
Letter from the Senior Pastor
Greetings Beloved,
       In approximately thirty-one days we will cross the threshold into a new year,
prayerfully a new reality, and new, yet unknown opportunities. We will have
journeyed 366 days together navigating the unexpected, traversing the unfamiliar,
and confronting the unimaginable. 
      Whether we realize or not, we will be the indisputable evidence of God’s grace
for creation.
       As the faith community in Rome wrestled with the difficulties of their
newfound faith, there were times they wanted to give up and times they wanted to
give in. Sometimes the struggle just to make it through the day can make our best
efforts seem all for naught. Yet Paul wanted to remind God’s people of the
unbreakable connection they held with the Most High.
       “Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. For I
am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things
present nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to
separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:37-39,
NKJV)
       This year has been a year of separation, from our routines, our work spaces, our
classrooms, our sanctuaries, and those we love. Most of this year has been spent on
the inside looking out, reflecting upon what we may have taken for granted,
wondering if we’d have the second bite to express appreciation. 
       And yet through all of this separation, God has never left us. God’s presence has
not been masked, but revealed in ways we never imagined. God’s love has been
contagious, shared in ways social distancing cannot prevent. God’s promises have
been manifested untainted by the rampant spread of disease and dis-ease. We have
never been separated from our Creator, and that is truly all that matters.
       So as we prepare to close the door on a year that has been, to say the least,
uncomfortable, let us not close it too quickly. Let us pause and give thanks that, 
“...neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present
nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able
to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Peace and Blessings
-- Pastor Pat 
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Dear St. Paul’s Family – 

As I was bustling around the chancel recently, preparing for a service, I found
something that stopped me in my tracks – a battered gold star with the word
“RENEWAL” on one side.

I know this star is a “leftover” from the first time we did Epiphany Star Words as a
congregation two years ago, but as I picked it up, it struck my heart as a word from
the Holy Spirit for St. Paul’s.  This year has been the hardest that many of us have
known for a very long time – perhaps the hardest ever for some.  We are battered
and bruised financially, emotionally, and physically from the roller coaster we’ve
been on together, even as we remain physically isolated from one another.  It’s hard
to believe 2020 will soon be at an end and we are walking boldly toward a new year,
full of hope and promise.  

Hope and promise are abundant, though, as we look to the Scriptures and begin
this new season of Advent and anticipation.  The people of Israel, too, were battered
and bruised, trapped under the heel of an occupying empire as a virgin and her
barren cousin met to secretly celebrate their dual pregnancies.  It would have been
hard to find two women less likely to bear a savior and a prophet, but then as now,
renewal appears in the unlikeliest of places.

I’ve gotten to know a little something about renewal this year as I’ve undergone a
lengthy recovery process from four different surgeries.  My physical therapists have
pushed me hard as I’ve re-learned to walk and worked to re-build muscled
atrophied from months of disuse.  This week, I’ll begin swimming laps at my local
rec center – the first exercise I’ve been able to engage in this year.  Renewal is never
easy – but the effort is always worth the reward.

As we seek to renew ourselves in mind, body, and spirit this Advent, may the hope
of the Messiah and the Spirit of peace surround you, beloved ones.

Peace,
      Pastor Kate
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Do You Get the Weekly News?
The Weekly News email is the best way to keep on top of the numerous opportunities
for fellowship, service, and worship at St. Paul’s. The email arrives in your inbox with a
message from the pastor, announcements about events, and the upcoming Sunday’s
scripture.  We also use this email list for weather-related alerts, and to send out a digital
copy of the Epistle each month. You can sign up at stpaulsk.org/community/epistle-
weekly-news or, if you don't want to sign up to receive emails, you can read it right
from the website each week by clicking where it says "Click HERE to read the Weekly
News message."



The following St. Paul's friends appreciate your thoughts and expressions of care.

Send a Card or Note

Mrs. Dorothea Depenbrock
6602 Greyswood Road
Larmax Home 
North Bethesda MD 20817

Mrs. Becky Little 
Oak Park Arms
408 S. Oak Park Ave., #311
Oak Park IL 60302

Mrs. May Oliveri
3616 Littledale Road
Room 208-B
Kensington MD 20895

Celebration
We rejoice at the marriage of

Tim Higgins & Kelcie Mack

My dear kind and thoughtful friends,
        Thank you all for your cards and
notes, and particularly for your prayers. I
feel certain that the reason I have been
feeling better lately is because of your
prayers. 
       The Lord has been very good to me,
and I am so grateful to you for your
kindness and love.
        Love,
        Claire Kordella

Dear friends at St. Paul's,
        I wanted to thank everyone for their
very sweet cards and kind words to me!
It always lifts me up to know that my
church family cares so much for me and
my family. My Mom after her stroke
keeps making great progress each day.
We are so thankful for your prayers for
our family!
        God is good all the time - even when
we don't understand his direction, we
are lucky he is at the wheel! Love to you
all. Stay safe.

Many thanks again,
Valerie Ramsey

Congregational Care
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Sympathy

following the death 
of her brother

Suzan Crump

Robert Emerson Greer III

We extend our deepest
sympathies to those
who lost loved ones
during the month of

November:

Thank You

Did you know...
Differences
between the

Weekly "Sick List"
and the Epistle

Card List
The "Send a Card or Note" list
published in the Epistle differs from
the Congregational Care list (aka
the Sick List) used by the Card
Ministry.

The Epistle "Send a Card or Note"
list (printed to the right) primarily
includes members who are
considered home-bound or are
unable to participate in the life of
the church in person. There's not
necessarily a specific illness or
single cause. There are two "Send A
Card or Note" groups that appear in
alternating issues in the Epistle, but
change little month over month or
even year over year.

The Congregational Care list
(sometimes called the Sick List,
although it's not just for sick
people!) was previously distributed
as a paper flyer each Sunday. This
list provides up-to-date
information - or as much as the
pastors can confirm in any given
week - with current addresses and
status updates for members and
constituents who become ill, are
grieving a loss, or who share a
specific joy like a new baby or
wedding. The average length of
time for a listing on the
Congregational Care list is 6 weeks.
We also rotate on and off those
folks with chronic health conditions
in order to add new names without
the list becoming too long. This list
is now available for use by our Card
Ministry. (See page 5 for details.)

If you have questions about either
list, please use the contact info on
page 2 to get in touch with Pastor
Kate, Pastor Pat, or Erin Steele in
the church office.

Ms. Susie Propes
3301 S. Leisure World Blvd.
Apt. #2E
Silver Spring, MD  20906

Dr. Jo Campa
301 Russell Ave
Wilson Building, #219
Gaithersburg MD 20877

Mary McCausland
4223 Colchester Drive
Kensington MD 20895
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Lectionary

A Message from Pastor Pat and Pastor Kate

During the pandemic we have been able to enjoy in-person fellowship in Reinhardt Park and in the Sanctuary for All Saints
Sunday. Few if any of us will deny the sense of normalcy that allowed us to reclaim, if only briefly. It reminded us of just how
much we missed being together.  

