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The PURPOSE of St. Paul's 
United Methodist Church is to 
invite and welcome all:

• To worship God
• To grow as disciples of

Jesus Christ
• To love and support one

another
• To do justice and live

compassionately in the
world

Letter From the Senior Pastor
My Dear Friends:

What a clever costume. 

        St. Paul’s has been blessed to host the 160+ girls of the Brookewood 
School for over a decade.  Most of the children who started in the founding 
days of the school are now grown and graduated, but the same delightful 
energy and creativity remains in the succeeding generations.

The Brookewood girls must wear uniforms each day, but in October 
the school allows them to dress up for Halloween.  This year Molly, a 
fourth-grader, came to school dressed as a cow with wings and a halo.  I 
didn’t get it at first, but then someone explained: A holy cow.  Very clever.

  On Halloween, instead of candy the 
Brookewood girls collect food from homes 
in the surrounding community.  This door-to-
door effort supports the work of our hunger 
ministry, and food is pouring in today as I 
write this.  Along with two ladies named 
Nancy from North Chevy Chase Christian 
Church who stopped by with a carload of 
groceries, they’ve filled our food containers 
to overflowing.  St. Paul’s, together with the 
community around us, really is all about 
feeding people.

     As October ends, the season of giving thanks to God and our neighbors 
for the harvest is only just beginning.  This year it is St. Paul’s turn to host 
the Kensington-North Chevy Chase Ministerium’s Community 
Thanksgiving Service.  This is a delightful annual tradition in which the 
members of the area churches and synagogues gather on the Tuesday 
before Thanksgiving to praise God in true community.  The choirs sing, 
area clergy lead in Scripture and prayer, and hearts are fed.  This year’s 
service will be at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, November 21 in our Sanctuary.
     What a joy to be part of this community.  When I see what can happen 
when the people of God come together to feed others in body and soul, 
all I can say is … holy cow!

Light and peace in Jesus Christ, 
A.B. Snell
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Dear Family of Faith,  
Wednesdays have taken on a new kind of stillness.  I relish 

the arrival of 7:00 p.m. midweek when I can make it to the Sanctuary.  
Several persons – Marty Bartley, Sallie Chatfield, Molly Jackman, 
Kenzie Raulin, Terri Lynn Simpson, and I, are rotating leadership of Still 
Wednesdays.  Each week, one of the leaders shares a different prayer form, 
leaving time for good stretches of stillness and silence throughout the 
hour together.  

If you have not had a chance to worship at St. Paul’s at eventide, 
know that there is a certain majesty that comes in the dimmer moments.  
The windows are muted as we light candles and welcome God to still 
our minds and activate our hearts.  The early coming of nightfall this time 
of year offers us an extra layer of reflection. 

I am grateful that each week in this season there are those who 
will be holding a meditative space on behalf of our community.  I hope 
that you will plan to attend; each participant blesses the space in his or 
her own way.  The Holy Spirit is ever present waiting to meet us on the 
journey.

St. Paul's United 
Methodist Church

SENIOR PASTOR
Rev. Adam B. Snell

absnell@stpaulsk.org
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

ASSOCIATE PASTOR
Rev. Claire Matheny

cmatheny@stpaulsk.org
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

YOUTH PASTOR
Micah Smartt

msmartt@stpaulsk.org
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
DIRECTOR of CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Meg Baker
mbaker@stpaulsk.org

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
DIRECTOR of MUSIC

N. Thomas Pederson
tpederson@stpaulsk.org

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
ORGANIST

Marvin Mills
mmills@stpaulsk.org

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR

Erin Steele
stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
TREASURER

Sharon Zeigler
szeigler@stpaulsk.org

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
FACILITIES MANAGER

Tracey Furman
tfurman@stpaulsk.org

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
EPISTLE LAYOUT & DESIGN

Jay Codner
jgcodner@gmail.com

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

   Website     Facebook      Email

In Christ,
Rev. Claire

Come, come, whoever you are.
Wanderer, worshipper, lover of leaving—

it doesn’t matter.
Ours is not a caravan of despair. 

Come, even if you have broken your vows a 
thousand times.

Come, and come yet again, come, come.

Jalal al-Din Rumi
13th-century poet, and Sufi mystic

Worship each Wednesday 
St. Paul's Sanctuary

7:00-8:00 p.m.

Need a quiet place for pondering?  Too busy to 
hear God speaking? 

Pause.  Come for candlelit stillness and prayer.
Bring your journal along to capture the 

evening's thoughts and rumblings.
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Congregational Care
Thank You!
Dear Friends in Mission,

Thank you for your gift received on 7/17/17 to the General Board of Global 
Ministries through The Advance, the designated giving channel of The United 
Methodist Church.  We are pleased to share that 100 percent of your contributions 
will support the missionary community in honor of Miguel Maurena ($375) and Nan 
McCurdy ($375).  Giving through The Advance enables United Methodists to partner 
with one another in mission and ministry around the world. 

