
Letter from the Senior Pastor
Greetings Beloved,
       Guess how many celebrations are actually packed into these thirty one days of
October? Far too many to name, but in October we celebrate such things as
International Coffee Day, National Homemade Cookie Day, National Cinnamon
Roll Day, and National Kiss a Wrestler Day! It is also the month dedicated to
expressing appreciation for pastors. October is indeed Clergy/ Pastor Appreciation
Month. Wait, what? 
       In 1994, the concept of pastor appreciation was birthed to honor those who
have dedicated their lives as clergy to serving Christ. This is a lifelong commitment
for us, and a commitment to those God places in our paths, requiring years of study,
writing, and practicing.
       In the United Methodist Church our journey to ordination or licensing takes a
minimum of five years, but no more than eight. After ordination or licensing we
are then required to complete eight approved continuing education credits every
four years; all in addition to fulfilling the requirements of our “position description,”
maintaining families, navigating personal crises, and let’s not forget global
pandemics.
       As clergy of the Baltimore Washington Conference of the United Methodist
Church we commit to serving wherever we are sent in a conference that covers (at
least temporarily) everything from Pennsylvania & Delaware and the Eastern Shore
all the way to the panhandle of West Virginia. And we do so because this is the life
to which we are called.
       This past year has been particularly difficult for all clergy for most of us have
never navigated the crises thrust upon us. It invited an extra layer of stress to a call
that requires preparation often likened to medical school or the schedule of an ER
physician. 
       Let me be clear - this is not a plug for “atta girls” or pity hugs or “you poor
thing” glances. This is the life I and many others have willingly and lovingly made
our commitment. 
       But it is important to share that we are much more than a collar, a voice behind
the pulpit, the seat at the head of the table, a visitor or counselor. We are human.
We make mistakes, we get hurt, but we keep going. Because God called us and we
couldn’t say no.

Then I heard the Lord asking, “Whom should I send as a messenger to this people? Who
will go for us?” I said, “Here I am. Send me.” (Isaiah 6:8)

Peace, 
     -- Pastor Pat 
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We, the community of St. Paul's United Methodist Church,
Kensington, welcome you in love. Jesus Christ accepts all, excluding
none. So we welcome and affirm you who are gay, straight, lesbian,
bisexual, transgender, or queer. We welcome you without regard to

your sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, national
origin, culture, race, ethnicity, ability, education, or age. We

welcome you no matter your immigration, marital, or economic
status. Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, we welcome and

affirm you as one of God’s children into our community of God’s
unbounded love. All are celebrated here and all are safe.

Welcoming Statement

October 3 is both World Communion Sunday AND our Great Day of Service! 
 Our 10:30AM worship will include the return of our choir, plus special global
music from guest percussionist Tom Teasley.  After worship and throughout
the week, groups of volunteers will gather inside the church, on the grounds,
at home, and in the community to participate in volunteer projects.  
October 17 is our first-ever Reconciling Sunday.  We will celebrate the first
anniversary of our vote to become a Reconciling congregation with story
and song, and we will also dedicate a new flag to be displayed next to our
sign at the bottom of Knowles Avenue.  Following worship, at 1:30 PM our
annual Church Conference will be held via Zoom – all are welcome to attend.
Please see page 6 of this Epistle for details!
October 24 will begin our annual “stewardship season,” in which we discern
and dedicate our gifts of time, talent and treasure to God for the upcoming
year.  This year’s focus is on “Sowing The Seeds Of Heaven”; keep an eye out
for more on this in your mailbox this month!
October 31 will be our first-ever Halloween Sunday!  Adults and children are
invited to come in costume (rumor has it Micah will even be preaching in
costume!) as we hear the apocryphal story of Bel and the Dragon.  Children
are invited to remain in worship for this special service.

Dear St. Paul’s family – 

October is upon us!  The leaves are falling, the temperatures are cooling to that
delicious crispness I so enjoy, and there is so much happening in the life of our
church:

Whether you join us in person or online, we can’t wait to see you!

Peace,
     Pastor Kate

10:00 AM - 3:00 PM, Monday-Thursday. 

If you'd like to drop something off, pick something up, or phone and speak to a
volunteer or staff person, please do! Appointments are recommended to see
someone specific, since individuals may arrange off-site visits, meetings, or work-
from-home hours. Church offices are closed Fridays & Saturdays.

St. Paul's Office Hours for 2021
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The following St. Paul's members are currently unable to participate in
the life of the church in-person, and appreciate your thoughts and

expressions of care.

