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The PURPOSE of St. Paul's 
United Methodist Church is to 
invite and welcome all:
   •  To worship God
   •  To grow as disciples of

Jesus Christ
   •  To love and support one

another
   •  To do justice and live

compassionately in the
world

Letter From the Senior Pastor
My Dear Friends:

 Someone who thought I was too busy recently told me, “Look, this 
isn’t your first time at the rodeo.”  This was not a commentary on my skills on 
horseback. In the context of the moment this was an observation that after a 
decade of ministry at St. Paul’s I should know how to relax in the summer.   
 It has been busier than a rodeo around St. Paul’s these past couple of 
months, though, and moments of relaxation have been rarer than normal. 
Added to the usual energy of Vacation Bible School and Musical Theatre 
Camp have been the preparations for Rev. Rick Buckingham’s retirement 
at the end of July.  Our Sanctuary Choir is coming back in the middle of their 
own two month hiatus to sing one of his favorite anthems during worship on 
Sunday, July 30, and they’ll be joined by many members of Rick’s family and 
a few hundred of his closest friends.  Making this final worship service and 
the church picnic afterward special for a special friend has kept us busy at St. 
Paul’s.
 The Staff-Parish Relations Committee has also been busy.  After 
reviewing applications from several interested and qualified applicants, the 
SPRC has announced that Micah Smartt will be our new Youth Pastor and 
Meg Baker will be our new Director of Christian Education.
 Micah is a native of Texas, but has spent the last several years in our 
eastern midst.  He is a recent graduate of Wesley Theological Seminary with 
a Master of Divinity degree, and has served St. Paul’s as a pastoral intern and as 
Youth Ministry Assistant.  The sound of rejoicing you hear at St. Paul’s is coming 
from those youth who are grateful that Micah’s familiar and friendly face will 
now be leading them after Rick’s retirement.  Micah became engaged to Holly 
Johnston this past June.
 Meg is beloved by many at St. Paul’s and beyond.  She has been 
ubiquitous around here since her tall adult sons, Mitchell and Morgan, were 
little and active in the children’s and youth programs.  Many of our Hunger 
Ministry folks know Meg as the smiling face they see and work alongside as 
people get fed.  Meg has a Master of Arts degree from Wesley Theological 
Seminary and is pursuing a Doctor of Worship Studies degree from The 
Institute for Worship Studies in Jacksonville, Florida.
 With all these great additions to our staff, this does feel like my first time 
at this particular rodeo.  And from where I sit I can see it’s going to be a great 
ride.

 Light and peace in Jesus Christ,
 A.B. Snell
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Dear Family of Faith,   
 As many folks head in and out of town this summer, please know 
that we always love seeing you at St. Paul’s.  For one thing, I love hearing 
about where you have been and where 
you are planning to go.  I love the energy 
that people bring having just been on 
vacation or as they plan to go on their 
next adventure.  Over the last couple of 
months in Claire’s Corner, I asked about 
your favorite natural settings.  Thank you 
for sending in pictures that capture your 
favorite views of God’s landscapes. 
 In mid-June, my family and I 
went to West Virginia for a week with 
my best friend, Lauren, and her family.  
Looking over our digital album, I see that 
there are very few views that don’t include faces: kids with mouths full 

of s’mores at a campfire, babies on a lake 
beach, and adults feeding goats on a farm.  
There are certainly times when we need 
both the beauty of the setting and the 
lovely remembrance of who we were with 
as we enjoyed a beautiful place.
 I wish you many such memory-
making opportunities in the weeks 
ahead, friends.  I hope you discover some 
meditative moments looking out unto the 
world and also get some snapshots with 
those who are dear to you.  Perhaps there 
are also moments when you won’t have 
your camera in hand, that’s okay, too.  I’ll 

look forward to hearing your stories.  

May you enjoy the beauty before 
you wherever you land!

 Gratefully,
 Rev. Claire
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Farewell from Rev. Buckingham
Dear friends young and old,

 Little did I imagine when I came to St. Paul’s in the summer of 1985 
that I would spend the remainder of my career in this one place of service, or 
that I would be blessed beyond blessing with your continual love and support.  
I was told by the hiring committee that none of my immediate predecessors 
had remained in the position for more than eighteen months, and there was a 
concern that I would be willing to make a longer-term commitment.  Let this be 
a warning to be careful what you ask for!
 My plan for this youth ministry from the beginning was to create 
a Christ-centered program that would be a friendly, welcoming, safe and 
accepting place for all youth to come and be themselves.  I strove to achieve a 
balance between fun and fellowship, teaching and learning, prayer and worship, 
sharing our stories, and service to others.  I came to realize that the faith journey 
continues in its most critical phase when our young people move on to college 
or the military at age 18 or so, and so I initiated a program of visiting students, 
soldiers and sailors on their respective campuses throughout the United 
States.  My intention was to represent the continuing care of Christ and his 
church.  I estimate that since 1990 I have made two hundred such visits to 150 
different students on college campuses in 24 states, DC and Quebec, as well 
as visits to military personnel from Florida to Montana to Hawaii.  I will always 
regard this as one of the most important aspects of my legacy at St. Paul’s.
 In addition, I have treasured congregational support for the many 
fellowship and educational trips and pilgrimages I have been blessed to lead, 
including eight to The Holy Land, half of them, youth groups.  I have believed that, in every case, the relationships 
built and enhanced on these adventures have made our entire congregation stronger.
 I thank you as well for supporting me over the years in my efforts to participate and provide leadership 
in various ministries in our Baltimore-Washington Conference, including the Boards of Diaconal and Ordained 
Ministry, the meetings and planning required for the creation of the annual youth ROCK retreat, and other 
educational and youth work.  Thanks to you I have been able to provide leadership in my professional organization, 
Christians Engaged in Faith Formation, and serve nine times as an official United Methodist voting delegate to 
the World Diakonia Federation and its regional component, DOTAC.
 From the day I experienced the rebirth which Christ our Lord offers if we but take the risk of faith, February 
29, 1976, the Holy Spirit has led me on this new and wonderful journey.  I know that as I transition into retirement, 
the same Spirit will continue to lead and guide me, and the knowledge of your continuing love and prayers will 
continue to bless me, even as I must sever the pastoral ties which have bound us in ministry together these many 
years.  I take comfort, however, in knowing that the blessed tie that binds our hearts in Christian love will never be 
broken, in this life or the next.  

