
Letter from the Senior Pastor
Beloved, 
 

As I scrolled through the newsfeed of my Facebook page recently I found it difficult to find any
news which did not evoke an anxious response. I searched for those places of celebration and joy,
good news of any sort, something that would stem the rising tide of grief that threatened to
overwhelm my very soul. 
 

It was in this searching that it was ever so clear that life really has no respect for our current
situation. You would think that we were dealing with enough, yet life continues to spill out all
over itself, staining the fabric of our consciousness in such a way that can be truly exhausting. 
 

We cannot unsee or unhear what has been most disturbing. We cannot erase from our minds
images that cause more pain than we can bear. Whether it be the rising number of COVID19
fatalities, the reports of human  brutality, the barrage of insanity masquerading as conversation,
it makes no difference... it is an assault against the psyche, a wearing away of our very souls.
 

Yet we cannot ignore the persistent cry forcing its way to our consciousness - the cry of lament.
We cannot ignore it, we want to not hear it, but until we allow ourselves to hear and sit with the
lament we cannot be healed. 
 

A lament is the sound of mourning. Until we acknowledge that we are in mourning - mourning the
loss of human decency, mourning the loss of human dignity, mourning the loss of what has been
safe and secure - until we acknowledge our grief we cannot move toward healing. 
 

We have grown up as a society where our men are taught that “big boys don’t cry” and the tears of
our women are misinterpreted as weakness. We have learned to sit on our mourning, to stifle its
existence, to put on the brave face and keep soldiering on.
 

But God longs to hear our cries, God waits ready to meet us in our grief, but we continue to deny
God access because we can handle this, we are better than this, we are stronger than this... and
we resist the opportunity to mourn. 
 

In the third verse of Psalm 42 we hear the lament,
 My tears have been my food day and night,

while people say to me all day long, “Where is your God?”
 

The psalmist wrestles with his pain and God’s place within the pain. There is the transparency of
a deep hurt revealed, opening the way for God to heal. 
 

Beloved, we can no longer pretend all is well. We cannot pretend things are all right. We need to
cry out from the pain which we have held onto for far too long. Then and only then will God be
granted permission to enter the sacred spaces of our hurt, and heal us, and heal our land.
 

~Pastor Pat
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Dear friends,
 

The babies have flown the coop!
 

Our foster family of kittens was returned to the rescue today, four weeks older and
two and a half times as big as when they arrived.  It’s hard to believe the matted, tiny
messes I brought home are actually the same animals as the flock of rambunctious,
potbellied young cats I have been trying (and failing) to work amidist in my office-
cum-nursery the past week or so.  Despite momentary tears on all sides, however, I
was grateful to see them go.  
 

You see, in fostering, “Goodbye is the goal” – to nurture and socialize young, scared
strays into healthy, happy animals who can then be adopted into “forever homes”
with other loving families.  Many shelters without access to a foster network or donor
resources are forced to euthanize kittens as young as the ones we took in, simply for
want of someone to dedicate the time to feed, weigh, monitor and care for them
during those labor-intensive first months of life.  So to see them leave, headed for
homes of their own (after spaying and neutering so they won’t be making more
kittens!) is a beautiful victory all its own.
 

As you know, I don’t have children, and likely never will – but if I am sitting here
holding back tears of pride for babies of another species I only knew for a short time, I
can only imagine the intense emotion the families of our high school graduates must
be feeling at the milestone their children have achieved, only to have that well-
deserved celebration taken from them by circumstances beyond their control.
Parents, graduates, it’s okay to grieve what has been lost.
 

I hope, though, that once you’ve had that good cry and yelled all the curse words into
your pillow, that you are able to feel the joy and pride of getting to this big
“goodbye.” Who knows what the future holds for all of us?  I have no clue, but I do
know that if our graduates are any indication, the future is in very, very capable
hands.
 

Congratulations to you all, Class of 2020!
 

Peace,
Pastor Kate
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Lectionary
June 7
2 Corinthians 13:11-13 
Matthew 28:16-20
Preaching: Rev. Dr. Pat Allen
 

June 14
Genesis 18:1-15, 21:1-7
Preaching: Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton
 

June 21
Genesis 21:8-21
Matthew 10:24-39
Preaching: Rev. Dr. Pat Allen
 

June 28
Genesis 22:1-14
Matthew 10:40-42
Preaching: Rev. Dr. Pat Allen



granddaughter of Diane Kaufman
Alice Ruby Barber

Ms. Susie Propes
3301 S. Leisure World Blvd.
Apt. #2E
Silver Spring, MD 20906
 
Mrs. Becky Little
Oak Park Arms
408 S. Oak Park Ave., #311
Oak Park IL 60302
 

Congratulations to these 21 high school seniors from St. Paul's for going the distance, despite the challenges of these past
few months. Under normal circumstances, St. Paul's would celebrate these graduates and our educational award recipients
during one of our 10:30 worship services. We hope that we will be able to recognize these young people in person down the
road, but acknowledge that this would depend upon containment of the current health crisis. In the meantime, St. Paul's
leaders are planning a virtual recognition as part of the Worship-at-Home service on June 7, 2020. The people of St. Paul's
salute these fine young people who persevered under such extraordinarily difficult circumstances. Congratulations, and best
wishes for the journey ahead! 

