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My dear friends:

 Sorry for the delay, friends. This issue of the Epistle now combines two 
months, March and April, because the March issue was intentionally paused. 
This pause in publication was necessary because of the meeting of the General 
Conference that concluded in late February. We knew the decisions made by 
this legislative body would have implications for the denomination that would 
need time to process. We at St. Paul's needed this delay in order to share more 
information than we had available in early March when you would have received 
this newsletter. Thank you for your patience.
 You'll find a fuller summary of the outcome of General Conference later 
within these pages, but the short version is that the Traditional Plan passed. 
This plan retains language that has appeared in the Book of Discipline since 
1972 that says the practice of homosexuality is incompatible with Christian 
teaching. This plan also incorporates mandatory minimum penalties for clergy 
who perform same-sex wedding ceremonies. 
 The General Conference also considered the One Church Plan. This plan 
would have removed the incompatibility language and allowed congregations 
to celebrate same-sex marriages and Annual Conferences to ordain self-avowed 
practicing homosexual persons. Although supported by the Council of Bishops 
and by a large minority of the 800+ delegates to General Conference, the One 
Church Plan did not pass. 
 One of the great strengths of St. Paul's is your ability to be in community 
with each other even though you may hold widely different political and 
theological beliefs. That strength is being tested now. Some members of St. 
Paul’s are deeply disappointed in the outcome of General Conference. Other 
members of St. Paul's are greatly relieved. I have personally talked with many 
across this range of emotional responses. It has been a challenging yet sacred 
pastoral task to shoulder the burdens of those who carry them, and to share the 
joys of those who celebrate them. Regardless of which fork in the road of faith 
you are called to take, thank you for the privilege of walking alongside of each 
you on this stage of our journey together.
 This journey of discernment about the next steps for St. Paul's will take 
many months. The path is not yet clear. Regardless, please know that nothing 
will change at St. Paul's today, tomorrow, or next month. As we have for decades, 
we will never delay in our mission to invite and welcome all through the front 
door of this church.

 Light and peace in Jesus Christ,
 A.B. Snell
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From the Desk of Pastor Kate
Dear St. Paul’s Family,

 I often tell people that my job in performing pastoral visitation is 
not to bring God with me (for one thing, I'd need a nicer car for that!), but 
to name the ways that God is already at work in the midst of darkness, 
confusion and despair.  As you might guess, sometimes this holy task 
is harder than we'd hope, but other times God surprises me with God's 
saturating presence in the midst of our difficult situations.  So in the wake of 
General Conference, I'd like to name some ways I have seen God at work:

� I see God's care and compassion in the ways we have reached out 
to each other to offer care, concern and prayer for those who find 
themselves in a place of deep pain.

� I see God's love in the people who have brought me flowers and 
lifted me up in prayer as their pastor even as I work hard to care for 
them!

� I see God's steadfastness in those who have shared their commitment 
to following the leading of the Holy Spirit in a space that can feel very 
dark and uncertain.

� I see God's righteousness in the careful and skilled work of our 
delegates as they, too, sought the leading of the Spirit on the 
conference floor.

� I see God's anointing on each person in our congregation, who 
has been called here precisely "for such a time as this" (Esther 4:14), 
particularly on the members of our Church Council and members 
to Annual Conference as well as Kelly Robier, who stepped into 
the delegation at the last minute to replace an injured colleague, 
comported herself like a pro and did our entire conference proud.

We have hard conversations and big decisions ahead which will shape 
the legacy of our church for decades to come.  This will not be easy work, 
friends; as I often tell my Tuesday Morning Bible Study, God never seems 
to call us to eat cake and lay on the beach!  However, I firmly believe that we 
can and will have those hard conversations with open and Christlike spirits, 
make big decisions with the guidance of the Spirit, and emerge as a church 
which is closer to the mind and heart of God in word, deed and sign.  I am so 
grateful to be able to companion each of you on this journey ahead!

 Peace,
 Pastor Kate

Bishop LaTrelle Easterling 
joins other Bishops and 
several delegates from the 
Special Session of General 
Conference take a moment 
to pray before voting.

Contact Us
SENIOR PASTOR

Rev. Dr. Adam B. Snell
absnell@stpaulsk.org

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
ASSOCIATE PASTOR

Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton
kfulton@stpaulsk.org

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
YOUTH PASTOR

Micah Smartt
msmartt@stpaulsk.org

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
DIRECTOR of CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Meg Baker
mbaker@stpaulsk.org

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
DIRECTOR of MUSIC

N. Thomas Pedersen
tpedersen@stpaulsk.org

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
ORGANIST

Marvin Mills
mmills@stpaulsk.org

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR

Erin Steele
stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
TREASURER

Michelle Gregonis
mgregonis@stpaulsk.org

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
FACILITIES MANAGER

Tracey Furman
tfurman@stpaulsk.org

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
EPISTLE LAYOUT & DESIGN

Jay Codner
jgcodner@gmail.com

Stay Connected!
If you're not already receiving our 

weekly emails and monthly Epistle, 
please contact the church office. 

Phone: (301) 933-7933
Email: stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org
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Lenten Devotionals

Easter Lily Orders
Sundays, March 31 & April 7  *  Following Both Worship Services

Easter Lily orders will be taken on 
Sunday, March 31 and Sunday, April 7 
following each worship service. Please 
visit the table in the Narthex to place 
your order. Each plant costs $15 and 
may be dedicated in memory or in 
honor of someone.  Checks may be 
made payable to St. Paul's UMC with 
"Easter Lily" on the memo line. You 

will be able to place your order online using a credit card at stpaulsk.org 
starting Sunday, March 31. You may take your lily home following the 10:30 
a.m. worship service on Easter, Sunday, April 21.

Last spring nearly 70 members of St. Paul's joined 
together in a workshop to explore the things that 
unite us as United Methodists and as congregants of 
St. Paul's.  This workshop identified seven unifying 
themes.  In light of the recent decisions made at the 
2019 General Conference, we are challenged with an 
important question: "What kind of church does God call 
St. Paul's to be?"  This Lenten season you are invited 
to contemplate this question through a guided meditation on the seven 
unifying themes identified by last spring's workshop.  Printed booklets for 
this Lenten practice will be available in the Narthex.  The guide is available 
for download on our website at stpaulsk.org/community/calendar-events.

