
 

Welcoming Word 
February Monthly Newsletter Issue of  

The Barrington United Methodist Church 

 

Virtual Worship Services: 
Enjoy live worship from the comfort of your own home and join us on  
Sundays at 10:00 a.m.  Login information is emailed every week to our 
church contacts and is also available on our church website and Facebook 
page.  We have progressed in leaps in bounds with our virtual worship   
services are always looking for ways to improve.  Our services are         
personal, meaningful, powerful, and full of hope.  No matter where you are 
and what you’re going through, we hope you join us and feel at home in 
our family of faith. 

 

 

 

 

 

“Go Deep” Wednesday Virtual  Bible Studies: 
Join us for our weekly Bible Study with Pastor Michael.  New members 
are always welcome to participate.  Come and “Go Deep’ in your love 
and understanding of Christ.  Right now Pastor Michael is leading us in 
studying/reflecting on the Gospel of Luke.  Login information is given 
every week in the same fashion as the virtual worship services:  email, 
church website, and Facebook.   

 

 
 
 

New Membership Class Opportunity: 

Pastor Michael Williams and Debbie Humm are excited to announce a 
Membership Class for anyone who has been attending Barrington United 
Methodist Church and would like to take the next step and become a   
member.  Once our church  building re-opens, we will schedule three     
one-hour classes so you can learn more about the United Methodist Church 
– its beliefs, organization, mission and ministry.  We will provide a booklet 
called “Grow In Christ” and hopefully will be able to answer some of your 
questions!  You will be   presented and  welcomed as “new” members   
during a worship service to be scheduled.  If you are interested, please  
contact Regina Blount at bumcchurchoffice@gmail.com or leave a       
message at (401) 245-2385 and  provide your phone # and email address.   

 

 

mailto:bumcchurchoffice@gmail.com


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Online Worship for Lent  

Inspired by Taize: 

You are invited into a simple,  meditative prayer   
service with Taizé chants as part of your Lenten  
journey.  Author,  educator and spiritual                
director Kate Young Wilder will be our host. These 
pre-recorded services will be available here each 
Wednesday from Feb. 24 to March 31, 2021.  To 
view them, please visit this site:   

https://www.neumc.org/taize-lent 

 

New Conference Webpage:  
Leadership Training  

Opportunities  
 

Check out our new Leadership Training               
Opportunities page www.neumc.org/training 
  

This page curates training webinars and workshops 
for clergy and laity – including District Resource 
Days – that are being offered in the New England 
Conference. 
  

These events are opportunities for you to hear from 
gifted speakers and experts from across New      
England and around the nation who will offer big 
ideas and practical tools that can be implemented in 
your local church context. 
  
And we want folks across the entire Conference to 
take advantage of these amazing resources. In other 
words, you don’t have to belong to the host district 
to participate.  
  
In this issue of Connected, we are highlighting some 
of what’s coming up.  

https://neumc-email.brtapp.com/files/content/kate+young+wilder.pdf
http://www.neumc.org/training


 

Adopt-A-School:   
A collaborative nonprofit outreach organized by LFRI (Loaves & Fishes of RI); While the fundamental      

mission of LFRI is to feed the hungry, the broader purpose is to empower individuals to serve their            

communities with compassion and love.  If you are interested in being a part of this new outreach, please    

contact Faythe Herdrich.  Our next round of food bags will be delivered to Kent Heights on Friday, February 

26, 2021.  If you have volunteered to help grocery shop this month, please pick up your partially filled bags on 

Tuesday, February 23 and bring your filled grocery bags back to Barrington UMC no later than 11:00 a.m. on 

Friday. 

