
Letter from the Senior Pastor
My dear friends:
 
I am not an artist.
 
Applying paint to a blank canvas is not my gift. Nonetheless, during my final semester as a
seminary student, I took an elective class in oil painting. This was a bold move. I don’t like to do
things I can’t do well, and never before had I tried to create a work of art. Thankfully the
instructor, a professional artist, was patient and encouraging with novices like me. Although I
would make many mistakes along the way, I began to paint.
 
I chose to paint a favorite scene. In 1992 my grandmother took a trip to Florida. At the time she
was 82 years old. The plane ride, the sights and the warmth of Florida in November, all were
exotic delights to this frugal woman who grew up in the Depression. One morning she took a
solitary walk on the beach. My aunt took a photograph of this contemplative soul walking along
the edge of sand and sea. I used my aunt’s photograph as the inspiration for my own attempt to
capture this beautiful moment in time.
 
I could not have painted this scene without the contributions of others. Without my
grandmother’s decision to take a walk one morning, there would be no subject. Without my
aunt’s skill with a camera, there would be no photograph. Without a teacher to guide my hand
when I was afraid to make a mistake, there would be no painting.
 
After that class was over, that semester, and my seminary education, came to its necessary end. I
liked that class and enjoyed the challenge of doing something I had not done before. I was proud
of that painting. But even as it came to life under my hand, I knew the day would come when I
would pack up my brushes and leave that holy place.
 
I also knew the day would come when I would leave St. Paul’s. I knew this quite some time ago,
actually. Each December pastors are asked to send in an “Appointment Advisory” to the bishop
and the district superintendents. This advisory is our opportunity to tell those in authority over us
whether we feel called by God to stay in our present church or be considered for a move to
another congregation. A year ago I wrote rather extensively in this advisory. I told of all the good
things I had seen at St. Paul’s since I arrived in 2007, including the hunger ministry, mission trips,
and growth in the size and vitality of the church. I wrote excitedly about the planned building
renovations, and my hope that our church building would soon be as welcoming and inviting as
the people already were.
 
(continued on next page)
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News and Community
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Senior Pastor Rev. Adam B. Snell has received a new appointment to serve as the pastor of Glenn
Dale UMC in Glenn Dale, MD. His last Sunday at St. Paul's will be December 29 and his last day on staff
will be December 31.  
 
The Staff-Parish Relations Committee is working closely with our district superintendent, the Rev.
Gerry Green, to identify a new senior pastor.  If you have any questions, please direct them to Rachel
D. Stalcup, Chair of the Staff-Parish Relations Committee.  
 
If you want to share a memory or offer parting words to Rev. Snell, please do so by sending a card to
the church office at St. Paul's.  Cards that arrive after December 31 will be forwarded to Rev. Snell. 
 
Please note that Rev. Snell has asked that the congregation refrain from providing any gifts or a love
offering. Instead, the SPRC is offering the opportunity to direct financial gifts in Rev. Snell’s honor to
connectionally support the missional work of Glenn Dale UMC.  Please send these contributions to St.
Paul's; checks should be made payable to “St. Paul’s UMC” with a reference to “Glenn Dale” in the
memo line.

Senior Pastor Transition Update

I also wrote, however, “… that the time will soon come when St. Paul’s will continue to thrive under the leadership of another senior
pastor.” I wrote that sentence 12 months ago. Before the actions of General Conference 2019 in February that winter, before our prayerful
discernment process at St. Paul’s that following spring, and long before our congregational vote in October, I knew God was preparing me
for the day I would be leaving this holy place. My decision to ask for a new appointment was prayerfully made many months ago. It was not a
reaction to the decisions of General Conference to pass the Traditional Plan, nor a reaction to the vote of St. Paul’s to explore becoming a
member of the Reconciling Ministries Network. It was simply an acknowledgement that my work here was finished.
 
That was one of the most valuable lessons I learned in seminary. And, I learned it in that elective class in oil painting. Every day I came to the
art studio, got out my paints, and added more color to the canvas. I kept adding little blotches of brown paint to the beach, trying to capture
the shadows of the indentations in the sand. I added small daubs of white paint to the sea, trying to more accurately represent the play of
light on the crests of the waves. Every day it seemed there was always something more to add. 
 
Then, one day, as I was adding my tiny little touches, the teacher came by. Over my shoulder, she looked at my painting for a while. Then she
said, “I think you are finished.”

Letter from the Senior Pastor (continued)

When I heard that, I looked at my painting with new eyes. I saw the
sand and the sea, and a solitary figure walking along the liminal
edge, touched by the light. I knew then the teacher was right. To
continue adding paint where none was needed would mar the
work. There was no more to be done. I was finished.
 
That was my first oil painting, and my last. It now hangs on a wall
of my home, a silent reminder of a valiant effort to capture a
beautiful moment in time. 
 
It has been a privilege to serve as one of your pastors for the past
12-1/2 years. This season together has been beautiful. Insofar as
we have been able to capture it through the memories of our walk
together along the narrow space that separates the shadows of
earth from the light of eternity, it will always be a work of art. 
 
Light and peace in Jesus Christ,
A.B. Snell



From the desk of Pastor Kate

Pray!  We invite your prayers specifically for our Bishop and Cabinet as they discern
who God is calling to serve this community, our Staff-Parish Relations Committee
who will interview and approve the Bishop’s appointment, our staff and
congregation as they prepare to receive our new senior pastor, and most
importantly, for the person God is calling to serve as our next skilled servant-leader.

