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Letter From the Senior Pastor
My dear friends:
We are now legal. And still not for sale.
On behalf of the Building Committee and the Capital Campaign
Committee, I reiterate their recent thanks for your patience as we have navigated
through the laborious permit and bidding processes for our planned building
renovation. I also share their enthusiasm that progress is now being made.
Permitting a complex project like this one always takes time, but in the
course of getting our building and site approvals we discovered some ancient
issues. A major one was that our beloved church was long ago constructed on
multiple building lots.
The land upon which St. Paul's was built back in the 1890s (and then
later in the 1950s and 1960s) was once residential. Those visionary St. Paul's
members who came before us a half-century and more ago bought up a total
of 10 small residential parcels on Fawcett Street and Armory Avenue. These
make up the 1.71 acres that we now occupy.
Zoning regulations at the time were not complex, so building a church
on top of several lot lines was not a big deal fifty years ago. It's a big deal now,
though. When we applied for our permits last year the code enforcement
folks flagged this as a faux pas that required us to go through the subdivision
process.
Usually people go through the subdivision process to subdivide land
and create building lots. We were unusual in that we were consolidating land.
This is less difficult, but not less time-consuming. Having a survey done, drawing
up the plans, and getting the required signatures all took time. But, we are now
officially consolidated. And legal.
I knew we were legal when a land developer called me a couple of
weeks ago. He got right to the point. "Do you have land for sale in Kensington?"
he asked. "We have a yard sale coming up," I thought, "but it doesn't include
the yard." He said he had seen our approved subdivision and wanted to buy
the land we had created. I explained that we had just done a lot consolidation,
not a subdivision. "So," he said, "are you selling your consolidated land now?" He
really wanted to buy land in Kensington. I took this as a sign that the real estate
business must be booming. I also took it as a sign that our plans were approved.
"St. Paul’s has been here for over a hundred years," I told my eager land
developer, "and I guess we’ll be here for another hundred more. Sorry, it's not for
sale."
Light and peace in Jesus Christ,
A.B. Snell
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From the Desk of Pastor Kate
Dear St. Paul’s Family,
The first week of October is Mental Illness Awareness Week, a time for
national and local mental health organizations to raise awareness of resources
for those suffering from mental illness. A national survey conducted in
2013 showed that in any given year, 18.5% of the American population is
experiencing an active episode of mental illness. That’s roughly one in every
five people, yet less than half of them will have the means and willingness
to seek treatment. I wonder how many of us here at St. Paul’s could count
ourselves among that number?
St. Paul’s has had a wonderful resource for those going through tough times
in the form of our Stephen Ministry, which was recently recognized by
the national Stephen Ministries St. Louis organization for over 25 years of
service in our community. Stephen Ministers walk alongside those suffering
from chronic illness, unemployment, bereavement and all sorts of other life
challenges. I cannot recommend them highly enough and am so grateful to
work alongside our Stephen Ministers in providing the best possible care to
our members here at St. Paul’s.
For me, part of good preventative strategy is taking time for regular
Sabbath. Andrew and I have a longstanding tradition of taking a trip each
year around my birthday; this year, we will be road-tripping through the
Berkshire Mountains during the second week
of October, visiting Andrew’s parents and
godmother along the way. I’ll return on
Laity Sunday as we celebrate our vital lay
ministries, commission our newest class
of Stephen Leaders and invite you to find
new ways to serve at our Mission Fair in
Heavener Hall.
Blessings to you on your journey!
Pastor Kate

Ministry Fair
Sunday, October 14 * Following Worship * Heavener Hall
Are you new to St. Paul's and looking to find a place to serve? Been here
forever and ready to try something new? Then come to the Ministry Fair in
Heavener Hall on Sunday, October 14 following both services. We'll have
a special expanded coffee hour with tasty snacks to try while you explore
our many ministry opportunities, along with representatives of each group
on hand to answer your questions! For more details or to sign-up your
group to participate, please contact Pastor Kate at kfulton@stpaulsk.org or
(301) 933-7933 ext. 103.
2 EPISTLE | OCTOBER 2018

Contact Us
SENIOR PASTOR
Rev. Dr. Adam B. Snell
absnell@stpaulsk.org
-------------------------------ASSOCIATE PASTOR
Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton
kfulton@stpaulsk.org
-------------------------------YOUTH PASTOR
Micah Smartt
msmartt@stpaulsk.org
-------------------------------DIRECTOR of CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Meg Baker
mbaker@stpaulsk.org
-------------------------------DIRECTOR of MUSIC
N. Thomas Pedersen
tpedersen@stpaulsk.org
-------------------------------ORGANIST
Marvin Mills
mmills@stpaulsk.org
-------------------------------OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR
Erin Steele
stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org
-------------------------------TREASURER
Sharon Zeigler
szeigler@stpaulsk.org
-------------------------------FACILITIES MANAGER
Tracey Furman
tfurman@stpaulsk.org
-------------------------------EPISTLE LAYOUT & DESIGN
Jay Codner
jgcodner@gmail.com

Stay Connected!
If you're not already receiving our
weekly emails and monthly Epistle,
please contact the church office.
Phone: (301) 933-7933
Email: stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org

Lectionary
October 2018
Sunday, October 7
Isaiah 2:2-4
Rev. Adam B. Snell Preaching
Sunday, October 14
To Be Announced
Laity Guest Speaker
Sunday, October 21
Job 23:1-9, Hebrews 4:12-16
Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton Preaching
Sunday, October 28
Mark 10:46-52
Rev. Adam B. Snell Preaching

November 2018
Sunday, November 4
John 11:32-44
Rev. Adam B. Snell Preaching
Sunday, November 11
Psalm 127
Rev. Adam B. Snell Preaching
Sunday, November 18
Matthew 6:25-33
Rev. Adam B. Snell Preaching
Thanksgiving Community Service
Date, Time & Location To Be
Announced Soon!
Sunday, November 25
Revelation 1:4b-8
Rev. Adam B. Snell Preaching

Sunday Worship
Sunday @ 9:00 a.m.
Worship with Holy Communion in the
Sanctuary. Nursery Care available.
Sunday @ 10:30 a.m.
Worship in the Sanctuary. Sunday
School and Nursery Care available.