Faith Resources: 
New England Conference Daily Prayer During the 
Coronavirus Crisis  
http://neumc-email.brtapp.com/archivearea/382 
 

The Upper Room: Daily Devotional 
Upperroom.org 
 

Our Daily Bread Devotional 
https://odb.org/tag/devotions/  
 

Religious Books 
https://www.abingdonpress.com/  
 

Global Ministries 
https://www.umcmission.org/  

COVID-19 Updates: 
New England Conference  Responding to Corona 
Virus 
https://www.neumc.org/newsdetail/13395869 
 
State of Rhode Island Department of Health 
https://health.ri.gov/diseases/ncov2019/ 

http://neumc-email.brtapp.com/archivearea/382
https://odb.org/tag/devotions/
https://www.abingdonpress.com/
https://www.umcmission.org/
https://www.neumc.org/newsdetail/13395869
https://health.ri.gov/diseases/ncov2019/


 

As I was scouring the internet looking for ideas on how to make the 
season of Lent and Easter as exciting and full of anticipation for my 
children as was the just completed Advent and Christmas season, I 
came upon the following article from Jenni Duncan via the           
ministrymatters.com website. I pray you find it as full of good ideas 
as did I.  – Vance Morton, director of Communications & IT, Central 
Texas Conference UMC. 
  

by Jenni Duncan* 
  

Lent, just as much as Advent, is a time of waiting and  preparing. 
Kids can learn about and come to appreciate this important season of 
the Christian year, but you have to be creative. 
  

How can you mark the days of Lent in your home and/or classroom? 
While there are many ways to make it happen, here are some things 
that have proven to be quite effective over the years. 

  

Use Color 
  

Use purple fabric, a purple plastic table covering, or tissue paper. Drape the worship table or your classroom door. Tape a 
purple streamer down the center of tables.  Let the children pin construction paper crosses each time they have a prayer to 
lift up.  Give the children purple yarn and beads to make a necklace to wear during class. Each week they may add a bead 
for each prayer thought they make to God.  Let each child make a paper chain for Lent in purple tones. Each link is to 
represent one day. Have the children mark Good Friday in black and end with a white loop for Easter. They can make 
Sundays a different shade of purple to make them easier to find. Each week invite children to write on the week's links 
their prayers for the days ahead. 
  

Use Symbols 
  

Use a symbol a week to mark Lent. Let children make or collect each week's symbol as you talk about its meaning. At-
tach the symbol to your Lent chain or streamer; a paper cross cut from 12-by-18 construction paper; a windsock; or a  
purple poster folded accordion style, making a calendar to save for future years. 
  

Week 1 – Take Time for God 
Symbol: Praying Hands 
  

Have each child do the following: 
1. Place one wrist at the bottom of a sheet of paper. Trace that hand. 
2. Turn the paper and trace the same hand reaching from the opposite side toward the first traced hand so that the fingers 
touch. 
3. Cut out the hands, leaving them attached at the fingertips. 
  

Ask the children, "When you have something to say, how does it feel when the person you want to tell keeps talking and 
won't let you say anything?" Point out how important it is to listen as well as talk even during times when we're          
communicating with God. Say: "The praying hands we cut out remind us that during Lent we both talk and listen to 
God."  
  

Children may list on the fingers of one of the hands the times they can talk to God (ex. bedtime prayer, in church and 
Sunday school, when they wake up in the morning while still in bed, before meals, riding in the car). On the other hand 
they might list times to listen to God (ex. at church, outside in nature, when they are sad, during naptime, when they are 
coloring or doing a craft). 
 

Spend some class time in quiet: have the children take four deep breaths, one at a time, in and out, and tighten and release 
from foot to head. Say: "Tighten your feet, then let them relax. Feel your muscles tighten in your legs, then let them 
rest ... " and so forth. In the stillness, ask for God to be with you. (By practicing silence and breathing we teach children 
calming techniques but also how to be still in order to hear God. This practice works well with youth and adults too.) 
 

Week 2 – Wait for God's Time 
Symbol: Cocoon 
  
Have younger children pretend to be cocoons with butterflies in them or flower bulbs, waiting, hidden for the right time, 
and then growing up and out. Have older children talk about the times we wait for God's answer or action.  Look for 
God's time in spring. Walk outside and look for where spring growth is happening or will happen soon. Use old          
magazines or Sunday school material to cut out pictures of waiting and growing. Use the cutouts to fill in the outline of an 
hourglass. At the bottom attach a butterfly shape. Show children video clips of butterflies emerging from cocoons, or time 
lapsed photography of growing bulbs. 



