
Letter from the Senior Pastor
Dear friends:
 
It was the wrong day of the week.
 
Last year, on the Wednesday before Thanksgiving, I came home late to find the house full of
Thursday smells. That evening I found our two adult daughters in the kitchen, making a
Thanksgiving meal. The air was redolent with many of the familiar fragrances of the family
favorites that we had often shared on Thanksgivings in the past. I can’t remember their
complete menu, but I know it included deviled eggs, macaroni and cheese and even that
strange cranberry sauce that comes out of the can intact, looking exactly like the metal
container in which it had long been stored.
 
My children like to cook, but I had never seen them labor so industriously in the kitchen before.
Even though it was just the two of them, they were determined to make that Wednesday
evening’s dinner one to remember.
 
The reason why they were so resolute on a Wednesday night was because our family was going
in different directions on Thursday. Because of an unfortunate quirk of timing and other
commitments, I was going to Delaware the next day, Susie was to be in Ohio, and the girls were
unable to join either of us. Thanksgiving was going to be unusual because we wouldn’t be
together.
 
Sometimes that happens, despite our earnest desires and best efforts to annually gather as
family at the same time and in the same place. Absences at the table have occurred before and
likely will again. But, the power of memory connects us, even when a chair is empty. And, after
decades of sharing meals on the fourth Thursday in November, I notice that food has the power
to nourish both the body as well as the soul in which memory is stored. This is the unspoken
reason why our two daughters made a Thanksgiving meal on a Wednesday. It wasn’t just
because they were hungry. Even though they wouldn’t be able to celebrate with the gathered
family the next day, it was the fond remembrances evoked by the food we have often shared
that nonetheless connected them to those they loved.
 
While still in October our family’s late November plans are uncertain. What I am sure of,
however, is that at some point the smells of Thanksgiving will fill the house. As we collectively
give thanks to God for the blessings of the harvest and for the cherished memory of those we
love, may your home be equally full and equally memorable. Regardless of the day of the week.
 

Light and peace in Jesus Christ,
A. B. Snell
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From the desk of Pastor Kate
Dear St. Paul's Family:
 

“Go home.”
 

These are the words spoken by John MacArthur, a prominent pastor, to Beth Moore, a
popular Christian educator – because she is a woman, and “the church is caving in to
women preachers,” particularly their calls to hold male colleagues accountable for
sexual abuses within the church. Sadly, this wasn’t in the 1950's or 1980's, but on
October 21, 2019 – just a few days ago.
 

It’s easy to say that voices like MacArthur’s should just be ignored, but I have to tell you,
church, it’s hard to do, because we female clergy hear them all the time. Whether they
come straight out and tell us we must have heard God’s call wrong, or choose more
subtle forms of aggression like calling us “the pastor’s assistant,” “pastorette,” “young
lady pastor” and the like, they all communicate the same message: 
 

You do not belong here.
 

So when I introduce myself on Sundays and say that “it is my joy and privilege to serve as
your associate pastor,” here’s what I mean. It is a privilege to stand at the pulpit each
Sunday when even within our own annual conference of the United Methodist Church,
where women have been ordained to ministry for over 50 years, there are still churches
that would not accept a woman like me as their pastor. It is a deep, deep joy to see our
laywomen accepted and championed at every stage of church life and leadership; from
acolytes and crucifers to our lay leader, stewardship chair, and SPRC chair, there are
women responding to God’s call to service all over this community. I still feel slightly
giddy when I unlock the church doors each morning and enter the place God ordained
me to serve, knowing that there was a time not so long ago when I despaired that this
could ever be true!
 

I don’t need to “go home” because I am at home.  I am at home in this pulpit, in this
robe, in this church and community of faith. Thank you, dear ones, for being home to
me!
 

Peace,

Pastor Kate
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Lectionary
November 3 - Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18
All Saints
Preaching: Rev. Adam B. Snell
 

November 10 - Haggai 1:15b-2:9
Preaching: Rev. Adam B. Snell
 

November 17 - Isaiah 65:17-25
Preaching: Rev. Adam B. Snell
 

November 24 - Deuteronomy 26:1-11
Preaching: Rev. Adam B. Snell

Email Newsletters
Stay Connected!
 

If you don't already receive our weekly emails
or link to the online version of the Epistle
newsletter in your in-box, contact Erin Steele
in the church office to sign up:
stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org, 
301-933-7933 ext. 100.
 

You can also subscribe and find full-color
copies of recent issues online at
stpaulsk.org/community/epistle-weekly-news



Dear Pastors and St. Paul's Friends,
      Many Thanks to each one who called, sent a card & well wishes and/or
said a prayer for healing & recovery. I greatly appreciated each one and ask
that you continue to keep me in prayer. Recovery continues.
       Gratefully,

Notes and Thanks

Congregational Care

Shannon Braddock

Dear St. Paul's Friends,
      I wish to express my sincere thanks for the many prayers, thoughts and
cards I received following my recent back surgery in September. I continue to
make progress, and am looking forward to a more comfortable and improved
quality of life. Your notes and get well cards were very much appreciated and
uplifting. I especially enjoyed hearing about the updates and changes at St. 
 Paul's, and also the sharing of your family news. As the Bible tells us, there is
power in prayer and Pastor Snell's visit before the surgery was most
comforting and reassuring.