A Way Forward
As we have shared before, a Special Session of
General Conference will be held in February
2019 to act on the report of the Commission on
a Way Forward. As February 2019 approaches,
we will be providing updates on this important
development in the history and evolution of
the United Methodist Church (UMC).
On July 21, 2018, The Commission on a Way
Forward (following the charge it received at
the 2016 UMC General Conference) released
its final report to the General Conference for
consideration by the world-wide UMC. The charge to the Commission was
to discern a path forward for our denomination concerning human sexuality,
same-gender unions, and full inclusion of our LGBTQIA brothers and sisters
within all aspects of ministry. The Report includes extensive background
material on the work of the Commission as well as extensive descriptions
of the three plans that will be considered at the February 2019 General
Conference. The three plans are outlined briefly below:
One Church Plan (selected elements):
 Maintains the current leadership of the denomination as one body.
 Does not require any annual conference, bishop, congregation, or
pastor to act contrary to their convictions.
 Removes restrictive language from our current Book of Discipline.
Connectional Conference Plan (selected elements):
 Creates three value-based connectional conferences with distinct
definitions of accountability, contextualization; and justice.
 Allows for a Book of Discipline within each connectional conference.
Traditional Church Plan (selected elements):
 Strengthens the current language of the Book of Discipline
concerning human sexuality.
 Streamlines the process for violations of the Book of Discipline
concerning human sexuality.
The Council of Bishops has recommended the One Church Plan.
Read Bishop LaTrelle Easterling’s official statement (dated May 6, 2018)
regarding the recommendation of the Council of Bishops, at www.bwcumc.
org/news-and-views/bishop-easterlings-statement-on-a-way-forward/
Currently, the Judicial Council is considering a number of petitions that,
if accepted, would also be presented to the delegates at the General
Conference.
The final outcome of the February 2019 General Conference will affect
individual congregations like St. Paul’s throughout the UMC. For more details
on this important issue, we recommend reading the weekly newsletter,
UM – Insight, available online at um-insight.net.
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Congregational Care
Thank You

Thank You

Dear Adam and my friends at St. Paul’s:

Friends at St. Paul's UMC:

I am overwhelmed by the prayer support I have received
over the past several months from those at St. Paul’s.
It is truly gratifying and greatly appreciated to receive
so many cards and flowers, expressing concern and
prayerfully wishing me better health. Many, many thanks
for all the support.

Thank you so much for your generous donation of NEW
school supplies to Interfaith Works Clothing Center. Thank
you for also adding a smile to the faces of the wonderful
children we serve. The Interfaith Works Clothing Center
distributes donated items free of charge to low-income
residents of Montgomery County. By providing basic
necessities free of charge we enable our clients to use
their scarce financial resources for other pressing needs
such as rent, food, transportation, and healthcare. We are
happy that you have joined our efforts to provide this
much needed service. We are looking forward to seeing
you again! You rock!

Warm regards,
Helen Rhodes

Bear one another's burdens, and in this
way you will fulfill the law of Christ.
- Galatians 6:2

Thank You

In gratitude,
Monica Barberis-Young
Director of Family Services at Interfaith Works

Thank You

Dear Sr. Paul's Family:
I wish to thank everyone for the many prayers and cards
I have received. They always brighten my days. Thank
you as well for the lovely altar flowers. They are always
lovely. As soon as the weather gets cooler, I shall try to
come to church. I miss attending.
Fondly,
Ellie Malone

Dear Rev. Snell,
You and your congregation have meant much to me
during my long "getting well" period. The loving wishes
and prayers have lifted my spirits and helped in many
ways. Thanks to all of you. You are wonderful.
Blessings and love,
Jackie Phillips

Send a Card or Note
These members would appreciate your thoughts and expressions of care...

Mrs. Lois Baker
333 Russell Avenue
Kindley Building, Rm. 318
Gaithersburg, MD 20877

Mrs. Marianne
Blankenship
3501 Woodridge Avenue
Wheaton, MD 20902

Ms. Janet Colwell
Manor Care
11901 Georgia Ave., #239
Wheaton, MD 20902

Mrs. Dorothea
Depenbrock
1709 Luzerne Avenue
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Mrs. Grace Lawson
8413 Nunley Drive
Appartment D
Baltimore, MD 21234

Mrs. Mae Miles
3616 Littledale Road
#207A
Kensington, MD 20895

Mrs. Ruth Sylvester
333 Russell Avenue
Kindley Building, #303
Gaithersburg, MD 20877

Mrs. Margaret Thayer
3160 Gracefield Rd., #1122
RC
Silver Spring, MD 20904

Do you have a thank you note to share with the clergy, staff or congregation at St. Paul's?
Share it with us at stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org by the 15th of the month to have it included in the next Epistle.
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More Congregational Care
Welcome!
A warm welcome to our newest members
who joined the St. Paul's congregation during
the summer months

Martie Isralow
Gary & Martha-Frances Burak
We are glad you are here and look forward to
spending times of worship and fellowship
together in the future! Welcome!

