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My Dear Friends:

It didn't look much like spring at the Kensington Service Center.
I stopped in at this local landmark the other day soon after I returned 

from a vacation in the Great Smokies. I had worked the ol' hupmobile hard 
going up and down the mountain roads in East Tennessee. Although it wasn’t 
actively smoking and throwing off metal pieces, the normally reliable engine 
was making some strange noises. So I took it into KSC to have the experts take 
a look.

I use this service station for a variety of reasons. One, it is a block 
away from the church. This ability to drop off the car and to then walk to work 
cannot be discounted. Two, it is owned by Mario Bruno, the brother-in-law 
of our own Leah Bruno. Even without this pedigree, Mario is a great guy. 
He once gave me a ride in his new Dodge Charger. Don’t tell the local law 
enforcement folks, but we went from zero to 60 in less time than it takes to 
sing the first word of "Amazing Grace." Compared to that speed my own car 
has felt as slow as a steam engine ever since.

When I stopped in to schedule service for 
the aforementioned steam engine, I noticed for the 
first time that there were window boxes on the front 
façade of the station. They were full of planting soil, 
as if they could be used to plant flowers. Save for 
the one sad flower (a tulip, I'm told by Samantha 
Furman) gamely blooming in one of them, though, 
the planters were otherwise unoccupied.

I told John, the busy guy inside behind the counter, that I was very 
much encouraged my neighborhood service station had such a pitiful planter 
box. "I'm glad the people who fix my car are focused on engines," I said, "not 
on flowers." It is important to focus on the things one does well, and to leave to 
others the things that are beyond one’s scope of expertise. Until I mentioned 
it, I’m not sure even John realized there was a planter box right outside his 
window. That was good; he was focused on cars.

In this Easter season and in the midst of spring, I'm glad St. Paul's is 
focused on the risen Lord and the new life promised to all who believe in him. 
It is the service we uniquely offer to the world. 

On the walk back from the Kensington Service Center, I couldn’t 
help notice that flowers are blooming all around St. Paul's. Perhaps we have 
expertise in more areas than we think.

Light and peace in Jesus Christ,
A.B. Snell
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Dear Family of Faith,

My time is winding down here at St. Paul's and this will be my final 
Claire's Corner.  I hope to see many of you on Father's Day, June 17, for 
my family's last Sunday.  We have spent the last couple of weeks getting 
our house ready to put on the market.  The United Methodist Men's yard 
sale might have been half-populated with all of the treasures from the 
Matheny and Noyce residence looking for a new home.

We have been powering through steps to ready our departure.  However, 
it seems that each night my husband and I look at each other and say, "We 
are really doing this?!" It is with a bittersweet air that we try to fathom 
that we are really saying goodbye to you who have been so dear.  We 
are excited for the next adventure, and the chance to get to know the 
Kittamaqundi Community Church folks and our new neighborhood in 
Columbia, Maryland, but change.  Goodness, change can be hard. 

Many of you know what it is to move.  You know what it is to place faith in 
what is ahead, trusting that God can use the newness unfolding to bring 
forth challenge and joy.  I give thanks of course for my time with you, 
for these days we yet have left.  I give thanks for all of the ways in which 
we have partnered in ministry over the course of this wonderful season. 
I give thanks for the staff of St. Paul's, and especially for the many hours 
spent in prayer as part of the pastoral team. I give thanks for Kate 
Mackereth Fulton, the one who is to come soon for the next chapters of 
your bright future.  

Thank you without measure for the love that you have extended to my 
family. 

 Gratefully in Christ,
 Rev. Claire
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May 2018

Looking to promote an upcoming activity or opportunity at St. Paul's?  Have photos you would like to share of a recent 
event?  Submit it to the church office by the 15th of the month to be published in the next edition of the Epistle.  Text 

should be about 250 words.  For more info, please contact Erin Steele at stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org or (301) 933-7933.

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1  

10am Prayer Lift 
10:45m Bible Study 
7pm Disciple I 
7pm Journey Group 

2  
10:30am Martha Circle at 
the Bay 
6:45pm Joyful Ringers! 
7pm Still Wednesday 
7:30pm Lydia Circle 
7:30pm UMM Exec Mtg 

3  
7:30pm Sanctuary 
Choir 

4  
7pm Middle High SPY 
 

5  
8am Pancake Breakfast 
10am Pie with the 
Pastors 

6 Kensington Car Show 
9am Worship with Communion 
9 & 10:30am Nursery 
10:30am Children’s Opening 
Chapel & Sunday School 
10:30am Worship with 
Communion 
11:45am Faithflix 
11:45am Food Sorting 
4:30pm Confirmation Class 
6:30pm Senior High SPY 

7  
6:45pm Communion 
Collect:  Bagging, 
Distribution & Delivery 
 

8  
10am Prayer Lift 
10:45m Bible Study 
11:30am Friendship 
Club 
7pm Disciple I 
7pm Journey Group 

9  
6:45pm Joyful Ringers! 
7pm Still Wednesday  
7pm Church Council Mtg 

10  
7:30pm Sanctuary 
Choir 

11  
6:30pm Confirmation 
Class departs for 
retreat to Camp 
Manidokan 

12  
4:00pm Confirmation 
Class returns from Camp 
Manidokan 

13 Mother’s Day 
9am Worship with Communion 
9 & 10:30am Nursery 
9am Joyful Ringers! 
10:30am Worship – Children’s 
Sunday: Grade 5 and under will 
be in worship 
10:30am Youth Sunday School 
10:45am Children’s Sunday 
School 
11:45am Faithflix 

14  
1pm Staff Meeting 
7pm Yarn Ministry 

15  
10am Prayer Lift 
10:45am Bible Study 
12pm Taste & Sing 
7pm Disciple I 
7pm Journey Group 

16  
6:45pm Joyful Ringers! 
7pm Still Wednesday  
 

17  
9am Piano Tuning 
7:30pm Sanctuary 
Choir 

18  
7pm Middle High SPY 

19  
10am Confirmation Class 
Rehearsal 
10am Marriage Blessing 
12pm A Way Forward at 
St. Paul’s Workshop 

