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My dear friends:

 May means Annual Conference. From May 29-June 1 clergy and laity 
delegates from the 600+ churches of the Baltimore-Washington Conference will 
gather in Baltimore to worship, fellowship, and debate the tumultuous issues 
facing our denomination. In light of the results of the 2019 General Conference 
last February, this 235th session of the BWC promises to be lively.
 Just as St. Paul's enters a time of discernment through the small groups 
meeting here in May and June, the BWC begins its own season of deliberation 
on a broader scale. The St. Paul's delegation consists of five persons who will be 
part of this broader conversation; Pastor Kate and I will represent the clergy, 
and Lay Leader Marge Higgins will be joined by new Lay Members of Annual 
Conference Kenzie Raulin and Vern Schinski. Pray for us as we enter a space 
more often marked by tension than by prayerful reflection.
 One of the spaces at St. Paul's frequently used for prayerful reflection 
is the Jacque B. DuVall Memorial Chapel. This sacred space in our building 
was named for a church member whose life was marked by service to others. 
Jacque was a major in the U.S. Army Air Corps, and served his country in the 
Pacific Theatre during World War II. After the war he returned to Washington, DC, 
and met and married his wife, Bonnie. Both were active as members of St. Paul's, 
and Jacque served the church as Lay Leader and as a Lay Member of Annual 
Conference.
 Jacque died of cancer in November, 1960. He was only 41 years old, 
but he made a big impact on this church in a short period of time. Rev. Charlie 
Kirkley, the pastor then, said Jacque was "a person in whose life you saw the 
presence of God." 
 At the time St. Paul’s was in the midst of a building campaign to 
connect what was then the Sanctuary (now Heavener Hall) with the three-story 
education wing. These were then two separate buildings. The connection was 
made through the construction of a small chapel between them. In memory 
of one whose life deepened the faith of many others, this prayerful space of 
reflection was named for Jacque DuVall.
 Jacque DuVall would have been 100 years old this May 26, 2019, which 
this year is a Sunday. As we worship that day and as some of us head off to 
Annual Conference soon thereafter, may we see the presence of God in each 
other.

 Light and peace in Jesus Christ,
 A.B. Snell
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From the Desk of Pastor Kate
Dear St. Paul’s Family,

 Whew!  I have just finished putting together Way Forward small 
processing groups for 229 participants and facilitators! Let me take a 
moment to thank each of you who has committed to participating in these 
important conversations about the life and future of our beloved church.  
Rev. Snell and I are so grateful for your willingness to engage in tough and 
honest dialogue on one of the hottest topics of our life together, and I for 
one cannot wait to see what emerges from your time of processing and 
visioning!
 As I write this, we are about halfway through training the 19 lay 
facilitators who will be leading our processing groups throughout May and 
the first half of June.  Our facilitators have given up a significant amount of 
time to this task, and I am continually in awe of their deep commitment 
to take on this hard and holy work.  When you meet your group facilitator, 
be sure to thank him or her for the time and energy they have poured into 
preparing for your group's conversation.
 As we prepare to enter this time of holy conversation, I invite each 
of you to spend time in prayer each week for our processing groups and 
facilitators.  Pray for the Holy Spirit's presence in and through each participant 
as we share our hearts and envision the future of our church.  Pray for our 
Church Council, who will be tasked with evaluating feedback from these 
groups and determining next steps at the end of this process.  Pray for your 
pastors as we seek to equip you (the laity and heart of the church) to make 
informed and Spirit-led decisions about where God is calling the people of 
St. Paul's.  
 We, too, will be praying for you!

 Peace,
 Pastor Kate

Contact Us
SENIOR PASTOR

Rev. Dr. Adam B. Snell
absnell@stpaulsk.org

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
ASSOCIATE PASTOR

Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton
kfulton@stpaulsk.org

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
YOUTH PASTOR

Micah Smartt
msmartt@stpaulsk.org

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
DIRECTOR of CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Meg Baker
mbaker@stpaulsk.org

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
DIRECTOR of MUSIC

N. Thomas Pedersen
tpedersen@stpaulsk.org

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
ORGANIST

Marvin Mills
mmills@stpaulsk.org

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR

Erin Steele
stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
TREASURER

Michelle Gregonis
mgregonis@stpaulsk.org

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
FACILITIES MANAGER

Tracey Furman
tfurman@stpaulsk.org

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
EPISTLE LAYOUT & DESIGN

Jay Codner
jgcodner@gmail.com

Stay Connected!
If you're not already receiving our 

weekly emails and monthly Epistle, 
please contact the church office. 

Phone: (301) 933-7933
Email: stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org

Still Wednesday
Wednesdays (through June) * 7-8:00 p.m. * All are welcome!

Come for an hour, removed from the outside world and step 
into quiet spacious stillness. Each Wednesday night we gather 
for an hour of candlelight and intention in the Sanctuary 
(depending on availability).  This is an opportunity to listen 
"with the ears of your heart" and deepen your relationship with 
the Divine.

