
Letter from the Senior Pastor
Greetings Beloved,
 

As I write this we are approximately four weeks into social distancing, four weeks
into a season of worshiping at home, four weeks into homeschooling for those who
normally send their children off to school, four weeks into working from makeshift
offices that also serve as dining room tables, four weeks into a season for which we
had not planned, nor imagined we could navigate. 
 

Here we are, four weeks in and perhaps rediscovering some things lost, like
appreciation for what may have been taken for granted. Rediscovering perhaps the
art of conversation, family game night, or sitting down together for a meal.
Rediscovering the importance of physical connection which may have unwittingly
been sacrificed previously for the sake of the convenience of technology.
 

While indeed we are ready to get back to whatever waits on the other side of this,
let us not be in such a hurry to get back to normal. Truly, what we once knew as
normal has yielded to this season of rediscovering.
 

Luke Chapter 15 provides several examples of lost and found. Whether the lost was
a sheep or a son, that which was lost held significance in the lives of others. The
lostness did not diminish the value. 
 

Too often we "lose" things without taking into account the true value. We dismiss as  
unimportant what is vital and of great value. It would not have been our choice for
ourselves or others to be subjected to what has befallen us, yet in the midst of this
we have rediscovered what we had not realized had been lost. 
 

Most of us, when we lose something, vow to protect and preserve it so that it might
not be lost again. 
 

May we hold these precious rediscoveries as too vitally important to risk losing
again, and like the woman in scripture who searched diligently for her lost coin,
rejoice for what we have now found.
 

~Pastor Pat
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Dear St. Paul’s family – 
 

As I write this, I’m currently sharing my small armchair space with a pack of sleepy 5-
week-old kittens – an orphaned family we are currently fostering through Fairfax County
Animal Shelter.  I’ve long wanted to try fostering, and in the present homebound
circumstances, it seemed like a great opportunity to support the shelter and give me
some much-needed distraction!
 

I’ve learned a lot in the short amount of time these precious little ones (all named for
Alice in Wonderland characters) have been with us.  For example, who knew such tiny
animals could poop so much?!  I’ve also learned much about their individual
personalities: Alice is a born snuggler and quick to voice her displeasure when she’s set
down. Jack is the first to explore any new item and is inseparable from his brother
Absalom. Bandersnatch is the shyest of the group and by far the messiest thanks to her
chunky black fur, and the Dormouse (so named because he is the runt of the litter) eats
twice as much as his siblings and enjoys perching on my shoulder. They’re all precious,
and when they’re put up for adoption in a few weeks, I know their new owners will fall in
love with them as quickly as I have.
 

If foster pets aren’t your jam, there are lots of ways for you to help care for others in this
“vast abnormal.”  The Women’s Shelter is looking for cooks to help prepare meals for
the shelter residents (contact Arceli Suley to sign up!). Bethesda Helps is accepting
donated groceries for their weekly deliveries (Angela Harvey and Kim Longsworth will be
happy to connect you - or drop off at the Kensington Town Hall parking lot on May 17).
Manna House is looking for warehouse volunteers (Beth Pierce can help you get started).
Or you can donate to the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund, which is used to help families in
financial distress, or the Hunger Ministry, which continues to send out grocery gift cards
to over 100 families each month. You might choose to give a 
neighbor who lives alone a check-in call, or organize a 
drive-by “birthday parade” for a little one.
 

Helping hands are always in need!  And mine are needed 
presently to clean out litter-boxes.  Keep yours busy 
this month!
 

Peace,
Pastor Kate (with foster kitten)
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Lectionary
May 3
Acts 2:42-47;  John 10:1-10
Preaching: Rev. Dr. Pat Allen
 

May 10
1 Peter 2:2-10, John 14:1-14
Preaching: Rev. Dr. Pat Allen
 

May 17
1 Peter 3:13-22
Preaching: Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton

May 24
Acts 1:6-14; 
1 Peter 4:12-14, 5:6-11; 
John 17:1-11
Preaching: Rev. Dr. Pat Allen
 

May 31
Pentecost
Acts 2:1-21; John 7:37-39
Preaching: Rev. Dr. Pat Allen



granddaughter of Diane Kaufman

Special flowers graced the
altar during the month of
December to celebrate the
birth of 

Alice Ruby Barber

Mrs. Marianne Blankenship
3501 Woodridge Ave.
Wheaton MD 20902
 
Dr. Jo Campa
301 Russell Ave., #219
Wilson Building
Gaithersburg MD 20877
 
Ms. Janet Colwell
Manor Care Wheaton
11901 Georgia Ave, #16
Wheaton MD 20902

Mrs. Grace Lawson
8413 Nunley Drive
Apt. D
Baltimore MD 21234
 
Mr. & Mrs. Harold & Del Moyer
419 Russell Ave.
Apt. 114
Gaithersburg MD 20877
 
Mrs. Ruth Sylvester
333 Russell Avenue #303
Kindley Bldg.
Gaithersburg MD 20877

Craig Denning

Sympathy
We extend our deepest
sympathies to those who
lost loved ones during April:

Congregational Care
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Tom Bartley
following the death of his sister

Jane Bartley

Lois Baker
following her death

Send a Card or Note
The following St. Paul's friends would
appreciate your thoughts and
expressions of care...