To My St. Paul’s Church Family,
      I write to say thanks to everyone for all the cards and calls, the visit made
by Pastor Kate and others for my father's funeral, and emails to me and my
mom following my father's passing away.  
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Joy

Diana Stayman

Dear St. Paul's Family,  
      David and I want to express our heartfelt thanks to everyone for your
prayers, cards, and messages, following the sudden death of David's brother,
Jon.  It's been a very  rough October, and I can't imagine not having the caring
and support of my St. Paul's family during this time.  Special thanks to Rev.
Snell for calling to check on how we were doing - that meant so much to David
and me. 
 Laura Tribble

Steve Warner

Special flowers graced the altar
during the month of September
to celebrate to births of

Janelle Chloe Ayo Williams
daughter of Jonelle & Festina Williams

Quinn Bernice Elizabeth Maloney
daughter of Pat & Lesley Maloney

Dominic Richard Currier
grandson of Rick & Marie Muller

Noah Douglas Stafford
 grandson of Randy & Susan Denchfield

Alma Kate de Simon
 granddaughter of John & Kate Stevenson

Brayan Patrick Lannon
 great-grandson of Jean Trumbo

Sympathy
We extend our deepest
sympathies to those who lost
loved ones during September:

Jean Trumbo
following the death of her brother,

Bill Johnson

Steve Warner
following the death of his father, 

Joseph Patrick Warner

Lyle Green
following the death of his brother, Trevor

Jonathan Rees
following the death of his mother, 

Caroline Bridgman-Rees

Bob & Ann Ball
following the death of their daughter, 

Lori Ball Yeh

the family of

the teachers and student of Brookewood
School, following the death of 

Margaret Thayer
following her death

Joe McPherson,
teacher and former headmaster

Celebration
We rejoice in the marriage of

Lauren Beck & James Naylor
married Saturday, September 14 in

Philadelphia PA.

If you have
something you'd like
to see included in
the next Epistle, 
email your note of
thanks or news article to Erin Steele at
stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org by the 15th
of the month. You may also place written
or typed notes marked "For Epistle" in
Erin's in-box on the main office desk.

Notes & News



Send a Card or Note

Outreach and Community
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There are 400 children in Montgomery County’s foster care system, but only half of
those who need a court-appointed volunteer advocate have one. You can help! 
 

Volunteers research a child’s needs, attend court hearings, make recommendations to
assist the judge in determining the child’s best interest, and monitor their progress.
With information from our advocates, local judges are better equipped to make
decisions profoundly affecting a child’s future. 
 

Voice for Children Montgomery, the local nonprofit that trains, oversees, and pairs
foster children with court-appointed advocates, is holding its next training sessions
starting in January. 
 

With just 12-15 hours a month, YOU can be the person in a child’s life who ensures he
or she thrives. Call 301-340-7458, email mail@casamontgomery.org or visit
www.casamontgomery.org for more information.

Renowned drummer Katy Gaughan
will lead us in a form of
contemplative prayer that invites
us to be present to the Heartbeat
of God. As we listen and play the
drums, we experience the One
pulse that gives rise to all the
rhythms of life. This experience will
weave drumming with silence.
Drums will be available; feel free to
bring a drum if you have one. No
experience is necessary, only a
desire to be open and present. ALL
Welcome!

Drumming the Heartbeat of God

Monday, November 18  •  7:00-8:00 p.m.  •  Octagon

Understanding Advance
Directives and MOLST

The Stephen Ministry is sponsoring a continuing
education program on Advance Directives and
Medical Orders for Life-Sustaining Treatment
(MOLST). The Stephen Ministers decided to open this
session to the whole congregation since this topic is
important for everyone, and it is best to discuss
these documents before there is a crisis and they are
needed. The guest speaker will be Beth Kleimeyer
from Montgomery Hospice. She will explain the
difference between these documents and their
importance. Please join us for this informative
presentation.

Mrs. Lois Baker
333 Russell Ave.
Kindley Bldg. Rm. 323
Gaithersburg, MD  20877
 
Mrs. Marianne Blankenship
3501 Woodridge Ave.
Wheaton MD 20902
 

Mrs. Mae Miles
3616 Littledale Road,
#207AKensington, MD 20895
 
Mrs. Ruth Sylvester
333 Russell Avenue #303
Kindley Building
Gaithersburg, MD 
20877

Ms. Janet Colwell
Manor Care Wheaton
11901 Georgia Ave, #16
Wheaton, MD 20902
 
Mrs. Grace Lawson
8413 Nunley Drive, Apt. D
Baltimore, MD  21234

The following St.
Paul's friends would
appreciate your
thoughts and
expressions of care...
 

