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The PURPOSE of St. Paul's 
United Methodist Church is to 
invite and welcome all:
   •  To worship God
   •  To grow as disciples of

Jesus Christ
   •  To love and support one

another
   •  To do justice and live

compassionately in the
world

Letter From the Senior Pastor
My Dear Friends:

 They’re still paddling.
 In May, 2008 I accompanied Rev. Rick Buckingham and a small mob 
of seventh graders on my first Confirmation Retreat as a member of the St. 
Paul’s pastoral team. I vaguely remember teaching the kids something about 
baptism and Holy Communion that weekend, and I’m sure they even more 
vaguely remember my instruction.
 What is permanently graven into my memory of that May afternoon 
was the joy of the kids when we released them from the classroom and sent 
them out into the world via canoe. Rev. Buckingham had promised them an 
afternoon of boating there on the waters of West River Camp, and they didn’t 
forget. I remember the chaos that quickly followed as they took to the water. 
Eager young people jumped in and out of each other’s canoes, disregarded 
all posted admonitions not to swim in the water, walk on the rocks, or canoe 
without a life jacket. They also became mysteriously deaf to the repeated 
shouts of the senior pastor as he vainly offered verbal reinforcement of the 
various prohibited actions.
 As a reward for my tolerance of the joyful excesses of their youth, that 
confirmation class of 2008 gave me a canoe paddle. That paddle, signed by all 
of the confirmands, has been propped up in a corner of my office for the last 9 
years, a reminder of their exuberant adventure on the water. 
 I look at that paddle and reflect fondly on the names of those seventh 
graders. They’re much bigger now. Peter became a Marine and has been 
serving his country since high school.  Many of the others are graduating 
from college this year, or are already working out in the world. I miss regularly 
seeing them around town and in the church which nurtured their faith, but 
am glad for those moments of joy we shared together in that season when 
they were so young.
 This coming May I’ll go on yet another Confirmation Retreat with yet 
another class of seventh graders. That mighty river of life beckons them, too, 
summoning them downstream from the classroom’s confines into places 
of joy within God’s kingdom. These, and all of those who climbed into the 
boat with Christ years ago, continue the exuberant adventure of faith. They 
continue to paddle.

 Light and peace in Jesus Christ,
 A.B. Snell
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Dear Family of Faith,   
 I miss the mountains.  We felt like we were driving in a Georgia 
O'Keefe painting, the New Mexico clouds casting circular shadows 
over long stretches of red dirt and cacti.  My two seminary friends and I 
enjoyed our morning at the painter's home and studio in the aged town 
of Abiquiu.  

It was fascinating 
to see the space 
where O'Keeffe 
transformed 
the landscapes 
around her into 
living works of 
art for the world 
to enjoy.  She 
was a visionary and pioneer, a woman in a man's art scene.  I admire how 
she met the still-life realism and emerging abstraction of her day and 
befriended them into a distinct modernist perspective. 

She kept painting one 
flat-topped mountain 
in particular, the 
Perdernal.  She 
mused, "It's my 
private mountain.  It 
belongs to me.  God 
told me if I painted 
it enough, I could 
have it."  That got 
me thinking, is there 

some place of beauty around me here in Maryland that I am missing?  
What scene do I need to drink in over and over again until it becomes for 
me a life breath?  Have I seen it already, or is it waiting to be discovered?  
Where is your Perdernal?  Where do you look out and marvel at the 
intimate gift of God's nature?  Email me a picture!

 Gratefully,
 Rev. Claire 
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Sunday School News
Thank You!
Ashely Derr, Sunday School Co-Superintendent

My co-superintendent Amy Brown and I would like to thank everyone who has 
made this Sunday School year a success: the children who joyfully attended classes; 
the parents, step-parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, and other guardians who 
made the effort to get the young people in their house to St. Paul’s on Sunday 
mornings; and, especially, the teachers and volunteers who do such a wonderful job 
and make the job of superintendent easy. THANK YOU! 

During the summer we will offer Summer Sunday School for children age two through ten. 
Please see article below to find out more about Summer Sunday School and volunteering to teach.

Speaking of teaching, it is not too early to start planning for the 2017-2018 Sunday School Year. We are always 
eager to have new people join our Sunday School team. We have many dedicated teachers who return to our class-
rooms year after year, but we also always have need for new teachers. If you feel inspired to spend a couple of hours a 
month guiding (and learning with) some awesome kids, I would be happy to add you to our list of volunteers. Please 
send an email to ashleyderr11@gmail.com to learn more about becoming a Sunday School teacher.

Summer Sunday School
Amy Frontz, Summer Sunday School Coordinator

The St. Paul's 2016-2017 Sunday School year will conclude on Sunday, May 21, 2017.  Summer Sunday School will 
start on May 28, 2017.  We will have two classes during the 10:30 worship service.  We will have one class for two 
to five year olds, and one for six to ten year olds.  We are looking for parents & adult volunteers to sign-up for one 

or two Sundays this summer. All adult volunteers are 
requested to complete an application form from which 
a background check will be run, in compliance with St. 
Paul's on-going Safe Sanctuaries policy.  Older Elemen-
tary & Youth are invited to serve as helpers.  This year 
a theme for each Sunday will be provided along with 
a story and coloring pages.  Volunteers should plan a 
small craft or activity do with the children.  There will be a 
signup sheet in the church office.  If you have questions 
please contact our Summer Sunday School Coordinator, 
Amy Frontz by email at ajfrontz84@gmail.com.