It was our sincerest hope that we would be able to celebrate worship in person on Christmas Eve. However, the rising
number of COVID cases statewide, state and local government re-imposition of more restrictive measures, the onset of the
flu season, and concern for each of you, has led to a difficult yet responsible decision. We will not be gathering for in-person
worship on Christmas Eve. We will continue to live stream and/or record services until further notice.

To be clear we have heard each of your voices: those who agree, those who disagree, those who say "not yet." It is out of our
caring concern for each of you that we have arrived at this difficult decision.

However, there are plans for music and other reminders of God present with us in this season, that will be shared during
Advent and on Christmas Eve. As you wait for details, you are encouraged to remember that Christ was not born in a
Sanctuary, nor was the birthing room adorned with poinsettias and wreaths. More than 2000 years ago Christ was born in the
most humbling space. Today Christ yearns to be born again in the most humbling place we know... in our hearts.

Worship

December 6 - The Second Sunday of Advent. Pastor Kate will
preach on the theme of "Together for Joy." 

December 13 - The Third Sunday of Advent. Hymns planned for
the day include "Love Came Down at Christmas" and "O Come,
O Come Emmanuel" with a sermon from Pastor Pat.

December 20 - The Fourth Sunday of Advent. Worship will look
at this season through the lens of the Magnificant, the glorious
song and prayer offered by the Virgin Mary celebrating the
coming birth of the Messiah and God's promise.

December 24 - Christmas Eve. This service of classic Bible
readings and Christmas songs will be in the format of Lessons &
Carols with music from the Sanctuary Choir. 

December Worship

December 20
Luke 1:46b-55
Preaching: Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton

December 24
Isaiah 9:2-7 and Luke 2:1-14, 15-20

December 27
Scripture TBD
BWC Worship with Bishop Easterling

December 13
Isaiah 61:1-4, 6-11 and John 1:6-8, 19-28;
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
Preaching: Rev. Dr. Pat Allen

December 6
Isaiah 40:1-11 and Mark 1:1-8
Preaching: Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton

Worship-at-Home in Advent and Christmas

December 27 - The First Sunday of Christmastide we will celebrate Christ's birth and worship using the special service created
by Bishop Easterling and shared with United Methodist congregations across the Baltimore-Washington Conference.

stpaulsk.org/worship/worship-at-home

Still Wednesday
Wednesdays  •  7:00-8:00 p.m.

Still Wednesday meets on Wednesday
evenings at 7:00 pm using Zoom. Join
us for an hour of contemplative
prayer, stillness, and connection.
Open to all! Email kenzier@rcn.com
or call Kenzie Raulin at 301-237-1520
for the Zoom link or more
information.



Prayer and Care
Pastoral Care

Rev. Dr. Pat Allen, senior pastor     
 (pallen@stpaulsk.org, 410-963-8942)
Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton, associate
pastor  (kfulton@stpaulsk.org, 301-
524-5196)

You may wish to contact the pastors
directly for pastoral care concerns. Email
or cell phones are usually the best ways to
be in touch, especially for a time-sensitive
concern. 

Email Erin Steele in the church office (stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org).
You will receive a reply email with a link to our list. Simply click the link
and a spreadsheet will open.
Select the individual(s) on the list to whom you’d like to send a card.
Type your name in the box next to the card recipient(s) you’ve selected.
Write a personal note, or just sign a card. Be sure to reference “St. Paul’s
UMC" - that way the recipient knows about your St. Paul’s connection!
Then address the envelope and add a stamp, and drop it into the mail.
This is a BYOC&P (Bring Your Own Cards & Postage) project. Our Card
Ministry just doesn't have a way to provide cards and stamps to everyone
at this time.

There's something special about receiving a card or note in the mail, and
something meaningful about sending one. Here's how to participate in the
Card Ministry and access the online version of the Congregational Care List,
sharing news of illness, grief, or joyous life changes.

Three mornings a week (except holidays!)
leaders from St. Paul's invite you to pause,
breathe, and start your day sharing a
moment of faith. Tune in and you might
hear a message from Pastor Kate or Pastor
Pat, music from Director of Music Tom
Pedersen, thoughts from Youth Pastor
Micah Smartt, a meditation from Director
of Christian Education Meg Baker, or a
guest speaker. 

The video also remains available for
viewing after the live session closes.  Go to
www.facebook.com/stpaulskensington/  -
no Facebook account required!

Prayerwaves, a conference-call prayer time over
the phone, is held at 9:45 a.m. each Tuesday. All
are welcome. 

Dial 425-436-6326 and when a voice asks for the
“access code," type in 774042, then press # to join.

We, the community of St. Paul's United Methodist Church, Kensington, welcome you in love. Jesus
Christ accepts all, excluding none.  So we welcome and affirm you who are gay, straight, lesbian,
bisexual, transgender, or queer. We welcome you without regard to your sexual orientation, gender
identity or expression, national origin, culture, race, ethnicity, ability, education, or age. We welcome
you no matter your immigration, marital, or economic status. Wherever you are on your spiritual
journey, we welcome and affirm you as one of God’s children into our community of God’s unbounded
love. All are celebrated here and all are safe.

Welcoming Statement

Pleasant words are like a
honeycomb, 

sweetness to the soul 
and health to the body.

Proverbs 16:24 (NRSV)
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Daily Breath
Mondays • Wednesdays • Fridays
9:00 a.m.  •   Facebook Live

Card Ministry

Praying Together

Prayer Requests
If you have a prayer request and would
like to share it, please use the secure
form found at:

stpaulsk.org/community/
prayer-requests 

You will have the option to share
confidentially with the pastors or with
the entire prayer team.



From Tim Simpson, Capital Campaign Chair

While it has been some time since our last formal communication with you, the Capital Campaign & Building Committees have
continued to work diligently to move our renovation project forward.  Updated permits are being secured, plans have been
altered to fit the new scope of our project approved on September 29 (for plan details visit
stpaulsk.org/community/renovation), and an outstanding firm, Scott-Long Construction, has been engaged to do the work.
Scott-Long has extensive experience in working with churches and are sensitive to the unique needs of and expectations of
faith-based communities. We expect to have plans lined up for work to commence in the next few months!

As we round the corner and look to get the proverbial “shovel in the ground,” the Capital Campaign Committee would like to
encourage all those who made generous and sacrificial pledges at the outset of this journey to complete their pledges.  We are
thankful for the investment in the opportunity to enhance the access to - and within - our church building. We pray there will be
an opportunity to provide the resources for the completion of the full initial renovation plan in the future.  

