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Letter from the Senior Pastor
Welcome to 2021!
As you read this we have closed the door on 2020 and stepped into this brand new
year. We are also entering our second year as pastor and congregation, one of the
many things for which I give God praise! For the many challenges 2020 presented,
2021 offers as many opportunities.
Our theme for this entire year is “Together With Joy.” This is the thematic
umbrella under which all of our work for 2021 will be completed. Together we are
reminded that nothing can separate us from the love of God and that we are one,
whether we are physically present with each other or connected virtually. It is the
standard by which our work will be accomplished, together, with every voice
having a seat at our tables of work and discussion, no one left behind. It is the vision
into which we live: learning to live together not always agreeing but appreciating
our divine uniqueness, and recognizing each person as valued and necessary.
Can I promise this year will not be as difficult as last? As much as I would love to,
that is beyond my ability to order.
But I do promise that the work in which we engage will be done in accordance
with these three principles:
To do all the good we can. This means we will explore and engage in
opportunities to serve in every way God offers.
To do no harm. We commit to serving in ways that cause no harm to those
serving or those we serve.
To be faithful stewards. We will manage with transparency and integrity all
that God has entrusted to our care.
Beloved, we will do this with joy, joy that is the active manifestation of our delight
in God, our God who has ushered us into this new season.
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And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy
shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall
flee away. (Isaiah 35:10 NRSV)
Peace and Blessings
-- Pastor Pat
St. Paul's United Methodist Church • 10401 Armory Avenue • Kensington MD 20895
301-933-7933 • stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org • www.stpaulsk.org

From the desk of Pastor Kate
Dear St. Paul’s family –
“I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?” – Isaiah
43:19

Contact Us
SENIOR PASTOR
Rev. Dr. Patricia Allen
pallen@stpaulsk.org

Friends, we have survived the chaos that was the year 2020 – but what does this
new year, 2021, hold in store for us? I wish I could tell you what it means for life, the
universe, and everything – but for now, let me share what’s coming next in the life
of our church!

ASSOCIATE PASTOR
Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton
kfulton@stpaulsk.org

Some changes are coming your way thanks to the feedback you’ve so generously
provided to our leadership team. For example, in 2021 we will ALWAYS have Sunday
worship at 10:30 AM – livestream or pre-recorded, indoor or outdoor, virtually or in
person – every week we will now worship at the same time! We are planning to
worship remotely through Lent and will provide additional guidance for April and
beyond as soon as we are able to do so.

YOUTH PASTOR
Mr. Micah Smartt
msmartt@stpaulsk.org

One change our staff has been mulling over quite a bit in recent years has been the
need for St. Paul’s to have its own distinctive logo, an image that instantly identifies
our church historically and shows our vision moving forward. Thanks to the hard
work of Micah Smartt, we’re now ready to unveil this new branding, which you can
see below. We’ll be revamping our website, exterior signage and social media
presence to incorporate these new images in the next few months, so look out for
the new St. Paul’s logos!
Another “new thing” launching this year is a partnership between our pastors and
the United Methodist chaplain at Howard University, Rev. Alexis Brown. As part of
this partnership, we’ve invited a peer minister from Howard to preach at St. Paul’s
in the near future, and we look forward to finding more ways to support the Wesley
Foundation at Howard and the students it serves!
Finally, the building renovation we have been anticipating for many years will kick
off in 2021. When we do return to indoor, in-person worship, you will be able to use
new ADA-accessible entrances, take advantage of new accessible restrooms, and
have more room to socialize at a safe distance in the Narthex.
We are so looking forward to all the new things God is doing in the life of St. Paul’s.
Won’t you join us as we enter this new year and embrace all it has to offer?
Peace,
Pastor Kate

DIRECTOR OF
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Dr. Meg Baker
mbaker@stpaulsk.org
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC
Mr. N. Thomas Pedersen
tpedersen@stpaulsk.org
ORGANIST
Mr. Marvin Mills
mmills@stpaulsk.org
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR
EPISTLE EDITOR & LAYOUT
Dr. Erin Bone Steele
stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org
TREASURER
Mrs. Michelle Gregonis
mgregonis@stpaulsk.org
FACILITIES MANAGER
Ms. Tracey Furman
tfurman@stpaulsk.org
Visit us online at
stpaulsk.org/community/
meet-the-staff
Main Church Phone:
301-933-7933
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Congregational Care
Send a Card or Note
The following St. Paul's members are currently unable to participate in the life
of the church in-person, and appreciate your thoughts and expressions of care.

