
Letter from the Senior Pastor
Greetings All!
 

It began as any other Lenten season… yet it has proven to be anything but. In the

midst of what should be a season of reflection and introspection, we have been

tossed a curveball. Each of us, called to a collective place of disbelief as we watched

the unfolding global pandemic, must pause for an interruption of epic proportions. 
 

As I write this, we are in the early days of a two week “physical distancing” and

while I certainly feel cut off from the routine of life, I have never felt closer to God.

For truly there is no place else to turn, no other place to go, no other One who can

or will get us through.
 

And as the world is collectively holding its breath, at a time when we have no clue

what the next announcement will bring, I have the audacity to be looking ahead to

resurrection. For no matter what is next, there will be a breaking out, there will be

a coming forth, there will be an awakening and a new beginning.
 

Literally, we will come out of this differently than when this pandemic began. This

will cause us to reexamine life on a variety of levels, systemically, financially, and

medically to name a few. But those of us who profess to love the Lord will come out

of this having looked at our relationship with God and our relationship with life

from an entirely different perspective.
 

While it may be entirely possible to emerge from this experience unscathed, it

would seem impossible to emerge unchanged. For at the least, our vulnerabilities

have been exposed, our sense of security shaken, and our sense of well being

challenged. At some point we will, in retrospect, add this to the list of those things

which have shaken us to the core, and from which we have survived. The cost,

however, of our survival is still being tallied.
 

So while we watch and wait, may we also hope. May we hope not only for cure

and eradication, may we hope that out of this God brings good... good in us, good in

life, good in the world. May it be so.
 

~Pastor Pat
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Dear St. Paul’s family – 
 

We are both blessed and cursed to live in interesting times, beloved ones.
 

As I write this, my husband and I are wrapping up a 14-day quarantine after being
exposed to the novel coronavirus by a relative who traveled out of the country at the
beginning of the pandemic.  I want to assure you that we are both fine, that our
symptoms have been mild enough not to warrant any additional care, and that we are
well-supplied with food and other necessities here at home (though desperately looking
forward to going somewhere, anywhere, in a few days!)
 

Thus far, our church community has largely been spared direct impact by this virus, but
the unfortunate reality is that this is likely to change.  The novel coronavirus is no
respecter of status, school district, present level of health, or any other factor.  Pastor
Pat and I, in consultation with other clergy in our conference, are preparing for a near
future in which we will be (and already are) offering end-of-life care and family support
remotely, helping families make difficult decisions about when and how to celebrate the
lives of loved ones who pass on during this time of physical distancing.  At the same
time, our Stephen Ministers and staff are hard at work making contact with members
and friends of our congregation to offer spiritual care as well as financial and other
assistance for those who may need it.  Our Hunger Ministry will be offering larger gift
cards to families next month to help make up for a gap in physical food distribution.
 

All of this communication is made possible by the information each of you provides to
us regarding home and email addresses, as well as phone numbers.  If you have not
heard from a member of our church staff or a Stephen Minister by the time you receive
this, it is likely that the phone and/or email address we have for you is out of date.  Since
most of our resources are being offered primarily online at this point, please take a
moment and email stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org with updated email or phone numbers
at your earliest convenience so we can make sure you are connected with our church
community and its resources as fully as possible while we are all separated.
 

Please know that I deeply miss seeing each of your faces on Sunday mornings, and am
looking forward with hope and joy to the day when we will all worship together again!
 

Peace,
Pastor Kate
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Lectionary
April 5
Philippians 1:5-11;  Matthew 21:1-11
Preaching: Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton
 

April 9
Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19
Preaching: Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton
 

April 12 - Easter Sunday
John 20:1-18
Preaching: Rev. Dr. Pat Allen

April 19
Acts 2:14a, 22-32; John 20:19-31
Preaching: Rev. Dr. Pat Allen
 

April 26
Luke 24:13-35 
Preaching: Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton



granddaughter of Diane Kaufman

Special flowers graced the
altar during the month of
December to celebrate the
birth of 

Alice Ruby Barber

Dear St. Paul’s friends,  
       Thank you so much for the many cards, prayers and words of encouragement
over the past months during my husband Erwin’s illness and after his death.   
              Love,
             Mary Lou DeHaven      

Ms. Susie Propes
3301 S. Leisure World Blvd.
Apt. #2E
Silver Spring, MD 20906
 
Dr. Jo Campa
301 Russell Ave., #219
Wilson Building
Gaithersburg MD 20877
 
Ms. Mary McCausland
4223 Colchester Drive
Kensington MD 20895

Mrs. Dorothea Depenbrock
6602 Greyswood Road
Larmax Home
North Bethesda MD 20817
 
Mrs. Becky Little
Oak Park Arms
408 S. Oak Park Ave., #311
Oak Park IL 60302
 
Mrs. Esther McCraw
185 Pine Haven Shores Rd., #4101
Shelburne VT 05482

Thank You Notes Frances Reed
& Sheila Clark

Sympathy
We extend our deepest
sympathies to those who
lost loved ones during
March 2020:

Congregational Care

www.stpaulsk.org3 • The Epistle • April 2020  

Diane Kaufman
following the death of her mother 

Frances Conley

Althea Burnett
following her death

Send a Card or Note
The following St. Paul's friends would
appreciate your thoughts and
expressions of care...

