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Letter from the Senior Pastor

“You will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit has come upon you; 
and you will be my witnesses.”       
        AC TS 1:8A

THE PURPOSE of St. Paul’s United 
Methodist Church is to invite 
and welcome all: 
• To worship God
•  To grow as disciples of Jesus 

Christ  
•  To love and support one 

another 
•  To do justice and serve  

compassionately in the world

Inside

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church | 10401 Armory Ave. Kensington, MD 20895 | 301-933-7933 | stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org | stpaulsk.org

My dear friends:

 In 2016 St. Paul’s marked 131 years of ministry. You celebrated another year 
in a long legacy of faithfulness in fine fashion. Below are some 2016 statistics:
 •  Members = 776 (3% increase from 2015) 
 •  Members received on Profession/Reaffirmation of Faith = 22
 •  Members who transferred IN from other churches = 19
 •  Members who transferred OUT to other churches = 8
 •  Members who withdrew = 5
 •  Members removed by Charge Conference action = 4
 •  Members who died in 2016 = 2
 •  Average Worship Attendance = 322 (1.2% decrease from 2015)
 •  Number of baptisms = 11
 •  Number of households giving to the local church = 371 (2.6% decrease 
    from 2015)
 •  Total income for annual budget = $1,073,999 (4% increase from 2015)

 There are areas of significant strength buried in these statistics. It is, for 
example, a sign of our church’s vitality that we consistently receive many new 
members by profession or by reaffirmation of faith; this means new Christians are 
being welcomed into the kingdom, and the heavens rejoice. 
 In addition, St. Paul’s financial giving to support the kingdom remains 
very strong. In addition to once again finishing our operating budget in the black, 
we gave away over $350,000 beyond our budget to live into Jesus’ call to care for 
the least of these. Such faithful giving comes on top of your generous support of 
our ongoing Capital Campaign for the upcoming building renovations. Well done, 
friends.
 Our worship attendance was one unwelcomed decrease in 2016. This 
slight drop is partly explained by that colossal snowstorm we had in January, 2016 
(a whopping total of 36 people attended worship that Sunday morning), and partly 
explained by Christmas Day falling on a Sunday in 2016.
 All things considered, though, it was a great year to be church together. 
Now, onward to celebrate year number 132!
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   A.B. Snell
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   Claire’s 
    Dear Family of Faith, 

The topic is snow.  At our house it is a contentious one, but that’s 
what happens when a Tennessean marries a Wisconsinite.  My 
husband Adam keeps looking to the skies for signs of flakes while 
I remain thankful for the absence of the white stuff.  The one day 
it has snowed, back on the first Saturday of January, I had to navi-
gate Capitol View just as the snow had accumulated.  That windy, 
slippery path quickly reminded me of what I had not missed.   
However, the best blessing was coming home to find a three year 

old thrilled at the idea of heading out to make a snowman.  

Phoebe and her dad, despite their best efforts, found that there 
was not enough snow for a big Frosty. They did manage to 
make little snowball 
to stack together on 
the porch.  Instead of 
using a whole carrot, 
they broke off the 
little end of one for a 
cute nose.  Some little 
sticks extended for his 
arms. He stood on the 
porch until the tem-
peratures began to fall.  
Somehow, and I do 
not know whose idea 
it was, the snowballs 
found their way into 
the freezer so that little Frosty might be revived one cold day. 
 
How we often cling to the things we love—even as they are fleet-
ing—we long to keep them close.  I don’t care much about the 
snow, but I do care immeasurably for this little girl.  Alongside you, 
I give thanks for all the St. Paul’s girls and boys as they relish the 
signs of the season and we all seek to preserve creation.

In Christ,

Rev. Claire 
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CongregationalCare
Thank You!
I want to thank all of my church 
family for their genuine interest in my 
husband, his health and passing on 
November 17.  We have been married 
for 69 years and hoped to make our 
70th anniversary. 

Rev. Snell was at my home when the 
rescue squad and police had arrived. 
His presence and prayer was a source 
of strength to me. 

Rev. Claire kept in touch these past two 
years. John said she always knew the 
right thing to say and looked forward 
to her prayers and visits. 

Thank you again.
Ida DeVierno and Family

Sympathy
Our deepest sympathy is expressed 
to these members who mourn the 

loss of loved ones who passed away 
during the months of November and 

December

Betty Capps 
following the death of her sister, 

Mary. 

Frances Reed 
following the death of her brother. 

Ida DeVierno 
following the death of her husband, 

John. 

Beth Dennard 
following the death of her mother.

Kathy Mullens 
following the death of her 

grandmother.

Kathleen Stephens 
following the death of her father.

Celebration

Special flowers graced the Sanc-
tuary in November & December 

to celebrate the births of
 

Olivia James Gelatt 
daughter of Charlie & Kate Gelatt, 

granddaughter of Jim & Cathy 
Gelatt, sister of Carter & Kelly 

Gelatt.

Collin Robert Keane 
son of Michael & Jill Keane, 

brother of Siobhan & Rory Keane.

Thank You! 

How can I thank God enough for this 
church who brought so much joy to 
me and my family life. 

There are not enough words to say 
how much we appreciate what staff 
and organization has done for us. 

I am happy that God placed people 
to encourage me, that I am not alone, 
and where I am he is also. Thank you 
all. 

Love always.
Serena Bailey, Nickoy Bailey-Smith, 
and Aleem Bailey

Thank You! 
We are very grateful to the people 
of St. Paul’s who loved Gerry Hobbs, 
those who visited her, those who sent 
cards and notes, those who missed 
her smiling face and kept her in their 
thoughts and prayers during these 
last few years. We are also grateful for 
the outpouring of love at her service 
and for the many condolence cards 
we have received. We are grateful 
to Claire and Adam for the beautiful 
service, and to Tom and Marvin. We 
are grateful to the Martha and Lydia 
Circles for the lovely reception they 
provided and served after Mom's 
service. We are grateful that we had 
Mom with us for 93 years and that she 
is now at peace.