Mrs. Pauline Banyasz
3618 Littledale Rd
Apt. 218A
Kensington MD 20895

Mrs. Angela Barr
8207 Meadowbrook Lane
Chevy Chase MD 20815
 

Mrs. Marianne Blankenship
3501 Woodridge Ave.
Wheaton MD 20902

Mr. Frank Johnson
110 Apache Trail
Winchester VA 22602

Mrs. Edie Kirk
3616 Littledale Rd
#109
Kensington MD 20895

Mrs. Grace Lawson
8413 Nunley Drive, Apt. D
Baltimore, MD  21234

Mrs. Helen Lidie
14809 Pennfield Circle
#415
Silver Spring MD 20906

Mr. & Mrs. Harold & Del Moyer
419 Russell Ave
Apt. 114
Gaithersburg MD 20877

Dear St. Paul's Community, 
       I wanted to share an overdue but heartfelt thanks to those of
you who sent cards, said prayers, and lifted my family up after my
dad passed away late last Spring.  I truly appreciate and cherish all
of the words of sympathy and healing. 
       With love,
           Laura Simpson

Send a Card or Note
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Thank You, Thank You

Sympathy
We offer our deepest sympathies to those

who lost loved ones in September

David & Laura Tribble
following the death of David's mother

Betty Tribble

Dear Friends,
     Heifer International gratefully recognizes St.
Paul's United Methodist Church for your
contribution of healthy animals and training in
their care to help struggling families overcome a
life of hunger and poverty. "The earth is the Lord's,
and the fullness thereof; the world, and they that
dwell therein." (Psalm 24:1)
       Sincerely,
            Pierre Ferrari, CEO
            Heifer International

Dear St. Paul's,
      Thank you so much for your continued support! We are so
grateful here at the Clothing Center at Interfaith Works for the
generosity of your congregation for our Back-to-School campaign!
I want to thank Angela particularly for her work in organizing the
collection and for dropping off the supplies with her daughters.
What a blessing it is to know that we have such kind-hearted and
committed donors when we need them the most. Again, thank
you for your generosity.
       Stay safe, 
           Miranda Marks
           Community Engagement
           Volunteer Coordinator
           Interfaith Works Clothing Center (Rockville MD)

the family of 
Debbie Hippchen

the family of 
Jean Trumbo

Pray continually,
give thanks in all

circumstances; for
this is God’s will for
you in Christ Jesus.

1 Thessalonians 5:17-18
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We warmly welcome everyone to worship in person each week.
We continue to monitor the covid-19 situation and adapt to keep everyone as safe

as possible while we worship God together.

Worship Indoors
9:00 AM and 10:30 AM
October 3, 10, 17, 24, 31

In the Sanctuary
 

Worship Online
10:30 AM service is streamed live 

stpaulsk.org/worship/worship-at-home
 

Special Events to Note:
 

October 3: World Communion Sunday. Sanctuary Choir returns.
 

October 17: Reconciling Sunday followed by Church Conference, sharing our
annual state of the church with the district.

 

October 24: Stewardship season launch.
 

October 31: Halloween. Costumes encouraged!

Lectionary

October 10
Ruth 1:1-22
Preaching: Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton

In-Person Worship
October 3
Mark 8:1-10
Exodus 16:4-8
Preaching: Rev. Dr. Patricia Allen

October 24
Job 42:1-6, 10-17
Matthew 13:1-8 
Preaching: Rev. Dr. Patricia Allen

October 17
Matthew 25:14-20
Esther 4:9-17
Preaching: Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton

Re-Entering Well for Worship

All those in worship must remain masked, regardless of vaccination status, with the mouth and nose covered. 
Singing while masked will be allowed.
The Sanctuary Choir, with smaller numbers, returns to lead the music at the 10:30 service.
Bibles and Hymnals are available in the pews. 
Use Attendance Pads in the pews to register your attendance.
Prayer Request forms are available in the pews. Please fill it in, and leave it in the offering plate.
Communion will continue to use the all-in-one element packets to be consumed in the privacy and safety of
your home.
Collection Plates will continue to be placed at the Sanctuary doors for offerings. We will not pass plates among
the pews. Online giving by credit cards is available at stpaulsk.org/giving.
You will still need to enter and exit as directed. Please take your bulletins and all other items with you. 
We will continue to livestream our 10:30 AM service at stpaulsk.org/worship/worship-at-home.

The Re-Entering Well committee at St. Paul's continues to follow the news and makes every effort to identify
the best practices that will let us engage in work and worship as safely as possible.