Celebration of Birth

Still Wednesday

Wednesdays * 7:00-8:00 p.m.
The constant barrage of news and knowledge
can dominate our minds. It's increasingly difficult
to find time to be quiet, to listen, and to pray.
Bring your desire for stillness and God’s loving
and eternal presence to this weekly offering of
reflection, silence, and prayer. The weekly prayer
forms and themes are listed below.
October 3
Ignation Immagination
Care for Creation

October 10
Visio Divina
Witness

October 17
Media Divina
Prayer for the World

October 24
Poetry
Mary Oliver

A flower graced the altar during the
month of August to celebrate the birth of

Landon Ryan
great-grandson of Julie Blantz

Sympathy
Our deepest sympathy is expressed to
these members who mourn the loss of
loved ones during the month of August

October 31
No Meeting!
Contact Kenzie Raulin at kenzier@rcn.com or
(301) 237-1520 with any questions.

Card Ministry

Jean Clark & Family
following the death of her mother,
Elsie Clark

Jenny Henderson & Family
following the death of her mother,
Jewel Baxter

Family of Linda Byrd Johnson
following her death

Friends & Family of Brookewood's
Father Winthrop Brainerd
following his death

Send a card and put a smile on
someone's face! Stop by the
Visitor’s Desk in the Narthex on
Sunday morning and pick up
a card to send. The envelopes
are already addressed and have
the correct postage. All you
need to do is write a short note
or sign it and put it in the mail.
It's that easy!

Prayer Requests
Have a joy or concern? In need
of prayer support? Submit an
online prayer request, day or
night. You will have the option
to share your request with
the Prayer Lift team or only
share directly with the pastors.
Visit our website to submit an
online prayer request form at
stpaulsk.org/community/
prayer-requests.
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Sunday School News
Christian Education Sunday
This fall’s Sunday School season is off
to a great start at St. Paul’s! It has been
a thrill to see the education wing come
alive with children excited to be there
and teachers eager to greet them.
Our programming for adults is also well underway, with four Supper
& Study classes, two long-term studies, and ongoing weekly
opportunities such as the Tuesday Lectionary Bible Study and
Adult Sunday School.
We had the opportunity during Christian Education Sunday to
celebrate the time and talents of the many who stand at the fore
of faith formation for people of all ages – from preschoolers to
nonagenarians. We are very grateful for their service!
Sunday School Teachers & Leaders
Meg Baker
Jim Bartley
Margarita Bartley
Reena Bazawada
Sarah Beck
Cathy Bobrow
Martha Frances Burak
Hans Chen
Sandie Chen
Billy Coale
Raquel Coale
Jay Codner
Suzan Crump

Carol Davies
Ashley Derr
Ashley DiLeo
Zack DiLeo
Amy Frontz
Leigha Gordillo
Alice Graham
Jenny Lipford
Ryan Lipford
Lesley Maloney
Ruth Melson
Kim Minarik
Kathy Mullens

Linda O'Reilly
Emily Petrus
Erin Richmond
Vern Schinski
Micah Smartt
Emily Smith
Jim Smith
Rachel Stalcup
Travis Stalcup
Bill Stephens
Kathleen Stephens
David Weaver
Abby White

St. Paul's Youth (SPY) Leaders
Micah Smartt

Jay Codner

Holly Johnston

Adult Education Leaders
Meg Baker
Jay Codner
Rich Higgins
Nancy Holland
Mark Huff
Kate Mackereth Fulton

Joe Mangin
Sandy Mangin
Mike McCurry
Kathy Mullens
Bob Nordstrom
Jarrett Perlow
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Emily Sama-Miller
Vern Schinski
Arceli Suley
Brian Walden
Therese Walden

Learning to Use My
Bible Class
St. Paul’s will be offering a "Learning to Use
My Bible" class for children ages 7-10 on
Sunday, October 21, 11:45 a.m. to 12:45
p.m. in Room 109.
Third graders are especially encouraged to
attend – it will help them understand how
to read the Bibles they received last month!
While the class is designed for students in
grades 3-5, all ages are welcome, including
parents and siblings.
Through a variety of methods, games, and
activity stations, students will learn the
navigational tools that make Bible discovery
fun, meaningful, and rewarding, including…
 Recognizing the different kinds of
literature in the Bible.
 Finding some familiar stories in Genesis
and Exodus.
 Understanding how the Bible came
about.
 Searching by chapter and verse.
 Locating stories of Jesus’birth, teachings,
and resurrection.
 Starting a reading routine.
A light lunch will be provided and child
care will available upon request. Please
contact Director of Christian Education
Meg Baker at mbaker@stpaulsk.org or
(301) 933-7933 ext. 104 for more info. All are
encouraged to RSVP to Meg.

For more information about the
Sunday School program and other
Christian education opportunities
at St. Paul's, contact our Director of
Christian Education Meg Baker at
mbaker@stpaulsk.org or
(301) 933-7933 ext. 104.

Family Feature
Autumn Fun

Joyful Noise!