20 Pentecost 
9:30am Confirmation Class 
Photos 
9am Worship with Communion 
9 & 10:30am Nursery 
10:30am Opening Chapel & 
Children’s Sunday School 
10:30am Worship+ 
Confirmation 
10:30am Youth Sunday School  
11:30am Confirmation Class 
Lunch 
11:45am Faithflix 
6:30pm Senior High SPY 

21  
 

22  
10am Prayer Lift 
10:45am Bible Study 
7pm Disciple Class 
Dinner – Off Site 
7pm Journey Group 

23  
6:45pm Joyful Ringers! 
7pm Still Wednesday  
7pm Justice & 
Compassion Meeting 

24  
7:30pm Sanctuary 
Choir 

25  
6pm Senior High SPY 
departs for Beach 
Weekend 
7pm Middle High SPY 

26  
Senior High SPY Beach 
Weekend 

27  
Senior High Beach Weekend  
9am Worship with Communion 
10:30am Summer Sunday 
School begins 
10:30am Worship 
11:45am Faithflix 

28 Memorial Day 
Church Office Closed 
4pm Senior High SPY 
return from Beach 
Weekend 

29  
10am Prayer Lift 
10:45am Bible Study 
7pm Journey Group 

30  
6:45pm Joyful Ringers! 
7pm Still Wednesday 

31  
7:30pm Sanctuary 
Choir 
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Thank You
 I want to thank you all for the 
cards and prayers and well wishes while 
recovering from my knee replacement. 
So many of you sent cards and called 
and it made each day a little bit brighter. 
I also want to thank our Pastors, Adam 
and Claire, for the calls and especially 
the prayers. Also a big “Thank You” to the 
St. Paul’s Prayer Lift group. St Paul’s is a 
wonderful church with a lot of wonderful 
people and I am proud to say I belong to 
St. Paul’s. Thank you all.

 Sincerely,

 Gil Clark

Thank You
Dear Pastors & Congregation,

 "Your kindness really made a 
difference… your thoughtfulness really 
touched my heart… the gratitude I feel 
really can’t be put into words."  You are 
all so wonderful. I got cards and good 
wishes from so many people, even those 
who did not know me, and that really 
touched me deeply. God bless you all.

 Love,

 Bea Whiteford

Thank You
Dear Friends,

 Your cards and messages of 
encouragement following my recent 
surgery made my recovery so much 
easier! I felt comforted and cared for more 
than you can imagine.

 Love,

 Mary Lou Dungan

Thank You
Dear friends in mission,

 Thank you for your support of the efforts of the United 
Methodist Church to provide assistance in the United States and 
worldwide for survivors of human trafficking, funding for development 
projects that alleviate hunger and poverty, holistic community-based 
health programs, education, medical supplies, disaster relief, and access 
to clean water and sanitation.  This is just a sampling of the good works 
that gifts like yours make possible. 
 Thank you for giving so generously.  Through The Advance, the 
designated giving channel of the United Methodist Church, 100 percent 
of your contribution will go to the fund or funds you designate. 
 Thank you for the following gifts received between 12/26/2017 
and 2/20/2018:

� Your gifts of $12,813.00 and $1,000.00 for United Methodist 
Committee On Relief (undesignated) are supporting a wide 
array of programs that respond to emergencies, fight hunger 
and poverty, and assist the displaced.

� Your gift of $860.00 for UMCOR Imagine No Malaria will go 
toward disease prevention and treatment, with $490.00 
designated for medication.

� Your gift of $250.00 will go towards UMCOR Disaster Response 
within the United States.

� Your gift of $250.00 will go towards UMCOR International 
Disaster Response.

� Your gift of $275.00 will go towards Material Resources – School 
Kits.

� Your gifts of $375 for Miguel Mairena and $375 for Nan McCurdy 
will directly support our missionaries in evangelism, church 
development, education, and health services.

� Your gift of $1,025.00 for Global Migration will go toward 
addressing refugee and human migration crises around the 
world.

 Thank you for joining with us to "Be Hope" to those who 
desperately need it.

 Grace & Peace,

 Roland Fernandes, General Treasurer
 Russell Pierce, Executive Director of Communications, Advance  
 and Fundraising
 UMC General Board of Global Ministries

Congregational Care
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Congregational Care

Celebrations of Birth
Roses graced the altar in March to celebrate 

the births of

Oliver Davis Murray
grandson of Ben & Trish Murray

Axel Pierre
grandson of Jean Correll

Sadie Gaines Bartley
daughter of Andy & Leah Bartley,

granddaughter of Tom & Marty Bartley

Sympathy
Our deepest sympathy is expressed to these 
members who mourn the loss of loved ones 

who passed away during March

Beth Hitchcock & Family
following the death of her sister

Phil Hein & Family
following the death of his sister 

Dorothy Jean Harmon

Mrs. Janet Dennis
2700 Barker Street

Apartment #343
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Mr. Paul Harding
12615 Holdridge Road

Silver Spring, MD  20906

Mrs. Aileen Hunt
3112 Gracefield Road

PV #421
Silver Spring, MD 20904

Mrs. Becky Little
Oak Park Arms

408 S. Oak Park Ave., #311
Oak Park, IL 60302

Send a Card or Note
These members would appreciate your thoughts and 

expressions of care

Mrs. Esther McCraw
185 Pine Haven Shores Road

Apartment #4101
Shelburne, VT 05482

Ms. Susie Propes
3301 S. Leisure World Blvd.

Apartment #2E
Silver Spring, MD 20906

Ms Helen Strang
16000 Woodview Terrace

Laurel, MD 20707

Mrs. Hazel Wright
333 Russell Avenue

Kindley Building, Room 407
Gaithersburg, MD 20877

Online Prayer Requests
Upcoming surgery?  Have a joy or concern?  
In need of prayer support?  Submit an online 
prayer request, day or night. You will have 
the option to share your request with the 
Prayer Lift team or only share directly with the 
pastors.  Visit our online prayer request form at  
stpaulsk.org/community/prayer-requests.

