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The PURPOSE of St. Paul's 
United Methodist Church is to 
invite and welcome all:

• To worship God
• To grow as disciples of

Jesus Christ
• To love and support one

another
• To do justice and live

compassionately in the
world

Letter From the Senior Pastor
My Dear Friends:

It’s important to show up. 
Thomas Edison said something similar once, declaring that 

his inventive successes were the product of 1% inspiration and 99% 
perspiration.  It’s important to show up, to do the work.  The results will come. 

Worship may be one of those tasks whereby results come through 
just showing up, week in and week out.  At the May Church Council meeting 
I pulled out some of the worship statistics we keep here at St. Paul’s.  Worship 
attendance is a primary indicator of a vital congregation, and there was good 
news to share.
 First, worship attendance is up over 8% so far this year.  This 
represents a significant increase from attendance at this point in 2016, and a 
resumption of our overall growth trend at St. Paul’s. Well done, friends.  Your 
faithful presence on Sunday mornings encourages me that we will finish as 
strongly as we have started.

Second, there are some faithful worshipers in our midst.  Although 
not everyone signs in on Sunday, the attendance pads do give a reasonably 
good indication of who was present.  Each week Jack Lipscomb uses the 
attendance pads to register the Sunday attendees in the database.  That 
database tells us who worships and how often, and allows us to track 
broader trends.  For example, 46% of the worshiping congregation attended 
less than once a month (less than 11 times in 2016). 22% attended once a 
month, 17% attended twice a month, and 13% attended 3 times a month.

Then we have the worship rock stars.  These are the people who 
worshiped at least 4 times a month last year (48 times or more in 2016). This 
is rare company, since these folks missed no more than 4 Sundays last year.  
Excluding the active clergy there are 16 such people, representing just 2% of 
the worshiping congregation.  These faithful are Bob & Ann Ball, Jo Campa, 
Clem & Adda Clark, Amy Frontz, Pam Keller, Ruth Ann Kuykendall, Ruby 
Myers, Richard Rice, Jim Smith, Susie Snell, Sharon Spurrier, John 
Walker, Steve Warner, and Jerry Watkins.  In an era with so many demands 
on our time, such attendance is an astounding achievement.  Well done, 
friends.Our vitality as a congregation is indicated by our growing worship 
attendance across the entire spectrum.  To all who show up, whether once a 
week or once a year, thank you.  You are my inspiration.

Light and peace in Jesus Christ,
A.B. Snell
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Dear Family of Faith,  
Thank you for your responses from my May Epistle Article.  I 

wrote to you with questions: “Is there some place of beauty around me 
that I am missing? . . .  Where do you look out and marvel at the intimate 
gift of God's nature?”  I share below the following beautiful submissions. 
Thank you to Bill, Mary Jo, and Deanna!

St. Paul's United 
Methodist Church

SENIOR PASTOR
Rev. Adam B. Snell
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Stay Connected!
If you are not receiving our weekly emails or our monthly Epistle, 
please let us know. Send an email to stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org.

   Website     Facebook      Email

Deanna Hodgson
“A picture of the ocean at 
the Outer Banks which 
Ray and I marvel at be-
cause it is a gift of God’s 
nature.”

Bill Butz
The Bishop's Garden (here with April).  If 
the bells are pealing, bouncing around 
from every direction, this place is, well, 
heavenly.”

Mary Jo Simpson
“Any beach at sunrise. 
This happens to be 
Ocean City, MD.”

Thank you for sharing.  Still accepting submissions!  Where do you revel in 
God’s natural wonder?

 Gratefully,
Rev. Claire 
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Sunday School News
Sunday School Wrap-Up
Ashely Derr, Sunday School Co-Superintendent

Sunday, May 21 was the final day for regular Sunday School for the 2016-2017 
school year for the elementary and preschool classes. (Middle school and high 
school finished their Sunday School year the previous week). 