Mrs. Pauline Banyasz
3620 Littledale Road
Apt. HT 105
Kensington MD 20895
Mrs. Angela Barr
8207 Meadowbrook Lane
Chevy Chase MD 20815
Mrs. Marianne Blankenship
3501 Woodridge Ave.
Wheaton MD 20902
Mr. Frank Johnson
110 Apache Trail
Winchester VA 22602

Mrs. Grace Lawson
8413 Nunley Drive, Apt. D
Baltimore, MD 21234
Mrs. Helen Lidie
14809 Pennfield Circle
#415
Silver Spring MD 20906
Mr. & Mrs. Harold & Del Moyer
419 Russell Ave
Apt. 114
Gaithersburg MD 20877

Card Ministry
The Card Ministry has an online version of the Congregational Care List (aka
the "Sick List" - although it's not just for sick people). This is one way we can
let our church family know we care when they experience illness, grief, or
joyous life changes. To access the list:
Email Erin Steele in the church office (stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org).
You will receive a reply email with a link. Simply click the link and a
spreadsheet will open.
The spreadsheet contains names, current addresses, and updates about
members and friends who would appreciate cards and prayers.
Select the individual(s) on the list to whom you’d like to send a card.
Type your name in the box next to the card recipient(s) you’ve selected.
Write a personal note or just sign a card. Be sure to reference “St. Paul’s
UMC" - that way the recipient knows about your St. Paul’s connection!
Then address the envelope and add a stamp, and drop it into the mail.
This is a BYOC&P (Bring Your Own Cards & Postage) project.

Joy
We celebrate the birth of

Carli Marie
DaSilva

granddaughter of
Rebecca DaSilva

Celebration
We rejoice at the marriage of
Colin Kirk and Kiernan Cannan

Sympathy
We extend our deepest
sympathies to those who lost
loved ones during the month of
December.
the family of

Claire Kordella

following her death
the family of

Richard Rice

following his death

Christine Mollenauer

following the death of her father

Bob Ahearn

Jim Mollenauer

following the death of his mother

Marjorie Mollenauer
Anthony Revenis

following the death of his sister

Susan Revenis Sobotor
John Regan

following the death of his mother

Mary Frances Doherty Regan
Beth Weaver

following the death of her mother

Rosemary McGee
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Worship & Prayer
Lectionary

SundayWorship
Times for 2021

January 3
Matthew 2:1-12
Preaching: Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton

We want you to know we’ve heard
you! Beginning January 1, 2021 our
online worship and any outdoor
services will be held at:

January 10
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
Preaching: Rev. Dr. Pat Allen

10:30 a.m. on Sundays

January 17
John 2:1-11
Preaching: Rev. Dr. Pat Allen

We appreciate your patience as we
navigated these past several months
with a fluctuating worship schedule.

January 24
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10
Luke 4:14-21
Preaching: Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton

We will continue to re-evaluate the
public health situation and once
conditions allow us to return to the
Sanctuary, we will notify our
community.

January 31
Psalm 111
Preaching: Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton

Still Wednesday
Wednesdays • 7:00-8:00 p.m.
Still Wednesday meets on Wednesday
evenings at 7:00 pm using Zoom. Join
us for an hour of contemplative
prayer, stillness, and connection.
Open to all! Email kenzier@rcn.com or
call Kenzie Raulin at 301-237-1520 for
the Zoom link or more information.

stpaulsk.org/worship/worship-athome

Come, come whoever you are,
wanderer worshiper, lover of leaving--it doesn't matter.
Ours is no caravan for despair.
Come even if you have broken your vows
a thousand times.
Come, once again come.
- Jalal al-Din Rumi, 13th Century Poet and Sufi Mystic

Praying Together

Prayerwaves, a conference-call prayer time over
the phone, is held at 9:45 a.m. each Tuesday. All
are welcome.
Dial 425-436-6326 and when a voice asks for the
“access code," type in 774042, then press # to join.

Pastoral
Care

Mondays • Wednesdays • Fridays
9:00 a.m. • Facebook Live

To contact the pastors directly for pastoral care concerns,
email or cell phones are usually the best ways to be in touch.

Rev. Dr. Pat Allen, senior pastor (pallen@stpaulsk.org, 410-963-8942)
Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton, associate pastor (kfulton@stpaulsk.org,
301-524-5196)

Prayer Requests
If you have a prayer request, please use our secure form:
stpaulsk.org/community/ prayer-requests You will have the option to
share confidentially with the pastors or with the entire prayer team.
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Use your social media time for good! Three
mornings a week (except holidays) leaders
from St. Paul's take turns inviting you to pause,
breathe, and start your day sharing a moment
of music, meditation, or prayer. The video also
remains available for viewing after the live
session closes. Go to
www.facebook.com/stpaulskensington/ - no
Facebook account required!

www.stpaulsk.org

Thank You, Thank You
Holiday Giving
Thank You
A message from Kim Longsworth
Romans 12:13 tells us: “Share with the Lord’s
people who are in need. Practice hospitality.”