 Thank you, and thanks be to God.
 Rev. Buckingham

Join us on Sunday, July 30 as we celebrate the 32 years of Rev. Buckingham's dedicated service at St. Paul's and 43 
years of youth ministry.  Immediately following the 10:30 worship service, we will head across the street to Reinhardt 

Park for food, fellowship, and special recognition of Rick's years of devoted ministry at our Annual Church Picnic.  

You will not want to miss this very special Sunday at St. Paul's!
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Congregational Care

Thank You!
Dear St. Paul's Friends and Family,

 I want to thank you all for your prayers, healing thoughts and inspiring 
cards during my recent surgery and recovery.  I know they helped me heal 
more quickly. Thanks to Mary Revenis for bringing the altar flowers the first 
Sunday I was out of the hospital. They were beautiful! Also, thanks to Pastor 
Claire for visiting and praying with me at the hospital before and after surgery, 
coming to my house, and checking up on me through texts with Pammy. I 
feel truly blessed to have my St. Paul’s family. 

 Sincerely,

 Scott Martin

Thank You!
Dear Friends in Mission,

 Thank you for partnering with the United Methodist Committee on 
Relief (UMCOR). Through your gifts, you are helping to provide humanitarian 
relief when war, conflict, or natural disaster disrupts life to such an extent 
that communities are unable to recover on their own. 
 Through the compassion and solidarity of faithful friends like you, 
UMCOR is able to provide comfort to those impacted by disasters like 
earthquakes and storms, food for the hungry, and healthcare to those 
who otherwise would have none. These are just a sampling of the good 
works that gifts like yours make possible. One hundred percent of your 
gift through The Advance, the designated giving channel of the United 
Methodist Church, will go directly to the people who need it most. Thank 
you for giving so generously. This gift will bring hope to those who need it 
most. 

 Grace and Peace,

 Roland Fernandes & Mary Andreolli

Card 
Ministry

Send a card and put a smile 
on someone's face! Stop by the 
Visitor’s Desk and pick up a card 

to send. Cards are stamped & 
addressed. You only need to 

write a note or sign it and 
put it in the mail. It's 

easy!

Thank You!
Dear St. Paul's Family,

 I want to thank all members for their many good prayers, cards, calls, 
food, and rides that have sustained me during my long and arduous recovery 
from hip replacement and the two major setbacks I experienced. Although 
I’m not 100% yet, I continue to work to regain my stamina and energy 
without pain. I am truly appreciative of your care and concern. 

 With much gratitude,

 Susan Schwarz

Educational 
Award Thank 
You!
Dear St. Paul's,

 I want to say thank you 
very much for the education-
al award. I will be attending 
Howard University in the Fall 
and I am very much looking 
forward to the opportunity. 
This award will help me very 
much as I am a music major 
at the university and will be 
needing money for equip-
ment and repair along with 
other college finances. I can’t 
express how thankful I am to 
the church. I have gone to this 
church all my life and consider 
myself pretty religious. And 
so this award means so much 
to me coming from my own 
church. Thank you all so much 
again.
 I hope you all have a 
wonderful summer.

 Best,

 Walt Beck
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Thank You!
To My Dear St. Paul's Ministers and My St. Paul's Church Family,

 I want to thank you all for your love and many prayers and cards that 
uplifted me and truly helped with my healing and recuperation from my knee 
replacement surgery. We have the best and most loving faith community at St. 
Paul’s. 

 Love to all of you,

 Elaine Niedecker

Celebration of Birth
Special flowers graced the Sanctuary in 
May & June to celebrate the births of…

Harvey Daniel Schuler
Son of Daniel & Kelci Schuler and 
Grandson of Tim & Karen Schuler

Hannah Louise Stafford
Granddaughter of Randy & Susan 

Denchfield

Educational Award Thank You!
Dear St. Paul's Educational Award Committee,

 I would like to express my gratitude for the scholarship I received in May. 
I was happy to learn I was among those who had been chosen. I plan to study 
Communications at the College of Charleston and this award will help lighten 
the financial burden. Thank you again for your generosity! I will miss St. Paul’s 
while I am away!