 

Week 3 – Not My Will but Thine 
Symbol: Rock 
  

Tell how Jesus prayed in Gethsemane. Discuss with older children the times that we know what God's direction is but 
that we are afraid. Say: "As Jesus did, we wish that God would take away the hard situation; but we know that God's 
will is the greater good. In Lent we look at ourselves. Are we choosing our will and missing the greater good? It is 
hard to examine ourselves, and it was hard for Jesus praying in Gethsemane. We'll remember hard praying with the 
rock." 
  

Hold a short Tenebrae service. Have nine lit candles, a cross, and black fabric. After reading each set of verses below, 
help a child extinguish one candle. When all of the candles are out, drape the cross with the fabric. Read the last   
Scripture and say: "There have always been people who did not want to hear the good news of Jesus and God's love. 
During Lent we remember people in the world who do not share the light of God." Scriptures: Luke 22:1-6, 17-23, 39-
46, 54-62, 63-71; Matthew 27:3-8; Luke 23:1-5, 13-25; John 14:1-4; Luke 23:44-46. 
  

Week 4 – We Are Forgiven 
Symbol: Cross 
  

Give the children slips of paper. Have them write actions for which they feel they need forgiveness. (Write for younger 
children.) Burn the papers over a ceramic dish, saving the ashes. Use the ashes to make the sign of the cross on each 
child's forehead, saying, "In the name of Jesus Christ you are forgiven." The child responds, "In the name of Jesus 
Christ we are forgiven."  If you don't want to burn the slips of paper, tear them into bits, or use a wipe board and wipe 
off the sins. Then make the sign of the cross with olive oil, water, or lotion on each child's forehead.  Let the children 
make a cross shape and print their name on one side, Jesus on the other, and forgive down the length. 
  

Week 5 – We Grow Closer to One Another 
Symbol: Bread and Cup 
  

Recall or retell the story of the Last Supper. If your church has a Maundy Thursday or foot-washing worship service, 
describe these opportunities ahead.  Remember together favorite meals and what made them special. Talk about how 
our best meals remind us of sharing the bread and cup: we say thanks when we call Holy Communion the Eucharist; 
we celebrate being together when we call it Communion; we remember the blessings of our daily meals when we call 
the meal the Lord's Supper. Serve one another a snack. 
  

Week 6 – Anticipate Great Things from God 
Symbol: Egg 
  

Bring an Easter basket with these symbols in it: a cross, a lily, an egg, a butterfly, a heart. Ask the children what they 
think is in your basket. After they make guesses, pull out the cross and ask, "Why is a cross in my basket?" (for Jesus, 
because Jesus died for us) Pull out the lily, and ask, "What is this flower doing here?" If the children do not know that 
it is an Easter lily, tell them the name. Show how the Easter lily is shaped like a trumpet and is white, which is the 
Easter color. Have them form a trumpet with their hands and shout out, "Christ is risen!" Tell the children that the 
flowers themselves almost seem to shout that Jesus is risen. 
  

Next pull out the egg. Say: "Here's the egg you were expecting in the Easter basket. There's a reason we use eggs at 
Easter. The egg looks like all is dead, but what comes from eggs? (baby chicks, other babies) The egg is a symbol at 
Easter because it's one of God's surprises. Lent and Easter remind us that God doesn't leave things closed up and    
empty. God is full of life and gives us life." 
  

Pull out the butterfly and then the heart and continue: "The butterfly is another reminder that God brings new life from 
the cocoon, which looks dead and empty also. But in God's time a butterfly comes out. And the heart reminds us that 
the reason for all of Lent and Easter is God's love for us." 
  

Let children decorate either construction paper or hard-boiled eggs. Make palm branch rubbings with crayons and    
paper. Remember together how the people welcomed Jesus. Cut out eggs on the fold of a piece of paper to make     
eggrams (egg-grams) to give one another to open at home. Help the children write inside about something exciting 
God is doing. 
  

When Easter comes, decorate with butterflies, lilies, and a paper cocoon that you have prepared ahead of time. Open 
the cocoon. Inside is a butterfly on which you have written He is risen! 
  

Making time for God and waiting for God's time, we find forgiveness and expect great things from God, who fulfills 
the promise. Jesus is risen! 
  

