
 



 PENTECOST 

ORDER OF WORSHIP MAY 23, 2021 

 

Thank you for worshiping with us today! 
 

Welcome to in-person worship outdoors! If you are a visitor, we extend a special 

greeting and hope you feel the warmth of this community even while our traditional 

fellowship activities have been curtailed. Announcements and more helpful information 

can be found on the pages following the order of worship. To care for the health and 

safety of all, please follow these guidelines: 
 

 All those worshiping in the park should be masked, covering mouth and 

nose, at all times. While we are reviewing our mask policies in light of 

evolving evidence and government advice, we’ll err on the side of 

caution today. 

 Visitors are invited to use the tear-out info section at the back of the 

bulletin to let us know you're here and to learn more about St. Paul's. 

 To participate drive-in style from your vehicle, tune the radio to 101.7 FM 

 All music, including hymns, will be presented by the music department. 

Those attending worship in the park will not sing today. 

 Maintain 6 feet between your family or group and your neighbors. 

 Please use the Prayer Request form at stpaulsk.org/community/prayer-

requests to share joys and concerns. You may share confidentially with 

the pastors or with the entire prayer team 

 Offerings may be placed in bins today or made any time at 

stpaulsk.org/giving. 

 A handicap-accessible restroom with changing table is located indoors, 

past the church office and down the hall. 

 Visit stpaulsk.org/worship/worship-at-home to view the 10:30 service 

livestreamed each week and available for later viewing. 

 If you need assistance, please ask our volunteers, leaders, or ushers. 

 When you leave, please take this bulletin with you or place it in a 

recycling bin. 



 Gathering for Worship 
 

Announcements 
 

Call to Worship 

 Leader:  Holy Spirit, Divine Breath, Wild Winds of Change. 

 People: She comes to rattle all that cages, 

 L: to provoke with prophesies, 

 P: to disturb the quiet of evil’s routines. 

 L: In her presence, all the earth trembles with anticipation of freedom. 

 P:  A weary world is roused with hope! 

 L: She awakens the senses to the nearness of salvation. 

 P: She is the power of God poured out among us. Come, Spirit, come! 
 

Hymn #590 Christ Loves the Church 
 Music today is provided by the music department. Please do not sing. 
 

Verse 1: Christ loves the church, with grace beyond all measure. We bear his name, 

for all the world to see. He will not let us go or let us be, but chooses earthen vessels 

for his treasure. 
 

Verse 2: Christ bears the church, corrupted or conforming, obsessed with trifles, 

blessing greed and war. His love outwits us, spinning gold from straw, through 

saints and prophets, praying and reforming. 
 

Verse 3: Christ feeds the church, and fills us with a vision, through praise and 

preaching, wine and broken bread, of sharing people, doing what they’ve said, who 

win the world’s respect, or opposition. 
 

Verse 4: Christ needs the church, to live and tell his story, to praise his love and 

marvel at his trust, till, bathed in light, awakened from the dust, we walk with God 

alive in grace and glory. 
 

Opening Prayer 

Divine Disrupter, in the heart of the ordinary, you stir and surprise.  

We welcome your chaos as we release instincts to control. Though evil 

makes rigid, oppresses with order, exploits through unjust rules and 

regulations, your love is a force of agitation, drawing the faithful together, 

rowdy with hope. May it be so among us. Amen. 



Pastoral Prayer 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 

Amen. 
 

Hymn #494  Kum Ba Yah 
 Music today is provided by the music department. Please do not sing. 
 

Verse 1: Kum ba yah, my Lord, kum ba yah. Kum ba yah, my Lord, kum ba yah. Kum 

ba yah, my Lord, kum ba yah. Oh, Lord, kum ba yah. 
 

Verse 2: Someone’s praying, Lord, kum ba yah. (repeat) 
 

Verse 3: Someone’s crying, Lord, kum ba yah. (repeat) 
 

Verse 4: Someone needs you, Lord, kum ba yah. (repeat) 
 

Verse 5: Someone’s singing, Lord, kum ba yah. (repeat) 
 

Verse 6: Let us praise the Lord, kum ba yah. (repeat) 
 

 Proclamation of the Word 
 

Scripture Reading Acts 2:1-21 
 1When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one 

place. 2And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent 

wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, 

as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4All of 

them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as 

the Spirit gave them ability. 