United Methodist missionaries serve in more than 60 countries around the 
world.  With your gifts and prayers, you have initiated a partnership with missionaries 
planting churches and developing congregations, providing health care in remote 
areas, and working in sustainable agriculture and community development.  Your 
gift allows Global Ministries missionaries to be The United Methodist Church’s 
embodiment of Christ in the world.  Thank you for partnering with us in God’s mission.  
We are grateful for your support of this life-giving work.

May God grant you a sense of hope and joy as you continue your support for 
mission.

Grace and Peace,

Roland Fernandes, General Treasurer
Mary Andreolli, Executive Director of Communications, Advance, & Fundraising
General Board of Global Ministries

Thank You!
A big thank you to my St. Paul’s family for their 
thoughtfulness – prayers, cards, calls – during my 
recent eye surgery. And for their graciousness in 
giving me a hand getting my walker out of my 
car and up and running! 

Angela Barr

Thank You!
Dear St. Paul’s Members and Friends,

Thank you for the calls and cards you 
sent to my sister, Norma K. Francis, and me 
following our respective surgeries. Your get well 
wishes and prayers added to our swift recovery. 
I am looking forward to being back at my home 
church.

Your sister in Christ,

Deane K. Hill

Thank You!
Dear St. Paul's Family,

I am sure some of you 
have been on the receiving 
end of a health diagnosis that 
you were not prepared to hear. 
With your prayers flowers, 
visits, cards, and phone calls, 
I have recovered from my 
melanoma diagnosis. Once the 
swelling is down, I will receive 
my prosthesis. Thanks to all of 
you who helped me through 
my health crisis. I will be forever 
grateful for all of your prayers. 

Amy Smith 
Kent Street

These members would 
appreciate your thoughts 
and expressions of care

Mrs. Lois Baker
333 Russell Avenue

Kindley Building, Room 318
Gaithersburg, MD 20877

Mrs. Marianne Blankenship
3501 Woodridge Avenue

Wheaton, MD 20902

Ms. Janet Colwell
Manor Care

11901 Georgia Avenue #239
Wheaton, MD 20902

Mrs. Dorothea Depenbrock
1709 Luzerne Avenue

Silver Spring, MD 20910

Mrs. Grace Lawson
8413 Nunley Drive

Apartment D
Baltimore, MD 21234

Mrs. Mae Miles
3618 Littledale Road, #318A

Kensington, MD 20895

Mrs. Ruth Sylvester
333 Russell Avenue #303
Gaithersburg, MD 20877

Mrs. Margaret Thayer
c/o Thomas Thayer

6114 Moonpatterns Trail
Fairfax Station, VA 22309

Send a Card 
or Note
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Online Prayer Requests
Upcoming surgery?  
Have a joy or 
concern?  In need 
of prayer support?  
Submit an online 
prayer request, 

day or night.  You will have the option to share your 
request with the Prayer Lift team or only share 
directly with the pastors.  Visit our new online prayer 
request form linked on the church's website at  
stpaulsk.org/community/prayer-requests.

Sympathy
Our deepest sympathy is expressed to these 

members who mourn the loss of loved ones who 
passed away during the month of September

Germaine Robinson 
following the death of her sister, 

Sandra Caesar

Gil Moorehead & Kaye McMullen
following the death of Gil’s wife, 

Debbie McMullen

Jean Correll & family
following the death of her mother

Celebration of Birth
A rose graced the altar in September to 

celebrate the birth of

Rosajune Ophelia Jones
daughter of Reese and Maria Jones, 

granddaughter of Frank & Laura Frene

Kairos Prison 
Ministry
A dedicated team, including St. Paul's member 
Pat Marks, will be on a Kairos Prison 
Ministry weekend November 2-5. The team 
asks that we cover the prisoners and the 
team with prayer throughout the weekend.  
Use this link to sign-up for a prayer time slot: 
kairosinsidemciw.org/prayer-vigil.html 

Congregational Care

Parent's Night Out
Saturday, December 2  *  5:00-9:00 p.m.