The family of

Jean McKinney

following the death of Frances's brother
and Sheila's uncle, Booth Dunlap

Betty Capps
following the death of her aunt 

Marbia Tonkin

The family of

following her death

William Coale III
son of Raquel & William Coale II,

brother of Kaitlyn and Anna,
and grandson of Bill & Sharon Coale

Joy
We rejoice at the birth of

Dear Parishioners of St. Paul's United Methodist Church,
       Thank you for your generous donation to the Imagination Library of
Montgomery County. We are grateful for the church's ongoing support, as this is
the third or fourth year we have been part of the Scattered for Service tradition.
This donation helps us provide over 250 free books to children in Montgomery
County. An age-appropriate book will be mailed each month to the registered
child's home at no cost whatsoever. By developing a love of books and
encouraging reading aloud, we will impact the pre-reading and kindergarten
readiness skills that are so important for school success.  Thank you again for
supporting the Imagination Library.  
              Sincerely,
             Susan Greif, President     

Dear St. Paul's UMC, 
       I want to thank you for your kind and generous gift towards the ministry of West River. Donations like yours which provide
both needed supplies and camperships are vital to maintaining West River and allowing us to continue to be in ministry.  2019
was a great year for West River. This summer West River expanded our day camp program by 50%! We have also been engaged in
long-range planning which helped us evaluate our current ministry and explore ways we can expand. One of the goals is to
engage all our campers with the waterfront in more meaningful ways. We have hired a new staff person as we work towards the
goal of giving every camper an opportunity to sail during their week of camp. Finally, I am excited to share that we have been
working with the Department of Natural Resources and the Alliance for The Chesapeake Bay on a $1 million living shoreline
project which will redo approximately 1000 feet of shoreline through the heart of camp. This project will help mitigate sea level
rise, improve storm water management, provide habitat, and create new education opportunities for campers and retreat guests.
Thank you again for your donation and your prayers as together we seek to transform lives and change the world one person at a
time.
             In Christ,
            Chris Schlieckert, Director, Camp & Retreat Ministries and The West River Center



granddaughter of Diane Kaufman

Special flowers graced the
altar during the month of
December to celebrate the
birth of 

Alice Ruby Barber

Dear Friends, 
       Thank you for faithfully supporting the ministry of Freedom
Farm Ministries. The mission of Freedom Farm Ministries is to
offer restoration through the transforming power of Jesus
Christ to men who are broken by substance addiction. This
done through a 1 year, three phase program. Thank you again
for your support and may God continue to bless you. "So if the
Son sets you free, you are free indeed." John 8:36.
              Sincerely,
             Jim Quigley, Executive Director     

Dear Friends in Mission, 
       Thank you! Your financial support is enabling Global Ministries missionaries to fulfill the mission of The United Methodist
Church. Through your financial support, you are serving within a vital network of interactive relationships in more than 60
countries around the world. Nearly 400 United Methodist missionaries come from many places and backgrounds, witnessing
and serving in dramatically different locales and cultures, engaging in a range of activities and professions as pastors,
educators, congregational and leadership developers, regional coordinators for UMCOR, agriculturalists, health coordinators,
and doctors. On behalf of the people who are recipients of the love of God through the direct ministry of a Global Missions
missionary -- thank you.
              Grace & peace,
             Thomas G. Kemper, General Secretary  and Roland Fernandes, COO & General Treasurer    

Dear Friends at St. Paul's, 
       Thank you for your generous contribution to our cause of
providing basic human services and providing a strong
safety net for people experiencing homelessness and
poverty in Montgomery County. Your gift allows us to
provide critical services for over 1,000 people in need of
meals, social services, vision care, and/or clothing.
Shepherd's Table is lucky to have a dedicated number of
donors and volunteers. Looking forward to 2020 and
beyond, Shepherd's Table is working on expanding our
programming and overall community impasct. We have
been experiencing a steady increase in the number of
people who use our services, and without your dedication
and commitment to Shepherd's Table, we simply could not
operate. Thank you for your support! We appreciate you!
             With gratitude,
             Manny Hidalgo, Executive Director     