 Regards,

 Ally Ordorff

Send a Card 
or Note

Listed are members 
who would appreciate 

your thoughts and your 
expressions of care

Mrs. Janet Dennis
2700 Barker Street

Apartment #343
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Mr. Paul Harding
12615  Holdridge Road

Silver Spring, MD 20906

Mrs. Aileen Hunt
3112 Gracefield Road

PV #421
Silver Spring, MD 20904

Mrs. Esther McCraw
401 Russell Avenue

Apartment #716
Gaithersburg, MD 20877

Ms. Susie Propes
3301 S. Leisure World Blvd.

Apartment #2E
Silver Spring, MD 20906

Mrs. Helen Strang
16000 Woodview Terrace

Laurel, MD 20707

Mrs. Hazel Wright
333 Russell Avenue

Kindley Building, Room 407
Gaithersburg, MD 20877

Sympathy
Our deepest sympathy is expressed to 
these members who mourn the loss of 
loved ones who passed away during 

the months of May & June

Christine King & Family
following the death of her brother

Molly Allen
following the death of her 

grandmother

Kay McMullen & Family
following the death of her 

husband, Dick

Family of George Lehman
following his death

Sylvia Barnes & Family
following the death of her father
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Summer for Youth & Young Adults
Summer 2017 is a special time for youth activities at St. Paul’s.  In mid-June, many  
youth served as helpers in our very successful Vacation Bible School, “VBS 
Rocks!”  Our sponsored Boy Scout Troop #439 sent a sizable contingent to 
their annual encampment at Goshen Scout Camp in Virginia in late June.  
On Tuesday, June 20, youth led community worship at the Kensington Park 
Retirement Community, and will participate in a Day of Community Service 
there on Tuesday, July 18.  

From July 8-15, eleven Senior Highers and four adults will work to maintain the 
homes of elderly, disabled or indigent home-owners during our Group Work Camp 
on the Rosebud Lakota Sioux Indian Reservation in St. Francis South Dakota.  Concurrently 
our annual Music Theatre Camp, July 10-14, will prepare a musical with a cast of dozens of children and youth.  In 
late July and early August, six youth and two adults will trek 45 miles along the Wilderness Trail.  Others attended 
conference summer camps at West River or Manidokan.  Finally, a contingent of Senior Highers and college students 
will participate in our ninth Volunteers-In-Mission trip to Ciudad Sandino, Nicaragua in early August.

We are especially thankful for our adult volunteers, including Meg Baker, Jay Codner, Shari Connor, Amy Frontz, 
Athena Gaalswyk, Jackie Hartmann, Robin Mayhew, Laura Simpson, Lucy Snell, Susie Snell and Micah Smartt, 
who gave much time, energy and leadership in making these events possible.

At the end of July, Rev. Rick Buckingham will retire from 43 years of youth ministry, the past 32 of them at St. 
Paul’s.  His ministry and legacy will be celebrated in worship on Sunday, July 30, followed by a church picnic, 
weather permitting.  All current and former youth who have been a part of his ministry are invited to come and 
share in the celebration.  Please bring tissues.

Youth News

2017-2018 Youth Ministry Programming
Middle High UMYF begins on Friday, August 25th and Senior High UMYF begins on Sunday, September 10th 
with informational meetings for parents during the first twenty minutes of each evening.

All youth entering 6th through 12th grades are invited to participate in our Middle High or Senior High Youth 
Fellowships.  The schedule for all of our meetings and activities is mailed monthly in the newsletter, "Just For YOUth”.  

Our Middle High UMYF meets Fridays at 7:00-8:30pm, and our Senior High UMYF meets Sundays at 7:00-8:30pm.  
Senior High UMYF includes a recreation time at 6:30pm.  Parents are asked to drop off and pick up youth from 
the Multipurpose Room or the Armory Avenue parking lot.  The program includes several weekend retreats and 
other off-campus events during the course of the year.  All parents are asked to sign up to chaperone, and provide 
refreshments during the calendar year.  The sign-up sheet will be available at the first youth meetings of the school 
year.

What does it mean to “love one another” as Jesus taught?  What does it mean to be “church?” Leave the 
pressures and baggage of school behind, and  find a place to be yourself. 

UMYF is a safe, welcoming community where young people learn how to be God’s people!
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United Methodist Men
Supper & Mini Golf
We hope that your summer provides lots of time for relaxing and 
recharging!  The annual UMM mini golf outing is on July 12.  We'll 
meet at church at 6:30pm, go to Bohrer Park in Gaithersburg for mini 
golf, followed by a trip to Cheeburger Cheeburger for a late supper, 
returning around 10:00pm.  It's a great event to bring your kids!  Please 
sign up in the church office.

Fall 2017 Schedule
Our Fall activities are tied to the schedule for renovations.  Assuming the Heavener Hall 
is available, our first Men's Supper will be on October 4, and the Fall Yard and Apple 
Sales will be a few weeks later.  We hope to see you there!

UMM

Don’t forget: We include all male members and friends of St. Paul’s as members of The United 
Methodist Men. There are no dues or fees to join - so come and be with us!

“The purpose of the 
United Methodist Men 
is to engage in a variety 

of Christ-centered 
activities for the benefit 

of the ministries, 
programs and activities 

of the church and its 
members.”