The work of preparing to re-enter our space and life as a congregation cannot be
completed by one person. Therefore we have created the Re-Entering Well Team
of St. Paul’s Kensington to guide us in that work. The team members are Phil
Rush, Steve Lillie, Laura Tribble, Nathan Bazawada, Dr. Hal Frazier, Marge Higgins,
Tracey Furman, Erin Steele, Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton, and Rev. Dr. Pat Allen. 
 

The work of this team will be to create the path and timeline in accordance with
guidance from our episcopal leader Bishop Easterling and government officials,
and input from the ministries of the church, that we might re-enter St. Paul’s
Kensington well. 
 

Re-entering well is not synonymous with re-entering quickly, as we are
committed to entering in a way that minimizes risk and preserves safety for all. 

Special flowers graced the
altar during the month of
December to celebrate the
birth of 

Mrs. Dorothea Depenbrock
6602 Greyswood Road
Larmax Home
North Bethesda MD 20817
 
Ms. Mary McCausland
4223 Colchester Drive
Kensington MD 20895
 
Mrs. Esther McCraw
122 Bittersweet Hill
Hinesburg, VT 05461 Stephen Kraft

Sympathy
We extend our deepest
sympathies to those who
lost loved ones during May:

Congregational Care
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Clarence Waldroff
following the death of his sister

Bernice Scharneck

Susan Rudolph
following her death

Send a Card or Note
The following St. Paul's friends would
appreciate your thoughts and
expressions of care...

The loved ones of

following the death of his father,
George Durham Kraft

son of John & Kelly
Petch

Joy
We rejoice 

at the birth of

Ethan Joseph Petch

Re-Entering Well: 
A Message from Pastor Pat

Marybelle Waldroff
following the death of her sister,

Delores Davison

Congratulations, Seniors!

Brianna Barnes
Matthew Bauer
Aaron Bazawada
Elias Chen 
Shannon Engel 
Carlos Falcon 
Emily Fox

Holly Heaton
Kate Holland
Johana Marroquin
Jack Martin
Isabelle Mitchell 
Caroline Mollenauer
Julia Nelson 

Megan O’Reilly
Ellie Quinn 
Bianca Scarano 
Chase Seabreeze
Geneva Smith 
Bronwyn Weikert
Ethan Wilson

Class of 
2020



If you have a prayer request, please visit stpaulsk.org/community/prayer-
requests then click to be taken to our secure form. You have the option to
share your request with the Prayer Lift Team, or to share your request
confidentially with only the pastors.
 

While we cannot gather in our Chapel in person, our Prayer Lift team has
transformed into an opportunity to pray together over the phone… over the
Prayerwaves (prayer airwaves, get it?). Prayerwaves is held at 9:45 a.m. on
Tuesdays. To join the Prayerwaves session, phone into this conference-call
number: 425-436-6326. When a voice asks for the “access code," type in
774042, then press #. After a short scripture or reflection, we will be in prayer
starting with the prayers submitted through the Prayer Request Form. 

Prayer Requests and Prayerwaves

June 7: Celebration of Graduates, Educational Award Recipients, Love Feast, with special music
by James Woods and Friends.
 
June 14: Bluegrass Sunday 2.0
 
June 21: A Celebration of Fathers, and Taize Experience
 
June 28: A Prayer and Praise Service (stay tuned for how to connect in real time)
 
Come, let us worship together! Every Sunday morning at 11:00 a.m., you'll find a fresh Worship-
at-Home video available at stpaulsk.org/worship/worship-at-home and on Facebook
www.facebook.com/stpaulskensington/

Daily Breath
Mondays  •  Wednesdays  •  Fridays
9:00 a.m.
 

Start your day right with a live message from one of the St. Paul's leaders. You might
hear thoughts from Pastor Kate or Pastor Pat, Youth Pastor Mr. Micah Smartt, Director of
Christian Education Dr. Meg Baker, or another guest speaker. The video remains
available for viewing after the live session closes. You don't even need to have a
Facebook account. Go to www.facebook.com/stpaulskensington/ then watch, listen, and
take a breath.

