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Thank you for joining us this morning! 

We pray you find God in a meaningful way  

today and every day. 
 

 

*Please stand as you are able.

Welcome/Our Mission Statement: 

Barrington United Methodist Church strives to be a welcoming community, centered in Christ, and inspired by 

the Gospel.  We seek to nurture each person’s faith through joyful worship, supportive fellowship, and active 

outreach ministries, so that all may experience the deeper peace of God in their lives.  
 

Church Announcements: 

• Easter Flower Order Forms:  There are Easter flower order forms on the small table in the sanctuary 

next to the bulletins.  Please fill one out and place it in the offering plate.  The deadline for orders is 

Today: March 19th.   

• UMCOR Special Offering:  Today we will have a special offering for UMCOR (The United Methodist 

Committee on Relief).   In 2022, nearly $2.2 million was raised globally by the United Methodist 

Church.  This funding provides hope and safety for communities and individuals whose lives have been 

upset by storms, wars, fires, displacement, and climate change. The special offering on this Sunday 

underwrites UMCOR’s “cost of doing business” making it possible for UMCOR to focus on responding 

to communities and individuals when they need immediate assistance. It allows UMCOR to preserve the 

promise that 100% of any donation to a specific UMCOR project or missionary will go towards that 

project and not administrative cost. 
• Emmaus Fellowship:  Tuesday, March 21st at 6:30 p.m. at Barrington UMC; All are welcome to attend. 

• Bible Study:  Wednesday, March 22nd from 6:45 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. via Zoom.  All are invited! 

• March LFRI Adopt-A-School Run:  Our next run will be on Friday, March 24th.  We are looking for 

five volunteer shoppers to help fill grocery bags that will then be delivered to Kent Heights Elementary 

School in East Providence.  Shoppers will be reimbursed by our church.  If you are interested in 

volunteering, please call or email Regina in the Church Office.   

• Good Friday Service:  April 7th at 6:00 p.m.; If you are willing to be a reader for this special service, 

please see/contact Regina or Pastor Michael. 

• Easter Service:  April 9th at 10:00 a.m.; All kids and teens are welcome to join us for a special 

children’s moment during Easter service. This is a simple message for those that are young (or young at 

heart). On April 16th we will have our monthly Sunday school session where we spend time reading a 

message, discussion and then a spring art project and game. 

• Mind Tamers Meditation Group:  Meets the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of every month at 6:30 p.m. in 

Fellowship Hall; All are welcome! 

• Registration Now Open:  There will be a Lay Servant fellowship gathering on April 21st – 23rd at 

Wellfleet UMC (250 Main Street in Wellfleet, MA).  All are welcome to attend.  The keynote speaker 

will be Rev. Effie McAvoy, Pastor at Shepherd of the Valley UMC and recipient of the 2022 Ziegler 

Award for excellence in preaching.  Early registration is $60.  After March 30th the fee is $70.  The cost 



includes Saturday meals and retreat materials.  Registration sheets are available on the small table next 

to the bulletins.   

• Tap-In Donations:  There is a basket in Fellowship Hall for our local food bank.  Items that are always 

needed include applesauce, canned fruit, baked beans, canned vegetables (corn, green beans, tomatoes), 

canned soups (chicken noodle, tomato), cereal, dry milk, macaroni & cheese, mashed potatoes, pasta 

(dry and canned), peanut butter, rice, saltines, spaghetti sauce, tuna fish, and small household items such 

as dish soap, detergent, and toilet paper.  Please keep this ministry in mind as you do your grocery 

shopping. 

• Clothing Shed:  The clothing shed in our parking lot ships clothing, stuffed animals, shoes, purses, 

curtains, jewelry, bedding, etc. all over the world.  There are forms in the small box on the shed to write 

off your donation on your taxes.  
 

*Opening Song:                                       “Open the Eyes of My Heart”                          Worship & Song, #3008 
 

*Call to Worship: (Ministry Matters; inspired by Ephesians 5, John 9) 

Leader: When the world is dark and full of hate and fear, when we cannot see God 

People: we will turn on the light. 

Leader: When we cannot find our way back to love and peace 

People: we will turn on the light. 

Leader: When our vision dims due to the darkness within 

People: we will turn on the light. 

Leader: Christ opens our eyes with the gift of sight. 

People: The light of the world is Jesus Christ. 

Leader: Come and worship the one who brings sight to the blind. 

People: Hallelujah! Praise God, the light of the world! 

 

Offertory Invitation:  

The offering plates will be passed at this time. You can also give through our website: bumcri.org or mail a 

check to the church.  Thank you for supporting our church and its ministries! 
 

Offertory Prayer (in unison): (Discipleship Ministries; inspired by 1 Samuel 16:1-13) 

Generous God, you tenderly care for each person you have created. You miraculously restore people to 

health and shine light into the lives of those who are discouraged. Guide us so that we will not regard 

others according to outward appearances but seek to find your love in their hearts. We dedicate our 

offerings and ourselves to contribute to the work of your kingdom on earth until Christ returns in glory. 

Amen.  
 

Children’s Moments:                                                                                                                   Jennifer Emerson 
 

Raising of Our Joys & Concerns/Prayer of Intercession: (Discipleship Ministries) 

My brothers and sisters: 

reconciled to God by the mercy of Christ, 

we pray with confidence for the needs of the church and the world. 
 

