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Letter From the Senior Pastor
My dear friends:
The phone has not rung in over 30 years.
On the stone wall in the narthex of St. Paul's is
this gray metal panel. Behind the door of this panel is
a phone. The phone is 50 years old, so it looks nothing
like the compact technology of today's devices. It’s
big and clunky.
It was modern when it was installed, though.
This November we will celebrate the 50th anniversary
of the consecration of St. Paul's Sanctuary. In
November, 1968, the members of this church praised God for the first time in
a brand new worship space that we have now called home for half a century.
In addition to new lights, new pews, and a new organ, this new Sanctuary also
came equipped with a new phone system.
This system was not for public use, hence this phone's concealment
behind that gray panel. It was so the ushers could contact the pastor during
worship. The pastor had a similar phone up in the chancel space, and there were
identical phones on the organ console and in the sound room. These were so
the pastor could contact each of these persons with instructions or changes to
the order of service without disrupting worship. Organist Marvin Mills and I
can successfully move through two entire worship services on Sundays without
exchanging any more words than "Good morning." It amuses me to imagine the
pastor and the organist chatting away on the phone during a hymn.
The pastor then was Rev. Charlie Kirkley, a key figure in the long
history of St. Paul's. It was Rev. Kirkley and a team of visionary leaders who dared
to build our current Sanctuary following a devastating fire in the old Sanctuary
(now Heavener Hall) in 1966. Rev. Kirkley is also St. Paul's longest-serving pastor,
leading this congregation for 25 years from 1960 until his death in 1985. We owe
much to this clergy leader.
The pastors who served St. Paul’s after 1985 never used the phone the
way Charlie did. The only remnant of that original system is behind that narthex
panel. That phone still has a button on it labeled "Charlie." To my knowledge it
has not rung since 1985.
If it rings, though, answer it. If it's Charlie Kirkley calling, I want to tell him
thanks for daring to build such a great church. And that, 50 years later, St. Paul's
is still going strong.
Light and peace in Jesus Christ,
A.B. Snell
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From the Desk of Pastor Kate
Dear St. Paul’s Family,
As we come to know each other better, I've started getting some questions
more often than others, and for the sake of clarity, thought I would answer
them here for everyone!
Q: Why don't you wear a stole (the colored cloth over the alb Rev. Snell
wears)?
A: I don't yet have the privilege to wear a stole because I am a "provisional
elder"; the commissioning I had in May is the first part of a two-step
ordination process that typically takes 3-5 years to complete. When
I have qualified, I will be consecrated as an "elder in full connection"
and as part of that ceremony, the Bishop will place a stole on me for
the first time. Once that happens, I will have the privilege to wear a
stole at any service I preside over.
Q: Why do you always wear a white robe instead of a black one? What is
the significance of each color?
A: The answer to this one is simple: because I don't own a black one
yet! St. Paul's is the first church I have served where black robes are
used regularly, and because robes are custom-made for each wearer,
they are rather expensive and take some time to procure. As far as
significance, each church has a different practice around robing. Here
at St. Paul's, our tradition has been for preachers to wear black robes
at non-sacramental services (i.e. services where we do not celebrate
Communion or baptism) and white robes for sacramental services.
Q: What name would you like to be called?
A: This is a great question! Rev. Snell prefers to be addressed as just that
– by title and surname. However, since Rev. Mackereth Fulton is rather
a mouthful, I am more than happy to be called Pastor Kate or Rev. Kate.
Q: What can we do to help you settle in here at St. Paul’s?
A: Another great question! And the answer is a simple one: please wear
your name tags to worship! With so many members both new and
seasoned (and some who are only with us for part of the year), wearing
your name tag helps me identify you easily, greet you by name and
helps me figure out who is here for the first time, vs. who I just haven't
met yet!
I'm so grateful to be part of our community
of faith, and can't wait to get to
know you better!
Peace,
Pastor Kate

Contact Us
SENIOR PASTOR
Rev. Dr. Adam B. Snell
absnell@stpaulsk.org
-------------------------------ASSOCIATE PASTOR
Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton
kfulton@stpaulsk.org
-------------------------------YOUTH PASTOR
Micah Smartt
msmartt@stpaulsk.org
-------------------------------DIRECTOR of CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Meg Baker
mbaker@stpaulsk.org
-------------------------------DIRECTOR of MUSIC
N. Thomas Pedersen
tpedersen@stpaulsk.org
-------------------------------ORGANIST
Marvin Mills
mmills@stpaulsk.org
-------------------------------OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR
Erin Steele
stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org
-------------------------------TREASURER
Sharon Zeigler
szeigler@stpaulsk.org
-------------------------------FACILITIES MANAGER
Tracey Furman
tfurman@stpaulsk.org
-------------------------------EPISTLE LAYOUT & DESIGN
Jay Codner
jgcodner@gmail.com

Stay Connected!
If you're not already receiving our
weekly emails and monthly Epistle,
please contact the church office.
Phone: (301) 933-7933
Email: stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org
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Worship Info
November 2018
Sunday, November 4
John 11:32-44
All Saints Sunday
Rev. Adam B. Snell Preaching
Wednesday, November 7
Still Wednesday Worship at 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, November 11
Psalm 127
50th Anniversary of the Sanctuary
Rev. Adam B. Snell Preaching
Wednesday, November 14
Still Wednesday Worship at 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, November 18
Matthew 6:25-33
Thanksgiving Sunday
Rev. Adam B. Snell Preaching
Tuesday, November 20
Interfaith Community Thanksgiving
Service at 7:30 p.m.
Holy Redeemer Catholic Church
9705 Summit Ave., Kensington, MD
Wednesday, November 21
Still Wednesday Worship at 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, November 25
Revelation 1:4b-8
Christ the King Sunday
Rev. Adam B. Snell Preaching
Wednesday, November 28
Still Wednesday Worship at 7:30 p.m.

Sunday Worship
Sunday @ 9:00 a.m.
Worship with Holy Communion in the
Sanctuary. Nursery Care available.
Sunday @ 10:30 a.m.
Worship in the Sanctuary. Sunday
School and Nursery Care available.

