
Letter from the Senior Pastor
Greetings Beloved,
       According to the Farmer’s Almanac, November is considered a month of
transition, particularly from fall to winter. There is also some weather related
folklore attached to the season as well. For instance, it's said that however the
weather manifests itself in November, will be true of the following March.
Thunder in November is a sign of the fertility of the next year. 
      Whether these folklores will prove true remains to be seen. But one thing
which is certain is that November is the season of transition in life and the church.
It’s the month that signals the end of the year is fast approaching. It’s the month
symbolizing perhaps a time of family gatherings in a way we could not do last
year. It’s a month that reminds us that we don’t have long to accomplish those
goals we set for ourselves in January.
       It is also the time in the church when we anticipate a new season of the
manifestation of Christ.
       The last Sunday in the calendar of the church is Christ the King Sunday,
which this year is November 21, 2021. It is the Sunday we will celebrate the
transition of leadership, the passing of the baton, between those who have served
and those who will serve.
       However the time between the ending of one year and the beginning of next
is brief. The first Sunday of Advent and the first Sunday of the liturgical year is
November 28, 2021. There is precious little time between the two to lament what
was left unfinished and step into what is to be done.  
       The reality is, as long as we think someone else will take care of “it” we will
never bridge the gulf between goal and accomplishment, vision and
manifestation. Too often we wait for someone better qualified, the one with the
more flexible schedule, the person with less commitments, or the staff…. to do
“it.”
       The work of the church cannot rest on the shoulders of a select few. We may
not all be able to do the same things, but we can each bring something to the
table that will further God’s vision for us. 
       What are you willing to do?
Peace, 
     -- Pastor Pat 
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Dear St. Paul’s family – 

Over the last month or two, I have received many gifts, notes, and congratulations
over my ordination, which took place October 27.  To all of you, I say, thank you!
Ordination is a once-in-a-lifetime event, and even in the midst of COVID,
something very much worth celebrating.  As I’ve shared before, I have been in the
“discernment process” for TWELVE YEARS – nearly a third of my life!

For all that effort, not much will change in my day-to-day ministry here at St.
Paul’s now that I am an elder in full connection in the United Methodist Church.
The only visible change you will see is that I am now entitled to wear stoles during
worship, which I am very excited to do!  In addition to the stoles St. Paul’s owns
that match each of our parament sets, I also now am the proud recipient of stoles
gifted to me by my husband, family, and friends.  I am looking forward to showing
off my “clergy fashion” in the weeks and months to come!
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We, the community of St. Paul's United Methodist Church,
Kensington, welcome you in love. Jesus Christ accepts all, excluding
none. So we welcome and affirm you who are gay, straight, lesbian,
bisexual, transgender, or queer. We welcome you without regard to

your sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, national
origin, culture, race, ethnicity, ability, education, or age. We

welcome you no matter your immigration, marital, or economic
status. Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, we welcome and

affirm you as one of God’s children into our community of God’s
unbounded love. All are celebrated here and all are safe.

Welcoming Statement

The stole is an ancient symbol
with many meanings.  It can
symbolize the ropes and chains
worn by Christ after his arrest and
during his crucifixion.  It also
stands for the “yoke” of ministry
and our commitment as pastors
to shepherd our congregations. 
 The colors of stoles usually
correspond to the colors of the
church’s liturgical calendar,
though often orange or rainbow
stoles are associated with gun-
control or queer-inclusive
activism.

Red is the color traditionally worn at ordination, and is meant to symbolize the
presence of the Holy Spirit. It was a joy and a privilege to receive this particular
stole at my ordination – it is both a family gift from my mother, and made by a fair-
trade cooperative in Guatemala, which holds a special place in my heart. 

I look forward to wearing it again on Christ the King Sunday, which we will
celebrate on November 21 as we thank leaders who are stepping down from
church leadership and pay tribute to the lasting legacy of the Friendship Club.  We
hope to see you there!

Peace,
     Pastor Kate

Clockwise from center: Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton; Rev.
Angela Wells; Rev. Marion Easterling; Bishop LaTrelle

Easterling of the UMC Baltimore-Washington Conference;
Marianne Budde, bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of

Washington; Rev. Dr. Patricia Allen.
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November 28
Luke 1:28-38
Preaching: Rev. Dr. Patricia Allen

We warmly welcome everyone to worship in person each week.
We continue to monitor the covid-19 situation and will adapt to keep everyone as

safe as possible while we worship God together.

Worship Indoors
9:00 AM and 10:30 AM

In the Sanctuary
 

Worship Online
10:30 AM service is streamed live 

stpaulsk.org/worship/worship-at-home
 

Special Events to Note:
November 7: All Saints Sunday.

November 21: Lay Leader Recognition.
November 28: First Sunday of Advent.