Worship Info
Sunday, March 24
Third Sunday in Lent
Isaiah 55:1-9
Rev. Adam B. Snell Preaching

Sunday, March 31
Fourth Sunday in Lent
Joshua 5:9-12
Rev. Adam B. Snell Preaching

Sunday, April 7
Fifth Sunday in Lent
Isaiah 43:16-21
Rev. Adam B. Snell Preaching

Sunday, April 14
Palm Sunday
Luke 19:28-40
Rev. Adam B. Snell Preaching

Thursday, April 18 @ 7:30 p.m.
Maundy Thursday
John 13:1-17, 31b-35
Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton Preaching

Friday, April 19 @ 7:30 p.m.
Good Friday

Sunday, April 21 @ 7:30 a.m.
Easter Sunday Sunrise Service
Luke 24:1-12
Outdoor Youth Led Worship Service

Sunday, April 21
Easter Sunday
Luke 24:1-12
Rev. Adam B. Snell Preaching

Sunday, April 28
Heritage Sunday
Acts 16:9-15
Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton Preaching

Sunday Worship
Sunday @ 9:00 a.m.

Worship with Holy Communion in the 
Sanctuary.  Nursery Care available.

Sunday @ 10:30 a.m.
Worship in the Sanctuary.  Sunday 
School and Nursery Care available.

Easter Eggstravaganza
Saturday, April 20  *  9:30-11:30 a.m.  *  Heavener Hall

St. Paul's will host its second annual Easter Eggstravaganza 
9:30-11:30 a.m. on Saturday, April 20, in Heavener Hall.  This 
time of family fun and fellowship will include breakfast, crafts, 
story time, and an Easter Egg Hunt.  Bring a basket, bring a 
friend!  While there is no cost for this event, registration is 
encouraged; please sign-up in the Narthex or online beginning 
April 1.  We are also in need of many volunteers – both adults 

and youth – especially folks who are able to host craft stations and help with 
hunt logistics.  To volunteer, or for more information, please contact Meg 
Baker at mbaker@stpaulsk.org or (301) 933-7933.  Donations of pre-filled 
Easter Eggs (no nuts or chocolate, please!) would also be most welcome and 
may be placed in the labeled bin in the church office beginning on Monday, 
April 1.

http://stpaulsk.org
http://stpaulsk.org/community/calendar-events
mailto:mbaker%40stpaulsk.org?subject=
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Congregational Care
Thank You
Thank you to all our St. Paul's friends 
for the love and concern shown to me 
during my surgery. All of the prayers 
and concern made me feel cared for in 
a special way. I have enjoyed reading 
all of the notes you sent. And thank 
you especially to Arceli and Beth for the 
delicious food that was so helpful during 
the first week home. You are truly the 
best family.

      Tom Bickford

Card Ministry
We would like to say Thank You to everyone who has 
contributed cards to this important ministry.  We are 
so appreciative to receive these cards.  We also want 
to thank everyone who takes one card or even more 
every Sunday!  We get such positive feedback from our 
friends who are receiving these cheery notes and cards!  If you have not participated 
yet, just pick up a card at the Visitor's Desk and either write a note or just sign your 
name on the card.  It already has the address and stamp on it.  It is so easy!  Thank you 
for being so supportive.

      Mary Lou Dungan & Deanna Hodgson, Card Ministry Team

Thank You
Dear St. Paul's Family,

Thank you for all the love and support 
following my Dad's death in October. 
Each card, email, and hug was a blessing 
and a reminder of how lucky I am to 
be part of such a caring church family.  
Your support really made a difference 
at this sad time. The family of Robert 
Browne thanks you for your expression 
of sympathy and support.  Thank you.

      Love,
      Marge Higgins & Family

Send a Card 
or Note

These members would 
appreciate your thoughts and 

expressions of care...

Mrs. Lois Baker
333 Russell Avenue

Kindley Building, Room 323
Gaithersburg, MD 20877

Mrs. Marianne Blankenship
3501 Woodridge Avenue

Wheaton, MD 20902

Ms. Janet Colwell
Manor Care

11901 Georgia Avenue #239
Wheaton, MD 20902

Mrs. Dorothea Depenbrock
1709 Luzerne Avenue

Silver Spring, MD 20910

Mrs. Grace Lawson
8413 Nunley Drive

Apartment D
Baltimore, MD 20910

Mrs. Mae Miles
3616 Littledale Road, #207A

Kensington, MD 20895

Mrs. Ruth Sylvester
333 Russell Avenue

Kindley Building, Room 303
Gaithersburg, MD 20877

Mrs. Margaret Thayer
3160 Gracefield Road

Apartment 1122RC
Silver Spring, MD 20904

Still Wednesday Worship
Come and be still. Join us for this weekly worship 
opportunity on Wednesdays from 7:00-8:00 p.m.  
The constant barrage of news and knowledge can 
dominate our minds.  In today's environment of media 
bombardment, it becomes increasingly difficult to find 
time to be quiet, to think and to pray.  Bring your desire 
for stillness and God's loving and eternal presence in this 
weekly offering of reflection, silence and prayer.

Come. . . 
Come, come, whoever you are.

Wanderer, worshipper, lover of leaving—it doesn't matter.
Ours is not a caravan of despair. 

Come, even if you have broken your vows a thousand times.
Come, and come yet again, come, come.

Jalal al-Din Rumi
13th-century poet and Sufi mystic

Bear one another's burdens, 
and in this way you will 
fulfill the law of Christ.

- Galatians 6:2
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More Congregational Care
Welcome to St. Paul's!

A warm welcome to our newest members who joined the 
St. Paul's congregation during January & February

We are glad you are here and look forward to spending 
times of worship and fellowship together in the future!  

Welcome to St. Paul's!

Penny Johnson

Gary Lombardo

Rebecca Lombardo

Mark Manning

Wendy Manning

Lynne Haverkos

John Petch

Kelly Petch

Jim Pickens

Holly Smartt

Micah Smartt

Holli Tinari

Joyce Wedler

Ari Brooks Woldeab

Celebration of Birth
Special flowers graced the altar during the month of 

January to celebrate the birth of

Kayden Xavier Ortiz
great-grandson of Jack & Martha Lipscomb

Sympathy
Our deepest sympathy is expressed to these members 
who mourn the loss of loved ones during the month 

of January

Marvin Mills & Family
following the death of his father

Susie Snell & Family
following the death of her mother, 

Phyllis Leonhardt

Athena Gaalswyk & Family
following the death of her grandfather

Rich Rarey & Family
following the death of his mother,

Marion Rarey

The Family of Jan Dennis
following her death

Online Prayer Requests
Have a joy or concern? In need of prayer support? 
Submit an online prayer request, day or night.  You will 
have the option to share your request with the Prayer 
Lift team or only share directly with the pastors. Visit 
our website to submit an online prayer request form at 
stpaulsk.org/community/prayer-requests.