Congregational Care
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More Thank You Notes
Dear St. Paul's,
       Thank you for including Montgomery Hospice in the
Scattered for Service catalog again this year. We greatly
appreciate St. Paul's supporting our work through this
program. For more than 38 years, Montgomery Hospice
has been committed to providing high quality,
compassionate medical care to terminally-ill individuals.
Your parishioners' generosity helps ensure that our
services are available to all who need them, including
those without insurance and with limited financial
resources. Community support also allows us to go above
and beyond through our Volunteer Services,
Complementary Therapies, and Bereavement Care
programs, which are provided at no cost to our patients
and their families. Thank you for continuing to make a
difference in the lives of others this year!  
              With gratitude,
             Ann Mitchell, MPH, President & CEO     

Dear St. Paul's United Methodist Church,
       Please share our heartfelt thanks with all who so
generously supported the 2019 Scattered for Service
campaign. We are filled with gratitude for your generous
support. Your gift will be instrumental in assisting our
homeless students with new socks, underwear, shoes,
uniforms, jackets, and other essential items. Your
compassion and giving spirit helps us to provide for these
needs. February of this year marked our 28th year of serving
children in transition in our community and Scattered for
Service has been a part of our success over the years. We
are so grateful for your friendship and humbled by your
kindness. Scattered for Service is such an incredible
program and a gift to all the non-profits who benefit from
your compassion for the less fortunate. We so appreciate
the opportunity to be part of your program. On behalf of all
the students, teachers, staff, and volunteers of TLC, thank
you again for truly making a difference.
              Sincerely,
             Diana Machado, Presidet

 Sara Garfield, Executive Director  
TLC Foundation for Homeless Children of San
Joaquin County

Dear St. Paul's, 
       Thank you very much for supporting Housing Up and our
mission. Thanks to your support, we provided stable housing
and supportive services to more than 700 families. The support
you gave was necessary for us to continue to help families
thrive in Washington DC. You have helped us stay strong and
have given us a good start into 2020, our 30th anniversary year.
Each donation gives the families in our program a stable home
and enables them to transform their lives.
              Sincerely yours,
             Philip H. Hecht, President & CEO    



There are many reasons to be in prayer right now. You might be missing the yellow prayer cards found in the Sanctuary
pews, or the purple sheets tucked into each worship bulletin during the season of Lent inviting your prayer requests. If so,
our online Prayer Requests form can help fill this gap. Visit stpaulsk.org/community/prayer-requests then click to be taken to
our secure form. You will have the option to share your request confidentially with only the pastors, or to share with the
Prayer Lift Team. Until we can return to regular gatherings, Prayer Lift participants will receive the requests by email. We will
experiment with holding a modified Prayer Lift session by phone at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesdays starting April 7. To join the call,
dial 425-436-6326 and enter access code 774042.

Daily Breath
 

Most mornings at 9:00 a.m.
 
Start the day with St. Paul's. Most mornings, Pastor Kate or a
member of the staff will lead a live session with a Scripture
selection and a meditative thought that links the biblical word and
our need for peace, hope, and reassurance during this challenging
time. 
 

You don't have to have a Facebook account to access it - simply go
to www.facebook.com/stpaulskensington/ to watch, listen, and take
a breath.

Connecting during COVID-19
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Sunday Video Worship
While the novel corona virus outbreak prevents us from worshiping together, make
time in your life for worship at home or wherever you are. Visit our new Worship at
Home web page at stpaulsk.org/worship/worship-at-home where you'll find a video
posted each Sunday with the pastors reading a Scripture selection and sharing a
sermon message tailored to these trying times. Pastor Pat has developed a guide to
creating worship space - physically and mentally - for use at home during this time. This
two-page guide was mailed to our member mailing list and is available to all for
download at stpaulsk.org.

Lifting Up Prayer Requests

In this time of isolation, we are pleased to be able to help organize
opportunities for congregants to participate in “virtual” small group
gatherings, either by phone or online. Some of you may want to meet just to
be in community, others may wish to focus on prayer or Bible study, and
still others may be interested in some sort of online adult study. We hope
this opportunity will provide another way for people to engage with our
faith community. To find out more, please contact Meg Baker at
mbaker@stpaulsk.org or 301-933-7933 ext. 104.

We Gather Together:
Small Groups Now Forming

The Wednesday Afternoon Bible Study is already meeting via zoom and you are welcome to join the group! Please contact
Meg Baker at mbaker@stpaulsk.org for more information. Meg is also happy to help if you want to set up your own group!

Wednesday Afternoon Bible Study



Connecting during COVID-19
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Still Wednesday, Still Meeting
Wednesdays  •  7:00-8:00 p.m.
 
