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Welcome to 2023! As we continue our journey through the bible we begin 

this year finishing up the Old Testament books of  Proverbs and the 

prophet Isaiah; delving into the book of the prophet Jeremiah; and returning 

to the book of Psalms. I want to frame our reading for this month with some 

background. 

 

Biblical history buffs may be left wanting with what I am about to share; so 

if that is you I encourage you to delve deeper into the historicity of these 

texts through a commentary such as The New Interpreter’s Commentary, 

the Harper’s Bible Commentary or one of your choosing. 

 

Let’s begin first with the prophets. 

The Book of Isaiah is primarily attributed to the authorship of the prophet 

Isaiah. However there are historical components included in this Old 

Testament work that can be traced to periods outside of Isaiah’s 

experience and existence. Nonetheless, the context and content remains 

authentic. 

Isaiah is divided into three components: First Isaiah includes chapters 1-39; 

Second Isaiah encompasses chapters 40 - 55; and Third Isaiah chapters 

56- 66. 

The people of God are in exile, and Isaiah is exiled with them. You must 

read carefully as the voices speaking change within each chapter, 

sometimes going back and forth between Isaiah and God’s people, Isaiah 

and God, and God and the exiled.  

The Book of Isaiah delves into the root of the sins that have resulted in 

exile; sins against God in the form of injustice, apathy, and inhumanity. 

 

The Book of Jeremiah is set in an atmosphere which involves deportation 

and extermination. The devastation resulted in Isaiah praying for the 

restoration of the kingdom both physically and spiritually. Jeremiah’s 

language leans into the betrayal  of God by God’s people through a lens of 



sexual immorality. Jeremiah takes to heart the assignment of calling out the 

ways in which God’s people have lusted after things that are not of God; 

thereby betraying God. His prophetic voice is saturated with despair and 

disgust. 

 

Both Isaiah and Jeremiah speak to God’s people, government, the 

aristocracies and religious leaders. Each of these prophets points out the 

hypocrisy disguised as worship; and do not mince words or attempt to 

soften the blow. 

 

 

As we look at the Book of Psalms and Proverbs we hear the sounds of 

wisdom, lament, praise and celebration manifested through the voices of 

God’s people, David, Solomon and others. January begins a return trip 

through these scriptures.  

 

As we read during this month you are invited to reflect upon the following: 

 

1. How is the prophetic word of Isaiah and Jeremiah evidenced in 

current times?  

2. Are the words of God through these prophets sufficient to you to 

dismiss any question or concern as to whether political discussions 

are part of the responsibility of the church? If so, why? If not, why 

not? 

3. What do you think displeases God about the church today? 

 

 

As you read the psalms and proverbs, since this is probably not the first 

time, you are encouraged to read them from a different translation than 

before. And in doing so notice if they speak or sound differently to you and 

if so why? 

 

Again, whether you’ve been keeping up, have fallen behind, or just joined 

the journey, receive God’s grace and begin anew. 


