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WELCOME BACK

YOUTH RETURNS FROM SUMMER BREAK
Welcome back to youth, friends! I hope you have had a
great summer so far. Since we've got about a month
left before school begins, we're getting ready to get
back into the swing of things! I've been in the office
just about every week this summer (excluding a few
days of rest and relaxation here and there), getting
everything ready for the new school year, from
planning trips and retreats for next year, to rearranging
furniture, and just about everything in between. A lot of
work has gone into all the brand new things that we've
got going on, plus the return of programs you already
know and love, so I hope you are as excited as I am for
our youth program to be back in action!
- Micah Smartt
Youth Pastor

NEW SCHEDULE, SAME GREAT YOUTH

IMPORTANT DATES
THIS MONTH:

August 12 - CYM @ 11:45
August 19 - Youth Begins!

LOOKING AHEAD:

September 2 - Labor Day
Weekend - NO YOUTH
September 7-8 - Senior High
Lock-In
September 8 - Middle High
Laser Tag Party
September 9 - Parent Meeting
at 11:45
September 9 - Youth Formal
Kick-Off Parties
September 28-30 - Middle
High West River Retreat

BEGINS SUNDAY, AUGUST 19 | MIDDLE HIGH @ 4:30 - 6:00 | SENIOR HIGH @ 6:30 - 8:30
Due to a number of factors, the Council on Youth Ministries (CYM) has approved a
change in programming dates and times. To this end, our regular youth
programming activities have moved to Sundays! Starting on Sunday, August 19,
we'll be back to our weekly programming, with Middle High starting at 4:30 and
ending at 6:00. After that, there is a 30 minute grace period in which parents with
youth in both groups may pick up Middle High youth later or drop off Senior High
youth earlier, to help cut down on the number of trips. At 6:30, Senior High youth
will begin, and will last until 8:30. Of course, we know that several families will still
be traveling until after Labor Day Weekend, so we'll have our more formal kick-off
events and parties after Labor Day Weekend. For more information on those events,
keep reading!

LAUNCHING - MIDWEEK STUDY

THURSDAYS, STARTING MID-SEPTEMBER | COST: $0 (FREE) | ALL YOUTH
Looking to learn more about the faith we share? Starting soon, St. Paul's Youth will launch a
midweek Bible study. This study will be done on a trial basis through the fall, until the
Winter Break, and then re-evaluated to see if this is something we can continue to do. No
curriculum or topics have been chosen yet, so look for more information in the September
SPY Briefing. Please contact Micah at msmartt@stpaulsk.org if you have any questions.

SENIOR HIGH LOCK-IN

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 7 @ 7:00 | ST. PAUL'S UMC | SH SPY | COST: $20
Our first major welcome back event for our Senior High SPY group is a Lock-In!
This much requested event will begin on Friday, September 7 at 7:00 in the
Youth Lounge and will end with us joining the United Methodist Men sponsored
Pancake Breakfast on Saturday, September 8! The cost of $20 will cover a pizza
dinner, snacks, breakfast, and some surprises! Sign-ups will be available on our
website soon, so keep an eye out!

MIDDLE HIGH LASER TAG PARTY

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 8 | 6:30 - 9:00 | ST. PAUL'S UMC | MH SPY | COST : $15
For our Middle High SPY group, our welcome back event is a Laser Tag party. Instead
of driving all the way out to some laser tag place, we'll be having this party right in
our church! We'll start at 6:30 on Saturday, September 8, with a pizza dinner,
followed by our laser tag main event, which will take place within the halls of our
church, all for just $15. Sign-ups will be available online in the next few weeks, so be
sure to check our website in mid-August!

MH FALL RETREAT

PARENT MEETING

SEPTEMBER 28-30 | WEST RIVER RETREAT CENTER | MH SPY | COST: $85

SEPTEMBER 9 @ 11:45 | YOUTH LOUNGE | ALL INTERESTED
Parents! Want to learn more about Youth Ministry at St.

The Middle High Fall Retreat always sneaks up on us, so we want to make sure

Paul's? This is the perfect opportunity to come and hear

you have plenty of time to prepare! This year's theme is "To Build a Kingdom,"

more about what we do, when we do it, and why this is so

in which we'll explore what it takes to rule a kingdom, the rise and fall of the

important. There will be a time to ask questions, and

kingdom of Israel, and what Jesus has to say about the Kingdom of Heaven.

possibly some presentations from youth about various trips

Tons of fun activities are planned for us already, so you won't want to miss this!

and activities. Light refreshments will be provided. Just

Sign-ups arrive online in Mid-August, so be sure to mark your calendars!

come on down to the youth lounge after the 10:30 service

SH FALL RETREAT

on September 9.

NOVEMBER 9-11 | WEST RIVER RETREAT CENTER | SH SPY | COST: $85
There's plenty of time before the Senior High Fall Retreat, but we want to
make sure you won't miss this one. This fall, our theme is "Seussian
Theology," which will explore basic biblical stories and concepts while
relating them to the stories of Dr. Seuss. To add to the fun, this trip will be a
throwback to our childhood days, with blanket forts and plenty of snacktimes!
Check for a sign-up mid August on our church website!

YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL
ON HIATUS UNTIL SEPTEMBER 9 | ALL YOUTH
Our Sunday School does not meet during the summer!

Instead, please attend services with your family when you
are able, or volunteer to help with Summer Sunday School
for the younger generations! Youth Sunday School will start
back up on its regular schedule on September 9 at 10:30!

ROCK 2019

FEBRUARY 8-10 | OCEAN CITY, MD | SH SPY | COST: $75
ROCK is an event sponsored by the Baltimore Washington

Remember:
Scholarships are
available for our
trips and
retreats!

Conference of the United Methodist Church (which St.
Paul's is a part of). This event is a time for youth to hear a
speaker, worship, and recharge with each other, and youth
groups around D.C. and Maryland.. Unfortunately, we didn't
go last year, due to lack of sign-ups. Tickets for the event go
on sale in September, so we will be putting an interest form
online mid-August to determine the viability of this trip!

SUMMER 2019 TRIPS

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE | COSTS MAY VARY
As always, we like to keep pretty busy, even in the summer. The
summer of 2019 will be no different. As of this moment, there are
2 trips planned for the Senior High and 1 trip that both groups
may attend. We are still looking for ideas for the Middle High to do
something during the summer, so we welcome any and all
suggestions! Interest forms for each trip will become available
online Mid-August, to assess viability of each trip option. Without

COUNCIL ON YOUTH MINISTRIES
AUGUST 12 @ 11:45 | YOUTH LOUNGE | ALL YOUTH
Our Council on Youth Ministries is a group that meets to make decisions

about trips, events, budget, and various other items concerning the Youth
Group. The meeting is open to all that wish to participate! Currently, voting
members must be considered active (semi-regular attendance) in youth
events. During our August meeting, some of the items we will be discussing
are changes to our CYM Constitution, setting some dates based on the new
year, and coming up with some new events for the coming school year! If you
are interested in helping to make decisions that affect the youth group,
please contact Micah at msmartt@stpaulsk.org for more information.

CAMPERSHIPS

further ado, here's a peak at our Summer 2019 line-up.
Work Camp 2019 | Scranton, PA | June 23-29
Back by popular demand is our annual trip with Group Work
Camps. This time, we'll be heading north to Scranton, PA, home
of The Office, for our home repair trip. Surprise: this Work Camp
has what they call "Semi-Private Housing," which (from what
we've been told) means we'll be staying on a college campus in
dorm rooms, sharing a bathroom with another suite! This trip is
open to all SH SPY, and the 2019-2020's school year freshman.
Tentatively, we have 20 spots available to youth and chaperones.
Borderlands | El Paso, TX | Tentatively July 15-23
Consider this trip an immersion: Micah will be leading a group to
his hometown of El Paso, Texas, to help learn about the history of
the southwest (basic Texas history, history of religion and culture
of the area, etc.) and issues of what are called the Borderlands

AVAILABLE TO ANY YOUTH!
We do a lot of great things here at St. Paul's Youth, and many of those things

(including, but not limited to: gun control, conservation, poverty,

are free or fairly cheap. However, we do have trips and retreats that can cost

sightseeing opportunities, such as White Sands National Park,

quite a bit more. That being said, we never want a youth to be left out of a
trip or event because of money. We will do what we can to make sure that
you/your youth is able to participate with us. These events we attend can be
life changing experiences, and we don't want anyone to miss out! If you ever
find that you need a scholarship, for any reason, for any major trip or
retreat, do not hesitate to contact Micah at msmartt@stpaulsk.org to inquire
about scholarships.

PHOTO & SOCIAL MEDIA POLICY

and immigration). Along the way, we'll visit some great
Carlsbad Caverns, and many other beautiful sites of the
Southwest (plus indulge in some top notch Mexican cuisine!). This
trip will be available to all SH SPY. The number of participants will
likely be limited to 20.
Wilderness Trail | Appalachian Trail | Likely July 31 - August 6
Each year, we participate in Wilderness Trail, a backpacking
based ministry that takes place along the Appalachian Trail.
Normally, each trip is open to a group of 8, both adults and youth.
Hopefully, we will take 2 groups of 8 next year during the above
week (registrations have not yet opened, and will not until mid-

FOR YOUR INFORMATION
Pictures taken at youth events may be used as promotional material on

September). All youth are able to participate in this trip.

Facebook, Instagram, or church publications. If you are uncomfortable with

We have been looking since last year for something fun and

having your picture being used in this way for any reason, please contact

meaningful for our Middle High students to do during the summer

Micah at msmartt@stpaulsk.org so he can remove any pictures, and we will

as an overnight trip, but to no avail. We will continue to look for

not use any pictures featuring you/your child in the future. When using

opportunities in the coming months and will hopefully have an

pictures in church publications, we will not attach names.

event just for them in Summer 2019.

MH Overnight Event | Location TBD | Date TBD

Any ways in which you interact with our social media is up to you and your
parents and is not a required part of participation in youth programming. Any
use of social media on our part is for promotion of events, including but not
limited to weekly Youth Group, Retreats, and special events. We may tag
individuals that follow our account on Instagram. If you are uncomfortable
with a tag or a picture, we will remove it immediately.

Questions? Comments?
Concerns? Feel free to contact
Micah at msmartt@stpaulsk.org
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