Still Wednesday will meet virtually each week during our usual time, using Zoom.
This evening time dedicated to meditative worship is open to all. Anyone interested
in participating should email Kenzie Raulin (kenzier@rcn.com). Organizers will email
participants with a Zoom invitation including a link to join the next Still Wednesday
meeting. In the middle of life's busy times, Still Wednesday encourages you to light a
candle, pause, and invite in the Divine with silent prayer and thoughtful reflection. 

The Poor People's Campaign: June 2020 event was originally scheduled as a March on Washington this summer. In the
face of an illness that puts the already-marginalized poor and low-wage earners at higher risk of complications, the Poor
People's Campaign is changing formats and going on-line.
 

Local wings of the organization include a Maryland chapter operating in the Baltimore-Washington region. In addition to
the national activities, Maryland organizers invite participation in such things as the "Jammin' for Justice" Poetry Slam
in February, a history tour about lynching in Montgomery County held in March, and a Voter Registration Drive scheduled
for May. (https://www.poorpeoplescampaign.org/committee/maryland/)
 

From https://www.poorpeoplescampaign.org/june2020/
"In 1968, Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and many others called for a 'revolution of values' in America. They sought to
build a broad, fusion movement that could unite poor and impacted communities across the country. Their name was a
direct cry from the underside of history: The Poor People’s Campaign. Today, the Poor People’s Campaign: A National Call
for Moral Revival has picked up this unfinished work.... The Mass Poor People’s Assembly & Moral March on Washington is
going digital! On June 20, we will hold the largest digital and social media gathering of poor and low-wealth people,
moral and religious leaders, advocates, and people of conscience in this nation’s history. Read more at
www.june2020.org."

Poor People's Campaign



Pending:
Indoor Yard Sale

Pancake Breakfast Canceled

Weekly News Emails

Breakfast scheduled for April 4 has been CANCELED. We look
forward to serving our community again once the public
health crisis sparked by the corona virus has passed.
 
During normal operations, the Community Pancake Breakfast,
sponsored by our United Methodist Men's group, is open to all!
We usually serve pancakes (regular and a featured specialty),
scrambled eggs, ham, sausage, bacon, grits, fruit, and
beverages on the first Saturday of every month, except for July
& August. Proceeds support regional, local, and national
charities.

Serving our Members and Beyond

www.stpaulsk.org7 • The Epistle • April 2020

No Breakfast in April

The Spring Yard Sale was scheduled
for May 15 and 16, with "receiving
day" for dropping off and sorting
donations on May 14. 
 
For now, we are still holding open the
possibility the Yard Sale may occur,
but all events are subject to change.
Check the Epistle, weekly news email,
or website for updates as we get
closer to May!

Friendship Club Updates

Now that we understand the virus a little
better, we see what a threat it really poses. The
Friendship Club will not meet in April, and will
assess what to do about future meetings. In a
normal year, the Friendship Club has had a
tradition of taking a trip in June and enjoying a
lunch at a scenic destination. This year,
however, there's too much uncertainty to be
able to plan such an outing at the moment. We
will hope that all our members of the
community are safe and well, and that we'll be
back together soon to celebrate our golden
years with Friends. Friends enjoying the view during a trip in 2018

Nothing is more important than taking care of our Friends! 
 

In March, out of an abundance of caution, Friendship Club president Erma McWilliams made the wise decision to cancel the
March meeting. News was just starting to spread about a new illness.

Our weekly email newsletter is the best way to stay on top of
regular events and breaking news at St. Paul's. ANYONE can
sign up! Mention the email newsletter to your friends, and help
us reach more people.
 

Visit stpaulsk.org/community/epistle-weekly-news then click
where it says "Click here to Sign up for our weekly newsletter
by email." Simply provide a name and email address, check a
box, and click a button to join the email list. Done! You'll get an
email once a week with the upcoming Sunday scripture, a
message from the senior pastor, and announcements, plus a
note once a month when the Epistle is ready.
 

If you need assistance, email Erin Steele, administrator, at
stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org and Erin can add you to the list. 

The UMM will celebrate our successes over the past year with
an outing in July. The plan this year is a trip to Nationals Park
to watch the Nats take on the Philadelphia Phillies on
Sunday, July 12. 
 
The event is open to all St. Paul’s men, their families, and
guests. Advanced reservations is required. If you are
interested in attending and would like to reserve tickets,
please contact Phil Rush (240-426-9907;
phil_rush@hotmail.com).     

UMM
Outing
Sunday • July 12



Faithful Giving, Study, & Care
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Our popular Adult Education series was scheduled to meet
for 6 weeks, March 3 - April 7, but our courses have been
temporarily interrupted after just two sessions. The
remaining sessions of Supper & Study classes will be
rescheduled once the COVID-19 outbreak poses less of a
hazard and we are once again able to gather together to
share a meal and explore topics that build our
understanding and our faith.

