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Letter From the Senior Pastor
My Dear Friends:

It is not yet time to go.
June at St. Paul’s is often a time of going, and it is especially so this year.
As usual, we have a robust class of high school seniors who are graduating
and going off to new adventures. Many of them have roamed our halls since
they were small children, and it is a bittersweet season as we bid farewell to
those who have literally grown up in our midst.
In addition to the seniors embarking on their new journeys, our own
Rev. Matheny prepares to go from the familiar walls of this church at the
end of the month. After nearly 8 years of life together and watching her own
family grow, her time left as one of our clergy leaders is now measured in just
a handful of weeks.
We’ll honor our graduates in worship on June 3 and honor Rev.
Matheny’s ministry with us on June 17. That Sunday, her last among us, is also
the day of our church picnic. I’m hoping for bright sunshine as we fellowship
together with food (and ice cream!) in the green grass of Reinhardt Park one
final time.
Someone else is hoping for bright
sunshine and green grass, too. A couple of
months ago Genevieve Steele, age 6, drew
this picture for me. Last year was her first
year at our Vacation Bible School. She has
been eagerly anticipating this year’s VBS ever
since. Standing with upraised arms, on the
green grass and below a bright summer sun,
this picture depicts her, her sister Penelope
(age 4), and her mom, all having fun at VBS.
"Is it time to go yet?" Genevieve has been
asking her mother these past days. "No,"
smiles her mom, "you still have school."
All too soon school will be out. All too soon we’ll say goodbye to our
graduating seniors. All too soon we’ll say goodbye to Rev. Matheny. A long,
fruitful season with each one of them will end at St. Paul’s this June.
But June is not without its joys. The sun will shine, the grass will be
green, and six year olds will rejoice to be part of St. Paul’s for another summer
of fun. It is not yet time to go.
Light and peace in Jesus Christ,
A.B. Snell
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Congregational Care
Thank You
Dear Adam and Claire and to all my friends at St. Paul's:
A big thank you for your cards, letters, phones and
flowers from the altar. All that is very much appreciated as I
engage in a new treatment.
Warm regards,
Nathalie Silver

Celebrations of Birth
Roses graced the altar in April to celebrate
the births of

Ethan James Campbell
great-grandson of Oral & Sue Folks

Francine Carson Derr
daughter of Jonathan & Ashley Derr

Thank You
Dear Mike McCurry and St. Paul’s friends:
I had originally hoped to keep it private, but I am
grateful for your public acknowledgement of my recent Doctor
of Ministry degree from Wesley Theological Seminary. The
sounds of your warm congratulations during that 10:30 worship
service late in May echo with me still, and I am buoyed by your
affirmation of the work I did to complete this project. I am also
deeply appreciative of the generous congregational gift toward
the purchase of a new robe; I have already started looking for
one, and am only mildly disappointed that I have not yet found
a style with velvet racing stripes.
It’s a blessing to be on this journey of learning and
growth with you, friends, however fast time seems to race by.
Peace,
A. B. Snell

Sympathy
Our deepest sympathy is expressed to these
members who mourn the loss of loved ones
who passed away during April

Lyle Schofield & Family
following the death of his father,
William Lyle Schofield, Jr.

Mary Lou Dungan & Family
following the death of her husband,
Rev. Dr. Hal Dungan

Micah Smartt & Family
following the death of his grandmothers,
Roberta Smartt and Wilma Kruger

Thank You
Dear Friends in Mission,
Thank you for your gift received 4/23/2018 of $750.00 to the General Board of Ministries through the Advance,
the designated mission giving channel of The United Methodist Church. We are pleased to share that 100 percent of
your contribution will support the missionary community in honor of Miguel Mairena ($375.00, Advance #12877Z)
and Nan McCurdy ($375.00, Advance #10801Z).
United Methodist missionaries serve in more than 60 countries around the world. With your gifts and prayers,
you have initiated a partnership with missionaries planting churches and developing congregations, providing health
care in remote areas, and working in sustainable agriculture and community development. Your gift allows Global
Ministries missionaries to be The United Methodist Church’s embodiment of Christ in the world. We are grateful for
your support of this life-giving work.
Grace & Peace,
Roland Fernandes, General Treasurer
Russell Pierce, Executive Director of Communications, Advance and Fundraising
General Board of Global Ministries
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St. Paul’s United
Methodist Church

Online Prayer Requests
Upcoming surgery? Have a joy or concern?
In need of prayer support? Submit an online
prayer request, day or night. You will have
the option to share your request with the
Prayer Lift team or only share directly with the
pastors. Visit our online prayer request form at
stpaulsk.org/community/prayer-requests.

