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My Dear Friends:

 I enjoyed being someone’s Valentine, but I’m really looking forward to 
being someone’s fool.
 Every year the season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday. In a rare 
alignment of the calendar, this was also Valentine’s Day. On that morning I 
found a Valentine’s Day card and a couple of pieces of chocolate perched on 
the steering wheel of my car. The chocolate was quickly consumed, but the 
sentiment of the note from my beloved fed me throughout the day.
 These penitential 40 days of Lent will end on Easter Sunday morning, 
of course, when we celebrate the Resurrection. That’s also April Fool’s Day. 
When I was a child, trying to fool people on April 1 seemed like a terribly clever 
thing to do. The novelty wore off quickly, though. Playing tricks on people and 
making them look foolish seemed more cruel than fun. No one wants to be 
seen as a fool, as an object of ridicule.
 Except for some. St. Paul called himself a fool for the sake of Christ, 
a spectacle for the world to mock (1 Corinthians 4:9-10). To the sophisticated, 
the Christian walk seems to be a fool’s journey. Paul followed in the footsteps 
of Jesus, a convicted criminal, and claimed that he rose from the dead. 
Most of the world laughed at him. Throughout Christian history “holy fools” 
are those who, by their actions on behalf of Christ, invite public mockery.  
St. Francis of Assisi is one of the more famous of these fools; a wealthy young 
man, he gave away all he had to live a life of joyous poverty as a follower of 
Christ. His own family thought Francis was a fool for doing so. 
 The world needs a few more fools for Christ. We need more people 
who will stand out in a crowd because of the radical nature of their discipleship. 
I’m writing this shortly after the death of Billy Graham at the age of 99. For a 
lifetime this preacher trumpeted the simple message of the Gospel to simple 
people, and for his troubles he was mocked by the sophisticated. Yet, millions 
of people hungry for redemption were fed by the plain words of this fool for 
Christ.
 The trumpets of Easter will sound among us soon, friends. This Lenten 
season that began with a day of love will, despite what the calendar says is 
observed on April 1, also end with one. Christ loved us so much that he endured 
public humiliation on a cross for our sakes. We should be foolish enough to do 
the same for his.

 Light and peace in Jesus Christ,
 A.B. Snell
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Dear Family of Faith,

 Those who regularly attend 9:00 a.m. worship know that my 
daughter Phoebe can often be seen sitting next to me in the front pew 
during service.  She has been occupying this spot for the past year and 
most weeks she is able to sit still.  She colors or listens, or perhaps she 
colors and listens at the same time, but I haven’t found many four-year-
olds adept at the detrimental multi-tasking many of us think we have 
mastered. 
 Now, occasionally, things to do not go as smoothly as hoped. 
For instance, last Sunday while I was sharing the Pastoral Prayer, she 
got up from her seat and came and hugged my leg in the middle of it. 
This was the second time I could remember her doing so, even though 
she is supposed to remain in the pew.  Different emotions hit me as a I 
prayed: first a bit of motherly admonishment, second that hug softened 
me as she longed to be close, and third the resignation that comes as we 
submit our longing and concerns before God.  As Phoebe clung to me, I 
imagined our Creator offering a reciprocal embrace to the congregation 
in acknowledgment of our outpouring.  I could hear Jesus welcoming the 
little ones.
 As I reflected on Phoebe’s approach later, I realized that she came 
up at the moment in which I sounded most sad and caught up in the 
concerns that we had offered.  She could feel the shift in tone and could 
sense the emotion.  When we pray at home before bed, she is right on 
her mother or father’s lap.  When she could hear the cadence of prayer, 
especially the less happy emotions, she was ready to feel a touch of 
reassurance - something I think we all wish to receive.
  I am aware that occasionally her actions could be a distraction. 
However, I know that we at St. Paul’s are committed to our children. 
We have covenanted at their baptisms to help raise them in faith.  They 
cannot learn from us how to be in touch with God unless we model it 
for them in different settings.  
We also cannot benefit from 
their lessons for us unless we 
welcome them.  Thank you 
for all the ways you have made 
space for the youngest in our 
midst as we grow in the love 
of Christ together.

 In Christ,
 Rev. Claire
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Holy Week & Easter at St. Paul's
Before we know it, we will be at the end of the Lenten season and preparing for Easter. 
St. Paul’s offers a number of unique worship and fellowship experiences during this time.

March 25: Palm Sunday
Worship at 9:00 and 10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary.  Palm Sunday commemorates the arrival of 
Jesus in Jerusalem.  Children and Youth Choirs will perform at the 10:30 a.m. service.

March 29: Maundy Thursday
Worship at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  Maundy Thursday commemorates the events of 
the day before Jesus’s execution, including The Last Supper and the arrest of Jesus.  The 
Sanctuary Choir will lead this service.

March 30: Good Friday
Worship at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  Good Friday commemorates the crucifixion.  This 
quiet service invites us to reflect on Jesus’ sacrifice and death upon a cross.