THANK YOU to our Sunday School teachers, volunteers, and families. You did 
it!  You all are dedicated and reliable and make the job of being superintendent 
easy for Amy and me. Thank you for following your calling to volunteer and spend 
Sunday mornings with the children of St. Paul's this year.

Although this year is just now wrapping up, we are already beginning to plan ahead for next school year.  To help 
us with planning, we invite you to consider joining us (again) for 2017-2018 school year.  Please send an e-mail to 
Ashley Derr at ashleyderr11@gmail.com and/or Amy Brown at amylynnbrown@msn.com with one of these options:
        A.     I taught last year and will teach next year!  I would like to stay at the same grade level.
        B.     I taught last year and will teach next year but I want to switch grade level.  My grade level preference is ____.
        C.     I taught last year, but I cannot teach next year.  Sorry!
        D.     I can't teach next year but am open to being a substitute teacher, or volunteering in another way (delivering 

   snacks and craft supplies, making bulletin boards, etc.).
        E.     I haven’t taught Sunday School before, but I would like to!  Please tell me more about being involved.

Thank you again!  We look forward to seeing you in the fall.

In the meantime, kids between the ages of two and ten can enjoy Summer Sunday School from May 28 to 
September 3.  There are a lot of short-term volunteer opportunities for adult leaders and youth helpers this summer, 
too.  Contact Summer Sunday School Coordinator, Amy Frontz via e-mail at ajfrontz84@gmail.com or visit the 
office to sign up as a volunteer!

Covenant Discipleship Groups
Submitted by Meg Baker

Additional Covenant Discipleship groups are now forming! Live more fully the Christian life to which you were called, 
through Covenant Discipleship, a modern adaptation of the original Methodist objective of mutual accountability for 
congregants who wish to deepen their discipleship. The purpose of each group is to watch over one another in love as 
each member faces challenges, temptations, and pitfalls and experiences joy, strength, and victories. To be mutually 

accountable is to help each other along the way on a shared spiritual journey. Each 
    group writes a covenant of intent on which all the members agree using the General 
        Rule of Discipleship as their guiding principle for Christian formation: To witness 
           to Jesus Christ in the world, and to follow his teachings through acts of compassion, 
             justice, worship, and devotion under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Groups of five to 
          seven persons meet weekly for one hour giving account for their discipleship in 
          light of their covenant to one another. In addition to the group that is currently 
          meeting Sunday mornings between services, additional groups are currently 
        being formed including one to meet after the 10:30 service each Sunday morning. 
      To learn more, please send an email to Pat Marks at pnmarks@hotmail.com or Meg 
    Baker at megbaker@verizon.net
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Congregational Care

Thank You!
May 15, 2017

Dear Friends,

Thank you for your gift of $9,115.32 to Rise Against Hunger, a 
501(c)(3) organization, formerly Stop Hunger Now.  You have changed lives 
with your contribution and we are truly grateful.  Your gift helps build a firm 
foundation of support for children like Anderson in Zambia.

Anderson, who lost both his parents, lives with his grandmother 
in the Chainda Compound Lusaka West, which is characterized by high 
levels of illiteracy and unemployment.  He has made great progress since 
he began receiving Rise Against Hunger meals distributed to the school by 
Mercy Ministries International.  Once a child with very little energy who rarely 
interacted with his classmates, Anderson is now cheerful and attentive in his 
classes and enjoys interacting with other children at school.

“From the time Anderson started received Rise Against Hunger meals, 
his health has tremendously improved and he has been frequently coming 
to school,” said Levinson Mwale, Anderson’s teacher.  “I am proud of Anderson, 
knowing him for more than 4 years now, that he has a very big dream to 
achieve what he wants to.  I am hoping that he continues to dream big and 
that he will be able to give back to the community.”

Anderson’s life has changed because of you.  With your support, 
Anderson and thousands of children like him around the world have a chance.  
And because of you, they can break the cycle of poverty that so many of our 
global neighbors face on a daily basis. 