Thanks to all who participated in the variety of contemplative 
practices available on March 23, 1:00-4:00 p.m.  A special thank 
you to Terri Lynne Simpson for the use of the Washington 
National Cathedral labyrinth. Based on the positive feedback 
we hope to offer this again in the future, stay tuned!
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Stephen Ministry
What is the Stephen Ministry at St. Paul's?

Based on the story found in Acts 6:1-6, seven laypersons were trained and 
blessed by the disciples to carry on the care ministry in the early church.  In 
similar ways, Stephen Ministers augment pastoral care in our congregation. 
Stephen Ministers, after training, are able to respond to:

Worship Info
Sunday, May 5
Third Sunday of Easter
Acts 9:1-20
Rev. Adam B. Snell Preaching

Sunday, May 12
Fourth Sunday of Easter
Acts 9:36-43
Rev. Adam B. Snell Preaching

Sunday, May 19
Fifth Sunday of Easter
Revelation 21:1-6
Rev. Adam B. Snell Preaching

Sunday, May 26
Sixth Sunday of Easter
Revelation 21:1-2, 22:1-5
Rev. Adam B. Snell Preaching

Sunday, June 2
Ascension Sunday
Luke 24:44-53
Rev. Adam B. Snell Preaching

Sunday, June 9
Pentecost & Confirmation Sunday
Acts 2:1-21
Rev. Adam B. Snell Preaching

Sunday, June 16
Trinity Sunday
Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31
Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton Preaching

Sunday, June 23
Second Sunday after Pentecost
1 Kings 19:1-15a
Rev. Adam B. Snell Preaching

Sunday, June 30
Third Sunday after Pentecost
2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14
Rev. Adam B. Snell Preaching

Sunday Worship
Sunday @ 9:00 a.m.

Worship with Holy Communion in the 
Sanctuary.  Nursery Care available.

Sunday @ 10:30 a.m.
Worship in the Sanctuary.  Sunday 
School and Nursery Care available.

Food with Friends
Saturday, May 18  *  4:00 p.m.  *  Karen Thomas & Gary Rubino's Home

All are welcome to join in the Food with Friends Large Group Dinner on 
Saturday, May 18.  If you missed last year's Luau and Pig Roast – you won’t 
want to miss this year's Food with Friends Season Finale.  This year we will be 
celebrating the end of rain (fingers crossed!) and the return of warm sunny 
days with a Beach Days theme!  So, put on your casual summer attire (beach 
wear if you dare!), polish up your lawn games, and get ready for some Beach 
Boys music!  Weather permitting, we will have bocce, croquet, horseshoes, 
cornhole and more outside on the lawn.  Karen Thomas & Gary Rubino 
will be hosting us at 2309 Twin Valley Lane in Silver Spring, MD.  Please 
contact Karen Thomas at 
krthomas23@aol.com to be 
added to the list.  The lawn 
games and refreshments will 
kickoff at 4:00, appetizers 
at 5:00 and Grilled Shish 
Kabobs for dinner at 6:00.  
Let's celebrate another year 
with Food and Friends!

� Those who are hospitalized
� Those who are grieving
� Those who are suffering loneliness or discouragement
� Those who are divorced or separated
� Those who are affected by death
� Those who are homebound or institutionalized
� Those who are dealing with moving and the challenges of relocation
� Parents grappling with loss when children leave home
� Those who are convalescing or rehabilitating
� New parents & single parents
� Victims of natural or human-caused disasters
� Those in spiritual crisis

At St. Paul's, if you have questions about having a Stephen Minister assigned 
to you or if you want to explore being trained to be a Stephen Minister, 
please contact: Pastor Kate at kfulton@stpaulsk.org, (301) 933-7933 ext. 
103 or Virginia Bickford at tomvab@msn.com, 301-598-5496.
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Congregational Care
Thank You
Dear St. Paul's Friends,

Thank you for all the support and 
cards I received during my hospital 
and rehab stay. I have enjoyed 
reading all the notes you wrote. 
Thank you for being such a loving 
and caring church family.

     Love,
     Bob Ball

Thank You
Dear Friends of St. Paul's,

What a wonderful gift to receive from St. Paul’s the flowers from the altar on Palm 
Sunday. They were beautiful and brought much pleasure. And an added pleasure 
was the lovely visit with Mary Revenis, who came all the way to Riderwood to deliver 
the flowers. You are very special and I hope to be driving again soon so that I can 
attend services from time to time.

      With many thanks,
      Jean McKinsey

Send a Card 
or Note

These members would 
appreciate your thoughts and 

expressions of care...

Mr. Paul Harding
3700 International Blvd.

Bedford Court, Room 329
Silver Spring, MD 20906

Mrs. Christine King
4029 Adams Drive

Wheaton, MD 20902

Mrs. Becky Little
Oak Park Arms

408 S. Oak Park Avenue, #311
Oak Park, IL 60302

Mrs. Esther McCraw
185 Pine Haven Shores Road

#4101
Shelburne, VT 05482

Ms. Susie Propes
3301 S. Leisure World Blvd.