Stephen Ministry
St. Paul's UMC is a Stephen Ministry 
Church. A Stephen Minister gives 
one-to-one, lay Christian care. 

Here's what that means:

� One-to-one: Stephen 
Ministers meet privately with one care receiver 
of the same gender. 

� Lay: Stephen Ministers are trained, supervised 
lay volunteers, not professional counselors or 
therapists, pastors, or physicians. 

� Christian: Stephen Ministers are Christians 
who care in the name of Christ.  They are 
willing to talk about spiritual issues but won't 
force them.

� Care: Stephen Ministers care by listening, 
supporting, encouraging, praying, being 
steady, dependable and trustworthy and 
maintaining confidentiality in their caregiving.

Contact: At St. Paul's UMC, you may contact Pastor 
Kate at kfulton@stpaulsk.org, (301) 933-7933 ext. 103, 
Martha Lipscomb at mmlipscomb@verizon.net, (301) 
774-2761, or Jim Hitchcock at jhitch77@gmail.com, 
(301) 871-5055, if you have specific questions about 
having a Stephen Minister assigned to you or if you want 
to explore being trained to be a Stephen Minister.

mailto:stpaulsk.org/community/prayer-requests?subject=
mailto:kfulton%40stpaulsk.org?subject=
mailto:mmlipscomb%40verizon.net?subject=
mailto:jhitch77%40gmail.com?subject=
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Discerning A Way Forward
By: Marge Higgins, Lay Leader

On Sunday, March 3, the 
congregation of St. Paul's 
gathered for an update on 
decisions made at the special 
global General Conference of 
The United Methodist Church 
(UMC), which ended February 
26, and an overview of our plan to 
move toward our own decisions 
about the future of St. Paul's.

There are many questions that can't be answered yet; 
more information will be shared when it is available. To 
hear the details shared at the March 3 information session, 
you can view the recording on the St. Paul's website at 
stpaulsk.org/community/the-way-forward. 

Here's what we do know -

Delegates to the General Conference voted to adopt two 
pieces of legislation that have a direct impact on St. Paul's 
and other UMC congregations. The General Conference 
voted to adopt the "Traditional Plan," which:

� Strengthens language included in the Book of 
Discipline (the law and doctrine of the UMC) 
covering lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, 
intersex, asexual, plus (LGBTQIA+) individuals
¡ The current language (in effect since 1972) 

states that "The practice of homosexuality 
is incompatible with Christian teaching. 
Therefore, self-avowed practicing homosexuals 
are not to be certified as candidates, ordained 
as ministers, or appointed to serve in the 
United Methodist Church." (¶304.3)

¡ Clergy are prohibited from conducting same 
gender weddings (¶2702.b).

� Creates minimum sentencing guidelines for clergy 
who perform same-sex marriages or who are 
openly gay and partnered.
¡ Those guidelines indicate a one-year unpaid 

suspension for a first clergy violation of the 
rules included in the Book of Discipline, and 
revocation of clergy credentials for a second 
violation (meaning the individual would no 
longer be qualified to serve in the current or 
any other church).

The second piece of legislation is an "exit plan" that 
allows churches to leave the UMC in a more expedited 
process than the one currently outlined in the Book of 
Discipline.  As currently written, this option would:
� be in effect through 2023;
� allow disaffiliating congregations to retain property 

under certain financial conditions;
� require disaffiliating congregations to pay the next 

year’s apportionments and any pension obligations 
and/or existing property debts.

Both pieces of legislation contain clauses that the Judicial 
Council (the "Supreme Court" of the UMC) has previously 
ruled unconstitutional. This means that these proposals, 
or portions of them, may need to be re-written before 
they can be enacted. The Judicial Council will address 
these issues at its next meeting April 23-25, 2019 in 
Evanston, Illinois. Items deemed constitutional by the 
Judicial Council would be effective January 1, 2020.

What does this mean for St. Paul's?

The decisions made at General Conference leave our 
congregation with the options to:
� Stay in the United Methodist Church and accept/

abide by the new legislation (note that if we do 
nothing, this is what will happen);

� Stay in the United Methodist Church and seek to 
become Reconciling or find other venues to visibly 
support the LGBTQIA+ community while accepting 
practical limitations provided under the new 
legislation;

� Explore disaffiliation from the United Methodist 
Church.

Each of us, regardless of what positions we hold on 
LGBTQIA+ inclusion, or how much attention we have paid 
to the process leading to General Conference, are now 
affected by these legislative actions. As a congregation we 
will have to make decisions.

We now enter a period of discernment. Discernment, in 
the Christian context, means the process of determining 
God's desire in a situation or for one's life, or of identifying 
the true nature of a thing, such as discerning whether a 
thing is good or evil.

http://stpaulsk.org/community/the-way-forward
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The plan for working together on a way forward is to:
� Gather for small group conversations beginning 

after Easter in order to ensure a space for everyone 
in our community (member or friend) to share 
feelings and thoughts, and to envision who God is 
calling us to be and what our congregation could 
become.

� Determine additional steps based on feedback 
from small groups. (More processing, Bible study, or 
prayer groups? Exploration of costs associated with 
disaffiliation?)

� Schedule a Church Conference (a vote of the 
membership) regarding the options currently 
identified, or something else that might materialize, 
once the Church Council determines that the above 
steps have supported our period of discernment.

As individuals, we are each asked during this time to 
participate in the congregational discernment process, 
to hold our clergy, lay leaders, and each other in prayer 
and to actively work to discern where God is calling our 
church, and each of us individually.

Our clergy will support laity through this process by 
sharing information and counseling those who need 
pastoral care. Otherwise they will not express opinions or 
participate directly in the discernment process, affirming 
the laity as "the church." 

For additional information, please view the Frequently 
Asked Questions pages compiled by Rev. Kate Mackereth 
Fulton.  To sign-up to participate in Small Groups for 
Discernment, please sign-up by Sunday, April 14 using 
the clipboard in the office, or fill out the form available 
here: https://tinyurl.com/y6tastzp

Discerning A Way Forward (Continued)

Maundy Thursday
By: Tom Pedersen, Director of Music

The Culmination of the Liturgical Year is the Easter Triduum—from the evening of Holy Thursday to the evening of 
Easter Sunday.  Though chronologically three days, they are liturgically one day unfolding for us the unity of Christ's 
Paschal Mystery.  On Holy or Maundy Thursday, we celebrate and commemorate the Last Supper. As we journey 
through the three days beginning in the Upper Room, to the Garden, then Golgotha, the empty tomb and the Glory of 
the Resurrection, we will weave into the Thursday evening liturgy a composition by American composer, Alfred Fedak. 
For Us the Living: A Requiem. 