Last Days of 
Sunday School:

May 14, 2017: 
Middle & High School Classes

May 21, 2017: 
Preschool & Elementary 

School Classes

Food with Friends
St. Paul’s Food With Friends Large Group Dinner will be held at 5:00 p.m. (this is a 
change from the 6:00 time previously announced), Sunday, May 7 at the Hitchcock's 
home - 14119 Bauer Drive, Rockville, MD.  Please RSVP by May 3 to Beth Hitchcock 
at (301) 871-5055 or jhitch7@verizon.net and indicate the food you will be providing 
(enough for 10 people).  Hershey’s fried chicken will be the main course.  Everyone is 
welcome!
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Congregational Care

Thank You!
March 22, 2017

Greetings!

 On behalf of the Planning, Accountability, and Customer Service 
team at the Montgomery County Department of Health and Human 
Services, I wish to extend thanks and recognition for your participation in, 
and support of, the 2016 Holiday Giving Project.  The 2016 season was a 
resounding success, in part because of the help of many volunteers like 
you.
 In 2016, the Project served nearly 9,300 households for the Thanks-
giving holiday and more than 9,900 households for the December holiday 
season. The Holiday Giving Project served 16% more families for Thanks-
giving 2016 than the prior year and 11% more for the December holidays. 
More than 20,000 children received gifts during the December giving 
season.
 DHHS has made the decision to continue to manage overall Project 
coordination, working with our community partners to meet the ever-in-
creasing requests for services. We hope that you will consider being part 
of the 2017 giving season and again express our gratitude for your past 
participation.

 Best Regards,

 Nicki De La Rosa
 Montgomery County Dept. of Health & Human Services
 Planning, Accountability, and Customer Service

Thank You!
April 17, 2017

Dear Pastor Snell & Congregation,

 Your generous contribution 
of $635 is being put to work, help-
ing Manna Food Center provide 
essential food to neighbors in need 
throughout Montgomery County 
this year. Thank you for being part 
of our mission.
 As your local food bank, 
Manna works to combat food inse-
curity across Montgomery County 
through food distribution, nutrition 
education, and advocacy. Every day 
we are making strides on behalf of 
our neighbors, from Germantown 
to Silver Spring, who are facing 
hunger. 
 Manna provides clients with 
supplemental food to help free up 
money in their budgets for rent, 
utilities, and other basic necessities. 
Last year alone we served 32,756 
neighbors through our Food for 
Families program. Manna also 
shared healthy sacks of food with 
2,493 elementary school students 
at 60 schools through the Karen 
Goldberg Smart Sacks program. 
These sacks help bridge the week-
end hunger gap for those children 
receiving free and reduced meals.
 Thank you again for your 
generous support. Your donation is 
crucial to our efforts to feed hun-
gry families and children. As you 
sit down to enjoy meals with your 
family, know that others are able to 
do the same because of you.

 Sincerely,

 Jackie DeCarlo
 Chief Executive Officer
 Manna Food Center

Thank You!
March 30, 2017

Dear friends at St. Paul’s United Methodist Church,

 On behalf of Interfaith Works Women’s Center and our residents, 
thank you for your contribution of $100. Your generous donation helps us 
continue our work by providing safe shelter, meals, and fulfilling basic needs 
of our residents.
 Interfaith Works Women’s Center (IWWC) provides emergency shel-
ter, meals, case management and vocational services to 70 women who are 
experiencing homelessness. More than 2,000 volunteers engage with our 
program by donating meals, time, toiletries, and many other essential items 
that our residents need on a daily basis. Last year we served more than 250 
women; 45% of residents moved on to better housing. Thank you once 
again for your generosity and continued support!

Sincerely

 Sabina Rai
 Program Assistant, IWWC
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Thank You!
March 16, 2017

Dear Rev. Snell:

 On behalf of the entire Baltimore-Washington Conference, I person-
ally thank you and the congregation for the priority you have placed on 
paying 100% of your 2016 apportionments. I am personally thankful for your 
witness and continued faith and trust in God. 
 It is an honor to be in ministry with you on the Greater Washington 
District where we have committed to claim our ZIP codes in order to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 
 May you continue being good stewards of what God has entrusted 
to you. On behalf of Bishop Latrelle Miller Easterling and the entire Confer-
ence, “thank you.” 
 Continued blessings and encouragement for the journey.

 Yours in faith!

 Rev. Dr. Gerard A. Green, Jr.
 District Superintendent
 Greater Washington District
 The United Methodist Church
 Baltimore-Washington  
 Conference

Thank You!
April 23, 2017

We are so grateful to everyone connected with the Scattered for Service 
event.  We never expected such a large amount!  $648 will purchase close to 
300 books!  We will be visiting the Hunger Ministry event again in May, and in 
the future, I'm sure.

 Thanks again.

 Susan Greif
 Imagination Library of Montgomery County, Maryland

Thank You!
April, 2017

Dear Adam & Susie and St. Paul's,

 Well, it did not take my 
daughter long to “borrow” the 
warm socks you sent me after my 
accident at work, but I have en-
joyed the book of daily devotions 
you also gave me. Your visit and 
continued prayers mean more 
than I can say. When I have been 
in some dark places emotionally 
it has been comforting to know I 
have been in the prayers of your 
congregation. The cards I received 
from St. Paul’s were touching and 
seem to have a needed message 
at the right time. Through some 
of my darkest times I have seen 
God’s hand in my life.
            My wounds have healed 
leaving gruesome scars and 
constant pain, but I have never 
lost faith that God will see me 
through this. Thank you, thank 
you, thank you.

