
Letter from the Senior Pastor
Greetings Beloved in the Lord!

It is May, the month for which the flowers have patiently waited, for at the end of
April’s showers they may bloom. And after the year we have had, and continue to
have, I would imagine we would welcome any sign of a change of seasons. 

Even so, while some are excited to see the entrance of May - acknowledging it as
the precursor to summer, graduations, and a host of other celebrations - there are
also those for whom the increased pollen count or the reminder of mothers who
now reside in eternity is too much to hold or celebrate. Each of us has a different
perspective about the seasons in nature, just as we have differing perspectives about
the seasons life brings. 

We have embraced the gift of Christ’s resurrection and very shortly will accept the
mantle that gift bears, to live out our “resurrection.” The coming season of
Pentecost is the “feet to the ground, hand to the plow” season in the life of the
church. This season perhaps more than others is the spiritual season, when waiting
for Christ to show up gives way to us showing up for Christ. 

It is indeed ironic that in a season when the world looks to begin vacation planning,
those of us professing a relationship with Christ are about vocation planning. What
will this season invite? While some of our familiar engagements will re-emerge in
this season, we welcome the opportunity to explore other ways to be light and life,
the “food” that feeds the body and the soul. 

How would you like to see St. Paul's mission come alive in the community? What
sacred work would you like us to embrace? What is it that gives your heart joy that
you would like to share with others?

Beloved, now is the time for us to get up from our waiting and be about the work,
to surrender our seats for our service, to make good on our promise in baptism, and
live out the graceful second chance we receive in communion: to be, to bear, and to
bloom. 

May the Holy Spirit ignite in you a passion to serve in ways that make God smile
and give God glory!

May it be so.
-- Pastor Pat 
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Check out the great online exhibits from the Library of Congress on Japanese-
American internment at Manzanar (photographed by Ansel Adams) and
Chinese immigrants and descendants in California.
(www.loc.gov/collections/ansel-adams-manzanar/about-this-collection/)
Support local AAPI-owned businesses such as Bun & Rice, Lotte Plaza Market,
and Ren’s Ramen.
Follow Asian and Pacific Islander theologians on social media!  Some of my
favorites are Mihee Kim-Kort (@miheekimkort on Twitter, @mkimkort on
Instagram), Kwok Pui-lan (@kwokpuilan on Twitter) and Winnie Varghese
(@wsvarghese on Twitter and Instagram).
Check out the essay offered in this issue by Angelina Nieves on anti-Asian hate
crimes on page 10 of this Epistle.

Dear St. Paul’s Family – 

I cannot tell you what joy is in my heart each Sunday as I look out and see –
people!  We’ve missed you so much, and we are so grateful for those of who you
are able to join us in person, and continue to worship with us online. YOU are the
church, and we are so glad to be connected to you in a myriad of different ways.
Whether you worship in person, online, via one of our weekly studies or as part of
the Daily Breath meditation community – we’re so glad you’re here!

May is Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month – a time to recognize and celebrate
the rich heritage of Asian American and Pacific Islander peoples, and also a time to
confront and repent the ways in which we have discriminated against AAPIs in the
past, and continue to do so in the present. 

There have been over 4,000 attacks reported against Asian Americans since March
2020. Asian Americans are disproportionately represented in public service
professions such as firefighting and military service, but are often not recognized
for these important contributions. Asian and Pacific Islander women have
historically been targeted as more likely to engage in sex work, including through
the Page Act of 1875, the very first law limiting immigration in the United States.

In this especially fraught environment, it’s even more important that we take time
to honor our AAPI siblings. Here are a few suggestions on how you can honor
Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month:

We also invite you to join us in worship – online or in person – on May 30, when we
will celebrate Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month with story and song. 
 However you get there or whenever you watch, you are most welcome!

Peace,
Pastor Kate
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Send a Card or Note Sympathy
We extend our deepest sympathies to those who
lost loved ones during the month of April.

The family of
George Simmons

following the death of her father
Reena Bazawada

Rajan Poddar

When our members and friends experience illness, grief, or joyous life changes,
we add them to the Congregational Care list (a.k.a. the "Sick List"). Dr. Meg
Baker, Minister of Spiritual Care and Formation, updates the list each week.
Paper copies are now available in the Narthex each Sunday! To request access
to the online spreadsheet version, email Meg at mbaker@stpaulsk.org.
 

The following St. Paul's members are
currently unable to participate in the life of
the church in-person, and appreciate your

thoughts and expressions of care.
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following the death of his wife
Jerry Watkins

Holly Watkins

following the death of Laura's father
Laura & Tim Simpson

David Parmelee

following the death of her husband
Marianne Blankenship

Frank Blankenship

Dear St. Paul's UMC,
    Kim and I can't thank our church
family enough for the outpouring of
support, prayers, cards, calls, and
visits. Your support has helped us to
navigate the challenges from the loss
of my mom. Thank you so much!

Best,
Jeff Longsworth

 

Mrs. Pauline Banyasz

3620 Littledale Road
Apt. HT 105
Kensington MD 20895

Mrs. Angela Barr

8207 Meadowbrook Lane
Chevy Chase MD 20815

Mrs. Marianne Blankenship 

3501 Woodridge Ave.
Wheaton MD 20902

Mr. Frank Johnson

110 Apache Trail
Winchester VA 22602

Mrs. Grace Lawson

8413 Nunley Drive
Apt. D
Baltimore, MD  21234

Mrs. Helen Lidie

14809 Pennfield Circle 
#415
Silver Spring MD 20906

Mr. & Mrs. Harold & Del Moyer

419 Russell Ave
Apt. 114
Gaithersburg MD 20877

The family of
Catherine Price

Congregational Care

Good day,
    Thanks to all the staff for holding
things together so well during these
unusual times, and I will continue to
pray that we can get together to
worship the Lord. 

