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looking forward to
working together for the
lord in this new year!

Kevin’s Comments
“A Fitting Prayer for the New Year”
(This prayer from Billy Graham, written for The Saturday Evening Post in 2008,
is just as relevant this year.)
Our Father and our God, as we stand at the beginning of this new year we confess our need
of Your presence and Your guidance as we face the future. We each have our hopes and
expectations for the year that is ahead of us—but You alone know what it holds for us and
only You can give us the strength and the wisdom we will need to meet its challenges. So
help us to humbly put our hands into Your hand and to trust You and to seek Your will for our
lives during this coming year.
In the midst of life’s uncertainties in the days ahead, assure us of the certainty of Your
unchanging love. In the midst of life’s inevitable disappointments and heartaches, help us to
turn to You for the stability and comfort we will need. In the midst of life’s temptations and
the pull of our stubborn self-will, help us not to lose our way but to have the courage to do
what is right in Your sight, regardless of the cost. And in the midst of our daily
preoccupations and pursuits, open our eyes to the sorrows and injustices of our hurting
world and help us to respond with compassion and sacrifice to those who are friendless and
in need.
May our constant prayer be that of the ancient Psalmist: “Teach me, O Lord, to follow your
decrees; then I will keep them to the end.” (Psalm 119:33). We pray for our nation and its
leaders during these difficult times and for all those who are seeking to bring peace and
justice to our dangerous and troubled world. We pray especially for Your protection on all
those who serve in our armed forces and we thank You for their commitment to defend our
freedoms, even at the cost of their own lives. Be with their families also and assure them of
Your love and concern for them.
Bring our divided nation together and give us a greater vision of what You would have us to
be. Your Word reminds us that “Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord” (Psalm
33:12).
As we look back over this past year we thank You for Your goodness to us—far beyond what
we have deserved. May we never presume on Your past goodness or forget all Your
mercies to us, but may they instead lead us to repentance and to a new commitment to
make You the foundation and center of our lives this year. And so, our Father, we thank You
for the promise and hope of this new year and we look forward to it with expectancy and
faith. This I ask in the name of our Lord and Savior, who by His death and resurrection has
given us hope both for this world and the world to come. Amen.
Have A Blessed 2018 as we serve the Lord together,

Kevin

Student Ministry News

Questions? Please contact jhenslee.scoc@gmail.com
Facebook page: www.facebook.com/SCOCStudents
“Again, you have heard that the ancients were told, ‘YOU SHALL NOT MAKE
FALSE VOWS, BUT SHALL FULFILL YOUR VOWS TO THE LORD.’ “But I say to
you, make no oath at all… “But let your statement be, ‘Yes, yes’ or ‘No, no’;
anything beyond these is of evil.” Matthew 5:33-37
“When you make a vow to God, do not be late in paying it; for He takes no delight
in fools. Pay what you vow! It is better that you should not vow than that you
should vow and not pay.” Ecclesiastes 5:4-5
Alright, I’m going to be a spoilsport. If you have made a new years resolution, hit
the brakes for a moment. If you have been jaded by the yearly empty resolutions
fad, don’t dismiss the importance of change just yet. Take a moment and read the
passages above and think of it in terms of promises, vows, oaths, swearing, and
resolutions.
It is not a revelation that many promises and their like go unfulfilled even when fully
intended. We’ve all had a promise broken to us and certainly have had our fair
share of breaking promises. They often go unfulfilled because it seems more
virtuous to make them than to hold ourselves accountable to our word.
Rather than making promises, vows, resolutions, etc. I have three words for you
that can summarize what Jesus said: Just do it. Stop spending time trying to
precisely articulate what you should promise and put your energy toward the
action.
Whatever it is that you want to accomplish you SHOULD pray to God for help.
After all, He can give you the guidance and support you need. Make sure whatever
you want to accomplish is of real significance to you. It is difficult to follow through
with a goal when it isn’t what you think is important. When you figure out what it is
and have asked God to come along aside you, get to it. I hope this year for you is
one of many accomplishments because you saw something important to be done
and you just did it.

Joe

What’s Happening Here at Church?
Every week plates are set out for a free will offering of
a dollar. At the end of the month the money collected
is given to someone in the community in need. Church
members can recommend someone who has been hit
with difficult times. Application forms are available at the Welcome Center
or on our web page at sardiniacc.com under Our Ministries/The Dollar
Difference. Getting involved can make a dollar difference for someone!

Euchre Night at the church on Friday, January 5th
from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. Bring finger foods and
snacks to share. Beverages are provided.
Come and enjoy a fun time of fellowship.