Start building good habits!  When we welcome someone new to our homes, we
make sure to create as hospitable an environment as we possibly can.  Similarly, here
are a few good habits to practice as we prepare to welcome a new pastor:

Wear your name tags!  There are over 800 members of our church, and over 300
people attend Sunday services each week.  Everyone else may know who you are,
but it is a great act of hospitality (and grace!) to make your name easily knowable
to those walking through our doors for the first time.  If you don’t have a name
tag, or have misplaced yours, contact Erin in the office to have one made!
Introduce yourself!  If you see someone you don’t know, take the time to make a
new connection – and perhaps bless both that person and yourself in the process!
Volunteer at our welcome desk, as a greeter, or to bake cookies or provide coffee
after services. Your warm smile and/or skill with a coffee-maker will embody the
grace and mercy of Christ to old friends and fresh faces alike! Contact Laura
Tribble (Visitor Center), Debbie Zechar (Greeters), or Dupeh Ochieng  (Coffee Hour
Hosts) to sign up.

Dear St. Paul’s Family – 
 

I am so touched by how many of you have asked how you can be of help to our staff
during our upcoming pastoral transition.  It is a true blessing to be part of a community
that is constantly looking out for others, and I want to offer our sincere and heartfelt
thanks to each of you who have reached out with words of support.
 

Whether our next senior pastor is an interim or permanent placement, there are several
things you can be doing now to help our congregation prepare: 
 

 

 
Peace,
Pastor Kate
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Lectionary
December 1 -Isaiah 2:1-5
1st Sunday of Advent
Preaching: Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton
 

December 8 - Matthew 3:1-12
2nd Sunday of Advent
Preaching: Rev. Adam B. Snell
 

December 15 - Matthew 11:2-13
Music Sunday
3rd Sunday of Advent
Preaching: Rev. Adam B. Snell

December 22 - Isaiah 11:1-4b, 6
Children's Pageant
4th Sunday of Advent
Preaching: Rev. Adam B. Snell
 

December 24 - Luke 2:1-20
Christmas Eve
Preaching: Rev. Adam B. Snell
 

December 29 - Matthew 2:13-23
Preaching: Rev. Adam B. Snell
 

 



Joy

Sympathy
We extend our deepest
sympathies to those who lost
loved ones during October:

Congregational Care
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Special flowers graced the altar
during the month of October to
celebrate to birth of

Carter John Petro
son of Evan & Courtney Petro

David & Laura Tribble
following the death of David’s brother, 

Jon Tribble

Tom Bickford and family
following the death of his sister,

Jean Louise Baggerly

Jen Graff and family,
following the death of Jen's grandmother

The family and friends of

Celebration
We rejoice in the marriages of:

Kate Raulin &
Tim Carney

married October 5 at St. Paul’s UMC

Send a Card or Note
Mrs. Dorothea Depenbrock
6602 Greyswood Road
Larmax Home 
North Bethesda MD 20817
 
Mrs. Christine King
4029 Adams Drive
Wheaton MD 20902
 
Mrs. Becky Little
Oak Park Arms
408 S. Oak Park Ave., #311
Oak Park IL 60302
 
Tom & Martha Marshall
1311 Ednor Rd.
Silver Spring MD 20905

The following St. Paul's friends would
appreciate your thoughts and
expressions of care...

Mrs. Esther McCraw
185 Pine Haven Shores Rd.
#4101
Shelburne VT 05482
 
Ms. Susie Propes
3301 S. Leisure World Blvd.
Apt. #2E
Silver Spring, MD  20906
 
Mrs. Hazel Wright
333 Russell Ave.
Kindley Bldg. Rm. #407
Gaithersburg, MD  20877

Ken Rogers
following his death

The family and friends of
Lowell Van Billiard

following his death

Mary Rogers &
Eddie McWilliams

married October 12 at St. Paul’s UMC

December 1 (First Sunday of Advent)
9:00 AM
• We Are Called (#2172)
9:00 AM & 10:30 AM
• We’ve a Story to Tell to the Nations (#569)
• Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus (#196)
 
December 8 (Second Sunday of Advent)
9:00 AM & 10:30 AM
• O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (#211)
• People, Look East (#202)
• Blessed Be the God of Israel (#209)
 
December 15 (Music Sunday)
9:00 AM
• Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates (#213)
• What Child Is This (#219)
• He Is Born (#228)
10:30 AM
• Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates (#213)
• Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming (#216)
• Angels We Have Heard on High (#238)
• Hark! the Herald Angels Sing (#240)

December 22 (Children’s Pageant)
9:00 AM  (Octagon)
• Sing We Now of Christmas (#237)
• Once in Royal David’s City (#250)
• Away in a Manger (#217)
10:30 AM  (Sanctuary)
• Sing We Now of Christmas (#237)
• In the Bleak Midwinter (#221)
• Away in a Manger (#217)
 
December 24 (Christmas Eve)
5:00 PM – Family Service
• O Come, All Ye Faithful (#234)
• There’s a Song in the Air (#249)
• It Came upon the Midnight Clear (#218)
• Silent Night, Holy Night (#239)
10:00 PM – Candlelight Service
• Angels from the Realms of Glory (#220)
• The First Noel (#245)
• O Little Town of Bethlehem (#230)
• Silent Night, Holy Night (#239)
 
December 29 (First Sunday in
Christmastide)
9:00 AM & 10:30 AM
• Joy to the World (#246)
• Good Christian Friends, Rejoice (#224)
• Go, Tell It on the Mountain (#251)

