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It also reminds us that systems can resist what God has already ordained. Human
institutions may stall justice, but they cannot stop it. God’s word always outlives
oppression.

Why Juneteenth Matters More Than Ever

Juneteenth speaks powerfully to our current moment because the struggle for
freedom is not finished. Not then. Not now. Here are three reasons its message is
urgently relevant today:

Continued on next page....
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1.Freedom is still unevenly experienced. Many people today still live Rev. Sheridan Allmond
under the weight of injustice — racial, economic, social, gender or sallmond@stpaulsk.org
spiritual. Juneteenth calls us to confront the uncomfortable truth that 301-933-7933 ext. 101
freedom declared is not the same as freedom lived. God calls His people
to be agents of liberation, not spectators. ASSOCIATE PASTOR

2.Truth still needs to be proclaimed. Just as enslaved people in Texas Rev. Joey Heath-Mason
needed to hear the truth of their freedom, our world still needs truth joeyhm@stpaulsk.org
spoken boldly — truth about dignity, equality, and the image of God in 301-933-7933 ext. 103
every person. Silence is not neutral. Silence delays freedom.

3.Unity is still fragile. Juneteenth is not only about the end of slavery; it DIRECTOR OF MUSIC

is about the ongoing work of reconciliation. It calls us to build bridges,
not walls. To listen, not dismiss. To heal, not ignore. The gospel compels
us toward a unity that is not shallow or sentimental, but courageous and
costly.

Mr. N. Thomas Pedersen
tpedersen@stpaulsk.org

ORGANIST
Mr. Marvin Mills

A Spiritual Call to Action )
mmills@stpaulsk.org

Juneteenth invites followers of Christ to examine our hearts:

e Where have we accepted delayed justice as normal? DIRECTOR OF
e Where have we allowed division to replace compassion? COMMUNICATIONS &
* Where have we ignored the suffering of others because it did not touch ADMINISTRATION
us personally? Dr. Erin Bone Steele
stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org

God’s freedom is not passive. It moves. It disrupts. It transforms. And it calls 301-933-7933 ext. 100

us to participate.
FACILITIES MANAGER

On Saturday June 13, from 12:00 - 4:00 PM, the Town of Kensington will & BOOKKEEPER
commemorate Juneteenth by “Acknowledging the Past, Charting the Ms. Tracey Furman
Future.” We will gather in St. Paul Park (10564 St. Paul Street, Kensington tfurman@stpaulsk.org
MD) for this 5™ annual event. Come out. Join your friends and neighbors and 301-933-7933 ext. 106

our church. The celebration is a family-friendly event with live music, living
history interpreters, local vendors and black-owned businesses, family

L . Visit us online at
activities and kid zone, food, beverages, and treats.

stpaulsk.org/community/

Juneteenth is not just a date on the calendar. It is a reminder that: meet-the-staff

e God’s justice may be delayed, but it is unstoppable.

* Freedom is both a gift and a responsibility. Offlce Hours
* We are called to be carriers of liberation in a world still longing for it. Drop-in and Telephone Hours

Tuesday - Thursday
The same God who broke chains in Egypt, in Galveston, and in countless 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM
lives since still breaks chains today. The question is: Will we join Him in the
work?

To meet with specific clergy or
staff, or for access to the
building outside these hours,
please make an appointment.
Individual availability varies!

Starting June 14, St. Paul’s will be on summer hours!
Summer We will hold one worship service at 10:30 AM.

Drop-in & Telephone Office Hours will be Tuesday-
Scheduler

hursday, 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM. Staff and building access St. Paul’s is closed on federal
will be available outside of these hours by appointment! holidays and the week between
Many groups are on summer break! Check out the listing Christmas & New Year’s.

on PAGE 7 and contact group leaders for details!
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WEpisﬂe Notes from St. Paul’s Leaders

Thoughts from Pastor Joey

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.”
Matthew 5:9

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus does not say, “Blessed are the peace-wishers,” or “Blessed are the peace-
talkers,” or even “Blessed are those who hope things eventually calm down.” Jesus says, “Blessed are the
peacemakers.”

