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Letter From the Senior Pastor
My dear friends:
God is moving at St. Paul’s. Really.
Not long ago I received a telephone message from Alicia Dandridge,
a faithful church member. "I have a blessing to give," the message said. She
asked me to call her.
It turns out the blessing was a couch. Alicia had a perfectly good couch
that she could no longer use. She felt called by the Spirit to donate it. While I
couldn’t think of a need for a couch here at the church, I told Alicia that if she
was being led by God to give it then I’d come out to visit her and talk more.
When I visited a few days later we sat together on the couch. It was very
comfortable. We chatted for a good long while, but no immediate recipient for
this gift emerged from our conversation. "Let’s see how God will move," I said.
We held hands and prayed for some family in need of this couch to be made
known to us.
Before long Alicia called me back and said she was feeling led to give
the couch to A Wider Circle. This is one of our many ministry partners in the
community, an organization dedicated to providing clothing, household
items, and furniture to those without the basic essentials of life. They have a
large warehouse in Silver Spring that gives away these items to their clients.
The problem, Alicia said, was getting the couch to the warehouse. No worries,
I said. Let me find someone with a truck and some time, and we’ll move the
couch.
Amy Frontz donated the use of her new truck, and Jim King took
time out of a busy Saturday to help. Jim even brought moving blankets and
straps to secure the furniture in the the truck. Alicia greeted us at the door with
a smile and a hug, we lifted the couch, maneuvered it into the truck, and off we
went.
When we arrived at the warehouse, I jokingly said to Jim, "Maybe
someone will want it right off the truck and we won’t have to move it inside."
I kid you not, as soon as we pulled up a member of A Wider Circle’s staff
approached us. She said she had some clients, a young couple standing
nearby, who wanted it. They smiled as we unloaded it next to their vehicle,
perhaps thanking God for answering their prayer for a couch.
Alicia provided the generous donation, I provided the prayer, Amy
provided the truck, and Jim provided the energy. But it was God, who is ever
on the move at St. Paul’s, who moved that couch to a new home.
Light and peace in Jesus Christ,
A.B. Snell
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From the Desk of Pastor Kate
Dear St. Paul’s family,
It’s hard to believe it has been two months since we started this journey
together!
Andrew and I have been overwhelmed with the support and welcome we
have felt from each of you. Your cards, emails and visits have touched me
deeply. I am especially grateful to those of you who have made a point of
wearing your name tags to worship each week. Unlike Rev. Snell, instant
recall is not one of my spiritual gifts – so I appreciate your reminders and
your graciousness as I get to know you better!
It has certainly been a busy summer. In July alone, I made a dozen pastoral
visits, shared four meals with different community members, assisted at two
funerals, attended meetings for half a dozen different ministries (some of
which also took place over food), and made more telephone calls than I
can count! As of this writing, I have just returned from a week in Pittsburgh
training with Meg Baker alongside other leaders of Stephen Ministry
outposts throughout the country. It was an exciting time of visioning for us,
and we have returned full of ideas for the coming year at St. Paul’s.
As we approach the big dive into fall activities, Andrew and I are taking the
opportunity for a few days away with friends on the Eastern Shore to relax
and explore the great outdoors at Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge. I
hope you’ve had a little time this summer to step aside and enjoy that which
gives you life as well. I’m looking forward to having fun this fall with y’all!
Peace,
Pastor Kate

Contact Us
SENIOR PASTOR
Rev. Dr. Adam B. Snell
absnell@stpaulsk.org
-------------------------------ASSOCIATE PASTOR
Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton
kfulton@stpaulsk.org
-------------------------------YOUTH PASTOR
Micah Smartt
msmartt@stpaulsk.org
-------------------------------DIRECTOR of CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Meg Baker
mbaker@stpaulsk.org
-------------------------------DIRECTOR of MUSIC
N. Thomas Pedersen
tpedersen@stpaulsk.org
-------------------------------ORGANIST
Marvin Mills
mmills@stpaulsk.org
-------------------------------OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR
Erin Steele
stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org
-------------------------------TREASURER
Sharon Zeigler
szeigler@stpaulsk.org
-------------------------------FACILITIES MANAGER
Tracey Furman
tfurman@stpaulsk.org
-------------------------------EPISTLE LAYOUT & DESIGN
Jay Codner
jgcodner@gmail.com

Stay Connected!
If you're not already receiving our
weekly emails and monthly Epistle,
please contact the church office.
Phone: (301) 933-7933
Email: stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org
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Lectionary
September 2018
Sunday, September 2
Judges 18:1-6
Special Guests, Delia Chen and
Evan Gaalswyk Speaking

Flat Paul's Summer
Flat Paul got to travel all over the world this summer. Take a look at all
the amazing places Flat Paul visited in the photos below! For more Flat Paul
photos stop by the bulletin board in the Narthex.

Sunday, September 9
Revelation 3:14-20
Rev. Adam B. Snell Preaching
Sunday, September 16
James 3:1-12
Rev. Adam B. Snell Preaching
Sunday, September 23
Psalm 1
Rev. Adam B. Snell Preaching
Sunday, September 30
Mark 9:38-50
Rev. Adam B. Snell Preaching

October 2018
Sunday, October 7
Isaiah 2:2-4
Rev. Adam B. Snell Preaching
Sunday, October 14
To Be Announced
Laity Guest Preacher
Sunday, October 21
Job 23:1-9, Hebrews 4:12-16
Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton Preaching
Sunday, October 28
Mark 10:46-52
Rev. Adam B. Snell Preaching

Sunday Worship
Sunday @ 9:00 a.m.
Worship with Holy Communion in the
Sanctuary. Nursery Care available.
Sunday @ 10:30 a.m.
Worship in the Sanctuary. Sunday
School and Nursery Care available.
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Congregational Care
Thank You
I have really appreciated the prayers, the altar flowers
on Sunday, and the note from Mary Lou Dungan.
My surgery went well – the tumor was benign and
removed in one piece, and the recovery has been very
encouraging, as well – I’ve had less pain and increasing
mobility and flexibility every day. I had been hoping to
do England’s Coast to Coast walk in September with
four friends, and I think I will be able to do it (perhaps
with a little taxi support at times).
Betsy Sanford