One of the great joys of the Advent and Christmas season is the opportunity to sing and hear
our favorite hymns and carols in this special time of year.  At St. Paul’s, we have so many
hymns and so little time to squeeze them all in.  So that you don’t miss your favorite, here is
our schedule of hymns for December worship services:

Hymns for Advent & Christmas



Hunger Ministry & Holiday Giving
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As in years past, we will again be providing gifts for our neighbors in need this Christmas. We will
serve our regular Hunger Ministry families in the 20895 ZIP code area, plus local referrals from
Montgomery County's DHHS. The Giving Tree can be found in the Narthex. We hope you will stop by
to select a tag showing the age and gender of a child, and then provide an appropriate Christmas
gift. There is also a log to make a note of your selection (so we can check things off in the end, which
helps us in case tags fall off or the numbers don't quite add up). 
 

All gifts must be delivered to St. Paul’s no later than Sunday morning, December 8, and should be
placed on the tables in the Narthex near the tree. Please wrap the gift and securely attach the tag to
the outside of the present.
 
We will be giving a $25 gift card to our adult-only families. If you prefer not to shop for a child's gift
but would like to contribute, $25 department-store gift cards (such as Target, JCPenney, or Kohl's)
are welcome. You may leave these in the large envelope in the church office.
 

Please contact Jean Langbein or Kim Longsworth, or the church office, if you have questions.

We need your help to make the holidays special for our neighbors in need.  Please join us in
celebrating how much we can do together when the Spirit moves among us during the holiday season.

The Giving Tree

Cookies & Carols
St. Paul’s will be hosting our Eighth Annual Cookies and Carols party for Hunger Ministry families on
Sunday, December 15, 2:00- 4:00 p.m. in Heavener Hall. Please join us in celebrating the season with
our neighbors that day! 
 

There are many volunteer opportunities such as baking cookies or cupcakes, serving snacks, and
helping with children’s crafts. We also need volunteers to assist Hunger Ministry parents as they pick
up children's gifts provided through our Giving Tree project, and to help children who will get to
"shop" a selection of small items they may give as gifts to their family members. 
 

Please go to http://stpaulsk.org/service/holiday-giving to find the volunteers' online sign-up form. 

Communion Collect & Food Distribution Schedule Changes
The holiday schedule this year has affected our Hunger Ministry activities. On November 24, the Sunday before Thanksgiving, we held a
special Thanksgiving Food Collection and Distribution. We will NOT hold a collection and sorting day during Thanksgiving weekend itself,
which falls on December 1. We will not offer a distribution & dinner night on December 2. We will provide all our regular Hunger Ministry
recipients with grocery store cards at the Cookies & Carols Party on December 15. Nonperishable food and financial donations are still
welcome throughout December as we stock the shelves and look forward to feeding people in 2020. You can find a list of our most-
requested items on our website at stpaulsk.org/service/hunger-ministry.

This holiday season, St. Paul’s will offer a limited version of our traditional
Scattered for Service. While fair trade shopping will not be available this year,
parishioners will be able to continue their tradition of giving gifts to family and
friends in the form of donations to organizations serving our community and
the world. An alternative gift through Scattered for Service is really two gifts in
one: a gift to the people it helps, and a gift to the person it honors. You select a
ministry or agency from our catalog, and your financial support will be sent to
them for use as directed. You receive personalized acknowledgement cards,
which you may in turn give to loved ones in whose honor each contribution was
made. The booklet is available from ushers on Sundays and online at
stpaulsk.org/service/scattered-for-service. Volunteers will be in the Narthex to
accept orders after each worship service on December 1 & 8.

Scattered
for

Service

If anyone has material
possessions and sees a
brother or sister in need but
has no pity on them, how
can the love of God be in that
person? Dear children, let
us not love with words or
speech but with actions and
in truth.
 
~ 1 John 3:17-18 
(New International Version)



The education wing at St. Paul’s continues to
be highly populated with children, youth,
teachers, and helpers on Sunday mornings.
Our December curriculum will focus on this
season of Advent when we prepare for, and
anticipate, the coming of Christ. On Dec. 1,
children in 5th grade and under will spend
some time in the chapel where we will light the
first candle on the advent wreath and sing
songs of the season. O come, O come,
Emmanuel!

All adults are welcome to visit our ongoing Sunday series where we enjoy a light lunch while watching a short faith-provoking film,
followed by guided discussion.  Each FaithFlix session is an independent event so feel free to participate on a drop-in basis.  By popular
demand, we’ve arranged for FaithFlix to continue with sessions on December 1, 8, 15 & 22.

Our December Taste & Sing will feature the music of the season! We will
enjoy cherished Christmas carols and hymns as well as a tasty lunch
provided by Ginny Hagberg. Please join our praying, playing, singing staff
Pastor Kate, Meg Baker, and Erin Steele as we learn the stories behind
some of our most interesting and beloved worship songs. There is no
registration, no musical experience needed, and no cost to attend,
although donations for lunch are welcome.

Taste & Sing Lectionary 
Bible Study

Lay Readers at 9:00 a.m.
We welcome new Lay Readers (to read the scripture)
and Communion Stewards (to help serve communion)
who would like to assist in the first worship service,
9:00 a.m. on Sunday mornings. To sign up, simply add
your name and email address to the log found here:
goo.gl/Xz5T79.  Please contact the church office if you
need any assistance.