Please accept our sincere appreciation for your gift.

Warmest Regards,

Rod Brooks
Rise Against Hunger

Thank You!
May 1, 2017

Dear Adam, Claire & the St. 
Paul's Community,

I would like to express 
my gratitude to all of you who 
have been emailing, writing, 
and calling. I was so thankful 
to receive flowers from the 
altar before my last surgery. 
Fortunately the surgery 
turned out OK. 

My life has been very 
difficult for the past few years 
so to have a community 
like St. Paul’s behind you 
to support you and show 
you that people care is so 
important. I am so grateful 
for your prayers and words of 
support. 

I am still very tired 
but way better, and that is in 
part thanks to you all, and the 
grace of God. 

Very Sincerely,

Dr. Nathalie 
 Valette-Silver

Thank You!
May 14, 2017

Dear St. Paul’s,

I wish to thank all the wonderful members for all the cards and 
prayers. It’s so greatly appreciated. 

I also want to thank Terri Marshall for bringing me communion, Mary 
Revenis for bringing me the beautiful altar flowers and lovely visit, and Pat 
Christiansen for the bulletin each week.  I also thank Rev. Claire for all her 
visits and phone calls.

All of these lovely gestures make my days so much better and I 
believe all the prayers are working.  Thank you for everything.

With love,

Ellie Malone

Card 
Ministry

Send a card and put a smile 
on someone's face! Stop by the 
Visitor’s Desk and pick up a card 

to send. Cards are stamped & 
addressed. You only need to 

write a note or sign it and 
put it in the mail. It's 

easy!
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Sympathy
Our deepest sympathy is 

expressed to these members 
who mourn the loss of loved 

ones who passed away 
during the month of April

Martha Lenhart & 
Family

following the death of her 
mother, Virginia Lenhart.

Betty Capps
following the death of her 

brother.

There were no  "new baby"  
flowers during April.

Imagine No Malaria!
We should never forget at St. 

Paul’s United Methodist Church that we 
are part of a globally-connected church 
that does great things in the name of God. 
From time to time, I have reported about 
one of the four primary focus points of 
the UMC, as determined by our General 
Conference, to help end deaths attributed 
to extreme poverty and its diseases.

To that end, our church strongly 
supported the “Imagine No Malaria” 
campaign of the UMC with special 
gifts and donations from some of our 
special holiday offerings. St. Paul’s always 
exceeded the expectations of what a local 
congregation would contribute to this 
vital campaign.
 On World Malaria Day earlier this 
spring, we received some encouraging 
news. Mortality rates from malaria have 
fallen 60% -- that means instead of a child 
(the primary victims of malaria) dying 
every 30 seconds, it is now down to once 
every two minutes. But that is a reminder 
of the work still to do.

Collectively, our denomination 
has provided 4 million life-saving bed 
nets, renovated 61 health care facilities in 
Africa, treated nearly 3 million victims of 
malaria, and trained thousands of health 
care workers to help prevent and treat a 
disease that can easily be conquered.

Sometimes we might wonder 
whether our efforts at philanthropy – 
especially in the poorest parts of the 
world – really make a difference. We now 
have some good evidence that they 
surely do. Thank you to a congregation 
that sees beyond its walls and our national 
boundaries to believe, as John Wesley 
once said, that the world is our parish.

Mike McCurry

Kairos Inside

Thank you so
much for your
prayers for the Kairos
Inside weekend May 4-7 at
Maryland Correctional Center for Women (MCl-W) at Jessup, MD. The 
thirty inside sisters/residents (we do not refer to them as inmates 
during the weekend) who participated were incrediby moved by 
your prayers and love. They spent the three and a half days basking 
in God's love, being bathed in your prayers, and building Christian 
community within the walls. Because Kairos Inside focuses primarily 
on persons who have long sentences - some have life sentences 
- these ladies will have an influence on the atmosphere of the 
institution. I was personally blessed to be granted permission to 
accompany one other volunteer, two residents, and one correctional 
officer throughout the compound to deliver cookies to women who 
were unable to leave their units to come to the central dining hall 
where we had distributed cookies to every resident and correctional 
officer. Praying as I walked with the small group, I truly felt Jesus 
leading the way. Thank you for bringing light into dark places through 
your prayers.