This beautiful piece for choir, organ, strings, flute, oboe and harp will feature Soprano, Molly Allen. Along with the 
usual liturgical texts (Introit, Kyrie, Sanctus and Benedictus, Pie Jesu and Agnus Dei), the composer has added movements: 
"Sentence: All We Go Down to the Dust," a setting of Psalm 23, and "Valediction: The Souls of the Righteous."

The title phrase "For Us the Living" is a quote from Lincoln's Gettysburg Address and Composer Fedak says, "For Us 
the Living fully acknowledges the twin realities of death and grief and is meant to serve as a grateful affirmation of the 
gift of life and an expression of comfort, consolation, hope and encouragement to all who have suffered loss.  It's, quite 
literally, a requiem for us, the living." 

The music for this service is made possible by the family of Bill Gibb, in loving memory of his faithful service to St. Paul's 
and his great love of music.  Please mark your calendars for 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, April 18 and invite friends to join 
you for this meaningful worship service as we begin the Triduum.

https://tinyurl.com/y6tastzp
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Small Groups for Discernment
By: Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton, Associate Pastor

The Frequently Asked Questions below and the document "Discerning a Way Forward for St. Paul's United 
Methodist Church" have been assembled to help provide background information and address common concerns 
arising from the actions at the global 2019 General Conference.

Discernment, in the Christian context, is the process of determining God's desire in a situation or for one's life, or of 
identifying the true nature of a thing.  Small Groups for Discernment (aka "Processing Groups") will be the official way 
to participate in the discussion about what the future of St. Paul's UMC should look like in the wake of the 2019 General 
Conference.  To participate, sign-up on the clipboard in the church office or online at https://tinyurl.com/y6tastzp. 
Please sign-up by Sunday, April 14.

Frequently Asked Questions
Q: How are Small Groups being organized? Can I sign 

up to facilitate or host one in my neighborhood?

A: Groups will be organized by clergy and lay leaders, and 
will be facilitated by church members who will receive 
special training prior to meeting with their groups.  
Groups will be loosely organized geographically 
and will have the option to meet in homes or at the 
church depending on the facilitator’s preference.  The 
facilitator for each group will consult group members 
to determine a mutually agreeable time and location.

Q: I already know what I believe about inclusion.  Why 
do I need to participate in a processing group?

A: Small groups are designed to aid the discernment 
process for all, including but not limited to those 
who do not have strong opinions on this issue.  They 
are also a place for each of us to share how these 
decisions have impacted us, and how we envision St. 
Paul’s advancing its own vision and mission in light 
of General Conference.  Even if you believe that your 
opinion may not be shared by others, or you’re unsure 
of your opinion, your participation is valuable and 
your voice is needed as we seek to discern where God 
is calling our community next.

Q: Are processing groups confidential?  What will be 
reported back, and who receives it?

A: Each facilitator will be invited to report back 
to a steering committee of leaders (our clergy, 
Church Council chair, and the three lay delegates 
who represent St. Paul’s at our annual Baltimore-
Washington Conference meeting) about the broad 
content of their conversation, areas where the group 

reached consensus, areas of disagreement, and their 
sense of what next steps might be most useful.  
Individual opinions and comments will be kept strictly 
confidential and will not be reported or shared.

Q: What happens after our processing groups have 
concluded?

A: Once we have all the feedback from the small groups 
in hand, the steering committee will prayerfully 
consider and make suggestions to the Church Council 
regarding next steps for St. Paul’s.  Additionally, we 
should by then have a better idea of what options are  
"on the table" for consideration, as more information 
is available.  Suggestions may include additional 
processing, a congregation-wide study or meeting 
time, or additional research on how a favored 
path forward will impact St. Paul’s practically and 
financially.  After thorough consideration, the Church 
Council will vote on a recommendation to move the 
process forward, which may include calling a special 
Church Conference for a congregation-wide vote of 
all members, if necessary.

Q: Where can I learn more about Reconciling churches 
and the Reconciling Ministries Network, and their 
work advocating for LGBTQ+ justice and inclusion?  
Can I sign up as a Reconciling Individual?

A: We invite those who would like to learn more to visit 
https://rmnetwork.org/ for information, resources, 
and sign-up information for individuals.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

https://tinyurl.com/y6tastzp
https://rmnetwork.org/
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Q: How does the General Conference outcome affect 
our planned building renovation?

A: As of this moment (March 14), the renovation 
preparation is proceeding as planned.  The Capital 
Campaign Committee and the Building Committee 
will review recent events at their next meetings and 
any further decisions will be communicated to the 
congregation.

Q: Is there a plan for a new progressive Methodist 
denomination or association?

A: At this moment we are not aware of any such 
association.  However, the broader situation is still 
evolving; if and when such an organization makes 
itself known, information will be provided to our 
congregation to aid in the discernment process.

Q: How does any future decision we make affect our 
pastoral leadership?

A: St. Paul’s clergy team has elected to remain neutral 
through this discernment process in order to facilitate 
a final decision that reflects the will of the congregation 
rather than that of any one leader.  At that point, our 
clergy and their families will 
engage in their own 
discernment process 
about where God 
is calling them and 
share the results 
of their personal 
discernment at the 
appropriate time.

Small Groups for Discernment (Continued)

If you have any 
further questions, 

please contact Rev. Kate 
Mackereth Fulton directly 
at (301) 933-7933 ex. 103 
or kfulton@stpaulsk.org

Vacation Bible School
June 18-21  *  9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  *  St. Paul's UMC

St. Paul's popular Vacation Bible School program will be back this summer!  Applications 
are available online and in the church office; registration closes Monday, April 15 or when 
all slots are filled.  Please register early and note that we cannot take new campers at the 
door.  Campers age 3 through those entering Grade 5 will enjoy Bible stories, games, crafts, 
snacks, and fun during "Passport to Summer Fun: Travels through the Bible," June 18-21, 
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  Go to stpaulsk.org/community/vbs to read more about VBS at St. 
Paul's  and download the application forms!