Thanksgiving Giving
There are three ways to be involved!
1. Donate individual Thanksgiving food such as corn, green beans, sweet
potatoes/yams, other vegetables, stuffing, potatoes, rice, cranberry
sauce, gravy, fruit, dessert item, juice. (No refrigerated items, please!)
2. Make a monetary contribution toward the purchase of perishables
and/or Safeway/Giant gift cards.
3. "Adopt" a family, providing all the fixings for a savory Thanksgiving
feast. There is an adopt-a-family sign-up sheet as well as a large
envelope for monetary donations in the church office.
Please bring all Thanksgiving donations to St. Paul's no later than Sunday
morning, November 18; we will distribute Thanksgiving food
baskets to our Kensington neighbors that evening. For
more information, please contact Jean Langbein
at jeanlangbein@gmail.com, (301) 787-5605,
or Micah Smartt at msmartt@stpaulsk.org,
(301) 933-7933.

The Giving Tree
We will once again be providing gifts for our neighbors in need this Christmas.
The Giving Tree will be up and decorated beginning November 25 – we
hope you will stop by to select a child for whom you are willing to provide
a Christmas gift. We are asking that all gifts be delivered to St. Paul’s by
Sunday morning, December 9. We will also be giving a $25 gift
card to our adult-only families, and you may wish to make
this your contribution. Please contact Jean Langbein
at jeanlangbein@gmail.com, (301) 787-5605 or Kim
Longsworth at kimberlylongsworth@gmail.com,
(301) 320-3684, for more information.

Cookies & Carols
St. Paul’s will be hosting its seventh annual
Cookies and Carols Party for our Hunger
Ministry families on Sunday, December 16,
from 2:00-4:00 p.m. in Heavener Hall. Please
join us in celebrating the season with our
neighbors that day! There are also many
opportunities to volunteer, such as baking
sugar cookies and cupcakes, decorating Heavener Hall, and helping with
children’s crafts. For more information, please contact Kim Longsworth
at kimberlylongsworth@gmail.com or (301) 320-3684. To sign-up using
SignupGenius, go to signupgenius.com/go/4090c48afac29a6fd0-cookies.
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Congregational Care
Thank You

Send a Card or Note

Dear Friends,

These members would appreciate your thoughts and expressions of care...

A heartfelt thanks to all of you for your
cards, thought, and prayers during
our daughter Jill’s recent surgery.
Your kindness and support helped us
though a very difficult time.
Love to All,
Steve & Pat Warren

Thank You
St. Paul's friends:
My family and I would like to thank everyone for all their cards, phone calls,
visits, support and prayers these past
two years, especially this summer as my
husband Ernie went into hospice and
passed away in September. I continue
to fight my fight with cancer, so please
continue to keep me in your prayers.
Thank you,
Althea Burnett

Thank You
To my dear St. Paul's family and friends:
I want to thank you for continued
prayers, love, and cards during the
months of my treatment for my multiple
myeloma. The treatment continues
every week and there is improvement.
Thanks again for your prayers and love.
Elaine Neidecker

Bear one another's burdens,
and in this way you will fulfill
the law of Christ.
- Galatians 6:2
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Mrs. Janet Dennis
2700 Barker Street, Apt. #343
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Mr. Paul Harding
12615 Holdridge Road
Silver Spring, MD 20906

Mrs. Aileen Hunt
3112 Gracefield Road
PV #421
Silver Spring, MD 20904

Mrs. Becky Little
Oak Park Arms
408 S. Oak Park Avenue, #311
Oak Park, IL 60302

Mrs. Esther McCraw
185 Pine Haven Shores Road
#4101
Shelburne, VT 05482

Ms. Susie Propes
3301 S. Leisure World Boulevard
Apt. #2E
Silver Spring, MD 20906

Ms. Helen Strang
16000 Woodview Terrace
Laurel, MD 20707

Mrs. Hazel Wright
333 Russell Avenue
Kindley Building, Room #407
Gaithersburg, MD 20877

Prayer Requests
Have a joy or concern? In need of
prayer support? Submit an online
prayer request, day or night. You
will have the option to share your
request with the Prayer Lift team
or only share directly with the
pastors. Visit our website to submit an online prayer request form at
stpaulsk.org/community/prayer-requests.

Take Them a Meal
John & Kelly Petch welcomed new baby
William Peter on Tuesday, October 2.
Anyone can sign up to provide them with a
dinnertime meal from now through November 16, and join this effort to
care for our growing church families. For dates, instructions, and allergy
information, please use the online "Take Them A Meal" sign-up form at
tinyurl.com/y78trrst.

More Congregational Care on Page 5

More Congregational Care
Welcome!

Still Wednesday Worship

A warm welcome to our newest members who joined the
St. Paul's congregation during the month of September

Curtis Cline
Autumn & Rei Takata
We are glad you are here and look forward to spending
times of worship and fellowship together in the future!
Welcome to St. Paul's!

Celebration of Birth
Special flowers graced the altar during the month of
September to celebrate the births of

Cayden Lyle & Reagan Lyle
twin great-granddaughters of Gil & Sheila Clark

Sympathy
Our deepest sympathy is expressed to these
members who mourn the loss of loved ones during
the month of September

We are bombarded in our daily lives with information
and a heightened level of stress. When was the last
time you unplugged, stopped and really listened, were
intentionally still? Come be 'alone, together.'
Still Wednesday is an opportunity to come spend one
hour in intentional stillness with God. Held each week
in the Sanctuary (or occasionally in the Octagon), themes
vary but follow a consistent format of:
 Opening Bell
 Contemplative Prayer Form
 Scripture, Reading, Poetry, Music, Art, Movement…
 20 Minutes of Silence
 Reflection / Journaling
 Optional Sharing
 Closing
November and December Still Wednesday themes will
include Body Prayer, Gratitude, Taize, & Stained Glass
Meditation. Weekly themes are listed on our webpage at
stpaulsk.org/worship/still-wednesday.