Blessings,
The Family of Gerry Hobbs

Thank You! 

To all my friends at St. Paul's:
Thank you for the many cards 
and prayers I received during the 
last two months. 

A special thank you to Micah for 
his visits and the altar flowers he 
delivered. I enjoyed his visits and 
getting to know him. 

I am happy to say test results 
show I have no major problems.
 
Mary Jo Simpson



4            E P I S T L E  |  F E B R U A R Y  2 0 1 7

Join us for the February 4 Pancake Breakfast –it will benefit the St. Paul’s Hunger Min-
istry and the St. Paul’s Educational Award Fund, and feature cornmeal cakes, also known 
as hoecakes.  Our March 4 Pancake Breakfast will benefit the Hunger Ministry and the 
Red Bird Missionary Conference in Kentucky. Remember, UMC pancakes, eggs, sausage, 
bacon, ham, and grits nourish the soul and have little effect on the waistline!

Our Men’s Supper on February 1 features a presentation on Scotland’s Islands and High-
lands by our own Jim Heins.  Looking ahead, on April 5, the UMM will sponsor a church-
wide Lenten supper, featuring a special menu and program.

Job Opening! We need a new transportation manager to look after our van!  We are very 
grateful for Clarence Waldroff, who served for 8 years in that role.  The job involves keeping 
up with the maintenance needs of the van, and taking new drivers on a “check ride” to add 
them to the list of authorized drivers.  If this sounds like something you could help out with, 
let me know!

For more information, please contact Steve Lillie at stevelillie@verizon.net 301-942-6130

“The purpose of the 

United Methodist 

Men is to engage in 

a variety of Christ-

centered activities 

for the benefit of the 

ministries, programs 

and activities of 

the church and its 

members.”

UMM |     United Methodist Men  

Don’t forget: We include 
all male members and 
friends of St. Paul’s as 

members of The United 
Methodist Men. There 
are no dues or fees to 
join – so come and be 

with us!

ANNOUNCING 
Rev. Rick Buckingham’s Last Trip for St. Paul’s:

In The Footsteps of Martin Luther 
        & The Reformation
October 4-12, 2017
October of 2017 will mark the 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation, one of the seminal events in 
the history of Christianity.  Much of our theological thinking, worship practice, and western culture today have been 
influenced and shaped by the words and acts of Martin Luther, John Calvin, Huldrich Zwingli and the other founders of 
Protestantism.  This tour will visit the major sites related to Luther’s life – Eiselben, where he was born and died, Eisenach, 
where Luther was a student, Erfurt, where he was an Augustinian monk, Wittenberg, where he lived and taught, and 
posted his famous 95 theses, Worms, where he was put on trial, and Wartburg Castle, where Luther translated the New 
Testament into German while in hiding. The tour will also visit Berlin, Halle, Heidelberg and 
Mainz, and include a day cruise on the Rhine.  In addition, an optional 5-day post tour to 
Strasbourg, France and Switzerland, visiting sites associated with Calvin and Zwingli, can be 
added on.

This special tour is expected to be extremely popular, so early registration  
   is strongly advised!
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Join the UMW Book Club on March 5 as we discuss Sally Ride: America’s First Woman In 
Space, by Lynn Sherr.  Sally Ride made history as the first American woman in space.  After 
leaving NASA, she co-founded a successful company promoting science literacy and educa-
tion for children, especially girls.  This is a rich biography of a woman whose life intersected with 
revolutionary social and scientific changes in America.  Book club participants will remember 
that we planned to discuss this book in November, but postponed our time together because 
of schedule conflicts.  We'll meet in Room 109 at noon for what promises to be a very interest-
ing discussion.

   United Methodist Women  | UMW

Bits of History  | By JACK LIPSCOMB 

From Laytonsville to Birmingham
The letter that Martin Luther King, Jr., wrote from his cell in the Birmingham jail is often 
viewed as one of the most important documents to come out of the Civil Rights era. The 
book, Blessed Are the Peacemakers, by S. Jonathan Bass and published in 2001, is a 
detailed account of the circumstances that led up to the letter, who the players were, and 
what triggered the events. 

This image of Rev. King penning the letter in his prison cell conceals a far more complex 
story, which is told in this book. He and his associates planned, composed, edited and 
distributed the letter. The book also provides the biographies of the eight white clergy 
who were the recipients of the letter, including the backgrounds, their reactions to the 
letter, and subsequent careers. 

The letter was written by Rev. King on April 16, 1963, in response to a Good Friday 
statement issued by the eight, calling for an end to the violence that had rocked Birmingham. They all sought the same, 
an end to racial injustice, but asked for moderation and restraint. The eight included two Episcopal Bishops, a Rabbi, a 
Roman Catholic Bishop, a Presbyterian Pastor, a Baptist Pastor, and two Methodist Bishops. Bishop Paul Hardin, Jr., presided 
over the Alabama-West Florida Conference. Bishop Nolan B. Harmon presided over the Charlotte Methodist area, which 
included the North Alabama and the Western North Carolina Annual Conferences. 

Bishop Harmon, in his autobiography, Ninety Years & Counting, published in 1983, described the early years of his clergy 
experience in the Baltimore Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. His second appointment in 1920 was to 
the Goshen-Emory two point charge. Two small churches made up this charge, the Goshen Church north of Laytonsville 
and the Emory Church on what is now Georgia Avenue, south of Olney. The latter was renamed Oakdale Emory in 1939 
when The Methodist Church was formed with the merger of the two branches of the Methodist Episcopal Church and 
the Methodist Protestant Church. After one year at Goshen-Emory, Harmon was appointed to a Rockville church. He was 
elected Bishop in 1956. 