Beginning Sunday October 3, 2021 the following Re-Entering Protocols for Worship will be implemented:

St. Paul’s hopes all who are able to be vaccinated against covid-19 will demonstrate Christ-like love for themselves
and their neighbors by receiving the vaccine.

October 31
Daniel 14:1-30 (Apocrypha: Bel and
the Dragon)
Preaching: Mr. Micah Smartt
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Prayerwaves

Still
Wednesday

Fall 2021 Schedule: Tuesdays & Thursdays at 9:00 AM

Looking for a way to start your day with a breath of spiritual encouragement from
the clergy and staff? The Daily Breath will be offered twice a week, on Tuesdays and
Thursdays. You may find a meditation, reading, time of music, or personal
reflection. After each live session closes, the video will be available for later viewing. 

No Facebook account required! 
www.facebook.com/stpaulskensington

7:00-8:00 PM  •  Wednesdays
Memorial Garden at St. Paul's and online

Still Wednesday will be gathering outdoors in the Memorial Garden at St. Paul's, as
weather allows. All are welcome at this contemplative experience. Bring your own
chair to the Memorial Garden (between the church parking lot and the Sanctuary) or
borrow a folding chair from the church. Masks will be optional outdoors while we are
able to maintain some distance. The exact format changes week to week, but typically
Still Wednesday offers a time of prayer in the form of poetry, scripture, music, or art.
There is usually 20 minutes of silent contemplative prayer, listening, and a chance to
reflect privately or share.

In the event of rain or other challenging weather, we will return to using Zoom only.
To be sure whether we're meeting in person or only by Zoom, feel free to text or call
Kenzie at 301-237-1520 to confirm.

Here is the Zoom log-in information:
    Meeting ID: 815 9385 9811
    Passcode: Oliver

Wednesdays at 10:00AM

All are welcome at this time of prayer over the airwaves. We connect by phone each
Wednesday. Each session usually lasts about half an hour. After greeting one another,
we take turns praying for the concerns of church members, friends, and even those
unknown to us. 

On Wednesday, dial 425-436-6326 a few minutes before 10:00 AM so we are ready to
begin on time. Then enter access code 774042 followed by the # sign.  

To receive the prayer list in advance by email, contact Meg Baker at
mbaker@stpaulsk.org.

Paper Prayer Request Forms are now available on Sundays! You can find yellow cards
in the pews. We will be slowly replacing the older format with new cards, but the
purpose will be the same - to invite your joys and concerns. You may share
confidentially with the pastors or with the entire prayer team. Write out your
requests, then return the card by placing it in the offering plate.

You can also continue to submit prayer requests using the online form, day or night.
Visit our website at stpaulsk.org/community/prayer-requests to find the prayer form.

Prayer
Request
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Church Conference
Sunday, October 17
1:30 PM
Zoom

This annual meeting provides a "state of the church" snapshot from key
areas including Staff-Parish Relations, Finance, Facilities, and the Pastors'
Report. As in previous years, this Church Conference meeting will include
multiple churches in our geographic cluster, and will be presided over by a
representative designated by our district superintendent. 

All are welcome to attend. The Zoom meeting will be managed by the BWC
Administrator; pre-registration is needed for Zoom participation. After
registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing additional
information about joining the meeting. Go to
stpaulsk.org/community/calendar-events to find the button to register. 

If you are unable to use Zoom video-conferencing on a device and would
prefer to use the telephone for voice-only participation in the Church
Conference meeting, call in using phone number 301-715-8592, Meeting ID#
995 5417 1696, Security Passcode  832936.

From Rachel Stalcup, SPRC chair

In celebration of Pastor Kate’s ordination this month, the Staff-Parish Relations
Committee is welcoming financial contributions to the Staff-Parish Appreciation Fund,
which will be used to purchase a gift on behalf of the congregation. If you are moved to
contribute, donations may be made online by credit card using the “Additional
Contribution Options” feature at stpaulsk.org/giving and entering “Staff Appreciation
Fund” in the line for the designated fund or cause. Donations by check are also
welcome, made payable to “St. Paul's UMC” with “Staff Appreciation Fund” in the
memo. Checks can be placed in the Sunday offering plates or mailed to the church: St.
Paul's UMC, Attn: Michelle Gregonis, 10401 Armory Ave., Kensington MD 20895.