Ginger Geertsema & Family
following the death of her father, Ed Veazey

Althea Burnett & Family
following the death of her husband, Ernie Burnett

Jim Gelatt & Family
following the death of his sister, Nancy Chantry

Rick Greeley & Family
following the death of his wife, Laurel Greeley

Celebration of Marriage
We rejoice in the marriage of members during the
month of September

Caitlin Furman & Rolando Nodal
married September 5 in Kissimmee, Florida

Card Ministry
Send a card and put a smile on someone's face! Stop by
the Visitor's Desk in the Narthex on Sunday morning
and pick up a card to
send. The envelopes
are already addressed
and have the correct
postage. All you need to
do is write a short note
or sign it and put it in
the mail. It's that easy!

Do you have a thank you note to share with the clergy, staff or congregation at St. Paul's?
Share it with us at stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org by the 15th of the month to have it included in the next Epistle.
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Sunday School News
Age 2 - Grade 5 Sunday School
The children age 2 through grade 5 have been learning Bible passages and stories
from the Gospel of Mark. This fall's curriculum is Lectionary-based, which means
that their lessons will often parallel the Scriptures their parents are hearing in worship
services downstairs. The children also attend Opening Chapel, a weekly worship and
singing experience early in the Sunday School hour, after which they transition to their
classrooms for Bible lessons, activities, and, of course, snack!
November 18 is Children's Sunday, so all children age 2 through grade 5 should go directly to the Sanctuary for
worship at 10:30 a.m. After the Young People's Message, children 5th grade and below will transition to their classrooms.

Middle High Sunday School
Youth in grades 6-8 have been exploring a new curriculum as well. This year,
we are using the Re:form Core curriculum. Through thought-provoking
questions, surprising insights, and punchy graphics, the studies allow students
to discover the history and richness of the Scriptures, helping them answer the
question, "so what?"

Senior High Sunday School
The Senior High group is working their way through Echo: The Story, a biblical
narrative journey designed for youth using a variety of learning styles. Each lesson offers
opportunities for students to relate with God’s story through the storytelling process,
discover meaning, and develop fresh insights of the biblical narrative.
Youth (grades 6 through 12) attend the 10:30 a.m. worship service together on the first
Sunday of every month.

2x4's Ministry
Book Club
"And the Lord said, 'What have you done? Listen; your brother's blood is crying out to
me from the ground!'" The words of Genesis 4:10 will ring in our ears as we read Killers
of the Flower Moon: The Osage Murders and the Birth of the FBI by David Grann. This
history of several Native American Indian Osage people murdered in the 1920s intrigues
and convicts. Join us Monday, November 12 at the King home 7:30-9:00 p.m. If you
can't make it in November, get a head start on our December title, Educated by Tara
Westover. We will convene on Monday, December 10. Please contact Rachel King at
reking30@gmail.com for more details.

Monthly Luncheon
Celebrate an early Thanksgiving with a potluck hosted by the Lipford family on
Sunday, November 18 after 10:30 a.m. worship service. Sign-up details to come!
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Family Feature
Thanksgiving

Scrambled Feast Foods

Thanksgiving is almost upon us! In your mind's nose, can't you just
smell that bird roasting in the oven? Mmm, and all the wonderful
components of a fantastic Thanksgiving feast: mashed potatoes,
cranberries and stuffing, oh my!

Below is a list of some favorite Thanksgiving
feast foods. Try and unscramble the letters to
figure out what they are. Good luck!

What’s your favorite feast food? ______________________________
It has been said, "Thanksgiving
was never meant to be shut
up in a single day." Do you
remember the gospel story of
Jesus feeding the multitude?
Jesus "took the five loaves and
the fish, and when he had
given thanks, he broke them
and gave them to the disciples."
Also, at the Last Supper, Jesus
took bread and gave thanks,
lifted the cup, gave thanks and
offered it to His followers. Jesus
always prayed before meals. We should, too! Praying at mealtimes,
saying grace, helps us to remain grateful for all the wonderful
blessings we receive from God every day. There are lots of graces
that have been written, but you can always write one yourself. God
loves it when you speak to Him from your heart!

hedmsa taspeoot ________ _________
lavgestbe _____________
rygav _______
solrl _______
samy _____
ryutke _________
gtsufnif ____________
brsercinrea _______________
nuipmkp pei ____________ ____

Thanksgiving Maze
Help the turkey find his gobble by completing
the maze!

Try writing grace in your own words:
_________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
Why not share the grace you’ve written with your family?
Maybe you could all say it together on Thanksgiving Day!

Bible Time!
Look up these verses in your Bible: Psalm 107:1, Psalm 118:1,
Psalm 118:29, Psalm 136:1. What did you discover?
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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SPY News
Sundays are for SPYs!

St. Paul's
Youth

Saint Paul's Youth (SPYs) are meeting on Sundays for the 2018-2019 year! Weekly "regular"
SPY meetings are held at St. Paul's in the Youth Lounge and Multi-Purpose Room. Middle High
will meet 4:30-6:00 p.m. There's a half hour grace period for pick-ups and drop-offs, then
the Senior High meets 6:30-8:30 p.m. The meeting schedule may change due to other SPY
activities, so look below for more information!

Senior High Fall Retreat

Thursday Night Study

Due to several factors, the date of our
Senior High Fall Retreat changed!
Though it may be a bit cooler outside,
that won't stop us from having plenty of
fun with Seussian Theology! This retreat
will be a throwback to childhood days, full
of games, juice, blanket forts, and Dr.-Seuss-based Bible studies. Total
cost of the retreat is $85 per participant and camperships are available.
Please sign-up online at stpaulsk.org/community/youth. Contact
Micah Smartt at msmartt@stpaulsk.org if you have any questions!

We have officially started our Thursday
Night Bible Study! Don't worry if you
haven't been coming – this study is
designed for you to
drop in at any time. We
are currently working
through Sparkhouse's
CoLABorate study. We have decided to
continue this study through November
and then re-evaluate at the beginning of
next year.