*Jenni is a regular contributor to ministrymatters.com 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tenebrae#Other_Protestant_practices


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Seacoast District Resource Day  
Saturday, March 13th from 9 a.m. - Noon 

Both/And: Maximizing Hybrid Worship Experiences  
  
About "Both/And: Maximizing Hybrid Worship Experiences For Online and In-Person Audiences" 
Before the global pandemic, the majority of congregations who were streaming worship online were (more 
or less) creating an experience for the people gathered in-person in their buildings. Leaders would often (at 
some point) look into the camera and say, "And if you're worshiping with us online, we're glad you've 
joined us." They'd then look back at the people gathered in-person and continue on with a worship experi-
ence     designed as a physical gathering.  
  
In March 2020, when congregations ended in-person worship and went online (many for the first time) the 
methodology for streaming worship completely shifted paradigms. Everything was about the home           
audience.  
  
Now we face one of the most critical moves in the next iteration of the online worship experience.  
  
As we move back into our buildings, we mustn't return to making people at home observers. We also can't 
take an approach where we treat the in-person crowd as the studio audience. Neither of these audiences 
should feel secondary.  
  
If we fail to think about how to create a BOTH/AND scenario as we go back to in-person worship, we will 
lose so much of what we've gained in these last months. 
   
This 2.5-hour workshop will delve into strategies for how to create powerful transformative worship where 
no one feels like they’re an afterthought by exploring:  
  
• Re-imagining worship for both/and 
• How to create interactive both/and experiences 
• Bringing at home and in-person audiences together in real time 
• Alternative opportunities for online audiences watching in-person livestreams 
• Repurposing in-person worship for online audiences 
• Strategies for adapting practices for both/and 
• Avoiding letting your groove becoming a rut 
• And more 
 

Registration 
The webinar is free.  
Go to: https://www.neumc.org/eventdetail/14954983 month=3&year=2021&day=1&display=m 



 

Artist Bio: Sue Dusault-Eddins 
For as long as I can remember, art has been an instrumental part of my life.  I am a self-taught visual and      
performing artist.  For several years I painted huge windows and wall murals, but my true love is the canvas.   
I work heavily in acrylics, but more recently have discovered a profound love for oils.  Bright, bold colors call 
to me often, and are incorporated into much of my work. 
 
In the music realm, I am currently performing as lead vocalist and song written in Chained to Insanity, an all 
original hard rock/metal band.  I am also lead vocalist of Hit Rewind, a classic to modern rock cover band.  I 
also enjoy singing gospel music and jazz standards. 
 
Art is expression:  an emotional glimpse into the artist’s soul.  A painting or a song becomes a reflection of a 
specific moment in the life of that artist.  What does my soul say to you? 

 

Want to see/hear more? 
To view more of Sue’s paintings, go to   “The 
Artistic Creations of Susan Dussault-Eddins” 
on Facebook.com. 
 
To hear her in Chained to Insanity, go to 
“Chained to Insanity The Band” on 
youtube.com. 
 
To hear her in Hit Rewind, go to “Hit Rewind” 
on Facebook.com.   

Recent Sermon Paintings by Sue Dussault-Eddins: 
 
 

From Left to Right: 
“A Call to the Universe to Praise God” 8” X 10” acrylic on denim canvas $40 
“A Prayer for the Lonely” 8" X 10" missed media acrylic/oil $40  SOLD 
“Spread the Love”  16” X 20” oil on canvas $100 
 
*All of Sue’s Sermon Paintings are for sale.  100% of proceeds benefit Barrington UMC and 
its ministries.  Please contact the church office if you are interested in seeing/purchasing any 
of her paintings.   



 

Feb. 1, 2021  
  

Beloved in Christ:  
  
Greetings in the precious name of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.  
 
During the week of Feb. 14, within a span of 96 hours, 
people of faith and of no faith will observe           
Transfiguration Sunday, Scouting Ministries Sunday, 
Valentine’s Day, Presidents' Day, and Ash      
Wednesday.   
 
As we observe these days with the limitations due 
to COVID-19 and during a time of deep political and 
religious division, let us ask ourselves a deeper    
question: Whose voice do we listen to in the 
midst of the turmoil and fear we are facing? 
  
When Jesus was transfigured before Peter, James, and 
John, God spoke to them, saying “This is my Son, the 
Beloved; listen to him!” (Mark 9:7). 
  