Prayer Lift

Sunday School

Christian Education

FaithFlix: Exploring our Faith Through Film
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Prayer Lift gathers every
Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. in the
DuVall Chapel to lift up the
prayer requests of the St. Paul’s
community. Please join us for
this time of quiet intercession.
No sign-up required; just come
as you are able!

Please join us for Lectionary
Bible Study on most Tuesdays at
10:45 a.m. in the Library. All are
welcome at this drop-in study
led by Rev. Kate Mackereth
Fulton and members of St. Paul’s
staff. The group digs into and
discusses the Scripture passage
for the upcoming Sunday
worship service. There is no
registration or fee, and visitors
are welcome.

Tuesday, December  17 •  12:00 noon  •  Octagon

Sundays  •  11:45 a.m. - 12:45 p.m.  •  Parlor

Sunday School classes will be held for all
ages on December 1, 8, and 15. 
No classes will be held on December 22 so
that all may attend worship for the
presentation of this year’s Christmas
pageant. 
Sunday School classes will not be held on
December 29, but will be in session again
in the New Year.

Important Dates

Thinking about becoming a member or just
want to learn more about life at St. Paul’s?
Take the next step by attending Pie with
the Pastors. Please RSVP by contacting the
church office (stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org,
301-933-7933) no later than the Thursday
before, then plan to join the pastors for
homemade pie and relaxing conversation
about the Christian faith and this church we
call home. Childcare is available upon
request.

Pie with the Pastors
Saturday, December  7 
10:00 a.m.  • Room 109

Please join us for this weekly Bible study as we
journey through Advent, guided by Adam’s Hamilton’s
study “Not a Silent Night.”  Each session is an
independent event, so feel free to participate on a
drop-in basis.

Wednesdays, December 4, 11, 18
4:00-5:00 p.m.  • Library

Bible Study: 
"Not a Silent Night"



Friendship Club Report
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Friends welcomed November with mixed feelings of joy and sadness. Setting the cheerful mood as
the meeting opened was a community singing of “You Can Smile,” led by Jon Melegrito with his
ukulele. Betty Bittner, Stefanie Coburn, Yvette Fischer, Glen Ludwig, Mae Miller, Darrel Poloway
and Jean Trumbo celebrated their natal days; friends reconnected with friends, filling every table
in Heavener Hall as they feasted on turkey and engaged in lively conversations; and the music of
PG & the Hot Tips made them forget the cold and dreary weather outside as they danced to the
soundtracks of their youth. 
 
But Friends were also saddened by the news that long-time friend Ken Rogers had died; that Club
President Erma McWilliams had been ill and was at home recovering; and that Rev. Adam Snell was
leaving St. Paul's after serving for more than 12 years.
 
Having just observed Veterans Day, friends and guests also took time to remember those who
served and honored them with gratitude while the PG & the Hot Tips sang “It’s a Wonderful World.”
 
Putting together the club’s monthly meetings is a team effort – thanks to telephone callers,
greeters, kitchen helpers, set up and clean-up volunteers, decorators, collectors, and
entertainment coordinators. 
 
The next meeting will be on Tuesday, December 10 starting at 11:30 a.m.

Top:  Before saying grace, Rev. Adam Snell announces
from the podium that he is leaving St. Paul's UMC and “this
may be the last time I will be at a Friendship Club
meeting.”
 

Middle Right: Cloyd Bittner does the honors of carving
the turkey for the Friends’ Thanksgiving Lunch. 
 

Bottom Right: Meg Robinson and Murray Katz dance to a
rendition of “Blue Bayou” performed by PG & the Hot Tips.

Celebrating November birthdays are, from left, Yvette Fischer, Betty Bittner, 
Stefanie Coburn, Mae Miller, Darrel Poloway, Jean Trumbo, and Glen Ludwig.

The Friendship Club is a community group offering fellowship, lunch, and entertainment for older adults from across our area.  By long
tradition, we meet on the second Tuesday of each month, October through May, at 11:30 a.m. in the fellowship hall at St. Paul's. All are
invited to come join us as we make our golden years great years!



Reconciling Team Update

A Way Forward at St. Paul's
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Following the outcome of the Special Church Conference on October 13 and at the direction of the Church Council, the
Reconciling Steering Committee has developed a six-month plan for exploring ways to make St. Paul’s more inclusive,
including possibly joining Reconciling Ministries Network (RMN). At the end of this process the Steering Committee will
recommend a date for a final vote on a membership in RMN, tentatively set for April 2020.
 
Over the next six months, you are invited to “Come to the Table of Grace,” a series of events that will solicit, explore,
and reflect all viewpoints and give you a deeper understanding of the Bible and a clearer understanding of how others
view our church and experience our community. Opportunities will include family prayer and devotional, thematic small
group discussions, monthly presentations on various inclusive themes, and intensive Bible study. Details including
dates, times, and locations will be available in the January Epistle newsletter, the weekly bulletin, church website, and
social media. 
 
Later in the spring, representatives from across the St. Paul’s UMC community will come together to craft a public
statement that expresses our values as a church, explicitly welcomes queer and other marginalized persons, and renews
our commitment to commit to ministry with all God’s children. Everyone will have an opportunity to review and offer
changes to the proposed welcoming statement, which will also be voted on in spring.

Plans & Legislation 
Coming to the 2020 General Conference

 

In May 2020, the United Methodist General Conference will convene in Minneapolis, Minnesota.
Following a contentious 2019 Special Session of General Conference, in which the Traditional
Plan was adopted maintaining that homosexuality is “incompatible with Christian teaching”
and increasing penalties for self-avowed gay clergy and clergy who officiate same-sex
weddings, the 2020 General Conference will again revisit these issues. 
 