SPRC Staff Appreciation Fund

Saturday, Oct. 9  •  11:00 AM  •   Zoom

October 9-10 is Faith & Blue Weekend. The National Faith & Blue Weekend
organizers represent every major national law enforcement membership and
professional organization in the United States, and every faith tradition. Let us
focus our attention on building bridges and relationships with those God has
called to the noble profession of law enforcement.  St. Paul's is privileged to
join our District 2 Montgomery County Police Commander Sean Gagen and our
Community Police Officer, Officer Dana Stroman, and our sister churches
Warner Memorial and Christ Episcopal, in a ZOOM conversation about local
engagement with the community. Find the link in the Weekly News email, or
use this log in:
Meeting ID: 876 6027 4771
Passcode: 329134
Phone: 301-715-8592

Faith & Blue Weekend: Local Events
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Mondays, Oct. 11 & 25  
7:00-8:30 PM 
Library at St. Paul's

After many months on Zoom, we are
meeting again in-person for a time of
fellowship. Bring your knitting, crochet, or
other project and join us. All crafters
welcome! Dates for meetings through the
rest of 2021 are: Nov 8 & 22, Dec 13 & 27.
Contact Karen Codner
(kdc811@gmail.com) for details. 

Yarn Ministry

You can help St. Paul’s efforts to feed our food-insecure neighbors! Email Dawn Ely at hunger@stpaulsk.org to volunteer. We
always need help sorting, bagging, taking inventory, greeting families, handing out bags, and making deliveries. (SSL hours
are available for youth!)

Want to help but can't volunteer? You can donate non-perishable food any time the building is open. See below or visit
stpaulsk.org/service/hunger-ministry for the shopping list. Please remember: Nobody wants to eat "expired" food. Please
check the dates on the labels, and only give things with a sell-by/use-by date of November 2021 or later. And please do not
donate anything in glass jars. Glass breaks! Broken glass shards are dangerous for our volunteers and families. (Plus, it
makes a mess. Have you ever tried mopping up boxes and bags covered in an entire jar's worth of tomato sauce? Not fun.)
Financial contributions are a quick, mess-free way to help out, too. These allow us to buy bulk food and grocery store cards;
donate at stpaulsk.org/giving or by check made out to St. Paul's UMC with "Hunger Ministry" on the memo line. 

Your contributions make a real difference for people facing hunger in the 20895 ZIP code area.

Hunger Ministry - Feeding Neighbors in Need

Box of breakfast cereal or
instant oatmeal
Rice - 1 bag or large box or
2 small boxes
Beans - 1 bag or 2 cans
Pasta - 1 box or bag

Vegetables - 3 cans
Fruit (including applesauce) -
2 cans or jars
Peanut Butter - 1 jar
Shelf stable milk (32 oz
carton)

Pasta Sauce - 1 large jar or can
Mac & Cheese - 2 boxes
Chicken Breast - 1 or 2 cans
Tuna (or other fish) - 2 cans
Healthy lunchbox snacks
(granola bars, single-serve fruit
cup packs, crackers, etc.)

Craft Fair

Food Donation Items Requested

Sundays, Nov. 14 & 21

The annual Yarn Ministry Craft Fair will be held
this November! Beautiful and unique hand-
made items will be arranged in the Octagon
room and available for purchase. Donations of
crafts made by St. Paul's members and friends
will be gladly accepted for sale. As in years past,
all proceeds from the Craft Fair will be donated
to worthy charities. Please contact Mary Revenis
(mrevenis@cnmc.org) for more information.

Sanctuary Flowers

After a long break and the many worship transitions covid-19 has wrought, St. Paul's will
be offering Sanctuary Flower sponsorships again in 2022. 

The sign-up calendar for the 2022 year will be available on the bulletin board in the
church office on or around December 1.

As before the pandemic, flowers may be given in memory of a departed loved one, in
celebration of a milestone, in honor of someone, or simply to the glory of God. There are
a few changes from pre-covid times. Our flower team will create one arrangement (rather
than two), and the price has been reduced to $45.  

Additionally, we are planning to offer poinsettias this year at Christmas time. Details are
currently in the works!
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Worship in the Park on September 29 included music from a great group of singers and our bluegrass band. 
The blessing of the pets brought out friends with fur, fins, and feathers.

Worship in the Park

Baptized and Beloved
Whether baptized quietly in the DuVall Chapel or in the Sanctuary before hundred of

people, all are welcome as part of the family of faith. 

Pastor Kate
baptized little
Cora Belle on
September 15

while loved ones
surround her and

her mother.