Stay safe.
Ed Braytenbah

 

Dear St. Paul's,
    Thank you for the wonderful
broadcast memorial service for
Elaine Neidecker. She was one of
our dear friends from St. Paul's
where we are members of over 50
years. We moved to Frederick
about 10 years ago and have been
active in church there but we will
always value St. Paul's.

Morris & Sue Rice
 

The Memorials web
page at
stpaulsk.org/worship
/memorials is
updated regularly as
a way to share
information about
those members of
St. Paul's who have
passed away during
during 2021. You
may also find links
to obituary and
funeral notices.
 

Memorials

Dear Friends, 
      Thank you for your cards and calls
that expressed such love and sorrow.
Elaine loved the Lord, the church, her
family and life. We will all miss Elaine.

God bless you all, 
Bob Neidecker and family
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Lectionary

Worship & PrayerEpistleThe

We are not currently using the
yellow prayer cards usually found
in the pews on Sundays. To share
prayer requests, please visit
stpaulsk.org/community/ prayer-
requests and use our secure form
right on the page. As always, you
have the option to share
confidentially with the ministers or
with the entire prayer team.

Prayer Requests

May 9
Acts 10:44-48
Mother's Day
Preaching: Rev. Dr. Patricia Allen

The full list of "things to know before you go" can be found at stpaulsk.org/worship.
All those attending will wear masks, sign in at the door, and sit in designated
distanced pews. Music, including hymns, will be presented by the music
department and there is no congregational singing. Printed bulletins are available
and ushers will be on hand to assist with any questions.

In-Person Worship

The 10:30 service is live-streamed at stpaulsk.org/worship/worship-at-home

We warmly welcome everyone to worship in person in the Sanctuary, where we do our
best to praise God together while preserving the health and well-being of all.

Worship times: 9:00 AM and 10:30 AM
In the Sanctuary - May 2, 9, 16, 30

Outdoors in Reinhardt Park on May 23 at 10:30 AM
 

May 2 
Psalm 23
Preaching: Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton

May 23
Acts 2:1-21
Pentecost & Confirmation
Preaching: TBD

May 16
Acts 8:26-40
Preaching: Rev. Dr. Patricia Allen

May 30
2 Samuel 11:26-12:10, 13-15
Preaching: Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton

7-8pm 
every Wednesday

Join us weekly for an hour of spirit-lead
quiet, allowing for sacred space within. 

If you miss seeing some of the familiar
faces of St. Paul’s, email
kenzier@rcn.com or
stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org for the
Zoom link. No masks necessary! The
facilitator and prayer forms rotate
weekly. 

Please come whenever you feel called,
no registration is necessary.

Still Wednesday May we grow in grace and
peace, and not neglect the

silence that is printed in the
center of our being. It will

not fail us.
Thomas Merton

Typical Sequence
 

Opening
 

Contemplative Prayer Form:
Scripture,

Poetry,
Music,

or
Art

 

20 Minutes of Silence
 

Reflection, Journaling
 

Optional Sharing
 

Closing Prayer

Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays at 9AM

Take a moment to care for your spiritual self. Three
times a week, you can start your day with the live
Daily Breath.  Whether it's a meditation from Micah,
a prayer from Meg, a song from Tom, or a message
from Pastor Kate or Pastor Pat, we invite you to join
us for these sessions. Just go to:
www.facebook.com/stpaulskensington

Wednesdays  •  10:00 am

We're continuing our prayer ministry over the telephone.  All are welcome to join us
as we take turns praying for concerns of church members, friends, and even those
unknown to us. Each session usually lasts about half an hour. On Wednesday, dial in
a few minutes before 10AM so we are ready to begin on time. The call-in phone
number is 425-436-6326. Then enter access code 774042 followed by the # sign. (If
you get a wrong-number message, please try again.) To receive the prayer list in
advance by email, contact mbaker@stpaulsk.org.

Prayerwaves
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The office is open! Do you want to phone and speak with a
volunteer? Pick up or drop something off at the church?
Pray in the Sanctuary? Stop by Monday-Thursday, 
10:00 AM - 1:00 PM.

If you wish to meet with someone specific, however, please
make an appointment in advance. Clergy and staff continue
to work a full-time schedule, but individual hours may be
earlier, later, or involve visits off-site. 

Renovation Update

Office Hours

Monday, May 10
7:00 PM

Pastor Pat invites all members and friends of St. Paul's to join her for a Zoom
"Town Hall" style conversation. Ask questions, share your thoughts, and
receive information.

The Zoom link is available in the Weekly News emails, or connect with the
following meeting info: 

ZOOM Meeting ID: 851 3807 6257
Passcode: 073456
To participate by phone, dial:  301-715-8592

Spring 2021 Church Directory
The church directory for
Spring 2021 is available in the
office for pick-up on Sunday
mornings or during drop-in
hours Monday-Thursday. If you
are unable to pick one up in
person, please contact Erin
Steele
(stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org
or 301-933-7933 ext 100) to
request one by mail.