The family of

following the death of his mother,
Grace Denning

Becki Price
following the death of her husband,

Tom Price, co-founder of ROCK and former
director of BWC conference youth

ministries

Daniel Isa Quave
grandson of Helen Quave

Joy
We rejoice at the birth of

Celebration
We celebrate the marriage of
Aaron & Jamie Aamodt

The physical and spiritual health and well being of St. Paul’s community is our
heartfelt concern. As such, we do not take lightly the challenges awaiting us as
we discern how and when to consider "re-opening."
 
After prayerful consideration, St. Paul’s Kensington will be using the parameters
of  Governor Hogan’s plan of re-opening the state of Maryland in addition to and
in conjunction with information received from our Episcopal Leader, Bishop
Latrelle Easterling, as our guide for St. Paul’s. That means for the present time we
will continue to practice the social distancing restrictions currently in place.
 
Moving forward will be done with the preservation of the health and well being of
all as the priority. This will necessitate the cancellation of many events previously
scheduled for St. Paul's. 
 
Information of the specific cancellations will be shared once all events have been
identified. For some this action may seem premature or extreme. Again, our
priority is the preservation of the health and well being of all.

Looking Towards Re-opening: 
A Message from the Pastors

State of the Church Address
Bishop LaTrelle Easterling held a State of
the Church address on April 18. Among
other news, "churches throughout the
Baltimore-Washington Conference will
continue to operate under restrictions
that mitigate the spread of COVID-19
through May 15." Decisions about
conference activities beyond May 15 have
not yet been determined. For the BWC
news service summary, with a link to the
recording, visit www.bwcumc.org/news-
and-views/bwc-leaders-offer-state-of-the-
church/  

The staff and I are diligently working to navigate this
current season and space, while planning and preparing
for the months ahead. As the Governor’s three-phase plan
is implemented and as we receive direction from our
episcopal leader Bishop Easterling, we will provide more
specific information as to when and how we will begin the
journey of returning to physical gathering.
 
We invite you to be in prayer as we are all navigating
unfamiliar territory. We are committed to moving forward
in a way that minimizes risk to all.
 
Be safe and be well.
Rev. Dr. Patricia Allen, Senior Pastor

Jenny Lipford
following the death of her grandmother,

Shirley Gourley

Maureen Conley Engle
following the death of her father,

Garth Conley



There are many reasons to be in prayer right now. You
might be missing the yellow prayer cards found in the
Sanctuary pews that invite your prayer requests. If so, our
online Prayer Requests form can help fill this gap. 
 
Visit stpaulsk.org/community/prayer-requests then click to
be taken to our secure form. You will have the option to
share your request confidentially with only the pastors, or
to share with the Prayer Lift Team.
 
You may also wish to contact the pastors directly for
further pastoral care. You can reach Pastor Pat
(pallen@stpaulsk.org, 410-963-8942) and Pastor Kate
(kfulton@stpaulsk.org, 301-524-5196).

Daily Breath
 

Mondays  •  Wednesdays  •  Fridays
9:00 a.m.
 

Starting May 1, Pastor Kate and other clergy and lay leaders offer this live session three
days a week, with a Scripture selection and a meditative message that links the biblical
word and our need for peace, hope, and reassurance. The video remains available for
viewing after the live session closes. You don't even need to have a Facebook account.
Go to www.facebook.com/stpaulskensington/ then watch, listen, and take a breath.

Worship and Prayer
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Sunday Worship
We invite you for a weekly time of worship
at home, or wherever you are! Every
Sunday morning at 11:00 a.m., you'll find a
fresh Worship-at-Home video recording
available on our website at
stpaulsk.org/worship/worship-at-home and
on Facebook
www.facebook.com/stpaulskensington/
 
Each service is a little different but
may feature sermons and prayers from the
pastors, music from organist Marvin Mills,
hymns led by the Weikert family, lay
readers, announcements, guest speakers,
or children's messages.

Prayers of the People

Join the effort to lift
up the prayers of the
St. Paul's community
- over the phone!

Submit a 
Prayer Request



“Sequestered at Home” is tough on us all. 
 

For some, our kids are grown and our grandkids, much as we love 'em, are not underfoot. We've
got quiet kitchens, unexpected downtime, and a desire to do something to connect with our
neighbors and friends.
 

Others of us are still working AND our kids are now rattling around the house, too… and our
spouses. That's a lot of extra togetherness. We're feeling run down from juggling new schedules,
rearranging our budgets, and trying to stay emotionally and physically healthy.

Those in the first group would love to lend a hand to those in the second group. Your St. Paul's friends can’t come in to babysit,
we can’t take the kids out for a jaunt, we can’t put the toys away, we can’t even do the dishes afterward! But cook and deliver
we can do… and we’d love to. How about if we drop off a home-cooked meal? Wouldn't it be great to have a family-friendly
main dish and some leftovers? 
 