Staff SpotlightEpistleTheEpistleThe

This month the SPRC invites you to learn more about Dr. Meg Baker, Minister of
Spiritual Care and Formation. 

SPRC committee member Marge Higgins shares: "I have known Dr. Meg Baker since the now-
27-year-old twins referenced below came to my two-year-old Sunday School class and I can
attest to the fact that she has many superpowers, as well as secret and not-so-secret talents,
not adequately covered in her answers below!"

Marge: What drew you to St. Paul’s?
Meg: Twenty-seven years ago, my husband Mike and I were newly married, new to
Kensington, and new to parenthood. We wanted to have our twin babies baptized and
began our search for a home church. Mike and I were both raised Catholic but were
looking into other denominations. After calling several different churches in the area, we
phoned St. Paul’s. Then-church administrator Sharon Parker answered the phone and,
upon hearing our story, said, “Oh, lapsed Catholics make the best Methodists!”  And the
rest is history.

Marge: What do you like best about your job at St. Paul’s? 
Meg: Does this answer have a word limit? There are so many "bests" about working here. I
love being in community and ministry with the people of St. Paul’s, and feel so fortunate
to be a part of the staff here. I am thankful for the many joys and challenges that
characterize our work. I am surprised that St. Paul’s has yet to be featured in The
Washingtonian’s “Best Places to Work.”

Marge: What is your superpower/secret talent?
Meg: I have an uncanny (and sometimes annoying) knack for spotting typos and faulty
grammar, but that’s hardly a superpower. Based on the feedback I’ve had from others
over the years, I guess my “secret talent” is a combination of being a good listener,
brainstorming, and following through on things.

Marge: What is your proudest moment? 
Meg: My proudest moment, which was really a miracle in disguise, was receiving word that
my doctoral thesis had been approved. My multi-year journey at the Institute for Worship
Studies was rich with experiences that both enlarged and challenged my understanding of
the Christian faith, although I have to admit that the thesis phase was no picnic. I could
never have crossed the finish line without the amazing support and encouragement (and
occasional tough love) from so many of you.

Marge: What’s your favorite thing to do outside of work? 
Meg: Outside of work, I like to play the piano and harp, write music, go for long walks, visit
with family and friends, watch movies, write parodies, and take cat naps. I also like
hanging out with other people’s dogs (and their owners), especially Tracey Furman’s
wonderful westie, Abbey – she is the ultimate love-bug, hands down!

Marge: What are people most surprised to learn about you?
Meg: Many of you know that I play the piano and have done so since my youth. You may be
surprised to learn, however, that I am able to play the piano with my toes. I don’t think this
would ever have become a part of my skill set were it not for the challenge my friends
posed when I was in middle school. Determined to rise to the challenge, I discovered that
the big toe can navigate playing the tune "I’d Like to Teach the World to Sing" by using just
the black keys (which are higher and farther apart). I think I am going to regret letting this
cat out of the bag! 

The Staff-Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) is a committee of church members focused on fostering a strong relationship
between the staff and the congregation, and the congregation and the district superintendent. Questions? Contact Rachel
Stalcup, Chair, at rachelstalcup@gmail.com. 
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SPRC Staff Spotlight: Meg Baker

Photos top to bottom: Meg playing piano with Abbey, discovering her coworkers decorated her office to celebrate finished
doctoral work, playing piano & harp for Tea at Strathmore, in costume as one of the Three Kings.
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Tuesdays beginning November 2
6:30-8:30 PM

Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton will be leading this popular study
on Tuesday evenings starting in November in a hybrid format,
although most of the sessions will be held by Zoom. The cost
is $40, which includes a copy of the study manual. 

Mondays beginning Oct. 11
7:00-8:30 PM

St. Paul’s will offer a new adult Monday night discussion group, facilitated by Mike McCurry using material from The Wired
Word (www.thewiredword.com). The Wired Word provides provides fresh materials each week that connect current events
with matters of faith, linking the latest headlines to relevant Scripture passages.  

The Wired Word: Monday Night Study with Mike McCurry

Each week we send out articles for discussion, which participants are encouraged to
review in advance (although this is not required) in order to formulate their thoughts for
sharing in the Monday night meeting. All views and perspectives are welcome for non-
confrontational discussion. 

To participate, please sign up at stpaulsk.org/community/adult-education. In order to
receive the articles in advance, please sign up by the Friday before the Monday session.
You will only need to sign up once to participate on a regular basis, and rolling sign-ups
are also welcome. To check out a session, join us by Zoom: Meeting ID 826 2523 1064;
passcode 784482.