Thank You
Dear St. Paul’s,
Thank you so much for the scholarship. It is very
helpful, and appreciated.
Emma O'Reilly

Thank You
Dear St. Paul’s:
Thank you so much for the lovely graduation card,
Bible, and of course the scholarship. You all have
become my biggest support system over the years
and I will miss you dearly. I will make sure to keep in
touch. You have all made me who I am today and I am
so grateful.
Love,
Kendall Smith

Thank You
Thank you so much for all of the prayers and support
you extended to us while we were at the 2018
Global Young People's Convocation in South Africa.
It was an honor to represent this congregation, the
Baltimore-Washington Annual Conference, and the
Northeastern Jurisdiction. We are so incredibly grateful
for the support and encouragement this congregation
has given to us both.
Jay Codner & Evan Gaalswyk
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Celebration of Birth
A rose graced the altar during the months of June
and July to celebrate the births of

Juniper Eloise Livengood
daughter of John & Christina Livengood

Ryder Hayes Burke
son of Stephen & Ashley Burke, grandson of
Jim & Crystal Fitzgibbons, great-grandson of
Christine King

Fiona Elizabeth Carlson
granddaughter of Roger & Cyndy Carlson

Michael Benjamin Knepper
grandson of Mark & Kathy Knepper

Celebration of Marriage
We rejoice in the marriage of members during the
months of June and July

Kristen Codner & Stephen Allen
married June 30 in Virginia Beach, Virginia

Sympathy
Our deepest sympathy is expressed to these
members who mourn the loss of loved ones during
the months of June and July

Linda Ferrara & Family
following the death of her mother, Dorothy Ferrara
Sharon Spurrier & Family
following the death of her mother, Connie Spurrier

Mary Gibb & Family
following the death of her husband, Bill Gibb
Karen Thomas & Family
following the death of her father, Earl Thomas

Sharon Zeigler & Family
following the death of her brother, Jay

More Congregational Care
Send a Card
or Note

Still Wednesday Worship

These members would
appreciate your thoughts
and expressions of care.

Looking for an opportunity for sacred stillness?
Drop in for Still Wednesday Worship, a weekly
contemplative gathering with a variety of leaders
and themes. No need to plan ahead, come if you
feel called to deepen your relationship with God
and your community. Please contact Kenzie
Raulin at Kenzier@rcn.com or (301) 237-1520
with any questions about this opportunity.

Wednesdays * 7:00-8:00 p.m.

Mrs. Janet Dennis
2700 Barker Street
#343
Silver Spring, MD 20910
Mr. Paul Harding
12615 Holdridge Road
Silver Spring, MD 20906
Mrs. Aileen Hunt
3112 Gracefield Road
PV #421
Silver Spring, MD 20904
Mrs. Becky Little
Oak Park Arms
408 S. Oak Park Avenue #311
Oak Park, IL 60302
Mrs. Esther McCraw
185 Pine Haven Shores Rd.
#4101
Shelburne, VT 05482
Ms. Susie Propes
3301 S. Leisure World Blvd.
Apt. #2E
Silver Spring, MD 20906

Prayer Requests
Upcoming surgery? Have a joy or concern?
In need of prayer support? Submit an
online prayer request, day or night. You
will have the option to share your request
with the Prayer Lift team or only share
directly with the pastors. Visit our website
to submit an online prayer request form at
stpaulsk.org/community/prayer-requests.

Backpack Build Thanks!
Thanks to all who donated supplies, financial support, and time to build backpacks!
Coordinators Angela Harvey and Leigha Gordillo delivered 104 full backpacks,
extra supplies, and four boxes of books donated by the Keane family. All the supplies
were delivered to our partners at Interfaith Works to be distributed to area children
in need before the start of the school year.

Ms. Helen Strang
16000 Woodview Terrace
Laurel, MD 20707
Mrs. Hazel Wright
333 Russell Avenue
Kindley Building, Room 407
Gaithersburg, MD 20877

Card Ministry
Send a card and put a smile on someone's face! Stop by the Visitor’s Desk in the Narthex on Sunday morning and pick
up a card to send. The envelopes are already stamped and addressed. All you have to do is write a short note or sign
it and put it in the mail. It's that easy!
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Sunday School News
Welcome to Sunday School!
St. Paul’s UMC offers a vibrant and
welcoming Sunday School program
for preschoolers, elementary children,
and youth. The first day of Sunday
School this year will be Sunday,
September 9, 2018. Sunday School
is held during the 10:30 a.m. worship
service hour, and there are classes for
everyone from 2-year-olds to teenagers. There is no need to register
in advance – just come on Sunday morning and make your way to
your classroom. Parents can update emergency contact and allergy
information at drop-off any day. We have a great team of teachers
and are eager to greet our children returning from the summer break!
Visitors are always welcome, so bring your friends and family along!
Preschool through 5th Grade
Children’s Sunday is held once a month. On Children’s Sunday, children
5th grade and younger begin in the Sanctuary for the 10:30 worship
service with their families. The children participate in a Children’s
Moment during the service, after which the children transition to
their Sunday School classes with their teachers. Children’s Sunday this
month will be held on September 16, Christian Education Sunday.
On all other Sundays, school-age children (grades K-5) will begin the
Sunday School hour in the Duvall Chapel for a 15-minute worship
experience before going to their individual classrooms. Preschool
children in the 2, 3, and 4 year old classes, however, will go directly
to their respective classrooms for Sunday School starting at 10:30 a.m.
then at 10:45 a.m., the preschool classes are escorted to the Chapel for
their own 15-minute worship experience, returning to their classrooms
afterward for the remainder of the Sunday School hour.
Middle & Senior High Youth (Grades 6-12)
On the first Sunday of every month, students grade 6 and
older attend worship in the sanctuary. On all other Sundays, youth
will go directly to their respective Sunday School classrooms at 10:30
a.m. This month, however, the Sunday School community will also
begin in the Sanctuary on September 16 for Christian Education
Sunday, when those who are in a teaching role at St. Paul’s will be
recognized and consecrated.
Nursery
Nursery care for infants and toddlers is available during both the
9:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. worship services throughout the year. Our
professional nursery workers Sandi Wilson, DeeDee Murphy, Betsy
Walker, and Jean Langbein love babies and love to care for them. The
nursery is located in Room 202.
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Sunday School
Leaders
It takes a big heart to help shape little minds.
We are still seeking a few volunteers who
are willing to lead a Sunday School class two
times a month throughout the 2018-2019
school year. If you’ve never done this before,
that’s okay – all training, materials, snacks,
and support will all be provided. Raising
children of faith takes a village, so please
prayerfully consider becoming a member
of the teaching community at St. Paul’s. If
you can’t teach on a regular basis but would
be able to substitute on occasion, you are
most welcome to join us! Please contact
Director of Christian Education, Meg Baker
at mbaker@stpaulsk.org or (301) 933-7933
for more information.