If you have questions regarding any outstanding commitments, simply reach out to me (tsimps7@gmail.com) or one of our
pastors to discuss this further.

From Phil Rush, United Methodist Men President

The continued situation with the pandemic and the recent
trend in the wrong direction will require that we continue the
suspension of UMM-sponsored events in the first few months
of 2021. For now the suspension will only affect the
Community Pancake Breakfast and the UMM General
Meetings.  The UMM Executive Committee will evaluate the
feasibility of resuming these events when conditions improve.

A decision on the Spring Yard Sale has not yet been made.
The UMM will continue to discuss the feasibility of resuming
our biannual sale or perhaps a limited sale of items through
an online format in the coming months.  Please look to future
Epistle notices for updates on the status of the sale and other
UMM events.

The UMM is also seeking input on ideas for events that could
be possible in this time of social distancing, restrictions on
indoor activities, and other pandemic related complications. 
 If you have any suggestions for events that might be possible,
we’d love to hear from you.  Please send any suggestions to
Phil Rush (phil_rush@hotmail.com).

UMM News: Events in 2021

For those who are relatively new to St. Paul’s,
please know there are still opportunities to
give to the resources necessary to help our
church thrive and remain healthy!

On behalf of the Capital Campaign and Building
Committees, I want to thank everyone for their
confidence, support, and patience as we have
navigated this journey during unique and
unprecedented times.  My family and I feel
blessed to be part of this community.

From Rachel D. Stalcup, SPRC Chair

The SPRC is a committee of church members who
focus on fostering a strong relationship between the
staff and the congregation, and the congregation and
the district superintendent. We are in essence a
personnel committee. If you have any questions about
the SPRC, please contact Rachel D. Stalcup.

The SPRC continues to meet on a monthly basis and
has hosted two retreats this year (an in-person retreat
last February and a virtual retreat this September) to
discuss how our committee can best support the
church staff and our pastors. We hosted Clergy
Appreciation Month in October. In December, the SPRC
is working with the clergy on their 2021 pastoral goals.  

  Current SPRC members: Rachel D. Stalcup (Chair),
  Beth Dennard, Mark Huff, Jenny Lipford, Mike 
  McCurry, Beth Pierce, Sarah Saleh, Arceli Suley, 
  Marge Higgins (Lay Leader), Kenzie Raulin (Lay 
  Member to Annual Conference)
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Committee Updates
Building Renovation Update

Staff Parish Relations



Advent 2020: Peace Be With You is a downloadable devotional booklet made
available at no cost from the Society of St. Andrew. In light of a particularly
troubling year, this resource invites us to reclaim a spirit of peace this Advent
season. The daily devotions - all new for 2020 - include the stories and
experiences of pastors and lay persons from all walks of life. To download this
Advent devotional, go to: https://endhunger.org/advent
Living Well Through Advent 2020: Practicing Hope with all your Heart,
Soul, Strength, and Mind. This resource provides a foundation for seeking a
deeper experience of Advent, one that will help prepare us for the true
meaning of Christmas. To download this devotional, or to receive daily
readings by email, please go to: https://www.livingcompass.org/advent  
Advent: A Calendar of Devotions 2020, available through Abingdon Press,
contains readings for each day of Advent, including a passage of Scripture, a
devotional, and a closing prayer. To receive a print copy,  contact Dr. Meg
Baker at mbaker@stpaulsk.org or 301-933-7933 ext. 104. 

There are several resources for use in your family and personal devotional time
throughout this season: 

Advent comes from the Latin word
adventus, meaning "coming." It is a
season to prepare for the coming of
Christ in various meanings: the
promised coming of the Messiah to the
Jews, the coming of Jesus being born in
Bethlehem, the promised return of the
risen Christ in final victory, and the
continual coming of Christ into the lives
and hearts of believers. St. Paul’s offers
a number of ways for us to journey
meaningfully through this season and
prepare our hearts for the birth of Jesus
and his message of peace.

Tuesdays, 4:00-5:00 p.m., December 1, 8, 15, 22
Wednesdays, 4:00-5:00 p.m., December 2, 9, 16, 23 
via Zoom

His parents gave him the name Jesus. But the prophets, the shepherds, the wise men, and the
angels addressed him by other names. They called him Lord, Messiah, Savior, Emmanuel, Light
of the World, and Word Made Flesh.  

In the face of uncertainty and conflict, Christians can reclaim the Christ child who brings us
together, heals our hearts, and calls us to bring light into the darkness. Now more than ever, we
are invited to reflect upon the significance of the Christ child for our lives and world today. 

Advent and Christmas News
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The Season of Advent

Advent Study for Adults
Incarnation: Rediscovering the Significance of Christmas

In a four-session DVD-based study, best-selling author Adam Hamilton examines the names of Christ used by the gospel
writers, exploring the historical and personal significance of his birth. This study will be offered virtually at two different
days/times. All are welcome to participate on a regular or drop-in basis. If you miss the first class, no worries. You may still join
others on the journey – just go to stpaulsk.org/worship/advent-christmas to sign up, or contact Meg Baker at
mbaker@stpaulsk.org or 301-933-7933 ext. 104. 

Advent Craft Workshop - Virtually
Our virtual experience offers a variety of short videos and craft-making
demonstrations featuring some familiar faces and fun for all ages! Some of the
crafts include making an accordion Christmas tree, a "hand"-made reindeer, a
cotton-ball snowman, a coloring countdown to Christmas, an Advent paper
chain, and making (and using) an Advent Wreath.  Many thanks to the youth who
helped make this virtual experience possible! The workshop is available for
viewing online beginning Saturday, November 28 and will remain accessible
throughout the season of Advent. Go to stpaulsk.org/worship/advent-christmas
and scroll down to find the video. Come craft with us! 



Given the pandemic, this year’s Christmas 
Pageant will be quite a different experience, 
but even Covid-19 cannot possibly stifle the 
joyful celebration of the birth of Christ! 

Do Not Be Afraid, a newly released program by Illustrated Ministries, will
allow us to create a pageant for 2020 complete with costumes and
custom-made Zoom backgrounds.

The video will be available for viewing at stpaulsk.org/worship/advent-
christmas when it is complete!

For more information, contact Meg Baker at mbaker@stpaulsk.org or
301-933-7933 ext. 104.

Christmas Pageant

Instead of the annual Giving Tree and Cookies & Carols party with gift
distribution, which would require risky in-person gatherings, this year we're
mailing Christmas support in the form of department-store gift cards and
grocery cards for local children and families in need. We're asking St. Paul's
members and friends to purchase Christmas cards or create your own, then
write a personal message of holiday cheer inside. Our volunteers will then
stuff them with cards and mail them! Please see page 9 for details about the
Christmas Card Challenge and how you can help by providing cards or
support for the Hunger Ministry's Holiday Giving program.