If having One Less Meal to fix would help out, please go to https://forms.gle/PBxN89ECm8Tg9kVZ7 for the sign-up form. You
can indicate a particular date or day of the week when a prepared meal would be most helpful, the number of adults and
children, and any special concerns. Those who would like to cook should contact Bill Butz (william.butz@icloud.com) or Erin
Steele at the church office (stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org, 301-933-7933).
 

And you know what, those on the receiving side can thank the cooks when all this is over with a big hug!

Supporting One Another
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One Less Meal

All the Stephen Ministers at St. Paul's have been
trained to listen and care, walking alongside those
journeying through life's tough times.
 

If the chaos of the current moment is becoming
overwhelming, it can help to have someone who will
listen nonjudgmentally and patiently. Stephen
Ministers also take confidentiality very seriously. 
 

To see if a Stephen Minister could be a good fit for
you, contact Pastor Kate (kfulton@stpaulsk.org) or
Virginia Bickford (301-598-5496).

The Weekly News email newsletter is the best way to stay on top of regular events,
schedule changes, service opportunities, and breaking news at St. Paul's. ANYONE can
sign up! Visit stpaulsk.org/community/epistle-weekly-news then click where it says "Click
here to sign up for our weekly newsletter by email." Provide a name and email address,
check a box, and click a button. Done! You'll get an email once a week with the upcoming
Sunday scripture, a message from the senior pastor, and announcements, plus a note
when the Epistle is ready. If you need assistance, email Erin Steele, administrator, at
stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org and Erin can add you to the list.

Weekly News



Hunger Ministry During a Pandemic
 

Like most every aspect of our “normal” operating procedures, our Hunger Ministry has had to make adjustments in how we serve
the 100+ families we serve each month. In lieu of distributing food in April, we sent a grocery store gift card in the mail.
Unfortunately, we are having to do the same for May. To help supplement the groceries a family would normally receive, we’ve
increased the gift card from $20 to $30. 
 

The food that our members and friends generously donated prior to St. Paul's closure was taken to the pantry of our partner,
Bethesda Help. Bethesda Help provides a 3-day supply of food upon request, and they serve the 20895 ZIP code. Our families
have been reminded of this partnership and know they are able to have food delivered on an emergency basis. St. Paul's is
cosponsoring a food drive for Bethesda Help - see above! Please know the St. Paul’s food collection has been put to great use!
 

While we pray this is helpful for our families, we miss our monthly gatherings when we have the opportunity to be in fellowship
while enjoying a hot meal. We especially miss the children’s smiles as they select books and their favorite cereal!
 

To say these are difficult times is obviously an understatement. We hope you’ll keep our Hunger Ministry in your prayers and
continue to support our mission any way you can. When we are up and running again, it may be difficult to get all the pantry
staples we need. Perhaps you’ll consider setting aside nonperishable items now, as you’re able. The St. Paul's grocery "wish list"
can be found at stpaulsk.org/service/hunger-ministry. For more information, please contact Kim Longsworth (301-580-8832;
kimberlylongsworth@gmail.com).

~ Kim Longsworth, Hunger Ministry co-coordinator

Feed the Hungry
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Your support enables St. Paul's to do everything we do, from funding the Hunger Ministry to paying our
clergy & staff and fulfilling our mission and outreach commitments through established UMC channels.
Thank you so much for supporting St. Paul's as you are able! While the building is closed, you can make
offerings through our secure website (stpaulsk.org/giving). You can also scan this QR code to be taken
directly to our donations page! Or send checks in the mail (10401 Armory Ave., Kensington MD 20895).  We
are still accepting belated Easter Special Offering gifts as well, which benefit UMCOR and the Hunger
Ministry. Since connectional "Special Sunday" UMC offerings like Native American Sunday can be held any
time during the year, we will schedule those once we have returned to worshiping together in the
Sanctuary. Your faithful giving brings blessings to so many - thank you!

Faithful
Giving



Poor People's Campaign Virtual Rally

Come, come, whoever you are.
Wanderer, worshiper, 
lover of leaving—
it doesn’t matter.
Ours is not a caravan of despair.
Come, even if you have 
broken your vows a thousand times.
Come, and come yet again, come, come.
 

- Jalal al-Din Rumi, 13th century poet 

The Poor People's Campaign: A National Call for Moral Revival, June 2020 event has transformed from a March
on Washington to an online rally. Go to www.june2020.org to read more. Local wings of the organization
include a Maryland chapter operating in the Baltimore-Washington region, with organizers holding county-
level events year-round such as the Wheaton-area Voter Registration Drive scheduled for May. 

Virtual Gatherings & Civic Engagement
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Still Wednesday, Still Meeting

Wednesdays  •  7:00-8:00 p.m.
 

Still Wednesday will continue to provide a time of
meditative worship and quiet prayer each week using
Zoom. Email stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org or Kenzie
Raulin and you'll receive an email invitation from the
organizers with the link to join the meeting.

