
Letter from the Senior Pastor
Greetings Beloved in the Lord!

God has graciously escorted us across the threshold of a new year. The chapter of
2021 is now closed. That in no way suggests that 2021 has been erased from our
memories. Too many of us are holding the remnants of yet another year that
demanded so much from us. Our spiritual and emotional tanks are nearing the
emergency reserve. Each of us is most likely looking for the space to exit stage left,
take a break, check out or hit pause. Yet life continues to march on. 

What is it that we can hold that will allow us not to give up, to not stop dreaming,
and to not stop looking forward with hope? For this first quarter of the year let us
look for the signs of isolation, invitation and inspiration. 

Our eyes should be trained for invitations. Invitations to grow, engage, enjoy,
embrace, explore and examine. Invitations abound for us to experience joy, peace,
and love even in the midst of the craziness of the world. Invitations to embrace our
is-ness, our true selves, our enough-ness and our humanity. Invitations to laugh and
sing loud and off key. Invitations to dance to favorite songs, to eat the cake, plant the
gardens, write the books. Life is filled with invitations. 

Our hearts should be opened to inspiration. To be inspired by the kindness of others
that nudges us to pass it on. Inspired to sit still and enjoy sacred moments that can
never be recaptured or recreated. Inspired to have conversations to share stories and
meals, to share tears and shoulders. May our hearts be inspired, softened and opened
to the many ways in which we can be touched.

The danger of isolation is real. It is the cutting off from God and others, from which
we risk the danger of never emerging. It is the intentional separation without a plan
of reintegration. Isolation diminishes hope; and hope is our lifeline.

Life is indeed too short. The seasons come and go far quicker than we can hope or
desire. Don’t miss one moment of the life God offers us, by shutting yourself off
from the many ways in which God shows up. Hold fast to hope. God is not finished.

May 2022 be the unexpected blessing you didn’t know to ask for; the unexpected
gift you never thought you’d receive.

   -- Pastor Pat
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Dear St. Paul’s family – 

You will hear so much about the new year and its goings-on in the pages of this
Epistle, and I hope you find many things that spark joy in you.  Before that, though,
I offer you this “Blessing For The New Year” by Meta Herrick Carlson: 

Peace,
       Pastor Kate
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10:00 AM - 3:00  •  PM Monday-Thursday 
The office is open Monday-Thursday. Appointments are strongly recommended,
since individuals may arrange off-site visits, meetings, or work-from-home hours.
Church offices are closed Fridays & Saturdays, and federal holidays including 
 Monday, January 17, 2022 (Martin Luther King Jr. Day)

Office Hours and Holidays

We, the community of St. Paul's United Methodist Church,
Kensington, welcome you in love. Jesus Christ accepts all, excluding
none. So we welcome and affirm you who are gay, straight, lesbian,
bisexual, transgender, or queer. We welcome you without regard to

your sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, national
origin, culture, race, ethnicity, ability, education, or age. We

welcome you no matter your immigration, marital, or economic
status. Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, we welcome and

affirm you as one of God’s children into our community of God’s
unbounded love. All are celebrated here and all are safe.

Welcoming Statement

Before resolutions, reflection.
Last year merits a moment
for setting free both grief and gratitude
for what has already been,
things within and beyond my control.

Remembering grants time to ask,
Am I running away from what was
or toward what still might be?

Perhaps this year’s resolve is to
heal who I already am.  My person
does not need fixing or replacing so much as 
mending and gentle attention.

This requires deeper promises,
a sacred acceptance of the one
who deserves so much more than
this annual beat down,
this withholding of grace and tenderness.

Begin by reacquainting yourself and
confessing the fear of being truly known.
That is resolution enough
today and every day.



WorshipEpistleTheEpistleThe
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We warmly welcome everyone to worship each week. We are closely
monitoring the covid rates in our area and adapting to keep everyone as
safe as possible. The most up-to-date information will be available on our
website, Facebook, or by phoning the main office at 301-933-7933. 

Sundays this month:
January 2, 9, 16, 23, 30

Online worship only in January. No in-person worship. 
Clergy and staff will livestream from the Sanctuary each Sunday

at 10:30 AM at stpaulsk.org.
 

Sunday, January 9: Star Words to kick off the new year. See below for
more information!