Peace, in the way of Christ, is not passive. It is something we actively engage in through prayer while doing our
best to work toward and embody all that is the peace of Christ.

As we start the summer, | want to invite our congregation into a simple challenge: let us spend intentional time
praying for peace.

We all know the conflicts that are raging across the world, some involving our own nation and some not. We see
wars that have destroyed lives, homes, families, hospitals, schools, and communities. We know that violence
disrupts food production, blocks access to basic needs, and leads to hunger and starvation. We know that
children caught in war will carry its marks, both visible and invisible, for the rest of their lives.

And we also know that conflict is not only “over there.”

There are deep wounds within our own borders: the challenging of voter rights, the politics of division, racial
tensions, the inhumane treatment of neighbors, and the constant temptation to see other people not as beloved
children of God but as enemies, obstacles, or problems to be solved.

In times like these, prayer can feel small. But prayer is not nothing. Prayer is where God begins to change us.
Prayer softens hardened hearts. Prayer teaches us to see others as God sees them. Prayer gives us courage to
speak truth, strength to resist hatred, and wisdom to become peacemakers in our homes, churches, communities,
and world.

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 says, “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances, for this is
the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”

Always be praying. Give thanks in all things not because everything is what we hope it to be, but because we
believe God and God’s people are making it so. That is our instruction.

So this month, | invite you to take a few minutes each day to pray for peace. Pray for peace in the world. Pray for
peace in our nation. Pray for peace in our community. Pray for peace in our church. Pray for peace in your own

heart. You might pray something as simple as this: 4'
Lord Jesus, make me an instrument of your peace. /
Where there is hatred, sow love. S/
Where there is injury, bring healing. £
Where there is fear, bring courage. 1

Where there is division, bring understanding. \

Where there is violence, bring justice and mercy. \ N\ -

And where | can be a peacemaker, give me the faith to follow you. Amen. 1 -
¢

May we not only pray for peace, but become people through whom God’s peace is made visible.

Blessed are the peacemakers. May we be counted among them.
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Worship

Worship Schedule Bluegrass Sunday &
Summer Kick-Off

Sunday, June 7
Scripture: Genesis 12:1-9
9:00 AM Worship with Communion
10:30 AM Worship with Communion & Sanctuary

Choir

Rev. Joey Heath-Mason, preaching

Sunday, June 14
Bluegrass Sunday & Summer Kick-Off
Scripture: Genesis 18:1-15, 21:1-7
10:30 AM Worship with Sanctuary Choir
Rev. Sheridan Allmond, preaching

Sunday, June 21

Scr. Ipture: Genesis 21:8-13 Pictured above: Sanctuary Choir Rehearsing for Bluegrass Sunday 2025

10:30 AM Summer Worship
Rev. Joey Heath-Mason, preaching

June 14, 2026 at 10:30 AM
All friends and neighbors are welcome as we kick-off

Sunday, June 28 the start of our summer schedule with the Bluegrass
Scripture: Genesis 22:1-14 worship service at 10:30 AM. This highly anticipated
10:30 AM Summer Worship once-a-year service features Bluegrass and Country
Rev. Sheridan Allmond, preaching Gospel favorites. Join the pastors, our Sanctuary Choir,
guest musicians, and Children’s Choir as they lead us
Worship Livestreams each Sunday at 10:30 AM in this unique and joyful service of music and the
stpaulsk.org/worship/worship-at-home spoken word. St. Paul’s choirs will go on summer
break after June 14.

Summer Kick Off Fellowship Lunch

T
;

Sunday, June 14, 11:45AM - 1:45 PM

After our Bluegrass and Country Gospel worship service
concludes, head up to the Fellowship Hall for a picnic-
inspired community lunch - with ice cream!

Tickets are free, but our cooks in the kitchen need a
headcount! Please RSVP! You can make your Summer
Kick-Off Lunch Reservation at
https://stpaulsk.org/worship/music or scan the QR code
for the reservation form.

