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S t .  P a u l ' s  Y o u t h  i s  b a c k
      During out first day of travel to El Paso, Texas for our Borderlands Trip this summer, I began my third year as
full time youth pastor here at St. Paul's (though I've been around for about just about 7 years). When I started here
as a volunteer and then became the youth ministry assistant, I had my first group of Middle Schoolers.  My first
group of sixth graders are all seniors this year. The time has flown by and so much has happened within my time
here at St. Paul's. Just in the past year, we've done so much as a group - we've had 2 fall retreats, our annual
Christmas Parties, 2 spring retreats, an Easter Sunrise Service, Confirmation, and 2 summer trips (one to El Paso,
Tx, and the other backpacking with Wilderness Trail in Southern Virginia and  Tennessee!) and all sorts of little
events in between. It's been a great year since last summer, and it wouldn't have been possible if not for each of
you being part of our Youth Ministry here at St. Paul's, and for that, I want to thank you! I am incredibly blessed to
be a part of the staff here and to be able to plan trips, share meals, and just hang out with this wonderful group of
youth. Throughout this special full-color issue of the SPY BRIEFING, enjoy pictures from this past year! 
 
      Summer has been great, but our SPY team is ready to start off the new school year with everyone! We've got so
many new things we've been cooking up since we started summer break - from changes to Sunday School, to our
program emphasis for the year, and planning all the way up to our summer mission opportunity for Summer 2020!
We can't wait to share all sorts of new experiences with each of you. Whether you are a regular attendee to our
events, an occasional visitor, or you are brand new to the church or this group, we want to invite you to join us as
we begin the 2019-2020 school year together. Read all about what we've going on in the following pages! 
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Over the last year, we've indicated a couple areas that we
feel are particularly important in living a Christian life that

we often overlook, and will be emphasizing these areas
heavily throughout the year - and they both have to do with

care! We'll be talking a lot about Creation Care - how we
care for this world that God has entrusted to us. Alongside

that, we'll be talking about Self-Care - Sometimes, caring for
Creation means caring for ourselves as a part of Creation 

and our own physical, mental, and spiritual health. 

That's right, SPY Programming is back on 
Sunday, September 8!

 
Middle High SPY | 4:30 - 6:00
Senior High SPY | 6:45 - 8:30

 
In between, we have a 45-minute grace 

pick-up/drop-off period. Youth Choir also runs
during this time, so it's a great way for your youth to

plug in!
 

Our first day back, we'll be having a welcome back
party for both groups! As part of the fun, we'll be tie
dyeing  our SPY shirts (if you already have one, bring

it along, but if you don't, you'll get one when you
arrive!) Of course, we'll also have plenty of snacks
and other fun, so you won't want to miss out! We

hope you'll join us on the 8th!

we are back! WE Spy because we CARE

Children, Youth and Families Fall Kick-Off
September 7 | 5:30 | Heavener Hall

Interested in what the youth program has going on? Want to know
more about Youth Choir? Looking for a way to plug in your Kinder-

Fifth Grader? Do you like food? - If you answered yes to any of these
questions, we've got an event for you!  Come for food, fun, fellowship,

and a chance to learn more about activities for students, from
Kindergarteners in Children’s Choir to Senior High in St. Paul’s Youth
and everything in between. We'd love to see you there, so make sure

to RVSP by Tuesday, September 3rd! 
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Sunday, September 8! | NEW TIME! 11:45 - 12:45
After many conversations, our team decided that it was important
for our youth to be involved in worship whenever possible - so we

moved Sunday School to a different time! From 11:45 - 12:45, youth
from 6th grade through 12th grade will be in room 115, across the

hall from the Youth Lounge, where we will share a light meal
together,  unpack the week's sermon and service, and finish off with

a lesson using one of our favorite studies! We'll be using  Echo the
Story - a 36 week study through the entirety of the Bible and how it

all fits together in our lives. We hope to see you there!

Youth Choir

Sunday School

Youth Choir Resumes Sept. 8!
6:00-6:45

Halfway through last year, we changed
up our youth choir program times, which

seems to be working well for everyone
involved! Youth choir typically sings in

service once a month, and is a great way
to be involved in worship! Rehearsals

are only about 45 minutes long (in
between regularly scheduled youth

programming) and we feed you
afterwards! What's not to love?
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Fall Retreat Dates on the Next Page! | Spring Retreat Dates Coming Soon!
Retreats are an important part of our ministry here at St. Paul's Youth. We have retreats four times in a school year

- a Fall and Spring Retreat for each group! Our time together is meant to be both a time to unwind and let loose
while also providing lessons on a multitude of Christian topics.  Typically, each retreat centers around a theme and

has 3 main lessons throughout our Saturday in which we learn together. Last Fall, the Senior High learned about
Christianity through the books of Dr. Seuss, and in the Spring, we talked about Revelation and what the Bible

actually says about the apocalypse. Our Middle High learned in the fall about the rise and fall of various biblical
kingdoms and what the Kingdom of God is like. In the Spring, we looked at a wide variety of biblical stories through

the medium of Christian-based internet memes.  For our retreats, we travel to a Methodist campgrounds in
Maryland - Manidokan Retreat Center, nestled in the mountains across the river from Harper's Ferry, WV, or West
River Retreat Center, located on the scenic West River.  Each retreat brings new opportunities for fun, fellowship,

and a deeper relationship with God. We hope you'll join us on a retreat this year!
Check out this fall's retreat themes on the next page!