March 31: Saturday Eggstravaganza
Saturday Eggstravaganza from 9:30-11:30 a.m. in Heavener Hall.  This time of family-friendly 
fellowship and fun will include breakfast, crafts, and an Easter Egg hunt.

April 1: Easter Sunday
First Service of Easter
Worship at 7:30 a.m. in the Memorial Garden (weather permitting).  By long tradition, the 
St. Paul’s Youth lead this time of prayer, praise, and scripture marking Jesus’ resurrection.

9:00 a.m. Worship
Worship at 9:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary.  This service is designed to be especially appropriate 
for families with young children and features seasonal music.  Nursery care available.

10:30 a.m. Worship with Communion
Worship with Communion at 10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary.  This service includes seasonal 
music and the sacrament of Holy Communion.  Nursery care available.

Please note, there will be no Sunday School classes on Easter Sunday so students, 
teachers, and families may all enjoy worship together. 

Easter Lily Orders
We will once again enjoy lilies in the sanctuary on Easter, April 1.  Easter Lily orders 
will be taken on March 11 and March 18, after each worship service.  Please visit the 
table in the Narthex to place your order.  Each plant costs $13 and may be dedicated 
in memory or in honor of someone.  Checks may be made payable to St. Paul’s UMC 
with "Easter Lily" on the memo line.  If you wish to use a credit card, you will be able 
to place your order online at www.stpaulsk.org starting March 12.  The final day to 
place orders is Sunday, March 18.
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Congregational Care

Thank You
To My St. Paul's Family,

 On behalf of our family, thank you so much 
for your prayers and condolences after the passing 
of David’s sister, Elisabeth Luther.  We received so 
many thoughtful cards, phone calls, and emails; 
it was overwhelming in such a wonderful and 
comforting way.  We also want to thank the Stephen 
Ministry for the book on journeying through grief 
and loss.  We have been truly touched by everyone’s 
kind and caring gestures, thank you again.  I feel so 
blessed to be part of the St. Paul’s family.

 Laura Tribble

Thank You
Rev. Adam Snell and the St. Paul’s Congregation:

 Firstly, a huge "Thank You" for your contribution to my ministry at The Philadelphia Project.  The $700 
contribution was the biggest I received and for that I am deeply grateful.  My mom, Beth Dennard, tells me so much 
about the wonderfully diverse and impactful things St. Paul’s is doing for the community.  In addition to the big things 
the Lord is doing in Philadelphia, he is doing little things in the hearts of my family who live in Silver Spring.  Thank you 
for being the place that blesses my family!

 Sean Burke

The Philadelphia Project serves year-round to meet the needs of residents in Philadelphia and build ministry relationships 
through free home repair, preschool, summer, after school childcare programs, and worship experiences in partnership 
with Roxborough Presbyterian Church. From interns to senior staff, each worker raises a percentage of their salary through 
donations from individuals, churches, and community partners.

Thank You
Dear Members of St. Paul's and 
Scattered for Service Donors:

 Thank you very much for the donation of 
$621 to the Imagination Library of Montgomery 
County.  We are very grateful to be included in this  
gift-giving opportunity and for your continued support. 
 Your generosity provides approximately 275 
books for very young children.  You will be interested 
to know that we have 18 children enrolled from your 
Hunger Ministry families.  They will receive one new, age-
appropriate book mailed to their home every month until 
they turn five. We have also registered children at Rock 
View Elementary School, a neighbor in 20895.
 With support such as yours, we will continue to 
foster a love of books and contribute to early literacy skills.  
As Dolly Parton (founder of the Imagination Library) says, 
we want children to Dream More, Learn More, Care More, 
and Be More.

 Sincerely,

 Susan Greif, Debbie Pollak & Peter Greif
 Imagination Library of Montgomery County
 301-718-BOOK (2665)
 info@imaginationlibrarymcmd.org

Online Prayer Requests
Have an upcoming surgery?  Have a joy or concern?  
In need of prayer support?  Submit an online prayer 
request, day or night.  You will have the option to 
share your request with the Prayer Lift team or only 
share directly with the pastors.  Visit our new online 
prayer request form linked on the church's website 
stpaulsk.org/community/prayer-requests

Card Ministry
Send a card and put a smile on someone's face!  Stop by the Visitor’s Desk and pick up a card to send.  