For more information, 
contact Steve Lillie 

stevelillie@verizon.net or 
(301) 942-6130

June 2017 Meeting
Jon Melegrito, Friendship Club Historian 
& Photographer

 On June 13, more than 50 members 
of the Friendship Club (FC) boarded an air-
conditioned bus for their annual outing 
to Tilghman Island during one of the 
hottest days of the year.  The road trip was 
nonetheless enjoyable and informative.  On 
the way, Jim Heins spoke about the history 
of Chesapeake Bay oysters, and hard-
working fishermen on the Eastern Shore 
who used to harvest 15 million bushels a 
day, thanks to female oysters who can lay a 
million eggs.
 After a seafood lunch at the 
Cheasapeake House, FC members spent 
a few hours shopping at St. Michaels.  The 
bus returned safely to St. Paul’s later in the 
afternoon, in time to beat rush hour traffic.
 Arranging and coordinating the trip 
are Jerry Watkins and Phil Hein with Steve 
Warner and John Scheier assisting.  Claire 
Kordella, who missed the outing, donated 
energy bars and snacks.  Fun was had by all!

Friendship Club

GARLENE TOWNE LIKES 
THE SIGN POSTED AT THE 

CHESAPEAKE HOUSE.

All older adults are invited to join us in our efforts to make our 
"Golden Years" among the most beautiful of all!  For more information, 

contact Erma McWilliams, (301) 774-2742 or emcwill436@aol.com.

GIL CLARK AND JIM SMITH 
ENJOY THE ICE CREAM AT ST. 

MICHAELS.

JOHN SCHEIER 
DISTRIBUTES SNACKS 
& BOTTLED WATER TO 
FRIENDS ON THE BUS.

JIM HEINS TALKS 
ABOUT OYSTERS & 

THE EASTERN SHORE 
FISHERMEN WHO 
HARVEST THEM.

FRIENDS WAIT 
FOR THEIR 

MEAL AT THE 
CHESAPEAKE 

HOUSE.

BETSY WALKER HAS 
FLOUNDER FOR LUNCH.



8   EPISTLE  |  JULY & AUGUST 2017

Bits of History
The Incompatibility Clause
Jack Lipscomb, History Committee 

By action of the General Conference (GC) of 1972, the clause, “incompatible 
with the Christian doctrine” was added to the Human Sexuality section of the 
Social Principles, which in the 1968 Discipline had been separate presentations 
of The Methodist Church (TMC) and of the Evangelical United Brethren 
(EUB) social statements.  In General Conferences since 1972, other sections of 
the Discipline have been amended in similar fashion, e.g., ordination candidacy, 
the marriage ceremony, and project funding.  The Discipline was nearly 200 
years old when this change was made, having been published first in 1785.

The latest issue of Methodist History, April 2017, Volume LV, Number 3, 
contains an article written by Rev. Robert W. Sledge, about the origins of what is 
referred to as the “incompatibility clause.”  Rev. Sledge is a retired clergy member 
of the Rio Texas Conference, formerly the Southwest Texas Conference.  He 
is a life member of the Historical Society of the United Methodist Church and 
a Distinguished Professor of History emeritus at McMurry University.  In a full 
disclosure statement, Rev. Sledge described his participation in many of the events described in the article and his 
personal relationship with several of the persons involved. 

The article, “The Saddest Day: Gene Leggett and the Origins of the Incompatible Clause,” is a detailed account of the 
persons and events that led to the words becoming a part of the UMC Discipline of 1972. 

The author of the words of the amendment to the 1968 Discipline was an attorney from Texas, Donald J. Hand.  He 
was a lay delegate to the 1971 annual conference of the Southwest Texas Conference and witnessed the chaos within 
the conference gathering over the ordination of gay clergy.  At his second annual conference as a lay delegate, he was 
elected to be a delegate to the General Conference of 1972, held in Atlanta, Georgia. 

This GC was the first after the creation of the UMC from the historic merger of TMC and the EUB in 1968.  As described 
in the first paragraph above, the Social Principles of the two denominations were being combined.  During the 
extended discussion on the subject of homosexuality, Don Hand stepped forward with his proposed wording and 
it was accepted.  Later, Don Hand would say that the amendment was  “a concern; an inspiration; a response to that 
inspiration; and the courage to stand up and present the words deemed . . . to be an acceptable solution to the 
dilemma before the body.”    

This article is further complicated by the events related to two ordained pastors, Rev. Wil Schaefer and Rev. Gene 
Leggett.  The actions of these two pastors roiled the annual conferences of the Southwest Texas Conference during 
1970-73. 

Methodist History is a quarterly journal of the UMC General Commission of Archives and History.  Issues may be 
accessed online at www.gcah.org.

Pick up your copy of the St. Paul's History Book today!  The sale price for the History Book is now $10!