There are so many wonderful seasonal traditions in October,

Psalm 95 (among others!) encourages us to make
a joyful noise to the Lord. There are countless ways
to do this – you don't have to be an accomplished
musician. You just need to make some noise in
a joyful way! The Psalms mention a number of
musical instruments with which we can praise
God. Have fun finding them in this word-search!

such as carving a

, jumping in piles of

enjoying a cup of
National

. But did you know that October is
Month? Of course, many

forward to going out to		
just get to go

, or

on Halloween. Well, you might

more than once, because St. Paul's is

having its first-ever

on October 28 starting at 5:00 p.m.

in the church parking lot. Hope you can join in the

FUN!
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Bible Word Puzzle

TRUMPET
FLUTE
LYRE

HARP
PIPE
HORN

Unscramble the words of 2 Corinthians 12:9 – What promise
does God make to us?
__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
Y M R A G E C S I
F I S U F E T N I C
__ __ __ __ __ __ , __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
O R F U Y O R O F W E P R O

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ .
S W A N E S K E

I'm tall when I'm young, I'm short when I'm old,
and every Halloween I stand up inside of
Jack-o-lanterns. What am I?
I am a candle.

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
S I D E A M T E P C F E R N I

Riddle

Congratulations Third Graders!
As is our tradition, St. Paul’s presented personalized Bibles to third grade students during the 10:30 worship service on
Sunday, September 16:
Katherine Jane Bauer
Lauren Marie Bond
Robert Parker Brown

Zella Lee Dunn
Ellis Arlene Harvey
Colby Grayson Hauser

Isabel Manning
Andrew Edward Mullens
Eli Nicholas Smith

Henry Michael Smith
Amelia Elspeth Wegner
Isabel Alazar Woldeab
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SPY News
Sundays are for SPYs!
St. Paul's Youth (SPYs) are meeting on Sundays this year! Weekly "regular" SPY meetings are held
at St. Paul’s in the Youth Lounge and Multi-Purpose Room. Middle High will meet 4:30-6:00 p.m.
Then there's a half hour grace period for pick-ups and drop-offs before the Senior High meeting
time, 6:30-8:30 p.m.

Pumpkin Carving

Trunk-Or-Treat

For our special event in October, all youth
are invited to sign-up online to participate
in pumpkin carving! We'll have pizza at
6:00, and at 6:30 we'll carve some pumpkins
and watch Halloween movies, all for the
price of $10 per youth (this covers the
cost of pizza and one pumpkin per youth).
Carved pumpkins can be taken home
and/or donated for use at Trunk-or-Treat
the following day. For more information,
contact Youth Pastor Micah Smartt at
msmartt@stpaulsk.org or (301) 933-7933.

On Sunday, October 28, St. Paul’s
will be holding its first Trunk-or-Treat
starting at 5:00 p.m. in the church
parking lot. A Trunk-or-Treat event
allows families from across the
community to come to the parking
lot, show off Halloween costumes, and fill their bags with candy in a
safe and supervised environment. If you would like to decorate your
car and give out candy please sign-up online at goo.gl/V8WEf4. If
you would like to volunteer in some other way, please contact staff
members Micah Smartt or Meg Baker. Donation bins for those
who wish to drop off candy will be placed around the church.

Saturday, October 27 * 6:00-8:30 p.m.

Sunday, October 28 * 5:00 p.m.

Thursday Night Bible Study

Thursdays * 7:00-8:30 p.m. * SPY Lounge * All Youth

Schedule Updates
For the month of October, we have a few
cancelations to our regular SPY program
schedule. The first is for our newly launched
Thursday Night Bible Study – there will be
no class on October 11. That weekend, on
October 14, there will also be no regularly
scheduled youth group for both Middle and
Senior High groups. There will also not be
any traditional youth group scheduled on
October 28 – instead, we hope you will join
us for Trunk-or-Treat, either as a volunteer,
being part of a decorated car, or just coming
for the fellowship!
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We have officially started our Thursday Night Bible Study! Don't
worry if you haven't been coming – this study is designed for you to
drop in at any time. We are currently working through the CoLABorate
study. At the end of October, we will evaluate to decide whether
we will continue this midweek
study, change the days, times, or
study material, or cancel altogether.
Please note that there will be no
meeting on Thursday, October 11.

Follow SPY on social media!
@stpaulsk_youth

@stpaulskyouth

More SPY News
Youth Choir

All Youth * Sunday Afternoon Rehearsals
All youth (grades 6-12) are invited to
Youth Choir. If you think you can’t
sing, we challenge you to come
anyway, and let us prove you wrong!
We begin Youth Choir rehearsals on Sunday,
October 7, 11:45 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. in Room 211
and will rehearse Sunday afternoons this fall. The
Youth Choir will sing in the 10:30 a.m. worship
service on Sunday, October 21 then again Sunday
November 18, and for the 5:00 p.m. Christmas Eve
service on December 24.
For the Youth Choir to be successful, we need a
critical mass of 7 to 10 singers – or more! Since
our youth are extremely busy, we will have a
Sign-Out Calendar so we have a good grasp of how
many singers are available to rehearse each week.
In addition to working with Tom Pedersen, our
Director of Music, the Youth Choir will be assisted
by James Woods, pianist and assistant director
studying Music Direction and Composition at
Catholic University. Come join us! Please contact
Tom Pedersen at tpedersen@stpaulsk.org or call
(301) 933-7933, if you have any questions.