Send a Card or Note
These members would appreciate your thoughts and expressions of care

Mrs. Lois Baker
333 Russell Avenue
Kindley Building, Rm. 318
Gaithersburg, MD 20877

Mrs. Marianne
Blankenship
3501 Woodridge Avenue
Wheaton, MD 20902

Ms. Janet Colwell
Manor Care
11901 Georgia Ave., #239
Wheaton, MD 20902

Mrs. Dorothea
Depenbrock
1709 Luzerne Avenue
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Mrs. Grace Lawson
8413 Nunley Drive
Appartment D
Baltimore, MD 21234

Mrs. Mae Miles
3616 Littledale Road,
#207A
Kensington, MD 20895

Mrs. Ruth Sylvester
333 Russell Avenue, #303
Gaithersburg, MD 20877

Mrs. Margaret Thayer
3160 Gracefield Rd., #1122 RC
Silver Spring, MD 20904

Still Wednesday

Wednesdays * 7:00-8:00 p.m.
Still Wednesday will be VERY
still this summer! We will meet
June 6, 13, 20 and 27, take a
break in July and August, then
resume again in September.
Save the Date!
St. Paul’s
Silent Retreat Weekend will
be October 19-21, 2018 at
Dayspring Retreat Center in
Germantown (more information
to come).

SENIOR PASTOR
Rev. Dr. Adam B. Snell
absnell@stpaulsk.org
-----------------------------ASSOCIATE PASTOR
Rev. Claire Matheny
cmatheny@stpaulsk.org
-----------------------------YOUTH PASTOR
Micah Smartt
msmartt@stpaulsk.org
-----------------------------DIRECTOR of CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Meg Baker
mbaker@stpaulsk.org
-----------------------------DIRECTOR of MUSIC
N. Thomas Pedersen
tpedersen@stpaulsk.org
-----------------------------ORGANIST
Marvin Mills
mmills@stpaulsk.org
-----------------------------OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR
Erin Steele
stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org
-----------------------------TREASURER
Sharon Zeigler
szeigler@stpaulsk.org
-----------------------------FACILITIES MANAGER
Tracey Furman
tfurman@stpaulsk.org
-----------------------------EPISTLE LAYOUT & DESIGN
Jay Codner
jgcodner@gmail.com

Stay Connected!

If you are not receiving our weekly emails or monthly Epistle, please let us know.
Send an email to stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org
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Sunday School
Be a Sunday School Teacher!
Meg Baker, Director of Christian Education

"I will give you shepherds after my own heart, who will feed you with
knowledge and understanding." – Jeremiah 3:15
What does it take to be a shepherd? Well, God says we already have
what it takes! (See 2 Peter 1:3 – His divine power has given us everything
needed for life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us
by his own glory and goodness.)
You don’t have to know all the answers (as if any of us could!), or to have a degree in theology, or to be an experienced
teacher to teach Sunday School! All you need is a heart to serve. Please consider being a part of the village to raise
the next generation in the faith. You will be pleasantly surprised to see how God works in and through you in so doing.
Please contact Director of Christian Education, Meg Baker at mbaker@stpaulsk.org or (301) 933-7933 ext. 104, for
more information and to volunteer as a teacher when Sunday School resumes next fall.

Summer Sunday School
Meg Baker, Director of Christian Education
Our Summer Sunday School sessions will be held from May 27 through September 2 for ages 2-10. We will be
exploring a brand new, "no prep" summer curriculum from Children’s Illustrated Ministries. Children will engage with
biblical stories in both the Old and New Testaments to discover ways we join God at work in the world.
We need you! At least two adult volunteer teachers are needed each week
to lead classes. All materials – curriculum, suggested activities, and snacks –
will be provided. Please consider serving our church community in this way.
Youth helpers are also welcome and encouraged to participate! Sign-up to
volunteer in the church office, or at stpaulsk.org/community/children. For
more information, please contact Director of Christian Education, Meg Baker
at mbaker@stpaulsk.org or (301) 933-7933 ext. 104. Thank you!