Want to read either of these two books? Contact Jack Lipscomb.
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Communion Collect News
A New Year, A New Idea!
St. Paul’s Hunger Ministry continues to grow at a rapid 
pace.  After folding in new families referred to us through 
the Holiday Giving Project of Montgomery County, we are 
now distributing food to 100 families each month.  This 
number will likely grow as new 20895 residents hear about 
our program.  We are blessed to be able to sustain the 
ministry because of your generosity both in terms of food 
and monetary donations and an incredible number of vol-
unteer hours.  To say thank you seems so inadequate, but 
if you ever witness the smiles on the faces of the families 
we serve, you will feel the gratitude 
firsthand.

For those who haven’t had the op-
portunity to volunteer on Communion 
Collect Sundays or on the Monday 
night distributions, this is the pro-
cess.  Each first Sunday of the month 
many congregants bring hundreds of 
pounds of food to church.  The food 
is hauled up to Heavener Hall and 
sorted into groups.  The food is then 
bagged by type into two St. Paul’s reusable white bags.  
Cereal and food that doesn’t fit into the “standard” category 
of what we pack is displayed on tables so that our Hun-
ger Ministry families can “shop” from those items.  Bread is 
obtained from Nourish Now, as well as cheese, and both 
are displayed on the “shopping tables”.  Produce is deliv-
ered from Hungry Harvest and sorted into yet another 
bag.  So each family goes home with two standard bags, 
a produce bag and a miscellaneous bag of groceries they 
have selected.  The icing on the cake, in additional to a hot 
meal while they wait to get their bags, is a $25 giftcard for 
Safeway or Giant, a family gift certificate to the St. Paul’s 
Pancake Breakfast, and a roll of coupons.  The happy fami-
lies often need help carrying their brimming bags of food.   
Individuals or families who aren’t able to get to St. Paul’s 
(mainly the elderly) receive a delivery.  As you can imagine, 
this process takes many volunteers.  Last month, 28 of you 
helped sort and bag on Sunday and 34 made the distribu-
tion and deliveries possible on Monday evening.  Phew!

So here’s where the idea comes in!  In an effort to stream-
line the bagging of the groceries you provide each month, 
we ask you to consider filling a bag with exactly the items 
the family will receive.  For simplicity’s sake, we’ll call the 
bags, Bag 1 and Bag 2.  We’ll provide the list of contents 
and you can attach the list to the bag so we’ll know it is 
set and ready to distribute.  We know this won’t appeal to 
everyone, but we hope some of you will enjoy purchas-
ing and packing the bags, knowing it will go right into the 
hands of a family—no sorting necessary!  You can even 
include a note to a family wishing them well, or a card to 

say “Happy Spring” (you get the idea).   For 
those of you who enjoy purchasing cereal 
each month, we’ll still need plenty of that 
(at least 200 boxes a month in fact!).  And 
if you like to get certain things, but don’t 
want to fuss with making sure you have 
all the contents of a bag, no problem.  The 
Hunger Ministry team will continue to be 
grateful for any and all food, no matter how 
it is supplied. But if you decide to give our 
idea a whirl, know it will greatly help the 
Communion Collect process.  

For questions or clarification, please contact Kim 
Longsworth klongsworth3@verizon.net or Meg Baker 
megbaker@verizon.net. Thank you in advance for consider-
ing our proposal.

Bag 1
Rice - 1 bag or large box or 2 small boxes
Beans - 1 bag or 2 cans
Pasta - 1 box or bag
Pasta Sauce - 1 large jar or can
Mac & Cheese - 2 boxes
Chicken breast - 1 or 2 cans
Tuna (or other fish) - 2 cans

Bag 2
Vegetables - 3 cans
Fruit (including applesauce) - 2 cans or jars
Peanut Butter - 1 jar
Jelly or Jam - 1 jar or bottle
Soup - 2 or 3 cans  
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Youth News

2017 Wilderness Trail Youth Backpacking Camps
Registrations and deposits [$75] for St. Paul’s 2017 Wilderness Trail camp are due now.  
The date for this summer’s program, located in Troutdale, Virginia, is Sunday, July 
30-Saturday, August 5, 2017 for both Middle High (entering 6th-8th) and Senior 
High (entering 9th-12th).  Wilderness Trail campers spend their week hiking 40+ 
miles along the Appalachian Trail, sharing their Christian journey along the way.  The 
registration cost is $305 (including the deposit) plus food money en route.  St. Paul’s 
covers the cost of adult chaperones and transportation. 

2017 Summer Camp at West River Center & Camp Manidokan 
Registration brochures for summer camping programs at Manidokan and West River are now 
available.  Some weeks fill up before April.  Look for the brochures in the main office and 
on the Youth bulletin board in the office hallway through Easter. Week long programs are 
available for children entering 2nd grade in fall 2017 through high school.

2017 Youth Variety Show
Reserve the date now!  Our 2017 YOUTH VARIETY SHOW will be held in Heavener Hall on Sunday, March 19, 
2017 at 7:00-8:30 pm.  This is always an anticipated time of great fun for the entire family, and will serve 
as a primary fund-raiser for scholarships for our summer Youth Mission Trip to the Rosebud Indian 
Reservation Work Camp in St. Francis, South Dakota, July 8-16.  Variety Show Tickets, including the 
show and a dessert, will be $7 Adult, $5 youth, $3 under 12.  After three decades, this will be the 
last show in which Rick Buckingham will be involved.