Apt. #2E
Silver Spring, MD 20906

Mrs. Hazel Wright
333 Russell Avenue

Kindley Building, Room #407
Gaithersburg, MD 20877

Bear one another's 
burdens, and in 
this way you will 
fulfill the law of 

Christ.
- Galatians 6:2

Thank You
Dear People of St. Paul's,

Wishing you a happy Easter! He is Risen! 
Have a happy Spring season. God bless 
you all for the help with the groceries 
you bring to the Rebecca House 
apartments month by month. Blessings 
and blessings. I appreciate it sincerely.

     With Love,
     Eliana Slaughter

Thank You
Dear Friends in Mission,

Thank you for partnering with the United Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR). Through your gift, you are helping to provide humanitarian relief when 
war, conflict, or natural disaster disrupts life to such an extent that communities 
are unable to recover on their own.  Through the compassion and solidarity of 
faithful friends like you, UMCOR is able to provide comfort to those impacted by 
disasters like earthquakes and storms, food for the hungry, and healthcare to those 
who otherwise would have none. These are just a sampling of the good works that 
gifts like yours make possible. One hundred percent of your gift will go directly to 
the people who need it most.
 Material Resources for School Kits (3/19/19) - $176.00
 Global Migration (3/19/2019) - $375.00
 International Disaster Response (2/21/2019) - $10.00
 Where Needed Most (2/21/2019) - $9,016.00
These gifts will bring hope to those who need it most.

     Grace and Peace,
      Roland Fernandes, General Treasurer, General Board of Global Ministries
      Rev. Russell Pierce, Executive Director, Mission Engagement, General Board
      of Global Ministries
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More Congregational Care

Celebration of Birth
Special flowers graced the altar during the months of 

February & March to celebrate the birth of

Carmelia "CeCe" Alane Schuler
granddaughter of Tim & Karen Schuler

Sympathy
Our deepest sympathy is expressed to these members 
who mourn the loss of loved ones during the months 

of February & March

Family & Friends of Florence Daniel
a former member of St. Paul's, following her death

Family & Friends of Naomi Brown
following her death

Margarita Bartley & Family
following the death of her mother, Gladys

Patricia Corridon & Family
following the death of her sister, 

Janet Lynn Pometto

Beth Hitchcock & Family
following the death of her sister Mirian McMahon

Card Ministry
We would like to say Thank You to everyone who has 
contributed cards to this important ministry.  We are 
so appreciative to receive these cards. We also want to 
thank everyone who takes one card or even more every 
Sunday!  We get such positive feedback from our friends 
who are receiving these cheery notes and cards!  If 
you have not participated yet, just pick up a card at the 
Visitor's Desk and either write a note or just sign your 
name on the card.  It already has the address and stamp 
on it.  It is so easy!  Thank you for being so supportive.

      Mary Lou Dungan & Deanna Hodgson
      Card Ministry Team

Online Prayer Requests
Have a joy or concern? In need of prayer support? 
Submit an online prayer request, day or night.  You will 
have the option to share your request with the Prayer 
Lift team or only share directly with the pastors. Visit 
our website to submit an online prayer request form at 
stpaulsk.org/community/prayer-requests.

Processing Groups
Many thanks to all of you who are taking part in this 
discernment process! Facilitator training sessions 
have been completed and final rosters have been 
disseminated. (All groups are completely full!) If you 

signed up to participate, 
you should be hearing 
from your group facilitator 
shortly to determine your 
first meeting date.

Please contact Pastor Kate 
at kfulton@stpaulsk.org or 
(301) 933-7933 ext. 103, 
if you have any questions 
about processing groups.
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Children's Ministry
Making Disciples, One Kid at a Time!
It is hard to believe that the 2018-2019 Sunday School year is winding 
down this month!  Our journey together over this class year has been a 
rich one, and in these last few weeks we will bask in the joy of Eastertide.  
We will look at some of the post-resurrection stories from the book of Acts, 
including Saul's conversion and Peter’s dream.  In our chapel worship 
this month, Linda O'Reilly and David Weaver will lead us in song, and 
Kindergarten teacher Lesley Maloney will lead us in storytime! 

Of course, the Sunday School program at St. Paul's would not be possible 
without an amazing teaching team.  More than 40 teachers and leaders 
have devoted boundless time and energy in teaching the faith to the 
youngest among us this year.  Many youth have also given of their time 
to serve as teacher assistants or nursery helpers.  Teachers and helpers, 
please know that the people of St. Paul's are so very grateful for your 
service.  We look forward to celebrating your ministry during the annual 
Teacher Appreciation Luncheon on Sunday, May 19.

Important Dates
Sunday, May 5
Youth Sunday
Youth in middle and high school will 
attend the 10:30 a.m. worship service.

Sunday, May 12
Children's Sunday
Children 2 years old through grade 5 
begin in the sanctuary for the 10:30 
worship service and transition to their 
Sunday School classrooms after the 
Young People's Message.

Sunday, May 19
Last day of the 2018-2019 Sunday 
School Year!

Sunday, May 26
Summer Sunday School begins!

