
Town Hall Conversation Summary 
May 10, 2021  

7:00 PM via ZOOM 
 

From Pastor Pat 
 

Many thanks to those who were able to join our “town hall” conversation Monday evening May 
10, 2021. I appreciate the deep thought, engaging questions and fruitful discussion.  Below I 
have captured the questions and responses of our time together. The slides from our conversation 
are also available, separately. 

 
Building Project Update 
Q. Is the project different than the one presented approximately fifteen months ago? 

A. The project scope and bids currently under review by Montgomery County is the same 
as what was voted on by the congregation at the September 29, 2020 special virtual 
church charge conference. You can see more about the renovation here - 
https://stpaulsk.org/community/renovation. 

 
Finance 
Q. What is the percentage of our income is supported by Brookewood’s rent? What percentage 
of our income can be attributed to online giving? 

A. Approximately 15% of our income is rental remittance from Brookewood along with 
Dyer & Associates (parking lot use). Our pledged offerings are not designated 
specifically in our reporting structure. We do note that income from pledges is 
approximately 20% ahead of where we were this time in 2020.  

 

Q. Someone noticed that a recurring offering in Vanco stopped, what needs to happen to restart 
this? 

A. Contact Michelle Gregonis, Treasurer; also check Vanco to see if you inadvertently 
entered an end date for the recurring remittance. 

 
Re-Entry 
Q. When will the choir resume singing? 

A.. We have no idea of what the COVID protocols will be in the near or distant future 
and how many if any choir members are ready to return to in person singing. We 



anticipate revisiting the opportunity of the choir presence in our sanctuary worship in the 
early fall of 2021 and will keep everyone posted. 

Q. What is the likelihood of having a church picnic this summer? 
A. That is among the items we are considering. We anticipate that this summer, unlike 
last, people will be embracing the ability to actually vacation. So we’ll keep this on our 
radar and see when it’s best to do so. 

 
Miscellaneous 
Q. How has Brookewood been during the pandemic? 

A. Brookewood has been back in session as of September 3, 2020. In the first six weeks 
they experienced two secondary exposures, and those affected quarantined without any 
further action necessary. The Brookewood lease was appended to include specific 
protocols and requirements for COVID. Brookewood has complied with the appended 
requirements. 

Q. Aware that Brookewood is considering expanding to the parsonage, any information? 
A. Brookewood is in conversation with us regarding utilizing the parsonage for either 
office or classroom space. We are still in the discussion stage. 

Q. How is nursery care/Sunday School being accommodated? Have the nursery staff come back? 
A. We are utilizing the parlor and some of the nursery staff have returned in addition to 
some other volunteers. As of this moment those utilizing nursery care are from two 
families. 

Q. How do we re-energize congregational participation in ministry activities? What about 
having a ministry fair? 

A. Currently we are equipping and empowering leaders, and staff as necessary to invite 
persons who may not have had the opportunity to serve. We can certainly keep a ministry 
fair on our radar as we move toward the fall. 

Q. Have you reached out to the pastor of Ken Gar Baptist Church? 
A. Yes, to date I have made several attempts to meet with their pastor. He does work full-
time outside of the church; and right now, he has not given a date we might meet. 

Q. Are we doing what we should be doing as a reconciling congregation? 
A. We are working with Beth Weaver to create messaging that is consistent, welcoming 
and affirming. We are also continually extending and intentional welcome invitation in 
our worship services and our Daily Breaths. This effort continues through the Justice and 
Compassion Ministry.  

 

I also shared the depth of my pastoral and clergy assignments which include: serving on the 
Conference Board of Ordained Ministry; the Executive Committee of the Conference Board of 
Ordained Ministry; and the Greater Washington District Committee on Ministry. Additionally I 
am being considered as the spiritual/faith representative for the Executive Board of the Cancer 



Support 501C3. I am in conversation with Revs. Adele Crawford and Emily Guthrie hoping to 
create a collaborative opportunity for our respective youth ministries; and I actively participate in 
ministerium meetings and events. I continue to maintain dialogue and relationship with Cpl 
Stroman and Commander Hagen of District 2 MoCo PD. Most recently I joined the Kensington 
Racial Equity Group. 

 

Three questions were posed to those in attendance. 
 

Q1 What is it that you value at St. Paul’s? 
A. Our caring and compassion, the music, the children’s ministry, Still Wednesdays, 

worship experience, the connection with God, the preaching, the organist (Marvin) and 
the vocalists, the education and the Word, diverse service opportunities, the weekly 
email, community, being in the sanctuary, and the commitment. 

Q2. What of St. Paul’s would you like to pass down to the coming generations? 
A. The love and sense of community, God’s love, the youth groups, youth ministry and how 

they have helped to raise families, the sense of “village” cultural awareness, and a 
sustained and vital physical plant and property. 

Q3. What do you think St. Paul’s will look like in 2025? 
A. More diverse congregation, a younger congregation, new relationship with the senior 

facilities being constructed in Kensington, an expanded Hunger Ministry, financially 
sound, new leaders, spiritual awareness, continued and more enriched contemplative 
practices, transparency in operations; and the UMC will have decided its course. 

 
Again, thank you for participating. Stay tuned for the date and time of the next Town Hall 
Gathering planned for early fall 2021. 
 

 