For more information on 
Youth Activities, please 
contact Rick Buckingham at 

rbuckingham@stpaulsk.org 
301-933-7933.

YOUTH MINISTRY ASSISTANT 
Micah Smartt 
msmartt@stpaulsk.org

The dates for this summer’s camp, located on the Rosebud Indian Reserva-
tion in St. Francis, South Dakota, are Saturday, July 8-Saturday, July 15, 
2017.  Work campers spend their week rehabilitating the houses of elderly 
or disabled homeowners.  Christian work campers do it in the name of Jesus 
Christ!  This trip will include opportunities to see Mount Rushmore and the 
Badlands National Park.  Thank you to all who support our annual fund-raisers 
to support this mission trip.  Young people who are entering high school 

in the fall of 2017, or who will turn 14 by July 9 are eligible.  A non-refundable deposit of $50 is required to hold a 
space.  Spaces are very limited, so will be assigned on a first-come, first served basis based upon receipt of deposits, 
and secondarily based upon level of participation in UMYF.

2017 Group Work Camp
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Renegade Gospel: The Rebel Jesus - Mike McCurry
Who was Jesus, really? Wasn’t the central figure to the Christian faith a man who denied all preconceived notions about 
what God should look like? Wouldn’t associating with him have meant joining a rebel movement? Doesn’t it still? Ren-
egade Gospel is a church study that challenges believers to come to terms with the real Jesus—the rebel Jesus. The 
six-session program will be taught by St. Paul’s member Mike McCurry, who is an adjunct professor at Wesley Theological 
Seminary.  The curriculum is designed by United Methodist Pastor Mike Slaughter and is approved for use by the UMC. 
Topics include: 
• Discovering the Rebel Jesus
• Revolutionary Lifestyle
• The Most Important Question You Will Ever Have to Answer
• Seeing Jesus Today
• The Way of the Cross
• Resurrection
Course enrollment is limited to the first 20 people who register.

After 35 years in national politics and presidential campaigns including time as White 
House Press Secretary to President Bill Clinton, Mike McCurry joined the Wesley Seminary 
community as a member of its Board of Governors, then as a student (MA 2013) and now a 
faculty member teaching in the area of faith and politics.  He co-directs the WTS-sponsored 
National Capital Semester for Seminarians (NCSS).  Mike has been a leading lay member at 
St. Paul’s for many years and has led numerous classes and events.

Lenten Supper & Study
This Lent St. Paul’s Adult Education Committee will again sponsor our popular “Supper and Study” program 
on six consecutive Tuesday evenings, beginning on February 28 and going through April 4.  On February 28 
the classes will be preceded by our annual Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper in Heavener Hall.  On subsequent 
Tuesdays, a catered dinner will be served in Heavener Hall for those who sign up to participate.  Registration for 
all classes will begin on the St. Paul’s website, and in the church narthex, on Sunday, February 12, 2017.  The 
fee for each course, including five meals beginning March 7, is $62.00, payable to “St. Paul’s United Methodist 
Church.”  The course fee without meals is $12.00.

The Revelation to John - Bob Nordstrom
The Book of Revelation is filled with mystery and bewilderment, yet it is as much God’s 
word as other books of The Bible.  Learning to find beauty and comfort between these 
pages is the goal of this six week class.  Using a guide written by Bruce Metzger, Breaking 
the Code, we will attempt to make sense of this puzzling book from the first century of 
the Christian era.
 
Dr. Robert J. Nordstrom is Branch Chief, Image Guided Interventions, Cancer Imaging 
Program at the National Cancer Institute, National Institutes of Health.  A student of The 
Bible for many years, Bob taught a course on the Gospel of Mark during Lent 2015, The 
Minor Prophets in 2015-2016, and a course on The Psalms in fall 2016.
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The Call - The Life and Message of the Apostle Paul - Mark 
Huff
What would lead a first-century rabbi to travel for thousands of miles by sea and by land, to 
be beaten, imprisoned, and ultimately beheaded for his faith?  It was a call – a call to turn the 
world upside down.   We will delve into the story of the Apostle Paul, whose writings have 
shaped the lives of one-third of the world’s population, a man second only to Jesus in his influ-
ence on Christian faith, and whose witness defines what it means to follow Jesus Christ.

Mark Huff taught our Lent 2015 class: Revival, on the legacy of John Wesley.

The St. Paul’s Yarn Ministry would like to thank all who made, donated, or purchased craft items from the November 
Craft Fair and Bow sale.  We are happy to report that the craft fair/bow sale was again very successful, 
bringing in $4,000!  All the proceeds will be divided between two great projects in need: UMCOR 
supported work to prevent and decrease human trafficking in Africa, and Free the Kids 
program which supports a hurricane damaged school in Haiti. Wondering what to 
do with yourself on a snow day this winter? Consider getting a head start on 
making craft items for next November’s craft fair! Many thanks!
 - Mary Revenis

Craft Fair Report

Trouble I've Seen: Changing the Way the Church Views Racism - Donna 
Engleman, Anne Rush, Rev. Claire Matheny
Leading readers toward Jesus, Drew G.I. Hart offers concrete practices for churches that seek solidarity with the oppressed 
and are committed to racial justice. In this 2016 book, Dr. Hart discusses how issues like mass incarceration, antiblack 
stereotypes, and everyday acts of racism have impacted our social and religious landscape. 
How might the church be changed by the trouble we've seen? Rev. Hart is a professor at 
Messiah College and a regular blogger at "Taking Jesus Seriously" hosted by The Christian 
Century at https://www.christiancentury. org/blog/hart  We are able to accommodate two 
small group book discussions (6-8 persons each). 

Donna Engleman has been a member of St. Paul's for 4 years.  She has taken many of the 
course offerings over this time, including the Exploring Race" course last fall.  Donna is a 
Kensington resident and works in management at the FDA.