Justice & Compassion: Volunteer Advocates for Children

Wednesday, November 6  •  7:00-8:00 p.m.  •  Sanctuary

Drumming is brought to you by Still Wednesday. Each weekly Still
Wednesday is unique, so attend whenever you feel called to
reflection, silence and prayer. Questions? Contact Kenzie Raulin at
301-237-1520 or kenzier@rcn.com.



Thanksgiving Baskets

Hunger Ministry & Holiday Giving
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We will once again be providing gifts for our neighbors in need this Christmas. The Giving Tree will be in the
Narthex and decorated beginning November 24 – we hope you will stop by to select a child for whom you
are willing to provide a Christmas gift.  We ask that all gifts be delivered to St. Paul’s by Sunday morning,
December 8 or earlier, wrapped with the child's tag securely attached to the outside of the present.  We
will also be giving a $25 department-store gift card (such as Target, JC Penney, or Khol's) to our adult-only
families, and you may wish to make this your contribution. 
 

For more information, please contact Jean Langbein (Jeanlangbein@gmail.com, 301-787-5605) or Kim
Longsworth (kimberlylongsworth@gmail.com, 301-580-8832).

We need your help to make the holidays special for our neighbors in need.  Please join us in celebrating how
much we can do together when the Spirit moves among us during the holiday season.

The Giving Tree

Our "regular" hunger ministry volunteers and donors join forces with our St. Paul's Youth to provide those in
need in the 20895 ZIP code with a hearty Thanksgiving meal. There are three ways to help:
 

Donate individual Thanksgiving food such as corn, green beans, sweet potatoes/yams, other vegetables,
stuffing, potatoes, rice, cranberry sauce, gravy, fruit, dessert item, juice (no refrigerated items, please!).
Make a monetary contribution toward the purchase of perishables and/or Safeway and Giant gift cards,
which will allow families to purchase things like turkeys, dairy, and frozen foods. Donations may be placed
in the large envelope in the church office. 
“Adopt” a family, providing "all the fixings" for a savory Thanksgiving feast.  There is an adopt-a-family
sign-up sheet in the church office.  

 

Please bring all donations to St. Paul's no later than Sunday morning, November 24; we will be distributing
Thanksgiving food baskets to our Kensington neighbors that evening.  For more information, please contact
or Jean Langbein (Jeanlangbein@gmail.com, 301-787-5605) or Micah Smartt (msmartt@stpaulsk.org).  

1.

2.

3.

Cookies & Carols
St. Paul’s will be hosting our Eighth Annual Cookies and Carols party for Hunger Ministry families on
Sunday, December 15, 2:00- 4:00 p.m. in Heavener Hall. Please join us in celebrating the season with our
neighbors that day! There are many volunteer opportunities such as baking cookies or cupcakes and
helping with children’s crafts. For more information, please contact Kim Longsworth
(kimberlylongsworth@gmail.com, 301-580-8832). Please go to http://stpaulsk.org/service/holiday-giving
to read more and find the volunteers' online sign-up form. 

Communion Collect & Food Distribution Schedule Changes
The holiday schedule this year will have an effect on our Hunger Ministry activities. 
 

We’ll hold our regular first Sunday/ first Monday collection and distribution efforts on November 3 & 4. Donations of non-perishable
food items are welcome in the bins in the Narthex any time. You can find a list of our most-requested items on our website at
stpaulsk.org/service/hunger-ministry. Volunteers are invited to help sort donations following each worship service on November 3, or
to join us at 6:45 pm on Monday, November 4 to serve a hot meal and help with distribution.
 

On November 24, the Sunday before Thanksgiving, we will have a special Thanksgiving Food Collection and Distribution described
above. We will NOT hold a collection and sorting day during Thanksgiving weekend itself, which falls on December 1, or have a
distribution the following day. We will provide grocery store cards in December when we see families at the Cookies & Carols Party.
Nonperishable donations are still welcome throughout December as we stock the shelves and look forward to feeding people in 2020. 



This has been an exciting fall in Sunday School! The children age 2
through grade 5 have been learning Bible passages and stories from
the Gospel of Luke. This fall’s curriculum is Lectionary-based, which
means that their lessons will often parallel the Scriptures their
parents are hearing in worship services downstairs. On the first
Sunday of each month, the children also attend chapel during the
Sunday School hour for a time of worship, prayer, and song, after
which they return to their classrooms for Bible lessons, activities,
and, of course, snack!

Sunday School: Age 2 - Grade 5

Christian Education

FaithFlix: 
 

Exploring our Faith Through Film

Each Faithflix session, facilitated by Joe Mangin, is an independent
event so feel free to participate on a drop-in basis.  Participants
enjoy a light lunch together while watching a short faith-provoking
film, followed by guided discussion.  There is no sign-up, no fee, and
no homework. Just come as you are able!

Please join us for this monthly time of enjoying music, prayer, lunch
and fellowship.  We will open with an opportunity to share a few of
our favorite hymns, then move into a short program focused on the
life and work of a specific composer or lyricist behind some of our
most beloved and interesting worship songs.  
 