On Saturday, December 2, from 5:00 to 9:00 p.m., our St. Paul’s Youth will be providing childcare for a chance to let 
parents have a night out - just in time for Christmas shopping!  We will offer games, crafts, snacks, and age-appropriate 
Christmas movies for a night full of fun for our youngsters.  We ask that your child(ren) bring a blanket and pillow for 
comfort at movie time!  There will be a snack or two throughout the night, but we will not be providing dinner, so please 
come having eaten.  If you have a child that has not been potty trained, we ask that you provide supplies (diapers and 
other sundries) for our volunteers.  As of right now, we are only opening 30 slots for children to keep things manageable 
for youth and adult volunteers.  If more youth and adult volunteers are found, we will open up more childcare slots.  Our 
Youth Pastor, Micah Smartt is CPR and First Aid Certified.  Please register your family by Tuesday, November 29.  The 
suggested donation amount is $40 for the first child, $20 for each child after that.  Youth can volunteer by signing up in 
the SPY Lounge!  If you have any other questions, feel free to contact Micah Smartt at msmartt@stpaulsk.org.  Register 
for this event online at: https://goo.gl/KXs9RT
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Sunday School
Meg Baker, Director of Christian Education

This has been an exciting fall in Sunday School!  The children age 2 through 
5th grade have been learning stories in the Old Testament book of I Samuel, 
including God’s call to Samuel in the middle of the night, David’s battle with 
Goliath, and the wonderful friendship that Jonathan and David had.  Activities 
have included drawing self-portraits, making lyres, and creating friendship 
cards.  As the children experience these stories and activities together, they 
come to understand that they can listen to God, and love and serve him, too.

This age group is also participating in Opening Chapel, a weekly worship and 
singing experience at the beginning of the Sunday School hour.  Each week’s 
service includes a call to worship, a brief teaching moment, prayers of the people, 
and lots of singing.  The children then transition to their respective classrooms for 
Bible study, lessons and activities, and, of course, snack!

The curriculum for Youth in grades 6-12 varies.  Some middle schoolers follow the lectionary, exploring the scripture 
reading and discussing how the passage speaks to us now.  Others are studying “the whole armor of God” (Ephesians 6) 
and how this gear can help us navigate the challenges we encounter.  The Senior High has just begun a study through 
NOOMA, a series of short films that look at life from a perspective of Jesus.  Following each film, the youth discuss some 
of the questions raised and consider ways to live out their faith.

St. Paul’s Adult Sunday School, led by Michael Gibson, has been studying the book of Hebrews.  Recent explorations 
have included the order of Melchizedek and the Day of Atonement.  The group continues to marvel at the jewels 
within this text, such as our access to God made available through the high priesthood of Christ. If you are looking for 
opportunities to grow your faith, please join us at 9:30 a.m. in the Parlor on Sunday mornings!

November 19 
is Children's Sunday as well 

as Youth Sunday, so all children 
& youth will come directly to the 
Sanctuary for worship at 10:30.  

After the Young People's Message, 
children in 5th grade and below 
will transition to their classrooms 

& youth will remain in 
worship.

For more information about Sunday School at St. Paul's, 
please contact, Director of Christian Education, Meg Baker
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SPY News
Senior High Fall Retreat
Friday, November 10 - Sunday, November 12

Join us on our Senior High Retreat for SPYs (St. Paul’s Youth), November 10-12 at 
Manidokan Camp & Retreat Center, located in the mountains near historic Harper’s 
Ferry.  Due to our name change, we’ve decided to base our retreats this semester on 
our name!  Bible studies on the retreat will center around spies, espionage, political 
intrigue, assassinations, and more.  Activities will include games, campfires, a Bible 
Scavenger hunt, and so much more!  The cost for the weekend is $85 (including 
meals).  Scholarships are available.  We are moving to an all online sign-up!  You can 
find the link at on our website at stpaulsk.org/community/youth.  There you will be 
able to sign up, pay with a card, and give us any information that you think we might 
need!  If you are uncomfortable submitting this information online, you can request a 
paper form to be filled out and pay with cash or check.  Just contact Micah Smartt at 
msmartt@stpaulsk.org or (301) 933-7933 ext. 111 for more information.

The New SPY 
(St. Paul's Youth) Logo

Thanksgiving Food Drive
Sunday, November 19

Each year, St. Paul’s conducts a Thanksgiving Food 
Drive to benefit hungry families within the Kensington 
Community.  There is a lot of food that comes in through 
our doors, and that’s why we need your help!  Middle & 
Senior High Youth should plan to stay after church on 
Sunday, November 19.  At 11:30 a.m. we will meet in 
the Youth Lounge for a quick lunch, then we will help sort, 
organize, and possibly even shop for the food that will be 
distributed, wrapping up at 2:00 p.m.  Then, at 6:30 p.m. 
(during our normal Senior High Youth time), we will meet 
in the Youth Lounge and prepare to go out (or stay in) to 
serve our community.  Some will go out to deliver bags to 
families.  (Permission slip required; Parent Volunteer Drivers 
needed!)  Others will stay and assist those who choose to 
come to the church, helping direct people and carrying 
groceries to people’s cars.  After everyone has returned, we 
will clean up and end by 8:30 p.m.  SSL hours are available 
for this activity.