 Love,

 Karen
 
p.s. – I know you were concerned, 
so I wanted you to know I am 
allowed sun (!!) as long as I use 
something called “SPF.”

Adam’s note: Karen is my sister, and 
she continues to recover from an 
accident at work in which her right 
arm was caught in a machine and 
suffered severe tissue and bone 
damage. She wrote this thank you 
note left-handed. She also loves to 
sunbathe, which explains her post-
script in which she references being 
able to tan again.

Celebration of Birth
Grey Laurence Emmons

Son of Grey & Jessica Emmons and 
grandson of Grey & Lurie Emmons

Ruby Jane Novinsky 
Daughter of Eric Novinsky & Clara Jane 
Timme, sister of Natalie Novinsky, and 

granddaughter of Marge Novinsky

Sympathy
David & Arceli Suley

following the death of David's 
sister, Ann Marie

Sallie & Peter Chatfield 
following the death of 

Sallie's father.

Card 
Ministry

Send a card and put a smile 
on someone's face! Stop by the 
Visitor’s Desk and pick up a card 

to send. Cards are stamped & 
addressed. You only need to 

write a note or sign it and 
put it in the mail. It's 

easy!
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United Methodist Men
Pancake Breakfasts

Join us at the Saturday, May 6 and Saturday, 
June 4 for our monthly the Pancake Breakfast! The 
May breakfast will benefit the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief (UMCOR) and will feature 
whole grain pancakes, along with our usual 
pancakes, eggs, sausage, bacon ham, grits - you 
won’t go away hungry!  The June breakfast will 

benefit the St. Paul’s Library.  We start working around 6:30 a.m. if you would like to 
help out and breakfast is served from 8:00–10:30 a.m.  We hope to see you at the 
breakfasts as a worker or a diner!

Spring Yard Sale Report
We had many great helpers at the Spring Yard Sale, and made several thousand dollars 
to support the St. Paul's, the community, and national and international charities.  Thank 
you to all who helped out, and see you next time!

June 7 Cookout
Our next UMM Supper is our annual cookout on Wednesday, 
June 7 at 6:45 p.m.  Please sign up in the church office, so we 
can get a good head count.  Cost is $6.00 per adult, and kids 
are free!  Our menu will include grass-fed beef hamburgers, hot 
dogs, and all the trimmings.  We invite the Cub Scouts and Boy 
Scouts to update us on their activities, so this is always a fun 
event.  Plan to join us for food and fellowship!

UMM

Don’t forget: We include all male members and friends of St. Paul’s as members of The United 
Methodist Men. There are no dues or fees to join - so come and be with us!

“The purpose of the 
United Methodist 

Men is to engage in 
a variety of Christ-
centered activities 

for the benefit of the 
ministries, programs 

and activities of 
the church and its 

members.”

For more information, 
contact Steve Lillie 

stevelillie@verizon.net or 
(301) 942-6130

In the Footsteps of Martin Luther
October 2017 will mark the 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation, one of the seminal events in the 
history of Christianity.  Much of our theological thinking, worship practice, and western culture today have been in-
fluenced and shaped by the words and acts of Martin Luther, John Calvin, Huldrich Zwingli and the other found-
ers of Protestantism.  This tour will visit the major sites related to Luther’s life – Eiselben, where he was born and died, 

Eisenach, where Luther was a student, Erfurt, where he was an Augustinian monk, Wittenberg, 
where he lived and taught, and posted his famous 95 theses, Worms, where he was put on trial, 
and Wartburg Castle, where Luther translated the New Testament into German while in hiding.  
The tour will also visit Berlin, Halle, Heidelberg and Mainz, and include a day cruise on the Rhine.  
In addition, an optional 5-day post tour to Strasbourg, France and Switzerland, visiting sites 
associated with Calvin and Zwingli, can be added.

Brochures are now available in the church narthex, church office, and from Rev. Rick 
Buckingham.  This will be Rev. Buckingham's final trip for St. Paul's UMC. This special tour is 

expected to be extremely popular, so early registration is strongly advised!

October 4-12
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United Methodist WomenUMW

All St. Paul's women are welcome and encouraged to join us as we learn, work, and grow 
together through the activities of all these groups!

Women's Circles
At St. Paul’s we have three active Circles, as well as a book club!  St. Paul's United Methodist Women Martha, Lydia, and 
Jochebed Circles meet monthly, September through June.  Contact a leader identified below, or any Circle member, 
for insight into the wide array of activities undertaken by each Circle.

Martha Circle is currently led by Ginny Hagberg and meets the first Wednesday of each month in the morning, most 
often at the church. Following the business and program part of the meeting we have a light lunch provided by three 
of the circle ladies on a rotating basis.  Lydia Circle is currently led by Susan Schwarz and typically meets the first 
Wednesday of the month in the evening at the church.  Jochebed Circle is currently led by Meg Baker and Carol 
Davies.  We do not have a designated meeting time or place, but typically work within our group to see what best fits 
our members’ needs for the month.  We sometimes meet on a Saturday morning at the church or a weekday evening 
either at the church or someone’s home.

UMW Book Club
Our UMW Book Club meets about every other month, providing an opportunity to 
read and discuss books with friends.  We meet on Sunday morning after church, and 
typically select books from the UMW reading program list, which are available in the 
church library.  Our next meeting will be on Sunday, June 4, in Room 109, from 12:00-
1:30 p.m. Our book will be I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for Education and 
Was Shot by the Taliban, by Malala Yousafzai and Christina Lamb - a memoir by 
the youngest recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize. 