Sunday, January 16: Human Relations Special Sunday in the UMC and
recognizing new committee members.

 
When we worship together, we will require all those attending to wear

masks covering the mouth and nose, regardless of vaccination status, and
will modify other aspects of worship including communion or choir.

Lectionary

January 23
1 Corinthians 12:12-31a
Preaching: Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton

January 9
Acts 8:14-17
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
Preaching: Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton

Worship Plans
January 2
Matthew 2:1-12
Preaching: Mr. Micah Smartt

January 16
1 Corinthians 12:1-11
Ephesians 4:11-16
Preaching: Rev. Dr. Pat Allen

January 30
Jeremiah 1:4-10
Luke 4:21-30
Preaching: Rev. Dr. Pat Allen

10:30 AM Sunday services will be available each week at 
stpaulsk.org/worship/worship-at-home

Worship Online Only in January

Star Words

Place your star somewhere you will see it every day, such as your bathroom mirror, refrigerator door or in the place where
you pray and study daily.
Study your word and write down its different definitions as a starting place for your discernment. Look up places in the
Bible where your word appears and study these throughout the year.
Take time to reflect and journal on a regular basis about how God is speaking to you through your Star Word. How has
meditating on your Star Word changed how you think, behave, and interact with others?

WHAT IS A STAR WORD?
On Epiphany Sunday, we celebrate the arrival of the Magi, who followed a star to the Christ Child in order to worship him and
know him better. Just as the magi have their star, each of you will receive a “star” with a word on it to help guide your walk
with God in the coming year. We hope your star will be a daily reminder of God’s desire for deeper relationship with you, and
the ways in which your walk with God can and should manifest in the ways we walk with others.

HOW DO I USE MY STAR WORD?
Here are a few suggestions for using your Star Word throughout the year to guide you in study, prayer and action:

A Message from Pastor Kate:
One of our cherished Epiphany traditions at St. Paul's is the distribution of
"Star Words." Unfortunately, this year we are unable to distribute star words in
person due to the ongoing pandemic. However, you can still receive one!

Option 1: Go to wordoftheyear.me. The word generator will generate your star
word for 2022.
Option 2: Contact Erin Steele in the church office at
stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org or 301-933-7933 and we will be happy to randomly
select and mail you a silver star with your Star Word on it.

HEALING

FORESIGHT

PRAISE
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Congregational CareEpistleThe

Jay Codner
and 
Tom McNutt

Celebration
We celebrate the
engagement of 

Joy

Thank You, Thank You

Mrs. Mabel Baker
3618 Littledale Rd
Apt. 218B
Kensington MD 20895

Dr. Jo Campa
301 Russell Ave
Wilson Building, #219
Gaithersburg MD 20877

Mrs. Dorothea Depenbrock
6602 Greyswood Road
Larmax Home
North Bethesda MD 20817

The following St. Paul's
members are currently unable
to participate in the life of the

church in-person, and
appreciate your thoughts and

expressions of care.

Mrs. Becky Little
Oak Park Arms
408 S. Oak Park Ave., #311
Oak Park IL 60302

Mary McCausland
4223 Colchester Drive
Kensington MD 20895

Mrs. May Oliveri
3616 Littledale Road
Room 208-B
Kensington MD 20895

Ms. Susie Propes
3301 S. Leisure World Blvd.
Apt. #2E
Silver Spring, MD 20906

Send a Card or Note Sympathy
We offer our deepest sympathies to those

who lost loved ones in the last month.

Rev. Dr. Pat Allen and family
following the death of her father

Alvin Vincent

Hola amigos, 
     Emilio Chu and family are grateful for the help and the
distribution of groceries, and the gift cards for the Giant or
Safeway supermarkets. It is a big help and a blessing to us from
our friends at St. Paul's United Methodist Church. Thank you
very much for the help.
     Blessing to you,
     Emilio Chu and Family      

The family of former member Pamela Lynn

Greyson John Allen

We celebrate the births of

son of Kristen and Stephen Allen
grandson of David & Karen Codner

Althea Pearl Butz
daughter of Matthew Butz & Rachel Zinser

granddaughter of Bill Butz

Seamus Anakin Graham-Lertora
grandson of Grace Graham

Chase Declan Ortiz
great-grandson of Jack & Martha Lipscomb
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Hunger Ministry - Feeding Neighbors in Need