Cards are stamped and addressed.  You only need to write a note or sign it and put it in the mail.  It's that easy!
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Congregational Care

Celebrations of Birth
Roses graced the altar in January to celebrate 

the births of

Josephine Grace Flickinger
daughter of Nic and Jane Flickinger,

sister of Rudy

Levi Augustus Pollen
son of Alannah Sandifer and Ralph Pollen,

great-grandson of Roy and Carol Carter

Sympathy
Our deepest sympathy is expressed to these 

members who mourn the loss of loved ones who 
passed away during the month of January

George Langbein & Family
following the death of his sister, Barbara

Gordon Luckett & Family
following the death of his wife, Jean

Pat Christiansen & Family
following the death of her son, John

Jen Graff & Family
following the death of her mother

Craig Hewitt & Family
following the death of his father

Debbie Murray & Family
following the death of her mother

Family of Sandy Allen
following her death

Sharon and Billy Coale & Family
following the deaths of their mother 

and grandmother

David Tribble & Family
following the death of his sister

Mrs. Janet Dennis
2700 Barker Street

Apartment #343
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Mr. Paul Harding
12615 Holdridge Road

Silver Spring, MD 20906

Mrs. Aileen Hunt
3112 Gracefield Road

PV #421
Silver Spring, MD 20904

Mrs. Becky Little
Oak Park Arms

408 S. Oak Park Avenue, #311
Oak Park, IL 60302

Mrs. Esther McCraw
185 Pine Haven Shores Road

#4101
Shelburne, VT 05482

Ms. Susie Propes
3301 S. Leisure World Blvd.

Apartment #2E
Silver Spring, MD 20906

Mrs. Helen Strang
16000 Woodview Terrace

Laurel, MD 20707

Mrs. Hazel Wright
333 Russell Avenue

Kindley Building, Room 407
Gaithersburg, MD 20877

Send a Card or Note
These members would appreciate your thoughts and 

expressions of care

Take Them a Meal
St. Paul’s has a special way of 
helping families during the first 
few weeks after a new baby arrives!  
Our "Meal Train" offers a chance 
to share the love of St. Paul’s by 

blessing families from your kitchen.  You can sign up to provide 
a meal for one of our families with a newborn.

Baby Hazel Joan
Jim & Rachel King welcomed baby Hazel Joan on February 
15.  Support Jim, Rachel, and big brother James by signing up 
at www.TakeThemAMeal.com/EIAM4619.

Baby Aurelia Noelle
Ryan Miller & Emily Sama-Miller welcomed baby  Aurelia 
Noelle on February 21.  Support Ryan, Emily, and big sister Cora 
by signing up at www.TakeThemAMeal.com/NXHB3311.

Each Take-Them-A-Meal page has additional instructions, 
including notes about any allergies.  At St. Paul’s, we really are 
all about feeding people!
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Sunday School Update
Meg Baker, Director of Christian Education

Children in fifth grade and younger explore extravagant hospitality this 
month, when they will look at the gospel accounts of Mary anointing 
Jesus with outrageously expensive perfume, the people welcoming 
Jesus on the road to Jerusalem with exceedingly great fanfare, and Jesus 
breaking bread with his disciples and preparing them for the extraordinary 
events to come.  The children begin the Sunday School hour in Opening 
Chapel, a brief but vibrant worship experience of prayer, scripture, and 
song, which is faithfully and eagerly led by members of the 4th/5th grade 
class.  The Children’s Chapel singers are looking forward to joining the 
congregation for Palm Sunday to sing their Hosannas, too!

Youth in grades 6-12 continue to study the life and teachings of Jesus 
and discuss how these inform the way we live our lives.  The youth 
department has recently begun a new routine of attending worship in 
its entirety on the first Sunday of every month.  While many middle and 
senior high students already participate regularly as acolytes, crucifers, 
and choir members, this arrangement will highlight the importance of 
worshiping God and gathering at the Communion Table as a part of the 
larger community of faith.

Worship is a sacred time when the people are led by the Holy Spirit to pray  
(Romans 8:22-26) and to worship God (I Corinthians 14:25)… As Jesus 
invited children to come to him, so United Methodist worship should 
welcome children and youth as an integral part of the community as 

participants in, and leaders of, worship.
~ UMC Book of Worship

United Methodist Women
Our UMW Book Club meets about every other month, providing an opportunity to read and 
discuss books with friends.  We meet on Sunday morning after church, and typically select 
books from the UMW reading program list, which are available in the church library.  Our next 
meeting will be on Sunday, April 15, starting at 12:00 noon.  Our book will be What is the 
What? by David Eggers.

What Is the What is the epic novel based on the life of Valentino Achak Deng who, along with 
thousands of other children — the so-called Lost Boys — was forced to leave his village in 
Sudan at the age of seven and trek hundreds of miles by foot, pursued by militias, government 
bombers, and wild animals, crossing the deserts of three countries to find freedom.  When he 
finally is resettled in the United States, he finds a life full of promise, but also heartache and a 
myriad of new challenges.  Moving, suspenseful, and unexpectedly funny, What Is the What 
is an astonishing novel that illuminates the lives of millions through one extraordinary figure.
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Easter Eggstravaganza

UMCOR Sunday
For more than 75 years, the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) has provided 
disaster assistance, often long after others have left the scene.  UMCOR has helped in times 
of natural disasters, aided refugees, and confronted the crippling challenges of world 
hunger and poverty.  UMCOR is funded directly through the generosity of congregations 
and individual donors and, unlike some other benevolent causes, receives no funds from 
the regular United Methodist Church budget.  On March 11, look for a special UMCOR Sunday Offering envelope in 
your bulletin.  If you would like to make an UMCOR offering but can’t be here on the designated Special Sunday Offering 
date, you may bring your contribution to the church office any time.  Checks can be made payable to St. Paul’s UMC with 
"UMCOR Special Offering" on the memo line.