 5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in 

Jerusalem. 6And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because 

each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. 7Amazed and 

astonished, they asked, ‚Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8And 



how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 9Parthians, 

Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus 

and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to 

Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs 

– in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.‛ 
12All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, ‚What does this 

mean?‛ 13But others sneered and said, ‚They are filled with new wine.‛ 

 14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed 

them, ‚Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, 

and listen to what I say. 15Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is 

only nine o’clock in the morning. 16No, this is what was spoken through the 

prophet Joel: 
17‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit 

upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and 

your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. 
18Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour 

out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. 19And I will show portents in the 

heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky 

mist. 20The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before 

the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 21Then everyone who 

calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’‛ 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Music Magnificent, Marvelous, Matchless Love 
 Music today is provided by the music department. Please do not sing. 
 

Magnificent, marvelous, matchless love; too vast and astounding to tell. Forever 

existing in worlds above, now offered and given to all. Oh, fountain of beauty eternal; 

the Father, the Spirit, the Son. Sufficient and endlessly generous, magnificent, 

marvelous, matchless love. 
 

Creation is brimming with thankfulness, the mountains, exultant they stand; the 

seasons rejoice in your faithfulness, all life is sustained by your hand. You crown every 



meadow with color; you paint every shade in the sky; each day the dawn wakes as an 

encore of magnificent, marvelous, matchless love. 
 

Refrain: How great, how sure; His love endures forevermore. Magnificent, marvelous, 

matchless love. 
 

What grace, that you entered our brokenness; you came in the fullness of time. How 

far we had fallen from righteousness, but not from the mercies of Christ. Your cross is 

our door to redemption; your death is our fullness of life. That day, how forgiveness 

flowed as a flood: magnificent, marvelous, matchless love. (Refrain)  
 

United in your resurrection, you lift us to infinite heights. Could anything sever or 

take us from magnificent, marvelous, matchless love? (Refrain) 
 

Sermon  Rev. Gerry Green, District Superintendent 
 

Hymn #94 Doxology 
 Music today is provided by the music department. Please do not sing. 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below: 

Alleluia, alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose 

power uplifts! Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Prayer of Dedication 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 

 Aidan Waner 
 

Congregational Response 

Through baptism you are incorporated by the Holy Spirit into God’s new 

creation and made to share in Christ’s royal priesthood. We are all one in 

Christ Jesus. With joy and thanksgiving we welcome you as a member of 

the family of Christ.  
 

Rite of Confirmation 
 

 Introduction to the Service and Presentation of Candidates   

 Alexandra Bond  Anna Ruhlen 

 Ella Carmen  Aidan Waner 



 Renunciation of Sin and Profession of Faith 

As each confirmand is received into full professing membership of the church, 

he or she will be praying for the Holy Spirit to move in this milestone moment 

in a powerful way. Your silent prayers as each young person comes before God 

will magnify this effort. You may use this prayer or any similar invocation: 

Holy Spirit, fill [name] with your power now. Forgive [his/her] sins, strangely 

warm [his/her] heart. Enable [name] to speak with boldness, that all may know 

of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

 Reception into The United Methodist Church 
 

 Reception into St. Paul’s UMC 
 

 Commendation and Welcome 
 

 Congregational Response 

We give thanks for all that God has already given you and we welcome 

you in Christian love. As members together with you in the body of 

Christ and in this congregation of The United Methodist Church, we 

renew our covenant faithfully to participate in the ministries of the 

church by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our 

witness, that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. 
 

The Apostle’s Creed 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,  

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  

  he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;  

  he ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

  and will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  

  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 



Holy Communion 
 

Leader: We celebrate the Divine Spirit, who hovered over creation 

 and brought order out of formlessness. 

People: We praise you, Spirit. 

L:  We celebrate the Divine Spirit, who filled Jesus with power  

 and wisdom and, through him, made divine life available to all. 

P:  We praise you, Spirit. 

L:  We celebrate the Spirit, who has been poured out on all people,  

 and leads us into the Reign of God. 

P:  We praise you, Spirit. 

L: And so, as we gather at this table, we recognize Spirit’s Presence  

 among us, and we open our hearts to Spirit’s influence. 
 

Silence 
 

L:  God, we come knowing that we depend on you for life and truth and 

 love. We come knowing that you welcome us with open and 

 accepting arms.  

P:  We come ready to meet with you, and be changed by the encounter. 

 Amen. 

L: The Lord Jesus, on the eve of His crucifixion, gathered his friends  

 for a meal. During supper, he took a loaf of bread, and gave thanks for 

 it. Then he broke it and passed it among them with these words: 

P:  This is my body which is broken for you. 

 Take, eat and remember me. 

L:  After the meal, Jesus took a cup of wine and gave thanks for it. 

 Then he passed it among them with these words: 

P:  This is my blood which is shed for you.  

 Take, drink and remember me. 

