
CELEBRATION OF LIFE



NELLIE LONGSWORTH
Mom

Daughter

Preservationist

Adventurer

Sister

Grandmother

Gardener

Classical Music Enthusiast

The go-to person that got things done!



Mom was born in York, PA.  Our 
relatives from Dinkelsbuhl, 
Germany settled in York in the 
1700’s

Her parents moved to 
Glencoe, IL where Mom and 
her two younger sisters and a 
younger brother were raised.

They went to New Trier – one 
of the best high schools in the 
country.



Mom & 
Miki

Connie

Stewie and Their Mom



Nellie and Maury met while she 
was at Smith, he was at Amherst.

They got married in Moultrie 
Georgia, where Maurice was 
stationed with the Air Force.

Here they are…with their parents!



MOM’S LIFE WITH THE KIDS



Miki and 
Bobby

The sisters are just getting started with their families!

Connie and 
Jimmy

Mom, Jenny 
and Mark



Grosse Pointe Farms

Mom moved seven times and did most of the 
packing, unpacking, getting acquainted!  Here are 
the last five moves.

Bethesda (Woodacres)

Bethesda (Springfield)

Wellesley
Bethesda (Glen Mar Park)



The good…the bad…and the oh so cute!



Alta in Utah.

Williamsburg

Camp Taconet on the Belgrade Lakes in Maine.  

St. Croix

…and so many more places!

Hilton Head

Chicago

Hawaii

Canada

She shared her love of travel 
with the family! 



Looking back, I think she did all right!



Mom was blessed with two terrific 
daughters-in-law and Mikey, who, in 
return, felt blessed with a great 
mother-in-law and friend. 

Jeff and Kim

Mark and Katharine

Mikey



BEING A GRANDMA



She saw Jeff and Kim’s kids grow up 

Stewart Sarah Grace Anna



As well as Mark and Katharine’s girls!

Ciara

Sinead



Stewart, Sarah Grace, Anna, David, Emma

She built an ice rink in our backyard in Detroit which started a love for 
hockey that has carried on to the next generation!



LIFE WITH OUR BIG EXTENDED FAMILY



Corrine Sweeney
Alou  Lindberg

Katie McAleer
Lucy Tashman

David, George, Roger Taylor

Cousins

Nieces and Nephews

Pete Shaeffer
Andi MacKenzie

Heidi Smyser

Julia Shaeffer

Gene Raphel

Rob Hotchkiss

Jim Hotchkiss

Bobby Talley
Susan Allen

Serena McCaleb

Avery Smyser

She loved and respected EVERYONE in her BIG family!

Adam & 
Miriam 
Smyser

Alice 
Raphel Dick Smyser Bud Smyser Ruth 

Shaeffer Isabel
Bay Stewart 

& Serena
Leber

Maurice & 
Nellie 

Longsworth

Miki 
Jannotti

Connie 
Hotchkiss Stew Leber

Maurice & 
Nellie

Longsworth

Mark & 
Katharine

Ciara Sinead

Jennifer Jeff and Kim

Stewart Sarah 
Grace Anna



The Maryland clan plus some welcome out-of-towners



Mom’s parents with their kids and grandkids in San Diego



Smaller family affairs

Aunts, Uncles, In-
laws, Brothers, 
Cousins, Kids and 
Parents



Pupus in Muumuus on the Lanai

Sibling Reunions in Hawaii



McCall, Idaho

Pacific City, OR

Sibling Reunions in the 
Continental United States!

(sometimes with her daughter too)

Portland, OR



It was Mom’s idea to have a big birthday bash with all the kids and grandkids. 

What a great success!

Serena Leber and Charlie Shaeffer turn 90!

This wasn’t the only big 
birthday party…



SURPRISE! 



TRAVEL



…I’ve taken the trail, with 
my horse and saddle…



India

Instead, in India, they rode a camel  then 
hopped aboard an elephant to look for tigers.

This wasn’t quite horseback riding as 
Connie and Mom did in the Tetons.



Here are Mom and Connie at 
Tiger Tops in India



Yosemite

The Yosemite back country was a favorite 
place to hike.  She went four times with 
Connie; each time with different family and 
friends.

Here are Mom and Jen at the Merced River!



Mt. Everest
Mom wasn’t afraid of anything!  She was a seeker 
of adventure and again trekked with Connie.  This 
time, the first camp at Mount Everest!



The hike was only part of the adventure.  Here were 
some of their other experiences

• Wearing Traditional Nepalese attire

• Getting her hair washed in freezing cold weather 
with freezing cold water by her Sherpa

• Sleeping in frigid temperatures

• Having tea with the Nepalese



China

Mom toured China 
including visiting the great 
wall. 
She loved holding the 

panda!  She talked about it 
for years after.



Family was always important to her.
Here’s the original house of our ancestor Anna Barbara Smyser who 
left to come to America in the 1700’s.

Along with Jen, she met up with 45 Smysers from around the World –
and took in a biergarten or two!