In this time of isolation, we are working to
organize additional opportunities for
congregants to participate in virtual small
group gatherings either by phone or online.
Some of you may want to meet together just to
be in community, others may wish to focus on
prayer or Bible study, and still others may be
interested in some sort of adult study. 

Starting A New Small Group? We Can Help!
If you are interested in organizing your
own group and would appreciate some
guidance, Meg is ready to help. 
 
To find out more, please contact Meg
Baker at mbaker@stpaulsk.org or 301-
933-7933 ext. 104. 

The US Census is here! Everyone counts! You can complete the form online, by
phone, or by mail. Visit 2020census.gov or telephone 844-330-2020 to begin.
 

This vitally important headcount affects so many pieces of our democracy. The
results of this once-a-decade count will determine the number of seats each
state has in the House of Representatives. Results are also used to draw state
legislative districts. Over the next decade, decision-makers at local and
regional levels will use results to determine where communities need new
schools, new clinics, new roads, and more services for older adults. It impacts
how funds are spent on school lunch programs, support for firefighters, public
transportation, and much more.

Completing your census form now by mail, phone, or online also saves resources and protects public health by reducing the
number of census workers who have to go door to door ahead of the August 14 end date. Go to 2020census.gov to learn more!

US Census 2020
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The Better Humans Book Club
This book club is open to everyone! Although we cannot meet in person, we encourage you
to continue reading book selections designed to expand our understanding of the human
condition. The selection for May is The Devil's Highway: A True Story. When 26 men from Vera
Cruz embarked on a journey to the U.S., they found themselves in the deadliest region of
border desert; 12 men survived and 14 others did not. Luis Alberto Urrea's recounting of
their horrific ordeal was a Pulitzer Prize finalist and has been described as "the single most
compelling, lucid, and lyrical contemporary account of the absurdity of U.S. border policy"
(The Atlantic). The full list of Better Humans Book Club selections is available at
http://stpaulsk.org/community/the-way-forward.
 
Drafting a Welcoming Statement
Representatives from church affinity groups and members of our Reconciliation Steering
Committee are connecting by phone and video conference to start drafting an inclusive
statement of welcome. Although the timeframe has been extended because of COVID-19
complications, we will identify a new date to offer the statement to the broader St. Paul's
community before it is sent to our Church Council.

Six-Week Saturday Study: 
You’ll Get Through This  
11:00 a.m.  •  Saturdays
 
Please consider joining this newly-founded
adult virtual small group study that meets
via zoom at 11:00 on Saturday mornings.
We will be exploring a no-cost DVD-based
study by Max Lucado entitled "You’ll Get
Through This." Though these challenging

times may bring a load of uncertainty and fear that can feel
too heavy to bear, God gives us this promise: we will get
through this. This is a no-prep, no-stress, drop-in-when-you-
can six-week study available to all. To join, please contact Meg
Baker at mbaker@stpaulsk.org or 301-933-7933 ext. 104, so
she can send you a zoom invite! If you’ve never “zoomed”
before, have no fear – Zoom has made it easy to connect. You
don’t have to have internet or a smart phone – you can even
participate using a traditional or landline phone! For more
information, please contact Meg Baker at
mbaker@stpaulsk.org or 301-933-7933 ext. 104.

At the direction of Church Council, the Reconciliation Steering Committee has developed a plan for making St. Paul’s more
inclusive, especially for minorities and LGBTQ+ friends. You are invited to “Come to the Table of Grace,” where we will solicit,
explore, and reflect all viewpoints to invite a deeper understanding of the Bible and a clearer vision of our community. At the
end of this process the Steering Committee will recommend a date for a final vote on membership in RMN. 

Come to the Table of Grace: 
A Way Forward Series

Adult Studies
Adult Christian Education

Wednesday Afternoon Bible Study
4:00 p.m.  •  Wednesdays
This adult study group is meeting virtually each week
using zoom. This is a no-prep, no-stress, drop-in-when-
you-can study available to all. To join, please contact
Meg Baker at mbaker@stpaulsk.org or 301-933-7933 ext.
104, so she can send you a zoom invite!

The Upper Room
During this time of isolation, The Upper Room is providing
its May/June 2020 issue of The Upper Room magazine,
both in English and Spanish, for download at no cost.

In addition, four short prayer resources
that address specific needs are also
available. Visit the Upper Room at
https://www.upperroom.org/news/1155 to
access these materials. A limited number
of printed copies may be available through
the St. Paul's office; contact Erin Steele at
stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org or 301-933-
7933 ext. 100 to find out more.
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The UMM made the unfortunate but necessary decision to cancel spring activities, including our monthly pancake breakfast,
our spring yard sale, and our April & June men's suppers. The baseball outing planned for July to watch the Nats take on the
Phillies has also been canceled. We are looking forward to resuming our full schedule of events as soon as possible!
 

In the interim, we are continuing our giving program. We take nominations for charitable giving, and the UMM Executive
Committee chooses recipients from among the nominees. Also, we are continuing our financial support of the beneficiaries
of our monthly pancake breakfasts. Questions? Contact president Phil Rush (240-426-9907; phil_rush@hotmail.com).