Worship and Prayer
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Summer Worship

Pastoral Care

As we enter this summer season, we invite you to join us as we engage in our summer worship experiences. We continue
to explore ways in which we can encounter God. You will find that each month will in some way offer an opportunity  to
have an encounter with God. Here are some features to look forward to in June 2020:

You may wish to contact the pastors directly for pastoral care concerns. You can reach Rev. Dr. Patricia (Pat)
Allen, senior pastor, at pallen@stpaulsk.org or 410-963-8942, or Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton, associate pastor, at
kfulton@stpaulsk.org or 301-524-5196.



What has this moment led me to do?
What do I hear God inviting me to do?
What am I willing to commit to doing?
Who and what do I need to help me do this?

CENTER: Even in a designated space, distraction is possible. Centering allows you to focus on why you are entering the
space. Center through focused breathing, or prayer. Let your prayer be an invitation for God’s presence to guide you during
this worship time; this is not the moment to offer petitions of concern or praises.
 

MUSIC & SONG: You are invited to play or sing a song or hymn of your choice which inspires, uplifts, or comforts you. Music
also sets the atmosphere.
 

SCRIPTURE: Read a scripture slowly and intentionally, out loud. 
 

PAUSE: Pause and breathe.
 

REFLECT: Does anything in the scripture stand out? Is there anything you don’t understand? Write down your thoughts and
your questions. And if you’re gathering with others... discuss your thoughts and questions. Reflection may also include re-
reading the scripture in a different translation and reflecting on the differences or seeing if that helps with understanding.
 

PRAYER: This is the place to offer prayer concerns and prayers of thanksgiving.
 

CLOSING WITH GRACE: If you are doing this alone, capture how this time has made you feel. If as a group, share how this
time has made you feel.
 

REFLECT: No matter how you have entered your worship space, apply the following:

Close with a prayer and by taking time to breathe intentionally, similar to the way you entered the space.

This guide from Pastor Pat can help you create space both physically and spiritually to worship collectively, even while we
are apart. Visit http://stpaulsk.org/connection-during-covid19 for a downloadable *pdf version.

Sacred Spaces Beyond the Walls of St. Paul's
A Guide to Worship at Home
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Create or designate an intentional space
Even if your space normally has another
purpose, this is not a time for multi-tasking
while worshipping. If you can, add
something to the space that will only be
used when you worship (e.g. a lit candle).
You’ll also need a Bible and something for
taking notes, preferably the old fashioned
way - paper and pen - but whatever you
have, use it.

Designate a time for worship
Be realistic. It needs to be a time
you are least likely to be
interrupted. Don’t try to make
this the minutes before everyone
wakes up.

Engage individually or with
others
This can be your personal time of
worship, or you can invite others
in the house to join you, or
connect with others virtually.

And remember this is not about perfection... it’s about connection.

Getting Ready

Let Us Worship

“Abide in me as I abide in you.
Just as the branch cannot
bear fruit by itself unless it
abides in the vine, neither can
you unless you abide in me.” 
John 15:4 (NRSV)

Until we can gather again, visit stpaulsk.org/worship/worship-at-home for St.
Paul's worship. Additionally, the websites below provide access to Bible
translations or devotionals and prayers to aid your worship. You are
encouraged to select scriptures that speak to your heart and spirit. If you’re
looking for a place to start, try the Book of Psalms.

biblegateway.com  •  umcdiscipleship.org  
americanbible.org  •  odb.org  •  upperroom.org
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A handwritten card can be particularly meaningful,
especially in the current time of isolation. While we
cannot meet in person, Card Ministry coordinators
Deanna Hodgson, Judith Swan, and Sue Heidel are
now working to find new ways for the St. Paul's
community to send notes. 
 
The Congregational Care List (aka the "sick list") is
updated about once a week with information
from those who let our pastors know about illness,
loss, or life changes. If you would like to request a
copy of the list to spread some cheer by mail, please
contact Erin at stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org.
 
Cards for our card ministry are usually donated by
members and friends of St. Paul's. If you are able to
gather new, un-used cards and save them for us,
please do! Once we can find a way to safely collect
them, we will certainly use them. We are particularly
in need of Sympathy and Get Well cards, but we will
gratefully take all kinds.

St. Paul's is a church that strives to feed people in body, mind, and spirit. One Less Meal offers a way for members of our
community to feed and be fed. This is one way that we can come together while staying apart. 
 

If you would enjoy having one less meal to prepare, please sign up to receive a home-cooked meal. If you're working from
home while home-schooling children or managing their cooped-up lives, if you are challenged by rearranging your household
budget, if you just need a break... a home-cooked meal delivered by a St. Paul's friend may be just the right bright spot in your
week. You can find the link to the sign-up form on the St. Paul's website (http://stpaulsk.org/community/calendar-events).
 

If you like to cook and spread love from your kitchen, sign up to prepare and deliver a family-sized meal for St. Paul's friends.
You can choose to do this weekly, bi-weekly, occasionally, or just one time. Please contact Bill Butz at 240-205-0964 or
william.butz@icloud.com, and let us know you're interested or have questions.
 