Supper & Study Classes Pause 

Faithful Giving

The Hunger Ministry and similar ministries depend on the funds you provide to feed and serve those in need. Your
donations let us provide tangible assistance for people who have limited access to resources.
Your support lets us uphold our commitment to the local and global community through established UMC channels like
UMCOR, bringing aid to those whose recovery from disaster is now compounded by COVID19.
Your gifts will enable us to respond quickly to aid those in our church whose livelihoods have been impacted by the
current shutdown. Those who have seen their hours cut or lost their jobs will be in need of assistance, and we want St.
Paul’s to be ready to address those needs.
Continuing regular offerings helps provide for our clergy and staff. St. Paul’s is committed to paying our staff full wages,
and they continue to work remotely, finding new and creative ways to care for our church community while supporting
their own families.

So often, we are taught that it's not "polite" to talk about money. The truth is, St. Paul's relies on our members and friends
who provide offerings and other financial support. John Wesley himself, the founder of Methodism and a legendarily frugal
man, had this to say in "The Use of Money:"

 
 
 
 
 
 

Churches, like other organizations, face challenges when we cannot have people coming together. As Pastor Pat writes in the
letter mailed to the congregation on March 26, here are some things your giving makes possible:

 
Jesus taught that giving from the heart is more important than having great riches. So please, continue to give at whatever
level you’re able. If you normally write a check, you can continue to do so and drop it in the mail, which we are processing
regularly. If you normally give online, please continue to do so. If you have not previously used our secure online giving
options, consider visiting stpaulsk.org/giving to learn more. And if you are blessed to be able to increase your giving, now
would be a wonderful time to do so. 
 
If you find yourself in a place where you are in need of assistance, please reach out to your pastors. Pastor Pat and Pastor Kate
will do their best to connect you with resources and help.

"[Money] is an excellent gift of God, answering the noblest ends. In the hands of his children, it is food for
the hungry, drink for the thirsty, raiment for the naked. It gives to the traveler and the stranger where to
lay his head. By it we may supply the place of a husband to the widow, and of a father for the fatherless;
we may be a defense for the oppressed, a means of health to the sick, of ease to them that are in pain. It
may be as eyes to the blind, as feet to the lame; yea, a lifter up from the gates of death."

The many unknown factors and
stresses caused by the COVID19
outbreak can take a toll. All our
Stephen Ministers have been trained
to listen and care in the name of
Jesus Christ.
 
Having someone who will listen non-
judgmentally and with caring and
can be available to walk with you

Stephen Ministers

over time may help in your effort to make sense from chaos.
Stephen Ministers take confidentiality very seriously. Consider
contacting Pastor Kate or Virginia Bickford (301-598-5496) to
see if a Stephen Minister could be a good fit to listen and
comfort you, and to ask for a referral.



Selections from "Church Leaders Postpone General Conference 2020"
View the full article here: https://tinyurl.com/r6mt4y5
By Heather Hahn for the UM News service
Published March 18, 2020
 
With the coronavirus disrupting lives worldwide, General Conference organizers determined they have no
choice but to postpone The United Methodist Church's top legislative assembly. 
 
The Minneapolis Convention Center — scheduled to host the 2020 General Conference — announced it is
now canceling gatherings of 50 or more people through May 10. The shutdown covers the first five days of
the denomination’s 10-day meeting, which was set to draw 862 delegates, 66 bishops and others from four
continents.
 
"This news is not unexpected based on the current guidance from health officials and we expect to move
forward with new plans as quickly as possible," Kim Simpson said in a statement. She is the chair of the
Commission on the General Conference that plans the big meeting.
 
The commission's executive committee, which met by teleconference March 18, decided the venue's
announcement meant that General Conference could no longer go forward May 5-15 as planned. However,
commission members do not yet know how quickly they can announce new dates. [...]
 
General Conference organizers and the bishops acknowledge the legislative assembly scheduled this year
comes at a particularly sensitive time for the church. United Methodists have submitted multiple proposals
to resolve the denomination’s longtime debate over homosexuality by splitting the denomination.
 
General Conference also faces other critical decisions such as setting the denomination’s four-year budget
and electing numerous leaders[.]

General Conference News
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The United Methodist Church
General Conference 2020 Postponed

Delegates pause for prayer at the 2019 special General Conference in St. Louis. File photo by Kathleen Barry, UM News.
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Upcoming Activities:
 

The Better Humans Book Club
This book club is open to everyone! Although we cannot meet in person, we
encourage you to continue reading. The April selection originally intended for
discussion on April 15 is Disunity in Christ: Uncovering the Hidden Forces that Keep
Us Apart by Christena Cleveland. Divisions have been epidemic in the body of
Christ from the beginning to the present. We criticize those who disagree with us,
don't look like us, don't act like us, and don't like what we like. Though we may
think we know why this happens, Christena Cleveland says we probably don't.
With a personal touch and the trained eye of a social psychologist, she reveals the
unseen dynamics that separate us, providing real insight for ministry leaders who
attempt to build bridges across boundaries. See all the book club selections at
stpaulsk.org/community/the-way-forward.
 
