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Letter from the Senior Pastor

“You will receive power when 
the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you; and you will be my 
witnesses.”
       Acts 1:8a

THE PURPOSE of St. Paul’s 
United Methodist Church is 
to invite and welcome all: 
• To worship God
•  To grow as disciples of 

Jesus Christ  
•  To love and support one 

another 
•  To do justice and serve  

compassionately in the 
world
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My dear friends:

 We were blessed in February with some extraordinarily warm weather. I 
hope you were able to get outside and enjoy some of those lovely days in what is 
normally a cold, wintry month.
 I also hope you’ll anticipate another warm day several months from now. 
We’ve got our annual church picnic date already set for this summer. I realize 
it seems early to be talking about summer activities when we haven’t even yet 
officially reached spring, but this year’s church picnic will be a special one. Save the 
date for it on July 30, 2017.
 This is several weeks later than our usual mid-June date, but the delay 
is for a purpose. That Sunday in July will be the last Sunday in which Rev. Rick 
Buckingham will serve us as an appointed clergy member of St. Paul’s. After 32 
years of faithful service in this place, and a total of 43 years of service to Christ’s 
church, Rev. Buckingham will retire from his duties as Christian Educator and 
Minister of Youth at the end of July. The worship services and the picnic to follow on 
July 30 will be our chance to thank God for sending Rev. Buckingham to us, and our 
chance to thank Rick for making such a God-sized difference while he was here. 
 This past fall Rick said that everything for him was now his last at St. Paul’s; 
he has celebrated his last Christmas Eve with us, and soon he will celebrate his last 
Easter Sunday here. This confirmation class he is now shepherding will be his last 
such class. How fortunate these young people are to have him as a guide as they 
take their first steps into full membership in Christ’s holy church. And, how fortunate 
we are to have had Rev. Buckingham as a friend and mentor alongside of us on our 
own journeys of faith. 
 The Staff-Parish Relations Committee has scheduled several meetings 
over the next months to plan expressions of our effusive gratitude for the work of 
this servant leader. We’ll keep you informed as those plans develop, and will also let 
you know how you can help us send Rick into his retirement years with all the love 
he has offered to us over these past decades.
 In the meantime, save that date of July 30; you won’t want to miss this. 
Summer will soon arrive, as will the opportunity to celebrate the final harvest of 
Rick’s many fruitful seasons of ministry at St. Paul’s. As we take these last steps 
toward that lovely day, let us savor the warmth of this remaining season together.

   Light and peace in Jesus Christ,
   A.B. Snell
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   Claire’s 
    Dear Family of Faith, 

By the time you read this, Shrove Tuesday may be a distant 
memory.  You may be so centered on Lent and the prospect 
of “doing without” or taking something more sacrificial on that 
pancakes, beads, and king cake feel far away.  As for me, I just 
consumed two Jenny Cakes chocolate chip cookies and I am full 
the day before the Lenten journey begins.  So, what does my 
Mardi Gras self wish for you and for my Lenten self on the other 
side of tomorrow?

  As I turn to the reflections of St. 
Paul’s friends in the “Reflecting 
Color” Lenten Guide, I pray 
to be attentive the realities of 
other people’s lives and the 
ways God calls us to pour 
forth with light. As I engage 
in fasting on the Fridays in 
March alongside the Way 
Forward Prayer Com-
munity, I pray to be 
attentive to where the 
Spirit would lead. As I 
wait for the ashes of 

Wednesday to be smudged upon  
 my head, I ask for God to help me slow down.  

There is not a rush to the cross. This is somewhere we do not 
want to go. It is by Jesus’ powerful ministry, his steady movement 
to Jerusalem and the grace that he reveals along the way, that 
we can bear to make it there again.  We will hear whispers that 
there will be life on the other side, but for the time being we wait.  
We keep our eyes open for signs of healing, we eat little bits of 
bread and dip them in a cup, we welcome signs of the coming 
kingdom.  May your Lent be without frills, but full of promise.  
May your living be heavy-laden with love as we make our way 
together. 