Lectionary

November 14
Matthew 18:23-35
Preaching: Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton

In-Person Worship
November 7
John 11:32-44
Revelation 21:1-6a
Preaching: Rev. Dr. Patricia Allen

November 21
Joshua 31:1-8
Revelation 1:4-8
John 18:33-37
Preaching: Rev. Dr. Patricia Allen

10:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Monday-Thursday 

If you'd like to drop something off,
pick something up, or phone and
speak to a volunteer or staff person,
please do! Appointments are
recommended, since individuals
may arrange off-site visits,
meetings, or work-from-home
hours.

Church offices are closed Fridays &
Saturdays, and federal holidays.

Re-Entering Well for Worship

 While county policies continue to change, we will err on the side of caution for now and do our best to protect one
another. All those in worship must remain masked, regardless of vaccination status, with the mouth and nose covered.
We will continue to livestream our 10:30 AM service at stpaulsk.org/worship/worship-at-home.

The Re-Entering Well committee at St. Paul's continues to follow the news and makes every effort to identify the best
practices that will let us engage in work and worship as safely as possible.

St. Paul’s hopes all who are able to be vaccinated against covid-19 will demonstrate Christ-like love for themselves and their
neighbors by receiving the vaccine.

Office Hours
In the event of inclement weather, St. Paul's follows Montgomery
County Public Schools announcements regarding students' hours.
When county schools are running on a 2-hour delay, our offices will
open at 12:00 noon. When schools are closed, the office and
building will also be closed. Staff may choose work-from-home
hours on inclement weather days. 

For Sunday worship during weather events, the pastors will assess
the forecast and make a determination about holding in-person
Sunday worship by 5:00 PM on the day before. Any decision to
cancel in-person worship will be shared on the stpaulsk.org website,
office voicemail, weekly news email, and Facebook. Please
determine your own comfort level before considering venturing out,
and choose to be safe.

Weather Policy

The Kensington-North Chevy Chase Ministerium, an interfaith group of
faith leaders and congregations in our area, announced they will not
conduct an ecumenical community service for Thanksgiving this year. 

Community Thanksgiving 
Worship Canceled
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Mrs. Mabel Baker
3618 Littledale Rd
Apt. 218B
Kensington MD 20895

Dr. Jo Campa
301 Russell Ave
Wilson Building, #219
Gaithersburg MD 20877

Mrs. Dorothea Depenbrock
6602 Greyswood Road
Larmax Home 
North Bethesda MD 20817

Thank You, Thank You
Dear St. Paul's Friends, 
     Thank you each so much for the lovely cards and words that lifted our Spirits. We were surely comforted in knowing that
St. Paul's is holding us in prayer. And each of your words, such as "May you feel God's presence on this healing journey,"
assured both of us that God was  clearly present  in your kind and caring words.  
     St. Paul's is clearly a Spirit filled church, "praying for healing, peace and comfort," and I know where that comes from. 
     The humorous covers on many of the cards not only lifted us up but helped us smile and laugh the entire week. 
     "Love and blessings" for all of you. 
             Nancy and Jim Holland       

The following St. Paul's
members are currently unable
to participate in the life of the

church in-person, and
appreciate your thoughts and

expressions of care.

Mrs. Becky Little 
Oak Park Arms
408 S. Oak Park Ave., #311
Oak Park IL 60302

Mary McCausland
4223 Colchester Drive
Kensington MD 20895

Mrs. May Oliveri
3616 Littledale Road
Room 208-B
Kensington MD 20895

Ms. Susie Propes
3301 S. Leisure World Blvd.
Apt. #2E
Silver Spring, MD  20906

Send a Card or Note Sympathy
We offer our deepest sympathies to

those who lost loved ones in October.

Margaret Thurlow
following the death of her sister

Carolyn Wilson

Carol Woodside
following the death of her mother

Helen Woodside

Suzan Crump
following the death of her mother

Barbara Jean Greer

Cheryl Wangner
following the death of her father

Richard Wangner

Dear Friends in Mission, 
     Thank you! The dear people you just helped with your gift to UMCOR may never have the opportunity to meet you, but if
they did, I am certain their response would be Thank You!
     Since 1940, UMCOR has served as the humanitarian agency of The United Methodist Church, providing disaster response
and relief to areas impacted by natural and man-made disasters around the world. And through your financial support, you
are serving within a vital network of interactive relationships as UMCOR responds to increasingly-frequent and destructive
storms, sharing 100% of donated funds with those in need!
     Together may we continue to reveal the love of God for men, women, and children of all ethnic, racial, cultural, and
national backgrounds and to demonstrate genuine love for our neighbors.
        Grace and Peace,
             Roland Fernandes
             General Secretary
             General Board of Global Ministries
             United Methodist Committee on Relief

Let the peace of Christ
rule in your hearts, since
as members of one body

you were called to peace. 
Colossians 3:15a (NIV)
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Still Wednesday

Tuesdays & Thursdays at 9:00 AM
Looking for a way to start your
day with a breath of spiritual
encouragement? Join clergy and
staff live twice a week and you
may find a meditation, reading,
time of music, or personal
reflection. Once the live session
ends, the video will be available
for later viewing. No Facebook
account required! 
facebook.com/stpaulskensington