Senior High Fall Retreat

NOW: Friday, November 30 - Sunday, December 2
Due to several factors, we have
changed the date for the Senior
High Retreat! Though it may be
a bit cooler outside at the West
River Retreat Center, that won't
stop us from having plenty of
fun with our retreat: Seussian Theology! This retreat will be
a throwback to childhood days, full of games, juice, blanket
forts, and Dr. Seuss based bible studies! You can sign-up on the
church website. Please contact Youth Pastor Micah Smartt at
msmartt@stpaulsk.org if you have any questions!

Stay Connected to SPY!
OUR SUMMER
SCHEDULE

IMPORTANT DATES
THIS MONTH:

GROUP WORK CAMP

WILDERNESS TRAIL

Make sure you're staying up to date
with the latest SPY news! If you
aren't already receiveing our weekly
e-mails or monthly SPY Briefing,
let us know!
For more info about St. Paul's Youth
Ministry, contact Youth Pastor Micah
Smartt at msmartt@stpaulsk.org
or (301) 933-7933.

Christmas Pageant
Sunday, December 16 * 10:30 a.m. Worship Service
This year's Christmas Pageant will be presented during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Sunday,
December 16. Children in kindergarten through fifth grade are encouraged to participate. Weekly
rehearsals will be held Sundays, 11:45a.m. - 1:00 p.m. beginning Sunday, November 4, and a dress
rehearsal will be held on Saturday, December 15 (time to be announced). A snack will be provided
at each rehearsal. If you are planning to participate but can't attend on November 4, contact pageant
director Ashley Derr at ashleyderr11@gmail.com. We hope you will join us!

Hurricane Florence Relief
UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief ) is already at work assisting
those affected by Hurricane Florence and the on-going flooding in the Carolinas
associated with the storm. You can help support the work of UMCOR's early response
teams, disaster coordinators, and local churches. Make checks payable to St. Paul's UMC with "UMCOR Hurricane" on
the memo line. To read more about UMCOR, visit https://tinyurl.com/ycgfn3kz for Current Disaster Response news.
9 EPISTLE | OCTOBER 2018

Adult Education
Present Over Perfect

Kathy Mullens * Thursdays * October 18 through November 11 * 7:00-8:30 p.m. * Library
In this five-session video Bible study, New York Times bestselling author Shauna
Niequist invites us on a path away from frantic pushing and proving and toward our
essential selves. We will learn how to begin leaving behind busyness and hectic living
and rediscover who we were made to be. Present Over Perfect is a hand reaching
out, pulling us free from the constant pressure to maintain an exhausting image of
perfection. Niequist offers an honest account of what led her to begin this journey,
and a compelling vision for an entirely new way to live: soaked in grace, rest, silence,
simplicity, prayer, and connection with the people that matter most to us.
Kathy Mullens is a mother to 3 kids and has attended St. Paul's with her husband, Frank,
since 2011. She loves working with people to develop technology systems and is equally
passionate about the faith journey, the human experience, and learning how to help
others with a full and caring heart. She is excited to welcome others on this adventure
to consider what God says about the expectations that we place on our lives.
The cost of this class is $20, which includes the book and study guide (and childcare!). In the spirit of acknowledging
our busy lives, classes will be stand-alone so please sign-up even if you can only attend one! For more information, or
to register for the class, please contact Meg Baker at mbaker@stpaulsk.org or (301) 933-7933 ext. 104.

Adult Sunday School

Lectionary Bible Study

Vern Schinski * Sundays * 9:00 -10:00 a.m.

Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton * Tuesdays * 10:45 a.m.

Adult Sunday School, led by Vern Schinski, will be
held weekly beginning October 7, 9:00-10:00 a.m. in
the Parlor on Sundays. The group
will be using several DVD sources
to study the Gospel of John,
including Adam Hamilton’s book,
"John: The Gospel of Light and
Life." No registration or homework
is required, and nursery care is
available. Please consider joining us
for one or more of our fall sessions!

Join us at 10:45 a.m. in
the Cleveland Library
on Tuesday mornings
for this time of weekly
Bible Study led by St.
Paul’s Associate Pastor
Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton. There is no registration or
fee required, and visitors are always welcome! Come join
us! Please contact our Director of Christian Education,
Meg Baker at mbaker@stpaulsk.org or (301) 933-7933
ext. 104, with any questions about this opportunity.

Taste & Sing

Tuesday, October 16 * 12:00 p.m. * Octagon
This month's Taste & Sing – a time to enjoy music, prayer, and lunch – will be held on
Tuesday, October 16. We open with an opportunity to share a few of our favorite hymns,
then move into a short program focused on the life and work of a specific composer or
lyricist. We will continue to explore the voluminous hymnody of Charles Wesley. Join
Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton and Meg Baker in the Octagon starting at 12:00 p.m. and
stay for a tasty lunch provided by Ginny Hagberg. There is no registration and no cost to
attend (and no musical experience needed!), although donations for lunch are welcome.
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More Adult Education
Biblical Archaeology Forum

Wednesday, October 10 * 8:00 p.m. * Bender JCC, Rockville MD
Alice Ogden Bellis, Professor of Old
Testament at the Howard University
School of Divinity will be presenting,
"Did a Kushite Pharaoh Rescue
Jerusalem from the Assyrians?"
By 701 B.C.E. the Assyrians under King Sennacherib had destroyed
the northern kingdom of Israel and much of Judah in the south. Only
Jerusalem under King Hezekiah remained to be conquered, and it
was surrounded by enemy soldiers. Without explanation, however,
the Assyrians suddenly folded their tents and returned home.
Finding the reason for the survival of Jerusalem has confounded
scholars for centuries. What is clear, however, is that if Jerusalem
had not survived, Western civilization would have been utterly
different. Proposals for the reasons have included disease among
the Assyrian troops, troubles elsewhere in the Assyrian empire, the
approach of the Egypto-Kushite forces, and some combination of
the above. There are clues to resolving this conundrum in biblical and
extra-biblical evidence, including Sennacherib’s annals and the
writings of Herodotus. Professor Bellis will lead us to a likely solution
to this enduring mystery.
No reservations are required. General admission is $10, college
students $5, and high school students with ID receive free admission.
For more info, visit jccgw.org/baf.