Palm Sunday Children's Choir
Sunday, March 24, 31 & April 7  *  11:30 a.m.  *  Multipurpose Room

St. Paul's has organized a series of rehearsals for K-5th graders to prepare 
a Palm Sunday presentation.  The children will be learning two songs, one 
with the combined choirs and one on their own.  Rehearsals will be held 
right after Sunday School in the Multipurpose Room on March 24, 31, & 
April 7, leading up to Palm Sunday on April 14, when the group will sing 
during the 10:30 a.m. worship service. While rehearsals began in March, 
children who would like to join the group may still do so by coming to the 
remaining rehearsals.  Sign-up online at stpaulsk.org/community/children. 
Please contact Director of Christian Education Meg Baker at (301) 933-7933 
ex. 104 or mbaker@stpaulsk.org.

mailto:kfulton%40stpaulsk.org?subject=
http://stpaulsk.org/community/vbs
http://www.stpaulsk.org/community/children
mailto:mbaker%40stpaulsk.org?subject=
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Sunday School News
Making Disciples, One Child at a Time...
The children have been learning a lot about Lent this month, considering its 
symbols, its traditions, and its practices. During our chapel time, we reflect on 
things we can do to deepen our faith and to prepare our hearts for the joy of 
Easter.  Over this Lenten journey, the children are exploring the accounts of 
Jesus' temptation in the wilderness, God's promises to Abram, and the parables 
of the fig tree and the prodigal son.  As Holy Week approaches, we will turn 
our attention to Jesus' anointing in Bethany, his triumphal entry into Jerusalem, 
and the Easter surprise of the empty tomb.  No doubt the middle and senior 
high Sunday School classes are observing Lenten practices as well.  We have an 
amazing team of 40+ teachers leading Sunday School classes at St. Paul's, and 
we are so grateful for the time, energy, and heart they invest in the youngest 
disciples in our midst.

Dates to Remember
March 24 – Children's Sunday
Children age 2 through grade 5 begin in the sanctuary for the10:30 a.m. worship 
service and transition to their Sunday School classrooms following the Young 
People's Message.

April 7 – Youth First Sunday
Youth in grades 6 through 12 attend the 10:30 a.m. worship service. 

April 14 – Palm Sunday & Children's Sunday
Children age 2 through grade 5 begin in the sanctuary for the10:30 a.m. worship 
service and transition to their Sunday School classrooms following the Young 
People's Message.

April 21 – Easter Sunday!
No Sunday School.  All children will be in worship on Easter Sunday.

2019 Educational Award
St. Paul's, through its Council on Youth Ministries, will once again provide an 
Educational Award to one or more graduating High School Seniors who plan 
to attend college, university, or some other type of post-secondary education.   
Each applicant will be considered based on several criteria, including financial 
need, academics, affiliation with and service to St. Paul's, and personal 
statements.  The application deadline for St. Paul's 2019 Educational Award is 
Sunday, May 19.  Forms will be mailed to seniors and posted on the church's 
website at  stpaulsk.org/community/youth.  Award recipients will be notified 
in late May.

For more information about Sunday School or the children's ministry at St. Paul's, please contact our Director of Christian 
Education, Meg Baker at mbaker@stpaulk.org or (301) 933-7933.

http://stpaulsk.org/community/youth
mailto:mbaker%40stpaulk.org?subject=
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United Methodist Men
Yard Sale
The Spring Yard Sale is coming up soon!  Receiving day will be Thursday, March 28, and the 
Sale will be Friday, March 29 & Saturday, March 30.  Please start gathering your treasures for 
donation!  We need LOTS of help to make these sales a success -- please sign-up to help in the 
church office!

Pancake Breakfast
Pancakes, Sausage, Ham, Bacon, Fruit, Coffee, Tea!  Come to the Pancake Breakfast!  Our 
Saturday, April 6 breakfast will benefit the West River United Methodist Center, that 
glorious retreat and gathering facility near the Chesapeake Bay.  Please join us, and consider 
volunteering as a way to have some fun and support this worthy causes.  We start serving at 
8:00 a.m. in Heavener Hall.

Men's Supper & Meeting
Our next Men's Supper will be at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, April 3, and will feature a travel 
slide show presentation, "Hidden Gems of the British Isles,"  by Jim Heins.  We look forward 
to seeing you there for Continental subs, pizza, and cake from Jenny's.

Partnering with Groups at St. Paul's
The UMM always needs help at our Yard Sale.  We are interested in partnering with groups at St. Paul's that might 
take on a particular responsibility at a sale – staffing specific time slots, helping set up for sales, cleaning up at the end 
of sales, etc.  We can offer a great environment for volunteering, a fun experience, AND financial support for your 
ministry!  We will be reaching out to groups in the church, and invite you to contact us!  If you're interested, please call 
Steve Lillie at (240) 475-3271.

2x4's Ministry
2x4's Book Club

Readers in the (roughly) 20s-to-40s age range: The 2x4's Book Club will read The Hate U 
Give by Angie Thomas for our meeting on Monday, April 15.  The story follows sixteen-
year-old Starr Carter as she moves between two worlds: the poor neighborhood where she 
lives and the fancy suburban prep school she attends. The uneasy balance is shattered when 
her childhood best friend Khalil dies in a police shooting, leaving Starr the only witness in a  
headline-grabbing case that could upend her community and endanger her life.  In 2018, 20th 
Century Fox released a movie of the same title based on the book.  The Book Club meeting will 
be at the King home from 7:30-9:00 p.m.  Please contact Rachel King at reking30@gmail.com 
for the address and other details!

2x4's Lunch
The 2x4's will not be having a lunch in April – there's no shortage of Easter activities to keep us all busy.  Look forward 
to May when you can take your Sunday afternoon siesta after the 2x4's Cinco de Mayo fiesta.  Plan to come celebrate 
with your St. Paul's 2x4 friends at the home of Pat & Lesley Maloney on Sunday, May 5.  Pat and Lesley will provide 
taco meat and queso, but attendees will provide the rest.  Look for a sign-up link in the bulletins and Weekly News 
emails next month to sign up for what taco fixing or Mexican-themed dish you’d like to bring.  We look forward to 
celebrating with you!

mailto:reking30%40gmail.com?subject=
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SPY News
Updates for April 
April 7:

April 14:

April 21:

April 28:

St. Paul's 
Youth

Easter Sunrise Service
Sunday, April 21  *  7:30 a.m.

The youth program is in charge 
of the Easter Sunrise Service 
here at St. Paul's!  We've got some 
interesting plans in the works, so 
if you are able to participate in 
any way, contact Micah Smartt 
at msmartt@stpaulsk.org or 
(301) 933-7933 ex. 111.

Summer Sign-Ups
Available Online Now!

Sign-ups for Summer Trips - Borderlands & 
Wilderness Trail - are now available online!  
Keep an eye out for the sign-ups, or put your 
name on our interest forms on our website 
for early access 
to our online 
sign-ups.