Tuesday, June 18 - Friday, June 21
Vacation Bible School

Summer Sunday School
Can you spare an hour this summer? – Summer 
Sunday School runs from Sunday, May 26 
through Sunday, September 2 and we are 
looking for adults who can volunteer their time 
for one or more Sundays. At least two adult volunteers are needed each 
week.  All of the materials – curriculum, suggested activities, and snacks 
– will be provided.  Youth helpers are also welcome and encouraged to 
participate.  Please consider serving our church community in this way!  
Sign-up in the church office or online at https://tinyurl.com/y68848pm.  
Thank you!

Safe Sanctuaries Training
All persons working with children and youth at St. Paul's are asked to 
participate in Safe Sanctuaries Training each year.  This 90-minute 
training session will be offered twice this spring: Saturday, May 11, from 
10:30 – 12:00 noon, and Monday, May 13, from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m.  You only 
need to attend one of the sessions.  Each session will be held in Room 
109 and childcare will be provided upon request.  Training will also be 
offered in August before the school year starts.  Please sign-up online 
at http://tinyurl.com/y6r8jeng.  For more information, please contact 
Director of Christian Education, Meg Baker at mbaker@stpaulsk.org or 
(301) 933-7933 ext. 104.
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Family Feature
The Disciples Return to Fishing
In the forty days after his resurrection from the dead on Easter morning, Jesus sent his disciples north to the Sea of 
Galilee, telling them to wait for him there.  The area around the Sea of Galilee was on the old trade routes and had 
been settled by several groups of people, including many Greeks.  Read John 21:1-15 and see if you can answer the 
following questions.

 What were the disciples doing on the Sea of Galilee?
____________________________________

 How many large fish did the disciples catch?
____________________________________

 What had Jesus been doing on the beach?
____________________________________

 What did Jesus do with his breakfast?
____________________________________

Happy Easter!
What’s that you say…Easter is over?  Well, you may be 
surprised to hear that Easter is not just one day of the 
year, but rather a season that lasts for 50 days!  The 
season of Easter, or Eastertide, begins at sunset on 
Easter eve and ends on Pentecost, the day we celebrate 
the gift of the Holy Spirit and the birth of the Church 
(for more info, read chapter 2 of the book of Acts).  The 
Easter Season, also known as the Great Fifty Days, 
gives us time to rejoice and experience what it means 
when we say "Christ is risen!" and how we are to live as 
faithful disciples of Christ.

Curious about the other church seasons?  Check out the 
pie-shaped calendar below for more info!

Church Seasons & Colors

Across
1.  This color represents hope and is sometimes used
     during the Advent season
5. The period of 40 days from Ash Wednesday to  

           Easter Sunday
6. This color represents growth and is used during  

           Ordinary Time

Down
2.  The day we celebrate Christ's resurrection
3.  This color represents light and is used during the 

           Easter Season
4.  This color represents fire and is used at Pentecost
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SPY News
Updates for May

St. Paul's 
Youth

Middle High
Sundays

@ 4:30-6:00 p.m.

All Youth 
Welcome!

Come Join Us!

Normal Youth Programming

No Youth - Mother's Day!  Celebrate a mom-type person who 
makes a difference in your life!

Normal Youth Programming

No Youth - Memorial Day!  Enjoy the weekend with your family and friends!

Senior High
Sundays

@ 6:30-8:30 p.m.

May 5:

May 12:

May 19:

May 26:

Be aware that the end of the SPY programming year is in June!  SPY calendars track the school 
calendar pretty closely.  Be on the lookout for more information about our end of year events 
for both Middle High and Senior High SPYs.

Wilderness Trail
July 31 - August 6  *  Appalachian Trail

Groups of 8 spend the week backpacking 
and taking in God's natural world along 
segments of the Appalachian Trail from our 
starting point in Virginia. We have enough 
room this year for 3 groups, or 18 youth 
and 6 adults.  Open to ALL interested youth 
and adult chaperone hikers! Please sign-up 
online at stpaulsk.org/community/youth.  
For more info, please contact Micah Smartt 
at msmartt@stpaulsk.org.

Borderlands
July 15 - 23  *  El Paso, Texas

New this year: 
take a cultural 
immersion trip 
to El Paso, Texas.  

Visit natural wonders, enjoy regional food, 
and think deeply about issues of particular 
concern to the people of this desert area, 
including conservation, immigration, and 
firearms policy.  All current Senior High and 
rising 9th graders (current 8th graders) are 
welcome.  Please sign-up for this trip online 
at stpaulsk.org/community/youth.  For 
more information, please contact Micah 
Smartt at msmartt@stpaulsk.org.

Financial Aid 
Opportunities
No one should miss out on an 
amazing adventure because 
of the price tag! Please contact 
Youth Pastor Micah Smartt at 
msmartt@stpaulsk.org, (301) 
933-7933 ext. 111 or Senior 
Pastor Rev. Adam Snell at 
absnell@stpaulsk.org, (301) 
933-7933 ext. 101 to discuss 
scholarship and campership 
aid confidentially.