 
Drafting a Welcoming Statement
As part of our discernment process, St. Paul’s UMC is drafting an inclusive
statement of welcome. Representatives from church affinity groups and members
of our Reconciliation Steering Committee are drafting an inclusive statement of
welcome. Leaders are working to find ways to meet by phone or video conference
so they can continue this work. Although the timeframe may change because of
complications from Coronavirus cancellations, we hope to offer the statement  to
the congregation for review in April before it is sent to our Church Council.
 
 

Lenten Devotional Study
This study was written by St. Paul's members and friends.  It is a collection of
scripture, prayers and reflections that invites the reader to spend time each week
exploring what it means to welcome the outsider. You can also download this
devotional booklet in *pdf form by visiting stpaulsk.org/community/adult-
education and scrolling down to "Lenten Resources."

At the direction of Church Council, the Reconciliation Steering Committee has developed a plan for making St. Paul’s more
inclusive, especially for minorities and LGBTQ+ friends. You are invited to “Come to the Table of Grace,” where we will solicit,
explore, and reflect all viewpoints to invite a deeper understanding of the Bible and a clearer vision of our community. At the
end of this process the Steering Committee will recommend a date for a final vote on membership in RMN. 

Come to the Table of Grace: 
A Way Forward Series

Reconciliation
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Ways to Praise



VBS

Tuesday June 16 - Friday June 19  •  9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon 
 
St. Paul's popular Vacation Bible School camp program is still on the schedule for this summer! Camper registration and
payments can be made online at stpaulsk.org/community/vbs.  Applications and fees will be accepted until May 1 or when
groups are full. A limited number of late applications may be accepted from May 1 to June 1 depending on availability. Please
note that we cannot take new campers at the door.
 
Children age 3 through rising-5th-grade from throughout the community will have fun in the 2020 VBS program "Once Upon a
Breadbasket." Stories this year focus on God's gifts that feed people and let them break bread together. Adult teachers and
youth volunteers shepherd our campers as they enjoy Bible stories, songs, crafts, active play, and - of course - snacks!  Read
more about the camper experience at  stpaulsk.org/community/vbs or contact the church office.

Children's Programming

www.stpaulsk.org12 • The Epistle • April 2020

As we all adjust to this new way of doing things, please know that we are working to bring both
our children’s ministry and adult education up to speed in virtual format. Here’s what’s coming:

Sunday School 
For now, we are emailing a variety of curriculum materials, including the
week’s Family Page and activity sheets/coloring pages for different ages,
to our Sunday School families/community. We anticipate expanding this
to include a weekly videotaped “children’s moment” or “chapel time” as
well. If you aren't getting emails and would like to, please contact our
Director of Christian Education, Dr. Meg Baker, at mbaker@stpaulsk.org.

Easter Eggstravanza
While we can't gather for our breakfast, story time, crafts, and egg hunt,
we are working to bring many elements of this experience to families
virtually! Stay tuned for more info.

Children's Ministry
Additional virtual opportunities are in the works, including a Children's
Check-In video series as well as weekly Bedtime Stories and Kids
Connection experiences. Be sure to check the St. Paul’s website
(stpaulsk.org/community/children) frequently for updates going forward!.



Palm Sunday is April 5. This launches us into Holy Week. On Palm Sunday, we celebrate the arrival
of Jesus in Jerusalem when people cheered and waved palm branches to greet him. This story
appears in all four Gospels: Matthew 21:1–11, Mark 11:1–11, Luke 19:28–40, John 12:12–19.
 
Some churches have special readings or prayers on Holy Monday, Holy Tuesday, and Holy
Wednesday that follow Jesus' story. 
 
“Maundy Thursday,” may sound like two days of the week bunched together, but it actually
commemorates the events of the day before Jesus’ crucifixion:

• the Last Supper (Matthew 26:26-29), 
• Jesus washing the disciples’ feet (John 13:3-20), 
• the agony in the Garden (Luke 22:39-46), and
• the arrest of Jesus (Matthew 26:46-50).  

The word “Maundy” comes from the Latin word “mandatum,” which means commandment.  This is
the word Jesus used that night when he told his disciples, "A new commandment I give to you, that
you love one another; even as I have loved you, that you also love one another." (John 13:34) 
 
Good Friday does not seem like a very good day in our story - it marks the day that Jesus died on the
cross. Good Friday church services are usually very quiet and serious.
 