UMM & UMW
United Methodist Men

Members of all Circles are in touch by telephone, email, and cards and notes through the mail.
Lydia Circle has provided meals for the women’s shelter in Rockville.
Lydia and Jochebed Circles  are continuing to deliver SmartSacks for elementary school children.

Greetings from St. Paul’s United Methodist Women! At St. Paul’s, we have three active Circles as well as a
book club.  During “normal” times, St. Paul's United Methodist Women Martha, Lydia, and Jochebed
Circles meet September through June.
 

Along with all of St. Paul’s, each Circle looks forward to the time when we can again meet in person! The
good news is that our connections with one another continue during the current emergency –

 

Our reading program includes members from each of the Circles and typically meets every other month
following Sunday morning worship at the church. For those looking for a good read during this time of
separation, here is a select list of some books we have read and discussed over the years:

United Methodist Women

Cesar Chavez: A Photographic Essay, by Ilan Stavans
Miss Brenda and the Loveladies, by Brenda Spahn & Irene
Zutell
Sum It Up! by Coach Pat Summit
Colorblind, by Tim Wise
Wonder, by R.J. Palacio
Sally Ride: America’s First Woman in Space, by Lynn Sherr
Hiding in the Light, by Rifqa Bary
The White Umbrella: Walking with Survivors of Sex
Trafficking, by Mary Frances Bowley

Bus to Corinth, by Nadine B. Housholder
A House in the Sky, by Amanda Lindhout
Love Casts Out Fear, by Brother Nathan &
David Culross
The Orphan's Tale, by Pam Jenoff
When Breath Becomes Air, by Paul
Kalanithi
What is the What, by Dave Eggars
Uprising, by Sally Armstrong
Educated, by Tara Westover



By Jon Melegrito
 
In a new world of self-isolation due to the coronavirus, Friends observed social
distancing by cancelling their March, April, and May monthly meetings. Birthday
celebrants had to mark their natal days by themselves and loved ones in the safety
of their homes.
 
Jim Smith, who turned 80 on March 9, was treated to a birthday cake, with family
members singing ‘Happy Birthday’ on Facetime.  But on Easter Sunday, Jim and
wife Gail, their son Jonathan and his partner Rachel and granddaughter Julia, had
dinner together. “The five of us sat down ten feet apart and shared a meal,” Jim
said. 
 
During these months of sheltering in place, Jim shared that he is learning how to
improve his communication skills, like listening more actively and maintaining eye
contact – part of a “Getting-along-better-with-my-darling-wife” self-imposed
course. His only outing is a weekly trip for radiation treatment for skin cancer on
his temple. He has 15 more treatments to go.
 
Claire  Kordella marked her 98th birthday on April 20. Her six grandchildren and
four great grandchildren couldn’t visit her at Kensington Park, where she has lived
for three years, but they sent their love via phone calls. “I miss connecting with
family and friends, but I’m busy keeping up with the news, reading books, taking
walks outside and walking up and down the stairs,” she says. “We’re well fed and
taken cared of, so I have no complaints.” 

Friendship Club Report From the Friendship
Club Photo Archive

Community Groups
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Celebrating March birthdays in 2019: from left, Clifford Duthinh, Aminah
Kwatampora, Bill Larson, Evelyn Schwartz, Connie Kadala, Jim Smith, and Sallie
Woodward.

These photos of April birthday
celebrants were taken two years
ago. Top photo, Claire Kordella.
Lower photo (from left): Meg
Robinson, Kathy Young, and
Joan Pederson.

Normally, older adults from
across the community meet in
the fellowship hall on the 2nd

Tuesday of each month
(October-May) for fellowship,
lunch, and entertainment. We
look forward to resuming our

gatherings soon!



Heritage Sunday Postponed
Sunday April 26, 2020 would have been St.
Paul's annual Heritage Sunday celebration.
Each year on Heritage Sunday, we recognize
those who have been members of St. Paul's
for 50 years or more and pause to note the
rich heritage and history at St. Paul's.
 
Founded in 1885, with official articles of
incorporation filed in 1896, St. Paul's has
nestled in the heart of Kensington for
generations, serving as a place of worship
and a gathering space for friends and
neighbors. Visit http://stpaulsk.org/we-are-
all-about/sharing-our-history for a glimpse
into some highlights of our long history.
 
Given we are currently practicing physical
distancing, and want to truly embrace
Heritage Sunday in all of its fullness, we will
postpone the celebration and reschedule it
for such time as we are able to gather
physically together.

“Baltimore is proud to be an original Conference of American Methodism.
Although precise boundaries were not assigned to the Baltimore Conference
until 1796, the Methodist preachers convened annually at one or more places

within this territory from 1776.” 
 