Although we could not invite our Hunger Ministry families into the building to extend holiday cheer, St. Paul’s rose to the
occasion by sending Christmas to their homes. Your generosity made it possible to serve 153 households and 296 children, a
combination of the families we serve each month and the county referrals through the Holiday Giving Project. That is a
multitude of gift cards! Most impressive was your answer to the call for personalized greeting cards. Literally hundreds of
thoughtfully crafted cards arrived with messages of good tidings and hope for the New Year. Those in need will have a
brighter holiday because of your faithful contributions to the community. Thank you.

“You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will
result in thanksgiving to God." 2 Corinthians 9:11

Notes from
Members &
Friends

Dear Pastor Pat, Kate, and St. Paul's,
I was so touched by the outpouring of love and comforting words I received at the passing of
my brother. Please know you have helped carry the load of grief and shown me brighter days
ahead, treasuring memories of my brother with joy and love.
In Christ's love,
Suzan Crump

Thank You from our Hunger Ministry Families
Here are just a few of the notes we've received from families touched by our Hunger Ministry programs this holiday season.
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Christian Education
Forward
Bible Study

A Disciple's Path
Short-Term Study
Sign up deadline: Jan. 8
Classes: Tuesdays, Jan. 12 - Feb. 16
7:30-8:30 pm
meeting via Zoom

This study, led by Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton, uses A
Disciple’s Path: A Guide for United Methodists by James
Harnish and Justin LaRosa to help participants develop
spiritual practices, discover their unique gifts, and engage in
ministry that brings transformation to their own lives and to
the lives of others and the world. There is no fee for the
class, however participants are asked to purchase the
workbook independently (about $15). The sign-up link and
details are at stpaulsk.org/community/adult-education

Tuesdays, 4:00-5:00 pm
Jan. 5, 12, 19, 26
Wednesdays, 4:00-5:00 pm
Jan. 6, 13, 20, 27
Pursuing a godly life involves action, and this DVD-based
study by Nick Cunningham focuses on 2 Peter 1:3-11 to help
participants grow in faith, knowledge, and actions consistent
with a Christian life. Dr. Meg Baker will be leading this study
via Zoom, offered at two different days/times. All are
welcome to participate on a regular or drop-in basis. There is
no fee; the participant book is not required but can be
purchased for about $12. Go to
stpaulsk.org/community/adult-education to sign up.

Saturday Morning Bible Study
Saturdays • 11:00 a.m.-12:00 noon • no text required
This study group uses the BibleProject’s Church at Home: Small Group Bible Study. Each week’s session includes a brief audio
talk, a short video about a biblical theme, and a time of interactive Bible study and discussion. St. Paul's study sessions are led
by Dr. Meg Baker, Director of Christian Education. Upcoming topics are:
January 9 – Sabbath Rest: how can we rest in the midst of restlessness?
January 16 – Love: we love because he first loved us
January 23 – Image of God: made in his image, we are called to actively participate with God in bringing unity to our
community
January 30 – Gospel: Rediscovering the potency and power of the Good News
All are welcome to participate in this one-hour, no-prep weekly opportunity on a regular or drop-in basis. Please go to
stpaulsk.org/community/adult-education to sign up or contact Meg Baker at mbaker@stpaulsk.org or 301-933-7933 ext. 104.

Game Night
Coming Soon!

St. Paul’s is working to provide an opportunity for folks to gather for an
intergenerational game event, either online or in-person in the Fellowship Hall, one
cold winter’s night in early 2021. Stay tuned for details! For more information or to
volunteer contact Meg Baker at mbaker@stpaulsk.org or 301-933-7933 ext. 104.

American Bible Society
Allow the Scriptures to speak to you as you read the Bible each day. Engaging in regular
“dialogue” with biblical text reveals new understandings about God, and about yourself.
The American Bible Society provides many free Bible resources to help you engage God’s
Word and encounter the God of the Bible. You can download their most recent Daily Bible
Reading Guide at stpaulsk.org/adult-education. The two-page layout is designed to be
printed and folded as an easy-to-carry pamphlet and provides a year-long schedule of
Bible readings.
Additional opportunities abound on the ABS website (bibleresources.americanbible.org).
You can subscribe to Daily Bible Verse emails or access topic-specific Bible resources,
such as context, practical applications for daily life, or short independent studies on each
book of the Bible. Helpful tools include “Getting the Most Out of Your Bible Reading,”
which offers tips and prompts to deepen your reading experience.
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Sunday School
Our wonderful team of Sunday
School teachers provide video
lessons for students from age 2
through 5th grade. The virtual
sessions range from 10 minutes
for the preschool set to 25
minutes for the older crowd and
are available for viewing any time:
stpaulsk.org/community/sundayschool Families receive weekly
emails with updates,
downloadable children’s
bulletins, and family pages. If you
would like to receive emails,
contact Meg Baker
(mbaker@stpaulsk.org).

www.stpaulsk.org

Better Humans Book Club
The Better Humans Book Club, sponsored by St. Paul's Justice & Compassion Team, invites readers to engage with novels
and scholarly works that encourage conversations about social justice, faith, and the perspectives of historically
marginalized people.