Holy Saturday (also sometimes called Black Saturday) stands as the day between when Jesus died
and his resurrection. In the evening, some churches have an Easter Vigil waiting for Easter morning.
 
Easter Sunday celebrates Jesus rising from the dead. The tomb is empty, and he appears to his
beloved disciples. This day of celebration kicks off Eastertide - a season in the church that lasts 50
days! Around the world, people have different ways of celebrating Easter, including special worship
services, parades, fancy dinners, dyeing and decorating eggs, and Easter egg hunts.

Days of the [Holy] Week

Family Feature

www.stpaulsk.org13 • The Epistle • April 2020

Fun kid-friendly trivia, puzzles, and Bible verses prepared by our Director of Christian Education, Dr. Meg Baker.

The church observes several important events this month during Holy Week, leading up
to a celebration at Easter. This year, we are helping keep everyone safe by having our
celebrations at home. 

Resurrection Rolls
In this recipe, the dough represents the tomb and the marshmallow represents the body of
Christ. The butter and cinnamon sugar represent the oils and spices used to anoint a body at
burial. You will need:

Refrigerator Biscuits or Rolls – 1 tube
Large Marshmallows – 1 per biscuit
Melted Butter
Cinnamon Sugar

 

Dip the marshmallow in butter and roll it in cinnamon sugar. Next, flatten the dough if
necessary. Lay one marshmallow on one piece of dough and carefully wrap it around the
marshmallow. Make sure all seams are sealed and pinched together well (otherwise, the
marshmallow will “ooze” out of the seams).  Bake according to package directions.  Cool.
Break open the tomb and the body of Christ is no longer there! Jesus is alive!



Confirmation 2020 
The journey to Confirmation is still
underway for twelve young people in St.
Paul’s Confirmation Class of 2020. Please
be in prayer for these individuals as they
dig deep into faith and explore what it
means to be a Christian. Prayers for their
parents, mentors, and teachers are
appreciated as well, and that a Spirit-led
journey will be had by all. Those who
choose to become full members of St.
Paul’s will be received in worship on
Pentecost Sunday, May 31, 2020.
 

Sophia Bartley

Audrey Brown 

Connor Buss 

Ella Carmen 

Charlotte Markey 

Mattias Meszaros 

Natalie Mullens 

Colin O’Neill 

Anna Ruhlen 

Aki Takata 

Charlotte Weikert 

John Stephens

Regular SPY Meeting Times
 

We're temporarily closed, but when we are able to
gather, you'll find our Youth in the Youth Lounge
and Multi-Purpose Room each Sunday (unless
we're away for a retreat weekend or holiday). 
 

4:30 p.m. - Middle High
6:45 p.m. - Senior High

St. Paul's Youth
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SPY  i s  open  to all  f r i e nds  of  St .  Paul ' s  i n  grades  6 - 1 2 .

I N t o  T H e  W i l d e r n e s s

Due to the novel corona virus, West River Center and other
retreat sites have closed until further notice. If you signed

up for retreat, Micah will be in touch about refunds. We
hope to schedule other fun activities as soon as the limits

on groups and activities are lifted.

Wilderness Trail is a backpacking ministry located in southern Virginia. The trip
entails a 4 day, roughly 40 mile hike along the Appalachian Trail. We still have 11
open spots for youth and friends of St. Paul's grades 6-12 and several more spots for
adult chaperones. If you want to know more, please see our website, read more in
the monthly SPY Briefing, or email Micah directly at msmartt@stpaulsk.org.

r e t r e a t s   C a n c e l e d

W i l d e r n e s s  T r a i l
J u l y  3 1  -  A u g u s t  6

Educational Award

Youth photo-a-Day Challenge

St. Paul's, through its Council on Youth Ministries, will once again provide an Educational Award scholarship
to one or more graduating High School Seniors who plan to attend college, university, or some other type of
post-secondary education. Each applicant will be considered based on several criteria, including financial
need, academics, affiliation with and service to St. Paul's, and personal statements. The application
deadline for St. Paul's 2020 Educational Award is Sunday, April 26. Forms will be mailed to seniors and
posted at stpaulsk.org/community/youth. Award recipients will be notified in May.

Here's a way to be connected while we have to be apart: the Photo-a-Day Challenge! Look
for the prompt each day then share your photos. Micah will select a handful of great shots
and post them on our Instagram. Find us on Instagram at
www.instagram.com/stpaulsk_youth

Virtual Youth Ministry Options!
While this whole social-distancing and stay-at-home mandate are in place, we are moving
to entirely online ministry! For worship, we encourage you to keep an eye on the St. Paul's
"Worship at Home" page on our website (especially as we head into Holy Week and Easter). 
 