Box of breakfast cereal or
instant oatmeal
Rice - 1 bag or large box or 2
small boxes
Beans - 1 bag or 2 cans
Pasta - 1 box or bag
Vegetables - 3 cans
Fruit (including applesauce) -
2 cans or jars

Pasta Sauce - 1 large jar or can
Mac & Cheese - 2 boxes
Chicken Breast - 1 or 2 cans
Tuna (or other fish) - 2 cans
Peanut Butter - 1 jar
Shelf stable milk (32 oz carton)
Healthy lunchbox snacks
(granola bars, single-serve fruit
cup packs, crackers, etc.)

Donation Items Requested

Every month, we provide shelf-stable pantry items and grocery store gift cards to anyone in 20895 seeking food assistance.
Interested in volunteering? Email Dawn Ely at hunger@stpaulsk.org or look for the sign-up link in the Weekly News
email! Want to help but can't volunteer? You can donate non-perishable food any time the building is open. Remember to
check that the use-by date isn't too close, and don't donate anything in glass. (It breaks!) 

Hello St. Paul’s family –

It is with deep sadness that we share the news of the death of Pastor Pat’s father, Alvin Vincent,
who passed peacefully on January 4, surrounded by his family. We are grateful that Pat was able
to share in her father’s final moments. Pastor Pat will be taking several days of bereavement
leave to care for herself and her family in the wake of this loss. Condolence cards are welcome
and may be sent in care of the church, or to Pastor Pat’s home address as printed in the directory.
Please refrain from calling or texting Pastor Pat until she is back in the office.

SPRC Message: Condolences on the Death of Alvin Vincent,
Pastor Pat's Father

A Message from Pastor Pat:

We embrace and celebrate the privilege of having two worship services at St. Paul's on Sundays. Each service is uniquely rich.
We also celebrate those times when we’re in the park and we come together as one worshiping family, seeing familiar faces
and meeting new faces. That is a connection and bonding we want to experience as many times as we are able as a
community of faith. Therefore beginning in 2022, when a month contains five Sundays, every fifth Sunday we will have one
worship service at 10:30 AM. It is our heartfelt hope that those who usually worship at 9:00 AM will join the great gathering of
witnesses at 10:30 AM, that we may all worship together. 

“I am the church! You are the church! We are the church together!”

Financial contributions are a
valuable, mess-free way to help out,
too. These allow us to buy bulk food
and grocery store cards which let our
families purchase perishables and
hygiene products; donate at
stpaulsk.org/giving or by check made
out to St. Paul's UMC with "Hunger
Ministry" on the memo line.  

"Fifth Sunday" Worship in Community

The family has requested that in lieu of flowers, donations be made to the Alzheimer’s Association 
in Mr. Vincent’s memory. (Visit www.alz.org/ for more information.)

The obituary for Mr. Vincent can be viewed at www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/columbia-md/alvin-vincent-
10515023. The family will have a private burial.

During this time, we request that all church business be directed to Pastor Kate and another member of the staff.
Please see page 2 of the Epistle or go to the Meet the Staff web page (stpaulsk.org/community/meet-the-staff) for
contact information.

If you have questions or concerns, you are invited to be in contact with Rachel Stalcup directly
(rachelstalcup@gmail.com or by phone at 708-945-0144).

Sincerely,
     Rachel Stalcup, SPRC Chair
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Ongoing ActivitiesEpistleThe

Tuesdays & Thursdays at 9:00 AM

Join clergy, staff, and guests
live twice a week and you may
find a meditation, reading, time
of music, or personal reflection.
Once the live session ends, the
video will be available for later
viewing. No Facebook account
required! 
facebook.com/
stpaulskensington

Daily Breath Prayerwaves

The organizers of the St. Paul’s craft fair would like to report that the
November craft fair was once again a success!  Thank you to all the
generous St. Paul’s parishioners and friends who made or purchased
crafts or helped setup and take down the displays.  

With the help of many we were able to raise $2,286. This year these funds
will be donated to Bambi Uganda, an organization that helps orphans in
Uganda and the families who care for them by providing financial,
technical and educational assistance to community based organizations,
and MoCo Pride Center which provides resources and advocates for the
LGBTQ community in Montgomery County.  

