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Letter From the Senior Pastor
My dear friends:

"Are there not twelve hours of daylight?  Those who walk during the day do not 
stumble, because they see the light of this world."

     ~ John 11:9

We're burning daylight.
This colloquial expression, often used by people in a hurry, recognizes that 

time is precious and is not to be wasted.  As we enter into the leisurely season of 
summer, I do not encourage haste.  However, I strongly recommend making the 
most of the abundant daylight we've been given in these months.

By definition the summer season begins on June 21.  In our hemisphere, 
this is the day of the year with the most amount of daylight.  There were nearly 
15 hours of daylight this past June 21.  However, each day after that solstice will 
experience a gradual decrease in the presence of the sun.  By the time we get to 
Labor Day in September, the unofficial end of summer, we will be down to 13 hours 
of daylight.  Nearly two hours of sunshine will slip from each day's grasp before we 
know it.  I have nothing against the relaxing pleasures of a star-studded summer's 
eve, but ample amounts of sun present recreational opportunities unavailable in the 
darkness.

Many of you have plans to be outside and on the go this summer as you 
re-create yourselves.  Some of you will be camping, hiking, or traveling to visit family.  
Perhaps your itinerary will take you to the beach or to the mountains.  To this day 
my children, now in their twenties, imagine that an ideal vacation spot must be 
somewhere within striking distance of an amusement park.  Even if your travels 
take you no farther than the backyard, and if the closest you get to a roller coaster 
is a gently swinging hammock, take advantage of the daylight we are given during 
these long, bright days of summer.

And, take a Flat John Wesley with you.  Meg Baker has painstakingly 
assembled over 200 of these hand fans to remind us of the deep roots of our faith 
even as we travel.  As Meg asks in her article within the pages of this Epistle, take a 
picture of you and John Wesley wherever you go.  These smiling faces of St. Paul's 
will be displayed in the narthex during the summer, reminding us that we are still 
connected to each other in Christ, no matter how far we venture from home.  Enjoy 
the light of this world, friends.

Light and peace in Jesus Christ,
A. B. Snell

mailto:stpaulsunited%40stpaulsk.org?subject=
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From the Desk of Pastor Kate Contact Us
SENIOR PASTOR

Rev. Dr. Adam B. Snell
absnell@stpaulsk.org

ASSOCIATE PASTOR
Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton

kfulton@stpaulsk.org

YOUTH PASTOR
Mr. Micah Smartt

msmartt@stpaulsk.org

DIRECTOR of CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Mrs. Meg Baker

mbaker@stpaulsk.org

DIRECTOR of MUSIC
Mr. N. Thomas Pedersen
tpedersen@stpaulsk.org

ORGANIST
Mr. Marvin Mills

mmills@stpaulsk.org

OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR
Dr. Erin Steele

stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org

TREASURER
Mrs. Michelle Gregonis

mgregonis@stpaulsk.org

FACILITIES MANAGER
Ms. Tracey Furman

tfurman@stpaulsk.org

EPISTLE LAYOUT & DESIGN
Mr. Jay Codner

jgcodner@gmail.com

Stay Connected!
If you don't already receive our 

weekly emails or monthly Epistle 
newsletter, please contact the 

church office to get subscribed!

Email: stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org
Phone: (301) 933-7933

Dear St. Paul's Family,

It has been just over a year since I joined 
you as your associate pastor – and what a year it 
has been!

I don't need to tell you what a bitterly 
difficult year it has been for us as a denomination.  
However, I do want to say that through the ups 
and downs of preparing for and then dealing with 
the aftermath of the Special General Conference, 
it has been a joy and a privilege to walk alongside the people of St. Paul's as 
we tackle the hard and holy work of discerning where God is calling us in the 
months and years ahead.

I remember how excited we were to get the call appointing me to St. 
Paul's last March – my husband was jumping up and down in the middle of 
the living room! – but truly we had no idea just how lucky we were to begin 
ordained ministry in this place.  The love, support, grace and understanding 
we have experienced here has been so wonderful.  You embraced us right 
from the beginning, invited me into your groups and homes and hospital 
rooms, shared openly and honestly with me even when I was still a stranger 
to you.  We've been showered with gifts of homemade jams and sauces and 
cookies, but even more treasured were the cards and letters of welcome 
and encouragement I continue to receive nearly every week from different 
members of our congregation and community.  Your thoughtful and gracious 
affirmations are a gift I will treasure for years to come.

I am truly blessed to serve on the clergy team at St. Paul's for another 
year.  God is yet at work among us, dear ones, and I cannot wait to see where 
the coming months will take us!

Peace,
Pastor Kate

Still Wednesday Worship
Wednesdays July 17 & August 14  •  7:00 p.m.

By popular demand, Still Wednesday will not be 
quite as still as originally planned.  We will gather on 
two evenings this summer: Wednesday, July 17 and 
Wednesday, August 14 from 7:00-8:00 p.m.  Come 
check it out if you have been too busy during the year!