Church Picnic
Sunday, June 17 * Reinhardt Park * 11:30 a.m.
It's picnic time at St. Paul's! Join us in celebrating Rev. Claire Matheny's
many years of dedicated service to our congregation and the community
on Sunday, June 17 at our Annual Church Picnic. Lunch will be served
across the street in Reinhardt Park following the 10:30 a.m. worship
service. Hope to see you there!
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This Year in Sunday School...
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SPY News
Youth Programming Ends for Summer Break!
The end of the school year is fast approaching, as is the end of our youth programming for
the summer! The final Senior High Youth day will be June 3. Our final Middle High Youth
group will be our Lock-In event, June 8 and 9 (see more information below). Though we
may be ending for this school year, we’ll be back before you know it! Look for some big,
new, and exciting changes coming in August!

St. Paul's Youth

Work Camp

Middle High Lock-In

We still have a few
spots left for our trip
to Virginia Beach, with
Group Work Camps. The
trip starts on June 24 and
returns on June 30. If you are interested
in attending, sign-up online or contact
Micah Smartt for more details at
msmartt@stpaulsk.org.

As our final Middle High Youth event for
the school year, we will be holding a LockIn here at St. Paul’s! We’ll be providing
snacks, pizza, and breakfast, plus games,
fun, movies, and more, all for the cost of
$25 per youth. Make sure to bring
something comfortable to sleep on (air
mattress, sleeping bag, pillow) because
we are going to actually sleep at some
point that night. If you have any questions,
please feel free to contact Micah Smartt at
msmartt@stpaulsk.org.

June 8-9, 2018

June 24 - 30, 2018

Upcoming Events
Middle High Lock-In
June 8-9, 2018
2018 Work Camp
June 24-30, 2018
Wilderness Trail
Week 1: July 22-28, 2018
Week 2: July 30 - August 5, 2018

Senior High Beach Trip 2018

For more information about St. Paul's Youth, please feel free to contact Youth Pastor,
Micah Smartt at (301) 933-7933 or msmartt@stpaulsk.org
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2018 Confirmation Class

CONGRATULATIONS CONFIRMANDS!
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Christian Education
Christian Faith 101
Christian Faith 101, an adult study class, will be offered on Tuesday mornings this fall. The course explores the religious,
historical, and political context that shaped major components of Christian faith, doctrine, and practice as it developed
over centuries. The course consists of 14 three-hour sessions, held each Tuesday morning beginning September 4,
2018. The class size is limited to 12 participants. The course content is appropriate for all Christian disciplines and does
not require extensive previous knowledge of the Bible or Christian doctrine. A flyer with more details about the class is
available in the church office. For additional information or if you are interested in participating, please contact Brian
Walden at bewalden@verizon.net, (301) 509-8129 or Therese Walden at tcwalden@verizon.net, (301) 509-8128.

Faithflix
Faithflix, our adult education series of film clips and discussions, will take a break
during the summer months but will resume in September. We hope you will join
us then!

Taste & Sing
Our monthly Taste & Sing, which has been held on the third Tuesday of each
month, will not meet over the summer months. We hope you will join us when we
return in the fall!

For more info about

Christian Education at

St. Paul's, please contact
Director of Christian
Education, Meg Baker at
mbaker@stpaulsk.org or
(301) 933-7933.

Choir News
June Choir
Have you been thinking about singing in the choir but worried about the rehearsal schedule or commitment? Then
welcome to June Choir! Just come to Room 211 (Choir Room) on June 3, 10, or 24 at 9:30 a.m. We rehearse together
before the 10:30 a.m. worship service and sing music specifically chosen by Director of Music Tom Pedersen to be
meaningful and accessible to this pick-up choir. There will be extra music on Sunday, June 17 (our church picnic
day and Rev. Claire’s last Sunday at St. Paul’s) so if you are interested in singing that day, make plans to attend a special
rehearsal on Saturday, June 16 at 10:00 a.m. Questions? Please contact Tom Pedersen at tpedersen@stpaulsk.org.