Sunday Morning Faithflix
Sundays * 11:45 a.m. * Parlor

Faithflix will resume this month,
beginning on Sunday, October 7.
Adults of all ages are invited for food,
film, and fellowship each week in the Parlor from 11:45 a.m. to 12:45
p.m. We will enjoy a light lunch while watching and discussing a faithprovoking film clip. No prep, no stress, no registration – just come
as you are able! Each week will involve a different film selection and
guided discussion. Contact our Director of Christian Education, Meg
Baker with any questions, mbaker@stpaulsk.org or (301) 933-7933.

For more information about Adult Education at St. Paul's,
contact Director of Christian Education, Meg Baker at
mbaker@stpaulsk.org or (301) 933-7933 ext. 104.

Bits of History
Jack Lipscomb, History Committee
Some Interesting Facts About Some of St.
Paul's Senior Pastors…
These items are taken from St. Paul’s
History Book, specifically, the Appendix 3
containing the biographies of the pastors.
 Summerfield N. Tucker (1890 - 91)
served in the South Georgia Conference
before joining the Baltimore conference.
 Thomas Corwin Warner (1898 - 99)
joined an Ohio regiment as a chaplain
during the Civil War and was wounded
in the battle at Fredericksburg, Virginia.
 Elias DeWitt Huntley (1902 - 03) was
elected Chaplain of the U. S. Senate.
 Alexander Bielaski (1905 - 06) served as
a page in the House of Representatives.
His father had been killed during the Civil
War while serving under General Grant.
 Charles Tome Weede (1914 - 18)
enlisted in the Confederate army at the
age of 16 and served under General Lee
at Appomattox.
 Ulysses Simpson Allen Heavener
served two appointments to St. Paul’s,
1922 - 28 and 1935 - 38, the only pastor to
do so. Heavener Hall is named after him.
 Charles Franklin Kirkley served the
longest at St. Paul’s, 1960 - 85. He also
served as Chaplain for the State of
Maryland.

$10

If you are interested in purchasing your
own copy of the St. Paul's History Book,
contact Jack at jplipscomb@verizon.net.
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United Methodist Men
Pancake Breakfast

Men's Supper & Meeting

Pancakes, Sausage, Ham, Bacon, Fruit!
Come to the Pancake Breakfast! Our
Saturday, October 6 breakfast will
benefit the Society of St. Andrew
(find out more at www.endhunger.org). Please join us,
and consider volunteering as a way to have some fun and
support a worthy cause. We start serving at 8:00 a.m.

Our next Men's Supper will be at
6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, October
3, and will feature an opportunity to
get to know our new Associate Pastor,
Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton. We
look forward to seeing you there for
Continental Subs and Pizza, and cake from Jenny Cakes.

Yard Sale & Apple Sale

Ministry Partnerships

Saturday, October 6 * 8:00 a.m.

Saturday, October 6 * 6:30 p.m.

Thursday, October 18 - Saturday, October 20
The Fall Yard Sale and Apple Sale are from October 18
to October 20. Yard Sale Receiving day will be Thursday,
October 18. The Apple Sale starts on the 18th, and we will
stay open late that day to coincide with
Kensington's food trucks on Armory
Avenue. We need LOTS of volunteers
to make these sales a success! Please
sign-up to help in the church office!

The UMM always needs help at our Yard Sale, Apple
Sale, and Christmas Tree Sale. We are interested in
partnering with groups at St. Paul’s that might take on
a particular responsibility at a sale – staffing specific
time slots, helping set up for sales, cleaning up at the
end of sales, etc. We can offer a great environment for
volunteering, a fun experience, AND financial support
for your ministry! We will be reaching out to groups in the
church, and invite you to contact us. Call Steve Lillie at
(240) 475-3271 if interested.

2x4's Ministry
Second Sunday Lunch

Second Sunday Lunch will be held Sunday, October 14, after the 10:30 a.m. Worship
Service. Families will enjoy a picnic in Reinhardt Park. Sandwiches will be provided; please
bring sides or dessert to share. Contact Jen Graff at jengraff@hotmail.com for more info.

Book Club

Also in October, the 2x4's Book Club will meditate on kinship as defined by author and Jesuit
Priest, Gregory Boyle: "Not serving the other, but being one with the other." Boyle's memoir
Tattoos on the Heart describes his journey building community among East Los Angeles
gang members. Please join us for our discussion at the King home on Monday, October 15, at
7:30-9:00 p.m. Contact Rachel King for the address and other details at reking30@gmail.com.
The following meeting will be on Monday, November 12. The book title is to be determined.