The lunch will be served in the Fellowship Hall, June 14, 11:45 AM - 1:45 PM.
The menu (subject to change) follows a picnic theme: Sloppy Joe's & Hot Dogs
with fixin's, Summer Salads, Cookies & Brownies, and Beverages. Bonus! The
ice cream cart from our neighbors at La Gelatteria will be part of the festivities
with four of their most popular flavors of ice cream, gelato, or sorbet for a
special frozen treat! This fellowship meal is organized by the Sanctuary Choir,
and underwritten by generous donors to support the Music Ministry and
celebrate the St. Paul's community.
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Congregational Care

Sympathy

The St. Paul’s community offers our
deepest sympathies for those who have
lost loved ones recently.

Rick & Michele Bond and family, Ll
following the death of Michele’s father

Michael G. Phillips, Sr.

Welcoming Statement

@ We, the community of St. Paul's
United Methodist Church,

Kensington, welcome you in love.
Jesus Christ accepts all, excluding
none. So we welcome and affirm
you who are gay, straight, lesbian,
bisexual, transgender, or queer. We
welcome you without regard to
your sexual orientation, gender
identity or expression, national
origin, culture, race, ethnicity,
ability, education, or age. We
welcome you no matter your
immigration, marital, or
economic status. Wherever

you are on your spiritual

journey, we welcome

and affirm you as one of God’s
children into our community

of God’s unbounded love. All are
celebrated here and all are safe.

i i\r

Send a Card or Note

The following St. Paul's members are currently
limited in their abilities to participate in the life of
the church in-person, and appreciate your thoughts
and expressions of care.

Mrs. Lyda Brookbank  Mrs. Erma McWilliams

Friends House Brookdale Olney Senior

17141 Friends House Rd.  LiVing _

Sandy Spring, MD 20860 ﬁgi; Olney Sandy Spring Rd.

Mrs. Alicia Dandridge Olney MD 20832

9701 Veirs Dr. Mr. Bob Neidecker
Apt. 418

Mrs. Edie Kirk Gaithersburg, MD 20877

3616 Littledale Rd

#109 :

Kensington MD 20895 /y

Scammers use public
information (like the pastor’s
name) to create fake email
addresses and pose as church
leaders, asking for money or
gift cards. Contributions
should only be made through
stpaulsk.org/giving or sent to
the church’s physical address
at 10401 Armory Avenue,
Kensington MD 20895.

SCAIT]

Reminder

The Smith Education Award

On Sunday, May 31, St. Paul’s leaders presented the
Jim Smith Education Award for 2026 to Jonah Chen
(pictured above with parents and siblings). This
financial gift is awarded annually to one or more
graduating high school seniors to support them as
they move into the next chapter of their education or
training. The awards are now named for St. Paul’s
own James Bigelow Smith, Jr., known as Jim Smith,
a teacher, mentor, and member of St. Paul’s from
1982 until his death in 2024. Jonah Chen will be
attending Bowdoin College in Brunswick, Maine
starting in the fall. By coincidence, the late Jim Smith
also graduated from Bowdoin, class of 1962, and
many years later served as the confirmation class
mentor for Jonah’s older brother, Elias!
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WEpisﬂe Notes from St. Paul’s Leaders

Lay Leader Reflections

From Anne Dean, Lay Leader

The Church Leadership Team isn’t just a committee, it’s a place where we use our spiritual gifts to stay focused on
our mission, support the ministries of the church, pray and discern how God is leading us, and make important
decisions about the future of the church.

The Leadership Team meets once a month in the evenings at the church, with a few folks joining on Zoom. We
have set topics we work through like updates from the pastors, stewardship efforts and budget updates, and new
exciting ministries; we are looking forward to building a strategic plan. Sometimes there are topics where folks
split off, for small group work or fact finding, then report back for action like awarding the Jim Smith Educational
Award we just presented to one of our graduating seniors, or Pastor Appreciation Month in October. There are
short emails sometimes between meetings to address things like Christmas or Easter offering or other important
topics that cannot wait until a next meeting.

In using the one-board model, all members of the Church Leadership Team are also members of the Staff Parish
Relations Committee. The SPRC functions much like Human Resources, but with a focus on covenant and healthy
relationships. We support staff, evaluate ministry, work through administration and appointments.