Anne Rush has been a member of St. Paul's for almost 6 years. She helped lead the "Ex-
ploring Race" class last fall and teaches history at the University of Maryland.

Rev. Claire Matheny grew up in Memphis, TN, and has been Associate Pastor at St. Paul's 
for 6 years. She's attempting to confront her whiteness and claim an antiracist Christian 
witness in the church and world. 
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Sunday School Update
St. Paul's Sunday School students are busy 
as usual, having fun and learning together. 
By this point in the school year, the children 
are used to the Sunday School routine. 
They know where to put their stickers on 
the attendance chart, they understand 
how to look up the correct Bible verse, 
they eagerly await snack time. They have 
also become close to their church friends. 
Watching a cohort of children grow together 
and develop friendships is one of the most 
rewarding parts of teaching Sunday School. 

Check out these groups of buddies: The 3s 
class all dressed up to pretend to attend the 
wedding where Jesus performed his first 
miracle, and the 2nd and 3rd grade class with 
the baby Jesus dolls they made at Christmas.

During Lent, the friends in each classroom will 
be working on a special group project. The best 
part about church friends is that there is always 
room for more! Join your Sunday School class 
this spring to see what we have in store for Lent 
and beyond.

Stephen Ministry
This month our newest Stephen Minister, Susie Snell, will complete her 50 hours of 
classroom training and join with the 24 active Stephen Ministers and Leaders in your 
service. Stephen Ministers are laypeople—Christian men and women—trained to provide 
one-to-one care to people experiencing a difficult time in life, such as grief, divorce, job loss, 
chronic or terminal illness, relocation, or separation due to military deployment. Stephen 
Ministers come from  all walks of life. Their commonality? A passion for bringing Christ’s love 
and care to people during a time of need. Since 1975, more than 600,000 people from more 
than 12,000 congregations and other organizations have been trained as Stephen Ministers 
and have served over 1.5 million persons worldwide.

For Stephen Ministry help contact Rev. Claire Matheny (301) 933-7933 or Virginia Bickford (301) 598-5496.
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Imagination Library
The Justice and Compassion team wants to thank St. Paul’s for your tremendous support of our partnership 
with IMAGINATION LIBRARY of Montgomery County, MD.  Your generous donations are making it 
possible for our Hunger Ministry preschoolers, and other children from birth through age five residing in 
several Montgomery County zip codes, to have age-appropriate books delivered to their homes.  The books 
are selected through a national program, Dolly Parton’s Imagination 
Library, and are mailed in the child’s name on a monthly basis.  

To date we have enrolled 16 children from our Communion Collect 
distribution list.  We will continually offer the book program as 
we receive new families and as current families have newborns.  
Additionally, our support of IMAGINATION LIBRARY of Montgomery 
County has made it possible for any preschooler in 20895 to enroll in 
the program.  In fact, our partners have recently participated in Rock 
View Elementary School’s Reading Night to offer the free books to 
siblings of the elementary schoolers and it was a huge success.  

Again, a warm thank you for helping us extend this valuable reading 
program to our Hunger Ministry families and to many other infants and preschoolers in our county.  Please 
help pass the word and refer interested individuals to imaginationlibrarymcmd.org or Kim Longsworth at 301-
320-3684 or klongsworth3@verizon.net.           

The Building Committee is pleased to report that permit-
ting process for our project has begun. The stormwater 
management plan was submitted to the county for review 
in December. Once received back from the County any 
necessary minor changes will then be made so that plans 
can be submitted for construction permitting.  The Build-
ing Committee continues to review these plans to ensure 
that we are achieving the best value for our investment, 
while also making sure that this project makes a lasting 
impact on our operations and mission.  During this same 
period the construction documents required for our build-
ing permits are being finalized for permitting purposes, 
material selections being made and budget alternates are 
being prepared.  Once everything is filed with the County, 
we will seek cost proposals from interested construction 
contractors while we await final permit approval.  Doing 
these concurrently saves time in our schedule, but also 
will allow the congregation to have real cost information, 

instead of estimates, for their review and approval.  We look 
for to sharing this information with the congregation later 
this spring for a final vote, so that construction may finally 
proceed! 

The Capital Campaign committee continues to support the 
work of the Building Committee and is pleased to report 
that through your generous contributions St. Paul’s has 
received over 2.1 million dollars in pledge commitments.  
This is a significant milestone and reflects the overwhelm-
ing support this congregation has for this project.  With 
more work ahead, we need every member of St. Paul’s to 
join those who have already generously given so that the 
church has the resources to reach our goal.  We look for-
ward to speaking with you if you have any questions about 
the project.  Thank you for your continued support!

- Mike Barnes, Rick Bond, and Tim Simpson

Building Renovation Update
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Praying Our Way Forward
Update from UMCprays.org, a United Methodist Prayer Community

Nashville, Tennesee:  The second phase of the "Praying Our Way For-
ward" initiative will be launched New Year’s Day with 75 weeks of focused 
prayer for The United Methodist Church. The effort will begin January 1 in 
the North Carolina Conference, and wrap up in the West Angola Episcopal 
area in June 2018.

"The aim of 'Praying Our Way Forward' is to ask and listen for God’s leader-
ship at this critical time in the life of our church,” said Bishop Al Gwinn, 
who co-chairs the initiative. Co-chair Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett 
adds, “In addition to participating in a designated week of prayer, indi-

viduals are invited to join the initiative by praying daily and fasting weekly for our church, mission and future.” 