Christian Education
Sunday
Save the Date! September 16 is Christian
Education Sunday. Children and Youth of
all ages should come to the 10:30 worship
service in the Sanctuary with their families.
Teachers and counselors for the 2018-2019
school year will be consecrated during this
service, and 3rd graders will be presented
with their own Bibles. Children will then be
invited forward for a Children’s Moment,
after which children will go to Sunday School.

Family Feature
Back to School...

Flat Paul's Adventures

If you could send a letter to God thanking Him for your favorite
summer experience, what would you write?
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

What's in Your Backpack?
Binder
Calculator
Crayons
Erasers
Lunchbox
Student ID
Markers
Notebooks
Notepad
Paperclips
Pencils
Water Bottle
Planner
Pouch
Ruler
Snacks
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Flat Paul, a hand
fan introduced in
June as a way to
keep us connected
over the summer
months, has been
traveling with many
folks on throughout
the country and across
the globe. Here are some of the many places Flat
Paul has been this summer. See how many you can
find on the map!
❏ Juneau, AK
❏ Lake George, NY
❏ Ocean Pines, DE
❏ Cincinnati, OH
❏ Atlanta, GA
❏ Gallipolis, OH
❏ Oahu, HI
❏ Mantua, OH
❏ Baltimore, MD
❏ Ohiopyle, PA
❏ Sidling Hill, MD
❏ Pittsburgh, PA
❏ Gaylord, MI
❏ Philadelphia, PA
❏ Ocean Isle, NC
❏ Gatlinburg, TN
❏ Outer Banks, NC
❏ El Paso, TX
❏ Carlsbad, NM
❏ Virginia Beach, VA
❏ Ruidoso, NM
❏ Seattle, WA

People plan their path, but the Lord
secures their steps. - Proverbs 16:9
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SPY News
Sundays are for SPYs!

St. Paul's Youth

Saint Paul's Youth (SPYs) are meeting on Sundays this year! Weekly "regular" SPY meetings
are held at St. Paul’s in the Youth Lounge and Multi-Purpose Room. Middle High will meet
4:30-6:00 p.m. Then there's a half hour grace period for pick-ups and drop-offs before the
Senior High meeting time, 6:30-8:30 p.m. Weekly SPY programming began with a soft launch
on August 19, but we know several families were still traveling during those last few days of
summer, so our "formal" kick-off weekend will be in early September. Please note, there will be
no SPY on Sunday, September 2 (Labor Day weekend).

Senior High Lock-In

Middle High Laser Tag

Our big welcome back event for the Senior
High SPYs is a Lock-In. We start at 7:00 p.m.
on Friday, September 7 in the Youth Lounge,
and we end on Saturday September 8 at the
Pancake Breakfast upstairs in Heavener Hall.
The cost of $20 per SPY covers a pizza dinner,
snacks, breakfast, and some surprises! Sign-up
online at stpaulsk.org/community/youth or
get in touch with Youth
Pastor Micah Smartt at
msmartt@stpaulsk.org or
(301) 933-7933.

Our welcome back event for
Middle High SPYs is a Laser Tag Party
- but instead of driving all the way out to
some laser tag place, we'll be doing it right
here! We’ll start at 6:30 p.m. on Saturday,
September 8 with a pizza dinner, then we’ll
put on our gear and launch a laser tag mission
through the halls and fellowship spaces of St.
Paul’s, all for $15. Look for sign-ups online
at stpaulsk.org/community/youth, or get
in touch with Youth Pastor Micah Smartt at
msmartt@stpaulsk.org or (301) 933-7933.

September 7-9 * 7:00 p.m.

September 8 * 6:30 p.m.

Parent Meeting

Sunday, September 9 * SPY Lounge * 11:45 a.m.
Parents and guardians, this one's for you! On Sunday, September 9, during our big Welcome
Back Weekend, we’ve scheduled an Open House time just for you to come hear more about
what we do, when we do it, and why it's so important. Whether you're new or a "veteran"
SPY family, you're invited to join Youth Pastor Micah Smartt and others
at 11:45 a.m. in the SPY Lounge. We'll have light refreshments and a
casual gathering where you can ask SPY-related questions, and maybe
even hear from some of the youth, too.
Middle High SPY
Sunday Evenings
@ 4:30 p.m.
Senior High SPY
Sunday Evenings
@ 6:30 p.m.

Come Join Us!

Did You Know...
We do a lot of great things here at St. Paul’s Youth, and many are free or fairly inexpensive.
However, we do have some events and trips that can cost quite a bit. We never want a youth
to be left out because of money. St. Paul’s has a scholarship fund available to help individuals
and families cover part or all of the costs associated with youth fellowship and service activities.
The events we attend can be life changing experiences and we don't want anyone to miss
out! Don't let any activity's price tag hold you back. Contact Youth Pastor Micah Smartt at
msmartt@stpaulsk.org or (301) 933-7933 ext. 111, to discuss scholarship needs one-on-one.
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More SPY News
Middle High Fall Retreat

Friday, September 28 - Sunday, September 30
The Middle High Retreat
always seems to sneak up
on us, so put it into your
schedule now! We will be
at the West River Retreat
Center on the banks of the
Chesapeake Bay tributary West River, September 28-30.
Our theme is "To Build a Kingdom." This theme
explores subjects like how the Kingdom of Israel came
to be, the wars and invasions it had to defend against,
what it takes to rule a kingdom, and what Jesus tells us
about the Kingdom of Heaven. The cost is $85. Sign-up
online today at stpaulsk.org/community/youth. Please
contact Micah Smartt at msmartt@stpaulsk.org or
(301) 933-7933 with questions!