Still Wednesday
7:00-8:00 p.m.  *  Wednesdays  *  Octagon or Sanctuary

Looking for an opportunity for sacred stillness? Drop in for 
Still Wednesday, a weekly 

contemplative gathering with 
a variety of leaders and 

themes.  No need to plan 
ahead, come if you feel 
called to deepen your 
relationship with God 
and  your community.  

Questions?  Contact Kenzie 
Raulin at (301) 237-1520 or 

Kenzier@rcn.com.

Card Ministry
Send a card and put a smile on someone's face! Stop by the Visitor’s Desk on Sunday mornings and pick up a card to 
send. Cards are stamped and pre-addressed. You need only to write a note or sign it and put it in the mail.  It's easy!
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Sunday School
Sunday School Update

During this 50 day journey through Eastertide, the children of St. 
Paul’s are learning a lot about the apostle for which our church is 
named: his conversion experience on the road to Damascus, his 
escape from that city in the middle of the night, his boldness in 
proclaiming that Jesus is God’s Son, and his many companions in 
the faith, not to mention the explosive growth of the church on 
account of his discipleship.  

The overarching message within these passages from Acts is that, 
because of Christ’s resurrection, hearts and lives – including our 
own – are changed.  We are, after all, "Easter people," and are 
perpetually invited to live more fully into the new life we have been 
given.  It is only fitting that this unit culminates with the outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost!

Speaking of Pentecost, the people of St. Paul’s will be extending the right hand of Christian fellowship to the eleven 
members of the 2018 Confirmation Class on Sunday, May 20, Pentecost Sunday, when they will have the opportunity 
to become full members of the church.  Their five-month journey from Epiphany to Pentecost has been rich with 
teachings, questions, fellowship, and service.  

This update would be incomplete without expressing gratitude for all who contribute their time and energy in 
teaching the faith at St. Paul’s.  To celebrate their service throughout this school year, we will be honoring them during 
a Teacher Appreciation Luncheon.

Important Dates
May 13 - Children’s Sunday & Mother’s Day
All children will begin the Sunday School hour in the Sanctuary with their families.  The children will be invited forward 
for the Children’s Moment, after which they will transition to their Sunday School classrooms with their teachers. 

May 20 - Pentecost Sunday & Last Day of Sunday School
Children in grades K-5 will begin in the Chapel for a moment of worship and 
will transition to their classrooms with their teachers.  Preschool children 
will begin in their classrooms and teachers will bring them to the Chapel 
for their own worship experience at 10:45.  Youth in grades 6 through 12 
attend Sunday School in the youth education wing, although members of the 
Confirmation Class will be in worship.

May 27 - First Day of Summer Sunday School
Summer Sunday School will be from May 27 through September 2.  Two 
classes will be offered during the 10:30 a.m. worship hour: one for children 
ages 2-5, and one for ages 6-10.  We need at least two adult volunteer teachers 
each week to lead classes.  All materials – curriculum, suggested activities, and 
snacks – will be provided.  Please consider serving our church community 
in this way!  Sign-up online at stpaulsk.org/community/children or in the 
church office.  For more information, contact Meg Baker at (301) 933-7933 
ext. 104 or mbaker@stpaulsk.org.
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Family Feature
Meg Baker, Director of Christian Education

What is Pentecost Anyway...
 

The word Pentecost comes from the Greek language and means fiftieth.  Pentecost Sunday marks the
end of the Easter season; it is also the sabbath day after a "week's worth" of weeks (7x7) following Passover.  

Pentecost finds its roots in an ancient festival celebrating the first grain harvest of the Middle Eastern year 
where the "first fruits" were offered to God.   It was similar to our Thanksgiving holiday in that everyone
paused to give thanks to God for every blessing.  Passover preceded this 50-day period, and since Passover
recalled hard times and rescue by God (hence the unleavened bread), Pentecost (Shavu'ot) celebrated harvest blessings, 
and its joy was symbolized by leavening the bread.  This festival took on greater meaning around the time of the Exile, 
and the giving of the Torah was folded into the tradition.

Crossword Puzzle
Now, "fast-forward" to the time following Jesus’ resurrection: 
read Acts 2:1-8 and 37-41, then see if you can fill in the 
blanks and complete the crossword.

On the day of (5 down) believers had gathered together 
in one place.  Suddenly, there was a sound like the rush 
of a violent (1 down), and it filled the entire house where 
they were sitting.  Divided tongues, as of (6 across), 
appeared among them.  All of them were filled with the 
(7 across – two words) and began to speak in other 
(3 across).  At that time, Jerusalem was full of people 
from many places, mostly there for the holy day, some 
still hanging around from Passover.  When these people 
heard the disciples (8 across), they heard it in their own 
(3 across)!  What was being told was the good news of 
(2 down – two words) and what it means for all people.  
What’s more, the words were being carried with power 
by the (7 across – two words) into the ears and hearts 
of those who were listening.  About three (4 across) new 
people joined their ranks in one day alone!

Connect the dots, color the 
flower, then write some words 
of love for your Mom to honor 
her on Mother's Day!

M ______________________

O  ______________________

M ______________________

Connect the DotsJust for Grins
The more of them you take, the more 

you leave behind.  What are they?

Footprints
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Summer Sunday School
Sunday Mornings  *  May 27 through September 2

What do Jimmy Carter, Stephen Colbert, Anne Lamott, and John 
Grisham have in common?  They are all Sunday School teachers!  Join their 
ranks when you take one hour to lead Summer Sunday School!  Summer 
Sunday School will be held from May 27 through September 2.  Two 
classes will be offered during the 10:30 a.m. worship hour: one for children 
ages 2-5, and one for ages 6-10.  We need at least two adult volunteer 
teachers each week to lead classes.  All materials – curriculum, suggested 
activities, and snacks – will be provided.  Youth helpers are also welcome 
and encouraged to participate!  Please consider serving our church 

community in this way.  Sign-up at stpaulsk.org/community/children or in the church office.  Questions?  Contact 
Director of Christian Education Meg Baker at mbaker@stpaulsk.org or 301-933-7933 ext. 104.  Thank you!