7:00-8:00 PM  •  Wednesdays
in person and online

For the fall, Still Wednesday will be gathering outdoors, as
weather allows, and gathering by Zoom when the weather
looks challenging. All are welcome at this contemplative
experience. Masks will be optional outdoors while we are
able to maintain some distance. The exact format changes
week to week, but typically Still Wednesday offers a time of
prayer in the form of poetry, scripture, music, or art. There
is usually 20 minutes of silent contemplative prayer,
listening, and a chance to reflect privately or share. To be
sure whether we're meeting in person or only by Zoom, feel
free to text or call Kenzie at 301-237-1520 to confirm. Here is
the Zoom log-in information:
    Meeting ID: 815 9385 9811
    Passcode: Oliver

You can find yellow prayer request
cards in the pews on Sunday. You
may share your joys and concerns
confidentially with the pastors or
with the entire prayer team. You can
also continue to submit prayer
requests using the online form. Visit
stpaulsk.org/community/prayer-
requests to find the prayer form.

Sundays at 9:00 AM

We welcome new Lay Readers (to read the
scripture) who would like to assist in the first
worship service on Sundays. There are dates
available throughout the winter! To sign up, go to
stpaulsk.org/community/calendar-events and look
for the button. Click, then add your name and email
address next to your chosen date. If you want to
know more, please contact the pastors and they'll
be happy to answer your questions.

Prayerwaves
Wednesdays at 10:00AM
All are welcome at this time of prayer by phone. Each session
usually lasts about half an hour. After greeting one another, we
take turns praying for the concerns of church members, friends,
and even those unknown to us. On Wednesday, dial 425-436-6326 a
few minutes before 10:00 AM so we are ready to begin on time.
Then enter access code 774042 followed by the # sign. To receive
the prayer list in advance by email, contact Meg Baker at
mbaker@stpaulsk.org.

Prayer Requests

Mondays 
Nov 8 and 22
Dec 13 and 27
7:00-8:30 PM 
Library at St. Paul's

All crafters welcome! We are now meeting in-person for a
time of fellowship and creativity. Bring your knitting,
crochet, or other project and join us. Dates for meetings
through the rest of 2021 are: Nov 8 & 22, Dec 13 & 27.
Contact Karen Codner (kdc811@gmail.com) for details. 

Yarn Ministry

Sunday Lay Readers

First Wednesday of the Month
7:00 PM

The ladies of the Lydia Circle welcome visitors and new
members any time. Any woman who would like to join us
can email Susan Schwarz at susan10748@aol.com or call
301-339-8242 for details. Plans could change month to
month, so be sure to get on the Lydia Circle list for updates.

Lydia Circle

Sanctuary Choir
These faithful singers are the voices that lead hymns and
share anthems in the 10:30 worship service. Rehearsals are
on Thursday evenings. 

For questions about the choir, reach out to Director of
Music, Mr. Tom Pedersen at tpedersen@stpaulsk.org or
contact the church office at 301-933-7933.

Sing psalms and hymns

and spiritual songs 

among yourselves.
Ephesians 5:19



www.stpaulsk.org6 • The Epistle • November 2021 

Events and ActivitiesEpistleThe

Instead of the annual Giving Tree and Cookies & Carols party with gift distribution,
which would require risky in-person gatherings, this year we’re providing Christmas
support in the form of department-store gift cards and grocery cards for local
children and families in need. 

We’re asking St. Paul’s members and friends to participate in the Christmas Card
Challenge by purchasing or creating Christmas cards, then writing a personal
message of holiday cheer inside. The cards you purchase or create will accompany
the gift cards we send, adding a personal touch for the families we serve.  

Cards may be deposited in the Christmas Card Challenge box in the church office and
need to be received by November 21. If your card has an envelope (envelopes not
required), please do not seal it; leaving it unsealed allows us to insert the gift cards
before mailing.

Meg Baker is working to bring many
elements of our annual Advent Craft
Workshop to you virtually. We would
love it if you would consider leading a
craft for the Advent Craft Workshop -
Virtual Edition. (Videographer provided
upon request!) To volunteer, or for more
information, please contact Meg Baker
at mbaker@stpaulsk.org or 301-933-
7933 ext. 104.

Christmas Poinsettias Coming Soon!
This year we are delighted to share that the pastors and worship leaders are planning in-
person Christmas services in the Sanctuary. (Details coming soon!) This also means an
opportunity to brighten the Sanctuary with beautiful poinsettias. Our members and
friends will be able to sponsor poinsettias in honor or in memory of loved ones, and to
take home a plant after the Christmas season. Details, including prices, will be shared in
the worship bulletins and weekly news emails once plans are finalized.

Additionally, the sign-up calendar for Sanctuary Flowers for 2022 will be available on the
bulletin board in the church office on or around December 1.

Christmas Card Challenge

Craft Fair
The annual Yarn Ministry Craft Fair will be held this year on in
November in the Octagon room. 

Now until November 13, we are gladly receiving donations of
crafts for sale made by St. Paul's members and friends. 