For more info about 
the Thanksgiving Food 

Drive, please contact 

Micah Smartt 
msmartt@stpaulsk.org  

Meg Baker 
mbaker@stpaulsk.org

ROCK 2018
January 26-28, 2018

ROCK is a weekend of fun and faith in Ocean City, 
Maryland.  There are four Worship Services throughout 
the weekend, breakout sessions, and time to spend 
at the beach or one of Ocean City's many attractions 
with our group.  This year, worship services will be led 
by our own Bishop LaTrelle Easterling and the bands 
"Sorensen" and "Urban Street Level".  All Senior High 
SPYs are encouraged to participate!  Full trip registration 
will be on our website soon, and preliminary sign-ups 
will be in the Youth Lounge and on the bulletin board 
this week!  Cost is still to be determined.  Scholarships 
are available!  Please contact Micah Smartt at 
msmartt@stpaulsk.org for more information.

Middle High Youth
Every Friday Evening at 

7:00 p.m. 

Senior High Youth 
Every Sunday Evening at 

6:30 p.m. 

Come Join Us!

Follow us on Facebook 
@Stpaulskyouth

Follow us on Instagram 
@Stpaulsk_youth
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Middle High SPY Retreat
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Adult Education

The Great Thanksgiving: An Invitation
Monday, November 20  *  7:00 p.m.

As we enter into this season of Thanksgiving, please mark your calendar 
for an evening exploration of “The Great Thanksgiving” the liturgy 
that frames our Communion celebration.  We will look at the meaning 
of the sacrament itself as well as the historical, theological, and biblical 
underpinnings in the words spoken. The gathering will begin in the Parlor 
on Monday, November 20, at 7:00 p.m. and conclude in the DuVall Chapel 
where we will celebrate communion with Rev. Claire Matheny.  For more 
info, or to RSVP, please contact Meg Baker at mbaker@stpaulsk.org or 
(301) 933-7933 ext. 104.  Come and see how this holy mystery is the best 
Thanksgiving feast ever!

Biblical Archaeology Forum - Field Trip! 
Tuesday, November 14  *  8:00 p.m.  *  Bender JCC

In partnership with Bender JCC of Greater Washington, St. Paul’s is co-sponsoring this month’s Biblical Archaeological 
Forum on Tuesday, November 14, in Rockville.  This lecture on Meggido and the Roman Sixth Legion explores what 
new excavations reveal about early Jewish-Christian-Roman relations and the composition of the Book of Revelation. 

Since we are co-sponsoring this lecture, admission is only $5 for members and friends of St. Paul’s ($10 for the general 
public, free for high school students).  Transportation is available; the church van will depart St. Paul’s at 7:15 p.m.  To 
sign-up or for more information, please contact Meg Baker at mbaker@stpaulsk.org, (301) 933-7933 ext. 104. 

The lecture, Megiddo and the Roman Sixth Legion: New Excavations and Early Jewish-Christian-Roman Relations
will be presented by guest speaker, Matthew Adams, Executive Director, W.F. Albright Institute for Archaeological 
Research; Co-Director, Megiddo Excavations.

In the late 1st and early 2nd Centuries CE, dangerous Jewish (and incipient Christian) rebels were causing problems 
for the Roman Empire in Israel.  Though the First Revolt resulted in the destruction of the temple in Jerusalem in 70 
CE and in the establishment of a permanent base of the Roman Tenth Legion there, Jewish and early Christian groups 
continued to harass their Roman overlords.  Historical sources indicate the Roman Sixth Legion was deployed there in 

the early 2nd Century CE to provide support for the Tenth Legion, a sure 
sign that the rebels were acting up again.  The Sixth Legion established 
their base somewhere near Megiddo, but its exact location has been a 
mystery.

Using historical and geographical sources, aerial photography, and 
remote sensing, the fortress was recently located, providing the first 
modern glimpse of a 2nd Century Roman military base in the entire 
eastern Empire.  Together with the early Christian Prayer hall discovered 
in 2005 in the adjacent Jewish village of Caparcotani, the new 
excavations shed new light on Jewish-Christian-Roman relations and 
the composition of the Book of Revelation.

For more information about Adult Education opportunities at St. Paul's, 
please contact Director of Christian Education, Meg Baker
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2x4s Ministry
2nd Sunday Potluck Lunch
Folks in their 20s-40s, plan to bring a favorite lunch dish to Heavener Hall on 
Sunday, November 12 after the 10:30 a.m. Worship service. Emily Sama-Miller 
will share about the “Methodism in the Modern World” class she co-led this fall at 
St. Paul’s.  Kids can take lunch to room 201-203.  Childcare provided.

3rd Thursday Book Club
We will gather on November 16 at the Stalcup home to discuss Dave Eggers’  
What is the What.  This is an epic novel based on the life of Valentino Achak Deng 
who, along with thousands of other children - the so-called Lost Boys - was 
forced to leave his village in Sudan at the age of seven and trek hundreds of miles 
by foot, pursued by militias, government bombers, and wild animals, crossing 
the deserts of three countries to find freedom.  New readers welcome!  Please 
email Rev. Claire for the address & questions at cmatheny@stpaulsk.org.