Senior High Fall Retreat

Friday, November 9 - Sunday, November 11
You won't want to miss
this one! The Senior
High Retreat will be at
the West River Center
on the banks of the
Chesapeake Bay tributary
West River, November 9-11. The theme for the
retreat is "Seussian Theology." We'll look at biblical
narratives and faith concepts while relating them to
the stories and messages found in the works of Dr.
Seuss. With blanket forts and plenty of snacktimes to
remind us of childhood days, this will be a perfectly
off-beat and uplifting retreat. Sign-up online today at
stpaulsk.org/community/youth. The cost is $85. Please
contact Micah Smartt at msmartt@stpaulsk.org or
(301) 933-7933 with any questions!

Follow us on social media!
@stpaulsk_youth

@stpaulskyouth

Planning for the Future
There are a number of activities coming up in the Spring
& Summer of 2019. This sounds like a long way away, but
it really isn't. In order to get a sense of the likely level of
youth participation for new or revised events, we have set
up online Interest Forms (separate from registration forms
that may come later). Please consider the activities below,
pencil them into your calendar now if you want, and let us
know what you plan to do by completing the online interest
forms at stpaulsk.org/community/youth.
 ROCK 2019 - February 8-10, 2019
Part rock concert, part spiritual retreat, this annual
weekend event in Ocean City, MD is sponsored by
the Baltimore-Washington Conference of The United
Methodist Church and is a fun-filled weekend with
inspiring speakers, bands, and fellowship with youth
from across the region. We did not go last year because
there weren't enough sign-ups. We want to see if this trip
is viable for 2019. Tickets go on sale in September 2018.
 Group Work Camp - June 23-29, 2019
Work Camp is for Senior High SPYs, including new rising
freshmen. We willl work on home repair projects for
those in need, with time for play and prayer. This camp is
in Scranton, PA (the setting of the TV show "The Office")
and has "semi-private" housing, which means we will be
staying on a college campus in dorm room suites.
 Borderlands - June 15-23, 2019 (Tentative)
Consider this trip a cultural immersion opportunity.
Youth Pastor Micah Smartt will be leading a group to
his home town of El Paso, Texas, on the border with
Mexico. We will learn about the area’s history and the
cultural & religious influences of the desert southwest
communities. We’ll visit incredible natural wonders at
Carlsbad Caverns and White Sands National Park. And
we’ll examine present-day issues that are particularly
resonant for the people of this region, including
conservation, gun control, and immigration.
 Wilderness Trail - July 31 - August 6, 2019
Groups of 8 spend the week backpacking and taking in
God’s natural world along segments of the Appalachian
Trail from a starting point in Virginia. We would like to
take two groups, or 16 people. Open to all interested
youth and adult chaperone hikers.
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SPY Summer Photos
Work Camp

Wilderness Trail

Thanks for another
fantastic summer!
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United Methodist Men
Pancake Breakfast

We hope you had an enjoyable summer, with lots of fun with
family and friends! Now it’s time to enjoy some restorative
UMM pancakes to help you get ready for Fall! Our September
pancake breakfast will be on Saturday, September 8 in order
to avoid Labor Day weekend, and to coordinate with the
Kensington Train Show, which is at the Armory on Saturday
and Sunday, September 8-9, 11am to 5pm. Plan to have a late breakfast with us, then
visit the train show! We feature pancakes (regular and a specialty), eggs, sausage, bacon,
ham, grits, and fruit – you won’t go away hungry! We look forward to seeing you and your
friends at the breakfasts – we do not have a set price for breakfast, but instead ask for a
free-will donation.
The September breakfast will benefit the camping ministries of the Baltimore-Washington
Conference, including West River and Manidokan. The UMM is also making contributions
to the Kensington Historical Society and Noyes Childrens' Library, beneficiaries of the
Train Show.

Men's Supper & Meeting

Our next Men’s Supper will be on October 3. Watch for more information about the menu
and program in the bulletin and in our UMM News email.

"The purpose of the
United Methodist Men
is to engage in a variety
of Christ-centered
activities for the benefit
of the ministries,
programs and activities
of the church and its
members."

For more information,
contact Steve Lillie
stevelillie@verizon.net
or (301) 942-6130

Upcoming Yard Sale
We will definitely have an Apple Sale this fall, October 18-20.
We have also scheduled the Fall Yard Sale for those dates, assuming
construction activities do not intervene.

United Methodist Women
The UMW Book Club meets about every other month, providing an opportunity for all women
to read and discuss books with friends. We typically select books from the UMW reading
program list, which are available in the church library. Our next meeting will be on Sunday,
September 23, at 12:00 noon, in Room 109.
Our book will be The Orphan’s Tale, by Pam Jenoff. This novel sets the glitter of the circus
against the rampage of WWII and the Holocaust that threatens all of the main characters. Cast
out of her family home after an unintended pregnancy and having given her own child up
for adoption, Noa discovers a train car packed with Jewish infants bound for a concentration
camp. She rescues a half-dead child and flees with the Circus Neuhoff where the naïve Noa
must navigate a new relationship with the ascerbic circus veteran Astrid. Under the aging
big-top tent, Noa learns to fly and Astrid learns to build bridges of trust as the circus travels across Europe. According to
Jean Zimmerman’s NPR review, many of the novel’s "particulars are based in fact; Jenoff did ample research about real
Jewish circus dynasties in the archives of Yad Vashem, the Holocaust memorial and archive, as well as learning about
the actual ‘Unknown Children’ of that terrible boxcar…. Through the darkness of war, the circus lights twinkle on, the
circus family lives and loves and laughs, all while beautiful athletes fly high above the crowd. Jenoff has written a tribute
to the human spirit that soars in the midst of epic despair."
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Adult Education
Fall Supper & Study
This fall, St. Paul’s
Adult Education
Committee will
again sponsor our
popular "Supper
and Study" program on Tuesday nights,
beginning on September 11.
Following an optional catered dinner,
provided by St. Paul's own Arceli Suley,
participants will meet in their respective
classrooms for discussion/study groups.
Registration for all classes is available
both in the Narthex and online from now
through September 9, or when classes
fill. Dinner is 6:30 p.m. and classes are from
7:00-8:30 p.m. The fee for each class,
including six meals is $72. The class fee
without meals is $12. Please make checks
payable to St. Paul’s UMC. Payment by
check is preferred. Make checks payable
to "St. Paul’s UMC" with "Fall Study" on the
memo line.