Advent and Christmas News
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Christmas Card Challenge

Photo: The Stalcup family crafting Thanksgiving cards for the previous Hunger Ministry
Holiday Giving challenge.

Due to the obstacles posed by covid-19, the UMM
has decided not to hold a Christmas Tree sale this
season. We will miss seeing the smiling faces of
the families selecting their "perfect tree." Please
direct questions to president Phil Rush
(phil_rush@hotmail.com)

Christmas Tree Sale Canceled

White House Historical Association
Collectors Ornaments

We regretfully announce that we will not be holding a sale of the collectible White House
Historical Association Christmas Ornament this year. 

Individuals can purchase ornaments directly from the White House Historical Association.
The White House Historical Association, an independent non-profit founded by Jacqueline
Kennedy in 1961, is dedicated to preserving and sharing the history of the White House for all
people to enjoy. 

The WHHA commemorative ornament for 2020 features John F. Kennedy as captured in his
posthumous official White House portrait, made in 1970 by Aaron Shikler, the artist selected
by the president's widow. The portrait, symbolic of his unfinished presidency, hangs in the
White House today. The ornament's reverse features the White House itself, with Mrs.
Kennedy's quote: "The White House belongs to the American people."

Please visit their website at https://shop.whitehousehistory.org/collections/ornaments for
this year's ornament, ornaments from past years, and other holiday decoration items.
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Purchase a Christmas card and hand-write a message of encouragement.
Use a blank or seasonal greeting card and write a Merry Christmas note.
Hand-made cards are welcome! For ideas or templates, contact Meg Baker.
Not sure of what to say? Here are some suggestions:

Wishing you and yours a beautiful Christmas
God bless you this Christmas and always
Wishing you peace during this holiday season
Merry Christmas to you and your loved ones
Sending warm holiday wishes your way

with personalized Christmas cards and Target gift cards for children age 17 and under. We’ll also send gift cards to individuals
with no children.  Every family will get an additional gift card for groceries. 

If you’re interested in making or signing cards, please consider the suggestions below and make sure we receive all cards at St.
Paul's by December 11. You may drop them in the slot in the office door on Mitchell Street, or mail them. Remember, please
don’t seal the card envelopes! Our volunteers will need to insert the Target and grocery store cards into the envelopes.

Here are some ways to prepare cards:

If you normally purchase gifts for our Giving Tree program and would like to help us fund the children's gift cards,
financial contributions are welcomed online at stpaulsk.org/service/holiday-giving or by checks mailed to the church
(make checks out to St. Paul's UMC and designate "Holiday Giving" on the memo line). Thank you in advance, and may
you and your families enjoy a blessed holiday.

From Kim Longsworth, Hunger Ministry Team Coordinator
Proverbs 21:26 says "the righteous give and do not hold back." St. Paul’s is the epitome of not holding back when it comes to
providing for our neighbors in need! Your generosity shined in both financial contributions and in the over one-hundred
beautifully personalized cards you supplied for our Thanksgiving Card Challenge. We mailed 110 grocery cards to our regular
Hunger Ministry families and another 47 to the households referred to us through the Montgomery County Holiday Giving
Program.  Imagine the smiles when the recipients opened their mail to find Thanksgiving greetings and a generous gift card to
help them buy their feast!

Holiday Giving 2020
Thanks for Thanksgiving! Onward to Christmas!

We now focus on giving these same
families (and more 20895-area referrals)
blessings during the Christmas season.
We’re sad not to be able to invite families
to what would have been our 9th Annual
Cookies and Carols party to receive gifts
collected through our Giving Tree
program. But we will spread holiday cheer 

Questions? 
Contact Kim Longsworth at

kimberlylongsworth@gmail.com 
or 301-580-8832.



St. Paul's annual Scattered for Service "alternative gift giving" program looks a little different this year, but we still provide
the opportunity to give gifts that reflect the true nature of the holiday. A Scattered for Service gift is really three gifts in one.
It's a gift to the beneficiaries you choose, whether you're supporting local charities or global programs. It's a gift to those in
whose honor you make your choice and who receive acknowledgement cards. And it's a gift to yourself, saving you from the
hassle of shopping for "stuff" when you can help feed the hungry, shelter the homeless, and care for the neglected. 

The easiest way to make a Scattered for Service order this year is through our secure online order form using a credit card.
Please go to stpaulsk.org/service/scattered-for-service for descriptions of each charitable organization and the order form.

For those who prefer to use a paper order form and pay by check, please review the 16 organizations listed alphabetically on
the following pages. Then use the order form below to place your order. All orders should be received by December 10.

___________           Bethesda Help                                                               __________________________________________
___________           The Children's Inn at NIH                                          __________________________________________
___________           Christ House                                                                   __________________________________________
___________           Freedom Farm                                                               __________________________________________
___________           Heifer International                                                     __________________________________________
___________           Hunger Ministry Holiday Giving at St. Paul's    __________________________________________
___________           Housing Up                                                                      __________________________________________
___________           Imagination Library of Montgomery Co., MD    __________________________________________
___________           Manna Food Center & Smart Sacks                       __________________________________________
___________           Montgomery Hospice                                                  __________________________________________
___________           National Federation of the Blind of Maryland  __________________________________________
___________           The Oakleaf Club of Greater Washington           __________________________________________
___________           TLC Foundation and one.Charter Elementary  __________________________________________
___________           UMCOR                                                                                __________________________________________
___________           West River Camping  & Retreat Center                  __________________________________________
___________            A Wider Circle                                                                  __________________________________________

Scattered for Service
St. Paul's Alternative Giving Program
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Next to each selection, please write the number of gifts you would like. You
may choose as many as you wish. Each gift is $30. If you choose to receive
acknowledgement cards, please provide the name(s) for each dedication. We
will mail the acknowledgement cards to you in one batch so you can distribute
them to those people you wish to honor with your own personal touches.

Scattered for Service 2020 Order Form

Number of Gifts Charitable Organization Name(s) for Acknowledgement Cards

Your Name: ______________________________________________________
Your Address: _________________________________________________________________________________

Your Email: ___________________________________ Your Phone: ______________________________

Total AmountTotal Number of Gifts

Each Gift is $30.00

Make checks out to St. Paul's UMC with
Scattered for Service on the memo
line. Mail order form and payment to: 

Scattered for Service
Lyn Walker, Coordinator
10105 Parkwood Terrace
Bethesda MD 20814



Giant Food grocery gift card for a family to purchase fresh milk, produce, or meat.
Three-day emergency supply of shelf-stable groceries.
Partial payment of an overdue utility bill so a family’s heat will not be turned off during the winter. 