“Praying Our Way Forward” was created by the Council of Bishops as a part of their larger commitment to “lead the 
church in every part of the world in times of worship, study, discernment, confession and prayer for God’s guidance.” To 
achieve this mission, they invited The Upper Room to help engage every annual conference around the world. United 
Methodist Women, United Methodist Men and United Methodist Communications have recently joined the partnership.
Each annual conference will take one week to have intentional prayer for the mission of The United Methodist Church to 
make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world and for the work of the Commission on a Way Forward, 
which begins meeting in January. [“The Commission on a Way Forward was proposed by the Council of Bishops and 
approved by the 2016 General Conference to do a complete examination and possible revision of every paragraph of the 
Book of Discipline concerning human sexuality and explore options that help to maintain and strengthen the unity of the 
church.”]

United Methodist Women and United Methodist Men will encourage their constituencies to pray throughout phase two, 
and especially during their annual conference sponsored week. Resident bishops are invited to reach out to UMW and 
UMM leaders in their areas to involve them in developing plans for the “Conference Week of Prayer.”  The Upper Room has 
developed UMCprays.org, a website where spiritual leaders and intercessors can share prayers, information and resources. 
The site has prayer resources for individuals, families, small groups, districts, and annual conference events, as well as pro-
motional ideas and information about the Commission members and the weekly prayer schedule. 

There is also a place for the bishop of the annual conference scheduled to pray during the coming week to share a prayer.
This year, 5,000 people joined the website, formerly 60daysofprayer.org, to connect intercessors around the world to pray 
for the work of the 2016 General Conference. The group has continued 
to pray together and remains a valuable spiritual support network of The 
United Methodist Church.

During phase 1 of the new initiative, 84 bishops of the church spent 15 
minutes each day for four months in prayer for the selection and initial 
work of the Commission on A Way Forward.
For more information, visit UMCprays.org.
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Dear Hunger Ministry Team, Pastors, and Congregation of St. Paul’s Kensington:

Thank you for your bold vision and generous contribution that enabled us to acquire a food moving van in the 
middle of 2016.  It has enabled us to significantly increase the number of people being fed.

InspireDC inspires community and justice one meal and one conversation at a time.  Our justice network seeks to 
ensure everyone in DC has healthy food, a job, and a roof over their heads. InspireDC is working to ensure everyone 
in DC has healthy food by connecting an abundance of food with sites in food deserts and/or in neighborhoods 
with high poverty rates through community markets and meals. These are places of radical hospitality where rela-
tionships are built and life change happens. 

Together the network of sponsors, partners, and sites are: Mom’s Organic Market, Capital Area Food Bank, the 
Campus Kitchens Project, The United Methodist Church, and InspireDC, moving 14 tons of food per month, 
traveling an average of 1,000 miles per month moving food, creating 5,000 meals for IDC sites per month.

We celebrate and cherish our partnership with you and look forward to deepening our ministry together. Even 
as you are making your ZIP code a hunger-free zone, you are helping us in making ZIP code 20019 in Ward 7 a 
hunger-free zone as well. We pray for you as you continue to live out your vision of being all about feeding people. 

You inspire us!

Christie Latona and John Baltimore
Acting Co-Executive Directors
InspireDC

Thank You Notes

Dear Rev. Snell,
 
As we begin the New Year we reflect on the many gifts 
of kindness and generosity we’ve received during the 
past year. Your church community’s generous donation 
of $2000 from their Crafts Fair will help sustain the most 
vulnerable children and families in Southern Haiti and 
will bring them joy and happiness.

Because of your thoughtful donation to Free the Kids, 
the children at Pwoje Espwa Sud in Haiti are being 
given a fresh chance at life filled with security and hope. 
It is amazing how meeting a child’s most basic needs 
daily, and adding an education, can change the outlook 
for one child and also provide hope for an entire com-
munity and country – YOU have made this possible!

While Hurricane Matthew left terrible devastation 
behind, destroying homes, crops, and livelihoods, the 
storm opened new doors of outreach for us to the fami-
lies of our children and staff as well as to the extended 
community around Espwa. Through this terrible disas-
ter we are being given the incredible opportunity and 
responsibility to increase our mission in Haiti.

This means that while we continue to support nearly 
300 of our own employees and transition kids’ families, 
we are also reaching out and helping over 500 others 
in our nearby community. Your support will enable Free 
the Kids and our team in Haiti to continue helping these 
families as they rebuild their lives.

We are very proud of what Kate Raulin was able to ac-
complish during her tenure with us. She’s a remarkable 
young lady.

Thank you and your community for being vital members 
of the Espwa family. May God shower his blessings on 
you and yours in the New Year.

We very much appreciate your gift and your commu-
nity’s prayers of support. Thanks for caring for these 
children & families. You are making a HUGE difference.

Sincerely,
Frank Irr
Chairman, Free the Kids
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Biblical Archaeology Forum 
This local community group’s monthly lectures bring together leading Bible scholars and archaeologists to enlighten 
us in our understanding of the Biblical texts and the Biblical world.  February's lecture is: 

Power, Politics and Palaces: The Architectural Innovations of King Herod
Wednesday, February 22, 2017 • 8 p.m. • Bender JCC • Lisa Kahn of George Mason University

When Caesar Augustus appointed Herod as King of the Jews, the political 
and physical landscape of Judea was bleak. Herod, however, crafted a 
personal agenda that was to transform his country and his place in history.
Reviled for great cruelty, this king is now also recognized for his daring 
architectural innovations. Herod rebuilt the Temple in Jerusalem and 
created the thriving port Caesarea Maritima with its Temple of Roma and 
Augustus overlooking a thriving harbor and one of his most luxurious 
palaces. He strategically placed other palace-fortresses throughout the 
country constructing a network of administrative centers. The archaeological 
evidence reveals an architectural genius, each palace designed with 
breathtaking synergy with its natural surroundings and clearly intended to 
impress. Herod’s final project, his tomb at Herodium, further transformed 

the already remarkable site. These sites will be presented in light of current findings and analyses, revealing various 
aspects of this powerful ruler.

