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May 9, 2021 9:00 & 10:30 A.M.

United Methodist Church

"When Jesus Interrupts"



SIXTH SUNDAY IN EASTERTIDE

All those attending must sign in at the front door and provide contact
information in the event contact tracing is necessary. 
If the Sanctuary reaches capacity, overflow seating will be offered.
When you leave, please take this bulletin with you. You may drop it in the
recycling bin near the exit.
All attendees are to be masked at all times, covering mouth and nose.
Pews have been marked for socially distanced seating. Sit only in seats that
are available and maintain 6 feet between your group and your neighbors.
The congregation will not sing. Music, including hymns, will be provided
by members of the music department.
To share a joy or concern, please use the Prayer Request form online at
stpaulsk.org/community/prayer-requests.
Offering plates will not be passed among the pews but are available at
stations. You may also donate at stpaulsk.org/giving at any time.
A handicap-accessible restroom with changing table is located past the
church office and down the hall.
People with digital hearing aids that have telecoil receivers may listen to
the service directly by turning on the "t-coil," thanks to the hearing loop
that transmits within the Sanctuary.
Please greet neighbors and friends by waving, avoiding physical contact. 
If you need assistance, please ask our volunteers, leaders, or ushers.

Thank you for worshiping with us today!
Welcome to in-person worship in the Sanctuary, where we do our best to worship
God together while preserving the safety and well-being of all. If you are a visitor,
we extend a special greeting and hope you feel the warmth of this community even
while our traditional fellowship activities have been curtailed. Announcements
and helpful information can be found on the pages following the order of worship. 

9:00 & 10:30 Worship May 9, 2021

(* Please stand as you are able.)
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Gathering for Worship
 

Announcements                                                                            

Prelude (10:30 AM)                                   II. Air          
 from Suite No. 3 in D major, BWV 1068

*Call to Worship (9:00 & 10:30 AM)
Leader: It is not difficult to be God’s beloved child. 
People: We are called to obey God’s commandments 
                          and live in God’s love!
L:              The ways which God ordains are ways of peace and hope.
P:               The love of God shall conquer the world.  
L:              Rejoice, O people of God, for God is near! 
P:                Praise God for God’s power and might, 
                          God’s love and peace. Amen.

Hymn #549  (9:00 & 10:30 AM)                             
Where Charity and Love Prevail

Hymns today are presented by the music department. Please do not sing.

*Opening Prayer (9:00 & 10:30 AM)
     With the beauty of spring breaking forth, 
             and Easter “Alleluias!” still echoing,
             we offer you our praise, God of new life.  
     We eagerly seek to love you, love one another, 
             and bear fruit that will last!  
     So inspire us in this hour, and grant us confidence, 
            that we might live as beloved friends of Jesus, the resurrected Christ,         
            who continually calls us to abundant life. Amen.

Verse 1: Where charity and love prevail, there God is ever found; brought here
together by Christ's love, by love are we thus bound.

Verse 4: Let strife among us be unknown, let all contention cease; be Christ
the glory that we seek, be ours his holy peace.

Verse 5: Let us recall that in our midst dwells God's begotten Son; as members
of his body joined, we are in him made one.

J. S. Bach/Mills
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Pastoral Prayer (9:00 & 10:30 AM)

Music (10:30 only)
Lord, Listen to Your Children

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Proclamation of the Word
 

Acts 10:44-48 (9:00 & 10:30 AM)                                      New Revised Standard Version       

     While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the
word. The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded
that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, for
they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said,
“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have
received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” So he ordered them to be baptized
in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

 

Sermon (9:00 & 10:30 AM)
"Belong, Behave, Believe: When Jesus Interrupts"

Hymn #94 (9:00 & 10:30 AM)
 Doxology

Hymns today are presented by the music department. Please do not sing.
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Ken Medema

Refrain: Lord, listen to your children praying, Lord send your Spirit in this
place; Lord, listen to your children praying, send us love, send us power, send
us grace. (repeat)

Something's gonna happen, like the world has never known, when the people
of the Lord get down to pray; a door's gonna swing open and the walls come a-
tumbling down, when the people of the Lord get down to pray. Refrain.

You're gonna know it, when the Lord stretches out his hand, and the people
of the Lord get down to pray, to pray; there's gonna be a brand new song of
vic'try in this land, when the people of the Lord get down to pray, to pray.
And all the people sang: Refrain.

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God all creatures here
below: Alleluia, alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus
Christ whose power uplifts! Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia!



Response to the Word

Prayer of Dedication (9:00 & 10:30 AM)

Hymn #500 (9:00 & 10:30 AM)
 Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart

Hymns today are presented by the music department. Please do not sing.