Join our praying, playing, singing staff Pastor Kate, Meg Baker, and
Erin Steele in the Octagon and stay for a tasty lunch provided by
Ginny Hagberg. There is no registration, no musical experience
needed, and no cost to attend, although donations for lunch are
welcome.
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Prayer Lift
Prayer Lift gathers every
Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. in the
DuVall Chapel to lift up the
prayer requests of the St. Paul’s
community. Please join us for
this time of quiet intercession.
No sign-up required; just come
as you are able!

Taste & Sing

Lectionary Bible Study
Lectionary Bible Study will meet
November 5, 19, & 26 at 10:45 a.m. in
the Library.  All are welcome at this
drop-in study led by Rev. Kate
Mackereth Fulton and St. Paul’s staff.  
There is no registration or fee, and
visitors are welcome.

Tuesday, November 19  •  12:00 noon  •  Octagon

Sundays  •  11:45 a.m. - 12:45 p.m.  •  Parlor

November 24 is Children's Sunday, so all
children age 2 through grade 5 will come

directly to the Sanctuary for worship at
10:30. After the Young People’s Message,

children in 5th grade and below will
transition to their classrooms.

Children's Sunday

Sunday School: Grade 6-12
Sunday School for middle and senior high youth is held
11:45 a.m. - 12:45 p.m. in Room 115. Holding Sunday
School at a later time gives youth an opportunity to
attend the 10:30 worship service regularly, to reflect on
that morning’s sermon together, and to dive deep into
Bible study. The youth are working their way through
Echo: The Story, a biblical narrative journey designed for
youth using a variety of learning styles. Each lesson offers
opportunities for students to relate with God’s story
through the storytelling process, discover meaning, and
develop fresh insights into the biblical narrative. 

Safe Sanctuaries
Our church participates in the Safe Sanctuaries program
to help ensure young people in our care have a safe
experience and build relationships free of abuse of any
kind. All adult leaders and teachers who work with
children at St. Paul’s complete the Baltimore-Washington
Conference’s Sexual Misconduct Questionnaire annually
and undergo a background check every 3 years. Day-to-
day best practices include: training teachers how to
recognize signs of abuse & neglect; gathering emergency
contact info for parents or guardians; ensuring that
supervisory responsibilities are shared among trained
adults; and providing a loving and nurturing environment
so that children see and model healthy relationships. Our
Director of Christian Education, Meg Baker, participates
in workshops and online training modules to keep up-to-
date on the latest news and resources.



Education and Community

This illustrated lecture will be presented by Hebrew University’s Shlomit Bechar, who is also co-director
of excavations at Hazor. Tel Hazor is the largest biblical-era site in modern-day Israel. This presentation
will focus on two monumental royal buildings from this urban Canaanite settlement and their contents,
both dating to the Late Bronze Age when Hazor residents established a strong connection with the
Egyptian empire. One structure is a large ceremonial building located in the center of the acropolis, while
the other is the administrative palace of Hazor. Some of the most important and impressive finds of Hazor
in particular, and in Israel in general, were unearthed in these buildings. General admission is $10, college
students $5, and high school students with ID receive free admission.  For more info, visit jccgw.org/baf
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Biblical Archaeology Forum:
The Late Bronze Age Palaces of Hazor

The St. Paul’s Adult Education Committee encourages our members to
take advantage of ongoing educational opportunities provided
through the Biblical Archaeology Forum. This local community group's
monthly lectures bring together leading Bible scholars and
archaeologists to enlighten us in our understanding of the biblical texts
and the biblical world.

Tuesday, November 19  •  8:00 p.m. •  Bender JCC (6125 Montrose Road, Rockville, MD)

All women are invited to discuss Hiding in the Light by Rifqa Bary. This is the story of Rifqa’s remarkable
spiritual journey from Islam to Christianity. It is also the story of how she ran from her family’s threats to seek
refuge with strangers in Florida, only to face a controversial court case that reached national headlines. Most of
all, it is the story of a girl who made life-changing sacrifices to follow Jesus. 

UMW Reading Group
Sunday, November 10 • 12:00 noon • Room 109

Friendship Club President Erma McWilliams welcomed members and guests to the first Fall meeting on
October 8 – a “cool October morning, after a long, very hot summer break.” She thanked everyone who
have made the meetings successful, notably the kitchen helpers – Norma Neufell, Betty Bittner, the
dishwashing crew, telephone callers, Wendy Ketcham for the decorations, and Jerry Watkins for keeping
the membership roll. Club Treasurer Gil Clark reported that “our finances are in very good shape.”
 

September and October birthday celebrants were honored with a birthday song and a birthday cake. And
members who had passed away – Naomi Brown, Ana Carmouze and Phil Heins – were remembered. After
lunch, Entertainment Director Sheila Clark introduced Deena Javor, whose top hits from 50s and 60’s
kept everyone in good spirits. Among the guests who came are Rosemary Kostovick, Eveline Sharnoff,
Mitchell Watson and Terry & Richard Kozarik, who were visiting from Delta Junction, Alaska.
 