January Book Club Selection
January 28
6:30-7:30 p.m.
via Zoom
For January, the Better Humans Book Club will discuss Dinaw Mengestu's 2008 book, The Beautiful
Things That Heaven Bears. Contact Travis Stalcup directly or email Erin Steele in the church office
(stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org) for the Zoom link to participate.
The New York Times calls The Beautiful Things That Heaven Bears "a great African novel, a great
Washington novel, and a great American novel."
The book follows the character Sepha Stephanos who settles in Washington, DC after fleeing the war in his native Ethiopia. Now
he finds himself running a failing grocery store in a poor African-American section of D.C., his only companions two fellow
African immigrants who share his bitter nostalgia and longing for his home continent. Years ago and worlds away, Sepha could
never have imagined a life of such isolation. As his environment begins to change, hope comes in the form of a friendship with
new neighbors Judith and Naomi, a white woman and her biracial daughter. But when a series of racial incidents disturbs the
community, Sepha may lose everything all over again.
Author Dinaw Mengestu was born in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, in 1978. He is the recipient of a MacArthur Fellowship, a fellowship
in fiction from the New York Foundation for the Arts and a Lannan Literary Fellowship, and was named a “20 under 40” writer to
watch by The New Yorker. Mengestu’s writing has appeared in The New Yorker, Rolling Stone, Harper’s, Granta, and other
publications. He lives with his family in Washington, D.C.
There is a copy of the book in the church library (contact the church office to arrange pick up). Additionally, copies are available
through the Montgomery County Public Libraries.

February Book Club Selection
February 25 • 6:30-7:30 p.m.
What is the best way to help those in need? How do we increase dignity while reducing dependency? The
Justice and Compassion team invites you to join a discussion of these questions and how we can better be
the hands and feet of Christ in the world. We'll read Toxic Charity: How Churches and Charities Hurt Those They
Help, And How to Reverse It by Robert Lupton.
In his four decades of urban ministry, Lupton has experienced first-hand how our good intentions
can have unintended,
dire
Pledge
for 2021
consequences. Our free food and clothing distribution encourages ever-growing handout lines, diminishing the dignity of the
poor while increasing their dependency. We converge on inner-city neighborhoods to plant flowers and pick up trash, battering
the pride of residents who have the capacity (and responsibility) to beautify their own environment. We fly off on mission trips
to poverty-stricken villages, hearts full of pity and suitcases bulging with giveaways — trips that one Nicaraguan leader
describes as effective only in “turning my people into beggars.”
In Toxic Charity, Lupton urges individuals, churches, and organizations to step away from these spontaneous, often destructive
acts of compassion toward thoughtful paths to community development. He delivers strategies for moving from toxic charity to
transformative charity.
Proposing a powerful “Oath for Compassionate Service” and spotlighting real-life examples of people serving not just with their
hearts but with proven and tested tactics, Lupton offers all the tools and inspiration we need to develop healthy, communitydriven programs that produce deep, measurable, and lasting change. Everyone who volunteers or donates to charity needs to
wrestle with this book.
A copy of Toxic Charity is available in the church library and as an audiobook from the Montgomery County Public Library.
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Ministries, Groups, & Committees
Yarn Ministry Updates
From Karen Codner
Even though we have not been able to meet in person for several months, the
Yarn Ministry has been keeping busy behind the scenes. We recently received a
request from a women's shelter in SE Washington DC for hats, gloves, scarves
or other warm items needed now that the weather is getting colder. With such
short notice, we didn't have time on our side, however, a few of our members
had large stockpiles of handmade items with the expectation that they would
be sold at our annual St. Paul's Craft Fair fundraiser. As this event was
cancelled, these items were on hand and ready to go to the women's shelter
where they were welcomed.
We continue to meet on Zoom and enjoy the fellowship. January meetings are scheduled for Jan. 11 & 25. We have even had
a few conversations about planning the 2021 Craft Fair. Here's hoping!

Staff Parish Relations
From Rachel D. Stalcup, SPRC Chair
Greetings from St. Paul's Staff-Parish Relations Committee (SPRC)! The SPRC
is a committee of church members who focus on fostering a strong
relationship between the staff and the congregation, and the congregation
and the district superintendent. We are in essence a personnel committee.
Did you know that each year, our pastors create goals and a plan to attain
those goals? Throughout the year, the SPRC receives regular updates on the
progress of those goals and ensures that the pastors have the resources
needed to carry them out. Here are our pastors' 2021 goals:

Lydia Circle
Meeting via Zoom
Lydia Circle is having a Zoom meeting every
other Friday, now at 1:30 pm (new time).
We invite any woman interested in joining
us to contact leader Susan Schwarz at
susan10748@aol.com or call 301-339-8242
for the invitation.