These words make up the first paragraph of a book entitled Those Incredible
Methodists, A History of the Baltimore Conference of the United Methodist
Church. Written by a committee of seventeen, including clergy, bishops,
historians, scholars, authors, and professors, it was published by the
Commission on Archives and History for the Baltimore Conference in 1972. It
is a detailed account of the beginnings of Methodism in America, the
fragmentation over the issues of slavery, and the unification efforts that
began in the twentieth century. 
 
One primary predecessor for this book is a text that was published in 1907,
History of the Old Baltimore Conference from the Planting of Methodism in 1773
to the Division of the Conference in 1857 by James Edward Armstrong,
Secretary of the Baltimore Conference, M. E. Church, South. Planning for the
Incredible Methodists book was spurred on by the fact that nearly a century
had passed since Armstrong had published his history in 1907. 
 
Both of these books are available in the St. Paul’s UMC library.

 

Congratulations to these ten youth for going
the distance despite the unprecedented
challenges and most unusual circumstances
these past few months. We look forward to
seeing what bright things these high school
graduates will do in the future!

Looking Back & Looking Ahead
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Bits of History: The "Baltimore Conference"

For more information about this article or the St. Paul’s History Committee, please contact Jack Lipscomb at
jplipscomb@verizon.net or (301) 774-2761. For more information about St. Paul's, read our History Book, The Spirit of
Methodism in Kensington, 1885-2007. There are copies of the book available; the price is now reduced to $5.

Cover page of the record of St.
Paul's incorporation with

signature of the county clerk,
filed 1896.

Congratulations,
Seniors!

Brianna Barnes
Aaron Bazawada

Elias Chen 
Emily Fox

Johana Marroquin
Caroline Mollenauer

Megan O'Reilly
Chase Seabreeze

Bronwyn Weikert 
Ethan Wilson



Virtual Youth Ministry Options!
While this whole social-distancing and stay-at-home mandate are in place, we are moving
to entirely online ministry!  We know that this has been a super uncomfortable adjustment
for our students, so we have limited our weekly offerings to these two main pieces - SPY
Creates & SPY Connect! Read more below about these weekly activities!

As we learn to engage with each other through our online platforms, we also believe it's
super important to take a break and do something that isn't related to school work or other
activities. So, what started as a Photo-A-Day challenge has morphed into this Weekly Create
Challenge. 
 

We really want to encourage you to create something - a movie, a song, a painting, a story, a
stamp, a poem, take a picture, whatever! Anything goes - as long as you take a break to
create this week!
 

Make sure to send your finished products to Micah by each Monday! Prompts are sent out
each week in the SPY Weekly Update email and on Instagram!

Confirmation 2020 
The journey to Confirmation is still
underway for twelve young people in St.
Paul’s Confirmation Class of 2020. Please
be in prayer for these individuals as they
dig deep into faith and explore what it
means to be a Christian. Prayers for their
parents, mentors, and teachers are
appreciated as well, and that a Spirit-led
journey will be had by all. 
 

Sophia Bartley

Audrey Brown 

Connor Buss 

Ella Carmen 

Charlotte Markey 

Mattias Meszaros 

Natalie Mullens 

Colin O’Neill 

Anna Ruhlen 

Aki Takata 

Charlotte Weikert 

John Stephens

Regular SPY Meeting Times
 

We're temporarily closed, but when we are able to
gather, you'll find our Youth in the Youth Lounge
and Multi-Purpose Room each Sunday (unless
we're away for a retreat weekend or holiday). 
 

4:30 p.m. - Middle High
6:45 p.m. - Senior High

St. Paul's Youth
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SPY  i s  open  to all  f r i e nds  of  St .  Paul ' s  i n  grades  6 - 1 2 .

Unfortunately, we have had to cancel the Wilderness Trail event on our end.
Leadership has decided and agreed that we should cancel all summer events - and
for us, that means Wilderness Trail. We are so sad to miss this year, but we'll do
everything in our power to make sure we can take everyone that didn't get to go this
year on next year's trip. If you have any questions, please email Micah at
msmartt@stpaulsk.org.

W i l d e r n e s s  T r a i l
E v e n t  C a n c e l e d

Educational Award
St. Paul's, through its Council on Youth Ministries, will once again provide an Educational Award scholarship
to one or more graduating High School Seniors who plan to attend college, university, or some other type of
post-secondary education. Each applicant will be considered based on several criteria, including financial
need, academics, affiliation with and service to St. Paul's, and personal statements. Only those who apply
can be considered! The application deadline for St. Paul's 2020 Educational Award is Sunday, May 24. Forms
have been mailed to seniors and are available for download at stpaulsk.org/community/youth. 

CONNECTSSPY
We have been having a great time seeing youth faces on our Weekly Zoom meetings and
hope you'll join us each Sunday this month! 
 

We'll be meeting on Sundays  4:30 for Middle High | 7:00 for Senior High
 

We'll start with a check-in as people join the Zoom, and then we'll do a couple other fun
things! Links to the Zoom meetings will be sent out on Sunday afternoon! If you don't see
it, email Micah!

SPY Creates



Children's Programming
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As we all adjust to this new way of doing things, please know that we are working to bring both
our children’s ministry and adult education up to speed in virtual format.