Youth Choir
The Youth Choir (for singers in grades 6-12) is currently taking
a break and looks to re-launch in the 2018-2019 school year.
Thanks to all who shared their gifts of music over the past year! To
get involved in future activities, please contact Director of Music
Tom Pedersen at tpedersen@stpaulsk.org. Parents! If you're
interested in helping recruit singers, coordinate schedules, or
serve as point person for Youth Choir communications for the
2018-2019 school year, please contact Tom to volunteer!
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Nicaragua VIM Update
St. Paul's has an annual tradition of supporting a Volunteers In Mission
team each summer. We had planned to take a team to Nicaragua in
early August 2018. However, because of the current political unrest
in Nicaragua, we have decided to cancel this year’s VIM trip. Although
the entire team is heartbroken about this, we feel it is the right decision.
We have been involved in the building of two new CICOs (community
preschools). Construction has been completed and we were going to
put the finishing, beautifying, and practical touches on them such as
brightly colored paint, murals, and ceiling fans. Fear not, these finishing
touches will happen without us so the schools can get up and running!
We are so appreciative if you have donated to this year’s trip. Know that your contributions will be sent to the
community preschools to cover the costs of supplies and labor. We all hope and pray that the turmoil comes to a
peaceful resolution and that we will be able to offer a trip in the summer of 2019. Thank you, again, for your continued
prayers and faithful support of this important ministry. Please contact Athena Gaalswyk with any questions at
athena_gaalswyk@yahoo.com.

Contemplative Corner
Kenzie Raulin
Below are some upcoming events and activities throughout the region that may appeal to those seeking to expand your
sense of wonder and purpose in God’s world.
Seeking the Spirit through Art #1
Sunday, June17, 1:00 p.m.
Washington National Cathedral
www.cathedral.org
Poor People’s Campaign Rally
(end of 40 days of Moral Action)
June 23, 10:00 a.m.
Washington DC
www.poorpeoplescampaign.org
Seeking the Spirit through Art #2
Sunday, July 15, 1:00 p.m.
Washington National Cathedral
www.cathedral.org
Dayspring Quiet Days
Wednesday, June 6, 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Tuesday, July 31, 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Wednesday, Aug 8, 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
www.dayspringretreat.org

The Summer Day
by Mary Oliver
Who made the world?
Who made the swan, and the black bear?
Who made the grasshopper?
This grasshopper, I meanthe one who has flung herself out of the grass,
the one who is eating sugar out of my hand,
who is moving her jaws back and forth instead of up and downwho is gazing around with her enormous and complicated eyes.
Now she lifts her pale forearms and thoroughly washes her face.
Now she snaps her wings open, and floats away.
I don’t know exactly what a prayer is.
I do know how to pay attention, how to fall down
into the grass, how to kneel in the grass,
how to be idle and blessed, how to stroll through the fields,
which is what I have been doing all day.
Tell me, what else should I have done?
Doesn’t everything die at last, and too soon?
Tell me, what is it you plan to do
With your one wild and precious life?
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United Methodist Men
UMM Pancake Breakfast

"The purpose of the
United Methodist Men is
to engage in a variety of
Christ-centered activities
for the benefit of the
ministries, programs and
activities of the church and
its members."

For more information,
contact Steve Lillie
stevelillie@verizon.net
or (301) 942-6130

Our June 2 breakfast will benefit the St. Paul’s Library.
It’s our last breakfast until next Fall – so don’t miss it!
We feature pancakes (regular and a specialty pancake),
eggs, sausage, bacon, ham, grits, and fruit – you won’t
go away hungry! We look forward to seeing you and
your friends at the breakfasts. We do not have a set price
for breakfast, but instead ask for a free will donation.

Men's Supper & Meeting

Our next Men’s Supper will be on Wednesday, June 6. This will be
our annual cookout, where we feature grass-fed beef hamburgers,
hot dogs and all the trimmings, along with dessert from Jenny
Cakes. The Scouts are invited to join us to provide an update on
their activities, so don’t miss it! We sponsor Pack 478, Troop 439, and
Venture Crew 439, and you’ll be amazed by all the great adventures
they have!

Mini Golf & Supper Outing

On Wednesday, July 11, we will have our annual mini-golf
outing at Bohrer Park in Gaithersburg, followed by supper out at
Cheeburger Cheeburger. It’s great fun for the whole family!
Don’t forget: We include all male members and friends of St. Paul’s as members of
The United Methodist Men. There are no dues or fees - so come and be with us!