Pastor Pat's 2021 Goals
1. Work with Church Council to reimagine our administrative structure.
2. Provide financial education to the congregation and ministry leaders.
3. Equip and empower staff and laity toward missional leadership.
4. Adhere to the approved mission shares repayment plan.
5. Maintain self care and Sabbath.
Pastor Kate's 2021 Goals
1. Work with the Justice & Compassion team to develop a shared vision and
mission for their work, including community partnerships and feeding
programs.
2. Continue to improve overall health and wellness.
3. Facilitate congregational education and action around social justice
issues, including anti-racism, cultural competency, and LGBTQ+ inclusion.
4. Identify, develop, and empower the next generation of St. Paul's lay
leadership.

Here is a list of current SPRC members: Rachel D. Stalcup (Chair),
Beth Dennard, Mark Huff, Jenny Lipford, Mike McCurry, Beth Pierce,
Sarah Saleh, Arceli Suley, Marge Higgins (lay leader), Kenzie Raulin
(lay member to annual conference).
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Justice & Compassion
Team:
New Mission Statement
The Justice & Compassion team is excited
to announce its new mission statement:
"Our mission is to equip and empower
St. Paul’s UMC to be God’s hands and feet
in the global community, supporting
those on the margins, because we belong
to each other."
Christ needs agents in the world doing his
work in the world. Will you join us? Contact
Travis Stalcup (travisstalcup@gmail.com)
for information.

www.stpaulsk.org

Ministries, Groups, & Committees
The Capital Campaign
As the Building Renovation moves along and we look forward to gathering in
a more accessible and usable Narthex, Octagon, and office wing, we also
encourage those who are able to fulfill your Capital Campaign pledges of
support. Donations made by check can be mailed to the church office or
made online using the stpaulsk.org/giving portal. Questions about the
Capital Campaign may be directed to Tim Simpson (tsimps7@gmail.com) or
to St. Paul's Treasurer Michelle Gregonis (mgregonis@stpaulsk.org, 301-9337933 ext 110). More information about the renovation plans approved by
church conference vote can be found at stpaulsk.org/community/renovation

Welcoming
Statement

We, the community of St. Paul's United Methodist Church, Kensington, welcome you in love.
Jesus Christ accepts all, excluding none. So we welcome and affirm you who are gay, straight,
lesbian, bisexual, transgender, or queer. We welcome you without regard to your sexual
orientation, gender identity or expression, national origin, culture, race, ethnicity, ability,
education, or age. We welcome you no matter your immigration, marital, or economic status.
Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, we welcome and affirm you as one of God’s
children into our community of God’s unbounded love. All are celebrated here and all are safe.

In accordance with governing principles laid out by The United Methodist Church, the
leadership at St. Paul's is comprised of a robust roster of church lay members from a variety of
Pledge
for 2021
backgrounds,
in addition
to clergy and staff. The names of committee members and chairs are
listed on our website at stpaulsk.org/community/meet-the-staff. Some committees, such as
the Church Council, makes finalized meeting minutes available for download here as well,
reflecting a commitment to shared governance and lay involvement.

Finance News

Church Council
and other
Committees

While it's seldom fun to discuss money, 2020 hit many of our families, charities, and
churches right in the finances. We are so thankful for all those whose donations made it
possible for St. Paul's to support those in our community who may be struggling,
continue our Christian Education opportunities, and take care of our beautiful worship
spaces and those we employ. You can give or pledge for 2021 at stpaulsk.org/giving, or
contact Michelle Gregonis, Treasurer (mgregonis@stpaulsk.org, 301-933-7933 ext 110).
The "fireside chat" between our pastors, incoming Church Council chair, and Finance
Committee chair meant to help our members and friends understand the financial
picture in more depth is still available at stpaulsk.org/service/lets-talk-about, and we
will continue to provide updates on the financial health of the church in 2021.

New Year, New Reading List?
"Read more books" is one popular New Year's Resolution. If you're looking for some ideas, here's Pastor Pat's reading list:
Sisters In Law by Linda Hirshman
Try Softer by Aundi Kolber
Tears We Cannot Stop by Michael
Eric Dyson
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Replenish by Lance Witt
To Make the Wounded Whole by
Lewis V. Baldwin
The Anatomy of Peace by The
Arbinger Institute

With Head and Heart by Howard Thurman
Meditations of the Heart by Howard
Thurman
Revolutionary Kingdom by Rev. Mike
Slaughter

www.stpaulsk.org

SPY News
SPY (St. Paul's Youth) is open to all friends of St. Paul's in grades 6-12.