 In Christ,

 Rev. Claire 
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CongregationalCare
Thank You!
Dear St. Paul’s Friends,

Thank you all so much for your thoughts and prayers 
and your many, many cards that I’ve received during 
the illness and death of my brother, Charles, in N.C. on 
January 19.  He will be really, really missed by so many.  
He was known in the community as someone that could 
be called upon if you needed help.  He was passionate 
about spreading the Gospel.   He was very active in The 
Gideons for almost 25 years and he gave a lot of time in 
building, repairing and restoring churches, especially in 
Native American communities, and in the Philippines.  
He had made 5 or 6 trips to do mission work in the 
Philippines and had another trip planned for March 
when he died.  

 Thank you all.
 Erma McWilliams

Sympathy
Our deepest sympathy is expressed to these members 
who mourn the loss of loved ones who passed away 

during the month of January

Erma McWilliams 
following the death of her brother, Charles. 

Carol Carter and Kerry Mounts 
following the death of their mother, Geraldine "Gerry" 

Hobbs.

Thank You! 
Dear Mr. Wayne Thompson,

Thank you so much for your donation to our Proj-
ect.  Yours was the second I received [from St. Paul’s] 
and I am so very touched by your thoughtfulness.  I 
remember asking God how I would fund the project 
each month but He has made a way for an entire year.  
I have faith that He will keep it alive for as long as He 
needs it.  He leaves me in awe of how He writes this 
story.  Thank you for being a part of it.

 Kolby Noble
 Teacher, Deal Island Elementary School 
 Somerset County 2016 Teacher of the Year
 Founder, Project Guardian Angel.

Project Guardian Angel provides a fleece blanket, 
stuffed animal, toothbrush, and parent toiletries kit for 
children airlifted from the Eastern Shore for emergency 
medical care. https://www.gofundme.com/pga1633

Ms. Noble and her story were highlighted during 
worship at St. Paul's on February 5

Thank You!
Dear St. Paul’s United Methodist Church,

On behalf of Bethesda Cares’ Board, staff, and especially 
our clients, please accept my heartfelt thanks for your 
recent donation of $545. Your gift is already having an 
impact, as we continue to actually end homelessness in 
our community. 

We entered 2017 with a tremendous amount of energy, 
as we strive, with our partners, to eradicate chronic 
homelessness, as we did with Veterans’ homelessness in 
2015. It’s a lofty goal, but achievable. We are glad to have 
you onside. If you ever want to hear about our work in 
person, please let me know. My door is always open to 
you.

 With Gratitude,
 Susan W. Kirk
 Executive Director

Thank You! 
Dear Friends,

Thank you so much for the cards, calls and e-mails 
during my recent medical experience.  Thankfully, I 
have been given a clean bill of health by my doctors.  
This experience has clearly demonstrated the power of 
prayer and of God’s love.  I am truly blessed and grate-
ful for the St. Paul’s family.

 Jerry Watkins
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Join us for the April 1 Pancake Breakfast (no fooling!). – it will benefit the St. Paul’s Hunger 
Ministry and the West River United Methodist Center, part of the conference’s camping and 
retreat program.  If you’ve never been to West River, you owe it to yourself to go! It’s a wonderful 
place for enjoying the beauty of nature and building strong relationships with family and friends, 
for children and adults. Over the years the St. Paul’s UMM has helped out with many building 
renovation projects at West River, so we feel a special bond with the place!

Church-Wide Lenten Supper and UMM Meeting. Mark your 
calendars now for the church-wide Lenten Supper, on Wednesday 
April 5 at 6:15 pm, in Heavener Hall. The supper will feature ham, 
shrimp and grits, and a variety of accompaniments (and of course, 
dessert). There will be no charge for this special event. We look 
forward to seeing you and your whole family!

Yard Sale! The Spring Yard Sale is just after Easter this year, on April 21 and 22, with receiving 
day on April 20. It’s not too soon to start gathering treasures to donate, and to plan your sched-
ule so you can help out with the sale. It’s always great fun, and the money we raise supports 
great causes.

For more information, please contact Steve Lillie at stevelillie@verizon.net 301-942-6130

“The purpose of the 

United Methodist 

Men is to engage in 

a variety of Christ-

centered activities 

for the benefit of the 

ministries, programs 

and activities of 

the church and its 

members.”

UMM |     United Methodist Men  

Don’t forget: We include 
all male members and 
friends of St. Paul’s as 

members of The United 
Methodist Men. There 
are no dues or fees to 
join – so come and be 

with us!