United Methodist Women
Our UMW Book Club meets about every other month, providing an opportunity for women to read and discuss books
with friends. We typically select books from the UMW reading program list, which are available in the church library.
The next meeting will be on Sunday, June 3, at noon, in room 109. Our book will be When Breath Becomes Air, by
Paul Kalanithi.
When Breath Becomes Air is a moving memoir by a young neurosurgeon faced with a
terminal cancer diagnosis. At the age of thirty-six, on the verge of completing a decade’s
worth of training as a neurosurgeon, Paul Kalanithi was diagnosed with stage IV lung
cancer. One day he was a doctor treating the dying, and the next he was a patient
struggling to live. And just like that, the future he and his wife had imagined evaporated.
When Breath Becomes Air chronicles Kalanithi's transformation from a naive medical
student "possessed… by the question of what, given that all organisms die, makes a
virtuous and meaningful life?" into a neurosurgeon at Stanford University working in the
brain, the most critical place for human identity, and finally into a patient and new father
confronting his own mortality.
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Friendship Club
Jon Melegrito, Friendship Club Historian
Friendship Club President Erma McWilliams was taken ill and missed this month’s
meeting. She delegated Jon Melegrito to preside, who requested everyone to
keep Erma in their thoughts and prayers. Also still recovering is Adda Clark.

Next Meeting:

Tuesday, June 12
Trip to the Eastern Shore

Friends welcomed guests who were attending for the first time: Ellen Caruso,
Eloise Nenon, Alice Gadd, Bob Martin and Dannyn Rodriguez. Ana
Carmouze brought her 14-month-old granddaughter, Camilla, and son-in-law
Jerry Cunningham.

All older adults are invited to join
us in our efforts to make our
"Golden Years" among the
most beautiful of all!
To celebrate Mother’s Day, Wendy Ketcham designed a floral arrangement with
cut-out pictures of friends popping out of the vases. Everyone sang together Theodore
Morse and Howard Johnson’s classic song, "M-O-T-H-E-R," which starts with the line: "M is for the million things she
gave me."
After a sumptuous lunch, Steve Little entertained friends and guests with vocal renditions of "oldies but goldies," like
"Blueberry Hill" and "Those lazy, hazy, crazy days of Summer." It reminded everyone of the June 12 trip to Chestertown,
MD on the Eastern Shore. This outing will be the last Friendship Club meeting until October.

Ana Carmouze fixes the candles while her May
birthday co-celebrants (from left) Mary Larson,
Pauline Banyasz and Clifford Coburn wait to
blow the candles.

John Walker, who turned 91 in May,
gets help blowing the candles from
14-month old Camilla, granddaughter
of Ana and Jorge Carmouze.

Marge Young (left) and Mabel
Baker, who had missed a couple
of meetings, share their delight in
seeing each other again.

2018 Interfaith Works Shelter Meals
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Bits of History
Jack Lipscomb,
History Committee

The Beginning of St. Paul's Fourth Sanctuary
The April 1968 Epistle is the centerpiece of the current display in the History case
located in the hallway on the north side of the courtyard. This fifty year old document
describes the service used to lay the cornerstone of the fourth sanctuary. The words
in the church’s History Book, The Spirit of Methodism in Kensington, 1885-2007,
describe the event.
At sunset on April 28, 1968, an impressive service was held to lay the cornerstone of the
new sanctuary. The congregation assembled at the entrance to the new addition on
Armory Avenue, and joined the choir in singing “Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation.”
Mr. Kirkley (as he liked to be called) led the service. He handed an inscribed Bible, a
hymnal that was recovered from the 1966 fire, a 1968 St. Paul’s membership list, and
a list of the Building Committee to Philip McCurdy, chair of that committee, who
then placed the articles in a copper box inside the cornerstone. Following the service,
members toured the new facilities and saw the nearly complete conversion of the old
third sanctuary into a new social hall.
That "new social hall" is what we now call Heavener Hall. It had been constructed
on the charred ruins of the third sanctuary. On January 24, 1968, the social hall was
named for Dr. Ulysses Simpson Allen Heavener. He is the only St. Paul’s pastor who
was re-appointed for two non-consecutive terms: 1922 to 1928, and again from 1935
to 1938.