We have such a wide variety of discussions and needs, requiring a wide variety of spiritual gifts. Serving on the
Church Leadership Team may be one of the ways God is calling you to help guide our church’s mission. You do not
need to be an expert, only someone who cares about the mission of our church.

Juneteenth in Kensington
Saturday, June 13, 12:00-4:00 PM (Rain date: June 14)

St. Paul’s will have a table at the Kensington Juneteenth Festival, and we’d love for
you to be part of the day! Volunteers are needed to help welcome neighbors and
represent our church’s commitment to justice, community, and joy. Whether you
volunteer at the table or attend with family and friends, your presence is a
meaningful way to celebrate and support this community gathering. Contact
Pastor Joey (joeyhm@stpaulsk.org) to volunteer.

The 5th Annual Juneteenth Celebration in Kensington will be in Saint Paul Park
(10564 St Paul St, Kensington, MD 20895). Join the celebration honoring Black
history, culture, resilience, and joy through music, food, education, and
community connection. There will be live bands, food vendors, artisans, kid-

. friendly games, and guest speakers. For more info visit:

! www.kensingtonjuneteenth.com/

Still Wednesday Summer

Wednesday, June 17, 7:00-8:00 PM

This hour of reflection, contemplation, togetherness, and silent prayer is a haven
in the midst of busy days. The exact format varies but usually includes about 20
minutes of silent prayer, journaling, reflection, and optional time to share. Still
Wednesday will meet in the Sanctuary or Octagon once a month this summer, on
June 17, July 15, and August 19. We will return to weekly meetings in September.
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Summer Break e

Wy roups modify their schedules or take a break during the summer season, before coming back
2d to greet the new programming year in the fall.

Currently on Summer Break
Taste & Sing
Yarn Ministry
Sunday School
Sermon Safari
Joyful Ringers Bell Ensemble
Lydia Circle Sisters (as of June 3)
N VA \ Sanctuary Choir (as of June 14)
TR Children’s Choir (as of June 14)
1 \ ‘ Still Wednesday (reduced meeting dates)

Worship Hours Office Hours

We are available outside the drop-in

Summer Summer Drop-in and Telephone Hours .
Sundav Worshi J 1510 S ber 2. 2026 hours! To meet with clergy or staff or
unday ¥vorship une 15 to September 2, to get access to the building please
June 14 to August 30, 2026 Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays reach out and make an
10:30 AM only 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM

appointment! Contact info for all of
our staff can be found on page 2.

4 %\ Sunday, June 15, 2025
& Serving 11:45 AM - 1:45 PM

in the Fellowship Hall

Kick off the summer with a picnic-theme menu and a time
of fellowship after church! The menu is sloppy joe's & hot
dogs with fixin’s, summer salads, cookies, and beverages.
BONUS: Kensington’s Gelatteria will be on site with their

mobile gelato cart serving 4 of their most popular flavors!

The summer kick-off lunch is free this year! The lunch is
organized by the Sanctuary Choir and costs have been
covered by generous music ministry donors to celebrate
the St. Paul’s community.

Please help us with the headcount by reserving your spot!
Look for the QR code signs in the Narthex, use the QR code
on page 4, follow the links in the Weekly News emails, or
. gotostpaulsk.org/worship/music
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“Echoes of Freedom” Art Exhibit

Please join us for an Opening Night reception on Sunday, June 14, 4:00-6:00 PM in the Octagon.

Join St. Paul’s for a powerful Juneteenth Art Show honoring resilience, creativity, and the ongoing journey
toward liberation. We are hosting this special art exhibit collaboration with the 5" Anniversary of Kensington
Juneteenth Celebrations and Collective Glow Art Exhibitions.

This year’s theme, “Echoes of Freedom: Finding Our Path,” brings together works that reflect the stories,
struggles, and triumphs woven through generations. Under the thoughtful curation of Dinah Myers Schroeder,
the exhibition highlights several artists whose voices illuminate the past while inspiring the future.

The exhibit is open to the public from June 3 to July 7, 2026.
Sundays 12:00-2:00 PM
Tuesdays 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM & 5:00-7:00 PM
Wednesdays 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Thursdays 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
If none of these times work for you, other times are available by appointment!