I Am Malala is the remarkable tale of a family uprooted by global terrorism, of the fight 
for girls' education, of a father who, himself a school owner, championed and encour-
aged his daughter to write and attend school, and of brave parents who have a fierce 
love for their daughter in a society that prizes sons. I Am Malala will make you believe 
in the power of one person's voice to inspire change in the world.

New Acolyte & Crucifer Training
Young people who are rising 6th graders and older are invited to receive training as Acolytes 
– those who light the candles and assist with communion at St. Paul’s Sunday morning worship 
services and occasionally at other worship services on special holidays.  Please indicate your 
interest to Rev. Rick Buckingham or Mrs. Laura Simpson, St. Paul's Acolyte and Crucifer 
coordinator.

Youth who are rising 9th graders and older are likewise invited to receiving training as 
Crucifers – those who carry the processional cross and also on occasion assist with communion 
in worship at St. Paul’s.  Please indicate your interest to Rev. Buckingham or Mrs. Laura 
Simpson, as above.  Note that the processional cross is heavy and requires significant upper 
body strength to carry it safely.

Training will take place in St. Paul’s Sanctuary after worship on June 18.  Crucifers will be 
trained between 11:45 a.m. and 12:00 p.m., and acolytes between 11:45 a.m. and 12:45 p.m.
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Youth News
Recognition of High School Seniors
Sunday May 21, 2017

 At St. Paul's we recognize several milestones in the growth of our young people.  
One of these is their high school graduation and commencement of a new life, 
whether that be to a job, the military, or college.  On Sunday, May 21, each member 
of the Class of 2017 is asked to attend our 10:30 a.m. worship service so that he or 
she may be recognized.  A copy of the New Common English Version of The Holy Bible has been ordered for each 
graduate.  Whatever direction a life may take, the Word of God will help in choosing the best path.  During the same 
service, one or more of our college-bound graduates will also receive Educational Awards to assist with their col-
lege expenses.  The Council on Youth Ministries thanks all of those who have contributed to this fund.

Congratulations and Best Wishes from St. Paul's 
to the Class of 2017!

Mason Austin-Brantly
     Walt Whitman
    June 5, DAR

Alexandra M. Bartley 
     James Hubert Blake
    June 14, Xfinity Center

David Bauer
     Springbrook
    June 6, DAR

Walter M. Beck
     Bethesda-Chevy Chase
    May 30, DAR

Payton Buss
     Walter Johnson
    June 6, Xfinity Center

Jackson W. Byrne
     Sandy Spring Friends 
    June 10, on campus

Ethan J. Docking
     Bethesda-Chevy Chase 
    May 30, DAR

Charlotte R. Ford
     Bethesda-Chevy Chase 
    May 30, DAR

Christina L. Griffin
     Col. Zadok Magruder 
    June 7, Xfinity Center

Haley Gutierrez
     Walter Johnson 
    June 6, Xfinity Center

Thomas Heaton
     Walter Johnson 
    June 6, Xfinity Center

Nicholas Huff
     Sherwood 
    June 7, Xfinity Center

Eric Meade
     Walter Johnson 
    June 6, Xfinity Center

Eliana Murrell
     Albert Einstein 
    June 1, DAR

Claire Ochieng
     Washington Int'l. School 
    May 27, on campus

Allyson B. Orndorff
     Walter Johnson 
    June 6, Xfinity Center

Samantha Phillips
     Walter Johnson 
    June 6, Xfinity Center

Jacob Seabreeze
     Walter Johnson 
    June 6, Xfinity Center

Connor Spain
     Bethesda-Chevy Chase 
    May 30, DAR

Jamie Vinson
     Walter Johnson 
    June 6, Xfinity Center

Thomas Witkop
     Bethesda-Chevy Chase
    May 30, DAR

Alice Youle
     Bethesda-Chevy Chase
    May 30, DAR
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United Methodist Summer Camps
"Fun + Friends + Faith"

Colorful flyers are now available for summer camp programs at our 
United Methodist properties, West River and Manidokan in the church 
office.  For more information visit www.funfriendsfaith.com or call (800) 
922-6795.  To register, send email camp.registrar@verizon.net.

Camperships Available
Limited need based camperships are available from St. Paul's on a first 
come basis.  Please see Rev. Rick Buckingham to request a camper-
ship.  These camperships need to be requested by May 15, 2017.

 CYM Car Wash
 May 6, 2017 * 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Our Senior High and Middle High UMYFs will conduct a Free Car Wash from
10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m., sponsored by our Council on Youth Ministries and held in St. 
Paul’s parking lot.  Any donations received during the Car Wash will go to benefit our 
annual Educational Award for graduating high school seniors who apply by May 
1st.  Please sign up with Jay Codner jgcodner@gmail.com, coordinator, Micah 
Smartt msmartt@stpaulsk.org or Rev. Rick Buckingham 
rbuckingham@stpaulsk.org, and bring $3 to help defray expenses.