The craft fair features a wide array of handmade treasures - see
the photo to the left and look for the Crafts display on November
7, offering a preview of some of the diverse items that will be on
sale! The sale will take place after worship hours on Sundays,
November 14 & 21, plus additional times during the week.

All proceeds from the Craft Fair are donated to charity.
Questions? Please contact Mary Revenis (mrevenis@cnmc.org).

Local artist and friend of St. Paul’s Suly
Uberman has donated a number of original
artworks to raise funds for the St. Paul's
Justice & Compassion Community Grants
program and the Technology Advancement
Fund.  These works will be available for sale
at the same time as the Craft Fair and 100%
of the proceeds will go to the above-
mentioned programs. 

Advent Crafting Art Sale
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Stewardship Moment
From Jen Graff, Stewardship Chair
Careful planning and planting — and your pledging — allow St. Paul’s to evaluate how we can
best sow the seeds of Christ's love in the coming year. Stewardship Sunday is November 21. Join
us on a 4-week journey as we savor, remember, appreciate, and make a vow regarding what we
want to sow.  

 pledge online at stpaulsk.org/giving or by returning the pledge form by mail or in-person.
 participate in one of the many worship activities or small groups to advance St. Paul’s mission. 
plant your “seeds” and "seed money." Share what grows via email (jengraff@hotmail.com) or
social media using #stpaulskseeds.

We hope you will:  
1.
2.
3.

How do I get the new St. Paul's folding camp chair?
During covid-times, we've all been doing things outdoors - including worship! - where
we need to bring along our own chairs. So as a special THANK YOU, we've ordered
these new St. Paul's folding camp chairs and will be giving one to each household
that makes a pledge for 2022! 

To get your chair:

A) Bring your paper pledge form to church on Sunday, November 21, when we
celebrate stewardship. Go to Micah Smartt's office 8:45-9:00AM or after the 10:30AM
worship service. Hand in your pledge form, and he'll hand you a chair!

B) Mail your pledge to the office. Give us a week for the post office to do its thing and
get your letter to us! We'll add you to the "pick up" list and you can visit Micah Smartt
on Sunday or see Erin Steele in the church office during the week. (Look below for
times!)

C) Pledge online. Give us three business days to add you to the list for a chair, then
you can pick up at Micah Smartt's office on Sundays, or see Erin Steele in the church
office during the week. 

8:45-9:00AM on Sunday, November 21
after 10:30AM worship on Sundays November 21, December 12, December 19
during office hours (10AM-3PM) on Mondays, Tuesdays, or Thursdays, November 22-December 21.
by special arrangement; call the office if none of these times work for you!

Pick up times:

Pledge on November 21... or any time!
We will celebrate stewardship and receive pledges with special thanks on Sunday, November 21. But you can pledge any time!
Blank pledge forms are available in the church office and the online pledge form will remain available throughout the year -
visit stpaulsk.org/giving. If you wish to check on your pledge or make changes, please contact Michelle Gregonis, Treasurer, at
mgregonis@stpaulsk.org or 301-933-7933 ext. 110.

The General Fund makes up the bulk of the budget for the day-to-day life and work of the church including such things
as worship, utility bills, salaries, and office supplies.
The Improvement Fund is designated for the ongoing care of our facilities including such things as repairing the
heating or air conditioning systems, fixing leaky pipes, or providing fresh paint.
The Technology Advancement Fund is a new budget item for 2022 and will help us upgrade aging computer systems,
keep our data secure, improve our livestreaming and online engagement, and to create new secure wifi coverage.

You can pledge to support three different dedicated funds:
Pledge Funds
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Hunger Ministry - Feeding Neighbors in Need

Box of breakfast cereal or
instant oatmeal
Rice - 1 bag or large box or
2 small boxes
Beans - 1 bag or 2 cans
Pasta - 1 box or bag

Vegetables - 3 cans
Fruit (including applesauce) -
2 cans or jars
Peanut Butter - 1 jar
Shelf stable milk (32 oz
carton)

Pasta Sauce - 1 large jar or can
Mac & Cheese - 2 boxes
Chicken Breast - 1 or 2 cans
Tuna (or other fish) - 2 cans
Healthy lunchbox snacks
(granola bars, single-serve fruit
cup packs, crackers, etc.)

Donation Items Requested

Every month, we provide help and hope for people in the 20895 ZIP code who face food
insecurity, through shelf-stable pantry items and grocery store gift cards.

Interested in volunteering? Email Dawn Ely at hunger@stpaulsk.org. 

Want to help but can't volunteer? You can donate non-perishable food any time the
building is open. Remember to check that the use-by date isn't too close, and don't
donate anything in glass. (It breaks!)

Financial contributions are a quick, mess-free way to help out, too. These allow us to buy
bulk food and grocery store cards; donate at stpaulsk.org/giving or by check made out to
St. Paul's UMC with "Hunger Ministry" on the memo line. 

Your contributions make a difference for people facing hunger in the 20895 ZIP code area.

Wednesday, Nov. 17  •  6:00 PM  •   Zoom

In November, the Better Humans Book Club will meet to discuss Native by Kaitlin
B. Curtice.