Friday, November 30 - Sunday, December 2 * West River Center

Thanksgiving Food Baskets

Sunday, November 18 * 4:30-8:30 p.m. * All Youth

Follow SPY on social media!

On Sunday, November 18, youth programming will run on a normal
schedule, but we will be helping with the Thanksgiving
Baskets through St. Paul's Hunger Ministry. As a
treat, that night, for all involved, we will provide
pizza at 6:00 p.m. SSL hours will also be available
for this event.

For more information about St. Paul's Youth
Ministry, contact Youth Pastor Micah Smartt
at msmartt@stpaulsk.org or (301) 933-7933.

@stpaulsk_youth @stpaulskyouth

Schedule Changes

Stay Connected!
Make sure you are staying up to date with
the latest SPY news! If you aren't already
receiveing our weekly e-mails or monthly
SPY Briefing in the mail, let us know!

Thursdays * 7:00-8:30 p.m. * All Youth

OUR SUMMER
SCHEDULE

GROUP WORK CAMP

WILDERNESS TRAIL

IMPORTANT DATES
THIS MONTH:

For the month of November, we have a
few cancelations. Normal programming
scheduled for November 22-25 will
be canceled due to the Thanksgiving
Holiday. The next weekend,
Nov. 30 - Dec. 2, will also
be canceled due to the
Senior High Fall Retreat!

Check out some photos of the Middle High Fall Retreat at
West River Retreat Center on the next page!
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Middle High SPY Fall Retreat

9 EPISTLE | NOVEMBER 2018

2019 Confirmation Class
St. Paul’s 2019 Confirmation Class, open for youth in grades 7-9, will meet on Fridays,
6:30-8:00 p.m. but will begin with a weekend retreat at Camp Manidokan on
January 25-27. This is a serious commitment, which requires participation in
certain worship services, and a pre-confirmation rehearsal on Saturday, June 8.
To register, please submit the form below or online at https://goo.gl/giuTNL by
November 30, 2018. An informational meeting will be held on Sunday, January
13, 2019, 11:45 am - 12:30 pm in Heavener Hall, and all confirmands, parents,
and mentors are encouraged to attend. The Confirmation Class will be invited
to join St. Paul’s as full members at the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Pentecost
Sunday, June 9, 2019. Contact Director of Christian Education Meg Baker at
mbaker@stpaulsk.org or (301) 933 7933 ext.104 with your questions. Thank you!

St. Paul's United Methodist Church Confirmation Class
Registration Form
Full Name: ____________________________________________________

Birth Date: ___________________

Address: _____________________________________________________

Phone: ______________________

____________________________________________________________

Zip Code: ____________________

Email: _______________________________________________________

Cell phone: ___________________

Name(s) of Parent(s) or Guardian(s): _________________________________________________________________
School: ______________________________________________ Grade: ____ Have you been baptized? Yes No
Please let us know of any known allergies, special needs, medical situations, or other concerns you may have:
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
Each confirmand will be assigned a member of the congregation to serve as a mentor/sponsor. Please give us the
names of three adults at St. Paul’s, any one of whom you would be comfortable with having as your mentor:
			

1.

___________________________________________

			

2.

___________________________________________

			

3.

___________________________________________

Please complete and submit this form by Friday, November 30, 2018.
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Adult Education Opportunities
Adult Sunday School
Adult Sunday School, led by Vern Schinski, is held each week 9:00-10:00 a.m. in the Parlor. The
group will continue their study of the Gospel of John using several DVD sources, including Adam
Hamilton's John: The Gospel of Light and Life. No homework is required, and nursery care is
available. If you are looking for more opportunities to grow your faith, please consider joining us at
9:00 a.m. in the Parlor on Sunday mornings!

Sunday Morning Faithflix
Adults of all ages are invited for food, film,
and fellowship on Sunday afternoons
throughout November in the Parlor from
11:45 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. We will enjoy a
light lunch while watching and discussing some of the short films in the
NOOMA series. (The name NOOMA comes from a phonetic spelling
of the Greek word pneuma, meaning wind, spirit, or breath). Each video,
featuring New York Times bestselling author and Christian teacher, Rob
Bell, covers a specific topic and promotes spiritual reflections on a
real-life situation. Faithflix selections for November are:





November 4:
November 11:
November 18:
November 25:

Sunday—why do we do the things we do?
Noise—why is silence so hard to deal with?
Kickball—why can't we always have what we want?
Luggage—it isn't always easy to forgive.

Lectionary Bible
Study
Join us at 10:45 a.m. on Tuesday
mornings in the Cleveland Library
for this time of study led by St. Paul’s
Associate Pastor Kate Mackereth
Fulton. The group digs into and
discusses the Scripture passage
for the upcoming Sunday worship
service. There is no registration or
fee required, and visitors are always
welcome. Come join us!

No prep, no stress, no registration – just come as you are able! Please visit
stpaulsk.org/community/adult-education or contact Director of Christian
Education Meg Baker at mbaker@stpaulsk.org or (301) 933-7933 ext. 104
for more information.