ANNOUNCING 
Rev. Rick Buckingham’s Last Trip for St. Paul’s:

In The Footsteps of Martin Luther 
        & The Reformation
October 4-12, 2017
October of 2017 will mark the 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation, one of the seminal events in 
the history of Christianity.  Much of our theological thinking, worship practice, and western culture today have been 
influenced and shaped by the words and acts of Martin Luther, John Calvin, Huldrich Zwingli and the other founders of 
Protestantism.  This tour will visit the major sites related to Luther’s life – Eiselben, where he was born and died, Eisenach, 
where Luther was a student, Erfurt, where he was an Augustinian monk, Wittenberg, where he lived and taught, and 
posted his famous 95 theses, Worms, where he was put on trial, and Wartburg Castle, where Luther translated the New 
Testament into German while in hiding. The tour will also visit Berlin, Halle, Heidelberg and 
Mainz, and include a day cruise on the Rhine.  In addition, an optional 5-day post tour to 
Strasbourg, France and Switzerland, visiting sites associated with Calvin and Zwingli, can be 
added on.

Brochures are available in the church narthex and office, and from Rev. Buckingham.  
There is still room on our tour.  However, this special 500th anniversary tour is expected  

to be extremely popular, so early registration is strongly advised!
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Rev. Matheny has been stocking the Sunday School supply closets with colored pencils.  On Sundays in March, each 
Sunday School class will be collaborating on a group coloring project, working together to color a poster featuring age-
appropriate images for Lent.  This effort ties into the churchwide theme of “Reflecting Color” (Lenten Guides available 
outside the Sanctuary).  We are looking forward to the children’s artwork gracing the walls during Holy Week and Easter.  
This will be a great way for the children to practice working together as a team, as well as an introduction to some of the 
imagery associated with Easter.  You may also choose to share the “Reflecting Color” Lenten Guide at home as a weekly 
devotional and coloring opportunity for your family. 

So get ready to join your class at 10:30 on Sunday mornings for a flurry of coloring 
activity, as well as the usual stories, crafts, and snacks (speaking of snacks, check out 
the St. Paul’s 4 year-olds enjoying their snack time!).  We will also enjoy a couple of Sun-
days of music in the chapel with David Weaver in March and April.  This is definitely a 
highlight for all of the Sunday School children!  You won’t want to miss Sunday School 
this spring!

Sunday School Update

The web address is the same: www.stpaulsk.org.  The look has completely changed!  On February 21, we had a “soft 
launch” for our new church website.

We thank you for your patience as we continue to work over the next few months to edit, rearrange, add content, and 
polish our online presence.  We tried hard to balance the needs of new and existing website users, and we hope the new 
layout is more inviting and ultimately makes it easier to find what you’re looking for.

Our new set-up not only lets us update events more rapidly, it also allows us to accept 
some payments through the website.  We’re trying this for the first time with the Spring 
Mulch Sale!  You can fill in the order form and use Visa or Mastercard to pay for your 
mulch order online.  As we learn more about this feature, we hope to be able to take 
payments this way for future projects and events as well. 

Also, please note: as with our previous website and our newsletters, we will include 
photos from the life and ministry of St. Paul’s.  It is delightful to see the faces of St. Paul’s 
at work in the world and in fellowship together.  Although none of our children, youth, 
or adults will be identified individually by name, families who prefer an increased level 
of privacy and do not want to appear in any photos on the church website should alert 
Erin Steele in the church office (stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org, 301-933-7933).

Website Update
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Bits of History
Whitechapel Bell Foundry to Close
When St. Paul’s decided, in 1964, to order handbells and start a bell choir, the church 
decided on the oldest bell foundry in the world, Whitechapel Bell Foundry in London, 
England. Whitechapel was founded in 1570 and has been at the same location since 
1739. Their bells have rung around the world, and many have become very famous, e.g., 
Big Ben in London, and the Liberty Bell in Philadelphia. 

In December 2016, the current owners, who have owned the foundry since 1904, 
announced that the building which has housed the foundry was being sold and the 
foundry will close in May 2017. More information about the foundry can be found at 
www.whitechapelbellfoundry.co.uk.
 