Vacation Bible School
June 19-22  *  9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon

St. Paul’s will hold its popular Vacation Bible School program this year, June 19-22, from 
9:00 a.m. to 12 noon.  Campers age 3 through those entering grade 5 from throughout the 
community are welcome to join us for VBS 2018: Once Upon a Mountaintop.  Adult teachers 
and youth volunteers shepherd our campers as they enjoy Bible stories, songs, crafts, play 
time, and - of course - snacks!  All applications are due by Thursday, May 31.  For more 
information, please visit stpaulsk.org/community/vbs.  Application forms are also available 
in the church office.  We hope you'll join us for this mountaintop experience!

Summer Camps
Summer Camps & Open House
Information and registration for summer camp programs at Manidokan and West River are now available online.  
Week-long camping programs are available for children and youth entering grades 2 through 12.  West River Center is 
hosting an open house on Sunday, May 6, 2:00-4:00 p.m. – come meet the staff, tour the facilities, and find out what 
camp is all about.   Flyers with camp schedules are available in the church office.  For more information, and to apply 
online, please visit www.bwccampsandretreats.com.

Scholarships & Camperships
St. Paul’s has a scholarship & campership fund available to help individuals and families cover part or all of the costs 
associated with youth fellowship, camping, trips, and service activities.  Don’t let an activity’s price tag hold you back 
from participating!  Please contact Youth Pastor Micah Smartt to discuss scholarship & campership needs one-on-one 
at msmartt@stpaulsk.org or (301) 933-7933 ext. 111.
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2018 Confirmation Class
Sunday, May 20  *  10:30 a.m. Worship Service

St. Paul's 2018 Confirmation Class will soon complete their course 
of study to become full adult members of our church family.  

"Confirmation" refers to the efforts of the church to help "make 
firm and sure" the growing faith of its young people.  In the 

Sacrament of Baptism, God acts to choose us and set us 
apart as those who will love and serve the world in the 

name of Jesus Christ.  Confirmation is an opportunity for 
us to respond to the grace of God, as acknowledged in 

baptism, to accept our identity as a person of faith, and to  
  live out our lives in Christian service. 

In addition to attending weekly sessions on the foundational, theological, and historical 
aspects of our faith, confirmands have been active participants in the life of the church 
through their prayers, their presence, their gifts, their service, and their witness.  Please pray 
for our class members to receive the Holy Spirit into their lives, and then to celebrate with 
them as they continue their faith journey with the new responsibilities of church membership.

We extend the right 
hand of Christian 

fellowship to: 

Kyle Carmen
Delia Chen

Sage Crittenden
Matti Harvey
Clara Hinds
Will Holland

Will Mollenauer
Isabella Nishi
James Phillips

Raleigh Seabreeze
Thomas Stephens

Educational Award
Attention Graduating High School Seniors!  St. Paul’s, through its Council on Youth 
Ministries, will once again provide an Educational Award to one or more graduating 
High School Seniors who plan to attend college, university, or other type of post-
secondary education.  Each applicant will be considered based on several criteria, 
including financial need, academics, affiliation with and service to St. Paul's, and personal 
statements.

The application deadline for St. Paul’s 2018 Educational Award is Friday, May 18, 2018.  Forms were mailed to seniors 
in late March.  If you misplaced or didn't receive it, you can download the form and the accompanying letter describing 
the process at: stpaulsk.org/community/youth.

Award recipients will be notified in late May.  Sunday, June 3 is Youth Recognition Day at St. Paul’s, when we will 
recognize graduating seniors, members of the Council on Youth Ministries, and recipients of the Educational Award.  

Since 1989 a total of $72,000 has been distributed to 95 college-bound students who have attended 55 different 
college campuses in 18 states and the District of Columbia. Only those who apply can be considered, so don't delay!

2x4s: Women's Shelter Meal
As St. Paul's covers its annual week of meals at the Interfaith Works Women's Shelter, the 2x4s 
crew (folks in their 20s-40s) will provide dinner Saturday, May 12.  Rachel Stalcup is organizing this 
effort and will need help with food prep and service.  Then, while 3-4 adults serve at the shelter at 
6:00 p.m., other parents and children are welcome for pizza dinner and playtime at the Stalcup 
home.  If you are able to help with meal prep or serving, please contact rachelstalcup@gmail.com. 
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SPY News

Confirmation Retreat
Friday, May 11 - Saturday, May 12

The Confirmation Class will be taking a retreat to Camp Manidokan as their final class before 
they are confirmed on Pentecost.  We will be talking about Community and Connection, two 
staples of United Methodism.  As always, we’ll have some fun and games and we’ll also include 
some time to work on our final art project that will be displayed on Pentecost Sunday!  For more 
information, contact Meg Baker at mbaker@stpaulsk.org

Wilderness Trail
July 22-28 (Only dates available)

Wilderness Trail is a program 
which allows participants to spend 
a week hiking the Appalachian 
Trail.  Last year, 6 youth and 2 adults 
hiked this trail and had a fantastic 
time. We currently have 6 slots left 
on our first week. Incoming sixth 
graders through those finishing 
twelfth grade are welcome to 
participate. Interested in going as 
a youth participant?  Sign up on 
our website! Interested in going as 
a Chaperone? Email Micah Smartt 
directly msmartt@stpaulsk.org.

Work Camp
June 24 - 30, 2018

Every year, our youth 
group has taken a 
trip to a Work Camp, 
hosted by Group Mission 
Trips. In Summer 2018, we will 
be traveling to Virginia Beach, 
Virginia (yes, there is a beach in 
Virginia Beach). Work Camp allows 
youth from all over the nation to 
travel to various locations to help 
make a difference in an under-
served community.  We stay at a 
school, worship, play, and work 
on houses throughout the week.  
We have 18 slots reserved for 
youth and adults, so sign-up 
online today! All rising 9th graders 
(current 8th graders) and senior 
highers are welcome to attend. 

Middle High Lock-In
June 8-9, 2018

For our final youth event before we 
move into summer scheduling, the 
Middle High Youth will be having 
a good, old-fashioned Lock-In at 
the church, Friday night through 
Saturday morning.  The cost of $25 
will cover pizza that night, snacks, 
and breakfast Saturday morning. 
We learned that many of our Middle 
High Youth had a scheduling 
conflict with the previous date, so 
please take note of the change! 