Bill Butz will be matching cooks with receiving families on an ongoing basis.
 

We may not be able to all sit at the same table and share a meal together while we are in a time of physical distancing, but we
all share in the love of Christ and the warm connections of St. Paul's community.

Supporting One Another
One Less Meal

Cards for Caring



Members and friends of St. Paul's who give their general offering to St. Paul's
using check or cash may choose to receive customized paper offering
envelopes at no cost to you. These come from a printing service and arrive at
donors' homes, ready to use and pre-printed with our donors' name, address,
envelope number, and Sunday dates (although you can use them any time).
These customized paper envelopes might be useful to you if you wish to mail
cash or checks to St. Paul's. Alternatively, if you receive envelopes but shifted
to online giving and no longer need printed envelopes, please let us know.
This can help keep clutter out of your mailbox and, over time, save the church
a little money on printing and postage costs. Please email Erin Steele
(stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org) with your request.

Sunday, June 7 is the designated Peace with Justice Sunday in the United Methodist Church. Since we cannot gather and
provide the paper envelopes we would normally share as worship bulletin inserts, we created an online option at
stpaulsk.org/giving to donate securely to this Special Sunday. This special offering supports Peace with Justice ministries in
each annual conference through annual grants and is administered by each conference's Peace with Justice coordinator. 
 

Peace with Justice grants allow conferences to respond to needs in their communities: in Arizona, this takes the shape of a
United Methodist peace ministry to unite border communities; in Pennsylvania, students educate their communities about sex
trafficking; and in Liberia, people of the UMC are learning to fight human rights abuses. Locally, the Baltimore-Washington
Conference's "Seeding Hope Micro-Grant," administered by the BWC Peace with Justice program, funds UMC organizations
helping the most vulnerable during the COVID-19 crisis. (St. Paul's Hunger Ministry has applied for one of the mini-grants!)
 

One individual, or even one congregation, has limited resources to effect change worldwide, but when UMC congregations come
together to give connectionally, we can better pursue reconciliation and peace. Because of the Peace with Justice Sunday
offering, the people of the UMC are able to make a difference together by sowing seeds — and yielding fruit — of peace. 

Faithful Giving
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Offering Envelopes

One last note:  Due to the printers' production timetable and the challenges of working remotely during the COVID-19 period,
there may be a two-month (or more) delay between a request and a change in your envelope status. Thanks for your patience!

Thanks to our partners at the Town of Kensington and the
Nighthawks band - and YOU! The 40+ donors who
supported the May 17 food drive contributed around
1,200 pounds of food, 5 Safeway gift cards, and $602 for
our partners at Bethesda Help who've stepped in to
deliver groceries to families in our area. Unfortunately,
we are not able to hold a June food distribution or dinner
at St. Paul's, so we are mailing grocery store cards to the
families we serve. When we are up and running again, it
will likely be difficult to get all the pantry staples we need.
Please consider setting aside nonperishable items now,
as you’re able. The St. Paul's grocery "wish list" can be
found at stpaulsk.org/service/hunger-ministry. Financial
donations to help purchase store gift cards and food can
be made securely at stpaulsk.org/giving or for more
information, please contact Hunger Ministry co-
coordinator Kim Longsworth (301-580-8832;
kimberlylongsworth@gmail.com).

Hunger Ministry: Food Drive Thank You!



Virtual Gatherings
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Still Wednesday for Summer
Wednesdays  
June 3, 10, 17, 24
7:00-8:00 p.m.
 

Still Wednesday will meet in June to continue to provide a weekly
time of meditative worship and quiet prayer over Zoom. 
 
For July and August we will plan to take a small break with just one
session a month until we return for a new schedule in the fall. 
 
Email Kenzie Raulin at kenzier@rcn.com if you'd like to participate
and you'll receive an email invitation from the organizers with the link
to join the meeting.
 
Petals on pavement, Kenzie Raulin, 2018.

The Better Humans Book Club
June 24 • 7:00 pm
Micah Smartt will lead a discussion of The Devil's Highway by Luis Alberto Urrea. In 2001, a
group of men attempted to cross the Mexican border into the desert of southern Arizona,
through the deadliest region of the continent, the "Devil's Highway." Three years later, Luis
Alberto Urrea wrote about what happened to them. The result was a national bestseller, a
Pulitzer Prize finalist, a "book of the year" in multiple newspapers, and a work proclaimed
as a modern American classic. Email Pastor Kate (kfulton@stpaulsk.org) for information on
joining this Zoom discussion.
 