First Service of Easter

A special thank you to everyone who got out of bed early, 
stepped into leadership roles, and bolstered our numbers at 
the First Service of Easter, 7:30 a.m. in the Memorial Garden!
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2019 Educational Award
Each year, through our Council on Youth Ministries, St. Paul's provides a 
monetary Educational Award to one or more graduating High School Seniors 
with plans to attend college or some other post-secondary education. The 
application deadline for the 2019 Educational Award is Friday, May 19. For 
more information about the Educational Award and to download the application 
form, visit stpaulsk.org/community/youth. Please contact  Director of Christian 
Education Meg Baker at mbaker@stpaulsk.org or (301) 933-7933 ext. 104 with 
any further questions.

Confirmation 2019
By: Meg Baker, Director of Christian Education

By the time you read this, the seventeen members of the 2019 Confirmation Class will 
be in their final stretch of Friday night classes.  These fifteen sessions cover a lot of ground, 
including an overview of the biblical narrative, the history of the church, and many of the 
tenets of the Christian faith.  Adam, Micah and I are confident that any one of them can 
comfortably speak to the mystery of the Trinity, the parts of the Wesleyan Quadrilateral, 
and the ways we can live out our faith.  Please continue to pray for each of our young 
people during this time of discernment and decision.

2x4's Ministry
Book Club
The 2x4's Book Club, for readers in the (roughly) 20s-to-40s age range, will meet 
Monday, May 13, at 7:30-9:00 p.m. at the home of Jim & Rachel King.  We will discuss 
The Daring Ladies of Lowell by Kate Alcott.  Please contact Rachel King for directions 
and additional information at reking30@gmail.com.

In this work of historical fiction, Alice Barrow escapes life on her family's farm and 
moves to the town of Lowell to work in the new cotton mills.  The hours are long and 
the work is dangerous, but Alice gains access to literature, exciting speakers, and new 
friends.  When her friend Lovey is found dead under suspicious circumstances, the 
tensions between mill owners and workers rise to a boiling point.  As Alice fights for 
justice, she also attracts the attention of the mill owner's son, a man whom she has no 
business falling in love.

2x4's Lunch
It's not time to take your Sunday afternoon siesta until you join the 2x4's for our Cinco de 
Mayo fiesta!  Folks in the 20s-to-40s age range (and their families!) are invited to come 
celebrate with your St. Paul's 2x4's friends at the home of Pat and Lesley Maloney on 
Sunday, May 5 from 12:00-2:30 p.m.  Pat and Lesley will provide taco meat and queso, 
and attendees will provide the rest.  Please RSVP online at http://evite.me/CUGPnsNhXQ 
and sign-up for what you'd like to bring.  We look forward to celebrating with you!
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Adult Education
Biblical Archaeology Forum
Wednesday, May 8  *  8:00 p.m.  *  Bender JCC

The St. Paul's Adult Education Committee encourages 
our members to take advantage of ongoing educational 
opportunities provided through Biblical Archaeology 
Forum. This local community group's monthly lectures 
bring together leading Bible scholars and archaeologists 
to enlighten us in our understanding of the biblical texts 
and the biblical world.

The Mysterious Disappearance of Zerubbabel lecture 
will be presented by Ted Lewis, Blum-Iwry Professorship 
in Near Eastern Studies at Johns Hopkins University, on 
Wednesday, May 8 at Bender JCC at 8:00 p.m.

Zerubbabel was the heir of the 
royal Davidic line following the 
Babylonian exile.  According to 
prophet Haggai, Zerubbabel 
was God's messianic designate, 
chosen to be God's own signet 
ring.  The prophet Zechariah 
calls him "the Branch," a title 
given elsewhere to the idyllic 
future Davidide.  Near the end 

of the sixth century BCE, Zerubbabel returns to Jerusalem 
to lay the foundation of the Second Temple.  Mysteriously, 
at the height of such expectations, Zerubbabel disappears 
from the pages of history.  His disappearance is one of the 
greatest mysteries in the Hebrew Bible.  How and why 
did the Signet of God disappear?  Why are our texts silent 
on the matter?  Was there something nefarious afoot?  
Who would have stood to benefit most by Zerubbabel's 
disappearance?  Should we be looking externally (to 
the Persians wishing to stem a growing nationalism?) or 
internally (to a struggle for power?).  Join Professor Lewis 
in examining multiple clues that have been left behind to 
try to solve this mystery.

Admission is $10 for the general public, and free for high 
school students. For more information, please go to 
benderjccgw.org/adults/biblical-archaeology-forum/.

Taste & Sing
Tuesday, May 21  *  12:00 p.m.  *  Octagon  

This monthly time to enjoy 
music, prayer, and lunch 
opens with an opportunity 
to share a few of our favorite 
hymns then moves into a 
short program focusing on a composer or lyricist so we 
can learn the stories behind songs we love.  Come join 
us on Tuesday, May 21 in the Octagon at 12:00 noon.  
(No musical experience needed!) Stay for a tasty lunch 
provided by Ginny Hagberg.  There is no registration 
and no cost to attend, although donations for lunch are 
welcome.  Come and join us!

Lectionary Bible Study
Tuesdays  *  10:45 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.  

Join members of the 
St. Paul's clergy and 
staff for weekly Bible 
Study in the church's 
Library on Tuesday 
mornings from 10:45 
a.m. - 11:45 a.m. This 

weekly session takes a deep dive into the Scripture 
passage that will appear in Sunday's lectionary.  There is 
no registration or fee required and no additional reading 
or homework is involved.  You may come each week or as 
your schedule allows – visitors are always welcome, too!