We plan to hold another craft fair next November, so please consider
saving some of your crafts for donation, knowing the work of your hands
will help many.

Craft Fair News

7:00-8:00 PM  •  Wednesdays
All are welcome at this contemplative
experience. The exact format changes week
to week, but typically Still Wednesday
offers a time of prayer in the form of poetry,
scripture, music, or art. There is usually 20
minutes of silent contemplative prayer,
listening, and a chance to reflect privately
or share. Meeting mostly by Zoom during
the winter months. Here is the Zoom log-in
information: Meeting ID: 815 9385 9811 
 Passcode: Oliver Feel free to text or call
Kenzie at 301-237-1520 for the latest about
meetings. 

Still Wednesday

In the event of weekday inclement weather, St. Paul's follows Montgomery County Public
Schools announcements regarding students' hours. When county schools are running on a
2-hour delay, our offices will open at 12:00 noon. When schools are closed, the office and
building will also be closed. Staff may choose work-from-home hours on inclement
weather days. 

When the church and schools are closed, any groups planning to meet at the church will
need to shift to an online format or reschedule. Contact group leaders for details.

For Sunday worship during weather events, the pastors will assess the forecast and make a
determination about holding in-person Sunday worship by 5:00 PM on the day before. Any
decision to cancel in-person worship will be shared on the stpaulsk.org website, through a
recorded announcement at 301-933-7933, weekly news email, and Facebook. Please
determine your own comfort level before considering venturing out, and choose to be safe.

Weather Policy

While we are in virtual worship, you can submit prayer requests using the online form at
stpaulsk.org/community/prayer-requests. Yellow prayer cards are in the pews for sharing joys or concerns
when we gather in person.

Wednesdays at 10:00AM

All are welcome at this time of
prayer by phone. Each session
usually lasts about half an hour.
After greeting one another, we
take turns praying for the concerns
of church members, friends, and
even those unknown to us. On
Wednesday, dial 425-436-6326 a
few minutes before 10:00 AM so we
are ready to begin on time. Then
enter access code 774042 followed
by the # sign.

Prayer Requests
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To share this story or read it online, go to www.bwcumc.org/news-and-views/st-pauls-umc-learns-of-faith-through-
stewardship/

Kicking off a Stewardship Campaign in the midst of a pandemic is either a demonstration of faith or one of the more
regrettable decisions a pastor can make. 

An energized Stewardship Committee spent the entirety of 2021 planting seeds of stewardship. The campaign however was
multi-faceted, focused on resources, time, and talents.

One of the ways this was accomplished was through a “Sow Seeds of Happiness” campaign. Twenty-five envelopes were
placed in the church narthex October 24, 2021, the official campaign kickoff.

In each of these brightly colored envelopes was $5, a pack of seeds for a butterfly garden, and instructions. The instructions
simply said plant the seeds and give the flowers that bloom away. Second, take the $5 and sow it into as many places as you
can. All 25 envelopes were gone by the end of the worship service. Why only 25? Two reasons: 25 is a multiple of 5 and the
number 5 holds the spiritual significance of God’s grace. The second reason was to shift the perspective from what we could
do, to what God could do through only 25 people.

The purpose of the seeds in a non planting season was to emphasize that God opens opportunities for sowing, which
sometimes means we have to wait so that the outcome is by God’s design and not ours.

Why $5 and not more? It was to show how you don’t need much to make a difference.

While no flower seeds have yet been planted, the results of sowing the $5 has resulted in some marvelous results!

One person took the $5 and with materials on hand crafted wooden Christmas ornaments that were then sold to raise
money for Habitat for Humanity. Last count that $5 investment has resulted in a $500 donation!

Another person used their $5 to purchase Dove chocolates, and placed each one in a bag with a note saying to spread a
random act of kindness. These sweet treats were given both anonymously and to some pretty appreciative cashiers and
receptionists.

Yet another person treated someone to lunch with their $5.

As if that wasn’t enough, the campaign seemed to spark an idea within the Justice and Compassion Ministry which kicked
off an Advent of Action campaign. Each week a different opportunity to put faith to work in the name of social justice. Week
One addressed food insecurity, Week Two disaster response, Week Three prison libraries, and Week Four homelessness.