Numerous plans and proposals have been or will be submitted. The BWC has created a website
to offer information at a glance, along with links to take you deeper. You can access it at
www.bwcumc.org/news-and-views/plans-and-legislation-coming-to-the-2020-general-
conference/
 
The information provided in the following paragraphs has been taken directly from the BWC's
page "News & Views: Plans and Legislation Coming to the 2020 General Conference."  Please
note, this list may not be exhaustive, and will be updated online from time to time.

The United States as a Regional Conference
Summary: This legislation would create a new structure, a regional conference, for churches in the United States. Under this
proposal, U.S. United Methodists would vote on initiatives that solely affect the United States and leave General Conference to
address truly global matters. The regional conference would have the power to make some changes to the Book of Discipline,
excluding portions that a General Conference may designate “non-adaptable.”

Bard-Jones Plan
Summary: Under this legislation, an annual conference would choose to join one of three groups tentatively being called the
Traditional Methodist Church, the Open Methodist Church, and the Progressive Methodist Church. The Traditional Methodist
Church would begin with a Book of Discipline that includes the Traditional Plan. The Open Methodist Church and Progressive
Methodist Church would begin with a Book of Discipline modified to include the Simple Plan as presented in St. Louis, which
called for eliminating restrictions on same-sex unions and ordination of gay persons as clergy, as well as removing the church’s
official position that homosexuality is “incompatible with Christian teaching.”



Plans & Legislation Coming to the 2020 General Conference (continued)

A Way Forward at St. Paul's
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Read More about Plans & Legislation and General Conference 2020
 
For each proposal outlined above, there are detailed plans, timelines, outlines, or coverage by reporters from the United
Methodist News Services. The BWC News & Views page includes links to access additional information. Please go online to
www.bwcumc.org/news-and-views/plans-and-legislation-coming-to-the-2020-general-conference/ to get started exploring.
 
For the UMC's news and analysis about General Conference 2020, go to: https://www.resourceumc.org/en/churchwide/general-
conference-2020/news
 
For the General Conference 2020 website, go to: https://gc2020welcome.org/
 
For the UM News Service reports about the Traditional Plan that passed at General Conference 2019, go to:
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/2019-general-conference-passes-traditional-plan

Indianapolis Plan
Summary: This legislation envisions a Traditionalist United Methodist Church that would maintain the denomination’s current
restrictions on same-sex weddings and ordination of gay clergy. A separate Centrist/Progressive United Methodist Church would
remove those restrictions, as well as church teaching that the practice of homosexuality is incompatible with Christian teaching.
The legislation holds out the possibility of a third denomination, a Progressive United Methodist Church, that would practice
immediate full inclusion of LGBTQ persons.  As part of the new conservative-leaning church, the Wesleyan Covenant Association
has published a draft of a proposed new Book of Discipline.

New Expressions Worldwide (N.E.W.) Plan
Summary: This legislation would dissolve The United Methodist Church and form four new global denominations instead. The
new Methodist expressions would be traditionalist, moderate, progressive, and liberationist in orientation. A special General
Conference before 2024 would take up the plan of separation, and a moratorium on complaints, charges, and church trials
related to the church’s restrictions around homosexuality would be in place until separation occurs.

UMC Next Plan
Summary: This legislation would keep intact The United Methodist Church as a denomination while allowing for greater
regional autonomy across the connection. The doctrinal standards in the The Book of Discipline would be retained, but the
language and policies that have excluded LGBTQ persons would be removed. Pastors would be able to determine if a couple is
ready for marriage and it would be up to annual conferences to determine if a candidate meets the criteria for ordination. This
proposal calls for the passage of proposed legislation that would create a U.S. Regional Conference to deal with matters
affecting only the U.S.

Plain Grace Plan
Summary: This legislation proposes a period of discernment leading to the creation of “fresh expressions of Methodism” that
various like-minded groups could form. Each new form of Methodism would remain in full communion with The United
Methodist Church through at least 2028 and potentially beyond, meaning that each would accept the validity of the others’
baptism and ordination, but the denominations would not be forced to accept each other's doctrine, polity, members, or
ministers. The plan also includes a “gracious exit” option for churches that don’t want to commit to the “gracious affiliation”
process this plan calls for.

Oppose Dissolution | Preserve Unity Plan
Summary: This legislation asks General Conference to allow further study with the goal of developing a new form of church
organization that creates unity in mission while allowing for contextual ministry in matters that divide us, including ministry
with and the full inclusion of LGBTQ persons. The legislation calls on the Connectional Table and the Standing Committee on
Central Conference Matters to collaborate on this effort and supports proposed legislation that would create a U.S. Regional
Conference to deal with matters affecting only the U.S.



Worship with Holy
Communion at 9:00 &
10:30 a.m. 

Worship with Holy
Communion at 9:00 a.m.
Worship at 10:30 a.m. 

Worship with Holy
Communion at 9:00 a.m.
Music Sunday & worship
at 10:30 a.m.

Worship with Holy
Communion in the
Octagon at 9:00 a.m.
Christmas Pageant &
worship at 10:30 a.m.
Children will present
"The Best Christmas
Pageant Ever."

Family worship 5:00 p.m.
Candlelight worship with
communion at 10:00
p.m.

Worship with Holy
Communion at 9:00 a.m.
Worship at 10:30 a.m.