Pat Marks
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Youth News
Educational Award Recipients
Sunday, May 21, 2017

Congratulations to Alexandra M. Bartley, Walter Manuel Beck, Allyson Brooke 
Orndorff, Samantha Cavanaugh Phillips and Jacob Ryan Seabreeze who were 
recipients of St. Paul’s 2017 Educational Awards, on Sunday, May 21.  Since 1989, 
St. Paul’s has given $72,000 to ninety-five graduating high school seniors who have 
applied for the award.  Thank you to The United Methodist Men, the Council on Youth Ministries, and all individu-
al donors who have supported and maintained this means of honoring our young people.  We wish our 2017 
educational award recipients and all of our graduating seniors the very best in their educational and life pursuits!

Group Work Camp Update
Rosebud Lakota Sioux Indian Reservation * July 8-15, 2017

This year St. Paul’s will be headed to the Group Work Camp on the Rosebud Lakota Sioux Indian Reservation in 
St. Francis, South Dakota, July 8-15, 2017.  Our team will spend the week doing home maintenance and repairs for 
homeowners who, due to age, poverty or infirmity, are unable to keep up their properties. We want to thank all of 
those who have supported this effort through support of our Youth Variety Show and donations, especially to our 
United Methodist Men, who gave $550 from the proceeds of a pancake breakfast.  

Those participating are Payton Buss, Elias Chen, Liam Cornwell, Evan Gaalswyk, 
Caroline Mollenauer, Tyler Nishi, Meghan Simpson, Kendall Smith, Abby 
Weaver, Cliff Weaver, Elijah Webb, and adults Jay Codner, Amy Frontz, Laura 
Simpson and Micah Smartt.  The team will be commissioned during the 10:30 a.m. 
service on Sunday, July 2.

All those participating in our 2017 GROUP Work Camp on the Rosebud Lakota Sioux 
Indian Reservation in St. Francis, South Dakota are asked to attend an Orientation Meeting in the Multipurpose 
Room following the 10:30 a.m. worship on Sunday, June 11, 11:45 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.  Parents are invited to attend as 
we will plan to answer any remaining questions about the program and our plans.

Acolyte & Crucifer Training
Sunday, June 18

Young people who are rising 6th graders and older are invited to receive training as Acolytes 
– those who light the candles and assist with communion at St. Paul’s Sunday morning worship
services and occasionally at other worship services on special holidays.  Please indicate your interest 
to Rev. Rick Buckingham or Mrs. Laura Simpson, St. Paul's Acolyte and Crucifer coordinator.

Youth who are rising 9th graders and older are likewise invited to receiving training as Crucifers 
– those who carry the processional cross and also on occasion assist with communion in worship
at St. Paul’s.  Please indicate your interest to Rev. Buckingham or Mrs. Laura Simpson, as above. 
Note that the processional cross is heavy and requires significant upper body strength to carry it 
safely.

Training will take place in St. Paul’s Sanctuary after worship on June 18.  Crucifers will be trained 
between 11:45 a.m. and 12:00 p.m., and acolytes between 11:45 a.m. and 12:45 p.m.
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United Methodist Men
June 7 Cookout
Our next UMM Supper is our annual cookout on Wednesday, June 7 
at 6:45 p.m.  Please sign up in the church office, so we can get a good 
head count.  Cost is $6.00 per adult, and kids are free!  Our menu will 
include grass-fed beef hamburgers, hot dogs, and all the trimmings.  We 
invite the Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts to update us on their activities, 
so this is always a fun event.  Plan to join us for food and fellowship!