These were not just campaigns but invitations inviting the congregation to be intentional in their stewardship, to think
about what they were doing, to understand who they were connecting with and to put their faith to work!

What great ways to sow seeds of happiness! 

There are still other seed stories to share. Please share your "seed story" from our Sowing Seeds of Happiness campaign by
emailing Pastor Pat at pallen@stpaulsk.org.

Sewing Seeds of Happiness

Stewardship: Faithful Giving
When you can pledge, it helps St. Paul's to plan our
budget and look ahead. We endeavor to be faithful
stewards of the resources provided by our members and
friends to grow the church, care for the less fortunate,
and meet our commitments to our community and
conference. To pledge for 2022, visit stpaulsk.org/giving
or pick up a pledge form at the office.

YES! We still have St. Paul's folding camp chairs - perfect for outdoor worship or family gatherings. Every household that
pledges will receive a chair as a thank you gift! Contact the office to pick one up.

mailto:pallen@stpaulsk.org
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During Advent, J&C’s Advent of Action provided St. Paul’s the
opportunity to live out Jesus’ call to feed the hungry, clothe the
naked, and visit the sick and imprisoned. We helped restore
dignity for those without homes by assembling dozens of UMCOR
hygiene kits and collecting household and personal items for men
staying in the Montgomery County Coalition for the Homeless
shelter; empower and lift up those in prison by donating boxes of 

Movie Night: Hidden Figures

The Martin Luther King, Jr.
holiday is Monday, January
17, 2022. Looking for a way
to give back this MLK Day?
Visit the Montgomery County
Volunteer Center for ideas!
https://www.montgomeryco
untymd.gov/volunteercenter/
volunteers/MLK.html

The entire congregation dispersed into the community in J&C’s Great Day of Service.
Volunteers assemble hygiene kits for UMCOR, greeting cards for St. Paul's Card Ministry,
picked up many bags of trash in Ken-Gar Palisades Park, collected food items for Hunger
Ministry, and donated two vans worth of clothing and household goods for Wider Circle.

Last summer a dozen J&C members gathered together for some socially distant fellowship
with our annual outdoor, potluck lunch. Chickens were available to eat and pet!

 January 25, 2022 • 7:00 PM  •  Zoom

All are invited to join next month's discussion  of I’m Black. I’m Christian. I’m Methodist. One of the
contributors,  Rev. Dr. Tori Butler of Asbury Town Neck UMC, will lead our conversation about the
the book which includes narratives by ten Black women and men as they explore life and reveal the
shared and distinct struggles of being Black in the Church, facing historic and modern racism. “This
book is a powerful collection interweaving personal stories, denominational and intercultural
practices, and Black lives bearing hopeful witness. Readers will think more deeply about the
meaning of beloved community and the embodiment of the justice of God.” (Harold J. Recinos,
Professor of Church and Society, Perkins School of Theology, Southern Methodist University) 

Better Humans Book Club

MLK Day
Volunteering

Advent of Action
Coming Up!
Saturday, Feb. 5
6:00 PM 
Fellowship Hall

In February, J&C will
host a screening of
Hidden Figures. The
film tells the
incredible story of
three brilliant African-
American women
who served as the
brains behind many
of NASA’s most
famous launches. 

Coming up: On February 24, the Better Humans Book Club will meet to discuss Don Marbury’s My People, My People, My
God. Don Marbury is the senior pastor of Ebenezer AME Church in Hagerstown, MD.

For childcare, contact Travis
Stalcup at justice@stpaulsk.org.

new and gently used books
for incarcerated
individuals through DC
Books to Prisons prison
libraries, and provided
food relief to  our
neighbor-clients of St.
Paul’s Hunger Ministry.

2021 J&C: A Year In Review

St. Paul’s and J&C continued it support to
Interfaith Works by donating items for our annual
Backpack Build.

J&C members decked out the church van in
rainbow bunting to participate in the DC Pride
Parade and celebrate our new status as a
Reconciling congregation.

To spread some Christmas cheer, J&C baked four
dozen cookies, a crockpot of hot cocoa (with
marshmallows!), and brewed 248 ounces of Black
Acres Coffee, a Black-owned roaster in Baltimore.
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United Methodist Men
“The purpose of the United Methodist Men is to engage in a variety of Christ-centered activities for the benefit
of the ministries, programs, and activities of the church and its members.”