S P Y  R e t r e a t s
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WHO AM I?
Manidokan | Oct. 4-6, 2019 | Cost: $85

Senior High SPY Fall Retreat

As the ghost of Mufasa says,
"Remember who you are." While we

won't be watching the Lion King, we will
be discovering more about ourselves

and each other - through the use of
scripture and a few spiritually based

personality typing tools. As always, this
retreat promises plenty of fun for all, so

make sure you sign up soon! 
Deadline is Sunday, September 29.

C r e a t e d
Manidokan | Nov. 1-3, 2019 | Cost: $85

Middle High SPY Fall Retreat
This Fall's theme - Created - focuses on

God's creation, both that natural beauty
and wonder that surrounds us

(especially at Manidokan in the fall) and
those that God has created - ourselves

and each other. Of course, we'll have
plenty of snacks, fun, and fellowship

with each other, so we hope you'll sign
up soon! 

Deadline is Sunday, October 27.
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Keep an eye out for more events throughout the year!
It feels like we've always got something going on (probably because we do)! Events sometimes pop up out of

nowhere, so be sure to keep an eye on our weekly emails and website for more information. If you are not on our
email list, please contact Micah Smartt at msmartt@stpaulsk.org

O t h e r  E v e n t s

Holiday Parties!
We like to celebrate at SPY and

the fall has a couple of great
opportunities to do so! 

First - we'll celebrate
Halloween with a costume

party in both groups on Sunday,
October 27.

The second opportunity is for
our annual SPY Christmas

Party on Sunday, December 15!
We'll have an "ugly sweater"
party with all sorts of holiday

goodies and of course, our
annual ornament exchange. It's

a great way to end the
semester (and it's our last event

before 2020 rolls in, so you
won't want to miss it!)

summer 2020
SUMMER MISSION: TBD

WILDERNESS TRAIL 2020
We're already looking at next summer!

We have a good idea of what we'll probably be doing next summer, but we
are still waiting for more information and potential dates from the
organization - keep an eye out in the coming months for more info!

As always, we are planning on Wilderness Trail's last event - Event 6. This
usually runs late July - early August.  We'll be signing up enough room for 3

groups, but you'll want to sign up early! Spots go very quickly! More
information will become available when WT releases it. 

Confirmation 2020
Confirmation is a few things: It allows us
to teach the basics of the Christian faith,
and allows students (usually 7th and 8th
graders) to make a choice about whether
or not this will be their faith and whether

or not they wish to join this church and
the broader United Methodist Church.

This process starts at the end of January
with an opening retreat and continues

through mid-May. More information will
be available in November!
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September 7

September At a Glance

Regular Youth Schedule
Middle High | 4:30 - 6:00
Senior High | 6:45 - 8:30 

September 8

Children, Youth, And Family Kick Off!
Come enjoy dinner and fellowship and find out

more about what we've got going on - from
Children's Choir (K-5th) to Youth Choir and all

Youth Programming! 
RSVP to the church office by September 3!

September 15

May 22

Senior High Retreat

October 4-6
Senior High SPY | Manidokan Retreat Center

Theme: Who Am I?
Sign-ups online: Deadline is September 29

Upcoming Events

Sundays | 11:45 - 12:45
 

No Sunday School September 22, 
due to after church event.

Middle High Retreat

Sunday School

Most Sundays | 6:00 - 6:45 | MPR 
Contact Tom Pedersen or James Woods for

more info and 
 

Singing in worship - September 29

Youth Choir

We know that things come up that can make it
difficult to pay for retreats or other events, but
don't let that stop you/your youth from joining

us! Contact Micah for more information or
discuss potential camperships.

All conversations are kept confidential.

Camperships

Regular Youth Schedule
Middle High | 4:30 - 6:00
Senior High | 6:45 - 8:30 

Last Day to Register for SH Fall Retreat

September 29

Regular Youth Schedule
Middle High | 4:30 - 6:00
Senior High | 6:45 - 8:30 

No Sunday School!
Please attend after church 
Way Forward Info Session

September 22

First Night of Youth!
Regular Youth Schedule
Middle High | 4:30 - 6:00
Senior High | 6:45 - 8:30 

November 1-3
Middle High SPY | Manidokan Retreat Center

Theme: Created
Sign-ups online: Deadline is October 27
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