Advent & Christmas
Worship Schedule
2019
 

December 1
Advent 1

 

December 8
Advent 2

 

December 15 
Advent 3 - Music Sunday

 

December 22
Advent 4 - Pageant Sunday

 

December 24
Christmas Eve

 

December 29
First Sunday of
Christmastide 

Welcoming the Savior is an Advent devotional written by members of St. Paul’s, with each week
focused on a different theme: welcoming change, welcoming the unexpected, welcoming the
persecuted, welcoming the devastated, and welcoming the suffering. This devotional can be used
independently, as part of your regular study practice, or with a home Advent wreath.
Advent 2019: Worship in the Home is a booklet containing five weekly reflections written by families at
St. Paul’s. Each week's reading includes a Scripture passage, a meditation, a prayer, and a hymn. It
may be used in conjunction with the lighting of the candles on your home Advent wreath.
Advent: A Calendar of Devotions 2019, published by Abingdon Press, contains readings for each day of
Advent, including a passage of Scripture, a devotion, and a closing prayer.  

Advent Seasonal Devotions
Advent is a season of hope and renewal, a time to prepare with joy for the birth of Jesus and his message
of peace. St. Paul's has three resources for use in your family and personal devotional time: 

 

Copies of both booklets, as well as instructions for making an Advent wreath, will be available in the
Narthex. We hope these resources will be helpful to you in celebrating this glorious season at home.

Christmas Caroling
Friday, December 20 •  6:30-8:00 p.m.
 

Come out for an old-fashioned Christmas Caroling adventure. All friends of all ages are welcome! We will gather in
the Parlor at 6:30 to plan out our route, then spill into the streets of Kensington to sing joyful songs. We will return
to St. Paul’s for hot cider, cocoa, and cookies. Questions? Contact Meg Baker at mbaker@stpaulsk.org or 301-933-
7933 ext. 104.

Advent Craft Workshop
Saturday, December 7 •  9:30-11:30 a.m. •
Multipurpose Room
Children (and their youth and adult friends) will have
the opportunity to make a variety of Advent and
Christmas-related crafts. The event is free of charge,
but donations are welcome. To volunteer, please
contact Meg Baker at mbaker@stpaulsk.org.

Advent & Christmas
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Poinsettias & Wreaths
Our sanctuary will again be decorated with poinsettias and our doors with wreaths.
Plan to stop by the Narthex on Sunday, December 8 or 15 after either worship service
to place an order with Betsy Sanford, coordinator, and pay by cash or check (made out
to St. Paul's with "poinsettia" on the memo line). An online order form for credit card
payments will also be available in early December at stpaulsk.org.  Poinsettias are $15

each, available in either red or white. You are encouraged to provide a brief dedication in honor or
memory of someone special. Wreath sponsorships are $30 each and only a limited number are available,
so order early. Please contact the church office if you have any questions at stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org
or 301-933-7933.

Blue Christmas Service
Wednesday, December 18 •  7:00-8:00 p.m. • Sanctuary
 

The pressure of the holidays can be hard on people who are hurting. At this
special service, Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton will lead an informal worship time
where we acknowledge the toll that pain and loss, depression, sadness, and
stress can take, and we'll pause to invite in light and peace.



Place donations in the offering plate at one of the worship services now through December 29.
Use our online giving portal on St. Paul’s website (stpaulsk.org/giving) to donate by credit or debit card, 

Mail your check to St. Paul’s UMC at 10401 Armory Ave., Kensington MD 20895 in time for us to receive

Bring your gift to the office during office hours (9:00 AM - 3:00 PM, Monday-Friday) so that we 

Use your bank’s bill pay system within their time-frame for a December 31 delivery.
Transfer appreciated stock directly to St. Paul’s to avoid paying capital gains.  Please contact 

As 2019 draws to a close, we are happy to work with you to achieve your giving goals for the year.  
To ensure that your contributions are received by December 31:

       checking, or saving account before December 31.

       it by December 31.

       receive it no later than 3:00 PM on December 31.

       Michelle Gregonis, treasurer, for St. Paul’s brokerage account.

All are welcome at our monthly Community Pancake Breakfast. 
Our Dec. 7 pancake breakfast will benefit the St. Paul’s Improvement
 Fund, a key element in maintaining and enhancing the church’s physical plant, and making it a
better place for worship and other activities. We offer pancakes, eggs, sausage, bacon, ham, and
grits — and this month’s specialty pancake is chocolate chip, a must-have! There is no fixed
charge for breakfast; rather, we ask for a free will donation. 
 

Looking ahead: our breakfast on January 4 will benefit the St. Paul’s Youth mission and travel
fund, and the feature pancake will be egg nog. 

Don’t forget: 
We include all male members and
friends of St. Paul’s as members of
The United Methodist Men. There
are no dues or fees to join – so come
and be with us!

The United Methodist Men are having
our annual potluck supper with friends
and a brief meeting. This is your
opportunity to share your favorite
spaghetti, pizza, chili, stew, soup,
casserole, salad or bread or whatever
else you think the men would enjoy.
The UMM will provide dessert (from
Jenny Cakes of course!) and beverages.
There is no charge for those bringing
something; if you do not bring
anything, the fare will be $6.00 payable
at the door by cash or check. Men are
encouraged to bring their sons along!
After a little business, we will sing a few
Christmas carols with musical
accompaniment. Please sign-up in the
church office. 

Still Wednesday
December 4 & 11 •  7:00-8:00 p.m.
Still Wednesday is open to all who feel called to a
sacred space of quiet, peace and reflection
during this Advent season. Most evenings will
include about 20 minutes of silent prayer. Each
session will have a different focus or form of
moving closer to the divine. Please note,
December 18 will be a Blue Christmas service
with Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton, and we will not
meet on Christmas Day, December 25.