Supper & Mini Golf
Our annual mini-golf outing will be on Wednesday, July 12.  We 
will meet at the church about 6:30 p.m. and go to Bohrer Park in 
Gaithersburg for a round of mini-golf, then head to a local restaurant 
for hamburgers.  This is always a fun family event – the more kids, the 
better!  A sign-up sheet will be in the church office in June.

UMM

Don’t forget: We include all male members and friends of St. Paul’s as members of The United 
Methodist Men. There are no dues or fees to join - so come and be with us!

“The purpose of the 
United Methodist Men is 
to engage in a variety of 
Christ-centered activities 

for the benefit of the 
ministries, programs and 
activities of the church 

and its members.”

For more information, 
contact Steve Lillie 

stevelillie@verizon.net or 
(301) 942-6130

June 15, 2017  *  7:30 - 9:00 p.m.  *  Matheny-Noyce Home

The Third Thursday Book Club meets June 15, 7:30-9:00 p.m. at the Matheny-Noyce home to 
discuss Brene Brown’s Rising Strong: The Reckoning. The Rumble. The Revolution.  How do we rise 
from failure?  As a grounded theory researcher, Brown has listened as a range of people from leaders 
in Fortune 500 companies and the military to artists, couples in long-term relationships, teachers, and 
parents as they shared their stories of being brave, falling, and getting back up.  What do these people 
with strong and loving relationships have in common?  The answer was clear: They recognize the power 
of emotion and they’re not afraid to lean in to discomfort.  Get reading and join the discussion!

2x4 (20s-40s) Book Club

In the Footsteps of Martin Luther
October 2017 will mark the 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation, one of the seminal events in the 
history of Christianity.  Much of our theological thinking, worship practice, and western culture today have been 
influenced and shaped by the words and acts of Martin Luther, John Calvin, Huldrich Zwingli and the other 
founders of Protestantism.  This tour will visit the major sites related to Luther’s life – Eiselben, where he was born 
and died, Eisenach, where Luther was a student, Erfurt, where he was an Augustinian monk, Wittenberg, where he 
lived and taught, and posted his famous 95 theses, Worms, where he was put on trial, and 
Wartburg Castle, where Luther translated the New Testament into German while in hiding.  
The tour will also visit Berlin, Halle, Heidelberg and Mainz, and include a day cruise on the 
Rhine.  In addition, an optional 5-day post tour to Strasbourg, France and Switzerland, visiting 
sites associated with Calvin and Zwingli, can be added.

Brochures are now available in the church narthex, church office, and from Rev. Rick 
Buckingham.  This will be Rev. Buckingham's final trip for St. Paul's UMC. This special tour is 

expected to be extremely popular, so early registration is strongly advised!

October 4-12
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May 2017 Meeting
Jon Melegrito, Friendship Club Historian and Photographer

Friendship Club President Erma McWilliams opened the meeting by asking members to pray for ailing friends Claire 
Kordella, John Weddell, Rene Silverstone, Del Moyer and Roz Maciejko.  “So many empty chairs today,” Erma 
said.  “Let’s remember all of them.”  Harold Moyer reported a current balance of $859 in the Treasury.  Jerry Watkins 
reminded everyone to turn in their reservations for the June outing to Tilghman Island.  Friends sang “Happy Birthday” 
to Pauline Banyasz, Ana Carmouze, Mary Larson, Richard Rice and John Walker.  And they welcomed a guest, Vicky 
Zacilinsky of Chevy Chase.  Jorge and Ana Carmouze proudly showed pictures of their first grandchild, Carmella Mae.  
After a hearty meal, everyone grooved to the music of Andrea Romero and Chip Davis, who sang hits by Diana Ross, 
Fleetwood Mac and Neil Diamond.

Friendship Club

CHIP DAVIS & ANDREA ROMERO GET THE 
FRIENDS SINGING ALONG WITH A ZESTY 

RENDITION OF “SWEET CAROLINE.”