Bethesda Help offers emergency assistance to residents of southern Montgomery County regardless of income through utility
cut-off prevention, rent payments, essential prescription medications, referrals to county agencies, and grocery assistance.

$30 can provide:

A month’s worth of medical supplies for a diabetic patient
Snacks and other refreshments for patients during an activity

Christ House opened in 1985 as the first 24-hour residential medical facility for homeless persons in the U.S. and is still the only
facility of its kind in the DC area. Patients who are homeless and ill receive nursing care, meals, addictions counseling, and more. 

$30 can provide:
New sweatpants and sweatshirt for one patient
A meal for eight patients

The Children's Inn at the National Institutes of Health

A Flock of Chicks
A Hive of Honeybees

Heifer's recipients succeed because every animal or plant gift includes training in sustainable farming and
market practices that benefit entire communities. Products such as milk from cows, eggs from chickens, or
vegetables from garden plants boost a family's diet and can be sold at market to create income. 

$30 can provide:

Scattered for Service

Replacements for worn out toys and books
A calling card for families to stay in touch with loved ones.

Since 1990, The Inn has served as a free “Place Like Home” for children & families participating in medical trials at the NIH
institutes and centers. Children staying at the Inn are able to laugh and play through therapeutic and recreational programs.

$30 can provide:

Small gardening tools
40 lbs of natural top soil

Freedom Farm offers a safe house, a residential 40-day recovery program, and a jobs program so men addicted to drugs &
alcohol can journey to sobriety and a relationship with Jesus. The new greenhouse teaches agricultural principles & practices.

$30 can provide:

Bethesda Help
Bethesda MD
https://www.bethesdahelp.org/

Christ House
Washington DC
https://christhouse.org/about/

St. Paul's Alternative Giving Program: Catalog of Gift Options
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Bethesda MD
https://childrensinn.org/

A new video game in the Game Room or Teen Lounge

Freedom Farm
Boone NC
https://www.freedomfarmministries.org/  

Starter kits for vegetables
Drip irrigation systems

Heifer International
worldwide, administrative offices in Little Rock AR
https://www.heifer.org/

Half of the Garden Seeds gift of fruit & vegetables
Share of a Heifer Cow

Turn page
for more!
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Scattered for Service
St. Paul's Alternative Giving Program continued

Hunger Ministry Holiday Giving at St. Paul's

A $25 Target gift card for one child’s Christmas gift, plus the cost of a greeting card and postage
A grocery store card so families can purchase perishable foods like dairy or fresh or frozen produce, or hygiene products.

Last year, we made the holidays bright for 245 children! For 2020, we will be mailing a $25 Target gift card for each child in our
program and referrals from the county Dept. of Health & Human Services. Each family will also get a grocery card. 
$30 can provide:

Kensington MD
stpaulsk.org/service/holiday-giving

Housing Up

Books and materials for twice-weekly youth tutoring sessions
SmarTrip cards for families to use public transportation

Housing Up develops affordable housing and offers comprehensive support services to 600 homeless and low-income families
in a range of housing programs across Washington DC. 
$30 can provide:

Washington DC
https://housingup.org/

A backpack & new school supplies for children
Half the cost of a “Welcome Home” kit for families
transitioning from shelters to housing

Imagination Library of Montgomery County, Maryland

A child’s book every month for one year.

This is the local affiliate of Dolly Parton's Imagination Library. They mail free, age-appropriate books directly to about 800 area
children from birth to age 5 every month. Children grow to love books and bond with parents while gaining critical early literacy
skills. Titles range from classics like The Little Engine that Could to delightful new diverse stories like Hair Love. 
$30 can provide:

Glen Echo MD
https://www.imaginationlibrarymcmd.org/

5 complete Smart Sacks bags of food
2 cases of shelf-stable milk boxes to feed 50 children

Smart Sacks provide special weekend bags to elementary school children who receive free and reduced price school lunches,
helping them eat healthy food at home. Manna also maintains permanent and mobile food pantries around the county.
$30 can provide:

Manna Food Center & Smart Sacks
Silver Spring & Gaithersburg MD
www.mannafood.org/programs/smart-sacks/

Instant oatmeal packets to feed 175 children

Art supplies & therapeutic toys for Montgomery Kids patients and siblings
A visit from a Board Certified Music Therapist

Montgomery Hospice's teams of medical professionals provide end-of-life care to the terminally ill regardless of ability to pay, as
well as grief support for loved ones and education about high quality end-of-life care, death, dying, loss, and grief. 
$30 can provide:

Montgomery Hospice
Rockville MD
www.montgomeryhospice.org

Partial cost of care for patients without insurance.

National Federation of the Blind, Maryland

Funding the McCraw Scholarship Program for post-secondary education
Youth Stipends to attend Summer Training Programs in Independence

Local chapters and well-trained leaders promote the full participation and integration of blind people of all ages in our
communities, helping blind persons adjust to vision loss, gain independence, educate friends, and pursue academic excellence.
$30 can provide:

Columbia MD
www.nfbmd.org

Two weeks of field trips, transportation and
supplies for the Braille Enrichment Literacy
and Learning (BELL) program for ages 4-12.



Educational materials for patients in waiting rooms and treatment areas
Replacing small appliances like microwaves, mini-fridges, coffee makers

Oakleaf runs a Wish List Program for about 35 clinics and departments at Walter Reed to "fill the gaps." These simple and
common items greatly improve staff morale, patient comfort, and understanding. 

$30 can provide:
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Scattered for Service
St. Paul's Alternative Giving Program continued

The Oakleaf Club of Greater Washington
Walter Reed National Military Medical Center, Bethesda MD 
www.oakleafdc.org

Underwear or socks

This unique San Joaquin county school serves students experiencing or transitioning from homelessness. Thanks to the TLC
Foundation, clinicians are able to guide children through trauma-associated stress, offer enrichment activities, instill a feeling
of hope, and meet each child’s basic needs with clothing, toiletries, breakfast and lunch, and transportation.

$30 can provide:

TLC Foundation & one.Charter Elementary Academy K-6
Stockton CA
https://www.sjcoe.org/onecharter/

One uniform or pair of new school shoes

Movies for donors at the blood bank
Children’s toys for comfort during visits

Supply kits that provide essential personal hygiene items
Global Migration Refugee assistance for resettlement in new communities or safe re-entry to stabilized home countries

UMCOR provides critical emergency relief and long-term services in the US and more than 100 countries by rebuilding following
extreme weather events, assisting refugees, and confronting the challenges of hunger. 

$30 can provide:

UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief)
worldwide, headquarters in New York NY
www.umcor.org

A day of instruction to a job seeker in Job Skills Bootcamp
Essential furniture items such as beds and dressers

A Wider Circle's five programs - Basic Needs, Workforce Development, Wraparound (long-term) Support, Restorative Health, and
Neighborhood Partnerships - work in concert to help families reach a place of stability, then independence, rising from poverty
permanently. 