Contact Jack Lipscomb at 301-774-2761 or jplipscomb@verizon.net for more information on this article, on 
the committee, or to purchase the history book.
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Faith Journey of a 1967 Confirmand

 This Easter season brings me to a major milestone 
in my life.  Fifty years ago, I carried forth the promise that 
my parents made at my infant baptism by choosing to 
be confirmed at St. Paul’s.  Along with about 60 other 
confirmands, I elected to become a member of both 
the Church-at-large and specifically St. Paul’s.  After 
completing several months of special classes, on Palm 
Sunday 1967, each of us accepted the responsibilities of 
receiving blessings from and giving gifts of ourselves to 
this special Christian family.  Most of us were 11-year-old 
sixth graders, although there were a few who were a year 
or two older.  But no younger, as this was the earliest age 
deemed mature enough to make this weighty decision.
 At the time, I had no idea of the impact this action 
would make on my life or what I was agreeing to take on.  
Certainly, at that time, I was largely influenced by tradition 
and expectations, and not by any 
real personal insight or calling.  
My parents had joined St. Paul’s 
shortly after we moved to the 
area in late 1961.   Before we 
moved, we were part of Ager 
Road UMC.  My parents had 
married in the Methodist Church.  
My paternal grandparents were 
members at Hughes UMC and 
later transferred to St. Paul’s.  My 
mother’s side of the family were part of the Southern Baptist 
fellowship.  My church friends were in this confirmation 
class.  Of course, I would join this confirmation class of  
1967 – it’s what was done.
 That Sunday I was ready with my new dress, new 
white patent leather shoes, real nylon stockings, red-
lettered Bible with white leather cover, and most precious 
of all, a gold cross necklace.  The contrast of my finery 
(although mostly covered by my white confirmation robe) 
with the somewhat bleak surroundings of the basement 
of what is now Heavener Hall, was not lost on me.  I was 
more than a little annoyed that the sanctuary fire of 1966 
had interfered with my vision of appropriately beautiful 
worship surroundings in which to hold this event.  So, this 
was the setting for the start of my Christian faith journey; I 
obviously had a long way to go and no real idea of where I 
was going or how I would “get there,” but I did believe that 
I would figure it out.

 Even with this somewhat less than auspicious 
beginning, it did indeed turn out to be OK.  I had set myself 
on a path forward to grow in my faith.  Early years post-
confirmation found me involved in Christian community 
experiences: regular attendance at Sunday worship, junior 
high Methodist Youth Fellowship (MYF) activities, drama 
performances, singing in the adult choir during high 
school, senior MYF/Teens and Twenties (TNT) retreats, 
Wednesday New Wine fellowship, Praise the Lord (PTL) 
meetings.  It was at one of these retreats, surrounded by 
supportive friends (special thanks to Mr. Charlie Peele and 
Rev. Rob Burdette), when I truly understood and accepted 
my earlier, naïve commitment.  I rededicated myself to 
achieving a deeper fulfillment of that original pledge.
 As the years have passed, my family and I have 
continued to support St. Paul’s and our community-at-large 

with service and gifts even as we 
rely upon our St. Paul’s family to 
sustain us during times of need.  
We’ve sung, ushered, performed 
drama, taught Sunday School, 
prepared communion meals, 
made new friends, married, 
christened our children, grown, 
celebrated milestone birthdays 
and anniversaries, and faced 
illness, death, and loneliness.  

Some of us selected community service careers.  The 
individual people with whom we have been blessed to 
share these experiences are too many to name; however, 
we are extremely grateful that they have been with us.  
 At this 50th anniversary of my confirmation, I 
understand that I am the only one from that 1967 group to 
retain my St. Paul’s membership.  Many have left the area, 
but I have been able to remain in some contact with several 
of my fellow confirmands and additional St. Paul’s friends 
through what is now fondly referred to as the “TNT Old 
Winers” group.  Also apparently unusual is that my entire 
formal faith journey started with and has remained with St. 
Paul’s.  I sometimes supported projects with other religious 
communities, but St. Paul’s has been and will always be 
“home.”  I’m hopeful that I will mark my 75th confirmation 
anniversary in 2042.  I hope to be as blessed with St. Paul’s 
fellowship then as I am today.

We shared portions of Crystal King Fitzgibbons' reflections on Heritage Sunday, April 30, 2017 in worship as we celebrated her 
fifty years of membership at St. Paul's.   Here is her full testimony.
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Stephen Minister Training Starts in September! 

There is a continuing need to add a few women to the Stephen Ministry group this year.  Training 
begins in September this year.  This is a heart-felt ministry where those who participate in it 
get much in return.  If it’s been on your heart to reach out to the St. Paul’s congregation and the 
Kensington community to provide spiritual care to those who need it, contact Rev. Matheny or 
Virginia Bickford (301) 598-5496 for more information.

Stephen Minister Training

Tuesday, August 1  *  Tuesday, September 5  *  7:00-8:30pm 

The St. Paul’s Fall Craft Fair will be here before we know it!  The lazy days of summer can be the 
perfect time to get creative and make some of your favorite crafts.  Please keep the Fall Craft Fair 
in mind and plan to donate one or more of your crafts to this year’s Craft Fair ministry.  All types 
of crafts -- photos, art work, glass work, jewelry, pottery, sewing, knitting, etc., will be 
gratefully accepted.  Money raised by the Craft Fair sales will bring wonderful 
blessings to others as all proceeds will be donated to a great cause.

Fall Craft Fair

Please contact Mary Revenis at mrevenis@cnmc.org or Helen 
Quave at hquave@yahoo.com if you have crafts to donate, you 
would like to volunteer, or have a suggestion for a worthy charity.