Meet Your Leader: Mike McCurry has been an active member at St Paul’s for over 30 years.  He has served as Lay Leader, a
delegate to our UMC Annual Conference and worldwide General Conference, and as a professor and administrator at our local
Wesley Theological Seminary.  He served in the U.S. Senate and various campaigns during his career and was Press Secretary to
President Bill Clinton.

Disciple I: Becoming Disciples through Bible Study

Meet Your Leader: Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton (she/hers) joined the St. Paul’s family in 2018 after serving previously as a
chaplain at Saint Elizabeths Hospital and MedStar Washington Hospital Center in Washington, DC. She holds M.Div (2017) and
M.A. (2013) degrees from Wesley Theological Seminary and is a certified Mental Health First Aid instructor. Pastor Kate is
passionate about ministry with those experiencing mental illness, walking alongside the LGBTQ+ community, anti-racism,
social justice advocacy, and pastoral counseling.

This thirty-four week study offers an overview of the entire Bible and gives the Old and New Testaments equal time,
emphasizing the wholeness of the Bible as a revelation of God. The Disciple series draws upon the work of scholars, the
personal Bible reading and study of the participants, and dynamic group discussion to aid understanding of the Bible.
Participants spend approximately three hours of independent study each week in addition to the weekly class sessions.
While the Bible is the primary text, the study manual helps to guide group members in preparation for the weekly group
session. Registration is open until October 25; please sign-up at stpaulsk.org/community/adult-education

The mission of The Wired Word is to supply churches with solid scriptural material to help facilitate group
discussions about important matters of faith raised by the news of the week. The material is interdenominational
and stands in the mainstream of the Christian faith.  The Wired Word’s editorial board helps to choose the topic
each week and is careful to present the material without overlaying it with the position of any denomination. 
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Wednesday Study Group: Discussing Mere Christianity

Wednesday
4:00 PM  
Zoom

Our Wednesday afternoon Study Group continues over Zoom with a special series inspired by
C.S. Lewis’s classic book.  All are welcome.

Participants explore the history, meaning, and relevance of C.S. Lewis’s influential  work Mere
Christianity.  Each session highlights a particular theme from Lewis’ book and begins with a 20-
minute video presentation from well-known Lewis scholars, followed by a time of discussion.
Familiarity with Mere Christianity may be helpful but is not required.  

Under the guidance of  Dr. Meg Baker, Minister of Spiritual Care and Formation, St. Paul's offers a number of
different adult education and small group experiences through online, in-person, or hybrid formats. 

Saturdays
11:00 AM-12:00 noon
Zoom

This gathering is facilitated by Dr. Meg Baker using the BibleProject’s
Reflections Bible Study. Each week’s session includes an audio talk and a
time of interactive Bible study and discussion. A short video may also be
viewed as time allows. 

Saturday Bible Study: Reflections

To participate on an ongoing or occasional basis, please visit stpaulsk.org/community/adult-
education and sign up to receive the Zoom invitation. Questions? Contact Meg Baker
(mbaker@stpaulsk.org).

October 2 – Promise for New Hearts. In the Bible, we see God’s people have failed over and over again. As humans,
we’re so messed up. Will there ever be a day when we get it right? Today we’re getting honest about the cost of moral
failure as we also acknowledge the relentless promises of God.
October 9 – Treasured by God. When we’re overwhelmed by the state of our world, what should we do? In this study, we
are reading in the book of Malachi to remember what God does to encourage those who trust in him. 
October 16 – The Baptism of Jesus. In this study we are reflecting on the significance of Jesus’ baptism in Matthew’s
Gospel account. 
October 23 – no Bible Study 
October 30 – Who Do You Say I Am? What does it really mean for Jesus to be the messianic King? Is it all glory, peace,
and power? 

Topics for October: 

All are welcome to participate in this one-hour, no-prep weekly study on a regular or drop-in basis. Sign up at
stpaulsk.org/community/adult-education or look for the link in the Weekly News, or contact Meg Baker at
mbaker@stpaulsk.org.

Your input is valuable to us as we plan, and we would love to know what
works for you and what doesn’t. Among other things, we are imagining how
to reboot the Lectionary Bible Study, Taste & Sing, and short-term holiday-
season programs. If there's something you miss or would like to suggest,
contact Meg Baker at mbaker@stpaulsk.org or 240-723-6642.

Other
Opportunities
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Restart?Restart?Restart?