Bishops Call for Special General Conference
In November 2016, at their annual meeting in St. Simons Island, Georgia, the Bishops of the UMC called for a Special 
General Conference in 2019, February or March. The purpose of the General Conference will be “to find a way through 
the denomination’s impasse on homosexuality.” Business considered at the conference would be limited to the purpose 
defined within the call. 

A Commission on a Way Forward has been formed with 32 members from laity, clergy and episcopacy, representing nine 
countries. Its first meeting was held in Atlanta, Georgia, in January 2017, and a 75 week prayer initiative is underway. More 
information about the Special General Conference, the Commission on a Way Forward, and the prayer initiative is available 
at www.umc.org.  

The 150th Anniversary of the UMW
The most recent issue of Methodist History, a quarterly publication by the General Commission 
on Archives and History is available. It is a double issue for October 2016 and January 2017. The 
title for this issue is “United Methodist Women’s History: Voices Lost and Found, Celebrating the 150th 
Anniversary of the UMW.”  Ten scholars explore the history of the denomination’s organization from 
its beginning as the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society.  One of the scholars is the Rev. Dr. 
Douglas D. Tzan, now an elder in the Baltimore Washington Conference and once a member of 
St. Paul’s UMC.  

 
 

        The sale price for the History Book is now $10! Contact Jack Lipscomb at 301-774-2761 
        or jplipscomb@verizon.net for more information on this article and on 
   the committee, or to purchase the history book.
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Youth News
2017 Summer Camp at West River Center & Camp Manidokan 
Online registration information for summer camping programs at Manidokan and West 
River are now available.  Some weeks fill up before April.  Look for the brochures in the 
main office and on the Youth bulletin board in the office hallway through Easter. Week long 
programs are available for children entering 2nd grade in fall 2017 through high school.

2017 Youth Variety Show
Reserve the date now!  Our 2017 YOUTH VARIETY SHOW will be held in Heavener Hall on Sunday, March 19, 
2017 at 7:00-8:30 pm.  This is always an anticipated time of great fun for the entire family, and will serve 
as a primary fund-raiser for scholarships for our summer Youth Mission Trip to the Rosebud Indian 
Reservation Work Camp in St. Francis, South Dakota, July 8-16.  Variety Show Tickets, including the 
show and a dessert, will be $7 Adult, $5 youth, $3 under 12.  Rehearsal times on Variety Show 
weekend are Friday, March 17, 7:00-9:00, Saturday, March 18, 9:00-1:30, and Sunday, March 
19, 12:00-3:00; a lunch will be provided on Sunday for participants at 11:45 a.m.

For more information on Youth Activities, please contact Rick Buckingham at 
rbuckingham@stpaulsk.org or Micah Smartt at msmartt@stpaulsk.org.

All St. Paul’s Middle Highers, including UMYFers, Confirmands, and others, are 
invited to join us for a wonderful weekend retreat at the beautiful West River 
Center, Friday, March 31-Sunday, April 2.  Cost is $85 per person.  We will meet 
at St. Paul’s at 6:30 p.m. on Friday and return at 3:00 p.m. on Sunday. Please use 
the permission slip found in the March issue of Just For YOUth, or on the church 
website, to sign up with Micah Smartt or Rick Buckingham by March 14, 2017.

Middle High Spring Retreat

St. Paul's UMC 2017 Confirmation Class 
 

During the seasons of Lent and Eastertide, please keep the eleven members of our cur-
rent Confirmation class in your prayers.   We meet on Thursday evenings through May 23.  
On Saturday, March 4, we will be visiting the Franciscan Monastery and the Washington 
National Cathedral.  Confirmation Sunday this year will be on Pentecost Sunday, June 
4, 2017.  Our 2017 Confirmands are: Ashley Barnes, Ashley Bazawada, Davis Gaalswyk, 
Hunter Hicks, Emmanuel Kraft, Anna Lancaster, William Markey, Nicholas Medvitz, Johannes 
Meszaros, Melanie Morford and Erin Mullens.
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(2x4) Ministries (20s and 40s)

Second Sunday Lunch
Come on upstairs to Heavener Hall for a Pizza Coloring Party after 10:30 Worship 
on March 12. We'll have crayons on hand for children and grown-ups. Meal is 
provided. We could use a few volunteers to help with clean-up. Email 
cmatheny@stpaulsk.org if you are able to assist!