United Methodist Men
Pancake Breakfast
Our November 4 Pancake Breakfast (featuring pumpkin pancakes!) benefits the scholarship 
fund at Wesley Theological Seminary.  St. Paul’s has close ties to Wesley, of course.  Many of 
our pastors and staff have been trained there, including Rev. Adam Snell, Meg Baker, and most 
recently Micah Smartt, who received his master’s degree last May. Our December 2 pancake 
breakfast will benefit the St. Paul’s Improvement Fund. Remember, UMC pancakes, eggs, 
sausage, bacon, ham, and grits nourish the soul and have little effect on the waistline!

Men's Supper & Meeting
Our next Men’s Supper will be on December 6.  As is our 
custom, we will feature a potluck supper and celebrate the 
coming of Christmas by singing some carols.  We look forward 
to seeing you there!

Christmas Trees
Our Christmas Tree Sale, featuring trees grown in Taneytown, 
Maryland, begins on December 1 and runs until we sell out, 
usually near Christmas.  Please sign up to help at the sale – it’s 
great fun to help your neighbors find the perfect tree!

UMM

Don’t forget: We include all male members and friends of St. Paul’s as members of The 
United Methodist Men. There are no dues or fees to join - so come and be with us!

“The purpose of the 
United Methodist 

Men is to engage in 
a variety of Christ-
centered activities 

for the benefit of the 
ministries, programs 

and activities of 
the church and its 

members.”

For more information, 
contact Steve Lillie 

stevelillie@verizon.net
 or (301) 942-6130
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Justice & Compassion
We really need your help to make the holidays special for our neighbors in need. There are many opportunities to 
participate throughout this season:

Thanksgiving Food Drive
You can help by:

1. Donating Individual Thanksgiving Food Items (such as corn, green beans, sweet potatoes/yams, other canned 
vegetables, stuffing mix, potatoes, rice, cranberry sauce, gravy, fruit, dessert item, or juice; no refrigerated or  
perishable items, please!)

2. Making a Monetary Contribution toward the purchase of perishables and/or
Safeway and Giant gift cards.

3. "Adopting" a Family, providing all the fixings for a savory Thanksgiving feast.

There is an Adopt-a-Family sign-up sheet as well as a large envelope for monetary 
donations in the church office.  Please bring your donations no later than the morning 
of Sunday, November 19; we will be distributing Thanksgiving food baskets to our 
Kensington neighbors that evening.  For more information, please contact Meg Baker at 
mbaker@stpauls.org.

The Giving Tree
We will once again be providing gifts for our neighbors in need this Christmas. The Giving 
Tree will be up and decorated beginning Sunday, November 19 – we hope you will stop by 
to select a child for whom you are willing to provide a Christmas gift.  We are asking that all 
gifts be delivered to St. Paul’s by the morning of Sunday, December 10.  We will also be giving 
$25 gift cards to our adult-only families, and you may wish to make this your contribution.  
For more information, please contact Meg Baker at mbaker@stpauls.org.

Cookies & Carols
St. Paul’s will be hosting its Sixth Annual Cookies and Carols 
party for these families on Sunday, December 17, from 2:00-
4:00 p.m. in Heavener Hall.  Please join us in celebrating the 
season with our neighbors that day!  There are also many 
opportunities to volunteer, such as baking sugar cookies and 
cupcakes, decorating Heavener Hall, and helping with children’s 
crafts.  For more information, please contact Kim Longsworth at 
kimberlylongsworth@gmail.com or (301) 320-3684.

Thank you for so generously sharing your resources with others at 
the holidays and throughout the year!
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Friday, December 15, 2017  *  6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 

We are so excited to be hosting a brand new event just in time for the Christmas season. The  
St. Paul's Youth are coordinating the Christmas Extravaganza, which will be both a Youth 
fundraiser and an opportunity to bring together talented folks from across the church 
community.  We are looking for individuals or ensemble "acts" to perform two or three songs 
or share other talents, such as holiday poetry recitations.  Youth are going to prepare some 
sketches to keep the audiences entertained while other acts set up behind the curtain.  
We hope that this will be a draw for the larger church community, so we want to 
welcome as many musical or talent acts and behind-the-scenes volunteers as 
possible, whatever your age!  We are also planning to serve desserts and drinks for the 
audience.  Youth will be handling ticket sales, helping with baking and distribution of 
desserts and drinks, helping organize and set up the acts, doing post-performance 
clean-up, and related tasks.  Questions?  Comments?  Want to sign up to perform?  
Contact Micah Smartt at msmartt@stpaulsk.org.