History Book
If our Heritage Sunday celebration in April sparked your interest, you can find the
book The Spirit of Methodism in Kensington on sale in the church office during the
week. For over 130 years, St. Paul’s has been at work in the lives of our members and
the broader world. Get closer to the church you love by learning more about St. Paul’s
history, and you’ll be able to answer trivia questions like these:
 Why did the congregation worship in a barn for a time?
 Which pastor got a cream pie thrown in his
face for a good cause?
 When did singers from St. Paul’s perform at
 the White House?
 What was the job of the "Chief Worrier"
 during mid-century building construction
 projects?
 How did investigators determine the source of
 the 1966 sanctuary fire?
The St. Paul’s history book is an award-winning trove
of information about St. Paul’s and is full of historical
photos and more interesting stories. The cost is $10.
Please contact the church office at (301) 933-7933 or
stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org to purchase a copy.
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Family Feature
Summer Better Than Ever
It’s coming! That wonderful season of endless days at the pool, countless trips to the park, and perhaps a family vacation
to the shore or the mountains. It’s a time for camping in the back yard, going to the ballpark, and enjoying cookouts
with family and friends.
What are you looking forward to doing this summer?

Whatever is in store for you and your family, we hope you will join us for Summer Sunday School when you are in town!

Windows
with a Message
.

Expressions from the Bible

e are so blessed to have a sanctuary in which
we are surrounded on every side with beautiful
stained-glass artwork. The walls are filled with
artistic renditions of scriptures, symbols, stories,
and historic figures throughout the sanctuary and the
chapel.

You would be surprised at the number
of everyday expressions we use
that come from the Bible! Check
out these scriptures and see if
you can figure out the common
expression found in each verse. Have fun!

We hope to have a guided stained-glass
tour sometime this summer, so be on
the lookout for this opportunity. In the
meantime, take a look at the stained-glass
windows lining the back wall of the
sanctuary. Each panel is a representation
of one of the many parables Jesus told.

Job 19:20 By the _ _ _ _ of his _ _ _ _ _
Ecclesiastes 10:19 _ _ _ _ _ talks
Ecclesiastes 10:20 A _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ told me
Jeremiah 19:3 Are your _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _?
Habakkuk 2:11 If _ _ _ _ _ could _ _ _ _
Matthew 25:6-9 Burning the _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Acts 26:24 He's _ _ _ _ _ _ himself

How many can you identify?

Happy Father's Day!
What words or phrases would you use to describe
your Dad? (be nice!)

Just for Grins
When does Friday come before Thursday?

D _____________________________________
A _____________________________________
D _____________________________________

In the dictionary!

What am I?
I am found in Exodus & Deuteronomy.
God gave me to someone on a mountain.
I was written on stone. You are to obey me.
What am I? _________________________
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June 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1

Fri

2

Sat

7pm Middle High SPY 8am Pancake
7:30pm Jochebed Circle Breakfast
10am Pie with the
Pastors
2pm Memorial for Mrs.
Shima

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

9am Worship with Communion 6:45pm Communion
Collect Volunteers
9am Nursery
9:30am June Choir Rehearsal
10:30am Worship with
Communion
10:30am Nursery
10:45am Summer Sunday
School
11:45am Food Sorting
12pm UMW Book Club
6:30pm Senior High SPY
9am Worship with Communion 1pm Staff Meeting
7pm Stephen Ministers
9am Joyful Ringers!
7pm Yarn Ministry
9am Nursery
9:30am June Choir Rehearsal
10:30am Worship
10:30am Nursery
10:45am Summer Sunday
School
11:30am Teacher Appreciation
Luncheon
9am Worship with Communion
9am Nursery
9:30am June Choir Rehearsal
10:30am Worship
10:30am Nursery
10:45am Summer Sunday
School
11:45am Church Picnic
Senior High SPY: Group Work
Camp departs from St. Paul’s
for Virginia Beach, VA
9am Worship with Communion
9am Nursery
9:30am June Choir Rehearsal
10:30am Worship
10:30am Nursery
10:45am Summer Sunday
School

9:30am VBS Helper
Orientation #1
12pm VBS Helper
Orientation #2

1pm Staff Meeting
7pm Yarn Ministry
Senior High SPY at
Group Work Camp

10am Prayer Lift
10:45am Bible Study
7pm Journey Group

10am Prayer Lift
10:45am Bible Study
7pm Journey Group

9am Vacation Bible
School
7pm Journey Group

7pm Journey Group
Senior High SPY at
Group Work Camp

6:30pm UMM Supper
6:30pm Smart Sacks
6:45pm Joyful Ringers!
7pm Still Wednesday
7:30pm Lydia Circle

7pm Still Wednesday
7pm Finance Committee

9am Vacation Bible
School
7pm Still Wednesday

7:30pm Sanctuary
Choir Rehearsal

No church activities
scheduled.