From Mike Barnes and Rick Bond
Building Renovation Committee

In solar years, we have taken a few trips around the sun since
we began planning this renovation. But, it is at this time of
year that hope springs eternal!  

Time, the economy, an unexpected construction boom, and
of course COVID have conspired against our estimated cost of
construction. As a result, the architects, engineers and our
contractor have worked with us to revise our plans in order to
keep the project within our projected available funds.  

These changes have been submitted to the Montgomery
County Department of Permitting Services for their review.
We are hoping the review process is quick and painless so that
we can soon share the timeline for construction,  so everyone
knows what to expect in the coming months.  Yes, I said
“months”… 

As for us, we are looking forward to the dust of progress,
instead of the itch of pollen.

Plan: How do you want to see St. Paul’s bloom?  What time, talents, and tithes can you
provide?
Nourish: Thank you for your 2021 pledge and faithful giving throughout the 1st Quarter of
2021. Still want to pledge or give? Check out https://stpaulsk.org/giving.
Tend: Interested in helping care for St. Paul’s as part of the new Stewardship Committee
(meeting quarterly)? Email jengraff@hotmail.com.

From Jen Graff, Stewardship Chair

Spring is here!  The tulips, azaleas, and perhaps even your springtime allergies are in full
bloom. Giving is a bit like gardening: it takes planning, nourishment, and tending throughout
the year. Just as we nourish the soil, plan which bulbs to plant, and pull unending weeds, we
need to be stewards of God’s gifts. We have the opportunity to nourish our spiritual lives
through the word of God, plant the seeds through our education programs, and pull at the
weeds of life through the Stephen, Hunger, and Justice & Compassion ministries.

Over the coming months, we’ll share Stewardship updates on how you can help care for the
abundance at St. Paul’s. In the meantime:

Stewardship
Update
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Welcome Ministry

Stephen Ministry

St. Paul’s Stephen Ministry offers a prayerful, listening presence to individuals who are
experiencing a variety of life’s challenges. Stephen Ministers are trained lay people
commissioned by our congregation to listen, to offer comfort, and to walk beside those
who are hurting. Stephen Leaders organize, supervise, and teach our Stephen Ministers.

The pandemic has been hard on everyone and has been a source of great stress. It has
been difficult for many of us to deal with the changes and challenges thrust upon us. If
you are feeling exhausted, anxious, isolated, or uncertain, you are not alone, and you
don’t have to go it alone. Consider asking for a Stephen Minister to help with the
journey. 

Care is confidential and free, and Stephen Ministers can connect over the phone, by
video chat, or in person with Covid-19 safety in mind. We cannot solve problems, but we
can walk with you as you deal with stressful issues. 

For more information, please contact Pastor Pat (pallen@stpaulsk.org, 301-933-7933 ext
101), Pastor Kate (kfulton@stpaulsk.org, 301-933-7933 ext 103), or Virginia Bickford,
Stephen Leader, at 301-598-5496.

Card Ministry
Starting May 9, you will be able to find pre-addressed, pre-stamped cards at the Welcome
Desk in the Narthex. Stop by to pick up one or more to send! You can simply sign your name
or write a note, sharing words of encouragement or care. 

If you would like to do more to support the Card Ministry, consider being part of the team
that writes the addresses from our Congregational Care list onto the envelopes and then
places them at the Welcome Desk. We also need volunteers to help mail cards. We know our
card recipients truly value this ministry effort.

To assist the Card Ministry this way, please contact coordinator Deanna Hodgson at 301-
330-3190 or reach out to our Minister of Spiritual Care and Formation, Dr. Meg Baker, at
mbaker@stpaulsk.org or 240-723-6642.

If you can spare a few hours, please consider participating in the Welcome Ministry.

We are in need of a few more St. Paul's friends to help staff the welcome table in the
Narthex on Sunday mornings. This involves greeting congregants and visitors as they
arrive, asking them to sign in and provide contact information, reminding them of covid-
related safety protocols, and directing them to the worship space. It's fun to say hello, and
easy to help facilitate worship.

To volunteer for the Welcome Ministry, please contact Laura Tribble
(laura_tribble@hotmail.com) or Debbie Zechar (dszechar@mac.com). If you have
questions, feel free to reach out to our Minister of Spiritual Care and Formation, Dr. Meg
Baker, at mbaker@stpaulsk.org or 240-723-6642.

Yarn Ministry

Due to scheduling conflicts, the first Yarn Ministry session of May will be on May 17 (instead
of May 10) at our usual time of 7:00 PM. All crafters are invited to enjoy fellowship and knit,
crochet, or craft with us over Zoom. Contact Karen Codner (KDC811@gmail.com) for the
log-in info. Upcoming meetings are scheduled for: May 24, June 14 & 21, and July 12 & 26.
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The Better Humans Book Club, sponsored by St. Paul's Justice & Compassion Team, invites readers to engage with novels,
nonfiction, and scholarly works that encourage conversations about social justice, faith, and the perspectives of historically
marginalized people. 

Better Humans Book Club: The Sympathizer
Tuesday, May 25  •  7:00 pm  •  via Zoom

The Better Human Book Club invites you to join Hans Chen for a discussion of The
Sympathizer by Viet Thanh Nguyen. This 2016 Pulitzer Prize-winning novel tells the story of a
man of two minds, someone whose political beliefs clash with his individual loyalties.