Faithflix
Sunday, May 12, 19 & 26  *  12:00 p.m.  *  Octagon  

Faithflix returns for the 
month of May!  Adults 
of all ages are invited for 
food, film, and fellowship 

each Sunday in May, from 11:45 a.m. to 12:45 p.m.  
We'll enjoy a light lunch while watching and discussing 
a short faith-provoking film. Joe Mangin will be leading 
Faithflix sessions throughout the month; each week will 
involve a different film selection and guided discussion.  
No prep, no stress, no registration – just come as you are 
able!  For more information, please contact Meg Baker at 
mbaker@stpaulsk.org or (301) 933-7933 ext. 104.

To find out more information about the adult 
educational opportunities at St. Paul's, please contact 

Director of Christian Education, Meg Baker at  
mbaker@stpaulk.org or (301) 933-7933.
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Discerning A Way Forward for St. Paul's
By: Marge Higgins, Lay Leader

As referenced previously, the Judicial Council of the United Methodist Church (UMC) met April 23-26, 2019 to review 
the Traditional Plan approved during the special General Conference in February 2019.  For an in-depth review of the 
Judicial Council decisions, please visit www.umnews.org/en/news/court-oks-part-of-traditional-plan-exit-plan.

The Judicial Council found that: (1) while some provisions of the newly adopted plan remain unconstitutional, the 
rest of the plan (about 60%) is valid as church law and will become effective in the United States as of January 1, 2020; 
and (2) legislation to provide an exit strategy for local churches wishing to leave the denomination is constitutional 
and goes into effect immediately.

Judicial Council Decision:
�    upholds the specific ban on ordination of self-avowed homosexuals to the clergy or as bishops;
�    upholds minimum penalties for clergy conducting same-sex weddings or ceremonies that are in celebration of 

homosexual unions;
�    maintains the language that "homosexuality is incompatible with Christian teaching";
�    establishes these three minimum requirements for legislation permitting local churches that want to leave the 

denomination to do so:
¡    approval of the disaffiliation resolution by a two-thirds majority of the professing members of the local 

church present and voting at the church conference.
¡    establishment of the terms and conditions, including the effective date, of the agreement between the 

annual conference and the exiting local church by the conference board of trustees in accordance with 
applicable church law and civil laws.

¡    ratification of the disaffiliation agreement by a simple majority of the members of the annual conference 
present and voting.

�    states that legislation designed to provide "a gracious exit" for local churches that want to leave the denomination 
meets these three requirements, is constitutional, and provides a means for the disaffiliation of a local church.

We are poised to undertake our small group conversations, as we move forward in discernment regarding the future 
of St. Paul's, in the context of this legislation.

Update as of April 27, 2019

Human Sexuality - The Social Principles of the UMC, ¶ 161.G
We affirm that sexuality is God’s good gift to all persons. We call everyone to responsible stewardship of this sacred gift.
Although all persons are sexual beings whether or not they are married, sexual relations are affirmed only with the 
covenant of monogamous, heterosexual marriage.

We deplore all forms of the commercialization, abuse, and exploitation of sex. We call for strict global enforcement of 
laws prohibiting the sexual exploitation of children and for adequate protection, guidance, and counseling for abused 
children. All persons, regardless of age, gender, marital status, or sexual orientation, are entitled to have their human 
and civil rights ensured and to be protected against violence. The Church should support the family in providing 
age-appropriate education regarding sexuality to children, youth, and adults.

We affirm that all persons are individuals of sacred worth, created in the image of God. All persons need the ministry 
of the Church in their struggles for human fulfillment, as well as the spiritual and emotional care of a fellowship that 
enables reconciling relationships with God, with others, and with self. The United Methodist Church does not condone 
the practice of homosexuality and considers this practice incompatible with Christian teaching. We affirm that God’s 
grace is available to all. We will seek to live together in Christian community, welcoming, forgiving, and loving one an-
other, as Christ has loved and accepted us.  We implore families and churches not to reject or condemn lesbian and gay 
members and friends. We commit ourselves to be in ministry for and with all persons.
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Friendship Club
A sunny April day brought friends together in Heavener Hall where they listened with 

delight to the musical program presented by the gifted Plumer Family.  Frank and his 
two lovely daughters, Julia (15) and Cecilia (13) did an interesting variety of piano, 

violin, and vocal selections.  The girls have been playing piano and singing since 
age 3 and have been performing with The Washington National Opera Children's 
Choir for many years.  

Friends and guests, with Frances Reed on the piano, sang happy birthday to 
April celebrants Meg Robinson, Kathy Young, Joan Pedersen, and Claire 

Kordella.  Now 97, Claire inspires everyone with her smile and sunny outlook. 

Club President Erma McWilliams shared some good news: "About a week ago, a 
lady came by, introduced herself as Judith Tummino, daughter of Ernie Umberger.  

Ernie was a very faithful, dedicated Friendship Club member, who served as our Photographer/Historian for many years.  
In memory of her parents, Judith donated a very generous check of $50 to the Friendship Club.  We remember Ernie 
and his work very fondly."