Sign-up now 
for any and all 
of the events 
below online.  
Look for more 
information on 
our website at 

stpaulsk.org/community/youth, 
in the SPY Briefing, or through our 
weekly update emails!  If you do not 
currently receive our weekly emails 
or monthly youth newsletter, and 
would like to, please contact Micah 
Smartt at msmartt@stpaulsk.org.

Senior High Beach Trip
Friday, May 25 - Monday, May 28
Our summer kick off for the Senior 
High is a trip to the beach!  All current 
8th graders (rising 9th) are invited to 
participate and get to know the group as 
well! We will be spending the weekend 
at the beach in Ocean City, and staying in Ocean Pines, MD, just outside of 
Ocean City. Cost for the trip is only $150 and includes all meals Saturday, 
Sunday, and breakfast Monday.  This does not include money for dinner on 
the way there, lunch on the way back, or anything at the boardwalk, so make 
sure you bring some extra spending money!  Space is limited to 12 youth, 
so make sure to sign up online as soon as possible to secure your spot!
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Spring 2018 SPY Retreats
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A Way Forward for St. Paul's

Annual Church Picnic

Saturday, May 19  *  12:00 noon - 4:00 p.m.  *  Heavener Hall

How do we at St. 
Paul’s get ready for 
what the United 
Methodist Church 
decides about 
human sexuality?

On Saturday, 
May 19, we will 
learn, think, and 
talk together.  
(Along with food 
for thought, there 
will also be food 
for our tummies.)  
First and last, we 

will pray together.

Our objective: To explore how our St. Paul’s congregation 
can deal with the United Methodist Church’s forthcoming 
decisions (not yet known) regarding sexual orientation 
and homosexuality.

We will briefly review what the United Methodist Church 
is doing about these decisions.  Then in small groups and 
together we will explore questions that are close to home:

� As individual Christians and United Methodists, what 
do various members of St. Paul’s believe about God, 
Biblical authority, sin, grace, inherent human worth, 
and inclusivity?

� Among these beliefs, which ones would all of us at 
St. Paul’s agree on? In other words, what is the shared 
bedrock of our faith?

� What concerning human sexuality and our church 
might members of St. Paul’s disagree about? Perhaps 
explicit outreach to the LGBT community? Marriage 
sacraments performed in our church? The sexual 
orientation of our ministers?

� Of the ways decisions are made at St. Paul’s, what 
might be a good way to proceed when decisions 
made by The United Methodist Church may be 
presented to us over the next year?

Our emphasis will be on thinking and talking about 
the congregation and its members without necessarily 
exposing or advocating what "I think."  Although some, as 
individuals, may want express their own personal opinions 
about these questions, this is not required.

At the end of four hours, what of it?  Here’s what we might 
accomplish:
� A sense of the bedrock beliefs that unite all of us at 

St. Paul’s

� A clear-eyed view of what might separate members 
on matters of sexuality in the life of St. Paul’s

� A plausible Way Forward at St. Paul’s, whatever the 
greater church’s decisions

Sunday, June 17  *  Reinhardt Park  *  11:30 a.m.

It's picnic time at St. Paul's!  Join us in celebrating Rev. Claire Matheny's 
many years of dedicated service to our congregation and the community 
on Sunday, June 17 at our Annual Church Picnic.  Lunch will be served 
across the street in Reinhardt Park following the 10:30 a.m. worship 
service.  Hope to see you there!

All members of St. Paul's, youth and adults, are 
invited and enccouraged to attend.  Please contact 
Bill Butz with any questions at (240) 205-0964 or  

william.butz@icloud.com.
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Commission on a Way Forward Update

Setting Up a Google Alert
If you would like to get information as it is available, rather than waiting 
for the Epistle, try this: Set a Google alert for yourself for any articles from 
the United Methodist News Service (UMNS) that mention "Way Forward" 
or "LGBT."  The UMNS is run by the UMC Commission on Communications 
(UMComm) and is the denomination's official communications vehicle. 
UMNS stories quote leaders with a range of perspectives and describe in 
clear language for laypeople what is happening.

1.   Go to Google Alerts (google.com/alerts).
2.   Enter any topics you want to follow in the box at the top.
 For example, enter: "Way Forward" or "LGBT" and "United Methodist 
 News Service"
3.   Change settings by clicking "Show Options."  
 This allows you to change how often you get notifications or the  
 types of results you'll see (i.e. websites only).
4.   Click "Create Alert."
Now you will receive emails whenever we find matching search results. 

Here is a timeline of meetings and 
events related to the Way Forward:

March 19-22, 2018: 
Commission on a Way Forward meeting

April 29 - May 4, 2018: 
Council of Bishops Meeting

May 14-17, 2018: 
Commission on a Way Forward meeting

May 30 - June 1, 2018: 
Baltimore-Washington Annual Conference

July 8, 2018: 
Deadline for Petitions to 2019 Special 
Session of General Conference

November 4-9, 2018: 
Council of Bishops meeting

February 23-26, 2019: 
Special Session of General Conference in 
St. Louis, Missouri

During its four-day long meeting in late February, the Council of Bishops pondered two 
revised sketches based on three models presented by the Way Forward Commission last 
November. 

The first revised sketch, a one church model, would give conferences, churches, and 
pastors the flexibility to "uniquely reach their missional context in relation to human 
sexuality without changing the connectional nature of The United Methodist Church."

The second revised sketch, a multi-branch, one-church model, would include shared 
doctrine and services and one Council of Bishops, while also creating different branches 
with clearly defined values such as accountability, contextualization and justice. The 
current five U.S. jurisdictions would be replaced by three connectional conferences, 
each covering the whole country, based on theology and perspective on LGBTQ ministry — progressive, contextual 
and traditional branches.  Annual conferences would decide with which connectional conference to affiliate.

According to the United Methodist News Service, "the one-church model appears to align with a centrist model 
discussed earlier, which would see the removal of restrictive language from the Book of Discipline, letting conferences 
decide how inclusive to be, while protecting clergy who could not, as a matter of conscience, perform a same-sex 
union or support ordination of openly gay clergy."