UMM activities continue to be on hold, as we consider how best to move forward.  We continue to solicit your ideas of
what things the UMM should do, how it could better serve the needs of the church and its people, and who might be
an effective participant in leading us into the future. Please send you thoughts and suggestions to Steve Lillie at
stevelillie@verizon.net

This month, we draw your attention to the superior efforts of the scouting units sponsored by the UMM at St. Paul’s. 
 All through the pandemic, Troop 439 and Pack 478 have continued many activities, conducting meeting outdoors,
maintaining social distance on hikes and campouts, and undertaking projects to enhance our community.  Leaders
have helped scouts have fun while learning the essentials of physical and mental fitness, citizenship, and character.  In
December we welcomed the Troop and Pack back into church building, where they are meeting again after nearly 2
years in alternative locations.

Don’t forget: We include all male members and friends of St. Paul’s as part of The United Methodist Men. There are no
dues or fees to join.

Women's Circles
The Lydia Circle and Martha Circle will not meet at St. Paul’s during January due to wintry weather and precautions
around covid.

Ladies interest in the Lydia Circle should contact Susan Schwarz (susan10748@aol.com or 301-339-8242) for the latest
news about meetings. Regular meetings are usually on the first Wednesday of the month at 7:00 PM at St. Paul's.

Anyone interested in keeping up with Martha Circle activities should contact coordinator Ginny Hagberg
(mdcatlover@aol.com, 301-770-7624) for the latest news and updates. Regular meetings are usually on the first
Wednesday of each month at 10:30 AM at St. Paul's followed by lunch. 

The return of Taste & Sing has been postponed due to rising covid rates in our
community. When we can gather together, we invite everyone to this monthly
gathering of music, prayer, and lunch. We open with an opportunity to share in
singing a few of our favorite hymns - we take requests! Then we move into a short
program focusing on a composer or lyricist so we can learn more about the stories
behind the hymns. No musical experience needed!  Join our praying, playing, singing
staff Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton, Dr. Meg Baker, and Dr. Erin Bone Steele for this
time of fellowship. No musical experience needed! Stay for a tasty lunch provided by
Ginny Hagberg. There is no registration and no cost to attend, although donations
for lunch are welcome.

Taste & Sing - Postponed!
JANUARY EVENT CANCELLED
February 15  •  12:00 noon  •  Octagon
(subject to change based on covid)

Photo from Scout Sunday pre-recorded in the Sanctuary, 2021



www.stpaulsk.org10 • The Epistle • January 2022

Read Through The BibleEpistleThe

Love
is  a

Verb
Do your best to read each section fully, but keep a journal where you write down a “best thought” from each day’s
scriptures. This will help you remember what you’ve read and will be a great aid for our monthly discussions!
Pray as you go! I often am prompted to pray for a particular person or situation as I study Scripture; instead of waiting
until the end of my study time, I just say a quick prayer right away and keep reading. Listen for the nudging of the Holy
Spirit as you read God’s word!
The readings are different lengths; some longer, some shorter. Plan to spend the same amount of time every day with
your reading. If it’s a short one, take the time to meditate on phrases that strike you, or read again in a different
translation than you usually use.
As you read, ask yourself: “How do I live out the heart of this Scripture?” James 1:22 tells us to be “doers of the word,
and not hearers only.”  How is God calling you to live differently as a result of what you’ve read?

A Message from Pastor Kate:

Some of you may have read through the Bible more than once in your lives; others of you have only read bits and pieces. 
 Some (like me!) may have tried to read the Bible cover-to-cover and gave up halfway through Leviticus.  

Whatever your prior experience with Scripture, reading the Bible and increasing our familiarity with its words is a foundation
of faith for all Christians and particularly for us as Methodists. Scripture is one of the four sides of the “Wesleyan
Quadrilateral” and a primary way in which we discover anew God’s grace for us.

Pastor Pat and Pastor Kate are offering the entire congregation the opportunity to read through the Bible together over the
next two years, using a plan developed by Dr. Steven Witmer of Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary.  Each month, the
pastors will offer an open Q&A session over Zoom where you can discuss the readings, ask questions and share your
discoveries with other members of the congregation.  

Our first Q&A session will be Thursday, January 27 at 7:00 PM.  