We're back to our normal schedule! It's been great to see

lots of new faces, and some of our more seasoned youth

as well! We hope as the year progresses, we'll have more

and more of our youth return!

On a typical SPY Sunday event, for the first 15 minutes,

we'll check in with each other, and wait for the full group

to arrive. After that, we'll have a game or activity that will

occupy most of our time together. We'll have a brief 15

minute lesson relating to the game or activity (what we're

calling a "debrief" to tie into our SPY name), and then, as

time allows, finish with a short game or two before we

end.

For a variety of reasons, we are asking parents and youth

to enter and exit the building at a new location - the

exterior entrance of the Multi-Purpose Room on the back

end of the building (Fawcett Street). 

SPY (St. Paul's Youth) is open to all friends of St. Paul's in grades 6-12.

Middle School (MS) | Grades 6-8 | 4:30 - 6:00
Senior School (HS) | Grades 9-12 | 7:00 - 8:30

Remember your mask and water bottle! 

Weekly Events Have Resumed!

It's that time of the year again - we're holding our annual

"Pumpkin-Palooza" Pumpkin Carving event at 1:00 on

Halloween Sunday, October 31. We'll take care of

providing tools and pumpkins, all we need are youth and

their ideas! 

Note: Because it is Halloween, this event will replace

normal youth events that night. For more information,

contact Micah!

As a bonus, enjoy some pictures from last year's event!

ENTER HERE!ENTER HERE!

PUMPKIN-PALOOZAPUMPKIN-PALOOZA  
20212021

COMBINED MIDDLE SCHOOL & HIGH SCHOOL EVENT
OCTOBER 31, 2021 | 1:00 - 3:00 | YOUTH LOUNGE

NOVEMBER 5-7, 2021 @ MANIDOKAN | COST: $85

SIGN UP BY OCTOBER 28, 2021!

Our "Restart?" theme will feature biblical heroes who were

forced to start over from square one and the lessons that

we can learn from them. We're looking at changing things

up a bit with this retreat - revising our schedule, modifying

how our games and lessons work, and even including

building in some time to get some homework done during

the weekend, if desired!

We will be following the Covid-19 protocols that the

Baltimore Washington Conference Retreat and Camping

Ministries has set forth. For more information on the

protocols the camp is requiring, check out our website!

Usually, we need at least one parent chaperone to drive

and hang out with us over the weekend - if you are

interested or would like more information about

chaperoning retreats, please contact Micah!

Enjoy these pictures from our last retreats in 2019!

https://www.bwccampsandretreats.com/rcm-home-2/covid-19-updates/retreat-group-updates/
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Wilderness Trail

It's only been a couple months since we got back from our

2021 Trail experience, but we are already looking forward

to our Wilderness Trail Trip in Summer 2022! 

Wilderness Trail is a backpacking ministry set along the

Appalachian Trail in southern Virginia with the aim of

participants getting to better know themselves, each other,

and God as we hike and camp over 4 days on the trail and

activities at "the Property." 

Dates have not yet been released for 2022 but we'll expect

to have more information coming this month! Keep your

eyes open for more information.

SPY (St. Paul's Youth) is open to all friends of St. Paul's in grades 6-12.

Looking for more information about our program? We

have a variety of ways that we communicate! You can

locate the most relevant information here in the Epistle, on

our website, or on our youth bulletin board at St. Paul's. We

also have a "SPY Weekly Update" Email that runs

throughout our programming year. (We take a break

during the summer.) You can sign up for that email using

the sign-up link on our webpage

(stpaulsk.org/community/youth) or by emailing Minister of

Youth and Design, Mr. Micah Smartt at

msmartt@stpaulsk.org. If we have your family's address on

file, you may even find a flyer or two in your mailbox for

special events. And, finally, you can find us on Instagram at

stpaulsk_youth.

SPY Communications

Our Youth Choir is looking to return... but not this fall. We

hope to relaunch in January, during the 6:00 hour. For

questions or more information, visit our website or email

Tom Pedersen at tpedersen@stpaulsk.org.

St. Paul's Youth Choir

Confirmation 2022
We've made the decision to keep our class running from

late January through May this upcoming year.  If you'd like

to make sure you are on that list, please contact Micah

Smartt. 

This confirmation process and class component is geared

towards 7th & 8th graders - we believe this is the time in

their lives when youth are able to understand broad

theological concepts and make a decision on whether or

not they would like to: a) be a Christian, b) become a part

of the United Methodist Church, and c) join St. Paul's UMC

Kensington.