Middle High
Sundays

@ 4:30-6:00 p.m.

All Youth 
Welcome!

Come Join Us!

No Youth - Micah out of town for his brother's wedding

Game Night - Bring your favorite board or card game to play, or 
just come and play one of the several options we'll have here!

No Youth - Easter Sunday!  Enjoy the time with your family!

Normal Youth Programming

Senior High
Sundays

@ 6:30-8:30 p.m.

Middle High SPY Retreat

West River Retreat Center
March 2019

mailto:msmartt%40stpaulsk.org?subject=
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More SPY News
Confirmation Class 2019

The five-month journey to Confirmation is well underway for the seventeen members of St. Paul's Confirmation Class 
of 2019.  These Confirmands have received passports to help them track their progress through different aspects of 
church membership vows: "to faithfully participate in its ministries by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, 
and our witness."  Upon completing each task, the confirmand receives a stamp in their passport from one of the 
Confirmation team leaders.  Confirmands are paired with a prayer partner each week and, together, they share their 
joys and concerns, committing to pray for each other throughout the coming week.  The youth take turns preparing 
and leading a prayer to open and close each class session as well.  A number of confirmands were able to participate 
in a Communion Bread baking afternoon, led by Debra McCurry and Lara Morford.  The bread they made was 
consecrated and celebrated in worship on Sunday, March 3.  Please be in prayer for these young people as they dig 
deep into the faith and explore what it means to be a Christian.  Prayers for their parents, mentors, and teachers would 
be appreciated as well, and that a Spirit-led journey will be had by all.

Senior High SPY Retreat



14   EPISTLE  |  MARCH & APRIL  2019

Adult Education

Lectionary Bible Study
Tuesdays  *  10:45 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.  

Join members of the 
St. Paul's clergy and 
staff for Bible Study 
in the Library on 
Tuesday mornings 
from 10:45 a.m. - 11:45 
a.m.  This weekly 

session takes a deep dive into the Scripture passage that 
will appear in Sunday's lectionary.  There is no registration 
or fee required and no additional reading or homework is 
involved.  You may come each week or as your schedule 
allows – visitors are always welcome, too!

Biblical Archaeology Forum
Wednesday, April 3  *  8:00 p.m.  *  Bender Jewish Community Center Social Hall

The St. Paul's Adult Education Committee encourages our members 
to take advantage of ongoing educational opportunities provided 
through the Biblical Archaeology Forum.  This local community 
group's monthly lectures bring together leading Bible scholars and 
archaeologists to enlighten us in our understanding of the biblical texts 
and the biblical world.

World’s First Computer, Recovered from the Antikythera Shipwreck 
lecture will be presented by Daryn Lehoux, Professor of Classics at 
Queen's University in Ontario, Canada, on Wednesday, April 3 at Bender JCC at 8:00 p.m.

The Antikythera mechanism is one of the most remarkable technological devices from the pre-modern era.  The 
instrument is believed to have been designed and constructed by Greek scientists; famed astronomer Hipparchus 
of Rhodes (190-120 BCE) may have been consulted in the machine's construction.  The shipwreck dates to circa 65 
BCE, and was discovered in 1901 off the southwestern Greek island of Antikythera.  The device was little studied and 
little understood until much later in the twentieth and even into the twenty-first century when its most important 
secrets began to be unveiled by advanced imaging techniques.  This lecture looks at the remarkable technological and 
astronomical knowledge embedded in the ancient machine, and the remarkable technological efforts that it took to 
uncover them in the modern era.

Admission is $10 for the general public, and free for high school students.  For more information, please go to 
benderjccgw.org/adults/biblical-archaeology-forum/.

St. Paul's Supper & Study classes are well underway, with more than 80 participants in four classes on Tuesday 
evenings.  The Adult Education Committee is cooking up some post-Easter and summer educational opportunities. 
Stay tuned for more information!

Taste & Sing
Tuesday, April 16  *  12:00 p.m.  *  Octagon  

This monthly time to enjoy music, 
prayer, and lunch opens with an 
opportunity to share a few of 
our favorite hymns then moves 
into a short program focusing 
on a composer or lyricist.  Come join us for this time 
of fellowship on Tuesday, April 16, when Rev. Kate 
Mackereth Fulton, Meg Baker, & Erin Steele will be 
leading us in the Octagon at 12:00 noon. (No musical 
experience needed!) Stay for a tasty lunch provided by 
Ginny Hagberg. There is no registration and no cost 
to attend, although donations for lunch are welcome. 

For more information about the adult educational opportunities available at St. Paul's, please contact our Director of 
Christian Education, Meg Baker at mbaker@stpaulk.org or (301) 933-7933.

http://benderjccgw.org/adults/biblical-archaeology-forum/
mailto:mbaker%40stpaulk.org?subject=
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Family Feature
'Tis the Season...
…of Lent that is! Starting Wednesday, March 6, the 
church began the season of Lent in which we as 
Christians seek to realign our lives toward God.  This 
40 day period of reflection and repentance begins on 
Ash Wednesday and continues until Easter Sunday.  
We often give up things that are meaningful to us, 
or take on something new, to help us stay focused.  
The season is a special time for meditation, prayer, 
and fasting. Observing these practices helps us to 
remember our personal shortcomings, recall all that 
God has done for us, and resolve to follow Christ 
more closely. 

If this is beginning to sound too "serious," try thinking 
of it as a time of opportunity instead – a chance to 
draw near to the giver of life.  Just as Advent is a time 
of waiting and preparation for the birth of Christ, Lent 
is a time of waiting and preparation for his sacrifice 
and resurrection.  Living into the Lenten journey 
helps us experience the joy of Easter more fully.

The Story of the Pretzel
Pretzels are not mentioned in the Bible and neither is Lent, but as traditions they go back a long time.  Within the 
Christian Church, pretzels were regarded as having religious significance.  The shape of the pretzel is believed to 
represent arms crossed in prayer because, in the early church, people crossed their arms across their chest for prayer.  
Lent is a time of fasting – giving something up for forty days – as well as of prayer.  Since pretzels are made from flour 
and water, they have been popular Lenten fasting food for years. 