Admission is $10.  St. Paul’s is a sponsoring organization of Biblical Archaeology Forum.

College Scholarships
The Baltimore-Washington Conference of the United Methodist Church and the General Board of Higher 
Education and Ministry each have Scholarship and Loan programs. The Baltimore-Washington Conference is offering 
college scholarships for the Fall 2017 semester.  Students can apply January 3 – March 1, 2017 through an online 
application system. Scholarships are available to students attending or enrolling in accredited colleges and universities 
in the United States. 

Students must be an active member of a church for at least one year and be 
attending (or will attend) an accredited college or university within the United 
States full-time.  Students will need to provide their official transcript (high 
school or college) and contact information for two church references (pastor and 
another member of the church).  In addition, the student must have a minimum 
GPA of 2.5 or higher on a 4.0 scale. To apply for a GBHEM scholarship or loan, go 
to their website at www.gbhem.org - Loans & Scholarships.  The GBHEM General 
Scholarship application deadline is May 1, 2017.  Several of St. Paul’s students 
have benefitted from these programs over the years.

Please contact Cheryl Cook at ccook@bwcumc.org or 410-309-3446 with 
questions.
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February 2017
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
Notes: 1  

10:30am 
Martha Circle 
6:30pm Joyful 
Ringers! 
6:30pm UMM 
Supper & 
Meeting 
7:30pm Lydia 
Circle 

2  
9:30am 
Disciple Fast 
Track 
7:30pm 
Sanctuary 
Choir 

3  
4pm Senior 
High UMYF 
depart for 
ROCK2017 
7pm Middle 
High UMYF 
 

4  
8am Pancake 
Breakfast 
10am Pie with 
the Pastors 
 

5  
9pm Worship with 
Communion 
9:30am Adult Sunday School 
9:55am Covenant 
Discipleship 
10:30am Worship with 
Communion 
10:30am Sunday School & 
Nursery 
11:45am Children’s Choir 
11:45am Youth Choir 
11:45am Food Sorting 

6  
7pm Christian 
Believer 
7:30pm 
Communion Collect 
 

7  
10am Prayer Lift 
10:45am Lectionary 
Bible Study 
7pm Disciple I 
7pm Journey Group 
7:15pm 
Confirmation Class 
 

8  
6:30pm Joyful 
Ringers! 

9  
9:30am 
Disciple Fast 
Track 
 

10  
7pm Middle 
High UMYF 

11  
No church 
activities 
scheduled 

12  
9pm Worship with 
Communion 
9:30am Adult Sunday School 
9:55am Covenant 
Discipleship 
10:30am Worship 
10:30am Sunday School & 
Nursery 
11:45am Children’s Choir 
12pm Building Committee 
6:30pm Senior High UMYF 

13  
1pm Staff Meeting 
7pm Christian 
Believer 
7pm Stephen 
Ministers 
7pm Yarn Ministry 
 

14  
10am Prayer Lift 
10:45 Lectionary 
Bible Study 
11am Friendship 
Club 
7pm Disciple I 
7pm Journey Group 
7:15pm 
Confirmation Class 

15  
6:30pm Joyful 
Ringers! 
7:30pm Church 
Council 

16  
9:30am 
Disciple Fast 
Track 
7:30pm 
Sanctuary 
Choir 

17  
6pm 
Confirmation 
Class Field Trip 
to Temple 
Emanuel 
7pm Middle 
High UMYF 

18  
No church 
activities 
scheduled 

19  
9pm Worship with 
Communion 
9:30am Adult Sunday School 
9:55am Covenant 
Discipleship 
10:30am Worship 
10:30am Sunday School & 
Nursery 
11:45am Children’s Choir 
11:45am Youth Choir 
5:30pm Senior & Middle High 
UMYF depart for combined 
lock-in – Chevy Chase UMC 

20  
Presidents’ Day 
Church Offices 
Closed 

21  
10am Prayer Lift 
10:45 Lectionary 
Bible Study 
12pm Tuesdays 
Together 
7pm Disciple I 
7pm Journey Group 
7:15pm 
Confirmation Class 

22  
6:30pm Joyful 
Ringers! 
7pm J&C 
Meeting 

23  
9:30am 
Disciple Fast 
Track 
7:30pm 
Sanctuary 
Choir 

24  
7pm Middle 
High UMYF 

25  
No church 
activities 
scheduled 

26 – Children’s Sunday 
9pm Worship with 
Communion 
9:30am Adult Sunday School 
9:55am Covenant 
Discipleship 
10:30am Worship 
10:30am Nursery 
10:45am Sunday School 
11:45am Youth Choir 
6:30pm Senior High UMYF 
 

27  
1pm Staff Meeting 
7pm Christian 
Believer 
7pm Yarn Ministry 

28  
10am Prayer Lift 
10:45 Lectionary 
Bible Study 
6:30pm Shrove 
Tuesday Pancake 
Dinner 
7pm Disciple I 
7pm Journey Group 
7:15pm 
Confirmation Class 
7:15 Lenten Study 

Notes: 
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10401 Armory Ave., Kensington, MD 20895

St. Paul’s 
United Methodist Church

Missed Church?
Sermons are online! 
www.stpaulsk.org/sermons

The 10:30 a.m. service is 
recorded on CD. Copies are 
available. Sign up in the church 
office and indicate how you 
wish to receive and return 
the CD – a voluntary 
donation of $2 for CD 
is suggested.  

Four options 
to receive the 
Epistle!

EMAIL (color)
Send an email to: stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org 
and write ‘email the epistle’ in the subject line.