BLOWING OUT THE CANDLES ARE BIRTHDAY 
CELEBRANTS (FROM LEFT) RICHARD RICE, MARY 

LARSON, JOHN WALKER & ANA CARMOUZE.

PAULINE BANYASZ, A MAY 
BIRTHDAY CELEBRANT, CUTS 
A SLICE OF BIRTHDAY CAKE.

JEAN MUSGRAVE, FLANKED BY HER 
MOTHER, MARGE YOUNG & SISTER, KATHY 
YOUNG, ATTENDS FRIENDSHIP CLUB FOR 

THE FIRST TIME.

VICKY ZAVILINSKY OF CHEVY CHASE, MD. (SECOND FROM RIGHT), 
A FRIENDSHIP CLUB GUEST, IS WELCOMED BY (FROM LEFT) KAREN 

MCNICKLE, JANET WEDDELL AND ERMA MCWILLIAMS.

All older adults are invited to join us in our efforts to make our 
"Golden Years" among the most beautiful of all! For additional information, please contact Erma McWilliams, 

(301) 774-2742 or emcwill436@aol.com.
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Bits of History
Whitechapel Bell Foundry Closed
Jack Lipscomb, History Committee 

In the March 2017 Epistle, this History column cited a press release by the Whitechapel 
Bell Foundry that the maker of the St. Paul’s UMC Handbells was to be closed in May of 
this year.  Another press release from the company in April confirms the end of United 
Kingdom’s oldest manufacturing company.  The last batch of tower bells at the East 
London premises on Whitechapel Road was cast in March.  Members of the Hughes 
family, which has owned the business since 1904, indicated in the release that the Foundry 
and its products will live on in several different ways.

The buildings on Whitechapel Road, which have housed the foundry since 1738, have been purchased by a buyer 
who is committed to respecting the historic status of the buildings and will perform much needed repairs on the site. 

The bell foundry archives, still owned by the Whitechapel Bell Foundry Ltd, will be conserved and catalogued by the 
London Metropolitan Archives.  The archives will be available to the public for research.

The very last tower bell that was cast by the foundry is destined for the Museum of London.  The Foundry has 
donated many artifacts to the Museum including old machinery.  The museum is planning displays about the Foundry 
and its products, notably Big Ben. 

The name itself, Whitechapel Bell Foundry, will continue.  The tower bells will be cast in 
the future by Westley Group Ltd.  Another company, Whites of Appleton Ltd, Church Bell 
Hangers, has purchased pattern equipment in order to continue making Whitechapel 
components. 

The musical handbells and associated supplies will be available for purchase from Bells of 
Whitechapel Ltd, along with a selection of the many different bells that the foundry has 
made, e.g., door bells and ships bells. 

So, the 279 year old foundry lives on in museum displays, historically restored buildings, 
and other companies.  The Foundry web site, whitechapelbellfoundry.co.uk, contains a 
wealth of information on the history of the Foundry and its products, as well as many 
interesting photographs. Ring on!

Send a Card or Note
Listed here are members who would appreciate your thoughts and expressions of care

Mrs. Lois Baker
333 Russell Avenue Kindley 
Building, Room 318 
Gaithersburg, MD 20877

Mrs. Marianne 
Blankenship
3501 Woodridge Avenue 
Wheaton, MD 20902

Ms. Janet Colwell 
Manor Care
11901 Georgia Ave., #239 
Wheaton, MD 20902

Mrs. Dorothea 
Depenbrock
1709 Luzerne Avenue 
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Mrs. Grace Lawson 
8413 Nunley Drive 
Apartment D 
Baltimore, MD 21234 