Ingredients
1 tbsp. yeast
1/2 c. warm water
1 tsp. honey
11/3 c. flour
1 tsp. salt

Utensils
Oven
Small & Medium-size Bowls
Mixing Spoon
Cutting Board, sprinkled with flour
Baking Sheet, sprayed with nonstick spray
Measuring Cups & Spoons

Directions
Preheat the oven to 325.  Put the yeast in a small bowl with the water and honey.  Stir a little, then let the mixture sit 
for 5 minutes.  Mix the flour and salt together in a medium-size bowl.  After the 5 minutes is up, check on the yeast 
mixture.  It should be bigger than before and a little bubbly.  Add this mixture to the flour and salt mixture.  Stir ev-
erything together.  Use a spoon to start.  Finish with your hands.  The dough is ready when it's still a little crumbly and 
flaky.  Put the dough on the cutting board and knead it like you are playing with clay.  Knead it into one big ball.  Break 
off a piece of dough that's about the size of a big gumball or superball.  Use your hands to roll it into a skinny snake.  
Twist the snake into a medium-size pretzel shape, and put it on the cookie sheet.  Do this with all the dough, making 
12 pretzels.  Bake your pretzels for 10 minutes.  Let them cool and take a bite!

Season of Lent Word Search
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Friendship Club
A spring-like weather in March drew more than 50 Friends and guests to the club's 

monthly meeting, which featured community singing led by Jon Melegrito, door 
prizes, a birthday celebration for all those born in March, a sumptuous lunch and an 

hour-long interactive show that was both educational and entertaining.  This time, 
performer, scholar and award-winning actress Mary Ann Jung made history 
come alive with her amazing portrait of Rosie the Riveter.  She was assisted by 
Jim Smith (playing the role of Walter Pidgeon),  Michael D'Andrea as President 
Franklin Roosevelt, and Evelyn Schwartz as First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt.  

Friendship Club President Erma McWilliams asked for prayers for Friends who 
are struggling with health issues: Claire Kordella and Sue Roberts are in rehab at 

Carriage Hill; Gil Clark is at home recovering after back surgery.  

Jerry Watkins reported that plans are underway for the annual luncheon trip in June to the Bavarian Inn in 
Shepherdstown, West Virginia.  Reservations must be made by Thursday, May 30, and the price per person is $51.  
Bea Bess also extended an invitation to join her in a 5-day trip to Niagara Falls from September 16-20, 2019.  Those 
interested may call Erma McWilliams at (301) 774-2742.  

Friends welcomed new visitors Feng & Jing, Eleanor Little, Nabil Makar, Marius Henry,  Darrel Poloway, Mehreen 
Shirazi, and Sallie Woodward.  Program Director Sheila Clark announced that the April 9 meeting will feature 
entertainer Frank Plummer and family.

Next Meeting:
Tuesday, April 9

11:30 a.m. in Heavener Hall

All older adults are invited to join 
us in our efforts to make our 
"Golden Years" among the 

most beautiful of all!

Friends celebrated the birthdays of Clifford Duthinh, 
Aminah Kwatampora, William Larson, Evelyn Schwartz, 

Connie Kadala, Jim Smith & Sallie Woodward.

Mary Ann Jung portrays Rosie the Riveter, with Jim 
Smith playing the role of Walter Pidgeon.

Food With Friends
Want to get to meet and get to know better others who are sitting with you 
at St. Paul's UMC Kensington services?  How about at dinner?  In May the 
Food With Friends dinner sharing group ends its year of dinners with a large 
group gathering, Open to All.  At this dinner we gather information from 
those who want to be part of the next year's rotation during September 
2019 to May 2020.  More information will be provided so watch the 
bulletin and weekly email.  If you have any questions, give Beth Hitchcock 
a call at (301) 871-5055 or email her at jhitch7@verizon.net.  We'll be happy 
for you to join us!

mailto:jhitch7%40verizon.net?subject=
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Bits of History
By: Jack Lipscomb, History Committee

A Close Encounter of the Methodist Kind
This story is taken from book published 
in 2018, Conversations with Will D. 
Campbell, edited by Tom Royals. 

Will D. Campbell was Baptist preacher 
from Mississippi. He died in 2013, and 
former President Jimmy Carter said 
of him, "Brother Will made his own 
indelible mark as a minister and social 
activist in service to marginalized 
people of every race, creed and calling." 
 

From an early age, he knew that he 
wanted to be a "preacher boy."  He 
had been ordained in a Baptist church 
in Mississippi at the age of 17.  He 
earned a BA degree from Wake Forest in 

English, spent a year at Tulane University for more study before being accepted 
at Yale Divinity School.  In an interview with Tom Royals and Robert Evans 
in 2009, he described the Methodist encounter. 

In answer to a question from Royals about what he did after Yale, Will 
responded:  "My best buddy then was a Methodist boy from Texas who was 
an Episcopalian.  Back then at Yale we studied the prayer book and chose a 
denominational route.  I took the Methodist route and went down to New York.  
We took a little exam and then we were supposed to march in and sit down on 
the front row in this church in New York and the bishop would come out and 
put his hand on our head and preach the sermon.  He declared us as deacons 
or elders in the Methodist system and I would be a Methodist deacon." 

To a follow-up question he responded, "There were, I think a dozen of us and 
we were marching in and the teacher said the last one in close the door and 
stay inside.  Well, I was the last one in, but I closed it to the inside and I got on a 
train and went back to New Haven."  

He continued, "By then, I had gotten a call from a church in Louisiana, just 
interest.  I wasn't positive that I wanted to be a Methodist preacher.  There was 
something about being a Baptist."

He got a call from a church in Louisiana, and agreed to a trial sermon.  After the 
sermon, they called him.  He concluded, "I graduated from Yale Divinity School, 
went to Taylor, Louisiana, in Bienville Parish, and all of a sudden I was a Baptist 
preacher."

For more information about this article or the St. Paul's History Committee, 
please contact Jack Lipscomb at jplipscomb@verizon.net or (301) 774-2761.

The sale price for St. Paul's History 
Book, The Spirit of Methodism in 

Kensington, is now $10!
 

Please contact Jack Lipscomb at  
jplipscomb@verizon.net or call 
(301) 774-2761 to purchase your 

own copy of the history book!

mailto:jplipscomb%40verizon.net?subject=
mailto:jplipscomb%40verizon.net?subject=
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Pie with the Pastors
Saturday, April 6  *  10:00 a.m.  *  Room 109

Thinking about becoming a member or just want to learn more about the St. Paul's 
community? Pie with the Pastors is usually offered the first weekend of each month. Our 
next chance for pie and conversation is on Saturday, April 6. Please RSVP to the church 
office at (301) 933-7933 or stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org and plan to join Rev. Adam Snell 
and Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton at 10:00 a.m. in Room 109 for homemade pie and 
relaxing conversation about the Christian faith and this church we call home.  Childcare is 
available upon request.  We hope you'll join us!