'V‘%;Q\‘ 4 |

A
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WEpisﬂe @ Community Connections

Pride Parade

Saturday, June 20 in Washington DC

Join St. Paul’s and dozens of other United Methodists as we
celebrate love, inclusion, and community at the Capital Pride
Parade! We have reserved 10 spots for those who would like to
walk with us. Exact time and location details will be shared
closer to the date. Learn more at https://capitalumcpride.com/.
To reserve a spot or ask questions, contact Rev. Joey Heath-
Mason at joeyhm@stpaulsk.org.

Some Capital Pride Parade FAQ’s

e Meet-up details: Specific locations are posted by the parade organizer the day prior to the event! There will
be a very obvious banner and truck for the UMC group. Groups may be assigned exact times based on their
position in the parade. Be sure Pastor Joey has your contact info (and you have his!) so you get the necessary
updates!

e Do | HAVE to walk? Most participants should plan to walk. The Capitol UMC Pride Contingent is planning to
rent a professionally-driven trailer which includes limited seating. Please ask early if you need this option!

¢ What to wear & bring: Light breathable colorful clothing, good walking shoes, sunscreen, water.

e Can |l (or my family) join at the last minute? Unfortunately, due to the size of the parade and limits on
space, walking in the parade is only open to those who register with their group in advance.

You Are Our Supply Chain

On the second Monday of each month, St. Paul’s faithful volunteers start the Hunger Ministry food distribution
process, feeding about 170 households facing food insecurity in the 20895 ZIP code over the course of the
month. This summer we are seeing a change in our supply chain as some of our previous bulk-order avenues
have dried up. Please help keep the pantry stocked this summer by donating food items listed below! Interested
in volunteering? Contact our volunteer coordinator Mr. Pat Maloney at hunger@stpaulsk.org for more info.

For the summer months, we especially request:
canned tuna

canned chicken

cold cereal

instant or quick-cook oatmeal

Donations Needed Every Month

e peanut butter ¢ cold cereal * pasta o

* canned tuna or salmon * instant oatmeal * pasta sauce (plastic jars)
e canned chicken * soup . cooklngql .

° Cannedvegetab[es ® rice ¢ boxed milk or oat milk
e canned fruit or applesauce e beans

The “NO THANK YOU” Guide
--- No dirty or damaged containers. No items beyond their “best by” or “sell by” dates.
We can’t give them out, and our volunteers have to throw away damaged or “expired” containers.
--- No glass. Glass breaks and creates a hazard - and a mess!
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- Congratulations to these graduating high school seniors from the St.
Congratulatlons . Paul’s community! We lifted up the names of these graduating high

3 : school seniors during the 10:30 AM worship service on Sunday, May 31,
Graduatlng Hl 2026. We are delighted you have reached this milestone. We wish you all
School Senio | the best as you move boldly into the next chapter of your lives!

Alexandra Bond Casey Ruhlen

Jonah Chen* R.J. Soderstrum

Charlotte DeLong Aidan Waner Recipient of the 2026
James Fitzpatrick Kyla Winter Jim Smith Education

Award. See detail
Libby Heaton Stella Yeskey pzv;er L cederarsen

Bible & Brews
5:00-6:00 PM

Upcoming dates (subject to change):

e Sunday, June 21, 2026, 5:00-6:00 PM

e Saturday, July 18, 2026, 5:00-6:00 PM

e Saturday, August 15, 2026, 5:00-6:00 PM
All are welcome at this monthly gathering for interfaith conversations with
Pastor Joey, Rabbi Adam, and friends from Temple Emanuel. Family-friendly
meetings take place at a local Kensington small business, where you can
purchase food or beverages as you like. For June, we will meet at Babycat
Brewery. Contact joeyhm@stpaulsk.org with any questions!