Mrs. Mae Miles 
3618 Littledale Road 
Apartment #318A 
Kensington, MD 20895

Mrs. Ruth Sylvester 
333 Russell Avenue 
Apartment #303 
Gaithersburg, MD 20877

Mrs. Margaret Thayer 
c/o Thomas Thayer
6114 Moonpatterns Trail 
Fairfax Station, VA 22039
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The Commission on a Way Forward was proposed by 
the Council of Bishops of The United Methodist Church 
and approved by the 2016 General Conference to do 
a complete examination and possible revision of every 
paragraph of the Book of Discipline concerning human 
sexuality and explore options that help to maintain and 
strengthen the unity of the church. The Commission 
consists of 32 United Methodists representing 
the theological and cultural diversity of a global 
denomination.  The Commission has met three times, 
including most recently in April in Washington, DC.  The 
next scheduled meeting is July 17-21 in Chicago.  The 
below is a message from the Commission’s 
moderators prior to the Judicial Council’s 
recent decision related to the election of 
Karen Oliveto as a Bishop of the church. 

“We live in the great fifty days, after the church 
has witnessed the presence of the risen Christ 
and before the coming of the Holy Spirit. It is a 
time of being together in community, discerning 
the future and depending on God.

The Commission on a Way Forward recently gathered for 
its third meeting. We studied the scriptures, shared meals, 
reflected honestly about our convictions and listened intently 
to each other’s hopes. We also began to think strategically 
and structurally about the future of our church, as we have 
been asked by the denomination to do.

In anticipation of the upcoming Judicial Council decision 
related to the election of Karen Oliveto as a Bishop of 
the church, we want to remind you of the context of our 
ongoing work. The Council of Bishops is committed to the 
unity of the church and the flourishing of its mission. One 

of the instruments of this unity is the Commission on a Way 
Forward, which is accountable to the Council of Bishops and 
through the Council to the General Conference.

We believe the Holy Spirit is operating through the 
Commission’s and Council’s leadership and conferencing. 
The conciliar work of the Commission happens concurrently 
with other legal, legislative, and supervisory processes. The 
members of the Judicial Council are elected by the General 
Conference. Their decisions are the product of their own sense 
of guidance.

The Commission on a Way Forward will continue its work 
after the Judicial Council decision, and the outcome 
of the decision is not the focus of our mandate. 
We urge the entire church to stay focused on the 
Commission’s work as our best opportunity to 
determine God’s leading for the church.

In the coming months we will move more deeply into 
the implications of being a global church that seeks 
to balance an approach to different and contextual 

understandings of LGBTQ identity with a desire for as much 
unity and connection as possible. We will be exploring this 
in the context of our mission and structure, and we will be 
developing models of listening and teaching in collaboration 
with the Council of Bishops and across annual conferences.

We encourage you to follow the work of the Commission on 
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. We are grateful for your 
prayers and indeed we depend upon them. And mostly we 
claim the promise of the scriptures, that God will pour out his 
spirit on all flesh! (Acts 2)”

Moderators of the Commission on a Way Forward,
Bishops David Yemba, Sandra Steiner Ball, & Ken Carter

Commission on a Way Forward

Human Sexuality & the UMC: An Information Session
Sunday, June 18 * Heavener Hall * After 10:30 a.m. Worship 

Please join Mike McCurry for an update on current activities and the latest issues involving the 
topic of human sexuality for the United Methodist Church both in the Baltimore-Washington 
Conference and the denomination.  Sponsored by the Justice and Compassion Committee.  
If you have questions, contact Anne Rush at annesprush@gmail.com.

Human Sexuality
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June 2017
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Notes: 1  2  
7pm Middle High 
UMYF 

3  
8am Pancake 
Breakfast 
9am Confirmation 
Class Rehearsal 
10am Pie with the 
Pastors 

4  
9am Worship with Communion 
9:30am Confirmation Class 
Photos 
9:30am Adult Sunday School 
9:30am June Choir 
9:55am Covenant Discipleship 
10:30am Worship with 
Communion 
10:45am Summer Sunday School 
11:30am Confirmation Class 
Family Potluck 
11:45am Communion Collect - 
Food Sorting 
12pm UMW Book Club 
7:45pm 2x4s Sundaes