Christmas Pageant
Sunday, December 17  *  10:30 a.m. Worship Service

This year’s Christmas Pageant, Carriers of the Light, will 
be presented during the 10:30 a.m. Worship service on 
Sunday, December 17.  Children in kindergarten through 
5th grade are encouraged to participate; rehearsals will 
be held Sundays 11:45-1:00 p.m. 
beginning November 5, and Saturday, 
December 16 (time TBD).  A snack will 
be provided at each rehearsal.  If you 
are planning to participate but can't 
attend November 5, contact Ashley 
Derr at ashleyderr11@gmail.com 
We hope you will join us!

Christmas Extravaganza

Advent Craft Workshop

The St. Paul's Sanctuary will again be decorated with poinsettias, and our doors with wreaths.  
Poinsettias are $16 each, available in either red or white.  You are encouraged to provide a brief 
dedication in honor or memory of someone special.  If you wish to keep your poinsettia, please 
pick it up after the Christmas Eve service on Sunday evening, December 24, or in the Narthex 
the following week.  Wreaths are $30 each and only a limited number are available, so order early.  

Checks should be made out to St. Paul’s UMC with “poinsettia” on the memo line.  Plan to stop by the Narthex on Sunday, 
December 3 or Sunday, December 10 after either worship service to place an order with Betsy Sanford, coordinator.  
An online order form will also be available in early December - look for details in future weekly announcements.  Please 
contact the church office at (301) 933-7933 if your have any questions.

Christmas Poinsettias

Saturday, December 2  *  9:30-11:30 a.m.  

St. Paul's annual Advent Craft Workshop is Saturday 
morning, December 2 from 9:30-11:30 a.m. in 
the Multipurpose Room.  Children will have the 

opportunity to make a variety of Advent and  
Christmas-related crafts (suggested 

donation 50¢ per craft). For 
more information, or to 

volunteer, please contact 
Meg Baker or Karen Codner 
at mbaker@stpaulsk.org or 

kdc811@gmail.com.
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Reformation Concert

Hier stehe ich; Ich kann nicht anders. Gott helfe mir. Amen. 
Here I stand; I can’t do otherwise. God help me. Amen.

— Martin Luther

Bach, Luther, and the Reformation in Theology & Sound 
Saturday, November 4 at 7:30 p.m.  *  Sunday, November 5 at 3:00 p.m.  

In celebration of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, the Kay Chapel at American University 
is hosting “Bach, Luther, and the Reformation in Theology and Sound,” an all-Bach program 
examining the impact of Reformation theology on music.  The event, featuring the music of J. S. 
Bach, the greatest musical practitioner of the Lutheran movement, will present three distinct 
liturgical forms as well as listening-lecture segments discussing the music and its relationship to 
theology.  Tickets are $10; carpooling is available for the Sunday afternoon concert.  For more info, 
please contact Meg Baker at mbaker@stpaulsk.org or (301) 933-7933 ext. 104.

Bits of History
Jack Lipscomb, History Committee

The Long Road is the name of the quarterly publication of the United Methodist Historical 
Society of the Baltimore Washington Conference.  St. Paul’s has a life membership in this 
organization, and two former members of St. Paul’s, Rev. Rick Buckingham and Rev. 
Douglas Tzan (1983 – 1995), serve on the Historical Society Board.   The summer issue of 
the publication, No. 1 of Vol. 57, has just been received.

The focus of this recent issue is Methodist Campgrounds, the past and the present.  On 
September 16, the Society held its annual meeting at the Emory Grove Camp Meeting 
in Glyndon, Maryland.  The Society assembled for business, praise and worship.  Talks were 
presented on Bishop John Emory and the Camp Meeting Spirit.  The campground was 
named to honor the memory of the sixth bishop of the Baltimore Conference, who was 
killed in a carriage accident in 1835, at the age of 46. 

In addition to a brief history of camp meetings in the conference, this issue of The Long 
Road includes an article about the retirement of Andy Thornton as Director and Manager 
of West River.  Andy "grew up" at St. Paul’s and is married to the daughter of Mabel Baker. 

This issue also announces a change in the membership process, offering joint memberships 
in two related organizations – the Historical Society of the United Methodist Church, 
which carries with it a subscription to the quarterly journal Methodist History under the 
sponsorship of the General Commission on Archives and History,  and the Strawbridge 
Shrine Association, with its quarterly bulletin, Exhortation! 

The Life membership of St. Paul’s in the UM Historical Society has been upgraded to take 
advantage of the joint membership in the other two organizations. 

The sale price for the 
St. Paul's History Book 

is now $10! 

Contact Jack Lipscomb 
at (301) 774-2761 or 

jplipscomb@verizon.net 
for more information 
on this article and on 
the committee, or to 
purchase the book.
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Friendship Club
Fresh from a long summer break, Friendship Club members reconnected with each 
other for their first meeting on October 10. 