It is April 1975 and Saigon is in chaos. At his villa, a general of the South Vietnamese army is
drinking whiskey and, with the help of his trusted captain, drawing up a list of those who
will be given passage aboard the last flights out of the country. The general and his
compatriots start a new life in Los Angeles, unaware that one among their number, the
captain, is secretly observing and reporting on the group to a higher-up in the Viet Cong.

The Sympathizer is the story of this captain: a man brought up by an absent French father
and a poor Vietnamese mother, a man who went to university in America but returned to
Vietnam to fight for the Communist cause. A gripping spy novel, an astute exploration of
extreme politics, and a moving love story, The Sympathizer explores a life between two
worlds and examines the legacy of the Vietnam War in literature, film, and the wars we fight
today.

Join us on Tuesday, May 25 at 7:00 for this virtual discussion.
https://zoom.us/j/95823560038?pwd=SXBzMHlicFMwbW9CUWV4QTdDa3NaQT09
Meeting ID: 958 2356 0038
Passcode: 249215
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Groups & Updates

What a terrific volunteer effort took place during Holy Week to prepare a week's
worth of meals and supply tons of breakfast items for the 25 women residents at the
Interfaith Works Women's Shelter in Rockville again this year. 

Coordinating dinners with St. Patrick's Catholic Church on Norbeck Road, St. Paul's
families and church groups delivered chicken and meatball casseroles, stuffed
peppers, lasagna, chili, ham and turkey for 7 nights.  

Special thanks to Arceli Suley for coordinating with St. Patrick's and preparing 2
meals, and to Beth Hitchcock and Sandi Wilson who undertook to do a meal each.
The Jochobed and Lydia Circles and the United Methodist Men also covered an
evening's meal. Special thanks to Patti Corridon, Martha-Frances Burak, Jen Falcon
and Katherine Conover, first-timers who joined the veterans to bake and shop.  

In May we will turn our attention back to dinner for the 50 women at the shelter
at the new Coffield Center in Silver Spring. Please contact Lyn Walker at
lwalker60@hotmail.com if you would like to join this effort!

Meals for IW Women's Shelter

Granddaughters of Arceli Suley  helping
with drop-off at Interfaith Works

St. Paul’s Summer Sunday School runs June 6 - July 25
and we are looking for adults who can volunteer their
time for one or more Sundays. All materials and
activities will be provided. Youth helpers are also
welcome and encouraged to participate! Please
consider serving our church community in this way!
Sign-up in the church office or online:
https://tinyurl.com/nwktwjtw. Thank you!

St. Paul's Tech Team is looking for volunteers
to assist with running our livestream for the
Sunday 10:30 AM worship service. This could
include running sound, video, streaming,
PowerPoint, etc. We can teach you what to do!
Dates are flexible. Contact Micah Smartt
(msmartt@stpaulsk.org) to find out more
about this volunteer opportunity.

Sunday
Help

Wanted
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Children's Sunday School
Sundays, June 6 - July 25

Summer Sunday School for rising 3rd Graders and
younger will start June 6 in the Fellowship Hall and
continue through July 25.  

Children will begin in the Sanctuary with their
families for the 10:30AM worship service, when they
will enjoy a Children's Message from their seats,
then our childcare workers or staff will escort them
to Fellowship Hall for Summer Sunday School.
Parents should come directly to the Fellowship Hall
to pick up their children at the end of the worship
service.  

There will be no Summer Sunday School classes in
the month of August. 

Registration for Summer Sunday School is required;
go to stpaulsk.org/community/children and scroll
down for the Summer Sunday School button.

Summer Sunday School

An adult must pre-register their youngster(s) by noon on Saturday.
Please pre-register via the link found on the Children's webpage:
stpaulsk.org/community/children
Adults should drop off children at the Fellowship Hall before worship
and pick them up from the Fellowship Hall immediately after the
service concludes.
Children must wear masks at all times.
Children and their siblings will remain in family groups or established
pods and will keep distance from one another.

Childcare for children in Grade 3 and younger is available during the
10:30AM worship service throughout the month of May. Parents and
guardians who would like to make use of childcare must sign up each
week. This helps us ensure a safe child/caregiver ratio and adequate
distancing.

St. Paul’s will continue to hold Sunday School classes virtually for
children in 5th Grade and below through May 30.  

The weekly virtual sessions are available for viewing any time at
stpaulsk.org/community/sunday-school. 

Families also receive weekly emails with updates, downloadable
children’s bulletins, and family pages corresponding to that day’s
lesson. If you would like to receive emails, contact Meg Baker at
mbaker@stpaulsk.org.

This month, the children will learn the experiences of Philip and
the Ethiopian and Matthias the Apostle as well as the excitement
of Pentecost and the Holy Spirit coming down. The 2020-2021
school year will finish out with the story of Isaiah’s Call on May 30. 

While asynchronous learning is far from ideal, it is our hope that
the message of the Gospel proclaimed by video throughout this
school year has been received with great joy by the youngest
among us!

Sunday Morning Childcare

From the VBS Team: Robin Mayhew, Laura
Simpson, and Athena Gaalswyk

Due to ongoing concerns with Covid-19 we
are unable to offer St. Paul's VBS for the
summer of 2021.  We can't wait until we
can return to camp, in person, without
limitations on group size and togetherness!  
Many of our activities are best when shared
with friends.  We'll see you in 2022!

Nursery care for children age 2 and younger is available in the Parlor during both 9:00 and 10:30 worship services every
Sunday. Email Meg Baker (mbaker@stpaulsk.org) to make use of nursery care.