Carroll House Shelter Meal
Friday, July 28 - Men gather to make a meal for serving.
Sunday, July 30 - Men serve at the Carroll House Men's Shelter.
Stay tuned for more details!

Third Thursday Book Club
We will next meet 7:30-9:00pm on August 17 at Rachel and Jim King's Home for 
our July/August read, Why Nations Fail by Daron Acemoglu and James Robinson.  
Brilliant and engagingly written, Why Nations Fail answers the question that has 
stumped the experts for centuries: Why are some nations rich and others poor, divided 
by wealth and poverty, health and sickness, food and famine?  Get reading now--it's a 
hearty book that promises to spark lively discussion.

August Lunch
The Backpack Build held by the Justice and Compassion Committee will be on Sunday, August 20, following the 
10:30am worship service.  The 2x4 Ministry will provide lunch to adult volunteers and kids following the Build in 
Heavener Hall. Come build backpacks and friendships!

2x4s (20s-40s) Ministry Highlights
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Tuesday, August 1  *  Tuesday, September 5  *  7:00-8:30pm 

Do you long for a deeper faith?  A stronger connection to the divine in your life?  Do you desire a 
quieter mind and a bigger heart?  Would you like to make a connection with others at St. Paul’s?  
Would you simply like some stillness and silence in your life to listen for God?  ALL are welcome!

The evening content will vary, but generally will consist of prayer, scripture, poetry, journaling, 
music and always a period of silent meditation.  Please contact Kenzie Raulin with any questions 
(301) 237-1520 or kenzier@rcn.com

Contemplative Tuesdays

Crisp & Juicy  *  Last Wednesday of Each Month  *  11:00am-9:00pm 

Please help Meals on Wheels Wheaton by dining at Crisp & Juicy, at 10534 
Connecticut Avenue, Kensington!  The owner has generously offered to sponsor a 
fundraiser on the last Wednesday of each month.  He will donate 20 percent of 
the proceeds if you indicate you are supporting Meals on Wheels-Wheaton.  Diners 
can eat in or take out from 11:00am-9:00pm.   Meals on Wheels-Wheaton is a small 
nonprofit providing two meals a day to elderly, housebound individuals.

Contact Anne Rush at annesprush@gmail.com of the Justice & Compassion Committee if you have any questions.

Meals on Wheels

Rev. Claire Matheny, Justice & Compassion Committee 

St. Paul's is dedicated to addressing local and global hunger.  The Justice 
and Compassion Team would like to thank those who helped pack 
meals for our Great Day of Service on April 30!  Our 30,000+ meals were 
added to a shipping container with 285,120 meals from the National 
Capital warehouse.  Our meals this year will be received for distribution by 
Convoy of Hope in El Salvador.  Rise Against Hunger meals serve 20,000 
beneficiaries in El Salvador in 100 different feeding centers such as public 
and private schools in areas where food insecurity is greatest.

Rise Against Hunger Update

Backpack Build
Sunday, August 20, 2017  *  11:30am  *  Heavener Hall 

Once again Justice & Compassion is partnering with Interfaith Works to get backpacks and 
supplies to needy children in time for the start of school.  Collection of supplies begins Sunday, 
July 30 and ends Wednesday, August 16.  We will build the backpacks after the 10:30am worship 
service on Sunday, August 20.  A list of needed supplies will be available at the St. Paul's website 
and in the church office (financial contributions are also welcome).  Contact Angela Harvey at 
aeharvey1007@hotmail.com or Leigha Gordillo at leighamj@gmail.com with any questions.
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Adult Education Opportunities
Fall 2017 Classes
Starting September 2017  *  Monday & Tuesday Evenings 

This fall, St. Paul’s Adult Education Committee will again sponsor our popular program of short-term classes for adults, 
one longer-term evening class, and continuing our Adult Sunday School class.  Due to expected building renovations, 
Heavener Hall will not be available, so we will be temporarily suspending the supper we have enjoyed for several 
years.  The absence of the meal does mean that we have additional flexibility in scheduling classes.  Beginning the week 
of September 10 we will offer two classes on Monday evenings and two classes on Tuesday evenings, beginning 
on September 11 and September 12 respectively.  Most classes will run consecutively for six weeks.  Please see the 
individual class schedules for details.

Participants will meet in their respective classrooms for discussion/study groups.  Registration for all classes will open on 
the St. Paul’s website, and in the Narthex, on Sunday mornings, August 20 & 27 and September 3 & 10.  The fee for each 
course is $12.00.  Please make checks payable to “St. Paul’s United Methodist Church.”

Methodism in the Modern 
World
September 11 to October 16  *  Monday Evenings
Emily Sama-Miller & Rich Higgins 

The class will consider our United Methodist approach 
to church polity, understanding scripture, and decision-
making as we approach the reporting of the Commission 
on A Way Forward at the February 2019 Special Called 
Session of the General Conference on the church’s stance 
on LGBTQ issues.

Emily Sama-Miller was raised and confirmed in the 
UMC and has long been interested in the organization 
and decision-making of the denomination, and ongoing 
spiritual formation. This will be her first time teaching 
this course, although her professional and volunteer 
background include experience in teaching, facilitating 
small-group group discussions, fostering conversation 
and collaboration across groups of people with different 
perspectives and priorities, and (US) policymaking. She 
looks forward to using those experiences and interests to 
support this important class.
 