United Methodist Men
Pancake Breakfast
Our March 3 breakfast will benefit the Red Bird Missionary Conference in Kentucky, 
a long-time partner of St. Paul’s.  Our April 7 breakfast will benefit the West River 
Center.  We look forward to seeing you at the breakfasts – we do not have a set 
price for breakfast, but instead ask for a free-will donation to benefit these worthy 
organizations.  We feature pancakes, eggs, sausage, bacon, ham, grits, and fruit – you 
won’t go away hungry!

Men's Supper & Meeting
Our next Men’s Supper will be on April 4.  Our featured presenter is Jim Heins.  Just in time for spring, Jim has a slide 
show on "Wintertime and Dog Sledding in Alaska."  Sounds like fun!  As is our custom, we will feature subs and pizza 
from Continental, along with dessert from Jenny Cakes.  Please join us!

Yard Sale
We are planning to hold the Spring Yard Sale on April 27 and 28, with receiving day on 
Thursday, April 26.  We can use a lot of help to run the sale, and it is a key fundraiser that 
helps us support the church and the community.  Please consider signing up to help.

Don’t forget: We include all male members and friends of St. Paul’s as members of The United Methodist Men. 
There are no dues or fees to join – so come and be with us!

St. Paul’s will be hosting an Easter Eggstravaganza from 9:30-11:30 a.m. on Saturday, March 31, in 
Heavener Hall.  This time of family-friendly fellowship and fun will include breakfast, crafts, story time, 
and an Easter Egg Hunt.  Bring a basket, bring a friend!  While there is no cost for this event, registration 
is encouraged; please sign-up in the Narthex or online beginning March 9.  We are also in need of many 
volunteers – both adults and youth - especially folks who are able to host craft stations and help with 
hunt logistics.  To volunteer, or for more info, please contact Meg Baker at mbaker@stpaulsk.org or 
(301) 933-7933.  Donations of pre-filled Easter Eggs (no nuts or chocolate, please!) would also be most 
welcome and may be placed in the labeled bin in the church office.
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SPY News

Middle High SPY
Every Friday Evening at 

7:00 p.m. 

Senior High SPY 
Every Sunday Evening at 

6:30 p.m. 

Come Join Us! Follow us on Instagram 
@Stpaulsk_youth

SPY Update
No SPYs - March 16 or March 18.  Due to the Senior High Retreat, there will be no 
youth programming on this weekend.  Confirmation will continue as scheduled.

Sign-ups for all of these events are online now.  Look for more information on our 
website, in the SPY Briefing, or through our weekly update!

Senior High Retreat
Friday, March 16 - Sunday, March 18

Final preparations are being made for the Senior High 
Spring Retreat.  The theme will be LITURGICAL, 
in which we will explore the major seasons of the 
church!  Lots of special holiday themed activities have 
been planned, so this isn't a retreat that you'll want to 
miss!  Sign-ups are now online.

Easter Eggstravaganza
Saturday, March 31  *  9:30-11:30 a.m.

Looking for some SSL hours?  
Meg Baker, Director of Christian 
Education, is putting together 
a very special Eggstravaganza 
the day before Easter!  There are 
plenty of things you can do to 
help this event be a successful 
one, so if you are interested in 
volunteering, please contact 
Meg at mbaker@stpaulsk.org

Easter Sunrise Service
Sunday, April 1  *  Memorial Garden

St. Paul’s has a long tradition of Youth 
leading our earliest service at 7:30 a.m. 
on  Easter morning.  We are looking at 
doing all sorts of new things this year, 
and we have all sorts of roles available.  

We will also need lots of 
help to make this worship 
experience successful. We 
would love the youth to 
continue being a major 
part of this beautiful 
tradition.  Contact Youth 
Pastor, Micah Smartt 
for more information at 
msmartt@stpaulsk.org.

Middle High Retreat
Friday, April 13 - Sunday, April 15

For our annual Spring Retreat, we will be exploring 
COVENANT.  The retreat will focus on community building 
and growing closer to God as we learn about God's promises 
that have been made for us and covenant we share as children 
of God.  Lots of fun team building activities are planned, and 
there may even be a few surprises!  Sign-ups are now online.

St. Paul's Youth
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We meet almost every week in the Youth Lounge and Multi-Purpose Room, downstairs at St. Paul's.  It's never too late 
to join, so we hope to see you soon!  For more information, please feel free to contact Youth Pastor, Micah Smartt at 

msmartt@stpaulsk.org or (301) 933-7933.

SPY News

Wilderness Trail
July 22 - July 28 & July 30 - August 5

Wilderness Trail is a program which allows participants 
to spend a week hiking the Appalachian Trail.  Last 
year, 6 youth and 2 adults hiked this trail, and had a 
fantastic time.  We currently have 6 slots left on our first 
week. Incoming sixth graders through twelfth grade are 
welcome to participate.  Interested in going as a youth 
participant?  Sign-up on online!  Interested in going as 
a Chaperone?  Please email Youth Pastor, Micah Smartt, 
directly at msmartt@stpaulsk.org.