VBS Update

File photos from VBS 2017
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"Confirmation Refresher"

Wednesdays  •  4:00-5:00 PM  •  no text required
For some of us, it has been many years since we attended a
Confirmation Class (if at all).  For the month of May, the
Wednesday afternoon adult Bible study group will be
engaging in a "Confirmation Refresher," reviewing the basic
tenets of the Christian faith including doctrine, theology,
church history, stewardship, basic Bible study, and other
topics. We hope you will join us for this refresher course.  To
participate either on an ongoing or an occasional basis,
please go to stpaulsk.org/community/adult-education and
click to sign up and receive the Zoom info.
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Christian Formation & History

May 1 – When You Feel Powerless
May 8 – How God Treats His Enemies
May 15 – Faithful through Failure
May 22 – Redeeming Disappointment

Saturdays  •  11:00 a.m.-12:00 noon  •  no text required
Each week of the Reflections Bible Study includes a brief
audio talk, a short video on a biblical book or theme, and an
interactive Bible study and discussion. Topics are:

All are welcome at this one-hour, no-prep study on a regular
or drop-in basis. Sign up at stpaulsk.org/community/adult-
education or contact Meg Baker (mbaker@stpaulsk.org).

Stations of the Cross Thank You!
We are grateful for the thought and inspiration of
groups and families that adopted Stations of the
Cross for Holy Week: the 2x4’s, the Justice &
Compassion team, the Saturday Morning Bible Study
group, the Staff Parish Relations Committee,
Stephen Ministry, the Still Wednesday team, St.
Paul’s Youth, the Dean family, the Higgins family,
and the Stalcup family. Many thanks, also, to Tracey
Furman and Marco Palma for their help with
procedures and room set-up, and to John Regan for
his work in making the experience available online.

Easter Eggstravaganza
Thank You!
Many thanks to the St. Paul’s families who
helped make this “eggs-perience” possible!
Special thanks to Sophia Bartley, Allie &
Kate Griffin, Nancy Loomis, Micah Smartt,
and, of course, Rev. Dr. Patricia Allen for
their wonderful participation in this
project. The videos are still available for the
entire Easter season at 
 stpaulsk.org/community/easter-
eggstravaganza-2021

Bits of History:  Methodist History Quarterly

George Scott Railton (photo right) was a Wesleyan in East London who became the right-
hand man for William and Catherine Booth, the Methodist founders of the Salvation Army in
the late 1870s. The Methodist History article discusses his contributions.
The success of early Methodism in America was in part due to business networking between
religious leaders and wealthy businessmen. One of them was Henry Foxall, whose wealth
and business connections helped build two churches still serving Washington DC today:
Foundry UMC (pictured is the church building from 1865) and Dumbarton UMC. 
Early work in Puerto Rico during the first part of the twentieth century by a Methodist Elder,
Samuel Culpeper, strengthened Methodism on one of the Puerto Rico islands. 
A fourth article is about the Methodist separation in 1844, specifically the conflict in North
Georgia. A significant product of the separation was the Plan for Separation, which
established geographical boundaries for the two denominations in order to promote
fraternal relations between the churches. It was not very successful.  
The African Methodist Episcopal Church: A History, published by the Cambridge University
Press in 2020, is reviewed.
The second book review is One Soul at a Time: The Story of Billy Graham, published by
Eerdmans in 2019.

The latest issue of the quarterly journal Methodist History (Volume LIX, Number 2) contains four
articles and two book reviews - and lots of interesting Methodist history. 

For more information, contact Jack Lipscomb at 301-774-2761 or jplipscomb@verizon.net. 

Bible Study: Reflections
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by Angelina Nieves
Guest author and Kensington businesswoman

What is it like to be an Asian American in today's world? 

My story is a little unique. I am an Asian Hispanic woman. I was born in Seoul,  lived in Puerto 
Rico for a year, and finally settled in the lovely place I called home for over 20 years: New York, 
specifically the Bronx. Even growing up in such a diverse area, I still had the occasional question 
about my citizenship status, or how my English was so well spoken. I now live in Maryland with 
my husband and I work here in Kensington.  I love every moment of it, to my surprise; I never 
thought I would leave my dear New York but here I am calling Maryland home. 

Even with my love, I will say I have experienced more uncomfortable situations here than ever before. I work at a hair salon and
I've had the rare "Are you a citizen?... Oh, you're so exotic!" comment.  I even had someone tell me that there are Chinese spies
everywhere and that they would be the end of this country … skips a beat …  MY husband is Chinese. I was livid, but I am also a
professional who respects my own career.  

That's one of the important lessons I was taught and would like to explain here:  Asians grow up to work and do their jobs. We
are survivors.  We have come here to make a livelihood, to make a better opportunity for each generation. We don't make
scenes. So next time someone is berating an Asian citizen, speak up for us.

My husband, for example, was not born here but has definitely earned his place here. My husband joined the Marine Corps and
served two tours in Afghanistan, one assigned and one volunteered. He won't speak much of his time in the military, but he will
tell you war is nothing to ask about or glamorize. Now he is serving the community as a Montgomery County firefighter. He
won't ever gloat, so I do it for him because I am so proud of his accomplishments. Nevertheless, he's had patients that have
said he was the cause of COVID, even though he was there to help them. 