Please contact Kenzie Raulin at (301) 237-1520 or 
kenzier@rcn.com with any questions about this 
contemplative worship opportunity.

http://www.stapulsk.org
mailto:absnell%40stpaulsk.org?subject=
mailto:kfulton%40stpaulsk.org?subject=
mailto:msmartt%40stpaulsk.org?subject=
mailto:mbaker%40stpaulsk.org?subject=
mailto:tpedersen%40stpaulsk.org?subject=
mailto:mmills%40stpaulsk.org?subject=
mailto:stpaulsunited%40stpaulsk.org?subject=
mailto:mgregonis%40stpaulsk.org?subject=
mailto:tfurman%40stpaulsk.org?subject=
mailto:jgcodner%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:stpaulsunited%40stpaulsk.org?subject=
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Worship Info
July Lectionary
Sunday, July 7
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Luke 10:1-11, 16-20
Rev. Adam B. Snell Preaching

Sunday, July 14
"Malice in the Palace"
Esther 4:1-17
Musical Theatre Camp Performance

Sunday, July 21
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
Luke 10:38-42
Rev. Adam B. Snell Preaching

Sunday, June 28
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
Luke 11:1-13
Rev. Adam B. Snell Preaching

August Lectionary
Sunday, August 4
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 107:1-9, 43
Rev. Adam B. Snell Preaching

Sunday, August 11
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
Luke 12:32-40
Rev. Adam B. Snell Preaching

Sunday, August 18
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
Hebrews 11:29-34, 12:1-2
Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton Preaching

Sunday, August 25
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
Luke 13:10-17
Rev. Adam B. Snell Preaching

All are Welcome!
Come Join Us!

Confirmation Class 2019
Over the last five months, the Confirmation Class of 2019 came together each 
week to explore what it means to follow Christ, respond to God's call, and live 
out one's faith.  They gained an understanding of the church's foundations, 
history, and theology through their 16 class sessions.  In addition, these young 
people were active participants in the life of the church – through their prayers, 
their presence, their gifts, their service, and their witness.  Class members were 
issued Confirmation Passports to help track their progress in these areas.

Throughout this journey, confirmands had the support and encouragement of 
not only their parents and families, but also of a mentor, one of the adults from 
within the church community that he or she had identified for that role.

We who have had the privilege of walking beside these youth have been 
enriched by this journey, and it is our hope that it has been enriching for them 
as well.

Congratulations Confirmands!

http://www.stpaulsk.org
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Congregational Care
Thank You!
Dear Friends,

Thank you! Your financial support is enabling Global Ministries 
missionaries to fulfill the mission of the Church. Through your 
financial support, you are serving within a vital network of 
interactive relationship in more than 60 countries around the 
world. Nearly 400 United Methodist missionaries come from many 
places and backgrounds, witnessing and serving in dramatically 
different locales and cultures, engaging in a range of activities and 
professions as pastors, educators, congregation and leadership 
developers, regional coordinators for UMCOR, agriculturalists, 
health coordinators, and doctors. On behalf of the people who 
are recipients of the love of God through the direct ministry of a 
Global Missions missionary – Thank you.

Grace & Peace,
Thomas G. Kemper, General Secretary 
General Board of Global Ministries

Send a Card or Note
These St. Paul's members would appreciate your thoughts and 
expressions of care. . .

Mrs. Dorethea Depenbrock
6602 Greyswood Road
Larmax Home
North Bethesda, MD 20817

Mrs. Christine King
4029 Adams Drive
Wheaton, MD 20902

Mrs. Becky Little
Oak Park Arms
408 S. Oak Park Ave., #311
Oak Park, IL 60302

Mrs. Esther McCraw
185 Pine Haven Shores Road
#4101
Shelburne, VT 05482

Ms. Susie Propes
3301 S. Leisure World Blvd.
Apartment #2E
Silver Spring, MD 20906

Mrs. Hazel Wright
333 Russell Avenue
Kindley Building, Room #407
Gaithersburg, MD

Celebration of Birth
Special flowers graced the altar during the 

month of May to celebrate the births of

Levi Robert Bell
grandson of Steve & Jane Bell

Marian Hope Capion
daughter of Toby & Jeanne Capion

Jorie Marie Albertini
daughter of Jose & Aubrey Albertini

Sympathy
Our deepest sympathy is expressed to these 
members who mourn the loss of loved ones 

during the month of May

Family & Friends of Phil Hein
following his death

Shannon Braddock & Family
following the death of his brother, 

Gary Glenn Braddock

Family & Friends of Ellie Malone
following her death

Becky Baber & Family
following the death of her brother, 

Leroy Ray

Celebration
We rejoice with these members who 

celebrated love during the month of May

Tim Higgins & Kelcie Mack
upon their engagement

Jim & Karen Spinner
following the wedding of their daughter 

Kiki Spinner to Mike Dugan

Online Prayer Requests
Have a joy or concern?  In need of prayer support?  Submit an online prayer request at 
stpaulsk.org/community/prayer-requests.  You will have the option to choose to share 
your request with our Prayer Lift Team and the pastoral staff or share it only with Rev. Snell 
and Pastor Kate.

