
 

 
 

Great gifts mean great responsibilities; greater gifts, greater responsibilities! (Luke 12:48, “The Message”) 
 

July 10, 2022 
 

Greetings, God’s Beloved! 
 

What a joy it is to be in service and ministry with you in this season. We are at the midway point of the year, 

which invites a time of reflection on what has been accomplished thus far. We’ve begun our long-awaited 

renovation project; awarded educational scholarships to six students; and taken the steps necessary to 

compensate our staff. In 2021, we satisfactorily honored our conference apportionment/mission share 

repayment agreement, entered because of income shortfalls in 2020. We’ve continued to feed those in need 

and have provided resources for those immigrating to our area. All of this is possible because of your 

commitment to and love for God’s church and God’s people. 
 

Last year we kicked off a robust stewardship campaign with phenomenal pledge results. New givers joined our 

journey and others stepped up their giving. We give God praise for the promises so God’s work will continue. 
 

Here is where we find ourselves at the midpoint of our 2022 stewardship journey. Currently our anticipated 

pledge income has not materialized, which has resulted in a $90,000 shortfall of expected income.  
 

In the past our revenues have been supplemented by annual events such as yard and apple sales. COVID, a 

decline in manpower, pastoral leaves and appointments, the state of the denomination and the unexpected 

economic inflation, have all caused us to rethink how we continue to maintain financial stability in this new 

environment of liminality. For some of these same reasons, other churches in our conference have made 

difficult decisions such as reducing ministries and cutting staff positions. We were able to avoid these 

measures in 2020 and 2021 because of your commitments to give. 
 

I truly understand the many nuances and situations that surround our ability to give. At no point is our 

invitation intended to create financial hardship or burden upon anyone. I pray you understand that. Please 

consider: 

• If you have not begun to honor your pledge commitment or are behind, I ask if you are able to take the 

steps necessary towards doing so.  

• If you are unable to honor your pledge fully or partially, please reach out to me at pallen@stpaulsk.org. 

Life happens to all of us!  

• If you have been giving and are able to continue or if you are able to prepay your pledge, we thank you. 
 

Beloved, to the best of our ability we want to do our part to reverse the current trend. We want to decrease 

and eliminate the revenue gap, so that we can continue to be the welcoming and inclusive community that 

feeds the physically and spiritually hungry, clothes and supports those embracing life in unfamiliar settings, 

and provides the support that allows our physical plant to be a house of safety, sharing, and celebration! 
 

Peace and Blessings, 

 Rev. Dr. Patricia Allen, Senior Pastor 