Work Camp
June 24 - June 30  *  Virginia Beach, Virgina

Every year, our youth group has taken 
a trip to a Work Camp, hosted by 
Group Mission Trips.  In Summer 
2018, we will be traveling to Virginia 
Beach, Virginia (Yes, there is a beach in 
Virginia Beach).  Work Camp allows youth 
from all over the nation to travel to various 
locations to help make a difference in an 
under-served community.  We stay at a school, worship, 
play, and work on houses throughout the week.  We have 
18 slots reserved for youth and adults, so sign-up online 
today!  All current 8th graders and senior highers are 
welcome to attend.

Senior High Beach Trip
Friday, May 25 - Monday, May 28

At the request of CYM, Senior High will be taking a beach trip this May.  Rising 9th 
graders (current 8th graders) are invited to get to know our current Senior Highers on this 
trip.  Cost is only $200.  More information will be added to the website, upcoming SPY 
Briefings, and the youth bulletin board outside the office as details become available.

Rally to End Racism
A group from St. Paul’s is planning to attend the National Council of 
Churches A.C.T. Rally in Washington, D.C. on April 4, 2018.  Join us!

Awareness to the truth that racism is evil and hurts us all
Confront racism through truth-telling and action to right the wrong
Transform the hearts, minds, and behaviors of people and institutions

ACT Now: Unite to End Racism in the areas of church life and practices, 
criminal, economic and social justice, civil and human rights, environmental 
justice, immigration, media, and education.  

Would like to know more?  Visit the rally website rally2endracism.org.  Watch 
the bulletin for more details or contact Kenzie Raulin at (301) 237-1520 or 
kenzier@rcn.com.
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A Way Forward
Here is a timeline of meetings and 
events related to the Way Forward:

January 18-20, 2018:
Commission on a Way Forward meeting

February 25-28, 2018: 
Council of Bishops Meeting

March 19-22, 2018: 
Commission on a Way Forward meeting

April 29 - May 4, 2018: 
Council of Bishops Meeting

May 14-17, 2018: 
Commission on a Way Forward meeting

May 30 - June 1, 2018: 
Baltimore-Washington Annual Conference

July 8, 2018: 
Deadline for Petitions to 2019 Special 
Session of General Conference

November 4-9, 2018: 
Council of Bishops meeting

February 23-26, 2019: 
Special Session of General Conference in 
St. Louis, Missouri

Setting Up a Google Alert
If you would like to get information as it is available, rather than waiting for the Epistle, try this: Set a Google alert for 
yourself for any articles from the United Methodist News Service (UMNS) that mention “Way Forward” or “LGBT”.  The 
UMNS is run by the UMC Commission on Communications (UMComm) and it is the official communications vehicle of 
the denomination.  UMNS stories quote leaders with a range of perspectives and describe in clear language for laypeople 
what is happening.

To Set a Google Alert:

1.   Go to Google Alerts (google.com/alerts).
2.   Enter a topic you want to follow in the box at the top.
 For example, enter: "Way Forward" or "LGBT" and "United Methodist News Service"
3.   Change settings by clicking "Show Options".  
 This allows you to change… 
     •   How often you get notifications
     •   The types of sites you'll see (for example, websites only)
     •   Several other details
4.   Click "Create Alert."

Now you will receive emails whenever we find matching search results.  Note: This method will send results from sites 
other than just the United Methodist News Service, but will help by filtering to only results that mention the UMNS, 
including in bylines of stories.

Update on the Commission
The 32-member Commission concluded its three-day meeting in Dallas, 
Texas, on January 20.  The main focus of this meeting was reworking the 
sketches of possible models of the future of the denomination.  Council of 
Bishops President Bruce Ough had asked that a draft theological statement 
be provided that informs the structural models and creates a compelling 
narrative for them.  The Commission members discussed the importance of 
maintaining the missional focus of the UMC in any future structural changes.  

The Commission worked on how the Central 
conferences outside of the US would be 
incorporated in any structural models in 
this global denomination.  The Commission 
will share its reworked models of possible 
Ways Forward with the Council of Bishops, 
February 25-28.  

The press release, dated 22 January 2018, 
may be found at www.umc.org/news-and-
media/commission-on-a-way-forward-
prepares-updated-report-to-bishops.

Monthly updates will continue to appear in 
the Epistle for St. Paul's memebers.
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Family Feature
Meg Baker, Director of Christian Education

What's so Maundy About Thursday?
You have probably heard about a day during Holy Week called "Maundy Thursday."  It may sound like two days of the 
week bunched together, but it actually commemorates the events of the day before Jesus’ crucifixion:

 � The Last Supper (Matthew 26:26-29)
 � Jesus washing the disciples' feet (John 13:3-20)
 � The agony in the Garden (Luke 22:39-46)
 � The arrest of Jesus (Matthew 26:6-50)

The word "Maundy" comes from the Latin word "mandatum" which means commandment.  This is the word Jesus 
used that night when he told his disciples, "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; even as I 
have loved you, that you also love one another." (John 13:34).