Confirmation Class
Sunday June 4, 2017

St. Paul's 2017 Confirmation Class will soon complete their course of study and 
  become full adult members of our church family.  The term, “confirma-
     tion” refers to the efforts of the church to help “make firm and sure” 
        the growing faith of our young people. Whereas in the Sacrament 
           of Baptism God acts to choose us and set us apart as those who 
   will love and serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ, at 
      the time of Confirmation we choose to accept that identity, 
        and commence adult lives of Christian service.  In addition 
      to the weekly sessions on theology, Bible, church history 
   and the Christian life, the class will attend a Spiritual Life 
   Retreat, May 12-13.  All are asked to pray for our class mem-
bers to receive the Holy Spirit into their lives, and then to celebrate with them as they 
continue their journey in faith with the new responsibilities of church membership.  
We extend the right hand of Christian fellowship to . . . 

Ashley Vivien Barnes  *  Ashley Neha Bazawada  *  Davis Harden Deel Gaalswyk

Hunter Hicks  *  Emmanuel George Michael Kraft  *  Anna Page Lancaster

William James Markey  *  Nicholas David Medvitz  *  Johannes Richard Meszaros

Melanie Elizabeth Morford  *  Erin Marie Mullens

What does it mean 
to “love one 

another” as Jesus 
taught? 

What does it mean 
to be “church?” 

Leave the pressures 
and 

baggage of school 
behind, and  find a 

place to be 
yourself. 

UMYF is a safe, 
welcoming 

community where 
young people learn 

how to be God’s 
people!

Middle High Youth
Every Friday Evening at 

7:00 p.m.

Senior High Youth 
Every Sunday Evening at 

6:30 p.m.

Come Join Us!

For More Information 
about Youth Activities 

please contact

Rev. Rick Buckingham
rbuckingham@stpaulsk.org

Micah Smartt
msmartt@stpaulsk.org
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Jack Lipscomb, History Committee

Clergy and laity from all 628 churches in the Baltimore-Washington Conference (BWC) 
will gather in Washington, DC, May 31 to June 2, for the Annual Conference (A/C) session. In 
preparation for this event, the BWC has distributed “An Annual Conference Primer” for those lay 
members who are new to such an event. Some of the data in this article are drawn from it. 

For Bishop LaTrelle Easterling, this will be her first opportunity to serve as the legal 
chairperson for the Annual Conference; she will preside over the gathering of clergy and 
elected laypersons from the churches. St. Paul’s will be represented by our three clergypersons 
and three laypersons, Edie Kirk, Marge Higgins, and Jay Codner. 

There is much business to be done during this three day event. In addition to approving the 2018 budget and addressing 
several resolutions, the members will vote on five Constitutional Amendments. The UMC Constitution is Part 1 of The 
Book of Discipline. The changes contained in these amendments address matters of gender equality, inclusiveness in 

membership, delegate and bishop elections, as well as bishop accountability. The A/C 
delegates may debate the proposed amendments, but are not allowed to edit, amend, 
or change the language. To be ratified, a Constitutional Amendment first requires at 
least a two-thirds vote at General Conference; that approval happened in May 2016. 
Then, it must win at least a two-thirds majority of the total voters at Annual Conference 
Sessions, of which there are 132 around the world.

Prior to the A/C session, the Judicial Council, the highest judicial 
body in the UMC, will meet in April 2017, to rule on a docket of 
seven items, six of which relate to the position of the UMC on 

human sexuality. The decisions are expected in late April, too late to be included in this article. 

The Council is comprised of nine members, ordained clergy other than bishops and laypersons. A 
simple majority is sufficient for most rulings. The Council meets when the General Conference is 
meeting and at least once a year in all calendar years. More information on the organization of the 
Judicial Council, its responsibilities, and rulings, historical and current, can be found on the main 
web site for the UMC.

Bits of History

The Third Thursday Book Club will gather on May 18 from 7:30-9:00 p.m. at the 
home of Rachel and Jim King to discuss Hillbilly Elegy by J.D. Vance, a critically 
acclaimed bestseller.  

Hillbilly Elegy is a passionate and personal analysis of a culture in crisis.  A former 
Marine and Yale graduate, Vance writes of the white working-class experiences 
his own family carried from Kentucky’s rural Appalachian mountain communi-
ties to the rust belt town of Middletown, Ohio, and what it’s like to exist within 
a system of social, regional, and economic decline.

For more information, email Rev. Claire Matheny, cmatheny@stpaulsk.org

2x4 (20s-40s) Book Club

Annual Conference #233
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Hungry Harvest
In addition to the non-perishables donated for Communion Collect, each family 
receives fresh produce from Hungry Harvest.  St. Paul’s is able to provide fruits 
and veggies because members of the congregation signed up to receive their 
own produce, home-delivered each week through Hungry Harvest subscriptions!  
Hungry Harvest matches our subscriptions with a big monthly donation.  We 
need more St. Paul’s folks to subscribe for produce delivery!  No matter what kind 
of delivery you sign-up for, St. Paul’s will receive the credit.

In the US, 1 in 5 fruits and veggies goes to waste. Hungry Harvest helps reduce food waste by working with farmers 
and providing subscribers with quality “recovered” produce. Recovered fruits and vegetables are perfectly fine to eat, but 
would have otherwise been thrown away. They’re often discarded because of aesthetic imperfections (think misshapen 
eggplants) or logistical inefficiencies (when grocery stores over-order). 

Use the code “SPC25” to be registered as a St. Paul’s participant, and get 25% off your first delivery.  Please note this 
revised code!!  Hungry Harvest initially gave us a code that was not entered correctly on their end.  If you had trouble 
registering before, please try again using this new code, and share with friends and family throughout their newly 
expanded delivery area.

Visit www.hungryharvest.net to learn more about Hungry Harvest’s mission, delivery area, and 
sign-up options.  Contact Rev. Claire Matheny with questions.