Community Pancake Breakfast

Saturday, June 6, 2026 - Serving Hours 8:00-10:30 AM

This is the final Pancake Breakfast of the 2025-2026 programming year! The all-
you-can-eat breakfast will have delicious buttermilk pancakes, fresh sage
sausage, scrambled eggs, grits, fruit, and coffee, tea, or hot chocolate. There
will also be a special treat of whole grain blueberry pancakes. Please join us
from 8:00 to 10:30 AM. Invite your friends and neighbors! Diners are asked to
make a generous donation, cash at the door. Proceeds from the June breakfast
will benefit the Kensington Volunteer Fire Department. The Community
Pancake Breakfast is sponsored by the United Methodist Men. We will be on
break in July and August, but look forward to seeing our friends again in
September!

Still Available! Vacation Bible School

VBS is on! This summer, “Snowball Mountain
Challenge” Vacation Bible School is the
minicamp that will take kids on a playful,
winter-themed journey to Bible stories,
songs, and fun. There are still spots for
campers and volunteers, including youth!

SPY Schedule

All friends of St. Paul’sin
grades 6-12 are welcome for
food and fellowship,
Sundays, 7:00-8:30 PM in the
Multi-Purpose Room.

VBS is for children in pre-K (age 4 and potty-trained) to rising-5th-grade. Upcoming Meetings:

All events will be held with our partners at Bethesda United Methodist  June 7: Regular meeting
Church at 8300 Old Georgetown Road, Bethesda, MD 21704. Register at e June 14: Celebration and
https://vbspro.events/p/events/6calbe or email Pastor Joey if you want final meeting of the

to volunteer! We never want a young person to miss out on a camp
experience because of financial worries. Contact Rev. Joey Heath-Mason
(joeyhm@stpaulsk.org) for a confidential discussion about camperships!

2025-2026 programming
year!

10 e The Epistle @ June 2026 www.stpaulsk.org



T
’MEpis’rIe Continuing Opportunities

More Ways to Be Involved

Many groups meet regularly during the year, and there are many ways to get involved with ministries, outreach,
and hospitality at St. Paul’s. Here are some of the groups inviting you to join in ministry and fellowship.

Wednesdays at 10:00 AM

Prayerwaves meets each week by phone. We take turns lifting up the needs of the

church, community, and the world. On Wednesday, dial 425-436-6326 a few

minutes before 10:00 AM. Enter access code 774042 followed by the # sign. If you
WEDNESDAYS, 10 AM would like to receive the prayer list by email, please contact Erin Steele in the

Prayerwaves / , church office at stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org.

This time for fellowship with drinks and snacks after worship occurs whenever a
family, class, or groups offers to host. You might serve the ever-popular coffee and
cookies... or it might be lemonade and cheese crackers, tea and tarts, cider and
donuts, cocoa and candy canes... you decide! To host, simply add your name or
group to the chart on the office bulletin board and take an instructions sheet (also
available for download at stpaulsk.org/community/calendar-events).

Would life feel better right now if you had someone to listen to your worries and
cares? Stephen Ministers are there for you! Stephen Ministers have received special
training to provide one-on-one Christian care to those who are experiencing
challenging life events. To learn how you or someone you know can receive care -
or how to become a Stephen Minister - contact Martha Lipscomb, Stephen Leader,
at mmlipscomb@verizon.net or 301-518-1642.

Few things better demonstrate our hospitality than making sure all of our members
and friends receive a warm welcome upon arrival at church, and that new Sunday
morning visitors can get some simple questions answered! Please consider
participating in St. Paul’s Welcome Ministry. We are always looking for volunteers
to cover the welcome table by the Sanctuary doors and guide people as they enter
for worship. Families are invited to volunteer together!

St. Paul’s makes every effort to reach out to those who are experiencing times of
sickness, grief, change, or celebration by providing greeting cards each week. On
typical Sundays, anyone can stop by the Welcome Desk to pick up a pre-addressed,
pre-stamped card. You can write a personal note or simply sign the card and drop itin
the mail. We know card recipients are truly thankful for the notes that come their way.

Want to send your own card later, or spend some time in prayer for our members and
friends? Pick up a Congregational Care list at the welcome desk on Sunday mornings.
Please note that the Congregational Care list is not exhaustive. For privacy reasons, St.
Paul’s only shares information if given permission to do so by the person(s) involved

. oran immediate family member. If you have information to share please contact Erin
| Steele in the church office at stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org.