The next meeting will be November 12 at 11:30 a.m. and will feature a luncheon treat of turkey and all
the trimmings.

Friendship Club Report

Left: Celebrating October birthdays are
Adda Clark, Murray Katz, Mitchell Watson,
Joanie Gault, Ellen Mazer, Susan
Schwarz, Frances Reed, Sheila Clark
(blowing out imaginary candles), Ruthie
Lechner, and Jerry Watkins
 

Top Right: Erma McWilliams visits with
Mabel Baker and Jorge Carmouche
 

Middle Right: 97-year-old Violet Knight
and daughter Mary
 

Bottom Right: Deena Javor entertains at
the piano with "Anything Goes" and other
tunes

Community
Thanksgiving

Service
Tuesday, November 26

7:30 p.m.
10101 Connecticut Avenue,

Kensington MD
 

Temple Emmanuel is hosting
the 2019 Community
Thanksgiving Service sponsored
by the congregations of the
Kensington-North Chevy Chase
Ministerium. St. Paul's pastors
will be present and all are
welcome as people of many
faiths gather to give thanks for
the gifts we have been given.



As part of its work considering a Way Forward, the Monitor & Engage
Team is in conversation with several local UMC congregations to share
insight, ideas, and actions in the wake of General Conference 2019.
(You can read more about the new official "Traditional Plan" rules
restricting LGBTQ+ participation in the church and find resources at
stpaulsk.org/community/the-way-forward.) Here’s what’s going on
around our conference:

Monitor & Engage

A Way Forward at St. Paul's
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Dumbarton UMC (Washington, DC)
Held a congregational meeting in September to explore several proposals, including the following:

Calculating the cost of disaffiliation under current UMC rules
Withholding apportionments in 2020 until after the next global General Conference in May
Incorporating as an independent 501(c)3
Doing a “soft change” to the church name which eliminates the phrase “United Methodist”

Bethesda UMC (Bethesda, MD)
Voted on October 17 to formally become a Reconciling Congregation following a 5-month discernment process.

Mill Creek UMC (Derwood, MD)
Conducted several home-based small groups for processing (similar to what we have done here at St. Paul’s). 
Held  a Bible study focused on human sexuality.  
A full church meeting is planned soon to articulate the congregation’s wishes.  
Members of the congregation are also participating in the “Who Are We?” study.

Catonsville UMC (Catonsville, MD)
Beginning congregational discussions around a way forward and asks for prayer as they start this process.

Results of the St. Paul's Special Church Conference 
 

A Special Church Conference met Sunday, October 13 at 12:00 noon in the Sanctuary with
District Superintendent Rev. Gerry Green presiding.  Members who were present voted by
ballot on whether or not to begin the Reconciling process.  The vote was 205 to 22 in favor of
beginning steps toward joining the Reconciling Ministries Network.  

 

The Reconciling Team and the Way Forward steering committee will now develop plans,
following RMN recommendations, to explicitly engage the full church on issues of inclusion.
These could take the form of small group workshops, lectures, sermon series, or discernment
programs. 

 

Another vote will be scheduled once these steps have been completed, likely sometime in
2020, to determine whether to officially join the Reconciling Ministries Network.

Frequently Asked Questions
Do these questions sound like things you want to know? 

Why are we having this conversation? 
What is the Reconciling Ministries Network (RMN)? 
Why are we having two votes – one to begin exploring RMN and one to vote on actually joining RMN? 
Are we voting to get rid of the Book of Discipline or leave the UMC? 
Why are we “rushing” to a vote before decisions are made at the 2020 General Conference? 
Can I watch a video recording of the recent Info Session or Samoan Circle Panel?

Please visit stpaulsk.org/community/the-way-forward to find the FAQ handout prepared by Pastor Kate, which answers these
and other questions, as well as video recordings and additional information.



Advent Craft Workshop
Saturday, December 7 •  9:30-11:30 a.m. • Multipurpose Room
St. Paul's annual Advent Craft Workshop for children will be held on the same day as Pancake
Breakfast. Children (and their youth and adult friends) will have the opportunity to make a variety
of Advent and Christmas-related crafts. The event is free of charge, but donations are welcome.
For more information, or to volunteer, please contact Meg Baker at mbaker@stpaulsk.org.

Advent & Christmas
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Christmas Pageant
 

This year’s Christmas Pageant will be presented during the
10:30 a.m. worship service on Sunday, December 22. Children
in kindergarten through grade 5 will present “The Best
Christmas Pageant Ever,” adapted from the classic children’s
book by Barbara Robinson. 

Advent & Christmas
Worship Schedule
2019
 

December 1
Advent 1

Worship with Holy
Communion at 9:00 &
10:30 a.m. 

 

December 8
Advent 2

Worship with Holy
Communion at 9:00 a.m.
Worship at 10:30 a.m. 