Bear one another's burdens, and in this way you will 
fufill the law of Christ.  – Galatians 6:2

http://www.stapulsk.org
http://stpaulsk.org/community/prayer-requests
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Church Council Update
Results of the Discernment Process

In February, the global United Methodist Church (UMC) 
passed the Traditional Plan that affirmed the church's 
existing position on Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, 
Queer (LGBTQ+) individuals, stated that the practice of 
homosexuality is incompatible with Christian teaching, 
enacted strong punishments for clergy who ordain 
homosexuals or perform same sex marriages, and passed 
rules for churches wishing to disaffiliate from the UMC.

St. Paul's recently held discernment sessions attended by about 180 church 
members and friends.  The purpose of these meetings was to discuss the future of 
St. Paul's.  Those who attended brought a broad range of views and ideas.  Many 
voiced concerns about the new policies, or expressed anger or fear.  Many would 
like St. Paul's to disaffiliate from the global UMC.  Some are considering leaving the 
UMC.  A majority of participants shared a desire to do something immediately to 
demonstrate St. Paul's inclusivity and/or express opposition to the Traditional Plan.

The Church Council met in June to review the results and consider options moving 
forward.  A detailed letter has been mailed to all church members to share the 
feedback, a summary of challenges, and an outline of the short-term actions.  You 
may also view the letter online by clicking here. 

Under current rules, disaffiliation is not financially feasible – it would cost several 
million dollars.  However, other options may emerge as a result of the global 
General Conference already scheduled for May 2020. 

In the interim, St. Paul's will explore ways to become a more inclusive and 
welcoming church.  Specifically, the Church Council decided to pursue the 
following courses of action:

� Learn more about becoming a reconciling church, and hold a 
congregational vote in Fall 2019 to determine whether to proceed with the 
Reconciling process.

� Engage with other local UMCs to understand what they are doing in 
response to the enactment of the Traditional Plan.

� Monitor national/regional developments on a path forward separate from 
the Traditional Plan.

Church leaders will keep the congregation updated as these actions develop.  
In the meantime, we welcome all those at St. Paul's to provide input to help 
us move through this time of change.  Please contact Pastor Kate Mackereth 
Fulton at kfulton@stpaulsk.org or (301) 933-7933 ext. 103, Church Council Chair 
John Seabreeze at johnseabreeze@msn.com, or Lay Leader Marge Higgins at 
higginsmarge@gmail.com.

St. Paul's United 
Methodist 

Church Council

John Seabreeze
Church Council President

Marge Higgins
Lay Leader

Jonathan Derr
Staff-Parish Relations

Grey Emmons
Finance

Steve Warren
Board of Trustees

Vern Schinski
Lay Member

Steve Lillie
United Methodist Men

Ginny Hagberg
United Methodist Women

Anne & Phil Rush
Justice & Compassion

Sarah Grace Longsworth
Young Adult

Evan Gaalswyk
Youth Ministries

Rev. Adam Snell
Senior Pastor

(Clergy)

Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton
Associate Pastor

(Clergy)

Meg Baker
Director of Christian Education 

(Staff )

Michelle Gregonis
Treasurer

(Staff )

http://www.stpaulsk.org
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/5f/5f46f546-bd18-482c-bd61-5eec5b92f892/documents/Letterhead_Church_Council_5_July_2019_v4.pdf
mailto:kfulton%40stpaulsk.org?subject=
mailto:johnseabreeze%40msn.com?subject=
mailto:higginsmarge%40gmail.com?subject=


6  |  THE EPISTLE  |  JULY & AUGUST 2019 WWW.STPAULSK.ORG

Children's Ministry
Summer Sunday School

Help Needed!  We are in urgent need of adults who can volunteer their time for one or more 
Sundays this summer.  Without teacher volunteers, there can be no Sunday School.  At least two 
adult volunteers are needed each week.  All materials – curriculum, suggested activities, and 
snacks – will be provided.  Youth helpers are also welcome.  Please consider serving our church 
community in this way!  Sign-up in the church office or online at https://tinyurl.com/y68848pm.  
Summer Sunday School runs through September 1 (Labor Day weekend).  Thank you!

Children (age 2-10) are encouraged to join us for Summer Sunday School class during the 10:30 a.m. worship hour!  
We will be celebrating God's creation, looking at Bible stories that focus on water, plants, and animals.

Flat John Wesley
With the summer months come visits with family, sight-seeing adventures, family vacations, and 
trips to places across town and across the planet.  Whether your travels take you to the pool, the 
beach, the lake, or the mountains, we encourage you to bring Flat John Wesley with you!  