2021 Plan
From Micah Smartt, Youth Pastor
Greetings Friends, and a Happy New Year to you all!
We hope this past holiday season was full of joy for each of you! While we had
hoped and planned for a modified return to weekly in-person programming
starting this month - and while the Re-Entering Well Team has approved our
plan - we have made the decision to delay this change in programming until a
time that health metrics improve. Until that time, we'll continue weekly
Zoom check-ins starting on Sunday, January 10.

SPY leaders Jay Codner, Holly Smartt, and Micah Smartt
showing off their Color Wars shirts in 2019

When our metrics do improve and our staff and volunteers feel comfortable, and get a go-ahead from our Re-Entering Well
Team, we will transition to our modified in-person programming.
Each week, only one of the groups will be meeting and this meeting will rotate based on who was last at church. So, when we
return, we'll start with the Middle High group, then the next week would be our Senior High group, then back to our Middle High
group, and so on and so forth, likely for the rest of the year. This limits the exposure between the youth - giving them 2 weeks
between contact with each other (and the only common human factor week to week will be Micah, Holly, and Jay), and gives
more time in between for a deep cleaning of the spaces we inhabit.
We hope that this transition comes sooner rather than later, so while the weather is cold, or if it is raining, the group gathering
will be held in Fellowship Hall, with doors open and fans running to create a better circulation of air. Once the weather begins to
warm up, we will likely transition back outside for a majority of our events. As always, masks will be required until further
notice.
As always, we thank you for supporting us as we continue to try to bring you the best youth programming that we can during an
ongoing global pandemic.

Change in SPY Communications
In an effort to cut down on some costs, streamline our flow
of information, and to be a little more environmentally
friendly, we've made the decision to stop production of the
SPY Briefing newsletter.

Happy
Holidays!

For now on, we'll be putting all of our SPY information into
the monthly Epistle. We'll be revising our website so it has
even more up to date with info than before.
We'll also be adding more information into our SPY weekly
email updates. Anyone who wants the emails can get on
the list. Just sign up by visiting
stpaulsk.org/community/youth and scroll down to find the
Sign-Up Forms section.
For special events, we plan to send out flyers and
postcards. While those mailings will be less frequent than a
monthly newsletter mailing, youth will still be receiving
mail from time to time to inform them of the goings-on.
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Please enjoy these
throw-back photos
from last year!

We had such a good time visiting during our Christmas Party
gathering last month - safely masked and distanced of course - that
we didn't manage to take any photos this year! (Everyone's faces
were covered, anyway!) Thanks to everyone who worked hard to
adapt and rise to the challenges of this year while still staying
connected with SPY friends.

www.stpaulsk.org

SPY News
SPY (St. Paul's Youth) is open to all friends of St. Paul's in grades 6-12.

Confirmation 2021
St. Paul’s 2021 Confirmation Class, open for youth in grades 7-9, will begin its journey in
January 2021. Members of the class will meet weekly from late January through mid-May.
This is a serious commitment for members of the class, known as confirmands, which
requires participation in class sessions, certain worship services, projects, and a preconfirmation rehearsal.
Because of the seemingly ever-changing Covid-19 situation, we are still making decisions
and plans about the day and time of the class, a possible special kick-off event, and a
possible extended gathering (retreat or lock-in) near the end of the class if public health
conditions allow for that. The Confirmation Class will be invited to join St. Paul’s as full
members on Pentecost Sunday, May 23, 2021.
An informational meeting will be held before classes start. Confirmands and parents will be strongly encouraged to attend.
To register, complete and submit the form online - visit stpaulsk.org/community/youth and scroll down to the sign up section.
Registrations have been extended. Please contact Micah Smartt (msmartt@stpaulsk.org) for more information or if you
have any questions!

Wilderness Trail 2021
Wilderness Trail is currently planning to take groups out on
the Appalachian Trail in 2021!
This trip allows youth to spend time in God's creation by
backpacking for 4 days along sections of the AT in Virginia
and/or Tennessee.
Each group consists of 6 youth, 2 adults, a Wilderness Trail
staff guide and junior staff.
This trip is open to all youth - grades 6 through 12, plus any
seniors from the class of 2020 that were not able to attend
this past year.
Micah has been in contact with the Director of W.T., and
while things are going to look a bit different this year, we will
keep you up-to date on what's going on as we get more
detailed information.
A Sign-Up Form should be available in February!
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Unsurprisingly,
due to Covid-19,
we weren't able to
go on any
Wilderness Trail
adventures in
2020. These
photos show just
some of our hikers
from previous
years. Here's
hoping that 2021
will let us get back
outside together
and onto the trails
again!