Do we listen to Jesus' voice as he speaks to us even 
today? Do our actions follow what we hear?  
  
Recently, I read several articles and commentaries on 
social media in which people of different faiths and 
various theological perspectives challenged Christians 
to do Christianity, not “Churchanity.” In other 
words, they expect we in the church to live the gospel, 
not just recite it.  
 
As we journey through Lent, may we seek ways to 
listen deeply and intently in order that we might hear 
more clearly the voice of God amidst of the cascade of 
messages on social media! 
 
You may wonder, “What should we do?” I have no 
easy answers, and I struggle with you to know what is 
mine to do. As I grappled with this question, my     
attention was drawn to a statement by Bishop         
Jonathan Keaton’s wife, Beverly, who wrote:  
 
“In this world of Great Expectations, I encourage you 
to Dance your Dance to your ability’s best. There will 
be many Beats that you will be expected to follow, 
and they can change without warning. This may cause 
you to be become flummoxed. But remaining true to 

yourself and ever trusting in God, you will be enabled 
to accomplish what is meant for you to accomplish.” 
(Beverly L. Keaton, “Episcopal Spouses’ ‘Thrival  
Kit,’” Council of Bishops, The United Methodist 
Church)  
 
We live in a world where our youth, our children and 
grandchildren, teach us a lot! One of the things my 
grandchildren have taught me is a greater appreciation 
for the art of dance. I see the passion with which they 
dance and how easily they are able to synchronize 
their steps to the beat of the music. They not on-
ly hear the music, they feel it, and it dictates their 
movements.  
 
May God help all of us to dance in this life, carefully 
listening to the voice of God. The world expects this 
of us. Even though the beat changes without warning, 
if we listen intently to the voice of God and follow 
that voice with courage and determination to the best 
of our ability, God will see us through! God promises 
us that! 
  
God, who calls and sends,  
we rely on your grace  
to know and do your will.  
So help us God,  
to hear and heed your voice,  
to follow the way of Jesus,  
to trust the Spirit  
who hovers and moves 
among us and through us.  
  
When the rhythms of life 
change without warning, 
when discordant sounds  
confuse and confound us,  
when we grow weary in doing good,  
keep our hearts and minds  
attuned to your voice  
and lead us in paths of righteousness.  
  
We pray in the precious name of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. Amen.  
 
Have a blessed and holy Lenten season.  
 
In Christ's love,  
Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar 



 

Barrington UMC Online Giving: 
 

Log onto our website:  www.bumcri.org and click on the 
“Giving” tab at the top.  It only takes a  minute to create an 
online profile.  It’s simple, convenient, secure, and you can 
set it up so that your donation is processed automatically 
weekly, biweekly, monthly, or semi-monthly.  Thank you 
for your continued support and for enabling our church to 
serve, love, pray, and share together.  Your pledge not only 
makes it possible for us to operate, but equips us to go out 
further into the world in missions to share the Good News 
with others.   

Clothing Shed at Barrington United Methodist Church Reopens! 

The clothing donation shed at The Barrington United Methodist Church (230 Washington Road), which was 
temporarily closed due to global effects of the pandemic, has now been reopened to the public. 
If you’re not familiar with the clothing donation shed, it’s designed to give community members a uniquely 
clean, convenient, and well-cared-for option to donate their used clothing to. St. Pauly Textile Inc., the   
company that has provided the shed, partners with businesses and various organizations to distribute donated 
items both here in the U.S. and worldwide, where they’re ultimately re-worn by people who need them.  The 
Barrington United Methodist Church receives funding for donated clothing, and additionally has the option 
to use donations to serve community needs. 
 
With over 1,300 clothing drop-off sheds in place, St. Pauly Textile Inc. collects over 90,000 pounds of   
clothing every day and estimates that this clothing ends up in 44 different countries (including the U.S.) 
yearly. In 2019, the company was able to help keep over 20 million articles of clothing out of landfills, 
which clothed an estimated 2.5 million people worldwide. The company was founded in 1996 and is an A+ 
rated member of the Better Business Bureau. 

 
Accepted items: clothing, shoes, belts, purses, blankets, 
sheets, curtains, pillowcases, and stuffed animals.  
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