John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist movement, was a preacher on the go, traveling 
and preaching outdoors throughout Great Britain and abroad.  He was convinced that it was 
important for him personally to spread the gospel through relationships and continue to grow 
closer to God in those relationships.  In fact, John Wesley rode far enough on horseback to circle 
the earth 10 times!  Methodism grew from four to 132,000 members in Wesley's lifetime, and 
there are more than 30 million worldwide today.  

Now you can take John Wesley with you on your summer adventures.  Pick up your own Flat John Wesley hand fan in 
the Narthex today.  Send us photos of you and Flat John Wesley, tell us where you are (e.g., at Rehoboth Beach, visiting 
grandma, atop the Space Needle, etc.), and we will post on the Flat John Wesley bulletin board in the Narthex!  E-mail 
your pictures to Director of Christian Education, Meg Baker at mbaker@stpaulsk.org, or text them to (240) 723-6642.  
Happy trails to you!

Children's Choir
Children's Choir is back!  
Children in Kindergarten 
through fifth grade are 
invited to participate in this 
fun time of music-making.  

Choir rehearsals will be held in the Multipurpose 
Room on Sundays at 11:45 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.  
A snack will be provided.  This choir will prepare 
an anthem to be presented during the 10:30 
a.m. worship service once a month, on Children's 
Sunday.  We will soon be gearing up for the 
Christmas Pageant!  For more information, please 
contact Director of Education, Meg Baker at 
mbaker@stpaulsk.org or (301) 933-7933 ext. 104. 

Calling All Shepherds!
What does it take to be a shepherd?  Well, 
God says we actually have what it takes!  
See 2 Peter 1:3 - His divine power has 
given us everything needed for life and 
godliness, through the knowledge of him 
who called us by his own glory and goodness.  You don't have 
to know all the answers (as if any of us could), or have a degree 
in theology, or be an experienced teacher to teach Sunday 
School.  All you need is a heart to serve.  Please consider being a 
part of the village that it takes to raise the next generation in the 
faith.  You will be pleasantly surprised to see how God works in 
and through you.  For more information about teaching Sunday 
School this Fall 2019, contact Director of Christian Education 
Meg Baker at mbaker@stpaulsk.org or (301) 933-7933 ext. 104.

http://www.stapulsk.org
https://tinyurl.com/y68848pm
mailto:mbaker%40stpaulsk.org?subject=
mailto:mbaker%40stpaulsk.org?subject=
mailto:mbaker%40stpaulsk.org?subject=
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More Children's Ministry
Changes to Youth Sunday School

Beginning Fall 2019, Sunday 
School for Middle and Senior High 
youth will be held after the 10:30 
a.m. worship service, beginning at 
11:45 a.m.  This will provide the 
opportunity for youth to attend 
worship regularly, to reflect on that 

morning's sermon, and to dive deeper into Bible study.  A light 
meal or bag lunch will be provided each week.

The start time for Pre-school and Elementary Sunday School 
classes will remain the same as last year: Sunday School Classes 
and Children's Chapel for those age 2 through grade 5 will 
begin at 10:30 a.m. on most Sunday mornings.  Once a month, 
on Children's Sunday, this age group will come directly to 
the Sanctuary for worship.  They will participate in the Young 
People's Message, after which they will transition to the Sunday 
School classrooms with their teachers.

Youth Recognition Sunday
The congregation of St. Paul's recognized 
many of its youth during worship on 
Sunday, June 2.  Evan Gaalswyk was 
honored for his service as chair of the 
Council on Youth Ministry (CYM), and 
CYM Youth Representatives Elias Chen, Emma Cooper, Davis 
Gaalswyk, Erin Mullens, Chase Seabreeze, John Stephens, 
Thomas Stephens, and Elijah Webb were also recognized for 
their service on the Council over the past year.

Members of the Class of 2019 were also recognized for reaching 
this milestone along life's journey: Kristina Barnes, Adrienne 
Bruch, Gabriela Connor, Evan Gaalswyk, Peter Geertsema, 
Tiare Hicks, Patrick Markey, Tyler Nishi, Abigail Turner, 
Matthew Vinson, and Elijah Webb.  On behalf of the Council 
on Youth Ministries, a Bible was given to each as a reminder that 
the Word of God is our primary connection to the source and 
meaning of life.

Each year, St. Paul's provides a monetary Educational Award 
to one or more of these recent graduates who are planning 
to continue their education in college or vocational school.  
Recipients of the Educational Award this year are Kristina Barnes, 
Evan Gaalswyk, Tyler Nishi, and Elijah Webb.  Congratulations!

Backpack Build
Sunday, August 18  •  11:30 a.m.

Our Justice & Compassion team will be 
partnering with Interfaith Works again this year 
to get backpacks and new school supplies to 
needy children in time for the start of school. 

Collection bins will be available in the Narthex 
in early August and we ask that all donations be 
dropped off by Sunday, August 11.

Volunteers will "build" the backpacks following 
the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Sunday, 
August 18.