Church leaders at St. Paul’s serve in a unified board to guide such things as the church
mission and ministry, finances, and personnel. The Leadership Team meets once a
month in-person in the Octagon with a Zooom option, all meetings are open to the
public. Contact the chairperson for 2026, Bill Stephens (wtstephens@verizon.net) for
the meeting schedule and the Zoom link. For more about the Leadership Team, visit
stpaulsk.org/community/meet-the-staff and scroll to the bottom of the page.

St. Paul’s
Leadership Team
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St. Paul's

United Methodist Church

10401 Armory Avenue
Kensington, MD 20895

stpaulsk.org | 301-933-7933

Worship with St. Paul's

Sunday Worship in the Sanctuary
June?7

9:00 AM « Worship with Communion

10:30 AM . Worship with Communion & Sanctuary Choir
June 14

10:30 AM only « Bluegrass Music Sunday & Summer Kick-Off
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	Juneteenth: Freedom That Still Speaks Today

	DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS & ADMINISTRATION Dr. Erin Bone Steele stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org 301-933-7933 ext. 100


	Office Hours
	Drop-in and Telephone Hours  Tuesday - Thursday 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM
	To meet with specific clergy or staff, or for access to the building outside these hours, please make an appointment. Individual availability varies!
	St. Paul’s is closed on federal holidays and the week between Christmas & New Year’s.
	The Senior Pastor’s Letter ...Continued from front page.
	Freedom is still unevenly experienced. Many people today still live under the weight of injustice — racial, economic, social, gender or spiritual. Juneteenth calls us to confront the uncomfortable truth that freedom declared is not the same as freedom lived. God calls His people to be agents of liberation, not spectators.
	Truth still needs to be proclaimed. Just as enslaved people in Texas needed to hear the truth of their freedom, our world still needs truth spoken boldly — truth about dignity, equality, and the image of God in every person. Silence is not neutral. Silence delays freedom.
	Unity is still fragile. Juneteenth is not only about the end of slavery; it is about the ongoing work of reconciliation. It calls us to build bridges, not walls. To listen, not dismiss. To heal, not ignore. The gospel compels us toward a unity that is not shallow or sentimental, but courageous and costly.
	A Spiritual Call to Action
	Juneteenth invites followers of Christ to examine our hearts:
	Where have we accepted delayed justice as normal?
	Where have we allowed division to replace compassion?
	Where have we ignored the suffering of others because it did not touch us personally?
	God’s freedom is not passive. It moves. It disrupts. It transforms. And it calls us to participate.
	On Saturday June 13, from 12:00 – 4:00 PM, the Town of Kensington will commemorate Juneteenth by “Acknowledging the Past, Charting the Future.” We will gather in St. Paul Park (10564 St. Paul Street, Kensington MD) for this 5th annual event. Come out. Join your friends and neighbors and our church. The celebration is a family-friendly event with live music, living history interpreters, local vendors and black-owned businesses, family activities and kid zone, food, beverages, and treats.
	Juneteenth is not just a date on the calendar. It is a reminder that:
	God’s justice may be delayed, but it is unstoppable.
	Freedom is both a gift and a responsibility.
	We are called to be carriers of liberation in a world still longing for it.
	The same God who broke chains in Egypt, in Galveston, and in countless lives since still breaks chains today. The question is: Will we join Him in the work?
	Starting June 14, St. Paul’s will be on summer hours! We will hold one worship service at 10:30 AM. Drop-in & Telephone Office Hours will be Tuesday-Thursday, 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM. Staff and building access will be available outside of these hours by appointment! Many groups are on summer break! Check out the listing on PAGE 7 and contact group leaders for details!
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	Bluegrass Sunday & Summer Kick-Off
	Worship Schedule
	Sunday, June 7 Scripture: Genesis 12:1-9 9:00 AM Worship with Communion 10:30 AM Worship with Communion & Sanctuary Choir Rev. Joey Heath-Mason, preaching
	Sunday, June 14 Bluegrass Sunday & Summer Kick-Off Scripture: Genesis 18:1-15, 21:1-7 10:30 AM Worship with Sanctuary Choir Rev. Sheridan Allmond, preaching
	Sunday, June 21 Scripture: Genesis 21:8-13 10:30 AM Summer Worship Rev. Joey Heath-Mason, preaching
	Sunday, June 28 Scripture: Genesis 22:1-14 10:30 AM Summer Worship Rev. Sheridan Allmond, preaching
	Worship Livestreams each Sunday at 10:30 AM  stpaulsk.org/worship/worship-at-home