Drafting a Welcoming Statement
Representatives from church affinity groups and members of our Reconciliation Steering
Committee are meeting over Zoom to draft an inclusive Welcoming Statement. Once a
statement is drafted, the committee will share it on the church website and social media. All
congregants will have an opportunity to review and comment on the statement via a
Google form. The drafting committee will reconvene to review and incorporate comments
and submit the draft to the Church Council, which will submit the statement for a church-
wide vote in the coming months.

Although the schedule for General Conference is still uncertain, the Reconciling Steering Committee continues its work
soliciting, exploring, and reflecting all viewpoints to invite a deeper understanding of the Bible and a clearer vision of our
community.  Our "Come to the Table of Grace" series continues to explore opportunities for greater inclusion at St. Paul's and
prepare our congregation for a future vote on membership in Reconciling Ministries Network (RMN) and the adoption of a
new, more inclusive Welcoming Statement.

Come to the Table of Grace: 
A Way Forward Series
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Please consider joining one of our online studies now underway each week. All are no-prep, no-stress, and free-of-charge.
Participants may attend on a regular, occasional, or a drop-in basis. 
 

Each session is held through the Zoom meeting platform and is 40 minutes long. An "after session" is also available for
those who wish to go deeper. 
 

If you have never zoomed before, have no fear. Zoom makes it easy to participate online from your computer, by cell phone,
or using your home phone. For more information, or to receive a Zoom invite, please contact Meg Baker at
mbaker@stpaulsk.org or 301-933-7933, ext. 104.

Saturday Morning Study: 
"You’ll Get Through This" 
11:00 a.m.  •  Saturdays
In this study, we will be exploring a no-cost DVD-based study by Max Lucado entitled
You’ll Get Through This. Though these challenging times may bring a load of
uncertainty and fear that can feel too heavy to bear, God gives us this promise: we will
get through this. 

Tuesday Afternoon Bible Study
"Psalms: Prayers of the Heart"
4:00 p.m.  •  Tuesdays
This Bible study is traditional in nature and invites participants to discover together how
the Scripture passage speaks to us today. These weekly stand-alone sessions will be
guided by Eugene Peterson’s Psalms: Prayers of the Heart, which includes 12 weeks'
worth of independent study plans. 

Wednesday Afternoon Study
"The God We Can Know"
4:00 p.m.  •  Wednesdays
Participants first greet each other and pray together, then watch a video and spend the
remaining time reflecting on that session's topic. We are currently working our way
through Rob Fuquay’s The God We Can Know study series which explores the “I Am”
sayings of Jesus. 

Want to Start A New Group?
St. Paul's leaders would like to help organize
additional opportunities for congregants to
participate in virtual small group gatherings,
either by phone or online. Some people may want
to meet together just to be in community, others
may wish to focus on prayer or Bible study, and
still others may be interested in some sort of adult
study.  If you are interested in organizing your own
group and would appreciate some guidance, Meg
is ready to help. To find out more, please contact
Meg Baker at mbaker@stpaulsk.org or 301-933-
7933 ext. 104.

The Upper Room
The Upper Room is providing its May/June 2020 issue
of The Upper Room magazine for download at no
cost, plus four short prayer resources that address
specific needs. Visit the Upper Room
(www.upperroom.org/news/1155) 
to access these materials. A limited 
number of printed copies may be 
available through the St. Paul's 
office; contact Erin Steele at
stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org or 
301-933-7933 ext. 100 to find 
out more.

Adult Studies
Adult Christian Education
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Virtual Cookout Zoom Meeting  •  Wednesday • June 3  •  6:30 pm
 

The United Methodist Men will have our first virtual (Zoom) meeting. Normally, we would have our cookout this time of the
year, so grill up your own burgers or hot dogs and join everyone online. John Scheirer and Steve Lillie will team up to give a
presentation on cruising in Alaska. They’ll take you on virtual adventure that will be a nice break from the confines of your
home. To support a local restaurant, we’ll also have a drawing for a gift certificate to a local restaurant for those in
attendance. Please contact Phil Rush (phil_rush@hotmail.com) if you'd like to attend.

UMM, US Census, Weekly News
United Methodist Men

Pancakes for Shelters
 

St. Paul's United Methodist Men helped feed a women’s shelter in Rockville in early May. Using our experience with the
pancake breakfasts, we prepared approximately 200 pancakes to donate to the shelter. The men also contributed sausage
and fruit to treat the women to a couple days of breakfast.  We’ll hopefully resume our Community Pancake Breakfasts in
the fall, if circumstances allow. Please look in future editions of The Epistle, the Weekly News, and other notices regarding
future UMM activities, including the pancake breakfast!
 
Questions about St. Paul's UMM activities? Contact Phil Rush, president, at phil_rush@hotmail.com or 240-426-9907.

You can complete the US Census online, by phone, or by mail.
Visit 2020census.gov or telephone 844-330-2020 to begin!
 