$30 can provide:

A Wider Circle
Silver Spring MD
http://awidercircle.org/

Counseling sessions

Playground balls and balls for sports like volleyball or football
A portion of a “campership” scholarship to allow a young person with fewer means to attend camp.

West River serves over 1,000 campers each summer during normal operations for a week of swimming, sailing, rafting, archery,
and vibrant worship. Camperships make it possible for every child and teen to go to camp regardless of their family finances.

$30 can provide:

West River Camping & Retreat Center
West River MD
http://www.bwccampsandretreats.com/westriver/

Youth educational classes at Barry Farm or Highland
Dwellings, two low-income neighborhoods in Southeast,
D.C. served by the Neighborhood Partnership Program



On January 1, 2021, the General Commission on Archives and History (GCAH) will
welcome a new leader. The search committee tasked with finding a replacement for
the Rev. Alfred T. Day III, who is retiring at the end of December, voted and approved
the selection of Dr. Ashley Boggan Dreff for the post. 

The GCAH offers assistance to local churches and Annual Conferences through
publications, workshops, research services, and other programs. The Commission
maintains relationships with the five Jurisdictional Commissions on Archives and
History, the Central Conferences, the World Methodist Historical Society, the Historical
Society of the UMC, the African American Methodist Heritage Center, the EUB Advisory
Council, the Association for the Study of the Hispanic/Latino UMC, and the World
Methodist Council.  

Dr. Dreff is currently Assistant Professor of Religion and Director of Women’s and
Gender Studies at High Point University (High Point, NC). She said, “I’m so incredibly
honored, excited, and humbled to have been elected General Secretary.  This is a
dream come true for me. As a scholar, a Methodist Historian, and the child of two UMC
ministers, I’ve sought professionally to be a bridge between the church and the
academy.”

Dreff will be relocating to Madison NJ with her husband and children. She said, “I hope
to inspire other scholars to explore Methodism’s complex relationship with various
minority groups.” 

This article is adapted from an e-mail from the GCAH, dated November 11, 2020.

Contact Jack Lipscomb (jplipscomb@verizon.net or 301-774-2761) for more information about this article, the St.
Paul’s History Committee, or to purchase St. Paul's History Book, The Spirit of Methodism in Kensington, 1885-2007

Dr. Ashley Boggan Dreff
professor and author of Entangled: A

History of American Methodism, Politics,
and Sexuality and #Nevertheless: American
Methodists and Women’s Rights, has been

elected as General Secretary of the General
Commission on Archives and History 

In addition, we have just had an election and many on both sides are uncomfortable with the outcome for whatever reason.
It is hard to accept a loss. It takes time to adjust. But we need to see the big picture, and that is to allow our democracy to
work itself out for all.

The purpose of a Stephen Minister is to sit quietly and nonjudgmentally and to listen. We do so confidentially. It may help to
talk about all of the conflicting thoughts in your head with a Stephen Minister. Unfortunately, it will be on the phone at this
time but it will be someone who will care. Our hope is that, with a Stephen Minister to listen, you will be more comfortable.
Contact Pastor Kate (phone 301-933-7933 ext. 103, email kfulton@stpaulsk.org) or Virginia Bickford (phone 301-598-5496) to
make arrangements. And have a creative and Merry Christmas.

Bits of History: New General Secretary for GCAH

Looking Back & Looking Ahead
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From Virginia Bickford, Stephen Minister 

We are entering the holiday season but we are being told to stay home. This will be a
very different time this year. There may be an empty seat at the table. It will be different.  
But we are told it is to protect our loved ones as well as ourselves. It may be
uncomfortable but it is also a gift to those we love. Staying healthy during this pandemic
is not easy but it is a gift. We have to be willing to be uncomfortable at times for the
greater good. 

New Church Directory Coming this Winter!
Many of our members and friends have been on the move since the last church directory was printed in early
March of 2020. This January, St. Paul's staff will launch an effort to collect updated contact information and
newer family photos. Then, in early 2021, we'll devise a system to distribute new printed copies of the directory
in ways that are covid-safe and cost-conscious. We're looking forward to making sure all our friends can stay
connected even if we have to be apart.
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December 5 - Temple: What does it mean to be a unified temple of God?
December 12 - Covenants: God chooses to partner with humans – but why?
December 19 - Gospel: Rediscovering the potency and power of the Good News

Adult Bible Study: Church at Home Bible Study
Saturdays, 11:00 a.m.-12:00 noon, no text required

This gathering uses the BibleProject’s Church at Home: Small Group Bible Study 
(https://bibleproject.com/church-at-home/). Each week’s session includes a brief audio talk, 
a short video about a biblical book or theme, and a time of interactive Bible study and 
discussion. Upcoming topics are:

All are welcome to participate in this one-hour, no-prep study weekly opportunity on a regular or drop-in basis. Please go  to
stpaulsk.org/community/adult-education to sign up, or look for the link in the Weekly News emails. For more information,
contact Meg Baker at mbaker@stpaulsk.org or 301-933-7933 ext. 104. 

The Upper Room is a global ministry dedicated to supporting the spiritual
life of Christians seeking to know and experience God more fully. Daily
devotionals are available through this link:
https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals
Our Daily Bread Ministries provides daily devotionals to help readers
deepen their relationship with the Lord.  Visit https://odb.org to access these
short devotionals. Our Daily Bread is also now available as a daily video
series, which ca be accessed here: https://ourdailybread.org/videos

Daily prayer and meditation feed our faith. Spending time with God on a regular
basis strengthens us in life’s difficulties and helps us be attentive to God’s voice
in our lives. Free resources are available to help guide our times of prayer,
scripture reading, private worship, and other ways we choose to draw close to
God.

Free Online Daily Devotionals
We are starting a new mailing list for
those who wish to regularly receive paper
copies of The Upper Room. Contact Erin
Steele to be added to the list. Then, as
our shipment of books arrives every two
months, we'll send them to you through
the mail. Please email Erin at
stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org with

Tuesday, Jan. 12 - Feb. 16, 2021
Begin the New Year with this six-
week study led by Rev. Kate
Mackereth Fulton on Tuesdays
evenings. 

Christian Education for All Ages

A Disciple's Path
Short-Term Study

The Upper Room Mailing List

your name, current
mailing address, and
whether you prefer the
pocket-size booklet 
or large print. You may
also call 301-933-7933
ext 100. To receive a
single  copy without
joining the list, please
phone Meg Baker at
301-933-7933 ext. 104.