www.stpaulsk.org

Looking Back & Looking Ahead
Bits of History: Methodist Artifacts in Museums
Methodism has been around for nearly three centuries, and like any
300 year old institution, its trail through history has left countless
artifacts. Many have been saved and preserved in museums and
university collections. There is a World Methodist Museum located in
Lake Junaluska, North Carolina, that was a gift to the World Methodist
Council by American Methodists. It contains many such artifacts.
Another important collection is maintained by the General
Commission on Archives and History (GCAH) at Drew University in New
Jersey. Rev. Alfred T. Day, III, the General Secretary of GCAH, entitled
his recent newsletter e-mail "Methodists and the Macabre." By way of
explanation, he pointed out that the theme for the October 2020 issue
of the Methodist History journal has the same title.
In his email, Rev. Day described several of the unusual items in the
collection maintained at Drew University. They hold the only known
original death mask made of John Wesley. It had been made about six
hours after Wesley’s death. It has been in the collection since the
1890s. Death masks were commonly made in the 18th and 19th
centuries; among other purposes, they served artists who would later
create statues or portraits of an important deceased person. Three
copies of the mask were made in the 1990s and contributed to two
universities in the U.S., Duke and SMU.
Another strange artifact described by Rev. Day is George Whitefield’s
thumb. Whitefield was one of the early Methodism founders, along
with the Wesleys. He died in 1770 in Massachusetts and was buried in
the church’s ministerial crypt. He was so popular that people would
open the casket and remove bits of clothing and even bones. It was
the early twentieth century before the casket was protected by a slate
lid and such “souvenir collecting” stopped. In the 1980s a donor
donated a thumb that had been in his family for generations. It is now
in the GCAH collection at Drew.
St. Paul’s stained glass windows have panels depicting both Wesley
and Whitefield along with several other early Methodists.

Above: Photos from The World Methodist Museum in Lake
Junaluska NC. Visitors to the museum are greeted by flags
from around the world to remind visitors that the love of God
knows no boundaries; pictured above are flags of Guatemala,
Ireland, Rwanda, and Taiwan. The building holds displays of
artwork and artifacts.
Below: The GCAH building
on campus at Drew
University and the Wilson
Reading Room, where
archive materials can be
made available to anyone
who wishes to visit,
including personal papers of
Bishops and missionaries.

Contact Jack Lipscomb (jplipscomb@verizon.net or 301-774-2761) for more information about this article, the St.
Paul’s History Committee, or to purchase St. Paul's History Book, The Spirit of Methodism in Kensington, 1885-2007
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"Do Not Be Afraid"
This year's Christmas pageant looked very different, but nothing could stifle the celebration of the birth of Jesus. The pageant,
titled "Do No Be Afraid," features two dozen pageanteers (children and adults alike) and is available throughout the Christmas
season at stpaulsk.org/worship/advent-christmas. Here are some of the highlights! We are thankful for the contributions of all
our participants and the dedication of our coordinator and virtual director, Dr. Meg Baker, Director of Christian Education.

The Christmas story is kind of a crazy bedtime story, isn't it?
The Angel brings big news to Mary.

Mary visits her cousin Elizabeth - they're both having babies!
The Emperor is very magnificent.

Joseph packs for a road trip.

We've got shepherds, sheep,
angels, magi, stars, King Herod
(a.k.a. the Big Cheese), and a
family hymn sing-along to Silent
Night.
But the angel said to them, “Do
not be afraid; for see - I am
bringing you good news of great
joy for all the people: to you is
born this day in the city of David
a Savior, who is the Messiah, the
Lord." (Luke 2:10-11)
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Family Feature
Fun kid-friendly trivia, puzzles, and Bible verses prepared by our Director of Christian Education, Dr. Meg Baker.

The Whole Christmas Season
Did you know that Christmas isn't just one day? There are 11 more days of Christmas after December 25! When we sing The
Twelve Days of Christmas ("On the first day of Christmas, my true love gave to me: a partridge in a pear tree...") we’re singing a
song that takes place during the season of Christmas, sometimes called Christmastide. We continue to celebrate the birth of
Jesus through January 6, known as Epiphany, when the church commemorates the coming of the magi, or wise men. Read
Matthew 2:1-12 to find the three gifts they brought to Jesus. Then write or draw some things they (or we) might bring today.

Gifts Today

Gifts from the Magi
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________

Wishes for the New Year
May your new year be filled with...
HOPE
JOY
LOVE
PEACE
COMFORT
FUN
GOOD THINGS

The arrival of 2021 brings new possibilities, new promises, and
new hope. Whatever happens, it is helpful to remember that
God is always with us through thick and thin. God has made
great promises to us in his Word, the Holy Bible. You can find
some of these messages by reading Isaiah 41:10, Matthew
11:28, or Philippians 4:6-7.

See if you can find each wish in the puzzle below!