2022
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Two of our third graders who are unable to attend in-person learning at St. Paul’s
have taken it upon themselves to meet up every Sunday morning in the back yard
to hold their own Sunday School class together.  How ingenious and inspiring is
that?!

Sunday School: 

Backyard Edition

Nursery Care

Register for

Sunday School

Nursery care for those age 2 and younger is available during worship at both 9:00 AM and 10:30 AM year-round. To ensure a
safe child-to-caregiver ratio, pre-registration is requested, with walk-ins accommodated as our numbers allow. Register at
stpaulsk.org/community/children.

All children who participate in
Sunday School must be registered
to ensure we can have safe
student-to-teacher ratios,
emergency contact info, allergy
alerts, and all the other important
info that helps ensure a safe and
successful Sunday School
experience. To register, visit
stpaulsk.org/community/children.
Unregistered children may be
accompanied by a parent for walk-
in registration as our numbers
allow.

If you have any questions or concerns, or for more information, please feel free to contact Dr. Meg Baker at
mbaker@stpaulsk.org or 240-723-6642.  We hope to see you and your little ones this fall!

Costumes Encouraged!

At long last, in-person Sunday School
is back in session at St. Paul's, and the
halls are once again teeming with the
voices and laughter of children during
the 10:30 AM worship hour.  Many
families have begun to frequent our
classrooms on Sunday mornings – fully
masked, of course – while others have
opted to delay returning until their
children have been vaccinated.  

We are grateful for the small but
mighty band of Sunday School
teachers leading classes for preschool-
and elementary-age children, age 2
through grade 5. 

Sunday School

Worship on October 31 will be a
special treat this year! Children
and adults alike are
encouraged come to church in
costume. Sunday School
classes will not be held so that
all may participate in a unique,
kid-friendly worship service
unlike any we've done before! 

Third Grade Bibles
On Christian Education Sunday in September,
our third graders were presented with Bibles of
their own. While they will use them in Sunday
School, it's also exciting to see them exploring
this precious book on their own.
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As the days feel shorter and the nights get longer, we might be looking for a little extra light. The Bible tells us that we
should let our light shine, so people will see our good works and praise God in heaven. Look in the Gospel of Matthew (the
first book of the New Testament) and find chapter 5, then read verses 14-16 and see if you can fill in the blanks below!

You are the _ _ _ _ _ of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a _ _ _ _ puts it under the

bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the _ _ _ _ _. In the same way, let your light _ _ _ _ _

before others, so that they may see your good works and give _ _ _ _ _ to your Father in heaven. 

Cut off the top:
Lord, open my mind and fill me with your

wisdom and guidance.
 

Scoop out the yuckies:
Lord, take out all of my fussies and
frownies and fill me with your love.

 
Carve the eyes:

Lord, open up my eyes to see all of the
beautiful things you have made.

 
Carve out the nose:

Lord, help me be a sweet fragrance for you.
 

Carve out the mouth:
Lord, help me to always speak your words of

love and kindness.
 

Place a candle inside:
Lord, let me be a light to others, for you have

filled me with your light.
Amen.

A Pumpkin Prayer
It's beginning to feel like autumn with crisp, cool air moving in and pumpkins appearing around every corner. If you're planning
to carve a jack-o-lantern for Halloween this year, here's a little prayer you can think about while you shape your creation.

Across
3. the place where pumpkins grow
5. what we often do in a pile 
     of leaves
6. a large rounded orange-yellow
     fruit
7. those things that drop from the
      trees in the fall

Halloween 

is on Sunday,

October 31

Down
1. a raggedy figure 
     placed in open 
     fields to 
     discourage birds
2. another word for
      the fall season
4. squirrels go nuts 
     over these
6. pumpkin tastes 
     really good when 
     it’s cooked in one 
     of these

Crossword Fun

A Little Extra Light...

Use these clues to
fill in the grid for a
fall-themed
crossword
challenge.



Worship with St. Paul's

Worship in the Sanctuary: 
     Sundays, October 3, 10, 17, 24, 31
     9:00 & 10:30 AM 

Worship-at-Home:
     Livestreaming each Sunday at 10:30 AM
     stpaulsk.org/worship/worship-at-home   

Epistle Options

Email (color)
Send an email to stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org 
to be added to the email list.

Download (color)
Go to the St. Paul's website at stpaulsk.org/community/epistle-weekly-news

Mail (black & white)
Contact the church office at 301-933-7933 ext 100 or
stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org to be added to the mailing list.

October 2021

stpaulsk.org  |   301-933-7933


