
Tonali-T Show Choir 2020-2021: 
Frequently Asked Questions and Financial Contract 

 
General Information 
 
What is show choir? 
Show choir is an activity that combines music, dance, athleticism, creativity, and 
teamwork.  Tonali-T is a competitive show choir of 7th and 8th grade students who 
rehearse regularly through the year to prepare for competitive or non-competitive 
performances.  The students learn a specially selected set of songs and choreographed 
dances for their show, which may presented before judges or local audiences at various 
performances throughout the year. 
 
How many students are selected to be in the group? 
There is no “magic number” that is the same from year to year.  Tonali-T generally 
ranges from 40-50 students. 
 
What are the benefits of participating in show choir? 
Students gain many skills during their time in show choir, not just the ability to perform 
on stage, but also time-management, organization, social skills, and teamwork.  Many 
former show choir students say rehearsals for show choir can be more athletic than 
sports practices—then add singing!  The best result from show choir is to see how much 
the students have grown, not just as performers, but also as people.  The camaraderie 
that develops across the group is hard to duplicate in any other activity.  
 
 
Audition Information 
 
Who is eligible to audition for show choir? 
Any student going into 7th or 8th grade can audition for show choir.  No previous 
experience is required.  Students selected for the group must be enrolled in a music 
class for the entirety of the 2020-2021 school year (a MSHSAA rule).  If a schedule 
change is necessary, that can be made quickly and easily by email or a phone call to 
the Guidance Office.  In addition to a student’s enrollment in a music class, they must 
uphold the academic eligibility outlined by MSHSAA for middle school competitive 
activities.  
**For the 2020-2021 school year, students who are enrolled in the Troy Virtual Learning 
program with a full class load (7 classes) are eligible to participate in show choir. 



Students who are enrolled in the Launch program are not eligible.  Questions or 
concerns with this should be directed to school administration. 
 
 
What is the audition process? 
Auditions are August 25 or 26 in Bonfils Auditorium, 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM.  Students can 
sign up for an audition date.  They should only sign up for one day. 
**Before auditions, parents must complete the registration paperwork on Parent Portal, 
including the COVID-19 waiver.  Students must have this completed in order to 
participate in auditions. 
Auditions are in two parts: the vocal audition and the dance audition.  
Students will be divided into small groups to complete their singing audition with a 
director in a separate space.  Students will be asked to sing “My Country Tis of Thee” 
without piano accompaniment and they will be videorecorded.  Lyrics will be 
provided--the song does not need to be memorized.  The directors will evaluate and 
score each performance at a later time. 
The video for the audition choreography will be posted on the Tonali-T page of 
troymusic.com.  Students can learn the choreography on their own time prior to 
auditions.  A short clinic will be held at the beginning of each audition date to help 
students with any choreography concerns.  Once the dance clinic is over, students will 
be divided into small groups.  Each group will perform the choreography while being 
videorecorded.  The directors will evaluate and score each performance at a later time. 
Results will be posted on troymusic.com as soon as the directors have evaluated all 
auditioning students.  Students who are selected for the group will be sent an email 
from the directors with information regarding this year’s group. 
In the event that Lincoln County R-III Schools move to the all Virtual Learning plan for 
the beginning of the year, the directors will work to find an alternate plan for auditions. 
Students and parents should keep an eye out for information on the school webpages, 
Tonali-T Twitter page, or the Tonali-T page of troymusic.com. 
 
Rehearsal and Competition Information 
 
Will Tonali-T be competing this year? 
It is not clear at this time if we will be able to compete.  Given the uncertainty of some 
events taking place, we cannot guarantee a competitive season.  We can, however, try 
to give our students some sort of performance experience with show choir.  It may look 
very different from years past, but we will try our best to make this year a great one. 
 
 



What kind of a time commitment is my student making? 
Rehearsals are twice a week, Tuesdays and Thursdays, from 5:30 to 7:30.  Rehearsals 
begin after the start of the school year and run through the end of the competitive 
season.  Rehearsals for this school year will be in Bonfils Auditorium.  If this space is 
being used for other school events, an alternate rehearsal space will be used and these 
changes will be communicated with families and students in a timely manner.  In 
addition to regular rehearsals, choreography sessions are also scheduled periodically 
through the fall. 
 
How would my student balance show choir and other school activities? 
As a music department, we are very encouraging of our students to be involved in all 
the opportunities our district has to offer.  Many of our strongest leaders in the show 
choir program are active in multiple activities.  Rehearsals are purposefully scheduled to 
begin at 5:30 to allow for students to participate in school athletic activities and 
after-school clubs.  If a student has a school activity that occasionally prevents their 
attendance in rehearsal, the directors do their very best to be flexible and supportive of 
their participation.  However, flexibility is very limited with outside-of-school activities. 
 
What contributions do parents make? 
We rely heavily on parent volunteers.  It most definitely “takes a village” to prepare for 
performances.  We believe everyone has a gift they can share: sewing, organization, 
fundraising, equipment transport, food and drink coordination, overnight hotel 
supervision, and more.  We are incredibly fortunate to be supported by a great booster 
organization, Encore Choral Boosters, who are a large credit to our success.  Encore is 
a great resource for any parent of a choir student and we highly encourage signing up 
for a membership.  Parent involvement is what gives our organization a great sense of 
community.  It benefits everyone—kids, parents, and directors. 
 
 
Financial Information 
 
How much does Tonali-T cost? 
Tuition for past years has been $400.  Given the uncertainty of our year, the base 
tuition for Tonali-T 2020-2021 will be $200.  This will help with costumes, music fees, 
and choreography fees.  In the event that Tonali-T is able to travel, we will let parents 
and students know what additional fees may be charged to each student.  Additional 
tuition costs will not exceed $200.  However, students may be invoiced separately for 
personal items, like shoes, undergarments, jewelry, and make-up that is specially 
ordered for each student. 