The following are the most needed supplies:
� New Backpacks
� Binders (2-inch, three ring)
� Filler Paper (unopened packs 

only please!)
� Dividers
� Pens (black or blue ink) 
� Scissors  
� Markers
� Colored Pencils
� Pencil Boxes or Pouches 
� 2-Pocket Folders

Financial contributions are also welcome 
and will be put toward purchasing additional 
supplies.  Make checks payable to "St. Paul's 
UMC" and write "Backpacks" on the memo line. 

If you have any questions, please contact Angela 
Harvey at aeharvey1007@hotmail.com or 
Leigha Gordillo at leighamj@gmail.com.

http://www.stpaulsk.org
mailto:aeharvey1007%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:leighamj%40gmail.com?subject=
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Family Feature
Vacation Bible School 2019
Children ages 2 to 10 enjoyed a week of music, crafts, Bible stories, and – of course – snacks as they followed the 
journeys of Ruth and Naomi, Mary & Joseph, the good Samaritan, and the Prodigal Son during "Passport to Summer 
Fun: Travels through the Bible."  A special thanks to all of our youth counselors, adult teachers, shepherds, and the 
leadership team that made it all possible!  Join us next year in June 2020 for more Vacation Bible School fun!

Who Am I?
I lived in a big fish for three days.  (Jonah 1:17)
__ __ __ __ __

God called me to lead the people of Israel out of Egypt. 
(Exodus 3:10-11)
__ __ __ __ __

I had a son, Isaac, in my old age.  (Genesis 18:9-12)
__ __ __ __ __

I traveled with my mother-in-law Naomi to Bethlehem.  
(Ruth 1:18-19)
__ __ __ __

My voice was taken away until my son John was born.  
(Luke 1:18-20)
__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

I was a follower of Jesus, but I am not one of the twelve 
disciples.  (Mark 2:13-15)
__ __ __ __

My sister was named Mary and my brother was named 
Lazarus.  (John 11:1-2)
__ __ __ __ __ __

I was a servant of the church in Cenchreae.  (Romans 16:1-2)
__ __ __ __ __ __

In the Beginning (Genesis 1-2)
God made the sun, moon, and stars, and the earth with 
all its plants and animals.  He also made a man named 
Adam.  God gave Adam a very important job – naming 
and caring for the animals.  Draw a path to help Adam 
find the lost lamb! 

http://www.stapulsk.org
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SPY News

@stpaulsk_youth @stpaulskyouth

Sign-Up to Get News!
If a young person in your household will be in 6th grade (or higher) this fall, please contact Youth 
Pastor, Micah Smartt at msmartt@stpaulsk.org or (301) 933-7933 ext. 111, to be added to the St. 
Paul's Youth contact list and receive invitations to youth events, the latest youth news, and other 
announcements.  SPY is open to all friends of St. Paul's.

Regular SPY Meetings
This Fall, regular SPY meetings will be held on 

Sundays starting Sunday, September 8.  The 
Middle High SPYs will meet first, followed by 

a short break for pick-ups and drop-offs and 
Youth Choir rehearsal, and then the Senior 

High SPYs will have their meeting time.

Save the Dates!
Senior High Retreat: October 4-6, 2019
Middle High Retreat: November 1-3, 2019

Our Fall 2019 get-away trips offer a special opportunity to dig into 
Scripture, play games, enjoy snacks, go exploring, and make new 
memories.  This fall we will be retreating to Camp Manidokan, one 
of the Baltimore-Washington Conference's retreat centers, located 
in the mountains near scenic Harper's Ferry, West Virginia.  The 
cost is $85 per youth and financial aid is available!  We provide 
transportation between St. Paul's and Camp Manidokan. More details 
and online registration forms will become available during August in 
the SPY Briefing and online at stpaulsk.org/community/youth.

Borderlands 2019

St. Paul's 
Youth

http://www.stpaulsk.org
mailto:msmartt%40stpaulsk.org?subject=
http://stpaulsk.org/community/youth
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Adult Education
Lectionary Study

Our weekly Lectionary 
Bible Studies will 
again take place on 
Tuesdays at 10:45 

a.m. in St. Paul's Cleveland Library, 
beginning Tuesday, September 10.  No 
registration or fee required!

Christian Faith 101 Returns this Fall!
Did you ever wonder when Christians began 
to believe that Jesus was divine?  Did you 
ever wonder how the books of the Bible were 
selected for inclusion?  Did you ever wonder 
what happens when we die?  These and many 
other questions of faith and doctrine will be 
addressed in the popular adult study "Christian Faith 101" which returns 
to St. Paul's this fall.  Classes will be held on Tuesday mornings, beginning 
Tuesday, September 3.  A flyer with more information about the study is 
available in the church office.  Class size is limited, and enrollment ends 
July 31.  Please contact Brian Walden at bewalden@verizon.net, (301) 
509-8129 or Therese Walden at tcwalden@verizon.net, (301) 509-8128, if 
you are interested in participating.