Send a Card or Note
Listed here are members who would appreciate your thoughts and expressions of care

Mrs. Janet Dennis
2700 Barker Street
Apartment #343
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Mr. Paul Harding
12615 Holdridge Road
Silver Spring, MD 20906

Mrs. Aileen Hunt
3112 Gracefield Road
PV #421
Sivler Spring, MD 20904

Mr. George Lehman
3618 Littledale Road
Apartment #214
Kensington, MD 20895

Mrs. Esther McCraw
401 Russell Avenue
Apartment #716
Gaithersburg, MD 20877 

Ms. Susie Propes
3301 S. Leisure World Blvd.
Apartment #2E
Silver Spring, MD 20906

Helen Strang
16000 Woodview Terrace
Laurel, MD 20707

Mrs. Hazel Wright
333 Russell Avenue
Kindley Building, Room 407
Gaithersburg, MD 20877

Stephen Ministry's Men
Let’s face it, men often just don’t want to admit that they’re hurting.  “Tough 
it out, I can handle it, no problem.”  Truth be told they lose loved ones, 
livelihoods, health, relationships, etc. as often as women, who are more likely to 
seek help when hurting.  The St. Paul’s Stephen Ministry program is ready to 
provide you help by pairing you up with a male Stephen Minister who is fully 
trained to work with you and meet with you on a weekly basis to listen, care, 
encourage, pray, and provide emotional and spiritual support.  Contact Rev. Claire 
Matheny cmatheny@stpaulsk.org, to begin the process of connecting with a 
Stephen Minister.
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Misson News from Nan & Miguel
Standing Rock Lakota Tribe
Nan McCurdy and Miguel Mairena, United Methodist Missionaries

We went to the Oceti Sakowin Camp to accompany the Standing Rock Lakota Sioux tribe on their land in North 
Dakota November 30–December 9, 2016.

We first read news in April 2016 describing the struggle of the Lakota Tribe to protect people, water, land, and the 
sovereignty of land that had been theirs for countless generations from the Dakota Access 
Pipeline (DAPL) project that would pollute all of the things they hold dear and that bring 
them life. Existing pipelines have small, large, and even enormous leaks almost daily. The 
danger that the DAPL would pollute the Missouri River, the land of their mothers and fathers 
and an aquifer that covers twelve states, bringing water to nearly a hundred million people is 
certain. The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA) reported more 
than 3,300 incidents of leaks and ruptures at oil and gas pipelines since 2010. 

We bought our tickets to go to Standing Rock after reading the October 25 letter from the 
Western Jurisdiction Bishops to President Obama: “We… write in support of the Standing Rock Sioux Nation 
and all who bear peaceful witness to its opposition to the Dakota Access Pipeline. We recognize that the abundance 
enjoyed by many in the United States has come at the expense of the original inhabitants of this land, and we 
recognize that we have a moral obligation to seek just relationships with their descendants.”

We learned from indigenous sisters and brothers of many tribes about our history and culture; about living in true 
community where people share just about everything, pitch in, organize, and take care of whatever needs to be done; 
and about nonviolent, determined resistance to injustice.

It turned out to be a spiritual journey. Something called us to drive down an old road 
near the Cannonball River by a long-empty granary that used to fill train cars with 
grain. We stopped to take a picture of a hundred-year-old church, silent and haunting. 
A man was carving wood and we started talking to him. We were still there two hours 
later. Philip Himel, “Wu-ku-u-mao” or Big Cloud (his Hopi name), told us how the 
Lakota lost their very best land when the Oahe damn flooded their land in 1962: 

Indigenous peoples have lost everything—not one time, but many, many times. 

Big Cloud is an elder in his non-denominational church. He says most Lakota are active Christians who take the 
example of Christ to heart. He invited us to his church in Fort Yates, a town on the reservation. The Lakota Tribal 
Headquarters are there, as well as some remains of Sitting Bull.  In Fort Yates, a town of just over two hundred people, 
we counted ten churches!

We are thankful to have been led on this journey to understand our own past and the restorative justice struggles 
for which Christ leads us to work. We think it may be the indigenous people with their reliance on Christ, family, and 
community that show many of us the way forward to a healthier life in the United States and the world.

MIGUEL WITH PHILIP, 
"BIG CLOUD", CHOPPING WOOD.

“The floods came up. The lake rose and it took out all of the best of the 
reservation, all of the woodlands and the bottom lands that are most 
verdant and productive for growing corn and other grains. Two hundred 
thousand acres of their land were covered by lake Oahe”.

Global Ministries Missionaries Miguel Mairena and Nan McCurdy serve the Western Jurisdiction as 
Mission Advocates, preaching and teaching about missionaries and global mission programs you 

support through apportionments.



13   EPISTLE  |  MAY 2017

April 2017 Meeting
Jon Melegrito, Friendship Club Member and Photographer

“The signs of Spring are everywhere,” says Pastor Claire Matheny in her opening prayer.  “May 
this fellowship of friends teach our hearts again to be grateful for these blessings.”  Friendship 
Club President, Erma McWilliams, asks everyone to keep Betty Capps in their thoughts and 
prayers as she mourns her brother’s recent passing.  Then she reads a poem from Emily 
Dickinson, which ends: “If I can stop one heart from breaking, I would not have lived in vain.” 