The bishops offered feedback but did not vote on the two revised sketches.  The Commission will present its final report 
at the Council's April / May meeting in Chicago. 

The Commission on a Way Forward was proposed by the Council of Bishops and approved by the 2016 General 
Conference to do a complete examination and possible revision of every paragraph of the Book of Discipline 
concerning human sexuality and explore options that help to maintain and strengthen the unity of the church. 

Keep on top of the latest info about The Commission on a Way Foward and the conversations at St. Paul’s by visiting 
www.stpaulsk.org/community/the-way-forward.
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Taste & Sing Tuesday
Tuesday, May 15  *  12:00 noon  *  Octagon

Join us on Tuesday, May 15 for Taste & Sing.  We will gather at 12:00 noon in the 
Octagon room for a hymn-sing, fellowship, and lunch.  Those attending are invited to 
suggest a favorite hymn at the start of the gathering, then we move into a time when 
we celebrate the life and work of a particular writer or composer led by Meg Baker 
and Rev. Claire Matheny.  We sing together and learn a little more about the 
people behind some of our best-loved songs, then share a delicious lunch.  This 
month will feature the work of 21st century hymnist Carolyn Winfrey Gillette, 

whose 300+ hymns have been sung by thousands of congregations around the world.  There is no registration and no 
cost (although donations toward lunch are welcome), and no singing expertise required!  Taste & Sing is held on the 
third Tuesday of each month.

Rally 2 End Racism Recap
Wednesday, April 4  *  National Mall in Washington, D.C.

The National Council of Churches’ Awaken Confront Transform Rally 
(a.k.a. "Rally2End Racism") was held on the National Mall in Washington D.C. 
on a rainy, cool Wednesday in early April.  Numerous speakers, singers, and 
faith leaders addressed our nations’ need for racial justice and healing, and 
reflected on the legacy of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. on the 50th 
anniversary of his death.  Several members of St. Paul’s attended the rally 
bearing posters and messages, including a large sign inspired by Dr. King’s 
black robe.

(From Left) Molly Jackman, Kenzie Raulin,  
Meg Baker and Ann Rush were among those 

from St. Paul's that attended the D.C. Rally.

Sunday Morning Faithflix
Sunday, May 6, 13, 20 & 27  *  11:45 a.m. - 12:45 p.m.

Join us for food, film and fellowship Sunday mornings from 11:45 – 12:45 p.m. 
in the Parlor throughout May.  We will enjoy a light lunch while watching and 
discussing short film clips on topics of faith.  This month’s sessions will focus on 
prayer, featuring selections from the series, Before Amen: The Power of a Simple 
Prayer, by Max Lucado.

May 6: Father, You Are Good - How should we draw near to God?  Come, as Jesus said, like a child.  Come carefree, 
playful, joy-filled, trusting, curious, excited.
May 13: I Need Help - Storms come crashing into our lives and we find ourselves in fragile and uncertain places. 
May 20: They Need Help - What might happen if we prayed with confidence and faith for those we love and even for 
those we find difficult?
May 27: Thank You - Thanksgiving is the gateway to life, joy, obedience, perspective, hope, victory, and friendship with 
God.  Open your eyes to God’s goodness!
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Biblical Archaeology Forum
Wednesday, May 9  *  8:00 p.m.  *  Bender JCC

St. Paul’s is a sponsor of the Biblical Archaeological Forum, a series of scholarly 
lectures on the latest research findings of ancient times through the Bender JCC of 
Greater Washington.  This month’s lecture, Cyrus the Great, King and Messiah, will 
be presented by Reza S. Zarghamee, author of Discovering Cyrus: The Persian 
Conqueror Astride the Ancient World on Wednesday, May 9, starting at 8:00 p.m. at 
Bender JCC (6125 Montrose Road, Rockville, MD).

One of the renowned figures of antiquity, Cyrus II "the Great" famously appears in the 
Hebrew Bible.  (Cyrus is directly cited more than twenty times in 2 Chronicles, Ezra, 
Isaiah, and Daniel, as well as in the writings of Josephus.)  He is sometimes referred 
to as the "Lord’s Anointed," or Messiah, the instrument through which God ends the 
Babylonian Captivity and restores the Temple of Solomon.  This lecture follows 
the Persian king's life and conquests, with a special emphasis on the relations that 
Cyrus and his successors had with their Israelite subjects.  Specific topics will include the authenticity of Cyrus' decree 
authorizing the Exiles' return to Judah and theological developments during the Persian period.

For more info visit benderjccgw.org/event/cyrus-great-king-messiah.  Reservations are not required.  Admission is 
free for high schoolers, $5 for college students, $8 for Bender JCC members, and $10 for the general public.

Bits of History
Jack Lipsomb, History Committee

The most recent issue of Methodist History, January 2018 (Vol. LVI, no. 2), is a rich source 
for Methodist history reading material. 

One item in this issue is the minutes of the joint annual meeting of the Historical Society of 
the United Methodist Church (HSUMC) and the Northeastern Jurisdiction Commission on 
Archives and History (NEJCAH) that was held in Dover, Delaware, in May 2016.  The Historical 
Society presented the Saddlebag Award (an annual award by the Society) to Russell 
Richey for his book Methodism in the American Forest. From the Publisher Comments: 
"During the nineteenth century, camp meetings became a signature program of American 
Methodists and an extraordinary engine for their remarkable evangelistic outreach."  The 

book "explores the ways in which Methodist preachers interacted with and utilized the American woodland, and the 
role camp meetings played in the denomination’s spread across the country."

Another item in this issue of Methodist History is a collection of nine book reviews, all published within the last several 
years.  Several of those reviews are listed below: 
� My Brother’s Keeper, George McGovern and Progressive Christianity by Mark Lempke (2017) 
� Operation Breadbasket: An Untold Story of Civil Rights in Chicago, 1966-1971 by Martin L. Deppe (2017)
� A Tragedy of Errors – The Story of Grace Murray:  The Woman Whom John Wesley Loved and Lost by G. M. 