President Erma McWilliams offered a warm welcome by reading a line from a 
poem: "A friend is one who reaches for your hand and touches your heart."  She 
noted the sadness that everyone felt following the recent deaths of long-time 
members John Weddell, who died in July, and Howard Miller, who died in 
September.  She offered sympathies and condolences to both their families.

Erma thanked the greeters, Janet Weddell and Pauline Banyasz, the kitchen 
helpers, Ann Ball, Cheryl Wangner, Norma Neufell, Harold Moyer, and Jerry 
Watkins, and all the callers who reached out to remind members of the meeting.

Frances Reed introduced the day’s entertainer, Jesse Palidofsky.  Next month’s musical 
entertainment will be provided by Andrea Romero and Chip Davis performing popular songs from the 1960s and 
1970s.  Lunch will be a Thanksgiving Special with turkey and all the trimmings, pumpkin pies, and other delicacies.

Gathered around the 
cake are July-October 

Birthday celebrants 
(from left) Ann Brall, 

Frances Reed, Ida 
DeVierno, Richard Rice, 
Norma Neufell, Adda 
Clark, Joanie Gault, 
Alan Frazier, Jerry 

Watkins, Linda Barrett, 
and Sheila Clark.

Next Meeting: 
November 14, 2017

St. Paul’s Heavener Hall

All older adults are invited to join us 
in our efforts to make our 

"Golden Years" among the most 
beautiful of all!

Jesse 
Palidofsky 
entertains 

Friends 
with vocal 
and piano 
renditions 
of old time 
favorites.

Friendship 
Club members 

fondly 
remembered 
John Weddell 
and Howard 
Miller who 

passed away 
recently.

For more information, contact Friendship Club President, Erma McWilliams at 
(301) 774-2742 or emcwill436@aol.com
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Saturday, November 4 - During the Pancake Breakfast  *  Sunday November 5 - Following Worship

The St. Paul’s Fall Craft Fair is coming soon!  It will begin Saturday, November 4 during the Pancake Breakfast outside 
of Heavener Hall and continue Sunday, November 5 in the narthex and will continue to Sunday, November 12, if 
supplies last.  Come shop from among a variety of handcrafted items ranging from jewelry, pottery, quilts, jams and 
chutneys, ceramics, stitchery, woodwork, tote bags, holiday items and more!  All proceeds will be shared between the 
charities, Bega Kwa Beba and Vital Health Africa.  

Bega Kwa Bega (Shoulder to Shoulder for Uganda Orphans) is an organization supporting orphans and vulnerable 
children in remote Ugandan villages by working with the whole community focusing on safe water, 
health care, agriculture, income generation, education and children's rights.

Fall Craft Fair

Vital Health Africa is a non-profit hummanitarian medical, and educational mission providing 
low-cost, high-impact intervention in maternal, newborn, and child health in 
Sub-Saharan Africa.

For more information about the craft fair or the benefiting charities 
please contact Mary Revenis at mrevenis@cnmc.org.

Single Parent Group
St. Paul's is looking to form a Single 
Parent Group in 2018!  The group 
will be a care and support group 
welcoming all single parents.  
Whether you are divorced, widowed, 

never married, or a single grandparent raising 
grandchildren, you are welcome!  If you know of 
anyone who may be interested, please help spread 
the word.  Membership is open to all single parents.  
If you are interested or know of anyone interested, 
please connect with us by filling out the interest form: 
https://goo.gl/forms/NLcpVCx31ZaSfDm72

Tuesday, November 21  *  7:30 p.m.  * St. Paul's UMC

Join us for a dialogue of faith through prayer and song!  
In celebration of Thanksgiving, St. Paul's UMC will be 
hosting this year's Community Thanksgiving
Service sponsored by the congregations
of the Kensington-North Chevy
 Chase Ministerium.  The 
service will be on Tuesday, 
November 21 at
7:30 p.m.  We hope 
to see you there!

Thanksgiving Service

Epistle Articles
Are you looking to promote an upcoming activity or 

opportunity at St. Paul’s?  Have photos you would like to share 
of a recent event?  Submit it to the church office by the 15th of 

the month to be published in the next edition of the Epistle.  Text 
should be limited to approximately 250 words.  To find out more 

information or with any questions, please contact Erin Steele 
at (301) 933-7933 or stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org
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Epistle Article Submissions Due by November 15

November 2017
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  
10:30am Martha Circle 
6:30pm Joyful Ringers! 
7pm Still Wednesday 
7:30pm Lydia Circle 
7:30pm UMM Exec 
Meeting 