6 Week Supper & 
Study Classes
St Paul's Adult Education Committee 
will again sponsor our popular program 
of short-term classes for adults this 
September.  Full details will be available 
later this summer, and class registrations 
will begin in mid-August.  We hope 
you will consider participating in one of 
these faith-building studies!

FaithFlix
Our popular 
weekly FaithFlix series returns this fall!  
Please join us for a time of food, film, 
& fellowship in the Parlor on Sunday 
mornings from 11:45 –12:45 p.m., 
beginning in September.  Each FaithFlix 
session is an independent event, so feel 
free to participate on a drop-in basis.  
Participants enjoy a light lunch together 
while watching and discussing a short 
faith-provoking film clip.

Disciple 1 Bible Study
A new Disciple I Bible Study class will be forming 
this fall, to be held on Tuesdays from 7:00-9:00 p.m. 
throughout the school year.  The class will be led by our 
senior pastor, Rev. Adam Snell.  This year-long survey 
of The Bible will reveal to you the major themes of 
our faith which connect the Old and New Testaments, 
culminating in a clearer understanding of Jesus.

Disciple 2B Bible Study
Into the Word Into the World, is the second study in 
the four-phase Disciple program.  St. Paul's offered half 
of its 32 weeks of study last year, covering portions 
of the Old Testament.  This year's 16-week class, led 
by Vern Schinski and Meg Baker, will focus on New 
Testament study and will be held on Tuesday evenings beginning in 
September.  The class is open to everyone, regardless of whether he/she 
participated in the Disciple IIA study last year.  Into the Word Into the World 
proclaims the transforming power of Scripture and helps participants build 
Bible study skills and develop the practice of spiritual disciplines.  The 
study also emphasizes the rhythm of coming to God and going for God – 
of being in the Word and in the world – and approaches all experiences of 
life as opportunities for faithful witness and service.

To find out more about Adult Education at St. Paul's, please contact 
Director of Christian Education, Meg Baker at mbaker@stpaulsk.org

Taste & Sing
Our monthly Taste & Sing, which has 
been held on the third Tuesday of each 
month, will not meet over the summer 

months.  We hope 
you will join us 
when we return 
in the fall!

http://www.stapulsk.org
mailto:bewalden%40verizon.net?subject=
mailto:tcwalden%40verizon.net?subject=
mailto:mbaker%40stpaulsk.org?subject=
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United Methodist Men

St. Paul's UMC 
History Book

If you would like a copy of the 
St. Paul's History Book, please 

contact Jack Lipscomb at 
jplipscomb@verizon.net or  

(301) 774-2761.  The sale price of 
the History Book is $10.

Pancake Breakfast
Our September 7 breakfast will benefit the camping ministries of the Baltimore-
Washington Conference, including West River and Manidokan.  We feature 
pancakes (regular and a specialty), eggs, sausage, bacon, ham, grits, and fruit – 
you won't go away hungry!  We look forward to seeing you and your friends at 
the community breakfasts.  We do not have a set price for breakfast, but instead 
ask for a free will donation.

Men's Breakfast
We are planning another Men's Breakfast for October.  Watch for more details in the upcoming September Epistle.

Bits of History
A Colloquy
By: Jack Lipscomb, History Commitee

A Google search found the following: "An example of a 
colloquy is when a group of people from a church get 
together to discuss the Bible and to theorize on Scripture."  
And that's precisely what the General Board of Higher 
Education and Ministry (GBHEM) and the Association 
of United Methodist Theological Schools did when 
they held a Colloquy on the Unity of the Church and Human 
Sexuality at Candler School of Theology, Emory University, 
on March 9-12, 2017.  

Faculty members of the thirteen official seminaries of the church plus a scholar 
from Asbury Theological Seminary along with two international presenters, one 
from Africa (Mozambique) and one from Europe (Denmark) presented papers.  
"Each was invited to speak out of her or his long engagement with theology, 
ethics, and the Wesleyan tradition and to present their own view of a way forward 
for the UMC," according to a reviewer of one of the products of the colloquy.  The 
product is a study guide, entitled Unity of the Church and Human Sexuality: 
Toward a Faithful United Methodist Witness Study Guide.

The book, published in 2018, is reviewed in the April 2019 issue of Methodist 
History, Volume LVII, Number 3.  The reviewer is A. V. Huff, Jr., Professor of History 
Emeritus from Furman University, Greenville, South Carolina.  The Study Guide has 
a foreword by Dr. Kim Cape, General Secretary of GBHEM, and an afterword by 
Bishop Kenneth Carter, one of the moderators of the Commission. The complete 
set of presented papers will be published this year in a separate volume.

UMNews.org has an article about this event.  The title is "Scholars raise doubts 
about church’s future."  As one reviewer said, "there were wide differences in 
approach."

http://www.stpaulsk.org
mailto:jplipscomb%40verizon.net?subject=
http://UMNews.org
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Friendship Club
By: Gerald Watkins

On a beautiful Tuesday, June 11, fifty-two friends and guests enjoyed a delightful luncheon trip to the Bavarian Inn on 
the scenic Potomac River in historic Shepherdstown, West Virgina.  Pastor Kate prayed for a safe trip and shortly after 
the bus left the church parking lot, Club President Erma McWilliams welcomed everyone aboard.