Best (2016)   
� The Social Gospel in American Religion: A History by Christopher H. Evans (2017)
� Through an Indian’s Looking-Glass: A Cultural Biography of William Apess, Pequot by Drew Lopenzina (2017)
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United Methodist Men
UMM Pancake Breakfast

Our Saturday, May 5 breakfast will benefit UMCOR, the 
United Methodist Committee on Relief. UMCOR is the 
domestic and international disaster response arm of the 
church.  Our Saturday, June 2 breakfast will benefit the 
St. Paul’s Library.  We look forward to seeing you at the 
breakfasts – we don't have a set price for breakfast, but 

instead ask for a free will donation to benefit these worthy organizations.  We feature 
regular pancakes, a multigrain pancake as May's specialty pancake, scrambled eggs, 
sausage, bacon, ham, grits, and fruit – you won’t go away hungry!

Men's Supper & Meeting
Our next Men’s Supper will be on June 6.   This will be our annual cookout, where we 
feature grass-fed hamburgers, hot dogs and all the trimmings, along with dessert 
from Jenny Cakes.  The Scouts usually join us to provide an update on their activities, 
so don’t miss it!

"The purpose of the 
United Methodist Men is 
to engage in a variety of 
Christ-centered activities 

for the benefit of the 
ministries, programs and 

activities of the church and 
its members."

For more information, 
contact Steve Lillie 

stevelillie@verizon.net
or (301) 942-6130

Don’t forget: We include all male members and friends of St. Paul’s as members of 
The United Methodist Men.  There are no dues or fees - so come and be with us!

Memphis Sojourn
Several members of St. Paul's were among the 32 sojourners from the Baltimore-Washington Conference who 
traveled to Memphis, Tennessee.  We spent many hours in prayer and preparation for the journey throughout the 
Lenten season using the Jericho Road Lenten Devotional as our guide.  A heartfelt thank you to Rev. Claire Matheny 
for her visioning and leadership of this event and to all of you who kept the 32 of us in your prayers during our journey. 

Top Left: Rev. Jesse Jackson speaks 
to the crowd at the Lorraine Motel.
Top Center: Jim Mollenauer & Rev. 
Claire pose with Rev. James Lawson.
Top Right: A wreath lays outside of 
Dr. King's room at the Lorraine Motel.
Bottom: Group photo of Sojourners.
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Friendship Club
Jon Melegrito, Friendship Club Historian

April showers did not deter the more than 50 friends and guests who gathered at 
Heavener Hall on the second Tuesday of the month to share a potluck lunch and 
enjoy the musical entertainment provided by the father-son team of Frank and 
Tony Plumer.  They have been performing for Friends every year.

Friendship Club President Erma McWilliams noted with sadness the absence 
of Adda and Clem Clark.  Adda is still recovering from a fall.  But the presence 
of first-time visitors lightened up the occasion.  Friends welcomed Helen Bass, 
Carole Blackwell, Yvonne & Robert Bowser, Darrel Poloway and Dave Rowland.

After a hearty lunch, friends and guests waxed nostalgic as they swooned and sang along 
with Frank and Tony who rendered such favorites as "That’s Amore" and "Because of You."  At one point, Betsey Katiti 
led a conga line of dancers to the tune of "When the Saints Go Marching In."

Jerry Watkins reminded everyone that our annual outing to the Chesapeake Bay area will be on Tuesday, June 12, 
this time to Chestertown, MD and The Fish Whistle restaurant.  The cost is $50 per person and includes transportation 
on an air conditioned charter bus and 3-course lunch with gratuity included.  Reservations and payment are due by 
May 30.  Forms are available in the church office.

Next Meeting:
Tuesday, May 8

11:30 a.m. in Heavener Hall

All older adults are invited to join 
us in our efforts to make our 
"Golden Years" among the 

most beautiful of all!

Friends sing to April birthday 
celebrants Meg Robinson, Kathy 

Young and Joan Pedersen.

Claire Kordella says she 
feels very much young 

at heart at 96.

New guests, Yvonne and Robert Bowser join 
in applauding the musical performance by 

the Plumers.

Food with Friends
Saturday, May 19  *  6:00 p.m.

The May Large Group Dinner for Food With Friends will have a luau theme!  Poi anyone?  Dinner will 
be held on Saturday, May 19 at 6:00 p.m. at the home of Gary Rubino & Karen Thomas (2309 Twin 
Valley Lane, Silver Spring, MD).  All friends of St. Paul's are invited to this event.  The Large Group Dinner 
is potluck – please bring a luau-themed dish to share and come find out what Food With Friends is all 
about.  In addition to the Large Group dinner, we also break up into smaller (8-10 person) dinner groups 
at members' homes throughout the year.  It's a great way to meet your fellow St. Paul's folks in a dinner 
setting.  Call Beth Hitchcock at (240) 793-4555 with any questions.  We're looking forward to seeing all 
the old and new and shining faces.
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Hunger Ministry
For over two years, we’ve served a hot dinner to our Hunger Ministry families at 
our monthly food distribution.  This has been made possible by our arrangement 
with InspireDC’s FEEDs program.  The organization rescues good food that 
would otherwise be thrown out, has it transformed by DC Campus Kitchens 
when needed, and then delivers it to programs serving communities in need.  

St. Paul's has been asked to serve as a partner in helping keep the InspireDC FEEDs 
delivery van on the road, at a cost of $80 a month.  (This could easily be done 
if eight people choose to donate $10 a month toward this ongoing ministry.) To 
learn more or to contribute directly to our broader Hunger Ministry efforts in this 
manner, visit commitchange.com/dc/washington/inspiredc/campaigns/.

After May 15, visit inspiredc.org/#feedspage to read more and click the "donate" 
button at the bottom of the screen.

To let us know of your gift, please contact St. Paul's Hunger Ministry coordinator Kim Longsworth at (301) 580-8832 
or kimberlylongsworth@gmail.com.  Thank you!