	Summer Kick Off Fellowship Lunch
	Sunday, June 14,  11:45 AM - 1:45 PM
	After our Bluegrass and Country Gospel worship service concludes, head up to the Fellowship Hall for a picnic-inspired community lunch - with ice cream!
	Tickets are free, but our cooks in the kitchen need a headcount! Please RSVP! You can make your Summer Kick-Off Lunch Reservation at  https://stpaulsk.org/worship/music or scan the QR code for the reservation form.
	The lunch will be served in the Fellowship Hall, June 14, 11:45 AM - 1:45 PM. The menu (subject to change) follows a picnic theme: Sloppy Joe's & Hot Dogs with fixin's, Summer Salads, Cookies & Brownies, and Beverages. Bonus! The ice cream cart from our neighbors at La Gelatteria will be part of the festivities with four of their most popular flavors of ice cream, gelato, or sorbet for a special frozen treat! This fellowship meal is organized by the Sanctuary Choir, and underwritten by generous donors to support the Music Ministry and celebrate the St. Paul's community.
	www.stpaulsk.org
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	Summer Break
	Many groups modify their schedules or take a break during the summer season, before coming back refreshed to greet the new programming year in the fall.

	Worship Hours
	Office Hours
	Appointments!
	Summer Kick Off Lunch
	www.stpaulsk.org
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	“Echoes of Freedom” Art Exhibit
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	You Are Our Supply Chain
	For the summer months, we especially request:
	www.stpaulsk.org
	9 • The Epistle • June 2026


	The
	Events & Opportunities
	Epistle
	Congratulations Graduating High School Seniors
	Congratulations to these graduating high school seniors from the St. Paul’s community! We lifted up the names of these graduating high school seniors during the 10:30 AM worship service on Sunday, May 31, 2026. We are delighted you have reached this milestone. We wish you all the best as you move boldly into the next chapter of your lives!
	Alexandra Bond Jonah Chen* Charlotte DeLong James Fitzpatrick Libby Heaton
	Casey Ruhlen R.J. Soderstrum Aidan Waner Kyla Winter Stella Yeskey

	Bible & Brews
	5:00-6:00 PM Upcoming dates (subject to change):
	Sunday, June 21, 2026, 5:00-6:00 PM
	Saturday, July 18, 2026, 5:00-6:00 PM
	Saturday, August 15, 2026, 5:00-6:00 PM
	All are welcome at this monthly gathering for interfaith conversations with Pastor Joey, Rabbi Adam, and friends from Temple Emanuel. Family-friendly meetings take place at a local Kensington small business, where you can purchase food or beverages as you like. For June, we will meet at Babycat Brewery. Contact joeyhm@stpaulsk.org with any questions!

	Community Pancake Breakfast
	Saturday, June 6, 2026 - Serving Hours 8:00-10:30 AM This is the final Pancake Breakfast of the 2025-2026 programming year! The all-you-can-eat breakfast will have delicious buttermilk pancakes, fresh sage sausage, scrambled eggs, grits, fruit, and coffee, tea, or hot chocolate. There will also be a special treat of whole grain blueberry pancakes. Please join us from 8:00 to 10:30 AM. Invite your friends and neighbors! Diners are asked to make a generous donation, cash at the door. Proceeds from the June breakfast will benefit the Kensington Volunteer Fire Department. The Community Pancake Breakfast is sponsored by the United Methodist Men. We will be on break in July and August, but look forward to seeing our friends again in September!
	All friends of St. Paul’s in grades 6-12 are welcome for food and fellowship, Sundays, 7:00-8:30 PM in the Multi-Purpose Room.
	Upcoming Meetings:
	June 7: Regular meeting
	June 14: Celebration and final meeting of the 2025-2026 programming year!

	Still Available! Vacation Bible School
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