From the publisher: “Native is about identity, soul-searching, and the never-
ending journey of finding ourselves and finding God. As both a citizen of the
Potawatomi Nation and a Christian, Kaitlin Curtice offers a unique perspective
on these topics. In this book, she shows how reconnecting with her Potawatomi
identity both informs and challenges her faith. Curtice draws on her personal
journey, poetry, imagery, and stories of the Potawatomi people to address
themes at the forefront of today's discussions of faith and culture in a positive
and constructive way. She encourages us to embrace our own origins and to
share and listen to each other's stories so we can build a more inclusive and
diverse future. Each of our stories matters for the church to be truly whole. As
Curtice shares what it means to experience her faith through the lens of her
Indigenous heritage, she reveals that a vibrant spirituality has its origins in
identity, belonging, and a sense of place.”

For the Zoom link, contact Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton at kfulton@stpaulsk.org
or look in the Weekly News email.

Better Humans Book Club

The Better Humans Book Club, under the umbrella of the Justice & Compassion team, invites readers of all backgrounds to
connect with stories from historically underrepresented perspectives and consider nonfiction that challenges us to critically
examine and engage with our world.

Update: Due to logistical challenges, the United Methodist Men
regret to announce that the Fall Apple Sale has been canceled. We
apologize for the disappointment.

Apple Sale 
Update
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Marge: True, but I think all of us share some of this same hesitation. What especially struck me is Pastor Pat’s joyful
reminder that our Savior suffered through all these hurts and more, that Jesus not only loves me, He even understands me
to the core. The other thing that struck me that morning as I looked out and welcomed everyone at the beginning of the
service was the bustling joy of all of us together, spread out all the way from one side of the park to the other and back to
the avenue.

Bill: Babies, kids, oldsters, and dozens of pets! The lady beside me, peering over her pooch, exclaimed, “I think there’s a
chicken back there!” And there was! And when the pastors scurried from pet to pet, offering each a special blessing, such
joy. “All God’s Critters Got a Place in the Choir,” the band sang, and there was no doubting it.

Marge: Is it only me, Bill, or does that special service and a lot more besides seem like a time of beginnings to you, too?

Bill: It does! A Chancel Choir member told me during that service that they would soon begin rehearsing… and now we’re
enjoying their music during weekly worship. Just after, I heard that our Hunger Ministry is pushing out into the community.
And I met a lady worshiping with us the second time who’ll be coming again. Many things are starting up, others continuing
— just look at the chock-full Epistle! — but I’ll bet none of our programs and activities will be exactly the same as before.
Even the annual financial pledge campaign seems more a beginning than just the same old thing.

Marge: On the Church Council, we’re also considering beginnings. How will St. Paul’s move forward based on the strengths
that emerged from our Readiness 360 survey last winter? How can we energize the enormous leadership potential in the
congregation? Does our current administrative structure match an era of new beginnings? We pray for God’s gift of
discernment to know which of all our opportunities we must focus on and bring to fruition.

Bill: You mention strengths, Marge. Our pastoral strength is one. Staff strength another. And St. Paul’s has come through
strong financially. I hope we’ll all read the recent Pastor’s Report at the Pastors' Page on our website (stpaulsk.org/we-are-
all-about/the-pastors-page). The pastors prepare this type of report annually for the church conference. They state their
goals for the coming year and a brief summary of our congregational strengths. Indeed, that’s the most important strength
at St. Paul’s: each of us in the congregation and all of us together. You agree?

Marge: I sure do! I’m glad we’re friends, Bill. I’m glad we are all so many friends in Christ, sharing our hurts and joys,
beginning… 

Marge Higgins, Lay Leader at St. Paul's and Bill Butz, Chair of the Church
Council, share this conversation for November.

Bill: Hey Marge, I’m still thinking about the church service in the park, the
one with the toe-tapping bluegrass music and the pets. Yeah, that perfect
early fall morning when Pastor Pat shared with us the hurts in her life and
asked us each to consider “Where does it hurt?” Throughout September,
she and Pastor Kate have opened to us the hurts in their own lives. It’s OK,
they said, OK to admit that I hurt, to talk about it, to bring it before the Lord.
Well, I needed some convincing about all this. I’m a guy. That, you’re not! 

Lay Leaders' Chat

In September, eleven women graduated as Health Promotors thanks to the support
of our community health program. The women would have graduated a year ago, but
Covid has changed life for all of us. The Indigenous people in Mexico are generally
relegated to remote areas. We are very pleased that five Indigenous women,
Totonaco and Nahault, will be better prepared to serve their villages in promoting
better health. Among the graduates was Ocotlan, a Nahault woman from a village in
the mountains of Cuetzalan; she is a leader and a specialist in natural medicine. The
courses were taught in an interactive fashion with topics including breast cancer and
prostate cancer, heart disease, the reproductive system, pregnancy and delivery,
monitoring diabetes, giving injections, and tracking blood pressure - it's not as easy
as you might think to take blood pressure readings!