Taste & Sing
This month’s Taste & Sing -- a time to enjoy music, prayer, and lunch -- will be held
on Tuesday, November 20. We open with an opportunity to share a few of our
favorite hymns, then move into a short program focused on the life and work of a
specific composer or lyricist. We will continue to explore the voluminous hymnody of
Charles Wesley. Join Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton and Meg Baker in the Octagon
starting at 12:00 p.m. and stay for a tasty lunch provided by Ginny Hagberg. There is no
registration and no cost to attend (and no musical experience needed!), although donations for lunch are welcome!
The Adult Education program at St. Paul's offers a variety of short-term and long-term classes throughout the year.
We seek to provide something for everyone who is hungry to learn more about God, the church, and the world.
These opportunities are coordinated by our Director of Christian Education, Meg Baker, in close collaboration with
the Adult Education Committee, our clergy and others. If you are interested in finding out more about the various
opportunities available, please contact Meg Baker directly at mbaker@stpaulsk.org or (301) 933-7933 ext. 104.
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Biblical Archaeology Forum
Wednesday, November 7 * 8:00 p.m. * Bender JCC
The St. Paul’s Adult Education Committee encourages our members to take
advantage of ongoing educational opportunities provided through the Biblical
Archaeology Forum. This local community group's monthly lectures bring together
leading Bible scholars and archaeologists to enlighten us in our understanding of the
biblical texts and the biblical world.
The Split Between Judaism and Christianity lecture will be presented by George
Mason University Professor John Barclay Burns, on Wednesday, November 7 at
Bender JCC at 8:00 p.m.
"Jesus' blood be on us and our children." With these grim words, written around 85 CE, the author of the Gospel according
to Matthew starkly emphasizes the gulf that had arisen between Judaism and the sect of Christian Jews just 50 years
after Jesus' death. How and why did this schism happen? Jesus and his first followers made up a small apocalyptic /
messianic sect of Judaism. They spoke Aramaic, like other Jews of their time. Torah observance, Temple worship and a
rigorous monotheism were at the core of their existence. But as time wore on, there were key factors that contributed
to the Christians' split from Judaism. Followers of Jesus believed that he continued to exist in some recognizable form
after his death; the overwhelming influence of Paul, a Jewish convert from the diaspora who "helped" Jesus on his
path to divinity, and; the shift from Jewish culture to that of the Graeco-Roman world all contributed to the schism.
Perhaps the most disruptive reason was the idea that Jesus was somehow part of a Father-Son-Holy Spirit Godhead.
General admission is $10, college students $5, and high school students with ID receive free admission. St. Paul's is a
sponsor of this particular lecture and will be making transportation available; please sign-up in the church office. For
more info, please contact Meg Baker at mbaker@stpaulsk.org or (301) 933-7933 ext. 104.

Bits of History
Jack Lipscomb, History Committee
The Long Road is the newsletter of the United Methodist Historical Society of the BaltimoreWashington Conference. St. Paul’s History Committee is a member of the Historical Society. In
the Summer 2018 issue, the lead article, "How the House Divided," addresses the many divisions,
splits or breaches that have occurred amongst the Methodists since the birth of Methodism
in the eighteenth century. As we in the United Methodist Church celebrate the fifty years of
this denomination, formed in 1968, with the union of the Methodist Church with the United
Brethren, we face the possibility of another split, depending on the outcome of Special General
Conference to be held in February, 2019. The article begins with an excerpt from a sermon by
John Wesley in memory of George Whitefield, delivered in the Calvinistic Methodist Tabernacle,
on Sunday, November 18, 1770. The scripture for the sermon is Matthew 4:2, "Every kingdom
divided against itself is brought to desolation; and every city or house divided against itself
shall not stand." John Wesley was paying his respects to a friend and also attempting to repair
what he termed "the first breach in Methodism." He was seeking reconciliation between two
Calvinistic Methodist Tabernacles in London. The next fourteen pages of the newsletter
cover the many breaks, breaches, and divisions that have occurred. The splits within American
Methodism, i.e. the 1830 split over the episcopacy and the 1844 split over slavery, were only
two of several that occurred in the first half century of American Methodism.
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$10

If you are interested
in purchasing your
own copy of the St.
Paul's History Book,
please contact Jack at
jplipscomb@verizon.net.

United Methodist Men
Pancake Breakfast

Pancakes (and coffee, tea, hot chocolate, grits, sausage, ham, bacon, fruit)! Come to
the Pancake Breakfast! Our Saturday, November 3 breakfast will benefit scholarships
at Wesley Theological Seminary, where both of our pastors studied! Please join us,
and consider volunteering as a way to have some fun and support this and other worthy
causes. Serving hours are from 8:00 to 10:30 a.m. Our December pancake breakfast will
benefit the St. Paul's Improvement Fund.

Men's Supper & Meeting

Our next Men's Supper will be at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, December 5, and will be our annual potluck in
Heavener Hall. Join us in singing a few Christmas Carols to get in the spirit of the season. We look forward
to seeing you there!

Christmas Tree Sale

The Christmas Tree Sale will start on Friday, November 30, and be open Friday, Saturday, and Sunday
during Advent. We need LOTS of help to make the sale a success, and it's great fun helping local folks
find their perfect tree. Please sign-up to help in the church office, and bring your children!

Partnering with Groups at St. Paul's

The UMM always needs help at our Christmas Tree Sale. We are interested in partnering with
groups at St. Paul's that might staff a specific time slot. We can offer a great environment
for volunteering, a fun experience, AND financial support for your ministry! We will be
reaching out to groups in the church, and invite you to contact us! Please call Steve Lillie at
(240) 475-3271 if interested!

United Methodist Women
Women's Circles

We have three active United Methodist Women Circles at St. Paul's. All women are welcome to participate. The
Martha Circle meets the first Wednesday of each month during the day at the church; contact leader Ginny Hagberg
for more information. The Lydia Circle meets the first Wednesday of each month in the evening at the church; contact
leader Susan Schwarz for more information. The Jochebed Circle meets (usually) once a month, at a variety of times
and places; contact leader Robin Mayhew for more information.