Thanksgiving and Holy Communion (9:00 AM only)
The Invitation
The Great Thanksgiving

Leader:   The Lord be with you.
People:    And also with you.
L:                Lift up your hearts.
P:                  We lift them up to the Lord.
L:                Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
P:                  It is right to give our thanks and praise.
(The pastor gives thanks, remembering God's acts of salvation.)
L:               And so, with your people on earth and all the company of
                    heaven we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
P:                 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
                      heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
                      Hosanna in the highest.
                      Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
                      Hosanna in the highest.
(The pastor continues the thanksgiving and concludes:)
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Verse 1: Spirit of God, descend upon my heart; wean it from earth; through all
its pulses move; stoop to my weakness, mighty as thou art, and make me love
thee as I ought to love.

Verse 4: Teach me to feel that thou art always nigh; teach me the struggles of
the soul to bear. To check the rising doubt, the rebel sigh, teach me the
patience of unanswered prayer.

Verse 5: Teach me to love thee as thine angels love, one holy passion filling all
my frame; the kindling of the heaven-descended Dove, my heart an altar, and
thy love the flame. 



L: And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in 
 Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving 
 as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering
 for us, as we proclaim the mysteries of faith. 
P: Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
(The pastor continues and concludes:)
L: All honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and for ever.
P: Amen.

 

 The Lord's Prayer (9:00 & 10:30 AM)
    Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
    Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
    Give us this day our daily bread. 
    And forgive us our trespasses 
         as we forgive those who trespass against us.
    And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
    For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
         and the glory, forever. Amen.

Breaking the Bread and Giving the Bread and Cup (9:00 AM only)

Prayer of Thanksgiving (9:00 AM only)
Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you
have given yourself to us. Grant that we may go into the world in the
strength of your spirit to give ourselves for others, in the name of Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sending Forth

Hymn #347 (9:00 & 10:30 AM)         Spirit Song
Hymns today are presented by the music department. Please do not sing.
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Verse 1: O let the Son of God enfold you with his Spirit and his love. Let him
fill your hear and satisfy your soul. O let him have the things that hold you,
and his Spirit like a dove will descend upon your life and make you whole.

Refrain: Jesus, O Jesus, come and fill your lambs. (repeat)

Verse 2: O come and sing this song with gladness as your hearts are filled with
joy. Lift your hands in sweet surrender to his name. O give him all your tears
and sadness; give him all your years of pain, and you'll enter into life in Jesus'
name. (Refrain)



Benediction and Dismissal (9:00 & 10:30 AM)

Postlude                                                  Sinfonia -Allegro 
from the oratorio Solomon, Act III (Arrival of the Queen of Sheba)

You are invited to remain in a posture of worship until the conclusion of the postlude, 
then greet your neighbors with signs of peace, and move to the exit.

 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship Next Week
Scripture: Acts 8:26-40

Emma Cooper, preaching
"Belong, Behave, Believe: Follow the Verbs"

Worship in the Sanctuary
 9:00 & 10:30 AM
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The 10:30 worship service is live-streamed through 
stpaulsk.org/worship/worship-at-home

 

Sources and Licensing Information

II. Air, from Suite No. 3 in D major, BWV 1068 by J.S. Bach. Public domain.

Call to Worship: Nancy C. Townley, "Worship Connection May 9 2021,"  from Ministry
Matters, https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/2749/worship-connection-may-6-
2018. Used by permission.

Where Charity and Love Prevail. Words: 9th c. Latin, trans. Omer Westerndorf (1961). Music:
Alexander R. Reinagle (1836); harm. from Hymns Ancient and Modern (1861), public domain.
Text copyright 1961 World Library Publications (Admin. by G.I.A. Publications, Inc.).
Streamed by permission under CCLI license #24106074. All rights reserved. 

Opening Prayer: "May 9, 2021 Worship Resources," The Center for Faith and Giving, 
 https://centerforfaithandgiving.org/2021/04/may-9-2021/. Used by permission.

Lord, Listen to Your Children. Words & Music by Ken Medema (1974), arr. Jack Schrader.
Copyright 2007, Hope Publishing Company.  Streamed by permission under CCLI license
#24106074. All rights reserved. 

Bible readings: New Revised Standard Version Bible (NRSV), copyright 1989 the Division of
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Doxology: Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow (LASST UNS ERFREUEN). Words:
Thomas Ken (1674), adapt. Gilbert H. Vieira (1978). Music: Geistliche Kirchengesange
(1623), harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams (1906). Adapt. copyright 1989, The United
Methodist Publishing House. Permission to stream this music obtained from ONE
LICENSE, License #735990-A. All rights reserved.

Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart. Words: George Croly (1867). Music: Frederick C.
Atkinson (1870). Public domain.