 

December 15 
Advent 3

Worship with Holy
Communion at 9:00 a.m.
Music Sunday & worship
at 10:30 a.m.

 

December 22
Advent 4

Worship with Holy
Communion in the
Octagon at 9:00 a.m.
Christmas Pageant &
worship at 10:30 a.m.

 

December 24
Christmas Eve

Family worship 5:00 p.m.
Candlelight worship with
communion at 10:00
p.m.

 

December 29
First Sunday of
Christmastide 

Worship with Holy
Communion at 9:00 a.m.
Worship at 10:30 a.m.

Advent Seasonal Devotions
 

Advent is a season of hope and renewal, a time to prepare with joy for the birth of Jesus and his
message of peace. St. Paul's has two resources for use in your family and personal devotional time.
 

Advent 2019: Worship in the Home is a booklet containing five weekly reflections written by
families at St. Paul’s. Each week's reading includes a Scripture passage, a meditation, a prayer,
and a hymn. It may be used in conjunction with the lighting of the candles on your home Advent
wreath.
Advent: A Calendar of Devotions 2019, available through Abingdon Press, contains readings for
each day of Advent, including a passage of Scripture, a devotion, and a closing prayer.  

 

Copies of both booklets, as well as instructions for making an Advent wreath, will be available in the
Narthex later this month. We hope these resources will be helpful to you in celebrating this glorious
season at home.

Christmas 
Tree Sale
 

The tree sale starts in our parking lot on
Friday, December 6, and runs for the
next 3 weekends. It’s a great St. Paul’s
tradition, and a wonderful way to
celebrate the season of Advent! This
fundraiser is sponsored by the UMM
and we welcome all adult and youth
volunteers.

Poinsettias & Wreaths
Our sanctuary will again be decorated with poinsettias and
our doors with wreaths. Plan to stop by the Narthex on
Sunday, December 8 or 15 after either worship service to
place an order with Betsy Sanford, coordinator, and pay by

cash or check (made out to St. Paul's with "poinsettia" on the memo line). 
 An online order form for credit card payments will also be available in early
December at stpaulsk.org. Poinsettias are $15 each, available in either red or
white. You are encouraged to provide a brief dedication in honor or memory
of someone special. Wreaths are $30 each and only a limited number are
available, so order early. Please contact the church office if you have any
questions at stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org or 301-933-7933.



Yard Sale, Pancakes, Craft Fair
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“The purpose of the United Methodist Men is to engage in a variety of Christ-centered activities
for the benefit of the ministries, programs, and activities of the church and its members.”

The Apple Sale will coincide with the Yard Sale days. Since we are
having the sale in November instead of October this year, we may
have some new apple varieties to offer. It’s fun to offer very fresh,
local apples to our neighbors, so please sign up to help! The sign up
sheet is available in the church office.

Gather your treasures, mark your calendar, and please plan to help out. Without you, none of this happens, so sign up for one (or
several!) time slots on the clipboard on the church office. Please don’t feel that you need prior experience; we can train new folks very
quickly!  Consider making donations of good, sellable merchandise including housewares, furniture, electronics, appliances, toys,
books, antiques, jewelry, china, collectibles, tools, and clothing. (We do not accept stuffed furniture, mattresses, car seats, computer
equipment, or large/heavy exercise equipment.) Your support helps us support the ministries and programs at St. Paul's!

Don’t forget: 
We include all male
members and friends
of St. Paul’s as
members of The
United Methodist Men.
There are no dues or
fees to join – so come
and be with us!

The annual St. Paul’s Craft Fair is open to the public during Pancake
Breakfast and in the Narthex for two Sundays. Sale items are donated
by crafters from across the St. Paul's community. Past sales have
included needle work, quilted or knit items, woodworking, photos,
greeting cards, paintings, pottery, decorations, jewelry, preserves,
books, etc. All proceeds are donated to worthy charities. If you have
any questions, please contact Mary Revenis (mrevenis@cnmc.org or
telephone 301-951-8470), Helen Quave (hquave@yahoo.com), or Karen
Codner (kdc811@gmail.com).

Craft Fair

All are welcome at our monthly Community Pancake Breakfast.
We offer pancakes, eggs, sausage, bacon, ham, and grits - and this
month’s specialty pancakes are pumpkin, a crowd favorite! There
is no fixed charge for breakfast; rather, we ask for a free will
donation. Proceeds collected this month will go to Wesley
Theological Seminary.  
 

Looking ahead: our breakfast on December 7 will benefit the St.
Paul’s Improvement Fund and the feature pancake will be
chocolate chip. 
 

Read more at stpaulsk.org/community/pancake-breakfast

Pancake Breakfast

Yard Sale & Boutique
Friday, November 15 •  8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Saturday, November 16 •  8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Heavener Hall and the Parlor

 

Receiving Day for dropping off donations: 
Thursday, Nov. 14 •  8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Apple Sale

Saturday, November 2 •  8:00 -10:30 a.m.  •  Heavener Hall

Seeking Pancake 
Breakfast Cashiers

Serving as cashier is a great way to
meet people in the community, say
hello to your St. Paul’s friends, and
make sure the Pancake Breakfast
and charities receive support.  
 