The Lord's Prayer

J. Perlow * Beginning September 11
When the disciples asked Jesus to teach
them to pray, he gave them what is now
known as "the Lord's Prayer." For many,
this prayer has become both a standard
part of Sunday worship and something
so familiar that we hardly think about
its meaning and message. Using the
LifeGuide Bible Study text by Douglas
Connelly, we will reconsider and
recontextualize the Lord's Prayer to dig
into Jesus' teachings and how we pray.
Mr. Perlow has engaged in faith formation
as a previous participant in Disciple I
classes and was active as a Sunday School
teacher. While this is his first foray into
teaching in the Supper & Study series,
he previously taught for as an adjunct
professor at American University.
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Making Sense of the Bible
Mike McCurry * Beginning September 11

Making Sense of the Bible, by the award winning author
United Methodist, pastor Adam Hamilton, raises some of the most
interesting and vexing questions posed by Scripture, such as: Were
Adam and Eve real people? Why is God so violent in the Old
Testament? Is Jesus the only way to salvation? How does God view
homosexual people? These and other "big questions" of theology and
Biblical interpretation will be explored in this course.
Mr. McCurry has been Lay Leader at St Paul’s and is active in our
denomination as a former delegate to the UMC General Conference
and member of the UMC Commission on Communications (UMCom).
He worked for 25 years on Capitol Hill and the White House as press
secretary to President Bill Clinton and now teaches at Wesley Theological
Seminary where he also directs the Seminary’s Center for Public Theology.
Whatever your answers are to the "big questions", all are invited to engage
and discuss this challenging book.

The Synoptic Gospels

Dr. Robert Nordstrom * Beginning September 11
The first three gospels are so similar in content and organization that
they are called the Synoptic Gospels. Synoptic means "seeing together"
and they present the ministry of Jesus using similar (and at times almost
identical) stories. We will examine what the similarities and differences in
these three gospels tell us about the authors and the messages they are
trying to convey.
Dr. Nordstrom has been a student of The Bible for many years, Bob has
taught a variety of courses at St. Paul’s, including the Gospel of Mark, The
Revelation to John, The Sermon on the Mount & The Sermon on the Plain,
and Jesus: From Prophecy to Praise.

Invitation to the New Testament
Mark Huff * Beginning September 11

Explore the writings of the New Testament using the story of Jesus as the
starting point. This survey, using a text by Emerson Powery and David
deSilva, looks at how the early church took ownership of and was shaped
by the story of Jesus, and how the church learned to create disciples and
communities of faith. This study from the creators of the Disciple Bible
Study Series is accessible for adults with little prior Bible experience.
Mr. Huff, a lifelong United Methodist, is a member of the Adult Education
Committee and has led previous short term studies about John Wesley,
the Gospel of John, and the Journeys of St. Paul. He and his wife, Sheela,
live in Olney and have been attending St. Paul’s UMC for over 6 years.

More Adult Education
Long-Term Study Classes
Long-Term Classes will be held on Tuesday evenings beginning September 11. Catered meals (optional) are available
for the first six weeks only (September 11 through October 16) for an additional $60. Dinner is at 6:30 p.m. and classes
start at 7:00 p.m. You can register and pay online at stpaulsk.org/community/study-classes-2018 or in the Narthex.

Disciple I

Rev. Adam Snell * Tuesdays * 7:00-9:00 p.m.

Disciple IIA

Meg Baker & Vern Schinski * Tuesdays * 7:00-9:00 p.m.

Tuesdays, beginning September
11, 7:00-9:00 p.m. Cost of the
class alone is $40; the cost of the
class with six meals is $100.

Tuesdays, beginning on October
2, 7:00-9:00 PM. Cost of the class
alone is $20; the cost of the class
with three meals is $50.

This year-long survey of The
Bible will reveal to you the
major themes of our faith which
connect the Old and New
Testaments, culminating in a
clearer understanding of Jesus.
The Disciple series draws upon the work of scholars,
personal Bible reading and study, and dynamic group
discussion to deepen our understanding of the Bible and
each person’s own journey as a disciple.

We are offering "Disciple: Into
the Word, Into the World" in
two 16-week studies. This year's
class offers 16 weeks for a deep
examination of Genesis & Exodus.
In 2019 we'll offer Disciple IIB,
16 weeks exploring Luke and Acts. You do not need to
commit to doing both A and B. The Disciple series draws
upon the work of scholars, personal Bible reading and
study, and dynamic group discussion to deepen our
understanding of the Bible.

Rev. Adam B. Snell is the senior pastor at St. Paul’s UMC.
There is good news to be found through faith in Jesus
Christ, and he loves sharing it with those that he meets
along the journey. You can read more about Rev. Snell at
stpaulsk.org/community/meet-the-staff.

Taste & Sing

Tuesday, September 18 * 12:00 p.m.
This monthly time of enjoying
music, prayer, lunch and
fellowship returns starting on
Tuesday, September 18. We
will open with an opportunity
to share a few of our favorite
hymns, then move into a short program focused on the
life and work of a specific composer or lyricist behind
some of the most beloved and interesting worship songs.
Join Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton and Meg Baker in the
Octagon starting at 12:00 p.m. and stay for a tasty lunch
provided by Ginny Hagberg. There is no registration,
no musical experience needed, and no cost to attend,
although donations for lunch are welcome.