Third Thursday Book Club
The Third Thursday Book Club will meet on March 16 at 7:30 in the evening at 
the Matheny-Noyce home in Silver Spring to discuss The Sabbath by Abraham 
Joshua Heschel. First published in 1951, this short poetic book describes the heart 
of Jewish ritual living and proposes that instead of sanctifying a space or physical 
object, Judaism sanctifies time, with the Sabbath observance providing the 
clearest example. Get reading, invite a friend, and come for a great discussion.

Notes from the Journey
When you go to your place of prayer, don’t try to think too much or 
manufacture feelings or sensations. Don’t worry about what words you 
should say or what posture you should take. It’s not about you or what 
you do. Simply allow Love to look at you—and trust what God sees! 
God just keeps looking at you and loving you center to center. Hinduism 
called this darshan, the practice of going to the temple—not to see the 
deity, but to allow yourself to be fully and lovingly seen. Try reversing the 
engines. This reversal is the triumph and victory of grace. 
 - Fr. Richard Rohr

Once again we plan to fill the chancel with beautiful lilies for Easter.  
Orders will be taken in the Narthex after each worship service on March 
26 and April 2.  Each plant costs $13.00 and may be given in memory 
or honor of someone.  Make checks payable to St. Paul’s UMC with “Lilies” 
on the memo line.  The final day to place orders is Sunday, April 2.  Lilies 
will be available for pick-up following 10:30 AM worship on Easter Sunday, 
April 16.  Please contact Betsy Sanford for more information by email at 
betsanford@verizon.net.

Easter Lily Orders 
March 26 or April 2 after worship
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GARLENE TOWNE, A FRIENDSHIP 
CLUB GUEST FOR THE SECOND 

TIME, GREETS BECKYLITTLE WITH 
A SMILE AND HUG.

AMONG BECKY'S WELL-WISHERS ARE (FROM 
LEFT) KAREN MCNICKLE, ANN BRALL, ERMA 

MCWILLIAMS, FRANCES REED, AND  
HELEN LIDIE.

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAY CELEBRANTS, 
FROM LEFT, BECKY LITTLE, GLENYS 
MURRELL, JEFF THURLOW AND IRA 

LECHNER.

Children's Books Collection
Feed minds as well as bodies by donating children’s books 
for the families we serve in the Hunger Ministry.  The books 
should be in good condition and appropriate for children 
between the ages of 3 and 12.  You can place books in the 
“Children’s Books” box in the Narthex.  The Hunger Ministry 
families really enjoy being able to select books at the 
monthly Monday food distribution.  If you have questions, 
please contact Claire Kordella (301-493-8902) or Terri 
Marshall (terrillmarshall@verizon.net).  Thank you!

The Friendship Club was organized in 1974 as an 
ecumenical community organization to nurture senior 
citizens through fellowship, food, and friendship.  On 
the second Tuesday of each month, at 11:30 AM, we 
begin in Heavener Hall with a short business meeting 
followed by a potluck lunch at 12:00 and entertainment 
at 1:00 PM.  Our March 14 entertainers are the energetic 
Andria and Chipp featuring lively music from the ’60s 
and ’70s.  

On April 11, we will again welcome the terrific Dixie 
Land Band.  Entertainment for May 9 is not yet 
confirmed. And, on June 13, we’ll have a repeat trip to 
the Chesapeake Crab House Restaurant on Tilghman 
Island!  All older adults are cordially invited to join 
us in our efforts to make our “Golden Years” among 
the most beautiful of all.  For additional information, 
you may contact Erma McWilliams, 301-774-2742 or 
emcwill436@aol.com.

The Friendship Club

Daylight Saving Time begins Sunday morning, March 12, 2017!  
Don’t forget to “Spring forward.”  No one wants to arrive at 

church at the end of the Sunday service!
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Biblical Archaeology Forum 
St. Paul’s Adult Education Committee invites our members to take advantage of the programs of Biblical 
Archaeology Forum.  These events, open to all, are normally held at the Jewish Community Center of Greater 
Washington, 6125 Montrose Road, Rockville, MD. A $10 admission is typically charged at the door. March's Lecture:

Amenhotep III, Tiye, & Sakhmet: Interpreting the Lion Goddess Statues from the 
Temple of Mut

Wednesday, March 15, 2017 • 8 p.m. • Bender JCC • Betsy Bryan of John Hopkins University

More than 700 statues of the goddess Sakhmet in the form of a lion-headed woman 
were placed in the Temple of Mut (in Luxor, Egypt) on the order of Eighteenth Dynasty 
Pharaoh Amenhotep III, ca. 1375 BCE, along with statues of him and his primary queen 
Tiye. Amenhotep “The Magnificent” and Queen Tiye were the parents of Akhenaten, the 
heretic Pharaoh.