Our open cashier slots are in the
spring but we don’t want to these
dates to sneak up on us: February
1, March 3, May 5, June 6. The shift
runs 8:00-10:30 a.m.

If you are
interested or
have questions,
contact Angela
Harvey:
aeharvey1007@
hotmail.com

Saturday, November 2  •  8:00 -10:30 a.m.  •  Heavener Hall foyer
Sundays, November 3 & 10  •  9:00-11:45 a.m.  •  Narthex



On Sunday, November 24, SPYs join with the
Hunger Ministry to prepare and distribute
Thanksgiving groceries for hungry local
families. We’ll be running on a normal youth
schedule that day, but we’ll be doing
whatever our Hunger Ministry coordinators
ask us to do to. Look for more details in the
SPY BRIEFING, our youth newsletter!

St. Paul's Youth
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Senior High Retreat

Our Senior High SPY Retreat met at Camp Manidokan in the mountains near Harper’s
Ferry, West Virginia this October. In addition to time exploring the natural world and
being silly together, we pondered the retreat theme, "Who Am I?"  We looked at what
the Bible says, took time for reflection, and enjoyed some fun faith-centric personality
quizzes to learn more about ourselves and how that can inform the way we relate to
others and to God.

SPY is open to all friends of St. Paul's in grades 6-12.

Thanksgiving Baskets
for Hungry Neighbors

Regular SPY Meeting Times
 

We gather in the Youth Lounge and Multi-
Purpose Room each Sunday (unless we're
away for a retreat weekend or holiday).
 

4:30 p.m. - Middle High
6:45 p.m. - Senior High

Youth Choir
We rehearse in the MPR on most Sundays at
6:00 p.m. (And we provide dinner too!) We'll
sing during 10:30 a.m. worship Nov. 24.
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Confirmation
2020 Confirmation Class Registration

 
St. Paul’s 2020 Confirmation Class is open for youth in grades 7-9. This is a serious commitment, which requires
participation in certain worship services, and a pre-confirmation rehearsal on Saturday, May 30. The Confirmation
Class participants will be invited to join St. Paul’s as full members at the 10:30 am worship service on Pentecost
Sunday, May 31, 2020.
 
An informational meeting will be held on Sunday, January 5, 2020 from 11:45 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. in Heavener Hall.
Allconfirmands, parents, and mentors are encouraged to attend. During the Spring term, class will meet weekly on
Fridays, 6:30-8:00 p.m. and will begin with a weekend retreat at West River Center on January 24-26.
 
To register, please complete the form online at stpaulsk.org/community/youth by December 1. This is the easiest way
for us to keep track of sign-ups. You may also use the form below or request a paper copy from Meg Baker, Director of
Christian Education. Please contact Meg at mbaker@stpaulsk.org or 301-933‑7933 ext.104 with any questions. Thank
you!
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St. Paul’s United Methodist Church Confirmation Class Registration Form
 
Full Name: ________________________________________________    Birth Date: ____________________
 
Address: __________________________________________________    Phone: _______________________
     
                    _________________________________________________     Zip Code: _____________________
 
Email: ___________________________________________________      Cell phone: ____________________
 
Name(s) of Parent(s) or Guardian(s):  __________________________________________________________
 
School: ____________________________________________      Grade:  ______   
 
Have you been baptized?  Yes   No
 
Please let us know of any known allergies, special needs, medical situations, or other concerns you may have:
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________
 
Each confirmand will be assigned a member of the congregation to serve as his or her mentor.  Please give us the names of
three adults at St. Paul’s who are not members of your family and who you would be comfortable having as your mentor:
 

 ______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

 
 Please complete and submit this form by December 1, 2019 to: 

Meg Baker
St. Paul’s UMC
10401 Armory Avenue
Kensington, MD 20895

1.

2.

3.



Ah, November… a time for hot apple cider, hay
rides, family gatherings. Plus, we get a 25-hour
day on November 3!
 

It might surprise you that this month is also
celebrated as Aviation History Month, Military
Family Month, and Banana Pudding Lovers
Month. (Ironically, given that turkey is the
signature dish of a major holiday, November has
also been named World Vegan Month!)

A Special Month

Family Feature
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What's in a word?

And, there are two very important November holidays. On Nov. 11, we
celebrate Veterans Day and give thanks for those who have served in the
U.S. military. Then, of course, there’s Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 28, when we
give thanks for all that God has given to us. 

See how many words you can make from letters in the word 
T H A N K S G I V I N G 
(examples: kin, gnat, viking)

 ____________________

 ____________________

 ____________________

 ____________________

 ____________________

 ____________________ 

 ____________________

 ____________________

 ____________________

 ____________________

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11. ____________________

12. ____________________

13. ____________________

14. ____________________

15. ____________________

16. ____________________

17. ____________________

18. ____________________

19. ____________________

20. ____________________

See if you can solve this verse from Ephesians 5:20 (International Children’s Bible version) 
using five A’s, eight E’s, four I’s, six O’s, and two U’s.