Update from the Missionaries
From Nan McCurdy & Miguel Mairena, UMC Missionaries living and working with Give Ye Them To Eat, an integrated
development program in rural Mexico. To directly support their missionary work, donations can be made to St. Paul's UMC
with "Nan & Miguel" in the memo line.
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This month the SPRC invites you to learn more about – and to rejoice
with – the Reverend Kate Mackereth Fulton, Associate Pastor, who was
ordained during the Annual Conference of the Baltimore Washington
Conference of the United Methodist Church on October 27, 2021.
-Marge Higgins, SPRC

Marge: What do you like best about your job at St. Paul’s? 
Pastor Kate: Opportunities to try new and different things are always fun
for me, whether it’s a new song in worship or a different Bible study
format. I am a natural experimenter and really enjoy the chance to lean
into something new!  However, the most life-giving thing for me as a pastor
is always the opportunity to sit and share a meal with people and hear
their stories; I truly cherish those moments of vulnerability and
connection.

Marge: What is your superpower/secret talent?
Pastor Kate: I’m not sure I have many “secrets” at this point, but one
talent I have is the ability to speed-read, which definitely comes in handy
with all the research that goes into sermon-writing!  I average about ten
books read each month between church-related reading and “just for fun”
stuff.  My favorite genres are biography, sci-fi/fantasy, epics, and non-
fiction adventure stories.

Marge: What's your proudest moment?
Pastor Kate: As a pastor, my proudest moments have been our church
votes – first to begin the Reconciling process, and then of course to
become a Reconciling congregation! Personally, my proudest moments
were graduating with each of my Masters degrees from Wesley (fun fact: I
have two!  I earned my M.A. in 2013 and my M.Div in 2017.)

Marge: What's your favorite thing to do outside of work?
Pastor Kate: As you may have already guessed, reading takes up a LOT of
my time… but apart from that, spending time with my husband and my
pets, eating out at delicious restaurants, and volunteering at our local
animal shelter are all on the list!

Marge: What are people most surprised to learn about you?
Pastor Kate: We have a LOT of dietary restrictions in our house. My
husband is allergic to red meat (anything without fins or feathers) and is
lactose-intolerant, while I recently developed a gluten intolerance – so we
are really terrible dinner guests!

The Staff-Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) is a committee of church members focused on fostering a strong relationship
between the staff and the congregation, and the congregation and the district superintendent. Questions? Contact Rachel
Stalcup, Chair, at rachelstalcup@gmail.com. 

www.stpaulsk.org10 • The Epistle • November 2021

SPRC Staff Spotlight: Kate Mackereth Fulton

Photos from ordination, October 27, 2021. 
Top: Kate and husband Andrew Fulton.

Middle: with sponsors Rev. Angela Wells and Rev. Dr. Patricia Allen
Bottom: Bishop Easterling laying hands at ordination.
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The Wired Word: Monday Night Study with Mike McCurry

Mondays
7:00-8:30 PM 
Zoom

Join facilitator Mike McCurry for a weekly discussion connecting current news with matters
of faith and scripture. Sign up at stpaulsk.org/community/adult-education to receive articles
in advance, or drop in using Zoom Meeting ID 826 2523 1064; passcode 784482.

From Dr. Meg Baker, your Minister of Spiritual Care and Formation

This is the first of a monthly feature highlighting a particular website that may be helpful to you in
your faith journey. The November Site-Seeing Spotlight is Pray As You Go (https://pray-as-you-
go.org). 

Site-Seeing

Pray As You Go is a daily prayer session, designed to go with you wherever you go, to help you pray whenever you find time.
Each session, which lasts between ten and thirteen minutes, provides a framework for your own prayer by offering music,
Scripture and some questions for reflection. The style of prayer is based on Ignatian Spirituality and is produced by Jesuit
Media Initiatives, with material written by a Jesuit and other experts in the spirituality of St. Ignatius of Loyola. Pray As You
Go is intended to help listeners become more aware of God's presence, reflect on God's word, and grow in relationship with
God. The sessions are inviting and engaging and are useful in shaping a rhythm for personal spiritual practices.

Adult Study Groups

Our Wednesday afternoon adult study group has wrapped up our Fall studies for 2021. We will not meet for the remainder
of the calendar year. 

The Saturday study group, which has been using the Reflections Bible Study program, will also take a break for the
remainder of the calendar year. We look forward to resuming adult Bible study opportunities in 2022.

Questions? Contact Meg Baker (mbaker@stpaulsk.org).

Advent 2021: Signs of the Sacred is a downloadable devotional booklet made available at no cost
from the Society of St. Andrew. As the Advent season arrives, we look forward to celebrating the
birth of the Christ-child. Many struggles and crises from last year have continued into this year,
and many people continue to ask themselves, “When will things get better?” This year’s theme
encourages looking for positive signs of improvement and healing. The daily devotions – all new
for 2021 – include the stories and experiences of people of faith, both pastors and lay persons,
from all walks of life. To download this Advent devotional, please go
https://endhunger.org/advent.
Advent: A Calendar of Daily Devotions 2021, available through Abingdon Press, contains readings
for each day of Advent, including a passage of Scripture, a devotion, and a closing prayer. Paper
copies of this devotional will be available for pick-up in the Narthex beginning November 21. To
have one mailed to your home, contact Erin Steele in the church office:
stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org or 301-933-7933 ext 100.