End of Year Giving

Pancake Breakfast

Christmas Trees, Pancakes, and more!
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“The purpose of the United
Methodist Men is to engage in
a variety of Christ-centered
activities for the benefit of
the ministries, programs,
and activities of the church
and its members.”

The annual UMM Christmas tree sale will be held on weekends
December 6 - December 22, plus or minus a day or so depending
on when the trees sell out.  Sale hours are: Fridays 12:00-7:30
PM; Saturdays 9:00 AM–5:00 PM; Sundays 11:45 AM–5:00 PM. 
 The sale will feature Douglas, Fraser, and Canaan firs.  All trees
are priced according to size.  Pine roping and wreaths will also
be sold by Boy Scout Troop #439.  Volunteers - men, women,
and youth - are needed to staff the sale. If you can spare a few
hours, please sign up in the church office!

Christmas Tree Sale
Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays  •  December 6-22 

Saturday, December 7 •  8:00 -10:30 a.m.  •  Heavener Hall Men's 
Potluck Supper

Wednesday, December 4  
6:30 p.m.  •  Heavener Hall



Regular SPY Meeting Times
 

We gather in the Youth Lounge and Multi-Purpose
Room each Sunday (unless we're away for a retreat
weekend or holiday). Our last meeting in 2019 will
be December 15!
 

4:30 p.m. - Middle High
6:45 p.m. - Senior High

Youth Choir
 

We rehearse in the MPR on most Sundays at 6:00
p.m. (And we provide dinner too!) We'll next sing
during the 5:00 Christmas Eve Service!

Sunday, December 15 | Regular Youth Times
Bring: A Wrapped Ornament (priced $5 or less)

St. Paul's Youth
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SPY is open to all friends of St. Paul's in grades 6-12.

A Very SPY Christmas
We take the Advent and Christmas season very
seriously, so we've made sure to include all sorts of
extra holiday fun for our youth this year! Read on to
find out a little more about our extra events for both
Middle and Senior High Youth and our annual
Christmas Party! Looking for more information? Check
the SPY Briefing or website, or contact Youth Pastor
Micah Smartt! 

MH Movie Night

SH Six Flags
Friday, December 6 | 6:30 - 9:30 | Cost: $10
Bring: Comfy Christmas PJs and Blankets!

Saturday, December 14 | 2:00 - 10:00 | Cost: $30
Bring: Warm Clothing/Layers! 

Ugly Sweater Party!

Middle High Fall Retreat 

Our Middle High SPY Retreat at Manidokan Camp and Retreat Center near Harper's Ferry, West Virginia the first
weekend of November was tons of fun! In addition to time spent exploring the mountains among the changing colors
of autumn, we learned all sorts of things about our theme, "Creation," including the creation of the world, and God's
command to take care of all creation, which includes ourselves and each other! 20
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Use the words on the right to fill in
the crossword. Each word is only
used once! 
 

(Suggestion: Start with JOY and go
from there.)

Start at the bottom and find your way
to the top of the tree.

The Gift that Keeps on Giving
The Christmas season brings all kinds of wonderful things – decorating
cookies, trimming the tree, singing carols.  Then there are the gifts we give
(shop, wrap, give, repeat) and those we receive (open, exclaim, thank,
repeat). Have you ever received an extra special gift that you just love to
play with or one that you use all the time?  Sometimes we get a present
that is extra special just because it reminds us of the person who gave it to
us.  
 

Well, Christmas is also a time when we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ—
God’s extra special gift to us.  He may not have been wrapped in festive
paper with a fancy bow, but Jesus is the reason that each of us can enjoy a
relationship with God, now and forever—and this gift just keeps on giving! 
 Check out these verses to see what God has wrapped up for you through
his Son Jesus Christ:

Family Feature
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Fun kid-friendly trivia, puzzles, and Bible verses prepared by our Director of Christian Education, Mrs. Meg Baker.

Verse
Romans 6:23
Romans 5:5
Ephesians 2:8

What is the gift?
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________

A Different Kind of
Crossword Puzzle

Words
JOY

LORD
MARY
JESUS
KINGS 
GLORY
PEACE

JOSEPH
ANGELS
CHRIST

MANGER
SAVIOUR

SHEPHERDS
BETHLEHEM

 
to the World

Joy



The St. Paul’s Adult Education Committee encourages our members to take advantage of ongoing educational opportunities provided through the
Biblical Archaeology Forum. This local community group's monthly lectures bring together leading Bible scholars and archaeologists to enlighten
us in our understanding of the biblical texts and the biblical world.

This photograph of the altar in St.
Paul’s Methodist Church, decorated
for Christmas, was made in 1958 and
appears in the History Book. The
sanctuary was extensively damaged in
the 1966 fire. Subsequently, the room
was renovated and became the social
hall for the congregation, used for
pancake suppers, yard sales,
meetings, and many other such
church wide events. 

Bits of History
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For more
information about
this article or the
St. Paul’s History
Committee, please
contact Jack
Lipscomb at
jplipscomb@verizon
.net or (301) 774-
2761. The price of
the History Book is
$10.