__lw__ys     g__v__     th__nks     t__     G__d     th__
F__th__r      f__r      __v__ryth__ng,     __n      th__

n__m__      __ f      __ __r       L__rd      J__s__s      Chr__st

Can I Have a Vowel?

Trivia Bonus
In 1999, the home economists of Whirlpool
Home Appliances established November 15
as "National Clean Out Your Refrigerator
Day."

Fun kid-friendly trivia, puzzles, and Bible verses prepared by our Director of Christian Education, Mrs. Meg Baker.



The subject of this column last month was the 1844 split of the Methodist Episcopal
Church (MEC) into two regional denominations. Bishop James Osgood Andrew played a
role in that split; his suspension from office by the 1844 General Convention sparked the
split.  Rev. Andrew was elected to the episcopacy in 1832, as the 16th Bishop in the MEC.
Later in that same year, Rev. John Emory was elected Bishop, the 17th in the MEC. The
book, Crowned Victors, The Memoirs of over Four Hundred Methodist Preachers, compiled
by Rev. J. W Hedges, published in 1878, contains the following memoir for Bishop Emory: 
 

“This eminent man of God was born in Maryland, and educated for the profession of the law.
At the age of about seventeen he experienced religion and joined the Methodist Episcopal
Church. In his twenty-second year (1810) he entered the traveling connection on trial in the
Philadelphia Conference. In 1820 he was delegated by the General Conference to visit the
British Conference of the Wesleyan Methodists, as their representative to that body.

Bits of History
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History 
Book

Sources
 
In addition to Crowned Victors,
two other books were used for
information for the "Bits of
History" article: 
 
Methodist Bishops, Personal
Notes and Bibliography, by
Frederick DeLand Leete,
published in 1948
 
History of the Old Baltimore
Conference by James Edward
Armstrong, published in 1907
 

Our award-winning history book is a trove
of information about St. Paul’s, full of
interesting historical photos and stories
about our church and community. Read
about everything from musical
performances at the White House to cream
pies being thrown at a former pastor, and
from our start in a barn to the construction
of our current Sanctuary.
 
Copies are available for $10. Contact Jack
Lipscomb at jplipscomb@verizon.net or
(301) 774-2761.

In 1824 he was elected by the General Conference as assistant agent in the Book Concern at New York; and in 1828 as the principal agent.
During this later period, he discharged the duties of editor of the Magazine and Quarterly Review, with distinguished ability. In 1832 he
was elected a bishop. This office he was permitted to fill but a short time. By an inscrutable providence he was removed from his work in
the prime of life, when the whole Church was looking with much confidence to the beneficial influence of his counsels and labors, in
promoting the prosperity of its institutions. 
 

“On Wednesday, the 16th of December last [1835], he left home in the morning to go to Baltimore, on business connected with his office.
He was thrown from his carriage and received a wound in his head, of which he died about seven o’clock in the evening of the same day.
The life of this great and good man will, we expect, in due time, be furnished to the public, by hands capable of placing his worth in a true
light.”
 

Bishop Emory died in 1835, at the age of 46 in his third year as Bishop. His name lives on in the name of several schools, including
Emory University in Atlanta and Emory & Henry College in Virginia. Also churches in the MEC were named after him, including what is
now known as Oakdale Emory UMC, located in Olney. After Bishop Emory’s death, the small congregation located in what was then
known as Oakdale community was named Emory MEC, South. In the 1939 merger that created the Methodist Church from the two
regional denominations, there were two Emory churches in the same Conference and District, the one near Olney and the one in the
District of Columbia. To eliminate the duplication of names, the Olney church was renamed Oakdale Emory MC; the one in the District
retained the name Emory MC.  



Calendar
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November 2019

Please note, schedule changes may occur after this calendar is published. Please check with your
group leader if you have any questions. This calendar shows only St. Paul's events. Other groups
who use the building (Scouts, 12-step groups, Brookewood) are not included here.
 

If you have upcoming events or announcements for the Epistle, submit them to
stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org by Nov. 15 in order to have them appear in the December-January
double issue!



November 2019

St. Paul's United 
Methodist Church
10401 Armory Avenue
Kensington, Maryland 20895
301-933-7933 • stpaulsk.org

Worship Schedule
Sunday 9:00 a.m.
Worship and Communion in the Sanctuary. Nursery care available.

 

Sunday 10:30 a.m.
Worship in the Sanctuary. Sunday School and nursery care available.

 

Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
Still Wednesday in the Sanctuary or Octagon.

Epistle Options
 

Email (color)
Send an email to stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org to be
added to the email list.
 

Download (color)
Go to the St. Paul's website at
http://stpaulsk.org/community/epistle-weekly-news
 

Mail (black & white)
Contact the church office to be added to the mailing list.
 

Pick Up (black & white)
Copies are available in the Narthex and church office.