Dr. Schinski is a retired Navy Captain and medical school
VP who led mission and outreach programs for 20 years.
He has been involved leading small groups and Disciple
classes for many years. Mrs. Baker is the Director of
Christian Education at St Paul’s and has been engaged in
many of its ministries over the years. You can read more
about Meg at stpaulsk.org/community/meet-the-staff.

Adult Sunday School
Vern Schinski * Sundays * 9:00 a.m.

Sunday School is not just for the younger ones! Our Adult
Sunday School Class, led by Vern Schinski, will meet in
the Parlor (Room 208) at 9:00 a.m. on Sunday mornings
starting Sunday, October 7. There is no fee or registration,
so come and join us!

For more info about Adult Education at St. Paul's,
contact Director of Christian Education, Meg Baker at
mbaker@stpaulsk.org or (301) 933-7933 ext. 104.
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Even More Adult Education
Sunday Morning Faithflix

Sunday, October 7 * 11:45 a.m. * Room 109
Faithflix will resume
Sunday, October 7.
Adults of all ages are
invited for food, film,
and fellowship in Room 109 from 11:45 a.m. to 12:45 p.m.
We'll enjoy a light lunch while watching and discussing
a short faith-provoking film clip. No prep, no stress, no
registration – just come as you are able! Each week will
involve a different film selection and guided discussion.

Lectionary Bible Study

Rev. Mackereth Fulton * Tuesdays * 10:45 a.m.
After the summer break,
weekly Lectionary Bible
Study returns on Tuesday,
September 11. Join us
at 10:45 a.m. on Tuesday
mornings in the Cleveland
Library for this time of study led by St. Paul’s Associate
Pastor Kate Mackereth Fulton. There is no registration
or fee required, and visitors are always welcome!

Biblical Archaeology Forum

Thursday, September 13 * 8:00 p.m. * Bender JCC
The St. Paul’s Adult Education Committee encourages our members to
take advantage of ongoing educational opportunities provided through the
Biblical Archaeology Forum. This local community group's monthly lectures
bring together leading Bible scholars and archaeologists to enlighten us in
our understanding of the Biblical texts and the Biblical world.
Coming Up: Did Yahweh Come From Midian?
Where did Yaweh come from? Traditions preserved in the Hebrew Bible suggest there were worshippers of a God
named Yahweh who preceded the Israelites, and whose domain was centered in the deserts to the south of Eretz Israel.
As these traditions were themselves very old and quite durable, a strong case can be made for their historical accuracy,
including the probability that the name Yahweh entered into Israelite religion from these early sources. Deuteronomy,
the Book of Judges, the prophet Habakkuk, and extra-biblical evidence also corroborates non-Israelite Yahwism in the
"South." This evidence includes Egyptian texts, inscriptions from Israel, and a full reconstruction of the religion of Midian
from archaeological data. This stands in tension with many of the writings that place the roots of Israelite religion in the
mythology of the Northwest Semitic world.
Lecture by Catholic University Professor Robert Miller on Thursday, September 13 at 8:00 p.m. General admission
is $10, college students $5, and high school students with ID receive free admission. For more info, visit jccgw.org/baf.

Food With Friends
Sunday, September 9 * 5:00 p.m. * Hitchcock Household
Want to meet and get to know better some of those who are sitting with
you at St. Paul’s? How about during dinner? Here's your chance! Join
us Sunday, September 9 starting at 5:00 p.m. as the Food with Friends
dinner group kicks off the 2018-2019 season with a large-group dinner at
the Hitchcock home in Rockville. This is open to all! For more information
or to RSVP, please contact Beth Hitchcock at jhitch77@gmail.com
or (301) 871-5055.
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2x4s Ministry
Second Sunday Lunch

Second Sunday Lunch is back! Folks in the 20s-40s range and their families are invited to join us on Sunday, September 9
in Reinhardt Park (across from the main church entrance) for a picnic potluck lunch immediately following the 10:30
a.m. worship service. Young ones will enjoy the playground while the grown-ups enjoy a time of fellowship. Ashley Derr
is helping coordinate food. The main course will be provided. Please contact Ashley Derr at ashleyderr11@gmail.com
if you have questions, and sign-up at signupgenius.com/go/20f0f49adac22a31-second1 to bring a side dish. And if
you forget a dish, come anyway! Looking ahead – 2x4s Second Sunday Lunch in October will be on October 14, and
Jen Graff will be hosting us.

Book Club

Do our behaviors align with our good intentions? Find out this month along with the 2x4s Book
Club as we read Blindspot: Hidden Biases of Good People by Mahzarin R. Banaji and Anthony G.
Greenwald. Readers in the 20s-40s range are invited to meet for discussion from 7:30-9:00 p.m.
on Monday, September 17 at the home of Jim and Rachel King. Please Contact Rachel for the
address and more information at reking30@gmail.com. The October 2x4s Book Club meeting
will be October 15, book title to be determined.

Still Weekend Retreat
Friday, October 19 - Sunday, October 21 * Dayspring Silent Retreat Center
Come, take time to listen for the "still small voice." True stillness comes naturally from
moments of solitude where we allow our minds to settle. Just as water seeks its own level, the
mind will gravitate towards the Holy. As muddy water will become clear if it is allowed to be
still, so too will the mind.
All are welcome! There will be time to explore the 200+ acres of forest and meadow, walk
the labyrinth, use materials for creative expression, or simply be still without the cloud of daily
noise. If you've appreciated Still Wednesdays, you'll love Still Weekend!
Questions? Ask any of the weekend guides: Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton, Marty Bartley,
Sallie Chatfield, Molly Jackman, Kenzie Raulin, or Terri Lynn Simpson.
Space is limited, so register early! Registration deadline Friday, October 5. Cost is $220
($110 deposit needed at time of reservation), scholarships available. To register and for more
information, visit dayspringretreat.org.