Fill-In-The-Blank
Read John 20:1-7, then see if you can fill in the blanks below

When _ _ _ _ told the disciples the _ _ _ _ _ had been removed from the 
entrance, the disciples ran to the _ _ _ _.  When _ _ _ _ _ entered, he saw 
the _ _ _ _ _ that had been wrapped around Jesus lying flat as if the body had 
evaporated.  The tomb was _ _ _ _ _!

In this scripture passage, there was another disciple who arrived at the tomb ahead 
of Peter.  Who do you think it was? ______________.

Here I am, Lord!
I thank you and praise you for 
all your wonderful blessings!

I will delight in everything you 
have given me.

I put my trust in you.
You are always at my side, and 

I will have everything I need.
Forgive me for the times I have 

disappointed you.
Guide me and teach me.

Fill me with your power, so 
that in eveything I do I will be 

a delight to you!

Amen!

Resurrection Rolls
In this recipe, the biscuit dough represents 
the tomb, and the marshmallow 
represents the body of Christ.  

You will need:
Refrigerator Biscuits – 1 roll 
Large Marshmallows – 1 per biscuit
Melted Butter
Cinnamon Sugar

Dip the marshmallow in butter and roll it in the cinnamon/sugar mixture.   
This represents the oils and spices the body used to anoint the body at burial.   
Next, lay the marshmallow on one triangle of the refrigerator dough and 
carefully wrap it around the marshmallow.  Make sure all seams are sealed and 
pinched together well (otherwise, the marshmallow will "ooze" out of the seams).   
Bake according to package directions.  Cool.  Break open the tomb and the body of 
Christ is no longer there!  Jesus is alive!

Just for Grins
When were there only three 

vowels in the alphabet?

Before U and I were born.
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Bits of History
Jack Lipscomb, History Committee

Barratt’s Chapel, located in Kent County, Delaware, 
is called the "Cradle of Methodism" and is an 
officially designated Heritage Landmark of the 
United Methodist Church.  It is the oldest surviving 
church building in the United States, built by and 
for Methodists. 

On November 14, 1784, the chapel was the scene of an historic meeting between John 
Wesley’s personal emissary and Francis Asbury.  John Wesley had sent his friend Thomas 
Coke to meet with Francis Asbury and discuss the future of Methodism in America.  
Coke was preaching at the chapel, when Asbury arrived.  After the service, in which the 
sacraments of baptism and communion were administered for the first time by ordained 
Methodist clergy, Asbury and Coke met and developed plans to call all the Methodist 
preachers in America for a meeting in Baltimore on Christmas Day.  At that Christmas 
Conference of 1784, the Methodist Episcopal Church was organized. 

Barratt’s Chapel has a long-standing offer to provide space in front of the Chapel for any 
United Methodist bishop who wishes to be buried there.  Several years ago, Bishop Felton 
Edwin May had accepted the offer.

Bishop May was assigned to the Baltimore Washington Conference from 1996 to 2004.  
He had been elected to the episcopacy in 1984 and served the Harrisburg Area until 1996.  
Bishop May died in February 2017.  And, in September 2017, his ashes were interred in this 
special place, in a service led by Bishop Peggy Johnson. 

Content for this article was drawn from the Northeastern United Methodist Historical 
Bulletin, January 2018.

The sale price for the 
St. Paul's History Book 

is now $10!

Contact Jack Lipscomb 
at (301) 774-2761 or 

jplipscomb@verizon.net 
for more information 

about this article, 
the committee, or to 
purchase the book.

Biblical Archaeology Forum
St. Paul’s is a sponsor of the Biblical Archaeological Forum, a series of scholarly lectures on the latest research findings of 
ancient times through the Bender JCC of Greater Washington.  This month’s lecture, The Ancient Synagogue at Huqoq in 
Israel’s Galilee, is on Sunday, March 25, starting at 7:30 p.m. at B’Nai Israel (6301 Montrose Road, Rockville, MD).   Professor 
of Early Judaism at UNC, Chapel Hill, Dr. Jodi Magness, will describe the exciting finds of recent excavations in Huqoq, 
Israel.  These excavations have brought to light the remains of a synagogue 
building replete with stunning and unique mosaics, including depictions of 
the biblical hero Samson, Noah’s Ark, the parting of the Red Sea, and the first  
non-biblical story ever discovered decorating an ancient synagogue.  For 
more information visit www.benderjccgw.org/event/huqoq.

Reservations are not required.  Admission is free for high schoolers, $5 
for college students and co-sponsors, $8 for BASONOVA and Bender JCC 
members, and $10 for the general public.  For more information, please 
contact baf.jccgw@gmail.com.