Rich Higgins works as a Manager of Policy & Planning for 
the Maryland Department of Commerce.  Rich is a long-
time member of St. Paul's UMC.  Along with Marge and 
their two adult sons they have found the faith community 
here to be very enriching and supportive.

Comics and Christianity
September 11 to October 16  *  Monday Evenings
Micah Smartt 

This class will explore the ways in which the Bible and 
contemporary issues the church faces informs the 
writing of comic book heroes. Topics covered will include 
discussions on Creation and Origins, Death, Resurrection, 
Heroes and Antiheroes, and more. Readings will primarily 
come from the Bible and selected comic books. We will 
also be watching clips from various superhero movies to 
further our discussions.  

Micah Smartt is the new Youth Pastor here at St. Paul’s.  He 
obtained his Master of Divinity Degree and a Certificate of 
Theology and Art in May 
of this year from the 
Wesley Theological 
Seminary in
Washington,
D.C.  His 
work has 
included 
using pop 
culture as a 
way to see 
Biblical parallels 
in everyday life.

Registration for Fall 2017 Adult Education Classes begins August 20 in person on Sunday 
mornings following both worship services or on the St. Paul's Website

Lectionary 
Bible Studies

Our weekly Lectionary Bible 
Studies will again take place 

on Tuesdays at 10:30am in St. 
Paul's Cleveland Library.  
No pre-registration or fee is 

required!
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Romans Bible Study
September 12 to November 21  *  Tuesday Evenings
Vern Schinski 

We will be using Warren Wiersbe's book, Be Right (Romans): 
How to Be Right with God, Yourself and Others.

Every Christian desires to "be right" about their faith.  
How we live out our faith holds eternal significance.  But 
in order to be right, we must know what, why, and how 
come we believe in Christ.  It can be argued that no book 
of the Bible has had a greater effect on Christianity than 
the book of Romans.  Martin Luther described it as "the 
most important piece in the New Testament," and wrote; 
"It is well worth a Christian's while not only to memorize it 
word for word but also to occupy himself with it daily, as 
though it were the daily bread of the soul."  In this classic 
commentary by Dr. Warren Wiersbe, you can refresh 
your own understanding of this seminal work, Paul's 
masterpiece letter to the church in Rome.  Dr. Wiersbe's 
careful exposition of the text allows the truth to soak in 
to your heart and mind as you read and understand these 
essential truths of Scripture.

Vern Schinski is a retired Navy Captain and medical 
school VP who led mission and outreach programs for 
20 years.  He has been involved leading small 
groups and Disciple classes for many years.  
Vern developed this study on Romans to 
fill the delay between the publishing 
of Disciple III and IV.  He prefers class 
discussion to lecture. 

The Sermon on the Mount 
& The Sermon on the Plain
September 12 to November 21  *  Tuesday Evenings
Bob Nordstrom 

“Blessed are the poor inspirit, for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven.”  Matthew opens his presentation of Jesus’ 
teaching commonly referred to as the Sermon on the 
Mount with these words.  They are comforting words to 
the people of first century Palestine as they listened to 
the teaching.  But Jesus is not always comforting, and 
his words are not always easy to accept and understand.  
In this 6-week series, we will look carefully at the lessons 
Jesus teaches us from the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 
5 – 6) and his Sermon on the Plain (Luke 6).  The different 
perspectives of Matthew and Luke are seen in the ways 
that each author presents the subject of Jesus’ teachings.  
All you need is your Bible, a willingness to discuss your 
ideas, and the class notes that will be handed out before 
the first session.

Dr. Robert J. Nordstrom is Branch Chief, Image Guided 
Interventions, Cancer Imaging Program at the National 
Cancer Institute, National Institutes of Health.  A student 
of The Bible for many years, Bob taught a course on 

the Gospel of Mark during Lent 2015 and led a 
Supper & Study course on The Revelation to 

John in Spring 2017. 

More Adult Education

Disciple Bible 
Study
September 12  *  Tuesday 
Evenings
Rev. Adam Snell 

A new Disciple I Bible Study class is also 
forming!  This class will meet on Tuesdays at 7:00-
9:00pm throughout the school year, beginning on 
Tuesday, September 12.  The class will be led by our 
senior pastor, Rev. Adam Snell.  This year-long survey of 
The Bible will reveal to you the major themes of our faith 
which connect the Old and New Testaments, culminating 
in a clearer understanding of Jesus.

Archaeology 
Forums

The St. Paul’s Adult Education 
Committee encourages our members 

to take advantage of the ongoing 
educational opportunities provided through 

the Biblical Archaeology Forum. This local 
community group’s monthly lectures bring together 
leading Bible scholars and archaeologists to enlighten us 
in our understanding of the Biblical tests and the Biblical 
world.  Look for a monthly announcement and description 
of the current offering in upcoming editions of The Epistle.