Prayer Meeting on Sunday, January 7th
Meet at the church at 6:00 p.m. for a time set aside for prayer
for our families, for this church, for our community, for our
state, for our nation, and for our individual needs. We’ll be
praying for protection from Satan and the spiritual forces of evil in the
heavenly realms and against the spirits of bondage/
addiction, unbelief, pride, and fear operating in our
country. Then we can experience first hand the strong
arm of God and His Spirit moving through our land.
To God be the glory! Amen.
Women’s Bible Study
At 6:30 p.m. every other Tuesday, resuming
on January 2nd, the women are continuing
their study in Matthew. This is an open
forum and an in depth study of the Bible
which is open to all women. How about
starting the new year off right with those
who are eagerly exploring the scriptures?

What’s Happening Here at Church?
Fitness Activities
At 6:30 p.m. every Monday classes in Zumba
Tone and every Wednesday classes in
Zumba will meet. Both evenings the church
building will be unlocked for those who wish
to walk inside or outside. (The track is
available for use at any time.) Each session
costs $2 per person. Bring your own mat if
you have one. Questions? See Kevin or Cathy Hamilton.

Two events are in the schedule for this month.
The CMF will meet here at the church on Tuesday, January 9th, at
7:00 p.m.
On Sunday, January 14th, the CMF luncheon fundraiser will take
place following Morning Worship.
Mustardseed Ministries
On Friday, January 26th, a free and
delicious chili meal will be served here at
the church, between 6:00 and 8:00 p.m.,
for the church and for anyone in the
community. This is an outreach service
lovingly provided to everyone. Mark your
calendars and come to eat and fellowship
with old friends and to meet new friends.

Announcements
We rejoice along with the angels in
heaven and welcome into our church
family, through the baptism on
December 3rd, Drew Myers.

Pick up a registration form and a copy of the 2018
Summer Camp Schedule for a listing of the available
sessions, session dates, tier pricing, and age
requirements at the Welcome Center. The discount code
this year is 20Sardinia18.

Suggested donations for January
are stuffed animals and your empty
shoe boxes.

Announcements
Capital Campaign Status
as of December 17, 2017
Amount Received is $290,290.83
Amount Remaining is $46,159.27
If you would like to participate in this Building Fund Campaign, please
use the Building Fund envelopes on the back of the pews.

"A huge thank you to the communion
team and all who help serve on Sunday
morning! If anyone is interested in
helping in any way, please see Regge God is so good!”
Regge Fender

Just a reminder regarding our
winter church services.
On the rare occasion that Morning
Worship services need to be
canceled, cancellation will be
announced on local 9 news station.
Also if you have provided your email
address we will notify you via email.

Sardinia’s

Hamburger/Tuna Helper, Tomato
and Chicken Noodle Soups,
Canned Tuna and Chicken, Peanut
Butter, Jelly, Crackers, Spaghetti,
Spaghetti Sauce, Mashed
Potatoes or other boxed potatoes,
Gravy, Jello or Pudding, Canned
Fruits and Vegetables

Special Opportunities
This is a seminar which
takes place here at the
church every Monday
evening from 6:00 to 8:00
p.m. beginning January 8th
and continuing to March
5th. The cost is $129/
person. Use the sign up
sheet in the Welcome
Center if you plan to attend.
Please contact Sarah
Stephan at 937-205-1761
if you have questions.

GriefShare is a special weekly
seminar and support group
designed to help you rebuild
your life. We know it hurts,
and we want to help.
The free eleven week seminar runs from 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm
beginning January 11th and continues every Thursday
through March 22nd.
To register for the seminar:
call the church office at 446-2594, or
use the sign up sheet at the Welcome Center, or
go to www.sardiniacc.com and click on the GriefShare graphic.

January 2018 Calendar
January 1st - HAPPY NEW YEAR!
January 2nd - Women’s Bible Study
January 5th - Euchre Night
January 7th - Prayer Meeting
January 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th - FPU seminar
January 9th - CMF meeting at 7:00 p.m.
January 14th - CMF luncheon fundraiser
following Morning Worship
January 11th, 18th, & 25th - Grief Share Seminar
from 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.
January 26th - Mustardseed Ministries Chili
Dinner here at the church
WORSHIP TIMES
SUNDAY SCHEDULE

SARDINIA
CHURCH OF CHRIST

9:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m Worship
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l Mission Statement l

We are committed to worshiping

GOD,
making Jesus the Lord of our lives,
and sharing the truth of God’s
Word with our community and the
world.