9am Vacation Bible
School

Senior High SPY at
7pm Still Wednesday
Senior High SPY at Group Group Work Camp
Work Camp

5pm Middle High SPY
Lock-In begins

No church activities
scheduled.

9am Vacation Bible
School

Senior High SPY at
Group Work Camp

8am Middle High SPY
Lock-In ends

10am Sanctuary Choir
Rehearsal

No church activities
scheduled.

Senior High SPY
Return from Group
Work Camp

Looking to promote an upcoming activity or opportunity at St. Paul's? Have photos you would like to share of a recent
event? Submit it to the church office by the 15th of the month to be published in the next edition of the Epistle. Text
should be about 250 words. For more info, please contact Erin Steele at stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org or (301) 933-7933.
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Commission on a Way Forward Update
On May 19, 2018, St. Paul’s hosted a workshop specifically for our
congregation on potential issues posed by the Way Forward. Organizers
Emily Sama-Miller and Bill Butz plan to provide a brief summary of the
workshop in the July-August Epistle, as well as a longer report with detailed
notes and appendices that will be made available through the church
website and church office. Keep on top of The Way Forward Commission
and the conversations at St. Paul’s by visiting stpaulsk.org/community/
the-way-forward.
The UMC Commission on a Way Forward presented their final report to
the Council of Bishops at their meeting in Chicago during the first week of
May 2018. The Commission presented two plans to the Bishops for their
consideration: The One Church Plan, and The Connectional Conference
Plan.
Here is an excerpt from Bishop LaTrelle Easterling’s statement following
the Council of Bishops meeting:
The Council overwhelmingly voted to recommend The One Church Plan
to the 2019 General Conference. During the Council’s discussion, some
bishops believed it would be important to include all of the plans that had
been considered.... Therefore, the Council’s recommendation will include
the other two models for informational purposes. The Council believes this
will provide a full, transparent representation of The Commission's work,
and our deliberations... The recommended plan will now be sent to the
February 2019 Special General Conference for consideration.

Here is a timeline of meetings and
events related to the Way Forward:
March 19-22, 2018:

Commission on a Way Forward meeting

April 29 - May 4, 2018:

Council of Bishops Meeting

May 14-17, 2018:

Commission on a Way Forward meeting

May 30 - June 1, 2018:

Baltimore-Washington Annual Conference

July 8, 2018:

Deadline for Petitions to 2019 Special
Session of General Conference

November 4-9, 2018:

Council of Bishops meeting

February 23-26, 2019:

Special Session of General Conference in
St. Louis, Missouri

The One Church Plan (Recommended by the Council of Bishops):
 Recognizes the diverse theological and scriptural understandings
		 of our global church;
 Provides generous unity for conferences, churches, and pastors;
 Does not require any annual conference, bishop, congregation, or
		 pastor to act contrary to their convictions;
 Maintains the current leadership structure of the denomination as
		one body;
 Removes the restrictive language from our current Book of
		Discipline.
The Connectional Conference Plan (not recommended by the Council)
would have proposed three values-based conferences in place of the current
geographic conferences, with working titles of Progressive, Contextual, and
Traditional Conferences based on theology and perspective on LGBTQ+
ministry.
The Traditional Church Plan (also not recommended by the Council)
would have strengthened the language in the current Book of Discipline
and streamlined the process for handling violations of the Book of Discipline.
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St. Paul's United
Methodist Church

10401 Armory Avenue
Kensington, Maryland 20895
Worship Schedule

Sunday 9:00 a.m.
Worship with Communion in the
Sanctuary. Nursery Care Available.
Sunday 10:30 a.m.
Worship in the Sanctuary. Sunday
School & Nursery Care Available.
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
Still Wednesday Worship in the
Sanctuary or Octagon.

Church
Office Hours
Monday - Friday
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Epistle
Options
EMAIL (color)
Send an email to
stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org
DOWNLOAD (color)
Go to the St. Paul's website
www.stpaulsk.org and
download a PDF version.

Lectionary
Sunday, June 3
1 Samuel 3:1-10
Sunday, June 10
1 Samuel 8:4-20
Sunday, June 17
Romans 16:1-16
Sunday, June 24
Mark 4:35-41

MAIL (B+W)
Please contact the church
office and make a request.
PICK UP (B+W)
Copies of the current
Epistle are available in the
Narthex and church office.

June 2018