Each of the resources listed below provides an opportunity to journey meaningfully through this
season and prepare our hearts for the birth of Jesus and his message of peace:

The Season of Advent
Advent comes from the Latin word, adventus, meaning "coming." In the season of Advent, we prepare for the coming of
Christ: the promised coming of the Messiah to the Jews, the coming of Jesus being born in Bethlehem, the promised return
of the risen Christ in final victory, and the continual coming of Christ into the lives and hearts of believers. This year, Advent
begins on Sunday, November 28, and ends on Christmas Eve. 
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We're back to our normal schedule! It's been great to see

lots of new faces, and some of our more seasoned youth

as well! We hope as the year progresses, we'll have more

and more of our youth return!

On a typical SPY Sunday event, for the first 15 minutes,

we'll check in with each other, and wait for the full group

to arrive. After that, we'll have a game or activity that will

occupy most of our time together. We'll have a brief 15

minute lesson relating to the game or activity (what we're

calling a "debrief" to tie into our SPY name), and then, as

time allows, finish with a short game or two before we

end.

We are asking parents and youth to enter and exit the

building at a new location - the exterior entrance of the

Multi-Purpose Room on the back end of the building

(Fawcett Street). 

SPY (St. Paul's Youth) is open to all friends of St. Paul's in grades 6-12.

Middle School (MS) | Grades 6-8 | 4:30 - 6:00
Senior School (HS) | Grades 9-12 | 7:00 - 8:30

Remember your mask and water bottle! 

Weekly Events Continue!

While we always have a great time with our youth, it

sometimes is necessary to cancel our group meetings for

various reasons - usually, we try to give as much notice as

possible. 

For this month cancelation is due to the Thanksgiving

Holiday - families tend to travel (and sometimes, so does

Micah) on this weekend, so due to low numbers and/or a

lack of leadership we traditionally cancel these youth

events. 

Looking forward into December, our first weekend 

(Dec. 5) will be canceled due to rescheduling of our High

School Youth retreat! (If you'd like to know more about

that retreat, check out the information below!) 

While we never expect to or want to cancel, sometimes

emergencies happen. If we ever have to cancel an event

last minute, we will email our weekly email list and

update our Instagram and our church website to reflect

the cancelation. 

There will be no SPY meeting on 
November 28 due to the holiday weekend.

Youth Group Cancelations

Wilderness Trail

Dates for Wilderness Trail 2022 have been set! We will be

hiking July 26 - July 31.

We have a total of 12 spots for youth and up to 3 for Adult

Chaperones. This year, Wilderness Trail welcomes the

return of junior staff to our groups - which means one less

youth for each group - so be sure to sign up early.

Wilderness Trail expects that by Summer 2022, they will be

able to welcome back many past traditions in their fullness.

Keep an eye out - more information and our online

registration form will be available later this month!

Wilderness Trail is a backpacking ministry set along the

Appalachian Trail in southern Virginia with the aim of

participants getting to better know themselves, each other,

and God as we hike and camp over 4 days on the trail and

activities at "the Property."  

2022
Restart?Restart?Restart?

NOW DECEMBER 3-5, 2021 @ MANIDOKAN 

COST: $85 | SIGN UP BY NOVEMBER 28, 2021!

For various reasons, we've rescheduled our High School

SPY Retreat from November to December!

Our "Restart?" theme will feature biblical heroes who were

forced to start over from square one and the lessons that

we can learn from them. We're looking at changing things

up a bit with this retreat - revising our schedule, modifying

how our games and lessons work, and even including

building in some time to get some homework done during

the weekend, if desired!

We will be following the Covid-19 protocols that the

Baltimore Washington Conference Retreat and Camping

Ministries has set forth. For more information on the

protocols the camp is requiring, check out our website!

Usually, we need at least one parent chaperone to drive

and hang out with us over the weekend - if you are

interested or would like more information about

chaperoning retreats, please contact Micah!

Retreat Rescheduled!

https://www.bwccampsandretreats.com/rcm-home-2/covid-19-updates/retreat-group-updates/
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SPY (St. Paul's Youth) is open to all friends of St. Paul's in grades 6-12.

Our Youth Choir is looking to return... but not this fall. We

hope to relaunch in January, during the 6:00 hour. For

questions or more information, visit our website or email

Tom Pedersen at tpedersen@stpaulsk.org.

St. Paul's Youth Choir Confirmation 2022
We've made the decision to keep our class running from

late January through May this upcoming year.  More

information will be made available soon! If you'd like to

make sure you are on that list, please contact Micah Smartt

(msmartt@stpaulsk.org). 