After a hearty lunch, the 7-piece Dixieland Express Band brightens 
up Heavener Hall with New Orleans-style music, which gets every-
body swaying and swinging in their seats.  First to hit the dance floor 
with his patented moves is Perry Crotts, immediately drawing a 
dozen others to join him in romp, including a swarm of Brookewood School students who 
heard the music from downstairs.  The band’s rendition of  “Only You” brings back memories 
to Adda and Clem Clark, now dancing cheek-to-
cheek.

Friends end the April meeting with a conga line 
as they move along beaming and clapping to the 

     upbeat sound of “When the Saints Go Marching 
    In.”  Fun was had by all!

Friendship Club

MARCH & APRIL BIRTHDAY CELEBRANTS, FROM LEFT, 
MARGARET ROBINSON, EVELYN SCHWARTZ, JIM SMITH, 

MARIE POWELL AND CLIFFORD DUTHINH

STUDENTS FROM BROOKE-
WOOD TAKE A BREAK FROM 

CLASS UPON HEARING MUSIC 
FROM DIXIELAND EXPRESS

90-YEAR-OLD WILMA 
DUNLAP GETS UP FROM HER 

WHEELCHAIR AND SLOW 
DANCES WITH DAUGHTER 

SUSAN KLINE

All older adults are invited to join us in our efforts to make our 
"Golden Years" among the most beautiful of all! For additional 

information, please contact Erma McWilliams, (301) 774-2742 or 
emcwill436@aol.com.

Healing Hopeful Hands
Donna Engelman, Claire Matheny & Anne Rush, Class Facilitators

The group listed met and shared each other’s reactions as we read the uncomfortable truths 
addressed in the book Trouble I’ve Seen, Changing the Way the Church Views Racism by 
Drew Hart.  While leading readers toward Jesus, Hart challenges the Church, and each of 
us... to see with open eyes the ways that racism continues to bear an imprint on Christianity.

In our closing gathering we wrote prayers for ourselves and the Church before placing our 
‘healing hands of color’ on the cross. . .  may we serve the purpose Jesus intended as we 
call ourselves Christians.

If you are interested in ‘continuing the conversation’, ask one of the class members and/or 
watch for future events sponsored by the Beloved Community Committee (part of Justice 
and Compassion).

Marty Bartley  *  Virginia Bickford  *  Tom Bickford  *  Donna Engleman  *  Athena Gaalswyk  *  Grace Graham

Sephia Guild  *  Margaret Higgins  *  Mary Lou Ingeholm  *  Carolyn Lowery  *  Molly Jackman  *  Frank Jackman

Claire Matheny  *  Patricia Marks  *  Jim Mollenauer  *  Kenzie Raulin  *  Anne Rush  *  Carol Woodside
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Biblical Archaeology Forum
Life and Death at Nemea: Greek Hero Opheltes and the Origin of the Nemean Games

Now in its third decade, the Biblical Archaeology Forum (BAF) presents a series of scholarly lectures on the 
latest archaeological research findings and related fields such as history and texts of ancient times.  This local com-
munity group’s monthly lectures bring together leading Bible scholars and archaeologists to enlighten us in our 
understanding of the Biblical texts and the Biblical world.  No reservations required.  

This month's lecturer is Jorge Bravo from the University of Maryland. This month's 
lecture will be May 17, 2017 at 8:00 p.m. at the Bender Jewish Community Center 
of Greater Washington, 6125 Montrose Road, Rockville, Maryland.

The Sanctuary of Zeus at Nemea was host to one of the great athletic festivals of 
ancient Greece, the Nemean Games, on par with the ancient Olympics.  The Games 
spanned more than three hundred years, beginning early in the sixth century BCE.  
The ancient Greeks connected the origin of the Games with the myth of the hero 
Opheltes, a baby whose sudden death created a ritual obligation to honor the child 
with funerary rites and games.

This illustrated lecture will show archaeological evidence from the Shrine of Opheltes at Nemea, combined with 
literary and artistic testimony, to shed light on how the bond between the Games and the child hero was celebrat-
ed throughout antiquity with ritual observances such as sacrifice and libations.

Admission is free for high school students; $5 for residents of CES Life Communities, college students and co-spon-
sors; $8  for BASONOVA and Bender JCC members; and $10 for the general public.  Tickets are purchased at the 
door, no reservations required.  For more information, please contact the Biblical Archaeology Forum at 
BAF.JCCGW@gmail.com.

A Friday Film Series to Encourage Conversations About Race and Build a 
Beloved Community  *  Friday, May 5, 2017 at 6:30 p.m.

Join members of St. Paul’s and the broader community for an evening of  film 
and conversation about race.  We’ll begin by watching the movie Hidden 
Figures and follow with a conversation hosted by Ernest Crosby on Friday, 
May 5, 2017 at 6:30 p.m. in the Octagon at St. Paul's UMC.  

Ernest has led similar conversations in Washington DC, and provided 
inspiration and guidance for St. Paul’s six-week course last spring, Exploring 
Race: The Importance and Difficulty of Talking about Race to Foster Beloved 
Community.  Hidden Figures is the story of a team of African-American women 
mathematicians who served a vital role in NASA during the early years of the 
U.S. space program.  

This event is just one of many activities sponsored by the Justice and 
Compassion Committee to foster a “Beloved Community” within St. Paul’s 
and to share that joy with our neighbors and friends outside St. Paul’s.  You're 
welcome to bring a brown bag dinner.  We'll supply the popcorn!

Please RSVP to Beth Pierce at eapierce@verizon.net or Ernest Crosby at 
coachcrozz@gmail.com.  And if you fail to RSVP, come anyway!