DOWNLOAD (color)
Go to the St. Paul’s web site www.stpaulsk.org 
and download your own pdf version.

MAIL (B+W)
If you don’t receive an Epistle in the mail and 
would prefer this, contact the church office at 
301-933-7933.

PICK UP (B+W)
Copies of the current Epistle are available in the 
Narthex and in the church office.

ST PAUL’S UNITED  
METHODIST CHURCH  
10401 Armory Avenue    
Kensington, Maryland 20895  

 
 CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Inside the FEBRUARY  2011 issue: 
1.    Letter from the Pastor 
2.    Claire’s Corner/Stephen Min/ 
       Friendship Club 
3.    UMM/UMW 
4.    UMYF  Confirmation Class/ 
       Variety Show/ “SouperBowl”/ 
       Boy & Girl Scout Sunday/  
       Mountain Way Shop 
5    Upholding St. Paul’s History and 
      Future/ New Greeter Coordinator 
6    Trustees/ Milestones/ Tuesdays 
      Together 
7    Thank you/ Library 
8    Scattered for Service/ poem 
9    Calendar 
10   Organ demo by Marvin Mills/ 
       New webmaster 
11   Prayers  
12  Last Page, Staff/ Hours/ Purpose 
 

ST. PAUL’S UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  
 * *                    *  
Pastor Rev. Adam B. Snell    absnell@verizon.net 
Visitation Pastor Rev. Claire Matheny 
Deacon Youth/Education Rev. Rick Buckingham  ricklby@yahoo.com 
Youth Ministry Assistant Dustin S. Burrow         dustin.burrow@enmu.edu 
Director of Music N. Thomas Pedersen                  nelspedersen3@aol.com 
Organist Marvin Mills                                           millsmusic@verizon.com 
Office Administrator Jackie Hartmann            stpaulsunited@verizon.com 
Epistle Editor  Del Moyer                                                      del@moyer.us 
Copy Editor Jan Aamodt                                        jan.aamodt@verizon.net 
  *  *  * 
                                                 HOURS 
  9:00 a.m. Worship with Communion in the Sanctuary (Nursery available) 
10:30 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary (Nursery available) 
10:30 a.m.    Sunday School  (Various Rooms) 
  *  *  * 
THE PURPOSE of St. Paul’s United Methodist Church is to invite and  
   welcome all:    
     —To worship God 
       — To grow as disciples of Jesus Christ                    
          — To love and support one another 
            — To do justice and serve compassionately in the  world 
 “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you;  
                and you will be my witnesses.” Acts 1:8a 
 

Worship  
              Schedule

9:00 a.m. Worship with 
Communion in the Sanctuary 
(Nursery available)

10:30 a.m. Worship 
in the Sanctuary 
(Nursery available)
Sunday School 

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church | 10401 Armory Ave. Kensington, MD 20895 | 301-933-7933 | stpaulsunited@verizon.net | stpaulsk.org
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Letter from the Senior Pastor

“You will receive power when the 

Holy Spirit has come upon you; 

and you will be my witnesses.”  

AC tS 1:8A

the PUrPoSe 

of St. Paul’s United Methodist 

Church is to invite and 

welcome all: 

• To worship God

•  To grow as disciples of Jesus 

Christ  

•  To love and support one 

another 

•  To do justice and serve   

compassionately in the world

 2  Claire’s Corner 

 3  UMW / UMM

 4  Congregational Care

 5  Congregational health

 5  family Weekend Photos

 6   Youth news

 8  labyrinth Walking

 9  Justice & Compassion

10  Calendar 

11  bulletin board Directory

12  Yard and Apple Sale

13   Upholding St. Paul’s  

 history and future

14  history

15  festival of bread

Inside
My dear friends:

We’re about to buy 2,500 empty bags. In response to our church’s vision of 

Feeding 100 Families, Filling 600 Hearts, a friend of the church became 

inspired by the possibilities of feeding hungry people here. this generous soul 

gave me $1,000 and said we could use it however the Spirit led us in this effort. 

based upon an idea Athena Gaalswyk developed, I now feel the Spirit leading 

us to use this money as a down payment on 2,500 of those cloth grocery bags 

we see everywhere these days.

Since Montgomery County’s 5-cent tax on plastic bags goes into effect on Janu-

ary 1, 2012, these reusable cloth bags will become even more popular. I don’t 

want any of you giving away an unnecessary nickel on a plastic sack when you 

could be sporting your very own St. Paul’s bag. You all should have at least one.   

but the real purpose of the bag is not to save a nickel. It is to live out our vision of 

feeding hungry people. I may have shared with some of you what I write on the 

bottom of every letter that goes out to visitors to our church. After I thank our 

guests and urge them to return, I enclose gifts of two pancake breakfast tickets 

and a $10 Safeway gift card. And then I explain these food-related tokens of our 

appreciation by writing, “We’re all about feeding people at St. Paul’s.”

I want us to back up that claim to be about Christ’s business of feeding body 

and soul by filling 2,500 empty bags with food. We hope to have 

our order of bags on hand for the upcoming Festival of Bread 

on Saturday, november 12. there will be plenty of them to 

go around, but I want the first bag you receive to be one 

you use for the benefit of others. fill a St. Paul’s bag with 

groceries and bring it back to the church. We’ll take 

those bags of groceries, we’ll give them to the 

hungry, and we’ll change the world in Christ’s name.

because we are all about feeding people at St. Paul’s.

  Light and peace in Jesus Christ,

    A.b. Snell

Lectionary 
 
 February 5:     Isaiah 35:1-10 
 February 12:   Matthew 11:2-11
 February 19:   Matthew 1:18-25   
 February 26:   Luke 2:21-35