Here are a few tips to keep in mind as you journey with us:
1.

2.

3.

4.

Read Through the Bible: A Two-Year Plan

Schedule for January & February
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We've been in contact with the conference camps and have

settled on some dates to try to get back into the swing of

things with both groups. If you see an issue with one of our

proposed dates, and you/your youth want to attend our

retreat weekend, please let me know sooner rather than

later - it's much easier to look for other dates that may

work if we have a better idea of who wants to attend and

what they can make work! 

Without further ado, here are the dates we currently have

on the calendar! 

High School SPY Spring Retreat - March 4-6, 2022

Middle School SPY Spring Retreat - March 18-20, 2022

We will be following the Covid-19 protocols that the

Baltimore Washington Conference Retreat and Camping

Ministries has set forth, including submitting a report on

the vaccination status on all participants - which is why

you'll see that question in our Registration forms.

Usually, we need at least one parent chaperone to drive

and hang out with us over the weekend - if you are

interested or would like more information about

chaperoning retreats, please contact Micah!

SPY BriefingEpistleTheEpistleThe

SPY (St. Paul's Youth) is open to all friends of St. Paul's in grades 6-12.

January Meetings Canceled

The confirmation process and class component is geared

towards 7th & 8th graders - we believe this is the time in

their lives when youth are able to understand broad

theological concepts and make a decision on whether or

not they would like to: a) be a Christian, b) become a part

of the United Methodist Church, and c) join St. Paul's UMC

Kensington.

Information about Confirmation 2022 has gone out and a

registration link is on our website at

stpaulsk.org/community/youth. 

We as that registration be completed by January 16, in

order to help us get a sense of our class size and how best

to handle our process this year! 

This year's Confirmation will hopefully look a little more

"normal" than last year's. Currently, we are still making

decisions about our Confirmation Retreat (whether we start

our journey with it, end with it, or cancel it altogether).

Because the COVID situation is ever-changing, we may not

be able to do everything we have planned. Updates will be

sent out as we begin to solidify details this month. 

Wilderness Trail

Dates for Wilderness Trail 2022 have been set! We will be

hiking July 26 - July 31.

We have a total of 12 spots for youth and up to 2 for Adult

Chaperones. This year, Wilderness Trail welcomes the

return of junior staff to our groups - which means one less

youth for each group - so be sure to sign up early.

Wilderness Trail expects that by Summer 2022, they will be

able to welcome back many past traditions in their fullness.

More information is now available on our website, along

with our registration form! 

Wilderness Trail is a backpacking ministry set along the

Appalachian Trail in southern Virginia with the aim of

participants getting to better know themselves, each other,

and God as we hike and camp over 4 days on the trail and

activities at "the Property."  Wilderness Trail is designed for

6th - 12th graders of the 2021-2022 School Year.

2022

Confirmation

Retreats Spring 2022!

We at SPY have made the decision to cancel meetings for

January - we feel that since the church has made the

decision to cancel in-person worship, it would be safest to

follow suit and cancel our meetings for the month as well.

We'll keep assessing COVID safety as we draw nearer to

February and make more decisions then. We'll keep you

updated as best we can with all the decisions we are

making via our website, Instagram, and our weekly email.

Our old virtual meeting and games platform (Backyard) is

no longer in service, so we are looking into other

possibilities for an online game night this month, but we

don't want to make any promises. If we can put something

together that we think would work for an online game

night before the end of January, we'll notify every via our

weekly email. 

As of right now, we are planning to return to in-person

meetings on the first weekend of February with a special

event - Everyone's Birthday Party! We'd be celebrating

birthdays almost every week if we celebrated them as they

came, so instead we save them all up and celebrate all at

once. Look for more details later this month on our weekly

email and website.



Worship with St. Paul's
Worship Online: 
     Sundays, January 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 at 10:30 AM 
     (no in-person worship during January due to covid concerns)
     Worship-at-Home Livestreaming every Sunday at 10:30 AM
     stpaulsk.org/worship/worship-at-home   

Epistle Options
Email (color)
Send an email to stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org 
to be added to the email list.

Download (color)
Go to stpaulsk.org/community/epistle-weekly-news

Mail (black & white)
Contact the church office at 301-933-7933 ext 100 or
stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org to be added to the mailing list.
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