Sunday School video lessons are provided virtually most weeks
for each of the following age groups:  2-year-olds and 3-year-
olds, 4-year-olds and kindergarteners, 1st & 2nd graders, 3rd
graders, and 4th & 5th graders. The virtual video lessons range in
length from 10 minutes for the preschool set to 25 minutes for
the older crowd and are available for viewing at any time on the
St. Paul’s website: stpaulsk.org/community/sunday-school 

Families also receive weekly emails providing updates on
worship services and Sunday School lessons as well as
downloadable children’s bulletins and family pages. If you don't
receive emails but would like to, contact Meg Baker
(mbaker@stpaulsk.org). 

Please note: Virtual lessons will be provided on December 6, 13,
and 20, but there will be no Sunday School sessions on
December 27 or January 3.

Children's Sunday School

This study uses A Disciple’s Path: A Guide for United
Methodists by James Harnish and Justin LaRosa, and helps
participants develop spiritual practices, discover their
unique gifts, and engage in ministry that brings
transformation to their own lives and to the lives of others
and the world. The sign-up link and more details about
purchasing the workbook can be found at
stpaulsk.org/community/adult-education

These short videos feature friends of St. Paul's sharing a variety
of talents: telling stories, teaching songs, demonstrating crafts,
or even leading kid-friendly yoga! If your family is interested in
submitting a video, email Meg Baker (mbaker@stpaulsk.org).
Go to stpaulsk.org/community/children for all the videos!



From Rev. Dr. Pat Allen, Senior Pastor

Giving in the church can be viewed through a variety of lenses. For some it is
considered the “dues” paid for membership. For others it is the bill the church
continues to dangle before its members. But in reality, our giving is one of the
expressions of our relationship with Christ. As we grow in Christ so should our ability
to express our love for Christ through our witness, service, and giving. These are
indeed difficult times but please know your giving has impact!

Your giving serves ministry purposes. It definitely impacts our efforts which
currently: helps us feed approximately 150 families through the Hunger Ministry;
supports the families at Veirs Mill Elementary; feeds Montgomery County families
we adopt for the holidays; makes it possible for us to support community efforts
such as Bethesda Help, the Women’s Shelter, and our local libraries. Your giving
serves administrative and operational purposes as well. Your giving is what helps St.
Paul’s accomplish our mission in the community and the kingdom.

We give God praise for our stewardship campaign which resulted in pledges that thus
far amount to 1/3 of our projected budget for 2021. But with 2/3 of our budget
dependent upon “possible” giving and not realistic pledges, difficult decisions may
need to be made.

God invites us into the victorious engagement of giving. Remember the young boy
who gave his lunch witnessed the unimaginable feeding of 5000+ people that day.
Whatever you give God can and will multiply. So GIVE, accept the invitation to be a
part of the victorious engagement that feeds the hungry, reaches out to the
disconnected, and builds the Kingdom.

We celebrate pledges on Stewardship
Sunday, but we gratefully receive
pledges all year. If your circumstances
allow, please pledge your support for
St. Paul's general fund in the year
2021. 

THANK YOU to all who have already
pledged! You make it possible for St.
Paul's to do everything we do.

Visit stpaulsk.org/giving for the secure
pledge form or to make an offering. If
you have any questions, please
contact Michelle Gregonis, Treasurer
(mgregonis@stpaulsk.org, 301-933-
7933 ext 110).

Pledge for 2021GIVE: God Invites Victorious Engagement
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The Financial Picture

Strangely enough one of the more important parts of our
existence as a church is probably the most uncomfortable
topic to discuss…. our finances. How we understand the
purpose of our giving, what it represents and how it is used,
may be something you’ve never considered hearing about. 

Indeed the church should be about serving God and
community, being the hands and feet of Christ to the world,
sharing our witness and the gospel. But without sufficient
financial support our mission efforts are hampered or worse
eliminated, our ability to serve our community and the
congregation is radically reduced, and we are unable to truly
be who God has called us to be.

...Money

"Let's Talk About... Money" is a video discussion featuring Grey Emmons (Finance Chair), Bill Butz (incoming Church Council
Chair for 2021), and Pastor Pat, moderated by Pastor Kate.  It's no surprise that Covid-19 and other circumstances have altered
the financial picture for churches nationwide and St. Paul's is no exception. "Let's Talk About... Money" is not a time to panic.
It's an honest conversation meant to offer a transparent look at the financial picture of the church so our whole community can
better understand our giving trends, financial circumstances, and mission impact.

The "Let's Talk About...." series features candid talks about
issues important to the life of the church. View the videos at
stpaulsk.org/service/lets-talk-about

The United Methodist Men’s (UMM) Executive Committee voted unanimously to provide a
$33,000 gift to St. Paul’s United Methodist Church’s operating budget to assist in resolving
the current financial difficulties. In notifying the Church Council of this generous gift, the
UMM wrote, "Our hope is that this may serve as a catalyst for other gifts or pledges of
support for the important ministries of St. Paul’s."

Special
Thanks: 

UMM Donation
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St. Paul’s 2021 Confirmation Class, open for youth in grades 7-9,
will begin its journey in January 2021.  Members of the class will
meet weekly from late January through mid-May. Remember
that this is a serious commitment, which requires participation
in class sessions, certain worship services, and a pre-
confirmation rehearsal.  Because of the seemingly ever-
changing Covid-19 situation, we are still making decisions and
plans about the day and time of the class, a special kick-off
event, and a possible extended gathering (retreat) near the end.
The Confirmation Class will be invited to join St. Paul’s as full
members on Pentecost Sunday, May 23, 2021.

To register, please complete and submit the form online - 
visit stpaulsk.org/community/youth and scroll down to the sign
up section. Registrations are due by Tuesday, December 15,
2020. 

An informational meeting will be held in early January (date
TBD); all confirmands, parents, and mentors are encouraged to
attend. 

Please contact Micah Smartt at msmartt@stpaulsk.org with any  
questions.

SPY News
SPY (St. Paul's Youth) is open to all friends of St. Paul's in grades 6-12.

Christmas Party!
It's time for our annual Christmas Parties! With this year being so different, we
obviously won't be able to do everything we've normally done, but we're still
planning on having a great time! While we'll need to remain socially
distanced and masked the entire time, Fellowship Hall has plenty of room to
spread out! 

Unfortunately, we will also NOT be doing the annual ornament exchange this
year - instead, the SPY team will be providing an ornament and a Christmas
goody bag for each youth to take home with them!

As always, we hope you'll join us wearing your favorite holiday outfits! We'll
play games and have a great time celebrating together!

Confirmation 2021

Sunday, December 13 | Fellowship Hall
Middle High from 3:30 - 5:00 | Senior High from 5:30 - 7:00

Spring Semester Plan 2021

Currently, we are waiting on our Re-Entering Well Team to
review and (hopefully) approve our plan for our Spring
Semester - but we want to give you that information now for
planning purposes. 