Dinkelsbuhl, Germany



PRESERVATION ACTION



Prior to Preservation Action, she was campaign manager for Republican Michigan 
Senator Bob Griffin and a volunteer turn paid employee at Planned Parenthood.

“Nellie’s interest in government and politics is of long standing…
she majored in American studies at Smith.  
Living in ...D.C. …sparked her political interest”

“Their major effort was to convince these voters…to vote for the 
person, not the party.”

“She particularly likes working for the underdog.”



Nellie was just a force of nature. She was energetic, 
generous, opinionated, and full of life and verve. And she 
just kept going.

- Amy Longsworth

She had more energy than anyone I know.
- Bill MacCrostie

Your mom blessed and enhanced the lives of many, many 
people...including my own.

- Larry Tise

Indeed the mold was broken with her.
-A. Roy Smith



Nellie was the driving force of the preservation lobbying 
arm of our movement, Preservation Action. To many of us 
in preservation, Nellie was our commanding general. We 
happily marched to her orders. She will be sorely missed.

-Tersh Boasberg

Nellie was smart, fearless, and driven. She was also kind, full 
of fun, and a teacher at heart…her greatest gift was her ability 
to share her expertise with young people who were just 
beginning their careers. In her years at Preservation Action 
she created an incubator for the next generation of 
preservationists. She was a force and will be missed.

- Mona Ferrugia



The one…the only…NELLIE

She is indeed a legend in the field and will be remembered not 
only for her impactful work, but the spirit in which she did her 
work.

- Rhonda Sincavage

When I think of Nellie I think of an irresistible force of 
nature, and one that usually cleared a path for the rest of 
us. I am so glad I was around help and learn.

-Eric K. Hertfelder

Nellie was a force of nature. No one was better at using 
historic preservation to save America’s treasures. Nellie 
worked tirelessly to save important buildings and historic 
districts in every state and scores of communities.

- Tersh Boasberg

“The most important single thing about Nellie is 
that she is absolutely  reliable” 



It was clear that the organization under 
her leadership would go places. She 
was a force majeure -- with an 
infectious enthusiasm that could work 
wonders on the Hill and also engage 
preservationists nationwide.

- Richard Longstreth

She was such a special person and 
touched so many lives in different 
ways over the years. I can still 
vividly remember her big voice and 
laugh and how she could enter a 
room and fill it with energy.

- Tim Lewis

She was a true preservation 
pole star and a good friend—
since 1974.

- Nancy Schamu

Nellie stood out for her 
exceptional energy and 
imagination. My most 
characteristic memory…is 
…when she stepped to a 
microphone and began her 
speech with “I’m an 
optimist!” Our country is 
better because of what she 
brought to it.

- Jerry Rogers



Hob nobbing with Mrs. Barbara Bush..

…and George and Laura Bush



Time to lobby in the halls of 
Congress with…

…Patrick Leahy

John Sieberling

…and…



“Wear comfortable shoes.”

Advice for Lobbying on Capital Hill





Her Uncle Bud was so proud of her, he devoted an entire column 
to her in the Honolulu Star Bulletin!

“She has always had twice 
as many volts in her battery 
as her uncle and travels 
nationwide to rally support 
for preservation.”



The Louise du Pont Crowninshield Award

“National Trust for Historic Preservation’s highest 
national recognition. The award is made with the 
greatest care and only when there is indisputable 
evidence of superlative achievement over time in the 
preservation…

…and interpretation of our cultural, architectural or maritime 
heritage, including buildings, architecture, districts, archeology, 
cultural landscapes, and objects of significance in the history and 
culture of the United States.”



Tersh Boasberg accepts the first Nellie Longsworth Award!

All the kids – proud of Mom and Tersh!

“Tersh was the founding member of Preservation Action.  It’s 
fitting that the inaugural Longsworth Award be given to the 
man who hired Nellie Longsworth as Preservation Action’s first 
Executive Director.”



EXTRA CIRRICULAR ACTIVITIES



We all lived in the 
area, so she was 
delighted to invite 
us over for 
Birthdays and 
Holidays.

She loved entertaining!



 Nellie found joy in her orchids and in her 
summer days in the garden. Her energy was 
indeed boundless.

- Sally Cutler

 She loved going to the Farm Women’s market on 
Saturday morning.  Later, she would go to the 
Farmer’s Market in Bethesda with Jen.  

 All the vendors loved her!  

Franklin & the Fish!



So many employees and colleagues became good friends.  She good about keeping in touch.
Here are just a few!

Colleagues from high 
school and college

Colleagues in Preservation

Nellie was the most self-aware and least self-
conscious person I’ve ever known.  She often 
said, “ I am who I am.”  She ate good food, 
drank good wine, worked hard and had fun.

- Loretta Neuman 



When Mom moved to 
Kensington Park Retirement 
Independent Living, she was 
lucky to make friends with Skip.  
Skip and Mom kept each other 
sane.

On the right, Skip is holding 
Nelly the dog, who she was 
introduced to the day after 
Mom died.





In Mom’s own words what she has accomplished!

40 minute video:  search “Youtube Nellie Longsworth” or launch:  https://youtube/YLdaIxrkZmM


