
 
 
    
      
 
Dear Friends,                     July 2019 

 
Our God is a God who encourages! 
 “The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; He will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be 
afraid; do not be discouraged.” Deuteronomy 31:8  
 
Jesus modeled a life of encouragement even as He warned us of the many difficulties, trials, and tribulations 
we may face in this life. 
 “In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world” (John 16:33b). 
Jesus did not shy from telling His followers about the troubles they would face. In fact, He told 
them the world would hate them (John 15:18-21; see also Matthew 10:22-23 and 2 Corinthians 
2:15-16). But Jesus’ grim forecast was tempered with cheer: He followed His prediction of trouble 
with a word of encouragement- He has overcome the world. Jesus is greater than any trouble we 
face. 
 

As disciples of Jesus we have been given a mandate to carry on His ministry to our generation. In a world with 

so much difficulty and confusion, the call to encourage one another is imperative. Even more than the temporal 

trials of life (health, finances, relationships, etc.) the need to keep the faith, walk in a manner worthy of our 

Lord, to “run a good race”, “fight a good fight”, “finish the course” is how we are to build each other up and 

keep each other encouraged. 

“But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called today, so that none of you may be 
hardened by sin’s deceitfulness,” Hebrews 3:13, “Therefore encourage one another and build each 
other up, just as in fact you are doing.” I Thessalonians 5:11 

 

Much of the ministry of TEAM 5:18 requires encouragement to at-risk teens, institutionalized children, 

incarcerated fathers and the broken homes they leave behind. The power of encouragement is absolutely 

amazing! Some of these precious but hurting people have rarely if ever heard anything other than discouraging 

words. When they hear God’s words of encouragement from someone who really cares, the results are 

supernatural. 

 

Occasionally even encouragers need encouragement. Recently the Lord has blessed me when I needed it by 

having kids who were involved twenty years ago and forty years ago call to tell me what God was doing in their 

lives. Both were doing active fruitful ministry and our conversations drifted to many others who were living 

lives of service. This came at the same time as the event that last month’s letter showed with the photo of me 

and the four prison alumni that were reaching out to their communities. The words of John come to me- 
“I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are walking in the truth” 3 John 1:4. 
 
Barnabas’s given name was Joseph. It was changed to Barnabas which can mean “son of 
encouragement” and we think of him today as the Bible’s encourager. I want to thank all of you who 
have been encouragers through prayer, sending me encouraging Scripture, financial support, 
volunteering time etc. You are the TEAM Barnabas behind TEAM 5:18! 
 
In His Love, 
 
 
Shane 

 

https://dailyverses.net/deuteronomy/31/8
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2016.33b
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2015.18-21
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2010.22-23
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor%202.15-16
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor%202.15-16
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%203.13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Thess%205.11


 
 

   

 

 

 

 