Jerry Watkins reminded everyone to make their reservations for the Friendship Club's June 11 outing to Shepherdstown, 
West Virginia.  Lunch will be at the Bavarian Inn restaurant.  Reservations must be turned in by Thursday, May 30.  A 
group of friends, led by Bea Bess, are also putting together a 5-day trip in September to Niagara Falls and Toronto.

Next Meeting:
Tuesday, May 9

11:30 a.m. in Heavener Hall

All older adults are invited to join 
us in our efforts to make our 
"Golden Years" among the 

most beautiful of all!

Frank Plumer 
and his two 
daughters, Julia 
and Cecilia, have 
been entertaining 
the Friendship 
Club with their 
musical talents 
every year.

Library Highlights
This month, our librarian Debra McCurry offers highlights from the children's section and 
some books in our general collection about women, chosen in honor of Mother's Day. 

Children's Selections:
I Can Pray! By Suzette T. Caldwell. Call #E Cal
Paul Writes (a Letter) by Chris Raschka. Call #E Ras

New in the Library Collection:
No Longer Silent: The Empowerment of Women in the Gospels by Susan Dehn Matthew. Call #220.9 Mat
50 Women Every Christian Should Know by Michelle De Rusha. Call #270 DeR
This Will Be Remembered of Her: Stories of Women Reshaping the World by Megan McKenna. Call #230 McK
If Eve Only Knew by Kendra Weddle Irons and Melanie Springer Mock. Call #248.8 Iro

April Birthday 
celebrant Kathy 
Young shows 
her raffle gift. 
Kathy lays out 
the name tags 
at a reception 
table before each 
meeting.
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United Methodist Men
Pancake Breakfast

Pancakes, Sausage, Ham, Bacon, Fruit, Coffee, Tea!  Come to the Pancake Breakfast!  Our 
Saturday, May 4 breakfast will benefit UMCOR, the United Methodist Committee on Relief.  
UMCOR provides disaster relief worldwide, and is typically one of the first organizations 
to respond in a crisis.  Please join us, and consider volunteering as a way to have some 
fun and support this worthy causes.  We start serving at 8:00 a.m. in Heavener Hall.  Our 
Saturday, June 1 breakfast will support the St. Paul's Library!  

Men's Supper & Meeting
Our next Men's Supper will be our annual cookout on Wednesday, June 5 at 6:30 p.m.  We look 
forward to seeing you there for hamburgers, hot dogs, all the trimmings, and cake from Jenny Cakes. 

The purpose of the United Methodist Men is to engage in a variety of Christ-centered activities for 
the benefit of the ministries, programs and activities of the church and its members. 

United Methodist Women
Sunday, June 9  *  12:00-1:00 p.m.  *  Room 109

The UMW Reading Group will meet on Sunday, June 9, from 12:00–1:00 p.m. in Room 
109.  We will discuss The White Umbrella: Walking with Survivors of Sex Trafficking, by 
Mary Frances Bowley.

"Sex trafficking."  We hear about it on the nightly news and in special interest stories 
from around the world, but it occurs daily in communities all around us.  Every year, 
thousands of young people are forced into sexual exploitation.  Most are women under 
the age of 18.  The damage this causes to their lives and souls is immeasurable.  But they 
are not without hope.  The White Umbrella tells stories of survivors as well as those 
who came alongside to help them to recovery.  It describes the pain and the strength of 
these young women and the practical efforts of those who held the "white umbrella" 
of protection over them on the road to restoration.

Hunger Ministry
Communion Collect: Sunday, May 5  *  Food Distribution & Meal: Monday, May 6

We feed our neighbors across the 20895 ZIP code who have trouble making ends meet.  
Communion Collect happens the first Sunday of the month, year-round.  Donations can be 
placed in the bins in the Narthex any time – we always need cold and hot cereals plus any 
items listed on the shopping lists found on the table by the bins, and financial contributions 
are welcome as well.  On Communion Sunday, May 5, volunteers will sort food following 
worship.  Then families at risk of hunger will visit Heavener Hall at 7:30 p.m. the following 
evening, Monday, May 6, for a hot meal and food distribution night.  To volunteer, please 
contact Jean Langbein at jeanlangbein@gmail.com.
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Pie with the Pastors
Saturday, June 1  *  10:00 a.m.  *  Room 109

Thinking about becoming a member or just want to learn more about the St. Paul's 
community? Pie with the Pastors is usually offered the first weekend of each month. Our 
next chance for pie and conversation is on Saturday, June 1. Please RSVP to the church 
office at (301) 933-7933 or stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org and plan to join Rev. Adam Snell 
and Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton at 10:00 a.m. in Room 109 for homemade pie and 
relaxing conversation about the Christian faith and this church we call home.  Childcare is 
available upon request.  We hope you'll join us!

Epistle Articles & Submissions
If you have an upcoming St. Paul's-related event and want to let church 
members and friends know about it with an announcement in the Sunday bulletin, 
please email Erin Steele in the church office at stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org. 