UMW Book Club

This Book Club for all women meets about every other month. We usually choose books from the
UMW reading list, available in the church library. Our next meeting is Sunday, November 11
following the 10:30 a.m. worship service in Room 109. We will be discussing the book
Uprising by Sally Armstrong, an award-winning humanitarian and journalist. From Africa to
Asia to the Americas, women are the key to progress on ending poverty, violence, and conflict.
Uprising tells dramatic and empowering stories of change-makers, from Nobel Prize winners
to little girls, and examines the stunning courage, tenacity, and wit they are using to alter the
status quo whether they come from mud-brick houses in Afghanistan, the forests of Congo, or
university campuses.
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Friendship Club
After a summer break, Friendship Club members gathered in Heavener Hall on October
9 to renew friendships, share a meal together, open raffle prizes and enjoy popular
Next Meeting:
70's hit songs by Andrea & Chip Romero. Their upbeat music drew several
Tuesday, Nov. 13
members to the dance floor, including Susan Kline and her 94-year-old father,
11:30 a.m. in Heavener Hall
Booth Dunlap.
Team work and spontaneity were at play almost immediately, even before the
All older adults are invited to join
meeting started. Janet Weddell and Kathy Young staffed the reception desks
us in our efforts to make our
and made sure sign up sheets and name tags were in place. Norma Neufell
"Golden Years" among the
and
her kitchen helpers (Iris Hepburn, Ann Brall, Bill Larson, and Harold Moyer) set
most beautiful of all!
the buffet table. Wendy Ketcham's fall decorations were colorful reminders that
autumn is here.
Jon Melegrito stepped up to the plate by presiding over the business meeting as Friendship Club President Erma
McWilliams suffered a sprained ankle and wasn't able to attend. While waiting for the buffet table to be ready, Stephanie
Coburn and Susan Kline led in a community singing of "God Bless America." Sheila Clarke, who is helping her mother
Frances Reed with the entertainment duties, said, "We have secured our talent for the year and have many of your
favorites on board to entertain us." Her announcement that "hard-to-get" Dale Jarrett will be coming in November
"to dazzle us with his musical and singing talents" was met with a loud cheer. November's Thanksgiving Lunch will
feature turkey and all the trimmings. Bill Larson and Betty Bittner volunteered to slice the bird.
Friends honored birthday celebrants Sheila Clarke, Iris Hepburn, Murray Katz, Ellen Mazer, Ruby Meyers, Susan
Schwartz, and Jerry Watkins; and welcomed new friends Carol Allen, Patrick Murphy, Ursel Watson and Stephanie Benz.

September and October Birthday celebrants,
from left, Iris Hepburn, Susan Schwartz, Jerry
Watkins, Sheila Clarke, Murray Katz, and
Ellen Mazer are honored by friends and guests.

Ruby Meyers enjoys the
70's music of Chip and
Andrea Romero, who are
regular entertainers at
Friendship Club meetings.

Sharing a meal together are Friends and their guests,
from left, Bea Bess, Ursel Watson, Norma Neufell, Ann
Brall, Rev. John Walker, Stephanie Benz who is visiting
from Kentucky, and her aunt Pauline Bryan.

Food With Friends
Sunday, December 2 * Pot-luck Dinner * More Details Coming Soon!
The December Large Group Dinner is upon us. Mark the date: Sunday,
December 2. This pot-luck dinner is open to all. It's a great opportunity to
meet others of the congregation and some of their friends in a truly Methodist
way: over dinner. Look for more details in upcoming Sunday worship bulletins
or contact Jim Hitchcock at jhitch77@gmail.com. We hope you'll join us!
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A Way Forward

Stephen Ministry

As we have shared before, a Special Session of
General Conference will be held in February
2019 to act on the report of the Commission
on a Way Forward. As February 2019
approaches, we will be providing updates on
this important development in the history
and evolution of the United Methodist
Church (UMC).
On July 21, 2018, The Commission on a Way
Forward (following the charge it received at
the 2016 UMC General Conference) released
its final report to the General Conference for consideration by the worldwide UMC. The charge to the Commission was to discern a path forward
for our denomination concerning human sexuality, same-gender unions,
and full inclusion of our LGBTQIA brothers and sisters within all aspects of
ministry. The Report includes extensive background material on the work
of the Commission as well as extensive descriptions of the three plans
that will be considered at the February 2019 General Conference. The
three plans are outlined briefly below:
One Church Plan (selected elements):
 Maintains the current leadership of the denomination as one body.
 Does not require any annual conference, bishop, congregation, or
pastor to act contrary to their convictions.
 Removes restrictive language from our current Book of Discipline.
Connectional Conference Plan (selected elements):
 Creates three value-based connectional conferences with distinct
definitions of accountability, contextualization; and justice.
 Allows for a Book of Discipline within each connectional conference.
Traditional Church Plan (selected elements):
 Strengthens the current language of the Book of Discipline
concerning human sexuality.
 Streamlines the process for violations of the Book of Discipline
concerning human sexuality.
The Council of Bishops has recommended the One Church Plan. Read
Bishop LaTrelle Easterling's article (dated October 2018) regarding her
support for the One Church Plan at tinyurl.com/y8qmjclf.
Bishop Easterling is meeting with lay and clergy from each region to
explore The Way Forward and how the denomination will address issues
of homosexuality at the February 2019 session of General Conference. The
bishop's regional meeting for the Greater Washington District will be
from 3 to 5 p.m. on Sunday, December 2 at North Bethesda UMC (10100
Old Georgetown Road, Bethesda, MD). All are encouraged to attend this
session. Please contact Pastor Kate at kfulton@stpaulsk.org if you would
like additional information.

The logo St. Paul's Stephen Ministry
uses consists of a cross and circle,
together with a broken person and
a whole person. The broken person
stands behind the cross, symbolizing
the brokenness in our lives. The
whole person stands in front of the
cross because it is through the cross
of Jesus that we again are made
whole. The circle symbolizes both
the wholeness we receive through
Christ and God's unending love for us.
Are you feeling broken in some way
and would like to talk confidentially
with a Stephen Minister about it,
as you walk together for as long as it
takes on the path from brokenness to
wholeness through Christ? Contact
Pastor Kate at kfulton@stpaulsk.org,
(301) 933-7933 ext. 103, or Virginia
Bickford at tomvab@msn.com, to
discuss the next step.

To equip the saints for the work of
ministry, for building up the body
of Christ, until all of us come to
the unity of the faith and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, to
maturity, to the measure of the
full stature of Christ.
- Ephesians 4:12–13
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Christmas Pageant
Sunday, December 16 * 10:30 a.m. Worship Service
This year's Christmas Pageant will be presented during the 10:30 a.m. worship service on
Sunday, December 16. Children in kindergarten through grade 5 are encouraged to participate;
rehearsals will be held Sundays 11:45 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. beginning Sunday, November 4, with
an additional dress rehearsal on Saturday, December 15 (time TBD). A snack will be provided
at each rehearsal. All parents: please sign-up at http://tiny.cc/rzge0y ahead of time and let
us know who to expect and how to contact you! If you are planning to participate but can't
attend on November 4, please contact Ashley Derr directly at ashleyderr11@gmail.com. We
hope you will join us!