United Methodist Women
Wednesday, October 3 * 7:30 p.m. * Octagon
The Lydia Circle will be meeting on Wednesday, October 3 at 7:30 p.m. in the Octagon. We will have a
power point presentation on Florence Nightingale by St. Paul's member Joan Aebig. All women are invited
to attend. Contact Susan Schwarz if you have any questions at susan10748@aol.com or (301) 493-6013.
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Stephen Ministry Testimonial
Rev. Adam Snell's father Dennis Snell, lives in Roanoke, Virginia. The following testimonial is shared with
Dennis’ and Adam’s kind permission.
James, Dennis' youngest son, died in December 2016. David, the second youngest, died in June 2017. The
loss was heart-breaking.
"About Stephen Ministry" by G. Dennis Snell
Losing a child was a devastating experience. Losing two children in a six-month period was too overwhelming.
The support of our family and friends and church during these dark days, and the presence of our Heavenly
Father, was invaluable.
Soon after the first weeks and months of these tragedies, however, it became difficult for most people to talk
to us about our loss. Our grief continued to consume our thoughts, but I believe most folks thought we had (or should
have) moved on with daily life.
Being part of a support group helped. We participated (twice) in a GriefShare program at our church. While we
found some measure of peace in that, I found I still needed more. And even though Brenda and I shared the deep pain
of grief together, my relationship with each of our sons was different than hers. I found I had emotions that no group,
and not even my wife, could understand. I needed more.
The answer to my need for more was Mark, a Stephen Minister. I now know a Stephen Minister is trained to
understand and to help process those deep human emotions. I met with Mark weekly for about an hour, and it was
through these meetings that I was given a peace I did not have before. Mark continues to uplift me weekly.
While I realize that Stephen Ministry deals with many issues and problems, I can attest to the blessing it has
been for me during the loss of our beloved sons. I am grateful for this blessing, and for those who, like Mark, continue
to walk beside me.
St. Paul's has an active Stephen Ministry program that is available to you!
Contact Rev. Snell, Rev. Mackereth Fulton or Virginia Bickford for information

Still Weekend Retreat
Friday, October 19 - Sunday, October 21 * Dayspring Silent Retreat Center
Come, take time to listen for the "still small voice." Are you being called to
deepen your relationship with God as well as others from St. Paul’s? There will be
time to explore the 200+ acres of forest and meadow, walk the labyrinth, and use
materials for creative expression during this guided silent retreat.
The Lodge, overlooking the meadows, has a lovely sitting room with a fireplace
and small library, a kitchen and a dining room; and The Inn, nestled in the forest,
has 18 individual rooms with twin bed, chair, table, and sink.
Questions? Ask any of the weekend guides: Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton, Marty
Bartley, Sallie Chatfield, Molly Jackman, Kenzie Raulin, or Terri Lynn Simpson.
Space is limited so register early! Deadline Friday, October 5. Cost: $220. To
reserve a space, send a $110 deposit with an application you can print from the
website or pay online by going to the application page and clicking on payment
options. Scholarships are available. To register and for more information visit
dayspringretreat.org.
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Fall Craft Fair
There is still time to get ready for St. Paul’s Fall Craft Fair. The next annual craft fair will be in November. All crafters
are invited to donate craft items, which will be accepted in October. All types of crafts are gratefully
accepted, and past sales have included needle work, quilted or knit items, photos, greeting cards, paintings,
pottery, decorations, jewelry, preserves, books, etc. All proceeds from Craft Fair sales will be
donated to worthy causes to help those in need. If you have any questions or would like
to suggest a charity we might support, contact Mary Revenis at mrevenis@cnmc.org,
(301) 951-8470 or Helen Quave at hquave@yahoo.com.

White House Ornaments
Ornament pre-order forms will be available after each service beginning Sunday,
October 14 through Sunday, November 4. Ornaments will be available for pick-up
beginning Sunday, November 11. The White House Historical Association ornament
for 2018 celebrates renovations undertaken by President Harry Truman. Proceeds from
this year's sale will benefit the Pastor's Discretionary Fund. If you have any questions,
please contact Tracey Furman at tfurman@stpaulsk.org or (301) 933-7933 ext.106.

Front

Back

Treasurer Position
Come work with us! St. Paul’s UMC is seeking a new Treasurer. Our current Treasurer,
Mrs. Sharon Zeigler, has announced plans to retire at the end of 2018. The Treasurer at
St. Paul’s is a part-time, salaried position responsible for maintaining accurate records
of the financial status of the church, paying the bills of the church in a timely manner,
and providing timely and accurate reports to the Finance Committee and the Church
Council. Working knowledge of Quickbooks is a must. Accurate bookkeeping skills
and general understanding of basic accounting principles are also necessary. This position will also require physical
presence in the church building in order to collect vouchers and prepare checks and for record-keeping purposes, with
work primarily during office hours (9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m., M-F). For salary and other details including how to begin the
application process, please view the full Job Description online (go to stpaulsk.org/community/meet-the-staff and
scroll to the bottom of the page) or in the church office. For questions or to apply, contact Rev. Adam B. Snell, Senior
Pastor, at absnell@stpaulsk.org or (301) 933-7933 ext. 101.