The sheer magnitude of the production of these statues — which were also made and 
placed in Amenhotep’s funerary temple at Kom el Hettan — has held the attention of 

both scholars and the general public for two hundred years. This illustrated lecture will examine the statues in the 
context of the reign of Amenhotep III and Queen Tiye and will highlight the temple rituals associated with the two 
temples where the statues were erected.

Admission is $10.  St. Paul’s is a sponsoring organization of Biblical Archaeology Forum.

Training
Acolytes are worship leaders who carry the light of Christ into each service, both 9:00 
and 10:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings and on special holidays.  In addition to lighting and 
extinguishing the candles, they often also assist in serving communion and in receiving 
the morning offering at 10:30 a.m.  Young people who are 6th-12th graders are eligible to 
serve as trained acolytes. New training has been scheduled in the Sanctuary of St. Paul’s on 
Sunday, March 12, 2017 at 11:45-12:45. Please sign up with Laura Simpson, Acolyte and 
Crucifer coordinator, at lpsimpson44@gmail.com. 

Crucifers are worship leaders who carry the cross of Christ into each 10:30 a.m. on Sunday 
mornings and on special holidays.  They may also assist in serving communion.  Young 
people who are 9th-12th grades are eligible to serve as trained crucifers, but must be 
strong enough to carry the cross. New training has been scheduled in the Sanctuary of 
St. Paul’s on Sunday, March 5, 2017 at 11:45-12:15.  Please sign up with Laura Simpson, 
Acolyte and Crucifer coordinator, at lpsimpson44@gmail.com. 

New Acolyte & Crucifer Training Session
Sunday, March 12 at 11:45
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March 2017
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
Notes: 1  

10:30am 
Martha Circle 
6pm Joyful 
Ringers! 
6:30pm Smart 
Sacks Sorting 
7:30pm Ash 
Wednesday 
Worship 
 
 

2  
9:30am Disciple 
Fast Track 
7:30pm 
Sanctuary Choir 

3  
6pm J&C Movies 
That Move Us 
7pm Middle High 
UMYF 

4  
8am Pancake 
Breakfast 
9:15am 
Confirmation 
Class Field Trip to 
National Cathedral 
10am Pie with the 
Pastors 

5  
9am & 10:30am Worship with 
Communion 
9:30am Adult Sunday School  
9:55am Covenant Discipleship  
10:30am Sunday School 
11:45am Children’s Choir & 
Youth Choir 
11:45am Crucifer Training 
11:45am Food Sorting 
11:45am Nicaragua Mission 
Interest Mtg 
11:45am SPRC 
12pm UMW Book Club 
6:30pm Senior High UMYF 

6  
7pm Christian 
Believer 
7pm Communion 
Collect Distribution 

7  
10am Prayer Lift 
10:45am Lectionary Bible 
Study 
6pm Supper & Study Meal 
7pm Disciple I 
7:15pm Supper & Study Class 
7:15pm Confirmation Class 

8  
6:30pm Joyful 
Ringers! 

9  
9:30am Disciple 
Fast Track 
7pm Memorials 
Committee 
7:30pm 
Sanctuary Choir 

10  
7pm Middle High 
UMYF 

11  
No church 
activities 
scheduled 

12  
9am Worship with Communion 
9am Joyful Ringers! 
9:30am Adult Sunday School  
9:55am Covenant Discipleship 
10:30am Worship 
10:30am Sunday School  
11:30am 2x4s 2nd Sun Lunch 
11:45am Acolyte Training 
11:45am Children’s Choir & 
Youth Choir 
6:30pm Senior High UMYF 

13  
1pm Staff Meeting 
7pm Christian 
Believer 
7pm Stephen 
Ministers 
7pm Yarn Ministry 

14  
10am Prayer Lift 
10:45am Lectionary Bible 
Study 
11am Friendship Club 
6pm Supper & Study Meal 
7pm Disciple I 
7:15pm Supper & Study Class 
7:15pm Confirmation Class 

15  
6:30pm Joyful 
Ringers! 
 