The results of this once-a-decade count will determine the
number of seats each state has in the House of Representatives.
Results are also used to draw state legislative districts and
decision-makers at local and regional levels will use results to
determine where communities need new schools, new clinics,
new roads, and more services for older adults. It impacts how
funds are spent on school lunch programs, support for
firefighters, public transportation, and much more.

Completing your census form now by mail, phone, or online saves resources and protects public health by reducing the
number of census workers who have to go door to door ahead of the August 14 end date. Go to 2020census.gov to learn more!

Have You Filled Out the US Census?

Everyone can read the Weekly News. You don't even need to use email. Visit stpaulsk.org/community/epistle-weekly-news and look
for the line "Click HERE to read the Weekly News message." If you like the convenience of getting St. Paul's news in your in-box,
simply sign up. Once a week, you'll get a message with the upcoming Sunday scripture, a note from the senior pastor, and
announcements, plus an alert when the Epistle is ready. From stpaulsk.org/community/epistle-weekly-news, click where it says
"Click here to sign up for our weekly newsletter by email." Provide a name and email address, check a box, and click a button.
Done!  If you need assistance, email Erin Steele, administrator, at stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org and Erin can add you to the list.

The Weekly News



Excerpts from "New General Conference Dates Announced" by Heather Hahn, UM News, May 26, 2020 (www.umnews.org/en/news/new-general-
conference-dates-announced). Photo of the opening day of the special session of the 2019 General Conference by Kathleen Barry, UMNS.
 

Organizers have announced that the next General Conference will be Aug. 29-Sept. 7, 2021, in Minneapolis. However, the
organizers are still looking for ways to ensure delegates, even if they can’t meet in person, can participate online in what many
expect to be a historic legislative meeting. The United Methodist Church’s top legislative assembly — postponed from this May
by the COVID-19 pandemic — faces multiple proposals to resolve longtime debate around LGBTQ inclusion by splitting the
denomination along theological lines.
 

Planning the assembly comes with multiple moving parts that must align. These include securing visas, hotel space,
transportation, interpreters and a large-enough venue for a gathering set to draw 862 delegates and 66 bishops from four
continents as well as potentially thousands of others. General Conference, the only body authorized to speak for the church,
typically meets in late April or early May. The current proposed dates present challenges to students, teachers, professors and
parents who cannot take off the first two weeks of the school calendar. The commission said it voted to gather a group of
“creative thinkers, including young delegates, to explore the implications of options for accommodating full participation at
General Conference” including virtual voting.

Rev. Daniel Haskell was the first preacher appointed by the
Baltimore Methodist Episcopal Conference to serve as pastor
for a small group of Methodists who were meeting in Mr.
William Wheatley’s barn in what was then called Knowles
(incorporated as Kensington in 1894). Rev. Haskell was a circuit
preacher assigned to the Rock Creek Circuit and was appointed
in March 1884 to the Knowles Methodists. He encouraged the
group to build a church and worked hard to collect money for
the building. The Knowles church was dedicated as St. Paul’s
Methodist Episcopal Church in May 1886. 
 

Rev. Haskell would serve for two years at St. Paul’s before
moving on to other appointments within the conference. He
died in December 1922. He is buried in the Jessops UMC
Cemetery (photo at right), in Sparks, Maryland, along with his
wife Mary Bosley Haskell. 
 

This information is part of the short biography contained in St.
Paul’s History book.

Looking Back & Looking Ahead
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Bits of History: 
The Last Resting Place for St. Paul's First Pastor

For more information about St. Paul's, read our History Book, The Spirit of Methodism in Kensington, 1885-2007. Copies are
available; the price has been reduced to $5. For more information about this article or the St. Paul’s History Committee, please
contact Jack Lipscomb at jplipscomb@verizon.net or (301) 774-2761.

UMC General Conference Dates Announced



Getting Ready for Summer!
As June begins and online classes wind down, we'll be taking a break from our online youth ministry presence, just like
we would during any other summer break. Though we don't know what youth ministry at St. Paul's is going to look like

in the year to come yet, we do know we've all made some great memories over the past few years - 
enjoy these photos from some of our favorite events! 

St. Paul's Youth

www.stpaulsk.org12 • The Epistle • June 2020

SPY  i s  open  to all  f r i e nds  of  St .  Paul ' s  i n  grades  6 - 1 2 .