Ministering with Flowers
Spread the love of St. Paul’s by delivering flowers to those who are in need of a little extra cheer.
A sign-up sheet is available in the Church Office. Fl ower deliverers collect a bu nch of flo wers
from the Sanctuary following the 10:30 a.m. worship service, then use a map and card
provided to stop by the home of a church member or friend. It's an easy, family-friendly way
to minister to our faith community. Please contact the Church Office or Ginny Hagberg
at (301) 770-7624, with any questions.
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Communion Collect
Hunger doesn't take a break. Neither do we! But we sometimes move our scheduled dates a
little. Due to the Labor Day holiday, the Hunger Ministry food collection and distribution days
have been moved to Sunday, September 9 and Monday, September 10.
St. Paul's members and friends are invited to gather in Heavener Hall following Sunday
worship on September 9 to sort and organize donations. The following day, our neighbors
who face hunger will come to St. Paul's to receive grocery bags full of pantry staples, donated
perishables, a hot meal, books for young children, and fellowship. Monday volunteers are
asked to arrive at Heavener Hall at 6:45 p.m. on September 10 to get ready for the distribution.
Non-perishable food items can be placed in bins in the church Narthex at any time. All donations are appreciated. We
especially need cold and hot cereals, and those items listed below. You can also help streamline our process by packing
a full bag with everything a hungry family needs. Please attach a number to your filled bag so we know it's ready to
distribute - no additional sorting or packing needed.
List for Bag #1
 Rice - 1 bag or large box or 2 small boxes
 Beans - 1 bag or 2 cans
 Pasta - 1 box or bag
 Pasta Sauce - 1 large jar or can
 Mac & Cheese - 2 boxes
 Chicken Breast - 1 or 2 cans
 Tuna (or other fish) - 2 cans

List for Bag #2
 Vegetables - 3 cans
 Fruit (including applesauce) - 2 cans or jars
 Peanut Butter - 1 jar
 Jelly or Jam - I jar or bottle
 Soup - 2 or 3 cans

Please, no glass! We also welcome Safeway and Giant grocery store gift cards ($10 value each), and financial donations.
If you have questions about donating groceries, want to volunteer during distribution, want to deliver food to those
unable to come to pick up, or just want more information, please contact the Church Office at (301) 933-7933 or
stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org. We will get your message to our Hunger Ministry Coordinators, and they will find the best
ways for you to be involved!

Stephen Ministry
St. Paul’s Stephen Ministry is here for you. A Stephen Minister comes alongside a hurting
person and meets with that person on a weekly basis for as long as it takes, to listen, care,
encourage, pray, and provide emotional and spiritual support. Men are paired with men
and women with women as we move through difficult times together.
Over the years, well over one-and-a-half million people nationwide have benefited from the
one-to-one, Christ-Centered Care of a Stephen Minister. This care is entirely confidential
-- no one needs to know the identity of a care receiver except for his or her Stephen Minister
and the pastor or Stephen Leader who paired the two together.
To learn more about connecting with the Stephen Ministry at St. Paul’s, get in touch with Rev. Kate Mackereth
Fulton at kfulton@stpaulsk.org, (301) 933-7933 or Virginia Bickford at (301) 598-5496.
Read about one man's experience with Stephen Ministry and the care he received, here: stephenministries.org/PDFs/
Grateful_for_Stephen_Ministry.pdf. Visit stephenministries.org/stories to access other written accounts and videos
offered by care receivers now eager to share their stories and encourage others.
16 EPISTLE | SEPTEMBER 2018

Justice & Compassion Awareness Day
Sunday, September 23 * Following Both Worship Services * Narthex
The Justice & Compassion Ministry provides opportunities for St. Paul’s members and friends to
participate in creating a more just and compassionate church, community, and world. On Sunday,
September 23 come and talk with us after both services about what we do. We would love to answer
your questions, hear your suggestions, and get you involved!
God has placed on your heart a special passion area where you feel a burning desire to do something.
THIS IS YOUR CALLING.

Bits of History
Jack Lipscomb, History Committee
In the June 2018 Epistle the history article contained five questions, the answers to which
are to be found in the St. Paul’s UMC History Book. Here are the answers with a History
Book page reference.
 Mr. William Wheatley’s living room was too small to accommodate the growing group
of Methodists that were meeting weekly in his house, so he moved the services to
his large barn, where they met until they had enough funds to build the first St. Paul’s
sanctuary in 1885. (Page 15)
 Rev. Charles F. Kirkley was the target of cream pies thrown at him by St. Paul’s youth.
He challenged his intern, Barry Hidey, to "grow the youth." He promised to become the
target if a hundred or more youth showed for a summer event. A photograph of the action is in the book. (Page 187)
 The Sanctuary Choir was invited to sing at the weekly White House service in April 1970. The choir members
were thrilled to shake hands with President and Mrs. Nixon. (Page 179)
 During the building activities of 1956 and 1957, Harry Byrd was one of the "Chief Worriers" who encouraged "the
congregation to pay their building pledges, explaining the details of bills and payments to the contractor and how
bills might get ahead of collections." (Page 121)
 A thumb print and part of an index finger print were found on a copy of a religious painting after the fire in May
1966. A full set of fingerprints was found on another picture. These prints were matched to a 25 year old gas station
attendant two months after the fire. The arsonist was convicted. (Page 111)
The sale price for the St. Paul's UMC History Book is now $10! Contact Jack Lipscomb at jplipscomb@verizon.net or
(301) 774-2761 for more information on this article, the history committee, or to purchase the History Book.