Adult 
Sunday School

Our Adult Sunday School Class 
led by Michael Gibson, meets in the 
Church Parlor (Room 208) on Sunday 

mornings at 9:30-10:15am.  They 
will continue studying the Letter 

to the Hebrews.
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July 2017
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1  
10am Pie with the 
Pastors 

2  
9am Worship with Communion 
9:30am Adult Sunday School 
9:55am Covenant Discipleship 
10:30am Worship with 
Communion 
10:45am Summer Sunday 
School 

3  
Church closes at 12:00 
noon. 

4 Independence 
Day 
Church and offices 
closed 

5  
10am Stephen 
Ministers 

6  
7pm Musical 
Theatre Camp 
Auditions 
7pm SPRC meeting 

7  
 

8  
6am Work Camp 
depart for South 
Dakota 
3pm Musical 
Theatre Camp 
Auditions 

9  
9am Worship with Communion 
9:30am Adult Sunday School 
9:55am Covenant Discipleship 
10:30am Worship 
10:45am Summer Sunday 
School 
11:45am Food Sorting 

10  
9am Musical Theatre 
Camp 
1pm Staff Meeting 
7pm Communion 
Collect 
7pm Yarn Ministry 

11  
9am Musical Theatre 
Camp 

12  
9am Musical Theatre 
Camp 

13  
9am Musical 
Theatre Camp 

14  
9am Musical 
Theatre Camp 

15  
 

16  
1am Work Camp Returns from 
South Dakota 
9am Worship 
9:30am Adult Sunday School 
9:55am Covenant Discipleship 
10:30am Worship 
10:45am Summer Sunday 
School  
11:45am SPRC meeting 

17  
7pm Nicaragua VIM 
Meeting 

18  
9am Youth 
Community Service 
Day 
4pm UMYF Rick’s 
Farewell Party 
7pm Journey Group 

19  
 

20  
12pm Staff Lunch 

21  
 

22  
 

23  
9am Worship with Communion 
9:30am Adult Sunday School 
9:55am Covenant Discipleship 
10:30am Worship 
10:45am Summer Sunday 
School 
11:45am Rick’s Silent Auction 
11:45am Wilderness Trail 
Meeting 

24  
1pm Staff Meeting 
7pm Yarn Ministry 

25  
 

26  
 

27  
 

28  
 

29  
 

30 
8am Wilderness Trail Hikers 
Depart 
9am Worship with Communion 
9:30am Adult Sunday School 
9:55am Covenant Discipleship 
10:30am Worship 
10:30am Summer Sunday 
School 
12pm Church Picnic with Rev. 
Rick Buckingham Retirement 
Celebration 

31  
 

Notes: 

 

Epistle Article Submission Deadline - August 15, 2017
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August 2017
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1  
7pm Contemplative 
Tuesdays 

2  
 

3  
 

4  
 

5  
10am Pie with the 
Pastors 

6  
9am Worship with 
Communion 
9:30am Adult Sunday 
School 
9:55am Convenant 
Discipleship 
10:30am Worship with 
Communion 
10:30am Summer 
Sunday School 
11:45am Food Sorting 

7  
7pm Communion 
Collect Food 
Distribution 

8  
11:30am Friendship 
Club 
7pm Journey Group 

9  
 

10  
 

11  
 

12  
 

13  
9am Worship with 
Communion 
9:30am Adult Sunday 
School 
9:55am Covenant 
Discipleship 
10:30am Worship 
10:30am Summer 
Sunday School 
 

14  
1pm Staff Meeting 
7pm Stephen 
Ministers 

15  
12pm Tuesdays 
Together 
7pm Journey Group 

16  
 

17  
7pm 2x4s Book Club 

18  
 

19  
 

20  
9am Worship with 
Communion 
9:30am Adult Sunday 
School 
9:55am Covenant 
Discipleship 
10:30am Worship 
10:30am Summer 
Sunday School 
11:30am Backpack 
Build 

21  
 

22  
7pm Journey Group 

23  
 

24  
 

25  
7pm Middle High 
UMYF 

26  
 

27  
9am Worship with 
Communion 
9:30am Adult Sunday 
School 
9:55am Covenant 
Discipleship 
10:30am Worship 
10:30am Summer 
Sunday School 
5pm Council on Youth 
Ministries 

28  
1pm Staff Meeting 

29  
7pm Journey Group 

30  
7:30pm Adult Ed 
Committee 

31  
 

Notes: 

	

The submission 
deadline for the Epistle 

is August 15.  

Please email your article (250 
words) to Erin Bone Steele at
 stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org
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St. Paul’s United
Methodist Church
101401 Armory Avenue,
Kensington, Maryland 20895

Worship 
     Schedule
9:00 a.m. 
Worship with Communion 
in the Sanctuary. Nursery 
Care Available.

10:30 a.m. 
Worship in the Sanctuary. 
Summer Sunday School & 
Nursery Care Available.

July & August
      Lectionary

July  30:    Micah 6:8 & Romans 10:1-13
Aug. 6:      Genesis 2:4b-17
Aug. 13:   Exodus 2:23-3:7b
Aug. 20:   Luke 23:32-43
Aug. 27:   Revelation 21:1-6

Four Options 
for Receiving 
the Epistle...
EMAIL (color) 
Send an email to 
stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org 
with "Email the Epistle" as the 
subject.

DOWNLOAD (color) 
Go to the St. Paul's website 
www.stpaulsk.org to 
download a PDF version.

MAIL (B+W) 
To receive an Epistle in the 
mail, please contact
the church office.

PICK UP (B+W) 
Copies of the current Epistle 
are available in the Narthex 
and church office. July & August 2017