16  
9:30am Disciple 
Fast Track 
7:30pm 
Sanctuary Choir 

17  
7pm Middle High 
UMYF 
7pm Youth Variety 
Show Rehearsal 

18  
9am Youth Variety 
Show Rehearsal 
10am Mulch Sale 

19  
9am Worship with Communion 
9:30am Adult Sunday School  
9:55am Covenant Discipleship 
10:30am Worship 
10:45am Sunday School 
11:45am Youth Choir 
11:45am Variety Show practice 
6:30pm Youth Variety Show 
Dessert & Performance 

20  
7pm Christian 
Believer 

21  
10am Prayer Lift 
10:45am Lectionary Bible 
Study 
12pm Tuesday Together 
6pm Supper & Study Meal 
7pm Disciple I 
7:15pm Supper & Study Class 
7:15pm Confirmation Class 

22  
6:30pm Joyful 
Ringers! 

23  
7:30pm 
Sanctuary Choir 

24  
4pm Thompson-
Hill Wedding 
Rehearsal 
7pm Middle High 
UMYF 

25  
5pm Piano Recital 

26  
9am Worship with Communion 
9:30am Adult Sunday School 
9:55am Covenant Discipleship 
10:30am Worship 
10:30am Sunday School  
11:45am Children’s Choir 
6:30pm Senior High UMYF 

27  
1pm Staff Meeting 
7pm Christian 
Believer 
7pm Yarn Ministry 

28  
10am Prayer Lift 
10:45am Lectionary Bible 
Study 
6pm Supper & Study Meal 
7pm Disciple I 
7:15pm Supper & Study Class 
7:15pm Confirmation Class 

29  
6:30pm Joyful 
Ringers! 
7pm J&C 
Meeting 

30  
9:30am Disciple 
Fast Track 
7:30pm 
Sanctuary Choir 

31  
6:30pm Middle 
High UMYF depart 
for Retreat at West 
River 
7pm Way Forward 
Prayer Community 

Notes: 
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10401 Armory Ave., Kensington, MD 20895

St. Paul’s 
United Methodist Church

Missed Church?
Sermons are online! 
www.stpaulsk.org/sermons

The 10:30 a.m. service is 
recorded on CD. Copies are 
available. Sign up in the church 
office and indicate how you 
wish to receive and return 
the CD – a voluntary 
donation of $2 for CD 
is suggested.  

Four options 
to receive the 
Epistle!

EMAIL (color)
Send an email to: stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org 
and write ‘email the epistle’ in the subject line.

DOWNLOAD (color)
Go to the St. Paul’s web site www.stpaulsk.org 
and download your own pdf version.

MAIL (B+W)
If you don’t receive an Epistle in the mail and 
would prefer this, contact the church office at 
301-933-7933.

PICK UP (B+W)
Copies of the current Epistle are available in the 
Narthex and in the church office.

ST PAUL’S UNITED  
METHODIST CHURCH  
10401 Armory Avenue    
Kensington, Maryland 20895  

 
 CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Inside the FEBRUARY  2011 issue: 
1.    Letter from the Pastor 
2.    Claire’s Corner/Stephen Min/ 
       Friendship Club 
3.    UMM/UMW 
4.    UMYF  Confirmation Class/ 
       Variety Show/ “SouperBowl”/ 
       Boy & Girl Scout Sunday/  
       Mountain Way Shop 
5    Upholding St. Paul’s History and 
      Future/ New Greeter Coordinator 
6    Trustees/ Milestones/ Tuesdays 
      Together 
7    Thank you/ Library 
8    Scattered for Service/ poem 
9    Calendar 
10   Organ demo by Marvin Mills/ 
       New webmaster 
11   Prayers  
12  Last Page, Staff/ Hours/ Purpose 
 