InspireDC explains: 
"Food is more than food to us; it provides an opportunity to not only eradicate hunger, but also transform lives and 
communities.  We need your financial support to secure our ability to move excess food to the places that need food 
the most.  Some of this food is transformed by our partner, DC Campus Kitchen.  Some of the food goes directly to free 
markets.  Without our FEEDs director Sherene Harris, or our fulltime driver, Robert Vickers, more than 2,500 people a 
week would be negatively impacted.  Over the past year and a half, we have tripled the amount of food we are giving 
away without increasing our food costs just because we are a trusted food mover.  And the opportunities for picking up 
more free food keep coming.  Please help us keep Robert on the road so that together we can feed the people who are 
counting on us and more!  Your tax-deductible donation will help cover the cost of wages, gas, and maintenance.  (Once 
we secure this route, we'd like to add another driver and expand the network!)"

United Methodist Women
Our UMW Book Club meets about every other month, providing an opportunity for women to read and discuss books 
with friends.  We typically select books from the UMW reading program list, which are available in the church library.  
The next meeting will be on Sunday, June 3, at noon, in room 109.  Our book will be 
When Breath Becomes Air, by Paul Kalanithi.

When Breath Becomes Air is a moving memoir by a young neurosurgeon faced with a 
terminal cancer diagnosis.  At the age of thirty-six, on the verge of completing a decade’s 
worth of training as a neurosurgeon, Paul Kalanithi was diagnosed with stage IV lung 
cancer.  One day he was a doctor treating the dying, and the next he was a patient 
struggling to live.  And just like that, the future he and his wife had imagined evaporated.  
When Breath Becomes Air chronicles Kalanithi's transformation from a naive medical 
student "possessed… by the question of what, given that all organisms die, makes a 
virtuous and meaningful life?" into a neurosurgeon at Stanford University working in the 
brain, the most critical place for human identity, and finally into a patient and new father 
confronting his own mortality.
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News from Nan & Miguel
St. Paul’s is among the UMC congregations supporting 
the on-going missionary work of husband-and-wife 
team Miguel Mairena and Nan McCurdy. In mid-April, 
Miguel & Nan visited St. Paul’s and enjoyed a dinner with 
members of the Justice & Compassion committee. 

Miguel & Nan shared news about their new missionary 
assignment. Starting later this year, they will join the team 
at Give Ye Them to Eat (GYTTE), a group founded in 
1977 by Mexican Methodists and missionaries. The goal 
of GYTTE is to work with marginalized communities on 
sustainable development that will improve food security, 
housing, and overall health. 

GYTTE has offices in Puebla, Mexico but the majority 
of Miguel & Nan’s work will be in a remote town called 
Tlancualpican, which was at the 
center of a recent earthquake 
and saw the destruction of 
many homes. Besides learning 
appropriate agricultural and 
technological practices, the 
people of Tlancualpican are 
learning to make earthquake-
resistant "straw-bale" homes, 
one of many methods for  
alternative construction that 
uses sustainable, locally-sourced construction materials. 

GYTTE also has a dedicated training center and test farm 
in the near-desert climate outside Puebla. There GYTTE 
facilitates Community Health Worker certifications, 
training on how to raise and care for livestock, workshops 
on how to build everything from solar cookers to  
water-free composting toilets, and much more.  GYTTE 
serves as host for VIM-type groups working in Mexico. 
Part of the GYTTE mission also includes providing for 
"the spiritual growth of the Methodist congregations 
through training events and retreats for laity, clergy, youth, 
and adults, as well as the production and distribution of 
Christian Education Materials."  For more, visit: gytte.org

Previously, Miguel & Nan spent 15 years in Nicaragua. 
In 2017, they came back to the United States on a  
year-long assignment as Mission Advocates for the 
Western Jurisdiction in the United States where they 
helped train and prepare new missionaries whose field 

assignments will be anywhere from 2 months to 2 years. 
One of the missionary teams Miguel & Nan worked 
especially closely with are the first Cuban Methodists 
sent as missionaries, Leo Garcia and Cleivy Benitez.  
Miguel & Nan enjoyed sharing their wisdom with Leo 
and Cleivy, who were medical doctors before feeling 
called to missionary work and who now serve as pastors 
and teachers in the Quéssua Mission, one of the oldest 
Methodist Missions on the continent of Africa, and are 
"Papi and Mami" to about 60 boys at the orphanage there. 

Miguel & Nan themselves participated in training sessions 
with the Disaster Response Task Force. In a newsletter 
to supporters, Nan wrote: "Miguel finished his Emergency 
Response Teams (ERT) certification last August and was 
part of the first ERT after Hurricane Harvey to reach the Rio-

Texas Conference. Together with 
twelve others from California-
Pacific and Desert Southwest, he 
worked with homeowners on 
five homes over nine days in the 
area of Victoria, Texas."  Despite 
a quick response, the full recovery 
process can be slow for families 
already struggling to make 
ends meet or those without 
insurance. Nan explained, "In a 

year, or two, or three, UMC construction teams will help 
families rebuild their homes… Construction VIM teams 
are still working on homes damaged by Hurricane Sandy!"

Miguel & Nan also spent time this past winter at the 
Standing Rock Reservation in North Dakota to meet 
with and support the Lakota Sioux in their ongoing 
struggle to protect their source of clean water and their 
sacred land.

Miguel Mairena and Nan McCurdy are directly supported 
by offerings made to the United Methodist Church’s 
Global Ministries missions programs through The 
Advance, the UMC’s official channel for collecting and 
distributing donations.

If you would like to make a donation towards their work, 
checks may be made payable to St. Paul’s UMC with the 
memo line marked "Miguel & Nan."  Their designated 
Advance ID’s are: #12877Z (Miguel) or #10801Z (Nan).
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Worship Schedule
Sunday 9:00 a.m.
Worship with Communion in the 
Sanctuary.  Nursery Care Available.

Sunday 10:30 a.m.
Worship in the Sanctuary.  Sunday 
School & Nursery Care Available.

Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
Still Wednesday Worship in the 
Sanctuary or Octagon.

Church
Office Hours

Monday - Friday
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Sunday, May 6
1 John 5:1-6 

Sunday, May 13
Luke 24:44-53

Sunday, May 20
Acts 2:1-21

Sunday, May 27
Isaiah 1:1-13
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