Great Thanksgiving, from The United Methodist Hymnal (Nashville TN: The United
Methodist Publishing House, 1989), p.9-11. Used by permission.

Spirit Song. Words & Music: John Wimber (1979). Copyright 1979 Mercy / Vineyard
Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music, David C Cook)).  Streamed
by permission under CCLI license #24106074. All rights reserved. 

Sinfonia - Allegro from Solomon (Arrival of the Queen of Sheba), G.F. Handel. Public domain.
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Sympathy and Joy
The full list of those experiencing grief and loss, health challenges, or joyous family changes can be
found in the Congregational Care list, available for pick-up in the Narthex by the Sanctuary door.

 

We extend our deepest sympathies to:
the family of Catherine Price, member since 1958, following her death on April 22.

 

Announcements & Events

SPY Schedule Change! - St. Paul's Youth will NOT meet tonight, May 9! We're adjusting
the schedule because it's Mother's Day. We want all our youth to be able to do something
nice to recognize mother-figures in their lives. Sorry for any inconvenience! This means
our schedule will shift somewhat: Middle High meets May 16, Senior High meets May 23,
and no one meets for Memorial Day Weekend on May 30! To stay on top of SPY news, be
sure to sign up for the SPY emails - go to stpaulsk.org/community/youth to join the list!

Congregational Town Hall - Monday, May 10 at 7:00 PM. Pastor Pat invites members and
friends of St. Paul's to join her for a virtual "town hall" conversation. Share thoughts, ask
questions, and receive info. The Zoom link is in the Weekly News email message. Zoom
Meeting ID: 851 3807 6257. Passcode: 073456. To participate by phone, dial 301-715-8592.

Educational Awards - Next Sunday, we'll present Educational Awards to some St. Paul's
graduating seniors to support them with the next step in their education or endeavors.
This award is made possible by contributions to the Educational Award Fund from St.
Paul's generous donors! We gratefully receive contributions by credit card (visit
stpaulsk.org/giving and scroll down to "Additional Contribution Options") and welcome
checks (made out to St. Paul's UMC with "Ed Award" on the memo line). 

Outdoor Worship - On May 23, we will come together for one single outdoor worship
service in Reinhardt Park (directly across from St. Paul's front doors) at 10:30 AM. This is
also Pentecost Sunday, when confirmands are invited to join the church in full
membership. Bring your chairs and masks, or participate "drive-in" style. The service will
also be livestreamed.

Shelter Meals - In May, St. Paul's friends will be providing meals for women at the
Interfaith Works Coffield Center Shelter in Silver Spring. To get involved, please contact
Lyn Walker (lwalker60@hotmail.com). Thanks to all who helped with cooking, shopping,
and making dinners, breakfasts, and other items for the Rockville shelter last month!
Other opportunities will also be available later in the year.

Card Ministry News - Starting today, May 9, you will be able to find pre-addressed, pre-
stamped cards at the Welcome Desk. Please to pick up one or more to send! To do more to
support the Card Ministry, consider being part of the team that writes the addresses from
our Congregational Care list onto the envelopes! Contact Meg Baker to learn more (301-
933-7933 ext 104, mbaker@stpaulsk.org).
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Yarn Ministry - Due to scheduling conflicts, the first Yarn Ministry session of May will be
on May 17 (instead of May 10). Come knit, crochet, or craft with us over Zoom. Contact
Karen Codner (KDC811@gmail.com) for the log-in info.

"Confirmation Refresher" Study - Wednesdays in May, 4:00-5:00 PM, via Zoom. For some
of us, it has been many years since we attended a Confirmation Class (if at all). Come for
this "refresher course" and dig deeper into basic tenets of the Christian faith and our
understanding of the church. Sign up at stpaulsk.org/community/adult-education.

Memorial Day Holiday - The church offices will be closed and staff will be on holiday
Monday, May 31 in observance of Memorial Day.

Wilderness Trail - Very few youth spots remain for this hiking & camping adventure July
25-30 along the Appalachian Trail! We also have spots for adult chaperones. Contact
Micah Smartt or visit stpaulsk.org/community/youth to register or read more.

Sunday Worship Livestream Volunteers - St. Paul's Tech Team is looking for volunteers
to learn and assist with running our livestream for the Sunday 10:30 AM worship service.
Working with the team could include running sound, video, streaming, PowerPoint, etc.
Contact Micah Smartt (msmartt@stpaulsk.org) directly if you are interested in helping.
 

Better Humans Book Club - Tuesday, May 25, 7:00 PM. Start reading now! Hans Chen will
lead the discussion of The Sympathizer by Viet Thanh Nguyen. This 2016 Pulitzer Prize-
winner is a gripping spy novel about a man torn by the clash between his beliefs and his
individual loyalties, a moving love story, and an exploration of extreme politics that
examines the legacy of the Vietnam War.