St. Paul's Youth is on Discord! Discord is a text chat and voice chat service used by many in
the video game community - and we are using it for some virtual fun! We will be playing
games and chatting on it from time to time - if you'd like to be part of this, contact Micah for
the link to join!
 
SPY will also be meeting on Zoom for check-ins! Either contact Micah to set up a session
during his work week (Monday - Thursday) or join us for a group check in on Sundays
(except for Easter).  Contact Micah for links!
 
We've got a lot of ideas and options at our disposal, so we thank you for your patience as we
test out more possible options for connection!  



St. Paul’s History Committee regularly receives e-mail from the General
Secretary of the General Commission on Archives and History (GCAH). In his
latest communication, Rev. Alfred T. Day, III, announces the Heritage Sunday
Theme for 2020, planned for May 24. His communication also reviews some of
the legislation relevant to the GCAH which comes before the General
Conference at their next meeting. 
 
A biographical sketch of Amanda Berry Smith was also included, and a brief
summary is included below. The full article about her was highlighted on the
UMC Facebook page (www.facebook.com/UMCHistory) in February. 
 
Amanda Berry Smith was born a slave just north of Baltimore in January 1837.
Her father purchased the family’s freedom and moved them all to
Pennsylvania. She was converted to the Christian faith while working as a
domestic, and remained a life-long member of the African Methodist
Episcopal Church. When her husband died in 1869, she began her ministry in
the northeastern states, and achieved international acclaim as a holiness
preacher, evangelist, and “singing pilgrim,” traveling through the United
States, Europe, India, and Africa. Failing health forced her to retire to Florida,
where she died on February 25, 1915.
 

 

Looking Back & Looking Ahead
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Bits of History

For more information about this article or the St. Paul’s History Committee, please contact Jack Lipscomb at
jplipscomb@verizon.net or (301) 774-2761. For more information about St. Paul's, read our History Book, The Spirit of
Methodism in Kensington, 1885-2007. There are copies of the book available; the price is now reduced to $5.

Posted March 25, 2020 
(https://www.bwcumc.org/news-and-views/building-restrictions-continued-through-april-26/)
 
As the coronavirus pandemic continues, churches in the Baltimore-Washington
Conference have been responding in extraordinary ways as they live out the call to
be the presence of Christ in their communities. Within the Baltimore-Washington
Conference, the physical and spiritual well-being of every person is our focus.
 
On Monday, March 23, Gov. Larry Hogan of Maryland issued an executive order
directing the closure of non-essential businesses. Mayor Muriel Bowser of the
District of Columbia issued an order on Tuesday, March 24, also ordering the closure
of non-essential businesses as of March 25. Effective Tuesday, March 24, West
Virginia Governor Jim Justice issued a stay-at-home order for residents of that state.   
 
Given the continuing gravity of these orders and in keeping with directives from
local governments to mitigate the spread of the coronavirus pandemic, Bishop
LaTrelle Easterling directs churches throughout the BWC to refrain from gathering in
their buildings through Sunday, April 26. Exceptions include essential ministries to
the community as outlined by local governments, such as food distribution and
daycare, as long as they can meet CDC health requirements. [...] The staff and
leadership of the BWC continues to work [remotely] to provide resources for
congregations to provide vital ministries in these challenging times. Online
resources for Palm Sunday and Easter are being planned.

From Bishop LaTrelle Easterling

For April, Hunger Ministry clients will
receive grocery store gift cards
through the mail. We will NOT
provide grocery items for pick-up,
deliveries, or a meal this month. This
reduces the risk of spreading illness
at a distribution site while providing
flexibility for clients to purchase
whatever grocery-store items they
deem most essential for their
families. 
 

Through the generosity of our
volunteers and donors, our Hunger
Ministry feeds over 100 families in
need living in the 20895 ZIP code
area. We are working on ways to
reimagine how to welcome dropped-
off pantry items and how to manage
distribution for May. Visit
http://stpaulsk.org/service/hunger-
ministry for updates.

Hunger Ministry
Plans
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Worship Schedule
 

Sunday Worship video available each Sunday morning at
stpaulsk.org/worship/worship-at-home and on Facebook. 

 

Still Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesdays via Zoom invite.
 

In-person worship temporarily on break due to COVID-19
public health crisis. We look forward to returning to normal
operations soon! Under normal conditions, worship is
Sundays at 9:00 a.m. (Worship and Communion in the
Sanctuary) and 10:30 a.m. (Worship in the Sanctuary with
Sunday School).

 

Epistle Options
 

Email (color)
Send an email to stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org to be
added to the email list.
 

Download (color)
Go to the St. Paul's website at
http://stpaulsk.org/community/epistle-weekly-news
 

Mail (black & white)
Contact the church office to be added to the mailing list.
 