From its beginnings as a humble village to its height as a metropolis that ruled the Mediterranean,
the city of Rome had as its geographic and social center the Roman Forum. The Forum was the
stage on which statesmen such as Cicero and Julius Caesar played out their games of intrigue
which helped determine the fate of the Republic.  When that fate was sealed and the Republic
gave way to Empire, the Forum remained the traditional heart of the Roman people even as its
political significance changed drastically. Against its architectural and historical backdrop,
Emperors attempted to maintain the façade of republican rule by investing themselves in the
visual history of Rome.  Even cities under Roman control emulated the Forum in order to 

Biblical Archaeology Forum:
Monument, Memory and Cultural Identity in the Roman Forum
Wednesday, Dec. 11  •  8:00 p.m. •  Bender JCC (6125 Montrose Road, Rockville, MD)

demonstrate their loyalty. This illustrated talk, by Christopher Gregg, Assistant Professor of History and Art History at George Mason University,
will chart the development of the Forum: from its marshy origins as a graveyard to the monument-crowded area conquered bybarbarians. 
 Using select monuments and ancient texts, we will make this rich and complex section of the ancient city unfold for the modern viewer.
General admission is $10, college students $5, and high school students with ID receive free admission.  For more info, visit jccgw.org/baf
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
9am Worship with
Communion
10:30am Worship with
Communion
10:30am Children's
Sunday School
11:45am Youth Sunday
School
11:45am Pageant
Rehearsal
4:30pm Middle High SPY
6pm Youth Choir
6:45pm Senior High SPY

2
No church
activities
scheduled

3
9am Christian
Faith 101
10am Prayer Lift
10:45am
Lectionary Bible
Study
7pm Disciple I
7pm Journey
Group

4
10:30am Martha
Circle
4pm Bible Study &
Meditation
6:30pm UMM
Supper & General
Meeting
6:45pm Joyful
Ringers!
7pm Lydia Circle
7pm Reconciling
Steering Team
7pm Still
Wednesday

5
9:30am Piano
Tuning
7:30pm
Sanctuary
Choir Rehearsal

6
12pm Christmas
Tree Sale
6:30pm Middle
High SPY
Christmas Movie
Night

7
8am Pancake
Breakfast
9am Christmas
Tree Sale
9:30am Children's
Advent Craft
Workshop
10am Pie with the
Pastors

8
9am Worship with
Communion
9am Giving Tree Gifts Due
9:45am Poinsettia Orders
10:30am Worship
10:30am Children's
Sunday School
11:45 am Christmas Tree
Sale
11:45am Youth Sunday
School
11:45am Pageant
Rehearsal
4:30pm Middle High SPY
6pm Youth Choir
6:45pm Senior High SPY

9
10:30am Staff
Meeting
7pm Yarn
Ministry
 

10
9am Christian
Faith 101
10am Prayer Lift
11:30am
Friendship Club
7pm Disciple I
7pm Journey
Group

11
4pm Bible Study &
Meditation
6:45pm Joyful
Ringers!
7pm Still
Wednesday

12
11:30am Piano
Tuning
7:30pm
Sanctuary
Choir Rehearsal

13
12pm
Christmas Tree
Sale

14
9am Christmas
Tree Sale
2:30pm Senior
High SPY Holiday
in the Park trip to
at Six Flags

15
9am Worship with
Communion
9am Joyful Ringers!
9:45am Poinsettia Order
10:30am Worship
10:30am Children's
Sunday School
11:45am Christmas Tree
Sale
11:45am Youth Sunday
School
11:45am Pageant
Rehearsal
2pm Cookies & Carols
4:30pm Middle High SPY
6pm Youth Choir
6:45pm Senior High SPY

16
12:30pm Staff
Holiday Lunch

17
10am Prayer Lift
10:45am
Lectionary Bible
Study
7pm Disciple I
7pm Journey
Group

18
4pm Bible Study &
Meditation
7pm Blue
Christmas worship
service

19
7:30pm
Sanctuary
Choir Rehearsal

20
12pm
Christmas Tree
Sale
6:30pm
Christmas
Caroling

21
9am Christmas
Tree Sale
9am Christmas
Pageant Dress
Rehearsal

22
9am Worship with
Communion
10:30am Worship
11:45am Christmas Tree
Sale
6pm Youth Choir

23
10:30am Staff
Meeting

24
10am Prayer Lift
5pm Family
Christmas Eve
Worship
9:30pm Musical
Prelude
10pm Christmas
Eve Worship

25
Christmas Day
Church building
closed.

26
Church
building closed.

27
No church
activities
scheduled

28
No church
activities
scheduled

29
9am Worship with
Communion
10:30am Worship
 

30
No church
activities
scheduled

31
10am Prayer Lift
7pm Journey
Group

Please note, schedule changes may occur after this calendar is
published. Please check with your group leader if you have any
questions. If you have upcoming events or announcements for the
Epistle, submit them to Erin Steele by Dec. 15 in order to have them
appear in the January issue!
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St. Paul's United 
Methodist Church
10401 Armory Avenue
Kensington, Maryland 20895
301-933-7933 • stpaulsk.org

Worship Schedule
Sunday 9:00 a.m.
Worship and Communion in the Sanctuary. Nursery care available.

 

Sunday 10:30 a.m.
Worship in the Sanctuary. Sunday School and nursery care available.

 

Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
Still Wednesday in the Sanctuary or Octagon.

Epistle Options
 

Email (color)
Send an email to stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org to be
added to the email list.
 

Download (color)
Go to the St. Paul's website at
http://stpaulsk.org/community/epistle-weekly-news
 

Mail (black & white)
Contact the church office to be added to the mailing list.
 

Pick Up (black & white)
Copies are available in the Narthex and church office.