We know that many of our youth have screen fatigue (and we
totally get that). To try to remedy that on our end, in January,
we'll be switching gears - we'll no longer be holding regularly
scheduled Zoom chats. Instead, we'll be doing 1 weekly
youth group meeting  for just one group each week. These
meetings will rotate which group gets to attend - for
example, the first week would be our Middle High group,
then the next week would be our Senior High group, and then
Middle High the next week, and so on and so forth. 
This limits exposure between the youth - giving them 2 weeks
between contact with each other (and the only common
factor week to week being Micah, Holly, and Jay). If
approved, we'll be starting out in Fellowship Hall while the
weather remains cold - once it starts getting warmer, we'll
transition back outside for a majority of our events. 

Thanks for bearing with us as we continue to do our best to
bring you the best youth programming that we can during a
pandemic!



The Christmas season brings all kinds of wonderful things – decorating cookies, trimming the tree, singing carols. Then there
are gifts we give (shop, wrap, give, repeat) and those we receive (open, exclaim, thank, repeat). Have you ever received an extra
special gift that you just love to play with or one that you use all the time? Sometimes we get a present that is extra special just
because it reminds us of the person who gave it to us. Well, Christmas is also a time when we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ
— God's extra special gift to us. He may not have been wrapped in festive paper with a fancy bow, but Jesus is the reason that
each of us can enjoy a relationship with God, now and forever — and this gift just keeps on giving! Check out these Bible verses
to see what God has wrapped up for you through his Son, Jesus Christ:

Help the
Gingerbread

People Get Home
Crack the Code!

Family Feature
Fun kid-friendly trivia, puzzles, and Bible verses prepared by our Director of Christian Education, Dr. Meg Baker.

The Gift that Keeps on Giving
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What do elves
learn in school?

Bible Verse                          What’s the Gift?
Romans 6:23       _________________________________________
Romans 5:5          _________________________________________
Ephesians 2:8      _________________________________________

Use the chart to decode the missing letters and complete the
Christmas message.

Answer: The elf-abet.

Just for grins...
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

6
9:30 am Sunday School
11:00 am Worship at
Home (stpaulsk.org &
Facebook)
4:30 pm Middle High SPY
(Zoom)
7:00 pm Senior High SPY
(Zoom)

8
9:45 am
Prayerwaves
(phone
conference call)
4:00 pm Advent
Study:
Incarnation
7:00 pm Journey
Group (Zoom)

9
9:00 am Daily
Breath (Facebook
Live)
4:00 pm Advent
Study: Incarnation
7:00 pm Still
Wednesday
(Zoom)

4
9:00 am Daily
Breath
(Facebook Live)

1
9:45 am
Prayerwaves
(phone
conference call)
4:00 pm Advent
Study:
Incarnation
7:00 pm
Journey Group
(Zoom)

13
9:30 am Sunday School
11:00 am Worship at
Home (stpaulsk.org &
Facebook) 
3:30 pm Middle High SPY
Christmas Party
5:30 pm Senior  High SPY
Christmas Party

14
9:00 am Daily
Breath
(Facebook Live)
11:00 am Staff
Meeting
7:00 pm Yarn
Ministry (Zoom)

15
9:45 am
Prayerwaves
(phone
conference call)
4:00 pm Advent
Study:
Incarnation
7:00 pm Journey
Group (Zoom)
Last Day to
Register for
Confirmation

16
9:00 am Daily
Breath (Facebook
Live)
4:00 pm Advent
Study: Incarnation
7:00 pm Still
Wednesday
(Zoom)

17
No church
activities
scheduled.

18
9:00 am Daily
Breath
(Facebook Live)

19
11:00 am Adult
Bible Study:
BibleProject
(Zoom)

20
9:30 am Sunday School
11:00 am
Worship at Home
(stpaulsk.org & Facebook)
4:30 pm Middle High SPY
(Zoom)
7:00 pm Senior High SPY
(Zoom)

21
9:00 am Daily
Breath
(Facebook Live)

22
9:45 am
Prayerwaves
(phone
conference call)
4:00 pm Advent
Study:
Incarnation
7:00 pm Journey
Group (Zoom)

23
9:00 am Daily
Breath (Facebook
Live)
4:00 pm Advent
Study:
Incarnation
7:00 pm Still
Wednesday
(Zoom)

24
Christmas Eve
5:00 pm
Christmas Eve
Worship at
Home: Service
of Lessons &
Carols

25
Christmas Day
Offices Closed

26
No church
activities
scheduled.

27
11:00 am Worship at
Home with the BWC
(stpaulsk.org & Facebook)

28
9:00 am Daily
Breath
(Facebook Live)
7:00 pm Yarn
Ministry (Zoom)

10
No church
activities
scheduled.
Last Day to
place a
Scattered for
Service order

11
9:00 am Daily
Breath
(Facebook Live)
Deadline for
Christmas
Card Challenge

12
11:00 am Adult
Bible Study:
BibleProject
(Zoom)

2
9:00 am Daily
Breath (Facebook
Live)
4:00 pm Advent
Study: Incarnation
7:00 pm Still
Wednesday
(Zoom)

3
7:30 pm
Sanctuary
Choir Zoom
Mtg

5
11:00 am Adult
Bible Study:
BibleProject
(Zoom)

7
9:00 am Daily
Breath
(Facebook Live)

29
9:45 am
Prayerwaves
(phone
conference call)

30
9:00 am Daily
Breath
(Facebook Live)
7:00 pm Still
Wednesday
(Zoom)

31 
New Year's
Eve
No church
activities
scheduled.

Do you have news to share? Submit
articles for the January edition of The
Epistle by December 15.  Email your text
or photos to Erin Steele at
stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org with the
word "Epistle" in the subject line. 

Please note, all events are subject to
change as the COVID-19 public health
situation, and our response to it, evolves.

Please note: 
The church offices will be
closed on January 1, 2021 
for New Year's Day



St. Paul's United 
Methodist Church
10401 Armory Avenue
Kensington, Maryland 20895
301-933-7933 • stpaulsk.org

Worship & Bible Study
Worship-at-Home Livestream: December 6, 13, 20 at 11:00 a.m.
Christmas Eve: December 24, 5:00 p.m.
Christmas Worship with the Bishop: December 27 at 11:00 a.m.
Go to stpaulsk.org/worship/worship-at-home

Meeting by Zoom and Video: Still Wednesday, Sunday School, and Bible Studies. 
On Facebook: Daily Breath is available live Mondays/Wednesdays/Fridays. 
Over the Phone: Prayerwaves meets Tuesdays by telephone conference call.

Epistle Options
Email (color)
Send an email to stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org 
to be added to the email list.

Download (color)
Go to the St. Paul's website at
http://stpaulsk.org/community/epistle-weekly-news

Mail (black & white)
Contact the church office to be added to the mailing list.
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