Sunday School: Virtual Edition
We are emailing a variety of curriculum materials to our Sunday School families &
community each Sunday, including the week’s Family Page and activity sheets/coloring
pages for different ages. If you aren't getting emails and would like to, please let us know!
Contact our Director of Christian Education, Dr. Meg Baker, at mbaker@stpaulsk.org.

Children's Message
Preschoolers and elementary age children are invited to view each week’s Children’s
Message, which is often a part of the morning worship experience at
http://stpaulsk.org/worship/worship-at-home. On Sundays when it is not a part of the
worship service, it will be provided separately by email and/or on our website
(http://stpaulsk.org/community/children). These messages can be accessed at any time –
no need to carve out a specific time for viewing! Hope to “see” you there.

Kids' Connection
Our Children’s Ministry now offers a weekly virtual connection opportunity for
the youngest among us. Kids’ Connection will take a variety of forms, from
storytelling to craft-making to family check-ins and more. Each session is made
available for viewing on Friday afternoons via this link on our website:
http://stpaulsk.org/community/children. Just scroll down this page until you
see the “Kids’ Connection” video, then click and enjoy! For more information,
please contact Meg Baker at mbaker@stpaulsk.org. Adults and youth are
encouraged to volunteer in this newborn children’s ministry!

Children’s Choir and Other Interactive Opportunities
Children in Kindergarten through 5th Grade will be invited to participate in
virtual children’s choir opportunities coming soon! We are also looking for
people of all ages who might be interested in playing a part in any upcoming
online children’s activities, such as interactive skits / dramas, Young People’s
Messages, Kids’ Connection, and the like. Please contact Director of Christian
Education Meg Baker at mbaker@stpaulsk.org for more information!  

If you missed the Easter-themed activities on Easter
Sunday, no worries!  The season of Easter, also known as
Eastertide, continues until Pentecost Sunday on May 31,
so it’s entirely appropriate to celebrate the risen Christ
after Easter Sunday. Just visit
stpaulsk.org/community/easter-eggstravaganza and
enjoy the projects, printables, and messages!

Easter Eggstravaganza
Many thanks to the St. Paul’s
families who helped make
this “eggs-perience” possible!  
Special thanks to Allie & Kate
Griffin, Ellis Harvey, Grace
and Melanie Morford, Meghan
Simpson, Youth Pastor Micah
Smartt, and, of course, Rev.
Dr. Patricia Allen for their
wonderful participation in
this project.

Thanks!



The Easter Season
The Easter Season, also known as Eastertide or the Great Fifty Days, begins on Easter Sunday and ends 50 days 
later on Pentecost Sunday! Eastertide is the most joyous season of the Christian year. During this time, we 
continue to celebrate the Risen Lord, and read stories that describe how people first heard that Jesus is not dead – he is alive!
We celebrate the good news that in Christ’s death and resurrection we, and all creation, are continually being made new by
God’s love and saving grace. So, a “Happy Easter” greeting is totally appropriate throughout the month of May!

So what is Pentecost, anyway?
Oh, we are SO glad you asked! And, would you believe Pentecost is actually a birthday celebration?!
Pentecost marks the day that the Christian church was born. Fifty days after Easter Sunday, when
Jesus rose from the dead, the people were gathered in one place and – whoosh! – the Holy Spirit
came upon them, giving them great power!

When the day of Pentecost had come,

they were all _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ in one place.

And suddenly from __ _ _ _ _  there came

a sound like the rush of a violent  _ _ _ _, 

and it filled the entire  _ _ _ _ _  where

they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of

_ _ _ _  appeared among them, and a

tongue rested on each of them. All of

them were filled with the _ _ _ _    _ _ _ _ _ _ 

and began to speak in other languages,

as the  _ _ _ _ _ _   gave them ability.

These words appear somewhere
in the blanks of the story, but
they're scrambled and out of
order! Can you fix them?
 

IDNW  __________________
NGUTOSE  __________________
GGELAUASN  _________________
BITLYAI     ________________
LSDUEDYN    __________________
LFDILE       __________________
DSUNO     __________________
PITRSI   _________________

Read verses 1 through 4 and then see if you can fill in the blanks below. The following passage is taken from the New Revised
Standard Version (your parents can access it here: https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+2&version=NRSV).

The LONGEST Season
On the very last Sunday of this month – May 31 – we begin the "Season After Pentecost," also referred to as 
“ordinary time,” which lasts for a LONG time. The church uses green altar cloths ("paraments") during 
ordinary time. The next season in the church year is Advent, which begins after Thanksgiving!

Did you know...

Family Feature
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Fun kid-friendly trivia, puzzles, and Bible verses prepared by our Director of Christian Education, Dr. Meg Baker.

Seasons & Celebrations

Grab your Bible and take a look at chapter 2 in the book called The Acts of the Apostles. 