Epistle Articles & Submissions
If you have an upcoming St. Paul's-related event and want to let church members and friends know about it with an 
announcement in the Sunday bulletin, please email Erin Steele in the church office at stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org. 

All bulletin announcements must be received by 12:00 noon on Wednesday. The 
suggested length is 75 words and should include date, time, and contact information. 

If you have an article to go in the monthly Epistle Newsletter, please help us by submitting 
Epistle items to Erin Steele at stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org no later than the 15th of the 
month.  Please send Epistle content as a Word doc attachment with "Epistle Item" in the 
subject line.  Each article should be about 250 words or less.  Paper submissions may be 
placed in the yellow "Epistle" folder on the desk in the main office.  Please note that Epistle 
articles are not automatically included in the bulletin announcements, or vice versa, so be 
sure to submit items separately if you want them to appear in both places.  Thanks for staying 
connected to all that St. Paul's has to offer!

Hunger Ministry
Communion Collect: Sunday, April 7  *  Food Distribution & Meal: Monday, April 7

We feed our neighbors across the 20895 ZIP code who have trouble making ends meet.  
Communion Collect happens the first Sunday of the month, year-round.  Donations can be 
placed in the bins in the Narthex any time – we always need cold and hot cereals plus any 
items listed on the shopping lists found on the table by the bins, and financial contributions 
are welcome as well.  On Communion Sunday, April 7, volunteers will sort food following 
worship.  Then families at risk of hunger will visit Heavener Hall at 7:30 p.m. the following 
evening, Monday, April 8, for a hot meal and food distribution night.  To volunteer, please 
contact Jean Langbein at jeanlangbein@gmail.com.

Follow St. Paul's on 
Facebook

@stpaulskensington

Follow St. Paul's on 
Instagram
@stpaulsk

mailto:jeanlangbein%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.instagram.com/stpaulsk/
https://www.facebook.com/stpaulskensington/
https://www.facebook.com/stpaulskensington/
https://www.instagram.com/stpaulsk/
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April 2019 Calendar
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1  
No church activities 
scheduled 

2  
10am Prayer Lift 
10:45am Bible Study 
6:15pm Supper & Study 
Meal 
7pm Supper & Study 
Classes 

3  
10:30am Martha Circle 
6:30pm UMM Dinner 
6:45pm Joyful Ringers! 
7pm Still Wednesday 
7:30pm Lydia Circle 

4  
7:30pm Sanctuary 
Choir 

5  
6:30pm 
Confirmation Class 

6  
8am Pancake 
Breakfast 
10am Pie with the 
Pastors 

7  
9am Worship & Communion 
9am & 10:30am Nursery 
9:30am Sanctuary Choir 
10:30am Children’s Chapel & 
Sunday School 
10:30am Worship & Communion 
11:45am Children’s Palm Sunday 
Choir Rehearsal 
11:45am Food Sorting  

8  
10:30am Staff 
Meeting 
6:45pm Food 
Distribution 
Volunteers Arrive  
7pm Yarn Ministry 

9  
10am Prayer Lift 
10:45am Bible Study 
11:30am Friendship 
Club 
6:15pm Supper & Study 
Meal 
7pm Supper & Study 
Classes 

10  
6:45pm Joyful Ringers! 
7pm Still Wednesday  

11  
7:30pm Sanctuary 
Choir 

12  
6:30pm 
Confirmation Class 

13  
No church activities 
scheduled 

14 Palm Sunday 
9am Worship & Communion 
9am & 10:30am Nursery 
9:30am Children’s Palm Sunday 
Choir 
9:30am Sanctuary Choir  
9:30am Youth Choir  
10:30am Worship  
10:45am Children’s Sunday School 
4:30pm Middle High SPY 
6:30pm Senior High SPY 

15  
No church activities 
scheduled 

16  
10am Prayer Lift 
10:45am Bible Study 
12pm Taste & Sing 
6:15pm Supper & Study 
Meal 
7pm Supper & Study 
Classes 

17  
6:45pm Joyful Ringers! 
7pm Still Wednesday 

18  
7:30pm Maundy 
Thursday Worship 
Service with 
Sanctuary Choir 

19  
7:30pm Good 
Friday Worship 
Service 

20  
9:30am Easter 
Eggstravaganza 

21 Easter Sunday 
7:30am First Worship Service fo 
Easter in the Garden 
9am Easter Worship 
9am & 10:30am Nursery 
9:30am Sanctuary Choir 
10:30am Easter Worship with 
Communion 

22  
Easter Monday, 
Church Closed 

23  
10am Prayer Lift 
10:45am Bible Study 
7pm Journey Group 
 

24  
6:45pm Joyful Ringers! 
7pm Still Wednesday 
7pm J&C Meeting 

25  
7:30pm Sanctuary 
Choir 

26  
6:30pm 
Confirmation Class 

27  
No church activities 
scheduled. 

28  
9am Worship & Communion 
9am Joyful Ringers! 
9am & 10:30am Nursery 
9:30am Sanctuary Choir 
10:30am Children’s Chapel & 
Sunday School 
10:30am Worship 
4:30pm Middle High SPY 
6pm Youth Choir 
6:30pm Senior High SPY 

29  
7pm Stephen 
Ministers Meeting 
7pm Yarn Ministry 

30  
10am Prayer Lift 
10:45am Bible Study 
7pm Journey Group 
 

 

 
Looking to promote an upcoming activity or opportunity at St. Paul's?  Do you have photos you would like to share of a 
recent event?  Submit it to the church office by the 15th of the month to be published in the next edition of the Epistle.  
Text should be about 250 words.  Please contact our office administrator, Erin Steele at stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org or 

call (301) 933-7933 if you have any questions.

Please note, since schedule changes may occur after this calendar 
is published, please contact the leader of your group or the church 
office if you have questions about a particular event or activity.  
This calendars reflects only church-related activities. Community 
organizations that use the building (such as Scouts, yoga, 
Brookewood School, or 12-step recovery groups) are not included 
in these documents.
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Epistle
     Options
EMAIL (color)
Send an email to  
stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org

DOWNLOAD (color)
Go to the St. Paul's website 
www.stpaulsk.org and 
download a PDF version

MAIL (B+W)
Please contact the church 
office and make a request

PICK UP (B+W)
Copies of the current 
Epistle are available in the 
Narthex and church office

March & April 2019

Worship 
     Schedule
SUNDAY 9:00 A.M.
Worship with Communion in the 
Sanctuary. Nursery Care available.

SUNDAY 10:30 A.M.
Worship in the Sanctuary. Sunday 
School & Nursery Care available.

WEDNESDAY 7:00 P.M.
Still Wednesday Worship.
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