On the way, we stopped at Ferry Hill, an 18th century home, and enjoyed a presentation by a former National Park 
Service docent of the C&O Historical Association.  Ferry Hill played an important role during the Civil War by serving as a 
hospital for the many soldiers wounded in the nearby battles at Antietam, Sharpsburg and Shepherdstown.  Jim Heins, 
who is a volunteer with the C&O Canal, spoke about the building and operation of the canal.

From Ferry Hill, we went to the Bavarian Inn and enjoyed a delicious meal.  The guests enjoyed entrees of either 
sauerbraten, salmon fillet, or a vegetarian dish finished off with scrumptious apple strudel or black cherry cake for 
dessert.

After lunch, the bus stopped at O'Hurley’s General Store in Shepherdstown for a bit of shopping.  Peter Latterner and 
John Scheirer distributed water and snacks on the way to and the way back.  The bus returned to Kensington about 
4:30 p.m.  Regular Friendship Club meetings resume in October.

Friends and guests share a delicious meal together at the 
Bavarian Inn restaurant.

Friends Clifford Duthinh, Joice Wu, Lupe Martinez, 
and Joanie Gault enjoy the shops and sights in 

Shepherdstown, West Virginia.

Hunger Ministry Books
We need books!  Our supply of children's books is limited and in need of 
supplies.  If you have gently used children's books, please consider donating 
them.  The hunger ministry team will donate them to children at our monthly 
food distribution.  Books are requested for children up to age 12.  Please place 
food items in the Narthex, and donate books in the church office.  Please 
contact Terri Marshall at terrillamarshall@gmail.com or (301) 933-9117 if you 
have any questions.  Thank you!

http://www.stapulsk.org
mailto:terrillamarshall%40gmail.com?subject=
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Pie with the Pastors
Saturday, September 7  •  10:00 a.m.  •  Rm 109

Thinking about becoming a member or just want to know more about life at St. Paul's?  
Our next Pie with the Pastors is scheduled for Saturday, September 7.  Plan to join the 
pastors at 10:00 a.m. in Room 109 for some homemade pie and relaxing conversation 
about the Christian faith and this church that we call home.  Childcare is available upon 
request.  Please RSVP to the church office at stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org by the Thursday 
before so that we can be sure to have enough pie for everyone!

Hunger Ministry
Sunday, August 4  & Monday, August 5

Communion Collect happens on the first Sunday of the month.  Our next food collection 
will be on Sunday, August 4.  Donations can be placed in the bins in the Narthex at any 
time - we always need hot and cold cereals plus any items that are on the shopping list 
found on the table next to the bins, and financial contributions are always welcome as well.  
Volunteers are needed following both services to sort food and bag items for delivery.  On 
Monday, August 5, volunteers meet at 6:45 p.m. in Heavener Hall to get ready for the 
distribution and dinner at 7:30 p.m.  To volunteer for this opportunity to be in community 
with our neighbors in Christ, please contact Dawn Ely at dawn.c.ely@gmail.com.

2x4's Lunch with Pastor Kate
Sunday, August 18  •  Lunch at 12:30 p.m. (or immediately following the Backpack Build)  •  Heavener Hall

Pastor Kate will be holding a special Lunch with the Pastor on Sunday, August 18 especially 
for 2x4's - those in the roughly 20s-to-40s age range - and their families.  Lunch will start at 
12:30 p.m. (or immediately following the Backpack Build).  This is a time to hear more about 
where St. Paul's is in the Way Forward process and to ask questions.  Childcare will be 
available so young ones can play while adults dig into this issue.  Look for more details coming 
soon in upcoming Sunday bulletins and on the church website!

Flower Delivery
Spread the love of St. Paul's by delivering flowers to those who are in need of a little extra 
cheer.  A new sign-up sheet is available on the bulletin board in the church office.  Flower 
delivery volunteers collect a bunch of flowers from the Sanctuary following the 10:30 a.m. 
worship service, then use a map and the card provided to stop by the home of a church 
member or friend.  It's an easy, family-friendly way to minister to our faith community.  
Please contact the church office at stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org, (301) 933-7933 or Ginny 
Hagberg if you have any questions.

http://www.stpaulsk.org
mailto:stpaulsunited%40stpaulsk.org?subject=
mailto:dawn.c.ely%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:stpaulsunited%40stpaulsk.org?subject=
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July 2019
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  
No church activities 
scheduled. 