On Valentine's Day we were picking up pizza and a group of teenagers started to berate us with Asian slurs and followed us
home. They were not provoked but yet I feared. If I stepped outside to walk my dog, what would happen to me? Have you ever
felt fear for your life in Maryland? Have you ever walked into a flea market in Hagerstown and walked back out because
everyone stared at you? Next time you judge our food, our appearance, our language - remember we have a story and we have
names. (We shouldn't have to make it easier for you to say our names.) We should be equal. 

So please be our voice -  because it's a domino effect. Your voice can start a chain of change.

In response to the recent violence targeting those of Asian ancestry, Bishop Latrelle Easterling issued a call to witness against
hate. In her letter she included a message from the Korean Caucus of the Baltimore-Washington Conference. 

Bishop Easterling writes: "As I am confronted with the horrific shooting rampage in Atlanta (on March 16) and the deaths of
eight people, I must also confront the long history of violence against Asian Americans. When I reflect on this tragic history, I
lament. Often the best demonstration of solidarity is to listen to those most deeply affected. May we receive their sharing as a
sacred gift and respond in ways that demonstrate our love, understanding, and solidarity. May we be as Christ to them and to
the world."

The statement from the Korean Caucus includes the following: "The killing had a profound impact on the Asian American
community. That’s because it reminds Asian American immigrants of the painful memories and personal disturbances from
the immigrant life. What made us even more concerned was that the crime often targets the most vulnerable people: Asian
women and elderly immigrants. According to the New Federation of Asian American United Methodists... in New York, the
hate crimes targeting Asian people haves increased by over 800%. In LA, they have increased by 114%, in Boston by 130%,
and in California by 150%. To our Methodist sisters and brothers, especially the churches in the Baltimore-Washington
Conference, we, the Korean Caucus, ask you to preach the Good News for our vulnerable neighbors and pray for the
immigrant people standing on the margins. We hope you remember that Christian communities of the United States have
always been a great help and resource for Korean immigrants. The immigrant community still desires Pax Christi, the Peace of
Christ, through Christian brothers and sisters."

To access the full message from the Bishop, go to: https://tinyurl.com/nzyrwadm
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Witness Against Hate

Asian American Perspectives

Bishop Calls for Witness against Hate
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Mike McCurry, SPRC Member: What drew you to St. Paul's?
Tom Pedersen: I had just moved down from New York City to D.C. and saw an ad in
the Washington Post for a music director. I drove up to take a look at the church and
decided to put in my application even though I knew nothing about Methodists at
the time.

Mike: What do you like best about your job at St. Paul's?
Tom: What I love about my job at St. Paul's is that we have always had the
opportunity to work in varying styles of liturgy, music, and worship.

Mike: What is your superpower/secret talent? 
Tom: My secret talent is that in my youth I was a horse whisperer.

Mike: What's your proudest moment?
Tom: My proudest moment must be singing in the White House for Hillary Clinton.

Mike: What’s your favorite thing to do outside of work?
Tom: I love to travel, cook, and entertain.

Mike: What are people most surprised to learn about you?
Tom: I think they’re most surprised when I tell them that I used to do horse show and
rodeo as a kid, and actually all the way through undergraduate school.

The Staff-Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) is a committee of church members who focus on fostering a strong
relationship between the staff and the congregation, and the congregation and the district superintendent. We
are in essence a personnel committee.

Staff Spotlight

Current SPRC members: Rachel D. Stalcup (Chair), Beth Dennard, Mark Huff, Jenny Lipford, Mike McCurry, 
Beth Pierce, Sarah Saleh, Marge Higgins (lay leader), Kenzie Raulin (lay member to annual conference).
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This month the SPRC invites you to learn more about Tom Pedersen, our Director of Music. 
We think you'll enjoy getting to know more about him!

If you have SPRC questions or concerns, do not hesitate to contact Rachel Stalcup at rachelstalcup@gmail.com.

Performing in The Merry Widow, NYC Singing with the 
Michigan Opera Theatre

Gone fishin' with Dad
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We have started In-Person programming each Sunday!

We'll be keeping to this schedule until school ends in

June!
 

Each person attending will be required to social distance

and stay masked during the duration of the event, and

we will meet outside as much as possible! If weather does

not cooperate, we will move into Fellowship Hall. 

For more information, check out the youth page on our

website, get looped in through our SPY Weekly Update

email, or contact Micah directly (msmartt@stpaulsk.org)!

This is our schedule for the month: 

4:00-5:30 pm

May 2 - Senior High Meets 

May 9 - Middle High Meets 

May 16- Senior High Meets 

May 23 - Middle High Meets

May 30 - No Youth for Memorial Day Weekend

In-Person  Meetings Are Back!

Wilderness Trail is currently planning to take groups out on

the Appalachian Trail in 2021! After coordinating with our

friends at Wilderness Trail, they were able to offer us the

ability to take two groups this year, on their very last event,

July 25 - 30!

This trip allows youth to spend time in God's creation by

backpacking for 4 days along sections of the AT in Virginia

and/or Tennessee. 

The total cost of the trip is $305 per participant.

Our Registration Form is now available on our website, and

more information has been emailed out to those who have

participated in the past. If you'd like more information about

this trip, please contact Micah (msmartt@stpaulsk.org)!

Limited Spots Remaining!

This year, each group can consist of up to 7 youth, 2 adults,

and a Wilderness Trail staff guide. There will be no junior

staff this year, which allows us to take 7 youth instead of 6 in

each group! This trip is open to all youth - grades 6-12, plus

any seniors from the class of 2020 that were not able to

attend this past year.