5  
7pm 
Communion 
Collect - 
Distribution 

6  
10am Prayer Lift 
(final session) 
10:45am Lectionary 
Bible Study (final 
session) 
7pm Contemplative 
Tuesdays - Journey 
Group 

7  
10:30am Martha 
Circle 
6pm Joyful 
Ringers! Dinner 
6pm UMM Dinner 
6:30pm Joyful 
Ringers! Rehearsal 
7:30pm Lydia 
Circle 

8  9  
7pm Middle High 
UMYF 

10  
5pm Eagle Scout 
Court of Honor 

11  
9am Worship with Communion 
9:30am Adult Sunday School 
9:30am June Choir 
9:55am Covenant Discipleship 
10:30am Worship 
10:45am Summer Sunday School 
11:30am Youth Work Camp 
(South Dakota) Orientation & 
Lunch 

12  
1pm Staff 
Meeting 
7pm Stephen 
Ministers 
7pm Yarn 
Ministry 
7:30pm Adult 
Ed Committee 

13  
9:30am Friendship 
Club departs for trip 
to Tilghman Island 
7pm Journey Group

14 
5pm Council on 
Youth Ministries 
Meeting & Dinner 
6:30pm Joyful 
Ringers! Rehearsal 

15  
5pm Due Date 
for July-August 
Epistle articles 
7:30pm 2x4s 
Third Thursday 
Book Club 

16  
7pm Middle High 
UMYF 

17  

18 Father's Day 
9am Joyful Ringers! Rehearsal  
9am Worship with Communion 
9:30am Adult Sunday School 
9:30am June Choir 
9:55am Covenant Discipleship 
10:30am Worship 
10:45am Summer Sunday School 
11:45am Acolyte & Crucifer 
Training 
11:45am Human Sexuality & the 
UMC Update 

19  
9:30am VBS 
Youth Helper 
Training (group 
1) 
12pm VBS 
Youth Helper 
Training (group 
2) 

20  
9am Vacation Bible 
School: VBS Rocks! 
12:30pm Youth 
depart for Lunch at 
Kensington Park 
7pm Journey Group

21 
9am VBS Rocks! 

22  
9am VBS Rocks! 

23  
9am VBS Rocks! 
7pm Middle High 
UMYF (final 
session) 

24  

25  
9am Worship with Communion 
9:30am Adult Sunday School 
9:30am June Choir 
9:55am Covenant Discipleship 
10:30am Worship 
10:45am Summer Sunday School 
4:30pm Middle & Senior High 
UMYF Mini-Golf trip 

26  
1pm Staff 
Meeting 
7pm Yarn 
Ministry 

27  
7pm Journey Group 

28  
7pm Justice & 
Compassion 
Committee 

29  30  Notes: 

Epistle Article Submission Deadline - Thursday, June 15, 2017

The submission deadline for the Epistle is 
Thursday, June 15.  Please email your article 
(250 words) to stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org
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St. Paul’s United
Methodist Church
10401 Armory Avenue, 
Kensington, Maryland 20895

Worship 
     Schedule
9:00 a.m. 
Worship with Communion 
in the Sanctuary. Nursery 
Care Available.

10:30 a.m. 
Worship in the Sanctuary. 
Summer Sunday School & 
Nursery Care Available.

June
  Lectionary

June 4:      Acts 2:1-21 
June 11:   Matthew 28:16-20 
June 18:   Genesis 18:1-15 
June 25:   Genesis 21:8-21

Four Options 
for Receiving 
the Epistle...
EMAIL (color) 
Send an email to 
stpaulsunited@stpaulsk. 
org with "Email the Epistle" 

as the subject

DOWNLOAD (color) 
Go to the St. Paul's website 
stpaulsk.org to 
download a PDF version.

MAIL (B+W) 
To receive an Epistle in 
the mail, please contact
the church office.

PICK UP (B+W) 
Copies of the current 
Epistle are available in the 
Narthex and church office. June 2017