Psst! D
on't fo

rget

May 10



May 2020
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
2
11:00 am Adult Ed
- Saturday Study
(Zoom)

1
9:00 am Daily
Breath
(Facebook Live
4:00 pm Kids'
Connection
(stpaulsk.org))

3
11:00 am Worship at Home
(stpaulsk.org & Facebook)
4:30 pm Middle High SPY
(Zoom)
7:00 pm Senior High SPY
(Zoom)
 

4
9:00 am Daily
Breath
(Facebook Live)
11:00 am Staff
Meeting (Zoom)
 

5
9:55 am
Prayerwaves
(phone
conference call)
7:00 pm
"Furloughed"
Chat (Zoom)
7:00 pm Journey
Group (Zoom)

6
9:00 am Daily
Breath (Facebook
Live)
4:00 pm Adult
Bible Study
(Zoom)
7:00 pm Still
Wednesday
(Zoom)
8:30 pm 2x4s
Virtual Happy
Hour (Zoom)

7
No church
activities
scheduled.

8
9:00 am Daily
Breath
(Facebook Live)
4:00 pm Kids'
Connection
(stpaulsk.org)
 
 

9
11:00 am Adult Ed
- Saturday Study
(Zoom)

10
11:00 am Worship at
Home (stpaulsk.org &
Facebook)
4:30 pm Middle High SPY
(Zoom)
7:00 pm Senior High SPY
(Zoom)

11
9:00 am Daily
Breath
(Facebook Live)
11:00 am Staff
Meeting (Zoom)
7:00 pm Yarn
Ministry (Zoom)

12
9:55 am
Prayerwaves
(phone
conference call)
7:00 pm Journey
Group (Zoom)

13
9:00 am Daily
Breath (Facebook
Live)
4:00 pm Adult
Bible Study
(Zoom)
7:00 pm Still
Wednesday
(Zoom)

14
7:30 pm
Sanctuary
Choir  (Zoom)

15
9:00 am Daily
Breath
(Facebook Live)
4:00 pm Kids'
Connection
(stpaulsk.org)
 

16
11:00 am Adult Ed
- Saturday Study
(Zoom)

17
11:00 am Worship at
Home (stpaulsk.org &
Facebook)
12:00 pm SPRC Meeting
4:30 pm Middle High SPY
(Zoom)
7:00 pm Senior High SPY
(Zoom)
 

18
9:00 am Daily
Breath
(Facebook Live)
11:00 am Staff
Meeting (Zoom)
7:00 pm Yarn
Ministry (Zoom)

19
9:55 am
Prayerwaves
(phone
conference call)
7:00 pm
"Furloughed"
Chat (Zoom)
7:00 pm Journey
Group (Zoom)

20
9:00 am Daily
Breath (Facebook
Live)
4:00 pm Adult
Bible Study
(Zoom)
7:00 pm Still
Wednesday
(Zoom)

21
No church
activities
scheduled.

22
9:00 am Daily
Breath
(Facebook
Live)
4:00 pm Kids'
Connection
(stpaulsk.org)

23
11:00 am Adult Ed
- Saturday Study
(Zoom)

24
11:00 am Worship at
Home (stpaulsk.org &
Facebook)
4:30 pm Middle High SPY
(Zoom)
7:00 pm Senior High SPY
(Zoom)

25
Memorial Day
9:00 am Daily
Breath
(Facebook Live)
 

26
9:55 am
Prayerwaves
(phone
conference call)
7:00 pm Journey
Group (Zoom)

27
9:00 am Daily
Breath (Facebook
Live)
4:00 pm Adult
Bible Study
(Zoom)
7:00 pm Still
Wednesday
(Zoom)

28
7:30 pm
Sanctuary
Choir (Zoom)

29
9:00 am Daily
Breath
(Facebook
Live)
4:00 pm Kids'
Connection
(stpaulsk.org)

30
11:00 am Adult Ed
- Saturday Study
(Zoom)

31
11:00 am Worship at
Home (stpaulsk.org &
Facebook)
4:30 pm Middle High SPY
(Zoom)
7:00 pm Senior High SPY
(Zoom)

 
Do you have news to share? 
Submit articles for the June edition of The Epistle by May 15. 
Email Erin Steele at stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org. 

All events are subject to change as the COVID19 public health situation, and our
response to it, evolves. When possible, St. Paul's clergy and lay leadership will reopen
the building in phases following the direction of Bishop Easterling, the governor of
Maryland, and county health authorities. If you have questions about an activity, please
contact the group organizer.



St. Paul's United 
Methodist Church
10401 Armory Avenue
Kensington, Maryland 20895
301-933-7933 • stpaulsk.org

Worship Schedule
 

Sunday Worship video available each Sunday morning at
11:00 a.m. through stpaulsk.org/worship/worship-at-home
and on Facebook. 

 

Still Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesdays via Zoom invite.
 

In-person worship temporarily on break due to COVID-19
public health crisis. We look forward to a phased return to
normal operations.

 

Epistle Options
 

Email (color)
Send an email to stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org 
to be added to the email list.
 

Download (color)
Go to the St. Paul's website at
http://stpaulsk.org/community/epistle-weekly-news
 

Mail (black & white)
Contact the church office to be added to the mailing list.
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