White House Christmas Ornaments
Pre-Order: Sunday, November 4 * Pick-Up: Sunday, November 11
The White House Historical Association's 2018 White House Christmas
Ornament honors Harry S. Truman, the thirty-third president of the United
States. This ornament is designed to illustrate three significant changes made
by President Truman during his administration, one to the Presidential
Seal, and two to the White House itself including the construction of the
Truman Balcony added to the South Portico.

Front

Back

Ornaments cost $23.00 each. Pre-order your 2018 ornaments by Sunday, November 4. You may order online at
stpaulsk.org/community/christmas-ornaments and pay by credit card, or use paper forms available in the church
office and narthex. Please contact Tracey Furman with questions at tfurman@stpaulsk.org or (301) 933-7933 ext. 106.
All proceeds from this year's sale will benefit the Pastor's Discretionary Fund. The ornaments will be available for pickup starting on Sunday, November 11.

Advent Devotionals
Advent, which begins Sunday, December 2, is the season of hope and renewal, a time to prepare with joy for the birth
of Jesus and his message of peace. St. Paul's has two resources for use in your family and personal devotional time:
 Advent 2018: Worship in the Home is a booklet containing five weekly
reflections written by families at St. Paul's. Each week's reading includes
a Scripture passage, a meditation, a prayer, and a hymn. It may be used in
conjunction with the lighting of the candles on your Advent wreath.
 Advent: A Calendar of Devotions 2018, available through the United
Methodist Publishing House, contains readings for each day of Advent,
including a passage of Scripture, a devotion, and a closing prayer.
Copies of both booklets, as well as instructions for making an Advent wreath, will be
available in the Narthex later this month. We hope these resources will be helpful to
you and your family in celebrating this glorious Advent season at home.
16 EPISTLE | NOVEMBER 2018

Advent

A Weekly Family Devotional Guide

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church • Kensington, Maryland

Advent Study
Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton * Sunday December 2, 9, 16 & 23 * 11:45 a.m. - 12:45 p.m.
The class will run four Sundays, December 2, 9, 16 & 23, 11:45 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. in Room
109. Lunch and childcare are provided! Cost is $12.00. Sign-up by Thursday, November 29
in the church office or online at stpaulsk.org/community/adult-education. In contrast
with our modern holiday season of indulgence, the arrival of the Messiah is true abundance
disguised by the impression of scarcity. This powerful devotional trains our eyes to look
through the rough stable, the adolescent mother, and the anxious escape to Egypt, and
to see in that poverty and powerlessness the wonder of God's abundant life and grace
coming down to dwell among us. Walter Brueggeman’s book, Celebrating Abundance,
with stories of Advent and prayers to carry you through the 12 days of Christmas, invite us to
see beyond the world’s extravagance and realize the true feast laid out before us.

Christmas Poinsettias
Our sanctuary will again be decorated with poinsettias and our doors with wreaths.
Poinsettias are $15 each, available in either red or white. You are encouraged to provide
a brief dedication in honor or memory of someone special. If you wish to keep your
poinsettia, please pick it up after the Christmas Eve service on Monday evening,
December 24, or in the Narthex the following week. Wreaths are $30 each and only a
limited number are available, so order early. Checks should be made out to St. Paul's UMC
with "poinsettia" on the memo line. Plan to stop by the Narthex on Sunday, December 9
or Sunday, December 16 after either worship service to place an order with Betsy
Sanford, coordinator. An online order form will also be available in early December through our website, stpaulsk.org.
Please contact the church office if you have any questions at stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org or (301) 933-7933.

Advent Craft Workshop
Saturday, December 1 * 9:30-11:30 a.m. * Multipurpose Room
St. Paul's Annual Advent Craft Workshop for children will be Saturday, December 1, from 9:30
to 11:30 a.m. in the Multipurpose Room. Children will have the opportunity to make a variety of
Advent and Christmas-related crafts. The event is free of charge, but donations are welcome. For
more information, or to volunteer, please contact Director of Christian Education Meg Baker at
mbaker@stpaulsk.org or (301) 933-7933 ext. 104.

Fall Craft Fair
The St. Paul’s Annual Fall Craft Fair will begin Saturday, November 3, during Pancake Breakfast and continues
in the Narthex on Sunday, November 4 and Sunday, November 11. Past sales have included needle
work, quilted and knit items, photos, greeting cards, paintings, pottery, decorations, jewelry,
preserves, and other handmade treasures. All proceeds from Craft Fair sales are donated to
worthy causes. If you have any questions, contact Mary Revenis at mrevenis@cnmc.org,
(301) 951-8470, or Helen Quave at hquave@yahoo.com.
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Still Weekend Retreat
During the month of October, several members and friends of St. Paul's gathered for a weekend-long guided silent
retreat at the Dayspring Silent Retreat Center. The weekend was guided by Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton, Marty Bartley,
Sallie Chatfield, Molly Jackman, Kenzie Raulin, and Terri Lynn Simpson. The group spent the weekend listening for
the "small still voice" and deepening their personal relationships with God and each other.

Pie with the Pastors
Saturday, November 3 * 10:00 a.m. * Room 109
Thinking about becoming a member or just want to learn more about the St. Paul's
community? Pie with the Pastors is usually offered the first weekend of each month.
Our next chance for pie and conversation is on Saturday, November 3. Please RSVP to
the church office at (301) 933-7933 or stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org and plan to join Rev.
Adam Snell and Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton at 10:00 a.m. in Room 109 for homemade
pie and relaxing conversation about the Christian faith and this church we call home.
Childcare is available upon request. We hope you'll join us!