Trunk-or-Treat
Sunday, October 28 * 5:00 p.m. * Church Parking Lot
On Sunday, October 28, St. Paul’s will be holding Trunk-or-Treat starting at 5:00 p.m. in the
church parking lot. A Trunk-or-Treat event allows families from across the community to come
to the parking lot, show off Halloween costumes, and fill their bags with candy in a safe and
supervised environment. If you would like to decorate your car and give out candy, or volunteer
in some other way, please contact staff members Micah Smartt or Meg Baker. Donation bins
for those who wish to drop off candy will be placed around the church in mid-September.
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A Way Forward at St. Paul's
The United Methodist Church, world-wide and here in the U.S., is now embroiled in controversy
surrounding language about sexuality in the Book of Discipline. Local churches will not escape
the necessity of making their own decisions.
To help prepare for these choices, seventy-five of us, ages eleven into the nineties, met on May
19, 2018, in Heavener Hall for prayer, song, lunch, and a nourishing exchange of ideas and
perspectives. Nearly four hours of fast-paced activity – back and forth between ten breakout
groups and all of us together – suggested a plausible way forward at St. Paul’s. We were trying to
fathom and report what we thought people at St. Paul’s might be thinking. It was the diversity of
belief and thought in the congregation that mattered, not personal beliefs and opinions of those present.
Although the gathering reflected a wide range of ages, genders, and years at St. Paul’s, reflecting all of us across ages,
gender, and years at St. Paul’s, we were not a duly representative body. We could not make recommendations, much
less decisions on behalf of the congregation. Still, our deliberations were widely offered, deeply discussed, and actively
focused on three guiding questions before us. If this gathering’s seventy-five participants have taken the accurate
pulse of our whole congregation – and we do not know whether this is true – there is a great deal more that unites us
in belief and practice than can divide us on the particular questions of sexuality and the church.
The gathering addressed three questions. Of the many answers that were suggested, this summary presents only
those that the gathering considered to be the most widely shared in the congregation. Attachments containing
further details about our process are available online at stpaulsk.org/community/the-way-forward, or by contacting
the church office.

United to Love Rally
On Sunday, August 12 members and friends of the Baltimore-Washington Conference of the United Methodist Church
gathered on the National Mall in Washington, D.C. for the United to Love Rally. Several members of St. Paul's attended
the rally. You can find out more about the rally online at unitedtolove.org. You can watch Bishop LaTrelle Easterling's
sermon from the rally at youtu.be/a68KnOysRnI.

Follow Us on Social Media!

@stpaulsk
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@stpaulskensington

September 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1

Sat

10am Pie with the
Pastors

2

3

4

9am Christian Faith 101
6:30pm Teacher Training
for Safe Sanctuaries

5

10:30am Martha Circle 7:30pm Sanctuary Choir 4pm Senior High SPY
Kick-off Event: Lock-in at
7:30pm Lydia Circle
St. Paul’s
7:30pm UMM Exec
Meeting

6

7

8

9

10

11

9am Christian Faith 101
10am Prayer Lift
10:45am Lectionary Bible
Study
6:30pm Supper & Study
Dinner
7pm Disciple I
7pm Supper & Study
Classes
7pm Journey Group

12

7pm Church Council
Meeting
7pm Joyful Ringers!
Rehearsal
7pm Still Wednesday

13

14

15

16 Christian Education Sunday 17
9am Worship with Communion
9:30am Sanctuary Choir
10:30am Worship
10:45am Sunday School
4:30pm Middle High SPY
6:30pm Senior High SPY

6:45pm Jochebed
Circle
7:30pm 2x4s Book
Club

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

9am Worship with Communion
10:30am Worship with
Communion
10:30am Summer Sunday
School
11:45am Teacher Training for
Safe Sanctuaries

9am Worship with Communion
9:30am Sanctuary Choir
10:30am Worship
10:30am Opening Chapel &
Sunday School
11:45am SPRC Meeting
11:45am Food Sorting
11:45am SPY Parent Open
House
11:45am 2x4s Second Sunday
Lunch
4:30pm Middle High SPY
6:30pm Senior High SPY

9am Worship with Communion
9:30am Sanctuary Choir
10:30am Worship
10:30am Opening Chapel &
Sunday School
12pm UMW Book Club
4:30pm Middle High SPY
6:30pm Senior High SPY

30

9am Worship with Communion
9am Joyful Ringers! Rehearsal
9:30am Sanctuary Choir
10:30am Worship
10:30am Opening Chapel &
Sunday School

Labor Day
Church Closed

10:30am Staff
Meeting
6:45pm Communion
Collect Distribution
Volunteers Arrive
7pm Yarn Ministry
7pm Stephen Ministry

9am Staff Retreat at
the BWC Conference
Center
7pm Yarn Ministry

9am Christian Faith 101
10am Prayer Lift
10:45am Lectionary Bible
Study
12pm Taste & Sing
6:30pm Supper & Study
Dinner
7pm Disciple I
7pm Supper & Study
Classes
7pm Journey Group
9am Christian Faith 101
10am Prayer Lift
10:45am Lectionary Bible
Study
6:30pm Supper & Study
Dinner
7pm Disciple I
7pm Supper & Study
Classes
7pm Journey Group

7pm Joyful Ringers!
Rehearsal
7pm Still Wednesday

7pm Justice &
Compassion Meeting
7pm Joyful Ringers!
Rehearsal
7pm Still Wednesday

7:30pm Sanctuary Choir No church activities
scheduled

7:30pm Sanctuary Choir No church activities
scheduled

7:30pm Sanctuary Choir 6pm Middle High SPY
depart for Retreat at
West River Center

8am Pancake
Breakfast
6:30pm Middle High
SPY Kick-off Event:
Laser Tag at St.
Paul’s
Town of Kensington
Train Show
No church activities
scheduled

No church activities
scheduled
Town of Kensington
8K Race

Middle High Retreat
at West River

Looking to promote an upcoming activity or opportunity at St. Paul's? Have photos you would
like to share of a recent event? Submit it to the church office by the 15th of the month to be
published in the next edition of the Epistle. Text should be about 250 words. For more info, please
contact Erin Steele at stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org or (301) 933-7933.
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St. Paul's United
Methodist Church
10401 Armory Avenue
Kensington, Maryland 20895
(301) 933-7933 • www.stpaulsk.org

Worship
Schedule
SUNDAY 9:00 A.M.
Worship with Communion in the
Sanctuary. Nursery Care available.
SUNDAY 10:30 A.M.
Worship in the Sanctuary. Sunday
School & Nursery Care available.

Epistle
Options
EMAIL (color)
Send an email to
stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org
DOWNLOAD (color)
Go to the St. Paul's website
www.stpaulsk.org and
download a PDF version
MAIL (B+W)
Please contact the church
office and make a request
PICK UP (B+W)
Copies of the current
Epistle are available in the
Narthex and church office

September 2018