2  
7:30pm Sanctuary 
Choir 

3  
7pm Middle High SPY 

4  
8am Craft Fair 
8am Pancake 
Breakfast 
9am Chapel Wedding 
10am Pie with the 
Pastors 

5  
9am Craft Fair 
9am Worship with Communion 
9:30am Adult Sunday School 
10:30am Worship with Communion 
10:30am Opening Chapel & Sunday 
School 
11:45am Communion Collect Food 
Sorting 
11:45am Youth Choir 
11:45am Christmas Pageant Rehearsal 
3pm Reformation Concert at American 
University (carpool available) 
6:30pm Senior High SPY 

6  
7pm Communion 
Collect Food 
Distribution 

7  
10am Prayer Lift 
10:45am Bible Study 
7pm Disciple I 
7pm Fall Study: Romans 
7pm Journey Group 

8  
9am Organ Tuning 
6:30pm Joyful Ringers! 
7pm Still Wednesday  
7pm Yarn Ministry 

9  
7:30pm Sanctuary 
Choir 

10  
6:30pm Senior High 
SPY depart for retreat 
at Camp Manidokan 

11  
All Day Senior High 
SPY Retreat at Camp 
Manidokan 

12  
9am Craft Fair 
9am Joyful Ringers! Rehearsal 
9am Worship with Communion 
9:30am Adult Sunday School 
10:30am Worship 
10:30am Children’s Sunday & Sunday 
School 
11:45am Youth Choir 
11:45am Christmas Pageant Rehearsal 
3pm Senior High SPY return from 
retreat 

13  
1pm Staff Meeting 
7pm Stephen Ministers 

14  
10am Prayer Lift 
10:45am Bible Study 
11:30am Friendship Club 
2pm Holiday Giving Project 
Coordinator Meeting 
7pm Disciple I 
7pm Fall Study: Romans 
7pm Journey Group 
7pm Jochebed Circle 
8pm Biblical Archaeology 
Lecture at JCC (Montrose Rd) 

15  
6:30pm Joyful Ringers! 
7pm Still Wednesday  

16  
7:30pm Sanctuary 
Choir 

17  
7pm Middle High SPY 

18  
No church activities 
scheduled 

19  
9am Worship with Communion 
9:30am Adult Sunday School 
10:30am Worship 
(Children will begin in the Sanctuary for 
worship and will be dismissed to 
Sunday School. Students in grades 6-
12 will stay in worship.) 
10:45am Sunday School 
11:30am Youth Pizza Lunch 
11:45am Christmas Pageant Rehearsal 
12:00pm Thanksgiving Food Sort & 
Pack 
6:30pm All Youth set-up and deliver 
Thanksgiving Food 
7pm Thanksgiving Food Distribution 

20  
7pm Workshop on the 
Great Thanksgiving 

21  
10am Prayer Lift 
10:45am Bible Study 
12pm Tuesdays Together 
7pm Community 
Thanksgiving Service 
hosted by St. Paul’s 
7pm Fall Study: Romans 
7pm Journey Group 

22  
7pm Still Wednesday 

23  
THANKSGIVING DAY 
Church offices closed 

24  
Church offices closed 

25  
1pm Organ Recording 
Session 

26  
9am Worship with Communion 
9:30am Adult Sunday School 
10:30am Worship 
10:30am Opening Chapel & Sunday 
School 
11:45am Youth Choir 
11:45am Christmas Pageant Rehearsal 
6:30pm Senior High SPY 

27  
1pm Staff Meeting 

28  
9am Piano Tuning 
10am Prayer Lift 
10:45am Bible Study 
7pm Disciple I 
7pm Journey Group 

29  
6:30pm Joyful Ringers! 
7pm Still Wednesday 
7pm J&C Meeting 

30  
7:30pm Sanctuary 
Choir 
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November
  Lectionary

November 5:     Revelation 7:9-17
November 12:   Matthew 25:1-13
November 19:   Luke 17:11-19
November 26:   Matthew 25:31-46

Four Options 
for Receiving 
the Epistle...
EMAIL (color) 
Send an email to 
stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org 
with "Email the Epistle" as 
the subject.

DOWNLOAD (color) 
Go to the St. Paul's 
website 
www.stpaulsk.org to 
download a PDF version.

MAIL (B+W) 
To receive an Epistle in 
the mail, please contact
the church office.

PICK UP (B+W) 
Copies of the current 
Epistle are available in the 
Narthex and church 
office. NOVEMBER 2017

St. Paul’s United
Methodist Church
10401 Armory Avenue,
Kensington, Maryland 20895

Worship 
     Schedule
Sunday 9:00 a.m. 
Worship with Communion in the 
Sanctuary. Nursery Care Available.

Sunday 10:30 a.m. 
Worship in the Sanctuary. Sunday 
School & Nursery Care Available. 

Wednesday 7:00 p.m. 
Worship in the Sanctuary.