ST. PAUL’S UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  
 * *                    *  
Pastor Rev. Adam B. Snell    absnell@verizon.net 
Visitation Pastor Rev. Claire Matheny 
Deacon Youth/Education Rev. Rick Buckingham  ricklby@yahoo.com 
Youth Ministry Assistant Dustin S. Burrow         dustin.burrow@enmu.edu 
Director of Music N. Thomas Pedersen                  nelspedersen3@aol.com 
Organist Marvin Mills                                           millsmusic@verizon.com 
Office Administrator Jackie Hartmann            stpaulsunited@verizon.com 
Epistle Editor  Del Moyer                                                      del@moyer.us 
Copy Editor Jan Aamodt                                        jan.aamodt@verizon.net 
  *  *  * 
                                                 HOURS 
  9:00 a.m. Worship with Communion in the Sanctuary (Nursery available) 
10:30 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary (Nursery available) 
10:30 a.m.    Sunday School  (Various Rooms) 
  *  *  * 
THE PURPOSE of St. Paul’s United Methodist Church is to invite and  
   welcome all:    
     —To worship God 
       — To grow as disciples of Jesus Christ                    
          — To love and support one another 
            — To do justice and serve compassionately in the  world 
 “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you;  
                and you will be my witnesses.” Acts 1:8a 
 

Worship  
              Schedule

9:00 a.m. Worship with 
Communion in the Sanctuary 
(Nursery available)

10:30 a.m. Worship 
in the Sanctuary 
(Nursery available)
Sunday School 

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church | 10401 Armory Ave. Kensington, MD 20895 | 301-933-7933 | stpaulsunited@verizon.net | stpaulsk.org
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Letter from the Senior Pastor

“You will receive power when the 

Holy Spirit has come upon you; 

and you will be my witnesses.”  

AC tS 1:8A

the PUrPoSe 

of St. Paul’s United Methodist 

Church is to invite and 

welcome all: 

• To worship God

•  To grow as disciples of Jesus 

Christ  

•  To love and support one 

another 

•  To do justice and serve   

compassionately in the world

 2  Claire’s Corner 

 3  UMW / UMM

 4  Congregational Care

 5  Congregational health

 5  family Weekend Photos

 6   Youth news

 8  labyrinth Walking

 9  Justice & Compassion

10  Calendar 

11  bulletin board Directory

12  Yard and Apple Sale

13   Upholding St. Paul’s  

 history and future

14  history

15  festival of bread

Inside
My dear friends:

We’re about to buy 2,500 empty bags. In response to our church’s vision of 

Feeding 100 Families, Filling 600 Hearts, a friend of the church became 

inspired by the possibilities of feeding hungry people here. this generous soul 

gave me $1,000 and said we could use it however the Spirit led us in this effort. 

based upon an idea Athena Gaalswyk developed, I now feel the Spirit leading 

us to use this money as a down payment on 2,500 of those cloth grocery bags 

we see everywhere these days.

Since Montgomery County’s 5-cent tax on plastic bags goes into effect on Janu-

ary 1, 2012, these reusable cloth bags will become even more popular. I don’t 

want any of you giving away an unnecessary nickel on a plastic sack when you 

could be sporting your very own St. Paul’s bag. You all should have at least one.   

but the real purpose of the bag is not to save a nickel. It is to live out our vision of 

feeding hungry people. I may have shared with some of you what I write on the 

bottom of every letter that goes out to visitors to our church. After I thank our 

guests and urge them to return, I enclose gifts of two pancake breakfast tickets 

and a $10 Safeway gift card. And then I explain these food-related tokens of our 

appreciation by writing, “We’re all about feeding people at St. Paul’s.”

I want us to back up that claim to be about Christ’s business of feeding body 

and soul by filling 2,500 empty bags with food. We hope to have 

our order of bags on hand for the upcoming Festival of Bread 

on Saturday, november 12. there will be plenty of them to 

go around, but I want the first bag you receive to be one 

you use for the benefit of others. fill a St. Paul’s bag with 

groceries and bring it back to the church. We’ll take 

those bags of groceries, we’ll give them to the 

hungry, and we’ll change the world in Christ’s name.

because we are all about feeding people at St. Paul’s.

  Light and peace in Jesus Christ,

    A.b. Snell

Lectionary 
 
 March 5:     Matthew 4:1-11 
 March 12:   Psalm 121
 March 19:   John 4:5-15 
 March 26:   John 9:1-12