Summer Sunday School - Sundays June 6 - July 25. Children rising-3rd-grade and younger
will begin in the Sanctuary with their families for the 10:30AM worship service and will be
escorted to the Fellowship Hall for Summer Sunday School lessons and activities.
Registration is required; please go to stpaulsk.org/community/children.

Ongoing Activities

Still Wednesday - Meeting each Wednesday at 7:00 PM. All are welcome for this time of
prayer, connection, and quiet contemplation. Meetings are currently held using Zoom.
Email kenzier@rcn.com or call Kenzie Raulin at 301-237-1520 for the invitation.

Update on Vacation Bible School 2021 - Due to ongoing concerns with Covid-19 we are
unable to offer St. Paul's VBS for the summer of 2021.  We can't wait until we can return to
camp, in person, without limitations on group size and togetherness, in 2022!

Welcome Ministry - We are in need of a few more Sunday morning volunteers to help at
the welcome table, greeting worshipers and facilitating the sign-in. To volunteer, contact
Meg Baker (301-933-7933 ext. 104, mbaker@stpaulsk.org). 8



Bible Study Opportunities - Saturdays, 11:00AM-12:00 noon. All are welcome on a regular
or drop-in basis at these one-hour, no-prep Bible study sessions using the BibleProject's
"Reflections" study. Each week features a different biblical selection and theme. Read
more and sign up at stpaulsk.org/community/adult-education or contact Meg Baker
(mbaker@stpaulsk.org).

Prayer Request Form - Visit stpaulsk.org/community/prayer-requests to share joys and
concerns confidentially with St. Paul's ministers or with the entire Prayer Team. 

Lydia Circle - The ladies of Lydia Circle have been meeting online, every other week, on
Fridays at 1:30 PM. To participate, contact Susan Schwarz (susan10748@aol.com).

Nursery & Childcare - Care for children in Grade 3 and younger is available during the
10:30 AM service. To ensure a safe child/caregiver ratio, pre-registration is required.
Nursery care is available for both 9 & 10:30 services. Contact Dr. Meg Baker
(mbaker@stpaulsk.org) with questions or read more on the Children's page:
stpaulsk.org/community/children.

Drop-In Office Hours - Monday-Thursday, 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM. Our crew of weekday
volunteers will answer phone calls or welcome you into the office. Masks are required.
Clergy and staff hours vary; please make an appointment to ensure they are available.

Stephen Ministry - The Stephen Ministry team provides Christ-centered care to those
experiencing hospitalization, illness, job loss, death or illness of a loved one, divorce,
birth or adoption, loneliness, grief, struggles with God, or other difficulties. If you or
someone you know needs a Stephen Minister, or to learn more about training to become a
Stephen Minister, contact Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton (301-933-7933 ext. 103,
kfulton@stpaulsk.org). 

Weekly News - This email newsletter is the best way to stay on top of church events. View
the latest message or sign up for emails at stpaulsk.org/community/epistle-weekly-news.

Church Directory - The most recent edition of the St. Paul's Directory is available for
pick-up in the Narthex or office today, and during office hours next week.

Prayerwaves - Wednesdays, 10:00 AM. Call 425-436-6326 at 9:55 each Wednesday morning
to join in prayer over the phone. When prompted for the “access code," type in 774042
followed by #. 

Daily Breath - Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays at 9:00 AM. Three times a week, start your
day with St. Paul's clergy and staff sharing a message, meditation, or song. Go to
facebook.com/stpaulskensington - no Facebook account required.
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Assisting with Worship Today

St. Paul's Staff

Rev. Dr. Patricia Allen

pallen@stpaulsk.org

Senior Pastor
Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton

kfulton@stpaulsk.org

Associate Pastor

Mr. Micah Smartt

msmartt@stpaulsk.org

Minister of Youth and Design

Dr. Meg Baker

mbaker@stpaulsk.org

Minister of Spiritual Care 
and Formation 

Mr. N. Thomas Pedersen

tpedersen@stpaulsk.org

Director of Music

Mr. Marvin Mills

mmills@stpaulsk.org

Organist

Dr. Erin Bone Steele

stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org

Communications Director and
Administration

Mrs. Michelle Gregonis

mgregonis@stpaulsk.org

Treasurer

Ms. Tracey Furman

tfurman@stpaulsk.org

Facilities Manager and Maintenance
Mr. Marco Palma

John & Biljana Regan

Tech Team

Featured Musicians

Lay Readers
Kenzie Raulin, 9:00 AM

Melanie Modlin, 10:30 AM

Usher Coordinator
Nathan Bazawada

Tom Pedersen, 10:30 AMLay Leader
Marge Higgins
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