Prayers of the People, concluding with: 
 

Through Christ you make us a new creation, O God, 

for with him we pass from sin to the new life of grace. 

Accept our prayers in the warm embrace of your compassion, 

and welcome all people to the festive banquet of your table, 

where we may rejoice in your love 

and celebrate the inheritance you have given to us. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



The Lord’s Prayer (in unison):                                                                    The United Methodist Hymnal, #895 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it 

is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

*Hymn:                                              “Lead Me, Guide Me” (2x)                                  The Faith We Sing, #2214     
 

Old Testament Reading:                                                               1 Samuel 16:1-13 (New International Version)   

Samuel Anoints David 

The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have rejected him as king over Israel? 

Fill your horn with oil and be on your way; I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I have chosen one of his 

sons to be king.” 
 

But Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears about it, he will kill me.” 
 

The LORD said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’  Invite Jesse to the 

sacrifice, and I will show you what to do. You are to anoint for me the one I indicate.” 
 

 Samuel did what the LORD said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of the town trembled when they met 

him. They asked, “Do you come in peace?” 
 

Samuel replied, “Yes, in peace; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD. Consecrate yourselves and come to the 

sacrifice with me.” Then he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 
 

When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s anointed stands here before the LORD.” 
 

But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. 

The LORD does not look at the things people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks 

at the heart.” 
 

Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, “The LORD has not chosen 

this one either.”  Jesse then had Shammah pass by, but Samuel said, “Nor has the LORD chosen this one.”  Jesse 

had seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, “The LORD has not chosen these.”  So he 

asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?” 
 

“There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered. “He is tending the sheep.” 
 

Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives.” 
 
 So he sent for him and had him brought in. He was glowing with health and had a fine appearance and 

handsome features. 
 

Then the LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; this is the one.” 
 

So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and from that day on the Spirit 

of the LORD came powerfully upon David. Samuel then went to Ramah. 
 

Gospel Reading:                                                                                      John 9:1-41 (New International Version)                                            

Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind 

As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth.  His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his 

parents, that he was born blind?” 
 
 “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the works of God might be 

displayed in him.  As long as it is day, we must do the works of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one 

can work.  While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 
 



After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the man’s eyes.  “Go,” he 

told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this word means “Sent”). So the man went and washed, and came home 

seeing. 
 

His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, “Isn’t this the same man who used to sit 

and beg?”  Some claimed that he was. 
 

Others said, “No, he only looks like him.” 
 

But he himself insisted, “I am the man.” 
 

“How then were your eyes opened?” they asked. 
 

He replied, “The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and 

wash. So I went and washed, and then I could see.” 
 

“Where is this man?” they asked him. 
 

“I don’t know,” he said. 
 

The Pharisees Investigate the Healing 

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind.  Now the day on which Jesus had made the mud and 

opened the man’s eyes was a Sabbath.  Therefore the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his 

sight. “He put mud on my eyes,” the man replied, “and I washed, and now I see.” 
 

Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” 
 

But others asked, “How can a sinner perform such signs?” So they were divided. 
 

Then they turned again to the blind man, “What have you to say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” 

The man replied, “He is a prophet.” 
 

They still did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they sent for the man’s 

parents.  “Is this your son?” they asked. “Is this the one you say was born blind? How is it that now he can see?” 
 

“We know he is our son,” the parents answered, “and we know he was born blind.  But how he can see now, or 

who opened his eyes, we don’t know. Ask him. He is of age; he will speak for himself.”  His parents said this 

because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders, who already had decided that anyone who acknowledged that 

Jesus was the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue.  That was why his parents said, “He is of age; ask 

him.” 
 

A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. “Give glory to God by telling the truth,” they said. 

“We know this man is a sinner.” 
 
 He replied, “Whether he is a sinner or not, I don’t know. One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see!” 
 

Then they asked him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 
 
 He answered, “I have told you already and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you want 

to become his disciples too?” 
 

Then they hurled insults at him and said, “You are this fellow’s disciple! We are disciples of Moses!  We know 

that God spoke to Moses, but as for this fellow, we don’t even know where he comes from.” 

 

The man answered, “Now that is remarkable! You don’t know where he comes from, yet he opened my 

eyes.  We know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly person who does his will.  Nobody 

has ever heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind.  If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 
 



To this they replied, “You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!” And they threw him out. 
 

Spiritual Blindness 

Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of 

Man?” 
 
 “Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that I may believe in him.” 
 

Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you.” 
 

Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. 
 

Jesus said, “For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those who see will become 

blind.” 
 

Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and asked, “What? Are we blind too?” 
 

Jesus said, “If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now that you claim you can see, your guilt 

remains. 
 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God!

 

Message:                                                     “In the Presence”                                           Pastor Michael Williams 
 

*Closing Hymn:                      “Open My Eyes, That I May See”                The United Methodist Hymnal, #454                          
 

*Benediction: (Ministry Matters) 

Lord, give us such sight, that we may see the many ways of serving you by helping others. Help us bring sight 

to others who dwell in deep darkness. Amen. 
 

Postlude:                                                                                                       Serguei Koupstov, Accompanist 
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Pastor:    Michael Williams 
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Bishop:   Rev. Peggy Johnson 
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Website:    bumcri.org 
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