Dear families and friends of VBS Camp @ St. Paul’s UMC:
        While this announcement will come as no surprise, please know these words have been very difficult for us to craft. With
much sadness, we need to announce that VBS Camp has been canceled for the summer of 2020.
        For all of us, the start of summer is highlighted and "kicked off" by our camp and our time together with your children.
This year will be different. We will certainly miss the 120+ happy campers and their smiling faces; the 40 enthusiastic youth
helpers and the 30 or so hard-working adults who all come together to make our camp an annual adventure and truly
something special. 
        As we continue to socially distance and find new ways to be creative while staying safe and healthy during this unusual
time, our prayers are with all of you. Throughout the coming year, especially when our spirits and energy might be running
low, we will channel the wide-eyed enthusiasm and joyful effervescence of our young campers. 
        If you have already registered for camp this summer, we can process a refund for your $25/camper tuition over the next
several weeks. Alternatively, if you wish to donate your camp fee to the Hunger Ministry fund instead, please let us know by
emailing Laura Simpson at LPSimpson44@gmail.com.
        We love you, we will miss you, and most of all, we look forward to camp with you next summer!
                  Best wishes,
                 The VBS Team: Robin Mayhew,  Laura Simpson, and Athena Gaalswyk

Children’s Choir and Other
Interactive Opportunities
Children in Kindergarten through 5th Grade
will be invited to participate in virtual
children’s choir opportunities coming soon! 
We are also looking for people of all ages who
might be interested in playing a part in any
upcoming online children’s activities, such as
interactive skits/dramas, Young People’s
Messages, Kids’ Connection, and the like.

Children's Message
Preschoolers and elementary age children are invited to
view each week’s Children’s Message, which is often a
part of the morning worship experience at 11:00 AM at
http://stpaulsk.org/worship/worship-at-home.  On
Sundays when it is not a part of the worship service, it
will be provided separately by email and/or on the
church website. These messages can be accessed at any
time – no need to carve out a specific time for viewing! 
 Hope to “see” you there.

Kids' Connection
The Kids’ Connection, from our own Children's
Ministry, is available each Friday! The variety of
material may include everything from
storytelling to craft-making to family check-ins.
Go to http://stpaulsk.org/community/children

Children's News

As we all adjust to this new way of doing things, please know that we are adapting and
continuing to build our children’s ministry.

Sunday School: Virtual Edition
We are emailing a variety of curriculum materials to
our Sunday School families & community each
Sunday, including the week’s Family Page and activity
sheets/coloring pages for different ages. If you aren't
getting emails and would like to, please let us know! 
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VBS Camp News

Children's Programming
For more information about any of the opportunities listed here, contact the Director of Christian Education, Dr. Meg
Baker, at mbaker@stpaulsk.org or 301-933-7933 ext. 104.



Check out the book of Psalms – smack-dab in the middle of the Bible. It is filled with special songs. Some are
about God, some are addressed to God.  Some are gloriously happy and worshipful. (Others are not.) The
Psalms form a praisebook for God's people, a collection of hymns and petitions to lead us in worship. Written
over a long period of time (from approximately 1400 to 500 B.C.E.), these hymns and prayers are believed to be
inspired by God, but authored by many people, including David, Asaph, Solomon, and Moses.  
 
Did you know....  Both the longest and the shortest chapters in the entire Bible are found in Psalms?  Can you
find them?  (Hint:  both are numbered in the hundreds!)
 

Shortest:___________   Longest:_____________
 

Psalm 95 (among others!) encourages us to make a
joyful noise to the Lord. There are countless ways
to do this; you don’t have to be an accomplished
musician. You just need to make some noise in a
joyful way! Throughout the Psalms, a number of
instruments are mentioned. Have fun finding some
of them in this word-search!

Words to Find
 

VOICE 
CYMBALS

LUTE
TRUMPET

FLUTE
LYRE
HARP
PIPE

O come, let us sing to the Lord;
let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;
let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! 
(Psalm 95:1-2)

Family Feature
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Fun kid-friendly trivia, puzzles, and Bible verses prepared by our Director of Christian Education, Dr. Meg Baker.

Discovering Psalms

Make a Joyful Noise!

June 21
Happy 

Father's D
ay By the _ _ _ _ of his _ _ _ _ _ (Job 19:20)

 
_ _ _ _ _   talks (Ecclesiastes 10:19)
 
A _ _ _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _ told me (Ecclesiastes 10:20)
 
Are your _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _ _ _ _? (Jeremiah 19:3)
 
If _ _ _ _ _ could _ _ _ _ (Habakkuk 2:11)
 
Burning the _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _   _ _ _ (Matthew 25:6-9)
 
He's _ _ _ _ _ _ himself (Acts 26:24)

Elsewhere 
in the Bible....
 
You would be surprised at
the number of everyday
expressions we use that
come from the Bible! Check
out these scriptures and
see if you can figure out the
common expression found
in each verse. Have fun!