Epistle Articles & Submissions
If you have an upcoming St. Paul's-related event and want to let church members and friends know about it with an
announcement in the Sunday bulletin, please email Erin Steele in the church office at stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org.
All bulletin announcements must be received by 12:00 noon on Wednesday. The
suggested length is 75 words and should include date, time, and contact information.
If you have an article to go in the monthly Epistle Newsletter, please help us by submitting
Epistle items to Erin Steele at stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org no later than the 15th of the
month. Please send Epistle content as a Word doc attachment with "Epistle Item" in the
subject line. Each article should be about 250 words or less. Paper submissions may be
placed in the yellow "Epistle" folder on the desk in the main office. Please note that Epistle
articles are not automatically included in the bulletin announcements, or vice versa, so be
sure to submit items separately if you want them to appear in both places. Thanks for staying
connected to all that St. Paul's has to offer!
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November 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Looking to promote an upcoming activity or opportunity at St. Paul's?
Have photos you would like to share of a recent event? Submit it to
the church office by the 15th of the month to be published in the
next edition of the Epistle. Text should be about 250 words. Please
contact Erin Steele at stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org or (301) 933-7933
if you have any questions.

2

Fri

7pm Present Over
No church activities
Perfect Class
scheduled.
7pm Youth Bible Study
7:30pm Sanctuary
Choir

3

5

6:45pm Communion
Collect Food
Distribution Volunteer
Arrival Time

9am Christian Faith
101
10am Prayer Lift
10:45am Lectionary
Bible Study
7pm Disciple IIA
7pm Jochebed Circle
7pm Journey Group

7

10:30am Martha Circle
6:45pm Joyful
Ringers!
7pm Still Wednesday
7:30pm Lydia Circle
7:30pm UMM Exec
Meeting
7:30 Depart for Biblical
Archaeology Lecture at
Bender JCC

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

24

9am Worship & Communion
9am Adult Sunday School
9 & 10:30am Nursery Care
9:30am Sanctuary Choir
9:30am Craft Fair
10:30am Worship
10:30am Chapel & Sunday School
11:45am Pageant Rehearsal
11:45am FaithFlix
11:45am Youth Choir
12pm UMW Book Club
4:30pm Middle High SPY
6:30pm Senior High SPY

10:30am Staff Meeting
7pm Stephen
Ministers
7pm Yarn Ministry
7:30pm 2x4s Book
Club

9am Christian Faith
101
10am Prayer Lift
10:45am Lectionary
Bible Study
11:30am Friendship
Club
7pm Disciple IIA
7pm Journey Group

18

9am Worship & Communion
9am Adult Sunday School
9 & 10:30am Nursery Care
9:30am Sanctuary Choir
10:30am Worship + Children’s Sun.
10:45am Children’s Sunday School
11:45am Pageant Rehearsal
11:45am FaithFlix
11:45am Youth Choir
11:45pm 2x4s Monthly Luncheon
4:30pm Middle High SPY
6:30pm Senior High SPY

19

7pm Adult Ed
Committee

20

9am Christian Faith
101
10am Prayer Lift
10:45am Lectionary
Bible Study
12pm Taste & Sing
7pm Disciple IIA
7pm Journey Group
7:30pm Community
Thanksgiving Service
at Holy Redeemer
(9705 Summit Ave.)

6:45pm Joyful
Ringers!
7pm Still Wednesday

21

22

23

25

26

27

28

29

30

9am Worship & Communion
9am Adult Sunday School
9 & 10:30am Nursery Care
9:30am Sanctuary Choir
10:30am Worship
10:30am Chapel & Sunday School
11:45am Pageant Rehearsal
11:45am FaithFlix
11:45am Youth Choir

10:30am Staff Meeting 9am Christian Faith
101
7pm Yarn Ministry
10am Prayer Lift
10:45am Lectionary
Bible Study
7pm Disciple IIA
7pm Journey Group

6:45pm Joyful
Ringers!
7pm Still Wednesday
7pm Church Council
Meeting

7pm Capital Campaign No church activities
Committee Meeting
scheduled.
7pm Present Over
Perfect Class
7pm Youth Bible Study
7:30pm Sanctuary
Choir

6:45pm Joyful
Ringers!
7pm Still Wednesday
7pm Justice &
Compassion Meeting
7pm Finance
Committee

7pm Present Over
No church activities
Perfect Class
scheduled.
7pm Youth Bible Study
7:30pm Sanctuary
Choir

Thanksgiving Day
Church Building and
Offices Closed

9am Piano Tuning
7:30pm Sanctuary
Choir

Sat

8am Pancake
Breakfast
8am Craft Fair
10am Pie with the
Pastors
2pm Memorial Service
for Jill Ednie-Hicks

4

9am Worship & Communion
9am Adult Sunday School
9 & 10:30am Nursery Care
9:30am Sanctuary Choir
9:30am Craft Fair
10:30am Worship & Communion
10:30am Chapel & Sunday School
11:45am Pageant Rehearsal
11:45am Food Sorting
11:45am FaithFlix
11:45am Trustees Meeting
11:45am Youth Choir
4:30pm Middle High SPY
6:30pm Senior High SPY

6

1

Thu

No church activities
scheduled.

No church activities
scheduled.

Church Offices Closed No church activities
scheduled
9am Organ Tuning

12pm Christmas Tree
Sale
6pm Senior High SPY
depart for retreat at
West River Center
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St. Paul's United
Methodist Church
10401 Armory Avenue
Kensington, Maryland 20895
(301) 933-7933 • www.stpaulsk.org

Worship
Schedule
SUNDAY 9:00 A.M.
Worship with Communion in the
Sanctuary. Nursery Care available.
SUNDAY 10:30 A.M.
Worship in the Sanctuary. Sunday
School & Nursery Care available.
WEDNESDAY 7:00 P.M.
Still Wednesday Worship.

Epistle
Options

November 2018

EMAIL (color)
Send an email to
stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org
DOWNLOAD (color)
Go to the St. Paul's website
www.stpaulsk.org and
download a PDF version
MAIL (B+W)
Please contact the church
office and make a request
PICK UP (B+W)
Copies of the current
Epistle are available in the
Narthex and church office

Follow Us on Social Media!

@stpaulsk

@stpaulskensington