This confirmation process and class component is geared

towards 7th & 8th graders - we believe this is the time in

their lives when youth are able to understand broad

theological concepts and make a decision on whether or

not they would like to: a) be a Christian, b) become a part

of the United Methodist Church, and c) join St. Paul's UMC

Kensington.

We had a great time with the youth that attended on

pumpkin carving event with us on Halloween! Enjoy some

pictures taken during our time together! 

PUMPKIN-PALOOZAPUMPKIN-PALOOZA  
20212021
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Register for Sunday School

All children who participate in Sunday School or Nursery
Care must be registered to ensure we can have safe
student-to-teacher ratios, emergency contact info, allergy
alerts, and all the other important info that helps ensure a
safe and successful Sunday School experience. To
register, visit stpaulsk.org/community/children.
Unregistered children may be accompanied by a parent
for walk-in registration as our numbers allow.

If you have any questions or concerns, or for more information, please feel free to contact Dr. Meg Baker at
mbaker@stpaulsk.org or 240-723-6642.  We hope to see you and your little ones this fall!

Christmas Pageant 
Re-Imagined for 2021

On Children’s Sundays, usually held on the first Sunday of
each month, children should come directly to the Sanctuary
with their families at 10:30 a.m. A children’s message will be
offered early in the service, after which children and their
teachers will transition to their Sunday School classrooms for
the remainder of the worship service. 

What is Children's Sunday?

Given the ongoing risks associated with Covid-19, and the
challenges involved in securing commitments from
children and adult for this holiday season, St. Paul’s clergy
and staff have determined that a traditional Christmas
Pageant will not be offered this year.  However, the pastors
are planning to lead a joyous "Pop-Up Instant Pageant"
during the 5:00 PM family-friendly service on Christmas
Eve. Look for Christmas details in the coming weeks!

Sunday School Schedule

November 7: Children's Sunday - families begin together in
worship at 10:30 then children transition to their
classrooms.
November 28: Sunday School classes will not be held on
November 28, the Sunday after Thanksgiving.

Sunday School classes for children in 5th grade and younger are
held most Sundays during the 10:30 a.m. worship service
throughout the school year. 

Children in 3rd through 5th grades meet in the Parlor.

Children in Kindergarten through 2nd grades meet in Room 200. 

Preschoolers meet in the Nursery. On most Sundays, parents
should accompany their children to the classrooms and pick
them up when the worship service ends.

Dates to note this month: Above & below: as part of a Sunday School lesson
"Bartimaeus Sees" (Mark 10:46-52), Mrs. Burak's class
read the Bible, played a blindfold game, and learned a
little about Braille (including an in-person encounter with
Braille elevator buttons). At left: Mr. & Mrs. O'Reilly and
students connect Bible readings and activity pages.

TeachersWe
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What's in a word?

Ah, November… a time for hot apple cider, hay rides, family gatherings.
Plus, we get a 25-hour day on November 7!

It might surprise you that this month is also celebrated as Aviation
History Month, Military Family Month, and Banana Pudding Lovers
Month. Ironically, given that turkey is the signature dish of a major
holiday, November has also been named World Vegan Month!

And, there are two very important November holidays. On November 11,
we celebrate Veterans Day and give thanks for those who have served in
the U.S. military. Then, of course, there’s Thanksgiving Day, November
25, when we give thanks for all that God has given us. 

See how many words you can make from letters in the word 

T H A N K S G I V I N G

Notes on November

 ____________________

 ____________________

 ____________________

 ____________________

 ____________________

 ____________________ 

 ____________________

 ____________________

 ____________________

 ____________________

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.
   

11. ____________________

12. ____________________

13. ____________________

14. ____________________

15. ____________________

16. ____________________

17. ____________________

18. ____________________

19. ____________________

20. ____________________
   

Bonus Holiday! In 1999, the home
economists of Whirlpool Home
Appliances established November 15
as "National Clean Out Your
Refrigerator Day."

See if you can solve this verse from Ephesians 5:20 (International Children’s Bible version) 
using five A’s, eight E’s, four I’s, six O’s, and two U’s.

__lw__ys     g__v__     th__nks     t__     G__d     th__
F__th__r      f__r      __v__ryth__ng,     __n      th__

n__m__      __ f      __ __r       L__rd      J__s__s      Chr__st
   

Fun kid-friendly news, trivia, puzzles, and Bible verses prepared by our Director of Christian Education, Dr. Meg Baker.

Can I Have a Vowel?



Worship with St. Paul's

Worship in the Sanctuary: 
     Sundays, November 7, 14, 21, 28
     9:00 & 10:30 AM 

Worship-at-Home:
     Livestreaming each Sunday at 10:30 AM
     stpaulsk.org/worship/worship-at-home   

Epistle Options

Email (color)
Send an email to stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org 
to be added to the email list.

Download (color)
Go to the St. Paul's website at stpaulsk.org/community/epistle-weekly-news

Mail (black & white)
Contact the church office at 301-933-7933 ext 100 or
stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org to be added to the mailing list.

November 2021

stpaulsk.org  |   301-933-7933