L:  So now, we eat and we drink, and we remember Jesus  

 and the Divine Love he showed us. 

P:  Amen. 



L:  Spirit, as we share this bread and wine, let it be a sharing 

 in Christ’s body and blood, Christ’s life and presence; 

P:  And may we embody your life, love, and presence  

 in our homes and community.  Amen. 
 

Communion today will be distributed by the pastors. Please receive the wafer and juice 

packet, then take it with you and consume it prayerfully and safely at home following 

the service. 
 

Prayer after Receiving 

L:  Thank you, Divine Spirit, for this meal of remembrance, 

 and for coming to us as we have shared it. 

P:  May the love we find at this table be reflected in our lives; 

 may the power we receive at this table 

 make us peacemakers and healers; 

 and may the Spirit who fills us again at this table 

 lead us to be those who proclaim God's Reign  

 in every word we speak and in everything we do.  Amen. 

 

Music All Who Are Thirsty 
 Music today is provided by the music department. Please do not sing. 

 

All who are thirsty, all who are weak, come to the fountain, dip your heart in the 

stream of life. Let the pain and the sorrow be washed away in the waves of his mercy 

as deep cries out to deep. We sing: Come Lord Jesus come, come Lord Jesus come. 

(repeat) 
 

Benediction and Dismissal 
 

Hymn #2223 They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love 
 Music today is provided by the music department. Please do not sing. 

 

Verse 1: We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord (repeat), and we pray that all 

unity will one day be restored: 
 



Refrain: And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love; yes, they’ll know 

we are Christians by our love. 
 

Verse 2: We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand (repeat), and together 

we’ll spread the news that God is in our land. (Refrain) 
 

Verse 3: We will work with each other, we will work side by side (repeat), and we’ll 

guard human dignity and save human pride. (Refrain) 
 

Verse 4: All praise to the Father, from whom all things come, and all praise to Christ 

Jesus, God’s own holy Son, and all praise to the Spirit who makes us one: (Refrain) 

 

 You are invited to remain in a posture of worship until the conclusion of the final hymn, 

 and then greet your neighbors with signs of fellowship. 
 

  
 

 THE GARRETT FUND 
Worship music today is made possible in part through the Anne and Gene Garrett 

Memorial Music Fund, named in loving memory of generous donors and life-long 

music supporters whose legacy provides St. Paul’s UMC with the ongoing gift of 

music. 
 

  
 

 WORSHIP NEXT WEEK 
 2 Samuel 11:26-12:10, 13-15 

 Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton, preaching 

 Peace with Justice Sunday 

 Asian American & Pacific Islander Heritage Sunday 

 ‚Called In‛ Sermon Series: Called to Repentance 
 

  
 

 SYMPATHY AND JOY 
The full list of those experiencing grief and loss, health challenges, or joyous family 

changes can be found in the Congregational Care list. 
 

 We celebrate with John & Christina Livengood  

 at the birth of their son on May 17. 
 

   



 The 10:30 AM worship service is live-streamed through 

  stpaulsk.org/worship/worship-at-home 
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 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 News and Upcoming Events 
 

Re-Entering Well - Montgomery County announced they will remove official 

restrictions on gatherings and covid-related precautions on May 28, 2021. Our clergy 

and staff also know that moving fully back into the building and shifting our 

operations is not so simple. For the time being we will continue with our current 

protocols. In the coming days, Pastor Pat will submit a plan to our Re-Entering Well 

Team which notes how we want to move forward given the state and county 

directives, as well as what is best for St. Paul’s. Please be patient. It is our sincerest 

hope that we all are able to come together, and we will get there!  
 

Better Humans Book Club - Tuesday, May 25, 7:00 PM. Hans Chen will lead the 

discussion of The Sympathizer by Viet Thanh Nguyen. This 2016 Pulitzer Prize-winner 

about a man torn by the clash between his beliefs and his individual loyalties is a 

gripping spy novel, a love story, and an exploration of extreme politics and the legacy 

of the Vietnam War. All are welcome. The Zoom link will be in the Weekly News, or 

contact the church office. 
 

UMW Book Club - Thursday, June 3, 6:30 PM. The UMW Book Club is open to all 

women! Join us over Zoom to discuss Amy Tan's beloved bestselling novel The Joy 

Luck Club. The interwoven tales of mothers and daughters start with the arrival in the 

1940s of four Chinese women to San Francisco, where they begin to share their joys, 

troubles, and stories over mah-jong. Find the Zoom link in the Weekly News email or 

contact Marge Higgins: higginsmarge@gmail.com. 
 

Memorial Day Holiday - The church offices will be closed and staff will be on holiday 

Monday, May 31 in observance of Memorial Day. 
 