13   EPISTLE  |  MARCH 2018

Friendship Club
Jon Melegrito, Friendship Club Historian & Photographer

After missing each other in January due to icy road conditions, friends and guests 
welcomed almost spring-like weather as they gathered for their Valentine’s Day 
meeting.

"I noticed yesterday that daffodils are beginning to peek through the ground," 
Friendship Club President Erma McWilliams noted.  "But even as we anticipate 
Spring with joy, we are sad to share news about friends who need our thoughts 
and prayers in a special way." 

Erma mentioned the death of friend Sandy Allen on January 12, and those 
struggling with illness (Richard Rice, Pat Reidy, Margaret Thurlow); in rehab (Adda Clark, 
Jo Campa), and recovering from surgery (Gil Clark, knee; and Ann Brall, cataract).

Friends welcomed first-timers Pat Christiansen, Christine Dillard, Bob Martin, Eloise Nenon and Dave Rowland.  
"Pat recently lost a son, so we offer our condolences," Erma said.

Erma also thanked the food donors and kitchen helpers for setting up the buffet table, Wendy Ketcham for the 
beautiful place mats, and Garlene Towne for the nicely-crafted Valentine’s Day cards.  "It’s a tribute to my husband 
who was born on February 14," she said.  "He died last year."

After singing "Happy Birthday" to January and February birthday celebrants, drawing names for raffle prizes and 
sharing a meal together, friends and guests listened with rapt attention to the "Just In Time" acapella singers.  The 
10-women ensemble’s repertoire included love stories of famous couples (Adam & Eve, Ronald & Nancy Reagan, 
Romeo & Juliet) and old-time favorites, such as "Let me call you sweetheart" and "A good man is hard to find."

Next Meeting:
Tuesday, March 13

11:30 a.m. in Heavener Hall

All older adults are invited to join 
us in our efforts to make our 
"Golden Years" among the 

most beautiful of all!

January and February birthday celebrants, from left, Richard 
Wangner, Eloise Nenon, Cheryl Wangner, Bill Larson, Sue 
Roberts, Harold Moyer, George English & Connie Kadala

Mary Knight holds up a 
Valentine’s Day message  
made by Garlene Towne

Sharing a meal together are, from left, Eloise 
Nenon, Bob Martin, Dave Rowland, John 

Walker and Amy Boltz

Sunday Morning Faithflix
March 11, 18 and 25  *  11:45 a.m. - 12:45 p.m.

Join us for food, film and fellowship Sunday mornings from 11:45 a.m. – 12:45 
p.m. in the Parlor on March 11, 18, and 25.   We will enjoy a light lunch while 
watching and discussing film clips on various faith topics.  Our "Faithflix" 
selections will come from www.theworkofthepeople.org.  No prep, no stress, 
no registration — just come as you are able!  Led by Meg Baker.
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2018 Mulch Sale
March 17, 2018
All proceeds from the annual Mulch Sale will be used to 
provide food for the hungry families in our community 
through the 20895 – Hunger Free Zone Ministry.  Thank 
your for helping us to feed our neighbors!

Shredded Pine Mulch
Shredded Hardwood Mulch

 Pine Bark Nuggets

$6.00 per bag (3 cu. ft. ea)

Delivery and Pick Up
If you live in the Kensington or Garrett Park ZIP codes (20895 or 20896), in Parkwood, or the 20815 ZIP code north of 
Jones Bridge Road, we offer Free Curbside or Driveway delivery for 10 or more bags.  We will deliver the mulch to your 
house on Saturday, March 17.  Orders under 10 bags or for homes outside the areas listed above should be picked up 
in the St. Paul’s parking lot between 10:00 a.m. and 12:00 noon on Saturday, March 17.

To order, complete the form below and mail or drop it off to:
 St. Paul's UMC
 Attn: Mulch Sale
 10401 Armory Avenue
 Kensington, MD 20895

Orders must be paid in advance and received at the church no later than Sunday, March 11.  Call us at (301) 933-7933 
or email stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org if you have questions.  Thank you again for helping us feed our hungry neighbors!

Orders may also be placed online and paid using a 
credit card at stpaulsk.org/community/mulch

Cut Here

Name: Street:

Zip:

City:

Mulch
Type

No. of
Bags

Price Total

Home Phone:

Cell Phone:

Email Address:

Special Instructions:

Total Amount of CHECK 
(payable to "St. Paul's UMC" 
put "Mulch" on memo line)

Shredded 
HARDWOOD

Shredded 
PINE

PINE BARK 
Nuggets

@ $6.00

@ $6.00

@ $6.00

= ________

= ________

= ________

= ________



15   EPISTLE  |  MARCH 2018

March 2018
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1  
7:30pm Sanctuary Choir 

2  
9am Church Women 
United 
7pm Middle High SPY 

3  
8am Pancake 
Breakfast 
10am Pie with the 
Pastors 

4  
9am Worship & Communion 
10:30am Children’s Chapel & 
Sunday School 
10:30am Worship & Communion 
11:45am Food Sorting 
11:45am Youth Choir 
4:30pm Confirmation Class 
6:30pm Senior High SPY 
 