Movies That Move Us
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May 2017
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Notes: 1  
7pm Christian 
Believer 
7pm Organ 
Workshop 
 

2  
10am Prayer Lift 
10:45am Lectionary 
Bible Study 
7pm Disciple I 
7pm Journey Group 
7:15 Confirmation Class 
7:30 Way Forward 
Prayer Group 

3  
10:30am 
Martha Circle 
offsite at the Bay 
6:30pm Joyful 
Ringers! Bell 
Rehearsal 
7:30pm Lydia 
Circle 

4  
9:30am Disciple 
Fast Track 
7:30pm 
Sanctuary Choir 

5 
6:30pm Movies 
that Move Us 
7:00pm Middle 
High UMYF 
 

6  
8am Pancake 
Breakfast 
10am Youth Car 
Wash 
10am Pie with 
the Pastors 

7  
9am Worship with Communion 
9:30am Adult Sunday School 
9:55am Covenant Discipleship 
10:30am Worship with 
Communion 
10:30am Sunday School 
11:45am Children’s Choir 
11:45am Youth Choir 
11:45am Food Sorting 
11:45am SPRC Meeting 
6:30pm Senior High UMYF 

8  
1pm Staff Meeting 
7pm Christiam 
Believer 
7pm Communion 
Collect Distribution 
7pm Yarn Ministry 

9  
10am Prayer Lift 
10:45am Lectionary 
Bible Study 
11:30 Friendship Club 
4pm Confirmation Class 
Service Project: meal 
prep and serving at 
Women’s Shelter 
7pm Disciple I 
7pm Journey Group 
 

10  
6:30pm Joyful 
Ringers! Bell 
Rehearsal 
7:00pm 
Finance 
Committee 

11  
9:30am Disciple 
Fast Track 
7:30am 
Sanctuary Choir 

12  
6:15pm 
Confirmation 
Class Retreat 
departs for Camp 
Manidokan 

13  
4pm 
Confirmation 
Class Retreat 
return from 
Camp 
Manidokan 

14 Mother's Day 
9am Joyful Ringers! Bells 
9am Worship with Communion 
9:30am Adult Sunday School 
9:55am Covenant Discipleship 
10:30am Worship: Children’s 
Sunday 
10:45am Sunday School 

15  
7pm Christian 
Believer 

16  
10am Prayer Lift 
10:45am Lectionary 
Bible Study 
12pm Tuesdays 
Together 
7pm Disciple I 
7pm Journey Group 
7:15pm Confirmation 
Class 

17  
6:30pm Joyful 
Ringers! Bell 
Rehearsal 
7:30pm 
Church 
Council 

18  
9:30am Disciple 
Fast Track 
7:30pm 
Sanctuary Choir 

19  
7pm Middle High 

20  
 

21  
9am Worship with Communion 
9:30am Adult Sunday School 
9:55am Covenant Discipleship 
10:30am Worship: Youth 
Recognition Sunday 
10:30am Sunday School 
11:30am Clark Renewal of 
Wedding Vows 
6:00pm Senior High UMYF End 
of Year Dinner 

22  
1pm Staff Meeting 
7pm Christian 
Believer 
7pm Yarn Ministry 

23  
10am Piano Tuning 
10am Prayer Lift 
10:45am Lectionary 
Bible Study 
7pm Disciple I (off site) 
7pm Journey Group 
7:15pm Confirmation 
Class 

24  
6:30pm Joyful 
Ringers! Bell 
Rehearsal 

25  
9:30am Disciple 
Fast Track 
7:30pm 
Sanctuary Choir 

26  
4pm Senior High 
UMYF depart for 
Beach Weekend 
Trip 

27  
UMYF Senior 
High at Beach 
Weekend Trip 

28  
9am Worship 
9:30am Adult Sunday School 
9:55am Covenant Discipleship 
10:30am Worship 
10:30am Summer Sunday 
School 
11:45am Acolyte & Crucifer 
Training 
Senior High UMYF at Beach 
Weekend Trip 

29 Memorial Day 
Church Building 
Closed 
3pm Senior High 
UMYF return from 
Beach Weekend 
Trip 

30  
10am Prayer Lift 
10:45am Lectionary 
Bible Study 
7pm Journey Group 
7:15pm Confirmation 
Class 

31  
6:30pm Joyful 
Ringers! Bell 
Rehearsal 
7pm J&C 
Meeting 

Notes: 

 

Epistle Article Submission Deadline - Friday, May 19, 2017

The submission deadline 
for the Epistle is Friday, May 
19.  Please email your article 
(approx. 250 words) to 
stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org
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St. Paul’s United Methodist Church
101401 Armory Avenue, Kensington, Maryland 20895

Worship 
     Schedule
9:00 a.m. 
Worship with Communion 
in the Sanctuary. Nursery 
Care Available.

10:30 a.m. 
Worship in the Sanctuary. 
Sunday School & Nursery 
Care Available.

May
  Lectionary

May 7:      Luke 24:13-35
May 14:   Philippians 4:4-13
May 21:   Acts 17:2-31
May 28:   Luke 24:44-53

Four Options 
for Receiving 
the Epistle...
EMAIL (color) 
Send an email to 
stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org 
with "Email the Epistle" as 
the subject.

DOWNLOAD (color) 
Go to the St. Paul's website 
www.stpaulsk.org to 
download a PDF version.

MAIL (B+W) 
To receive an Epistle in the 
mail, please contact
the church office.

PICK UP (B+W) 
Copies of the current Epistle 
are available in the Narthex 
and church office. May 2017


