
Greetings All! 

 I pray you are all safe and well as we continue to navigate this time apart. Truly only 

God could have known what lay ahead as we crossed the threshold into this season of so many 

adjustments. Yet through it all God has been faithful to us as we continue to serve as the hands 

and feet of Christ in the world. 

  Our journey together has just begun yet there is much that I have already come to know 

about the great people of St. Paul’s Kensington. You have a heart for God’s people which is 

evidenced by your care of the community. Even now, the United Methodist Men and others 

through donations are supporting unemployed restaurant workers.  

           Your deep concern for those who may be shut in is shown in the many cards that you 

send, letting people know they are loved and not forgotten. 

          Your willingness to be the hands and feet of Christ is ever so evident in how you are 

serving with Bethesda Helps, providing meals for St. Paul’s families as well as the women’s 

shelter, and initiating a prayer line to lift up all of God’s people in prayer. 

     Indeed I have learned so much about you in these first few months and excitedly look forward 

to knowing you even better.  

     The staff and I are in prayer with and for you as we become aware of those of you who are 

enduring  unimaginable difficulties. We know some have been furloughed, had hours reduced or 

had their jobs eliminated. We know some of you have lost loved ones. We know there are those 

who are serving on the front lines. We know some are separated from those for whom they are 

concerned. We know some have had milestone life celebrations canceled.  I cannot stress enough 

that we not only offer our prayerful support but also our willingness to walk with you as you 



need us, through these difficult times. Do not hesitate to reach out to Pastor Kate or myself either 

through email pallen@stpaulsk.org or kfulton@stpaulsk.org, or by calling the church leaving a 

message on either of our voicemails. 

We give thanks for those who have been able to continue to give. We began the year with 

our giving below last year’s. Yet as God has moved you, we are steadily closing the gap between 

where we are and where we would like to be. It is your faithful giving that allows us to provide 

grocery store gift cards to the families served through the Hunger Ministry. It is your faithful 

giving that allows us to support those in our church family who also stand in need. It is your 

faithful  giving that allows us to keep all staff employed and not create any undue hardship for 

them or their families.  

Though we are not physically gathering, the work of the church continues. We have 

created a Re-Opening Task Force,  from this moment on known as the Re-Entering Well Team, 

to help navigate the details of how we might plan to move forward when we are able. While we 

await further guidance from our Governor and Bishop, our current plan for the summer involves 

a modified “online summer worship experience”. During the summer, our first Sunday worship 

experience will most closely resemble what we are accustomed to. The other Sundays will be a 

collection of different worship experiences and expressions, all of which invite us to see God.  

 Unfortunately the staff and I have made the difficult but necessary decision  to cancel all 

activities and events scheduled between now and the end of August. Again as we await further 

guidance, if we have the opportunity we may revisit some of those decisions. 

Travis Stalcup and the Reconciling Steering Committee continue their work toward 

creating a welcoming statement for our church. The Steering Committee will offer the 



opportunity for comment at a later date. While this work continues, we are mindful that no final 

vote on becoming a Reconciling congregation can be taken at this time due to our inability to 

gather in person for such a vote.  

 Mike Barnes and the Building Committee continue conversations with the architect and 

contractors  as we await further guidance and information from county agencies 

The work of St. Paul’s Kensington to shape and form all generations of believers 

continues as the Christian Education Director Dr. Meg Baker  and Youth Pastor Micah Smartt 

offer a host of virtual opportunities to engage and connect with each other and Christ. 

To say this has been an unusual beginning as pastor and congregation  is an 

understatement. Yet I am encouraged by the resilience St. Paul’s has already demonstrated. 

While I continue to get to know you, I commit to being transparent in my leadership.  I commit 

to invite your voices to the table wherever possible; realizing there are times when the urgency of 

the situation might not allow that opportunity. I commit to being in prayer with and for you; as 

you seek God’s will for your life as well as for the church.  

 As difficult as this may be now, please know there is life beyond this.  God is with us, in 

the midst of all that is happening now, and will be with us as we move beyond the crisis and 

continue the work of feeding God’s people in body and spirit.  

I thank you for being the faithful servants of Christ that you are. Be safe and Be well 

Pastor Pat 

  

  

  


