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Methodist Church 
Third Sunday in Lent  

March 20, 2022       10:00 a.m. 

230 Washington Road  

Barrington, RI 02806 
 

Thank you for joining us this morning.   

We pray you find God in a meaningful way today.   
 

*Please stand as you are able. 

Welcome 
 

*Gathering Music:                                          “God Is So Good”                                 The Faith We Sing, #2056 

                                                           “We Bring the Sacrifice of Praise”                       The Faith We Sing, #2031 
                                                                   

*Centering Words:  

Loving God, this morning we pause to rest in you.  Quiet our minds that they may be still.  Fill our hearts that 

we may abide in love and trust.  Lead us into that mysterious silence where your love is revealed to all who call 

“Come, Lord Jesus.” 
 

*Call to Worship: (Source: Ministry Matters) 

Leader:  A rich feast awaits those who call upon the Lord. 

Community:  God offers to us all the bounty of God’s love. 

Leader:  How we have thirsted for hope and peace! 

Community:  How we have longed for joy and love! 

Leader:  God continually blesses and heals us. 

Community:  Praise be to God for God’s steadfast love. Amen. 
 

*Opening Prayer (in unison): 

Open our eyes, our ears, our hearts and spirits this morning, Lord, that we may be healed of our 

faithlessness, freed from our fears and anxieties, and placed on the pathways that lead to peace and 

service to you. In Jesus’ Name, we pray. Amen.
 

Children’s Moments                                                                                                                    Jennifer Emerson 
 

Raising of Our Joys & Concerns    
 

Prayer of Intercession: (Source:  Re-Worship, adapted) 

Heavenly Creator, you tell us not to be afraid of what the future holds and not to worry about tomorrow.  Yet 

you know how difficult we find it to heed your words. For we worry about so many things: our families, our 

friends, our circumstances.  We come before you with confidence knowing we can lay them all at your feet. 
 

We bring our worries about health and happiness and security for ourselves and for our loved ones. We bring 

worries about the world we live in and its future existence. We bring worries about the way people in our world 

are treated as less than human, and we pray for their comfort, safety, and justice.  We know that you are 

concerned with every aspect of our lives, so we also bring the things that concern us, the worries which keep us 

awake at night, the worries which only you know. 
 

Living God, reach out to all those for whom the future brings fears and uncertainties. Assure them that you are 

with them, even when that future seems dark. Remind them that you can transform even the bleakest of 

situations, bring healing and wholeness, for you have the power to make all things new.  Let us join together in 

the words Jesus taught us to pray… 



The Lord’s Prayer: (in unison)                                                                    The United Methodist Hymnal, #895 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it 

is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

*Hymn:                      “Just As I Am, Without One Plea” (vs. 1, 3, 5)          The United Methodist Hymnal, #357                    
 

*Gospel Reading:                                                                                   Luke 13:1-9 (New International Version)  

Repent or Perish 

 Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed 

with their sacrifices.  Jesus answered, “Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other 

Galileans because they suffered this way?  I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish.  Or those 

eighteen who died when the tower in Siloam fell on them—do you think they were more guilty than all the 

others living in Jerusalem?  I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish.” 
 
 Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree growing in his vineyard, and he went to look for fruit on it but 

did not find any.  So he said to the man who took care of the vineyard, ‘For three years now I’ve been coming to 

look for fruit on this fig tree and haven’t found any. Cut it down! Why should it use up the soil?’ 
 “‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year, and I’ll dig around it and fertilize it.  If it bears fruit 

next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.’” 
                      

Liturgist:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

Community:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Message:                                                                                            Pastor Michael Williams 
 

Offering: 

(There is an offering plate on the small table in Fellowship Hall near the doors. Please leave you 

offering in the plate as you exit. You can also give through our website: bumcri.org or mail a check to 

the church.  Thank you for supporting our church and its ministries!) 
 

Offertory Prayer:   

Patient and merciful God, we bring our offerings humbly on this day, hoping they will bring fruit to the ministry 

of your church on earth. We ourselves have not always set our priorities on bearing good fruit, and yet you are a 

patient gardener. You have sent saints into our midst to make the soil richer, yet like the stubborn fig tree, good 

fruit has been scarce. May our journey this Lenten season feed our spirits to bring forth the fruit you desire. We 

pray in the name of our savior and redeemer, Jesus the Christ. Amen.  

Source: Discipleship Ministries; based on Luke 13:1-9 
 

*Closing Hymn:                                      “I Surrender All”                           The United Methodist Hymnal, #354                                   
 

*Benediction:  (Source: Discipleship Ministries; written by William R. Wolfe) 

Pastor:  Go into the world in faith! 

Community:  Trusting God to lead you, trusting people to receive you. 

Pastor:  Go into the world with hope! 

Community:  With God’s presence before you and human dreams to carry you. 

Pastor:  Go into the world with love! 

Community:  Serving with those in whom Christ lives, and laboring for those for whom Jesus died. 

Pastor:  Go in Faith, Hope, and Love! 

 

Postlude:                                                           Andrew Wynsen, Music Director 

 



Announcements: 
• Barrington UMC Zoom Fellowship:  Wednesdays from 6:45-7:30 p.m.  Who, or what, is the Holy 

Spirit?  Come and join in discussion and prayer.  The link is the same every week and is posted on 

our church website (bumcri.org) and our Facebook page (Barrington Umc).  

• LFRI Adopt-A-School:  If you are interested in being a shopper for our April run, please contact 

the Church Office.  We are looking for five volunteers. 

• Tap-In Donations:  There is currently a need for nonperishable food, sheets (esp. queen sized), 

towels, blankets, small working appliances, pots and pans, and flatware. Please place donations in 

the large basket in the hallway outside the sanctuary. 

• Closing Shed:  The clothing shed in our parking lot ships clothing, stuffed animals, shoes, purses, 

curtains, jewelry, bedding, etc. all over the world.  As you sift through your closets to make room 

for spring attire, please keep this ministry in mind.  There are forms in the small box on the shed for 

your to write off your donation on your taxes. 

• Free Rapid Tests Available:  We have been blessed to receive a case of COVID-19 rapid tests that 

people can self-administer at home. Each box contains two kits.  Please feel free to pick up a box or 

two for your household.  They are on the counter in Fellowship Hall. 

• Liturgists Needed:  If you are willing to sign up to be a liturgist, we are looking for two volunteers 

for the months of June and July. Please contact Pastor Michael, Sue Eddins, or Regina Blount if you 

are interested.  

 

 

Church Information: 
Pastor:    Michael Williams 

Ministers:   All the Members of Barrington UMC 

Liturgist:   Marilyn Sykulski 

Music Director:  Andrew Wynsen 

Children’s Moments:  Jennifer Emerson 

Technician:   Luther Blount, III 

Bishop:   Rev. Sudarshana Devadhar 

District Superintendent:  Rev. Dr. David V. Calhoun 

Barrington UMC Phone: (401) 245-2385 

Address:   220 Washington Road   

    Barrington, RI 02806 

Website:    bumcri.org 

Facebook:                 Barrington Umc 

Pastoral Emergency:  Michael Williams 

    (401) 433-8407 

Church Administrator: Regina Blount 

    bumcchurchoffice@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Our Mission Statement: 
The Barrington United Methodist Church strives to be a welcoming community, centered in Christ, and inspired 

by the Gospel.  We seek to nurture each person’s faith through joyful worship, supportive fellowship, and active 

outreach ministries, so that all may experience the deeper peace of God in their lives.  
 