Of course, there will be some changes to the program to

keep us safe and healthy while at the property or on the trail.

Masks will be worn during many parts of the trip, sleeping

arrangements will be different than in other years, and the

schedule has been modified in an effort to make sure

everyone returns as healthy as they arrived. The Wilderness

Trail continues to have its plans looked at by a team of

doctors and health experts while also working with their

county and guidelines to make sure that a safe and fun time

is had by everyone!

As always, camperships are available as needed - simply

reach out to Micah for a completely confidential conversation

about what needs you may have. 

SPY BriefingEpistleTheEpistleThe

SPY (St. Paul's Youth) is open to all friends of St. Paul's in grades 6-12.

Wilderness
Trail

St. Paul's has a few new and ongoing opportunities for

SSL Hours during the 10:30 worship service! 

Micah Smartt is looking for volunteers to join the St.

Paul's Tech team on Sunday mornings! We need

people that are willing to learn different aspects of

making worship happen from behind the scenes for

many people - from sound in the Sanctuary to camera

work, PowerPoint, and monitoring the livestream for

the people at home! Everything we do is something we

can teach and something you can learn, and earn SSL

hours for helping us out! (This also allows your youth

pastor to take a Sunday off from time to time!) Contact

Micah directly if you are interested in helping out in this

way!

Also, Dr. Meg Baker is looking for volunteers to help

with childcare during the 10:30 service! If you are

interested in more details, please contact Meg directly

at mbaker@stpaulsk.org! 

Ongoing SSL

Opportunities

at St. Paul's



www.stpaulsk.org13  • The Epistle • May 2021

If you're not already getting SPY emails each week, you're

missing out on the links to virtual gatherings and the

most up-to-date news about, well, everything else!

To sign up, just go to stpaulsk.org/community/youth and

scroll down to find the sign-up field, then enter your

email address. It's that simple!

Sign Up for SPY Emails

SPY BriefingEpistleTheEpistleThe

Manidokan, in the mountains near Harper's Ferry, WV. Offering

canoe and river adventures, horse camp, rustic camps, leadership

and adventure camps, ASL and Deaf camp, and more.

West River, along the river near Annapolis, MD. Offering sailing,

basketball, discovery camp, "Grandparents & Me," and LeadHer

camp, among others.

You can register today for summer camp through the Baltimore

Washington Conference Retreats & Camping ministry of the UMC.

Summer camp is a unique and powerful ministry that uses experiential

learning and communal Christian living to help young people discover

love of God, self, neighbor, and nature. 

The BWC Retreats and Camps website has registration info and full

camp descriptions: www.bwccampsandretreats.com/summer-

camps/our-camps/ The latest COVID-19 safety plans are also available

online for review. Flyers are in the church office. (Financial aid

camperships are available! See Micah for a confidential discussion.)

Camps start mid-June and run through the first week of August at these

camp locations:

Shenandoah Youth Theology

Institute

The Shenandoah University Youth Theology Institute is a

two-week, credit-bearing program for high school students

to learn to be stronger Christian leaders, have fun, and

return home equipped to be change-agents for God. The

2021 Institute will run from July 18-31. Applications are

accepted on a rolling basis so long as space is available.

The cost is $200. (If this is holding you back, contact Micah

for a confidential chat about scholarships/camperships

available through St. Paul's!)  Visit

www.su.edu/youththeology for more info or to apply.

SPY (St. Paul's Youth) is open to all friends of St. Paul's in grades 6-12.

Confirmation 2021
We have a very small but mighty Confirmation Class of

2 this year - so we ask that you keep these youth in

your prayers as they learn what it means to follow

Christ and be a part of The United Methodist Church! 

Signal Boost: BWC Summer Camp Opportunities

This group is getting ready

for their final lessons as they

prepare for Confirmation on

Sunday, May 23 at the

outdoor 10:30 service!

We're so excited to welcome

them into full membership in

the church, should they

choose that path!



Fun kid-friendly news, trivia, puzzles, and Bible verses prepared by our Director of Christian Education, Dr. Meg Baker.
   

Family FeatureEpistleTheEpistleThe

Seasons & Colors

Use the clues below and the info to the left to solve the
crossword puzzle.

Happy

Mother's Day

Pentecost

What’s that you say…Easter is over? Well, you probably
saw in last month’s Epistle that Easter is not just one day of
the year, but rather a season that lasts for 50 days! The
season of Easter, or Eastertide, begins at sunset on Easter
eve and ends on Pentecost, the day we celebrate the gift of
the Holy Spirit and the birth of the Church (for this story,
read chapter 2 of the book of Acts in your Bible). The Easter
Season, also known as the Great Fifty Days, gives us time to
rejoice and experience what it means when we say “Christ
is risen!” and how we are to live as faithful disciples of
Christ. Curious about the other church seasons? Check out
the pie-shaped calendar for more info!

Across
      1. This color represents hope and is sometimes used  
             during the Advent season (in place of purple)
      5. The period of 40 days from Ash Wednesday to 
             Easter Sunday
      6. This color represents growth and is used during 
             Ordinary Time

Down
      2. The day we celebrate Christ’s resurrection
      3. This color represents light and is used for the 
             Easter season
      4. This color represents fire and is used at Pentecost

Take a few minutes to
read verses 1-4 of

chapter 2 of the book of
Acts, then complete this

word search puzzle!