June 2020

www.stpaulsk.orgPage 15 • The Epistle • June 2020

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

2
9:45 am
Prayerwaves
(phone conference
call)
4:00 pm Bible
Study: Psalms
(Zoom)
7:00 pm
"Furloughed" Chat
(Zoom)
7:00 pm Journey
Group (Zoom)

1
9:00 am Daily
Breath
(Facebook Live)
11:00 am Staff
Meeting (Zoom)

7
11:00 am Worship at Home
(stpaulsk.org & Facebook)
 
 

8
9:00 am Daily
Breath
(Facebook Live)
11:00 am Staff
Meeting (Zoom)
7pm Yarn
Ministry (Zoom)
 

9
9:45 am
Prayerwaves
(phone
conference call)
4:00 pm Bible
Study: Psalms
(Zoom)
7:00 pm Journey
Group (Zoom)

10
9:00 am Daily
Breath (Facebook
Live)
4:00 pm Adult
Study: The God We
Can Know (Zoom)
7:00 pm Still
Wednesday
(Zoom)

4
No church
activities
scheduled.

5
9:00 am Daily
Breath
(Facebook Live)
4:00 pm Kids'
Connection
(stpaulsk.org)
 
 

6
11:00 am Adult
Study: You'll Get
Through This
(Zoom)

14
11:00 am Worship at
Home (stpaulsk.org &
Facebook)
12pm SPRC Meeting
(Zoom)
 

15
9:00 am Daily
Breath
(Facebook Live)
11:00 am Staff
Meeting (Zoom)
 

16
9:45 am
Prayerwaves
(phone
conference call)
4:00 pm Bible
Study: Psalms
(Zoom)
7:00 pm Journey
Group (Zoom)
7:00 pm
"Furloughed"
Chat (Zoom)

17
9:00 am Daily
Breath (Facebook
Live)
4:00 pm Adult
Study: The God We
Can Know (Zoom)
7:00 pm Still
Wednesday
(Zoom)

18
No church
activities
scheduled.

19
9:00 am Daily
Breath
(Facebook Live)
4:00 pm Kids'
Connection
(stpaulsk.org)
 

20
11:00 am Adult
Study: You'll Get
Through This
(Zoom)

21
11:00 am Worship at
Home (stpaulsk.org &
Facebook)
 

22
9:00 am Daily
Breath
(Facebook Live)
11:00 am Staff
Meeting (Zoom)
7:00 pm Yarn
Ministry (Zoom)

23
9:45 am
Prayerwaves
(phone
conference call)
4:00 pm Bible
Study: Psalms
(Zoom)
7:00 pm Journey
Group (Zoom)

24
9:00 am Daily
Breath (Facebook
Live)
4:00 pm Adult
Study: The God
We Can Know
(Zoom)
7:00 pm Still
Wednesday
(Zoom)
7:00 pm Better
Humans Book
Club Discussion
(Zoom)

25
7:30 pm
Sanctuary
Choir (Zoom)

26
9:00 am Daily
Breath
(Facebook
Live)
4:00 pm Kids'
Connection
(stpaulsk.org)

27
11:00 am Adult
Study: You'll Get
Through This
(Zoom)

28
11:00 am Worship at
Home (stpaulsk.org &
Facebook)
 

29
9:00 am Daily
Breath
(Facebook Live)
11:00 am Staff
Meeting (Zoom)
 

30
9:45 am
Prayerwaves
(phone
conference call)
4:00 pm Bible
Study: Psalms
(Zoom)
7:00 pm Journey
Group (Zoom)
7:00 pm
"Furloughed"
Chat (Zoom)

 
Do you have news to share? 
 
Submit articles for the July edition of The Epistle 
by June 15. 
 
Email your text or photos to Erin Steele at
stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org with the word "Epistle" in
the subject line.

Please note, all
events are subject
to change as the
COVID19 public
health situation,
and our response
to it, evolves. 

3
9:00 am Daily
Breath (Facebook
Live)
4:00 pm Adult
Study: The God We
Can Know (Zoom)
6:30 pm UMM
Virtual Cookout
(Zoom)
7:00 pm Still
Wednesday
(Zoom)

11
7:30 pm
Sanctuary
Choir  (Zoom)

12
9:00 am Daily
Breath
(Facebook Live)
4:00 pm Kids'
Connection
(stpaulsk.org)
 
 

13
11:00 am Adult
Study: You'll Get
Through This
(Zoom)



St. Paul's United 
Methodist Church
10401 Armory Avenue
Kensington, Maryland 20895
301-933-7933 • stpaulsk.org

Worship Schedule
 

Sunday Worship video available each Sunday morning at
11:00 a.m. through stpaulsk.org/worship/worship-at-home
and on Facebook. 

 

Still Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesdays via Zoom invite.
 

In-person worship temporarily on break due to COVID-19
public health crisis. We look forward to a phased return to
normal operations.

 

Epistle Options
 

Email (color)
Send an email to stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org 
to be added to the email list.
 

Download (color)
Go to the St. Paul's website at
http://stpaulsk.org/community/epistle-weekly-news
 

Mail (black & white)
Contact the church office to be added to the mailing list.
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