2  
No church activities 
scheduled. 

3  
No church activities 
scheduled. 

4  
Independence Day 
Church building closed. 

5  
Office closes at 12:00. 

6  
10am Pie with the 
Pastors 

7  
9am Worship with 
Communion 
9 & 10:30am Nursery 
10:30am Worship with 
Communion 
10:45am Summer 
Sunday School 
11:45am Food Sorting 

8  
9am Musical Theatre 
Camp 
10:30am Staff Meeting 
6:45pm Communion 
Collect Volunteers 
7pm Yarn Ministry 
7:30pm Food 
Distribution 

9  
9am Musical Theatre 
Camp 

10  
9am Musical Theatre 
Camp 
6:30pm UMM Mini-Golf 
Outing & Supper 

11  
9am Musical Theatre 
Camp 

12  
9am Musical Theatre 
Camp 

13  
No church activities 
scheduled. 

14  
9am Worship with 
Communion 
9 & 10:30am Nursery 
10:30am Worship 

15  
SPY Borderlands Trip 
to El Paso 

16  
SPY Borderlands Trip 
to El Paso 

17  
SPY Borderlands Trip 
to El Paso 
7pm Still Wednesday 

18  
SPY Borderlands Trip 
to El Paso 

19  
SPY Borderlands Trip 
to El Paso 
Funeral for Kaye 
McMullen 

20  
SPY Borderlands Trip 
to El Paso 
10:30am Funeral for 
Alan Shoup 

21  
SPY Borderlands Trip 
to El Paso 
9am Worship with 
Communion 
9 & 10:30am Nursery 
10:30am Worship 
10:30am Summer 
Sunday School 

22  
SPY Borderlands Trip 
to El Paso 
10:30am Staff Meeting 
7pm Stephen Ministers 
7pm Yarn Ministry 

23  
SPY Borderlands Trip 
to El Paso 

24  
7pm Finance 
Committee Meeting 

25  
No church activities 
scheduled. 

26  
No church activities 
scheduled. 

27  
No church activities 
scheduled. 

28  
9am Worship with 
Communion 
9 & 10:30am Nursery 
10:30am Worship 
10:30am Summer 
Sunday School 

29  
No church activities 
scheduled. 

30  
No church activities 
scheduled. 

31  
SPY Wilderness Trail 

http://www.stapulsk.org
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August 2019
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  
SPY Wilderness Trail 

2  
SPY Wilderness Trail 

3  
SPY Wilderness Trail 
10am Pie with the 
Pastors 

4  
SPY Wilderness Trail 
9am Worship 
9 & 10:30am Nursery 
10:30am Worship 
10:30am Summer 
Sunday School 
11:45am Food Sorting 

5  
SPY Wilderness Trail 
6:45pm Communion 
Collect Volunteers 
7:30pm Food 
Distribution 

6  
SPY Wilderness Trail 

7  
No church activities 
scheduled. 

8  
No church activities 
scheduled. 

9  
No church activities 
scheduled. 

10  
No church activities 
scheduled. 

11  
9am Worship 
9 & 10:30am Nursery 
10:30am Worship 
10:30am Summer 
Sunday School 

12  
10:30am Staff Meeting 

13  
No church activities 
scheduled. 

14  
7pm Still Wednesday 

15  
Due Date for Epistle 
Articles for September 
Issue  

16  
No church activities 
scheduled. 

17  
No church activities 
scheduled. 

18  
9am Worship 
9 & 10:30am Nursery 
10:30am Worship 
10:30am Summer 
Sunday School 
11:45am Backpack 
Build 

19  
No church activities 
scheduled. 

20  
No church activities 
scheduled. 

21  
No church activities 
scheduled. 

22  
No church activities 
scheduled. 

23  
No church activities 
scheduled. 

24  
No church activities 
scheduled. 

25  
9am Worship 
9 & 10:30am Nursery 
10:30am Worship 
10:30am Summer 
Sunday School 

26  
10:30am Staff Meeting 
7pm Stephen Ministers 

27  
No church activities 
scheduled. 

28  
No church activities 
scheduled. 

29  
9am Piano Tuning 

30  
No church activities 
scheduled. 

31  
No church activities 
scheduled. 

http://www.stpaulsk.org
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Epistle
     Options

EMAIL (color)
Send an email to  
stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org

DOWNLOAD (color)
Go to the St. Paul's website 
www.stpaulsk.org and 
download a PDF version

MAIL (B+W)
Please contact the church 
office and make a request

PICK UP (B+W)
Copies of the current 
Epistle are available in the 
Narthex and church office

July & August 2019

Worship 
     Schedule
SUNDAY 9:00 A.M.
Worship with Communion in the 
Sanctuary. Nursery Care available.

SUNDAY 10:30 A.M.
Worship in the Sanctuary. Sunday 
School & Nursery Care available.

WEDNESDAY 7:00 P.M.
Still Wednesday Worship.

@stpaulskensington@stpaulsk

Follow Us on Social Media!

http://www.stpaulsk.org
mailto:stpaulsunited%40stpaulsk.org%20?subject=
http://www.stpaulsk.org
https://www.instagram.com/stpaulsk/
https://www.facebook.com/stpaulskensington/
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