All bulletin announcements must be received by 12:00 noon on Wednesday. 
The suggested length is 75 words and should include the date, time, and contact 
information for the event.

If you have an article to go in the monthly Epistle Newsletter, please help us 
by submitting Epistle items to Erin Steele at stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org no 
later than the 15th of the month.  Please send Epistle content as a Word doc 
attachment with "Epistle Item" in the subject line.  Each article should be about 
250 words or less.  Paper submissions may be placed in the yellow "Epistle" 
folder on the desk in the main office.  Please note that Epistle articles are not 
automatically included in the bulletin announcements, or vice versa, so be sure 
to submit items separately if you want them to appear in both places.  Thanks 
for staying connected to all that St. Paul's has to offer!

Follow St. Paul's on 
Facebook

@stpaulskensington

Follow St. Paul's on 
Instagram
@stpaulsk
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May 2019 Calendar
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1  
10:30am Martha Circle 
6:45pm Joyful Ringers! 
7pm Adult Education 
7pm Still Wednesday 
7:30pm Lydia Circle 
7:30pm UMM Exec 
Committee 

2  
7:30pm Sanctuary 
Choir 

 

 

3  
6:30pm Confirmation 
Class 

4  
8am Pancake 
Breakfast 
10am Pie with the 
Pastors 

5  
9am Worship with Communion 
9:30am Sanctuary Choir 
10:30am Opening Chapel and 
Children’s Sunday School 
10:30am Worship with 
Communion 
11:45am Food Sorting 
11:45am Faithflix 
12pm 2x4s Fiesta Lunch 
2:30pm Confirmation Class 
Shelter Meal Prep 
4:30pm Middle High SPY 
6pm Youth Choir 
6:30pm Senior High SPY 

6  
6:45pm Food 
Distribution Volunteers 
7pm “Honoring Chet” 
Group 

7  
10am Prayer Lift 
10:45am Bible Study 
7pm Journey Group 

8  
6:45pm Joyful Ringers! 
7pm Still Wednesday  

9  
9:30am Piano Tuning 
7:30pm Sanctuary 
Choir 

10  
2pm Funeral for Aileen 
Hunt 
6:30pm Confirmation 
Class 

11  
10:30am Safe 
Sanctuaries Training 

12  
Mother’s Day 
9am Worship with Communion 
9am Nursery 
9:30am Youth Choir 
9:30am Sanctuary Choir 
10:30am Worship – Children’s 
Sunday 
10:45am Children’s Sunday 
School 
11:45am Faithflix 

13  
10:30am Staff Meeting 
7pm Yarn Ministry 
7pm Safe Sanctuaries 
Training 

14  
10am Prayer Lift 
10:45am Bible Study 
11:30am Friendship 
Club 
7pm Journey Group 

15  
6:45pm Joyful Ringers! 
7pm Still Wednesday 
7pm Church Council 
Meeting 

16  
7:30pm Sanctuary 
Choir 

17  
6:30pm Confirmation 
Class 

18  
4pm Food with Friends 

19  
9am Worship with Communion 
9am Joyful Ringers! 
9:30am Sanctuary Choir 
10:30am Worship 
10:30am Children’s Opening 
Chapel & Sunday School 
11:45am Faithflix 
4:30pm Middle High SPY 
6:30pm Senior High SPY 

20  
7pm Yarn Ministry 

21  
10am Prayer Lift 
10:45am Bible Study 
12pm Taste & Sing 
7pm Journey Group 

22  
6:45pm Joyful Ringers! 
7pm Still Wednesday 
 

23  
7:30pm Sanctuary 
Choir 

24  
6:30pm Confirmation 
Class 

25  
No church activities 
scheduled. 

26  
9am Worship with Communion 
9:30am Sanctuary Choir 
10:30am Worship 
10:30am Summer Sunday 
School 
11:45am Faithflix 

27  
Memorial Day 
Church Closed. 

28  
10am Prayer Lift 
10:45am Bible Study 
7pm Journey Group 

29  
6:45pm Joyful Ringers! 
7pm Still Wednesday 
7pm J&C Meeting 

30  
7:30pm Sanctuary 
Choir 

31  
No church activities 
scheduled. 

 

 
Looking to promote an upcoming activity or opportunity at St. Paul's?  Do you have photos you would like to share of a 
recent event?  Submit it to the church office by the 15th of the month to be published in the next edition of the Epistle.  
Text should be about 250 words.  Please contact our office administrator, Erin Steele at stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org or 

call (301) 933-7933 if you have any questions.
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Epistle
     Options
EMAIL (color)
Send an email to  
stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org

DOWNLOAD (color)
Go to the St. Paul's website 
www.stpaulsk.org and 
download a PDF version

MAIL (B+W)
Please contact the church 
office and make a request

PICK UP (B+W)
Copies of the current 
Epistle are available in the 
Narthex and church office

May 2019

Worship 
     Schedule
SUNDAY 9:00 A.M.
Worship with Communion in the 
Sanctuary. Nursery Care available.

SUNDAY 10:30 A.M.
Worship in the Sanctuary. Sunday 
School & Nursery Care available.

WEDNESDAY 7:00 P.M.
Still Wednesday Worship.