Just for grins...
How do you make the number one
disappear?
Add the letter "G" and it's "gone"
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January 2021
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Do you have news to share? Submit articles for the February edition of The
Epistle by January 15. Email your text or photos to Erin Steele at
stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org with the word "Epistle" in the subject line.

Friday

Saturday

1
New Year's Day
Church offices
closed, holiday
observed

2
No church
activities
scheduled

8
9:00 am Daily
Breath
(Facebook Live)

9
11:00 am Adult
Bible Study:
BibleProject
(Zoom)
11:00 am Funeral
for Mrs. Claire
Kordella
(stpaulsk.org)

Please note, all events are subject to change as the COVID-19 public health
situation, and our response to it, evolves.

3
10:30 am Worship at
Home (stpaulsk.org &
Facebook)

4
9:00 am Daily
Breath
(Facebook Live)

5
9:45 am
Prayerwaves
(phone
conference call)
4:00pm Forward
Bible Study
(Zoom)
7:00 pm Journey
Group (Zoom)

6
9:00 am Daily
Breath (Facebook
Live)
4:00pm Forward
Bible Study
(Zoom)
7:00 pm Still
Wednesday
(Zoom)

7
No church
activities
scheduled

Deadline to sign
up for A
Disciple's Path
class.

10
9:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship at
Home (stpaulsk.org &
Facebook)
4:30 pm Middle High SPY
(Zoom)
7:00 pm Senior High SPY
(Zoom)

11
9:00 am Daily
Breath
(Facebook Live)
11:00 am Staff
Meeting
7:00 pm Yarn
Ministry (Zoom)

12
9:45 am
Prayerwaves
(phone
conference call)
4:00 pm Forward
Bible Study
(Zoom)
7:00 pm Journey
Group (Zoom)
7:30pm Disciple's
Path class (Zoom)

13
9:00 am Daily
Breath (Facebook
Live)
4:00 pm Forward
Bible Study
(Zoom)
7:00 pm Still
Wednesday
(Zoom)

14
No church
activities
scheduled

15
9:00 am Daily
Breath
(Facebook Live)

16
11:00 am Adult
Bible Study:
BibleProject
(Zoom)

17
9:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship at
Home (stpaulsk.org &
Facebook)
4:30 pm Middle High SPY
(Zoom)
7:00 pm Senior High SPY
(Zoom)

18
9:00 am Daily
Breath
(Facebook Live)

19
9:45 am
Prayerwaves
(phone
conference call)
4:00 pm Forward
Bible Study
(Zoom)
7:00 pm Journey
Group (Zoom)
7:30pm Disciple's
Path class (Zoom)

20
9:00 am Daily
Breath (Facebook
Live)
4:00 pm Forward
Bible Study
(Zoom)
7:00 pm Still
Wednesday
(Zoom)

21
No church
activities
scheduled

22
9:00 am Daily
Breath
(Facebook
Live)

23
11:00 am Adult
Bible Study:
BibleProject
(Zoom)

25
9:00 am Daily
Breath
(Facebook Live)
7:00 pm Yarn
Ministry (Zoom)

26
9:45 am
Prayerwaves
(phone
conference call)
4:00 pm Forward
Bible Study
(Zoom)
7:00 pm Journey
Group (Zoom)
7:30pm Disciple's
Path class (Zoom)

27
9:00 am Daily
Breath
(Facebook Live)
4:00 pm
Forward Bible
Study (Zoom)
7:00 pm Still
Wednesday
(Zoom)

28
6:30 pm Better
Humans Book
Club (Zoom)

29
9:00 am Daily
Breath
(Facebook
Live)

30
11:00 am Adult
Bible Study:
BibleProject
(Zoom)

24
9:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship at
Home (stpaulsk.org &
Facebook)
4:30 pm Middle High SPY
(Zoom)
7:00 pm Senior High SPY
(Zoom)

31
9:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship at
Home (stpaulsk.org &
Facebook)
4:30 & 7:00 pm Middle &
Senior High SPY (Zoom)
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St. Paul's United
Methodist Church
10401 Armory Avenue
Kensington, Maryland 20895
301-933-7933 • stpaulsk.org

Worship & Bible Study
Worship-at-Home: Sundays at 10:30 AM
January 3, 10, 17, 24, 31
Go to stpaulsk.org/worship/worship-at-home
Meeting by Zoom and Video: Still Wednesday, Sunday School, and Bible Studies
On Facebook: Daily Breath, live Mondays/Wednesdays/Fridays
Over the Phone: Prayerwaves meets Tuesdays by telephone conference call

Epistle Options
Email (color)
Send an email to stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org
to be added to the email list.
Download (color)
Go to the St. Paul's website at
http://stpaulsk.org/community/epistle-weekly-news
Mail (black & white)
Contact the church office to be added to the mailing list.
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