Cookies & Carols
Sunday, December 16 * 2:00-4:00 p.m. * Heavener Hall
St. Paul’s will be hosting its seventh annual Cookies and Carols party for our Hunger
Ministry families on Sunday, December 16, 2:00-4:00 p.m. in Heavener Hall. Please join us
in celebrating the season with our neighbors that day! There are also many opportunities
to volunteer, such as baking sugar cookies and cupcakes, decorating Heavener Hall, and
helping with children's crafts. For more information, please contact Kim Longsworth at
kimberlylongsworth@gmail.com or (301) 580-8832. We hope you will join us for what
has now become a Christmas tradition!
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October 2018
Sun

1

Mon

2

Tue

3

Wed

4

Thu

5

Fri

9am Christian Faith 101
10am Prayer Lift
10:45am Bible Study
6:15 Supper & Study
Meals
7pm Disciple IIA
7pm Supper & Study
Classes
7pm Journey Group

10am Martha Circle
6:30pm UMM Mtg &
Dinner
6:45pm Joyful
Ringers!
7pm Still
Wednesday
7:30pm Lydia Circle

7

8

10:30am Staff Meeting
6:45pm Communion
Collect Food
Distribution Volunteers
Arrive
7pm Stephen Ministers
Meeting
7pm Yarn Ministry

9

9am Christian Faith 101
10am Prayer Lift
10:45am Bible Study
11:30am Friendship Club
6:15 Supper & Study
Meals
7pm Disciple IIA
7pm Supper & Study
Classes
7pm Journey Group

10

11

12

13

14

9am Worship with Communion
7:30pm 2x4s Book Club
9am & 10:30 Nursery
9am Adult Sunday School
9:30am Sanctuary Choir
10:30am Children’s Opening Chapel & Sunday
School
10:30 Worship
11:45am FaithFlix
11:45am Youth Choir Rehearsal
11:45am Ministry Fair

15

16

9am Christian Faith 101
10am Prayer Lift
10:45am Bible Study
12pm Taste & Sing
6:15 Supper & Study
Meals
7pm Disciple IIA
7pm Supper & Study
Classes
7pm Journey Group

17

18

19

20

21

Still Weekend Retreat at Dayspring Center
10:30am Staff Meeting
7pm Yarn Ministry
9am Worship with Communion
9am & 10:30 Nursery
9am Adult Sunday School
9:30am Sanctuary Choir
10:30am Children’s Opening Chapel & Sunday
School
10:30 Worship
11:45am FaithFlix
11:45am How to Use My Bible
11:45am Youth Choir Rehearsal
4:30pm Middle High SPY
6:30pm Senior High SPY

22

23

9am Christian Faith 101
10am Prayer Lift
10:45am Bible Study
7pm Disciple IIA
7pm Journey Group

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31 Halloween

9am Worship with Communion
9am & 10:30 Nursery
9am Adult Sunday School
9:30am Sanctuary Choir
10:30am Worship with Communion +
Children’s Sunday
10:45am Sunday School
11:45am FaithFlix
11:45am Communion Collect Food Sorting
11:45am Youth Choir Rehearsal
4:30pm Middle High SPY
6:30pm Senior High SPY

No church activities
9am Worship with Communion
scheduled.
9am Joyful Ringers!
9am & 10:30 Nursery
9am Adult Sunday School
9:30am Sanctuary Choir
10:30am Children’s Opening Chapel & Sunday
School
10:30 Worship
11:45am FaithFlix
11:45am Youth Choir Rehearsal
5pm Trunk or Treat

9am Christian Faith 101
10am Prayer Lift
10:45am Bible Study
7pm Disciple IIA
7pm Journey Group

6:45pm Joyful
Ringers!
7pm Still
Wednesday

6:45pm Joyful
Ringers!
7pm Still
Wednesday

6:45pm Joyful
Ringers!
7pm Still
Wednesday
7pm Justice &
Compassion
Meeting
7pm Church
Conference
8pm Jochebed
Circle

No church activities
scheduled

7:30pm Sanctuary No church activities
Choir Rehearsal scheduled
7pm Youth Bible
Study

6

7pm Lay Leadership
Meeting

Sat

8am Pancake
Breakfast
10am Pie with the
Pastors

7:30pm Sanctuary No church activities 2pm Memorial for
Laurel Greeley
Choir Rehearsal scheduled

8am Yard Sale
Receiving
9am Apple Sale
7pm Adult Ed:
Present Over
Perfect Class
7pm Youth Bible
Study
7:30pm Sanctuary
Choir Rehearsal

8am Yard Sale
9am Apple Sale
Still Weekend
Retreat at Dayspring
Silent Retreat Center

8am Yard Sale
9am Apple Sale
Still Weekend Retreat
at Dayspring Silent
Retreat Center

7pm Adult Ed:
No church activities 6pm All-SPY Pumpkin
Present Over
Carving
scheduled
Perfect Class
7pm Youth Bible
Study
7:30pm Sanctuary
Choir

Looking to promote an upcoming activity
or opportunity at St. Paul's? Have photos
you would like to share of a recent event?
Submit it to the church office by the 15th
of the month to be published in the
next edition of the Epistle. Text should
be about 250 words. Please contact Erin
Steele at stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org or
(301) 933-7933 if you have any questions.
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St. Paul's United
Methodist Church
10401 Armory Avenue
Kensington, Maryland 20895
(301) 933-7933 • www.stpaulsk.org

Worship
Schedule
SUNDAY 9:00 A.M.
Worship with Communion in the
Sanctuary. Nursery Care available.
SUNDAY 10:30 A.M.
Worship in the Sanctuary. Sunday
School & Nursery Care available.

Epistle
Options

October 2018

EMAIL (color)
Send an email to
stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org
DOWNLOAD (color)
Go to the St. Paul's website
www.stpaulsk.org and
download a PDF version
MAIL (B+W)
Please contact the church
office and make a request
PICK UP (B+W)
Copies of the current
Epistle are available in the
Narthex and church office

Follow Us on Social Media!

@stpaulsk

@stpaulskensington