Summer Sunday School - Sundays June 6 - July 25. Children rising-3rd-grade and 

younger will begin in the Sanctuary with their families for the 10:30 AM worship 

service and will be escorted to the Fellowship Hall for Summer Sunday School lessons 

and activities. Registration is required; please go to stpaulsk.org/community/children. 
 

SPY - 4:00-5:30 PM. Senior High meets May 23. (No one meets May 30, it's Memorial 

Day weekend!) St. Paul's Youth should bring a chair or blanket, mask, and water 

bottle and join us in the yard by the Fellowship Hall. If it rains, we'll move inside 



Fellowship Hall. To stay on top of all the SPY news, sign up for SPY emails - go to 

stpaulsk.org/community/youth to join! 
 

Educational Awards - Since 1989, St. Paul’s generous donors have enabled us to 

honor graduating high school seniors with a financial award to support them as they 

move into the next phase of their education or training. Congratulations to all our 

graduates, including these 2021 Educational Award recipients: Emma Cooper, Katie 

Orndorff, Meghan Simpson, Cliff Weaver, Jonah Webb. 
 

Vaccines for Youth & Adults at First UMC - The vaccination site at First United 

Methodist Church (6201 Belcrest Rd., Hyattsville MD 20782) will be vaccinating all 

persons age 12 and over on both appointment and walk-in basis on Tuesday, May 25 

and Tuesday, June 1, 2:00-5:00 PM. Minors must be accompanied by a parent or 

guardian. Appointments are preferred, but walk-ins will be accepted as vaccine 

supply allows. Call 301-927-6133 between 9:00 AM and 3:00PM. Monday through 

Friday to make an appointment.  You will need to provide the name and date of birth 

of the person(s) to be vaccinated. 
 

 Ongoing Activities 
 

Still Wednesday - A time of meditative prayer each Wednesday, 7:00 PM, via Zoom. 

Email kenzier@rcn.com or call Kenzie Raulin at 301-237-1520 for the invitation. 
 

Volunteers - Welcome Ministry, Summer Sunday School, Sunday Office Volunteers, 

and the Worship Livestream Team are all welcoming new and returning volunteers! 

Contact the office for more info: stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org. 
 

Bible Study - Saturdays, 11:00 AM-12:00 noon. Read more and sign up at 

stpaulsk.org/community/adult-education or contact Meg Baker (mbaker@stpaulsk.org). 
 

"Confirmation Refresher" Adult Study - Wednesdays in May, 4:00-5:00 PM, via 

Zoom. Sign up at stpaulsk.org/community/adult-education. 
 

Office Hours - Drop-in at the church office Monday-Thursday, 10:00 AM-1:00 PM or 

phone and speak with our weekday volunteers. To see specific clergy or staff, please 

make an appointment since individual in-office hours may vary. 
 

Prayer Request Form - Visit stpaulsk.org/community/prayer-requests to share joys and 

concerns confidentially with St. Paul's ministers or with the entire Prayer Team.  



Nursery & Childcare - Available for worship on Sundays for children in Grade 3 and 

younger. Pre-registration is required. Contact Dr. Meg Baker (mbaker@stpaulsk.org) 

or go to the Children's page: stpaulsk.org/community/children. 
 

Prayerwaves - Wednesdays, 10:00 AM by phone. Call 425-436-6326 at 9:55. When 

prompted for the ‚access code," type in 774042 followed by #.  
 

Daily Breath - Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays at 9:00 AM, start your day with a 

meditation, prayer, or song from our pastors and staff at facebook.com/stpaulskensington 
 

Cards To Send - Stop by the Welcome Desk to find pre-addressed cards. Please pick 

up one or more to send, and find a copy of the Congregational Care list as well! 
 

Wilderness Trail - Only one youth spot remains for hiking on the Appalachian Trail, 

July 25-30. We also have chaperone spots open! Contact Micah 

(msmartt@stpaulsk.org) or read more at stpaulsk.org/community/youth. 
 

  

 

 Visitor Information 
 

We are so glad you joined us today! You are invited to tear out this section and leave this form 

with the offerings to let us know a little more about yourself and how we can be in touch. You 

may also email the staff or church office (stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org) to say hello! 
 

Name(s):  
 

Email: 
 

Phone: 
 

Home Address: 
 

How did you find us? (circle all that apply) 

Family/friend.     Passing by.     Internet search.     Other: 
 

Are you interested in learning more about St. Paul's? (circle all that apply) 

No, just visiting.     Maybe; I have some questions.     Please tell me about joining St. Paul's. 

  



 



 