FILLED
FIRE

HEAVEN
LANGUAGES
PENTECOST

POWER
SPEAK
SPIRIT

TOGETHER
TONGUES

WIND

Pentecost 
Word Search
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Easter Season

Ad
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May 9
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

2
9am Worship with
Communion (Sanctuary)
9:30am Sunday School
(stpaulsk.org)
10:30am Worship with
Communion (Sanctuary &
stpaulsk.org)
4pm Senior High SPY
(Fellowship Hall Yard)

Deadline to apply for
Educational Award

4
10am-1pm Office
Drop-In Hours
7pm Journey
Group (Zoom)
7pm
Confirmation

5
9am Daily Breath
(Facebook)
10am Prayerwaves
(telephone)
10am-1pm Office
Drop-In Hours
4pm "Confirmation
Refresher" Adult
Study (Zoom)
7pm Still
Wednesday (Zoom)

9
9am Worship with
Communion (Sanctuary)
9:30 am Sunday School
(stpaulsk.org)
10:30 am Worship
(Sanctuary & stpaulsk.org) 
4pm Middle High SPY
(Fellowship Hall Yard)

10
9am Daily
Breath
(Facebook Live)
10am-1pm
Office Drop-In
Hours
11am Staff
Meeting
7pm Town Hall
with Pastor Pat
(Zoom)

11
10am-1pm Office
Drop-In Hours
7pm Journey
Group (Zoom)
7pm
Confirmation

12
9am Daily Breath
(Facebook)
10am Prayerwaves
(telephone)
10am-1pm Office
Drop-In Hours
4pm "Confirmation
Refresher" Adult
Study (Zoom)
7pm Still
Wednesday (Zoom)

13
10am-1pm
Office Drop-In
Hours

14
9am Daily
Breath
(Facebook Live)

15
11am Adult Bible
Study: Reflections
(Zoom)

16
9am Worship with
Communion (Sanctuary)
9:30 am Sunday School
(stpaulsk.org)
10:30 am Worship
(Sanctuary & stpaulsk.org)
4pm Senior High SPY
(outdoors/Fellowship Hall)

17
9am Daily
Breath
(Facebook Live)
10am-1pm
Office Drop-In
Hours
7pm Yarn
Ministry (Zoom)

18
10am-1pm Office
Drop-In Hours
7pm Journey
Group (Zoom)
7pm
Confirmation -
Final Lesson!

19
9am Daily Breath
(Facebook)
10am Prayerwaves
(phone)
10am-1pm Office
Drop-In Hours
4pm "Confirmation
Refresher" Adult
Study (Zoom)
7pm Still
Wednesday (Zoom)

21
9am Daily
Breath
(Facebook
Live)

22
11am Adult Bible
Study: Reflections
(Zoom)

6
No church
activities
scheduled.

7
9am Daily
Breath
(Facebook Live)

May 1

May 8

11am Adult Bible
Study: Reflections
(Zoom)

3
9am Daily
Breath
(Facebook Live)
10am-1pm
Office Drop-In
Hours

Please note, all events are subject to change as the
COVID-19 public health situation, and our response
to it, evolves. 

To stay on top of the latest news and updates, be
sure to read the Weekly News! Go to
stpaulsk.org/community/epistle-weekly-news to
find the current message or sign up to receive the
Weekly News by email.

23
9:30am Sunday School
(stpaulsk.org)
10:30am Worship
Outdoors - Reinhardt Park
Pentecost & Confirmation
4pm Middle High SPY
(outdoors/Fellowship Hall)

May 2021 CalendarEpistleTheEpistleThe

24
9am Daily
Breath
(Facebook Live)
10am-1pm
Office Drop-In
Hours
11am Staff
Meeting
7pm Yarn
Ministry (Zoom)

25
10am-1pm Office
Drop-In Hours
7pm Journey
Group (Zoom)
7pm Better
Humans Book
Club Discussion

26
9am Daily Breath
(Facebook)
10am Prayerwaves
(phone)
10am-1pm Office
Drop-In Hours
4pm "Confirmation
Refresher" Adult
Study (Zoom)
7pm Still
Wednesday (Zoom)

27
10am-1pm
Office Drop-In
Hours

28
9am Daily
Breath
(Facebook
Live)

20
10am-1pm
Office Drop-In
Hours

29
11am Adult Bible
Study: Reflections
(Zoom)

30 
9am Worship with
Communion (Sanctuary)
9:30am Sunday School
(stpaulsk.org)
10:30am Worship 
 (Sanctuary & stpaulsk.org)

31
Memorial Day

Church building
and offices
closed; staff
holiday.



Over the Phone: Prayerwaves, Wednesdays by telephone conference call
 

Worship & Bible Study

Worship in the Sanctuary: 
     Sundays, May 2, 9, 16, 30 at 9:00 & 10:30 AM 
Worship in the Park:
     Sunday, May 23 at 10:30 AM
Worship-at-Home: livestream each Sunday at 10:30 AM
Go to stpaulsk.org/worship/worship-at-home

Meeting by Zoom and Video: Still Wednesday, Sunday School, and Bible Studies 
On Facebook: Daily Breath, live Mondays/Wednesdays/Fridays 

   

Epistle Options

Email (color)
Send an email to stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org 
to be added to the email list.

Download (color)
Go to the St. Paul's website at
stpaulsk.org/community/epistle-weekly-news

Mail (black & white)
Contact the church office at 301-933-7933 ext 100 or
stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org to be added to the
mailing list.

   

May 2021

stpaulsk.org  |   301-933-7933