5  
7pm Communion Collect 
Food Distribution 

6  
10am Prayer Lift 
10:45am Jericho Road, 
Condensed 
7pm Disciple I 
7pm Adult Ed: The 
Forgotten Jesus, Jesus 
from Prophecy to 
Praise, The Jericho 
Road 

7  
10:30am Martha Circle 
6:30pm Joyful Ringers! 
7pm Still Wednesday  
7:30pm Lydia Circle 
7:30pm UMM Exec 
Meeting 
8pm Jochebed Circle 

8  
7:30pm Sanctuary Choir 

9  
7pm Middle High SPY 

10  
Daylight Saving Time 
is almost here - spring 
clocks FORWARD 
tonight! 

11  
9am Worship & Communion 
10:30am Children’s Chapel & 
Sunday School 
10:30am Youth Sunday School  
10:30am Worship 
11:45am Adult Ed: FaithFlix 
11:45am Youth Choir 
4:30pm Confirmation Class 
6:30pm Senior High SPY 
 

12  
1pm Staff Meeting 
7pm Stephen Ministers 
7pm Yarn Ministry 

13  
10am Prayer Lift 
10:45am Jericho Road, 
Condensed 
11:30am Friendship 
Club 
7pm Disciple I 
7pm Adult Ed: The 
Forgotten Jesus, Jesus 
from Prophecy to 
Praise, The Jericho 
Road 

14  
6:30pm Joyful Ringers! 
7pm Still Wednesday  
7pm Church Council 
Meeting 
7pm Finance 
Committee Meeting 

15  
7:30pm Sanctuary Choir 

16  
Senior High SPY Retreat 
begins 

17  
Senior High SPY 
Retreat 
8am Mulch Sale 

18  
Senior High SPY Retreat ends  
9am Worship & Communion 
9am Joyful Ringers! 
10:30am Children’s Chapel & 
Sunday School 
10:30am Youth Sunday School 
10:30am Worship 
11:45am Adult Ed: FaithFlix 
11:45am Youth Choir 
4:30pm Confirmation Class 
 

19  
No church activities 
scheduled. 

20  
10am Prayer Lift 
10:45am Jericho Road, 
Condensed 
12:00pm Taste & Sing 
7pm Disciple I 
7pm Adult Ed: The 
Forgotten Jesus, Jesus 
from Prophecy to 
Praise, The Jericho 
Road 

21  
6:30pm Joyful Ringers! 
7pm Still Wednesday  

22  
7:30pm Sanctuary Choir 

23  
7pm Middle High SPY 

24  
No church activities 
scheduled 

25  Palm Sunday 
9am Worship & Communion 
10:30am Youth Sunday School 
10:30am Worship  
(Children age 2 through grade 5 
begin in worship) 
10:45am Children’s Sunday 
School 
11:45am Adult Ed: FaithFlix 
4:30pm Confirmation Class 
6:30pm Senior High SPY 

26  
Montgomery County 
Public School Spring 
Break begins 
1pm Staff Meeting 
7pm Yarn Ministry 

27  
10am Prayer Lift 
10:45am Bible Study 
7pm Journey Group  
 

28  
6:30pm Joyful Ringers! 
7pm Still Wednesday  
7pm Justice & 
Compassion Meeting 

29  Maundy Thursday 
7:30 pm Maundy 
Thursday Worship 
 

30  Good Friday 
7:30pm Good Friday 
Worship 

31  
9:30am Easter 
Eggstravaganza 
 
Get ready – tomorrow 
is Easter Sunday! 

 

Looking to promote an upcoming activity or opportunity at St. Paul's?  Have photos you would like to share of a recent 
event?  Submit it to the church office by the 15th of the month to be published in the next edition of the Epistle.  Text 
should be about 250 words.  For more info, please contact Erin Steele at stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org or (301) 933-7933.

Submissions for the April edition of the Epistle are due by March 15.  
Submit  an article to stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org or drop it off in 

the church office.



St. Paul's United 
Methodist Church
10401 Armory Avenue
Kensington, Maryland 20895

Worship Schedule
Sunday 9:00 a.m.
Worship with Communion in the 
Sanctuary.  Nursery Care Available.

Sunday 10:30 a.m.
Worship in the Sanctuary.  Sunday 
School & Nursery Care Available.

Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
Still Wednesday Worship in the 
Sanctuary.

Church
Office Hours

Monday - Friday
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Four Options 
for Receiving 
the Epistle…

EMAIL (color) 
Send an email to 
stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org

DOWNLOAD (color) 
Go to the St. Paul's website 
www.stpaulsk.org and 
download a PDF version.

MAIL (B+W) 
To receive an Epistle in the 
mail, please contact the 
church office.

PICK UP (B+W) 
Copies of the current 
Epistle are available in the 
Narthex and church office.

March 2018
March 4:
March 11:
March 18:
March 25:

John 2:13-22
John 3:14-21
John 12:20-33
Mark 11:1-11