The $200 base tuition needs to be paid prior to or by September 15, 2020, by check or 
money order, paid to Lincoln County R-III.  If a family requires a more flexible payment 
plan, this needs to be communicated as soon as possible with the directors.  Much of 
the purchasing for show choir occurs between the months of September and November 
and it is important to have the funds for more accurate budgeting.  If a family has any 
concerns about the affordability of show choir costs, please direct your questions to one 
of the directors as soon as possible.  Any separate invoicing will be handled later on in 
the year. 
 
Please read the following explanation of the show choir contract and the contract itself 
very carefully. 
 
 
Break-down of the Financial Contract 
 
Page 1: Payment Information 

● Payment details are outlined on this page.  
● As a choral department, it is our policy to only accept check or money orders, 

as they provide a paper trail.  If cash is lost, there is no way to track it.  Checks 
and money orders provide protection for you and your money. 

● Please make checks and money orders payable to Lincoln County R-III 
Schools, not to our booster organization.  You will, however, mail the payment 
to our booster organization, who will make sure the tuition is applied to your 
student’s account. 

 
Page 2: Itemized Details 

● Please read this page carefully.  Details are provided on the expectations and 
policies that are set by the show choir contract. 

● If you have any questions or concerns, please direct them to Mrs. Pieper at 
pieperm@troy.k12.mo.us or Ms. Dodson at dodsonm@troy.k12.mo.us. 

 
 
Why do students and parents/guardians need to sign a financial contract? 
A considerable cost goes into running a successful show choir program.  Show choir is 
a “pay to play” organization and the contract confirms to the directors that students and 
their families understand and accept the commitment that is made when a student 
auditions with the intent to participate in show choir.  
Funds to support the show choir program are comprised of district-paid funds and 
fundraising, in addition to student tuition.  Please know that the directors budget wisely 
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and are very conscious in their use of student tuition funds.  We know many families 
make sacrifices to ensure their student is able to participate in the program and we 
respect those efforts by being sensible about our spending. 
 
IMPORTANT:  Students who are selected to be a part of the group MUST turn in a 
signed financial contract by September 15th.  If a signed contract is not turned in, the 
directors reserve the right to remove the student from the group. 
 
If you have any other questions, please send an email to Mrs. Pieper at 
pieperm@troy.k12.mo.us or Ms. Dodson at dodsonm@troy.k12.mo.us. 
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Middle School Show Choir  
Financial Responsibility Contract 

2020-2021 
 

We, the undersigned parties, understand that in order to participate in Troy 
Tonali-T show choir, we will be responsible for the following payment: 
 

● Base tuition payment: $200  
● Check or money order made payable to Lincoln County R-III 
● Mailed to: Encore Choral Boosters, PO Box 210, Troy, MO 63379 
● Must be received by September 15, 2020 

 
We, the undersigned parties, understand that we may be responsible for 
additional tuition charges, in the case that travel arrangements have been 
made for a competitive year. 

● Additional tuition costs will not exceed $200 
● Will be paid by check or money order made to Lincoln County R-III 
● Mailed to: Encore Choral Boosters, PO Box 210, Troy, MO 63379 
● Due date will be set at a later time, as is needed 

 
Please read the reverse side of this form carefully.  A signed copy of this 
contract is due to the student’s choir director on or before September 15, 
2020.  Please retain a copy for your records. 



1. Your student’s base tuition MUST be paid in its entirety by September 15th with a check 
or money order (written with sufficient funds) or the director reserves the right to remove 
your student from the ensemble. This is per the “pay to play” policy. Once you had paid, 
no money will be returned if the student is no longer eligible to participate, or chooses to 
leave the group. Budgeting numbers are set once we have the numbers for a group for 
the year.  

2. The contracted funds will be used to pay for all parts of show choir show including 
costuming, travel, music arrangement, band, choreography, and entry fees. Costuming 
that students might like to keep may or may not be available for purchase at the end of 
the season per director’s discretion and is the property of TMS/TSMS choral music 
department. This is the same as last year, but a change from prior years, and should be 
noted.  

3. At the September 15th deadline, the director reserves the right to re-voice the ensembles 
as necessary due to non-payment. Students will perform at the Fall Show, TBHS 
Invitational, Spring Sing, and any additional performances selected by the director.  

4. In the case of a competitive travel year: Students and parents must pay the additional 
tuition needed for competition travel, and must be paid by the due date given.  Per 
MSHSAA guidelines, students must ride with the group to any competitive event and 
cannot ride with parents.  No changes in fee will be made for riding home from events 
with parents, or staying in a parent hotel room. The bus and hotel estimates were made 
based on the entire team traveling together. A student may choose to ride home or stay 
with parents, but no change in the contracted fee to the district will be given.  

5. Students will be responsible for additional personal items at the discretion of the director 
(i.e. pantyhose, makeup, undergarments, socks, shoes, underarmour, etc.) These are 
considered necessary items and must be purchased by the student as he or she will be 
allowed to keep them. The brand and style will be determined by the director according 
to industry standard. Please consider these costs. This is not included in the show choir 
fee. 

6. Students will need personal money on trips to pay for food or personal items of their 
choice. This is not included in the show choir fee. Please consider these costs. 

7. This contract is due to the directors on or before Tuesday, September 15, 2020.  If a 
student has not returned a signed contract, the director reserves the right to remove your 
student from the group. 

 
Parent/Guardian Signature ________________________________________ Date _________ 
 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature ________________________________________ Date _________ 
 
 
Student Signature _______________________________________________ Date _________ 


