
Pastor's Letter
Dear St. Paul’s family – 

“It was so beautiful.  I’ll never forget it.”

These are the words of Jim Heins, who sat down with me during the prelude one
recent Sunday to tell me about the first time St. Paul’s worshipped in our now 54-
year-old sanctuary space.  Jim was then (as he is now) a member of the choir, and as
they prepared to process in that very first Sunday, he was struck with awe as he
watched our front chancel window light up with the morning sun behind it.  “Each
time I look at that window,” Jim whispered to me over a half-century later, “I see it
like I saw it that first time.  It’s something I’ll never forget.”

Jim is certainly not the only one to appreciate the beauty of our stained glass.  In my
early days of ministry here at St. Paul’s, I often wandered into the sanctuary in quiet
moments.  Then as now, my heart was filled by the presence of the Holy Spirit; each
time I enter, it's as if I can see the generations of saints who have come before
surrounding me.  The warmth and light that echo through the nave continue to
remind me what a joy and privilege it is to be part of this community and these
people.
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This month, we will welcome new members to
our community on April 10 (Palm Sunday) as
well as celebrate those who, like Jim and Jan
Heins, have been part of this family of faith for
fifty years or more on April 24 (Heritage
Sunday).  We’ll also take some time on the 24th
to honor those who have offered their time and
talents in God’s service with a special
recognition in worship and an extended coffee
hour in Fellowship Hall following the 10:30
service.  But between those two services, on
Easter Sunday (April 17), we will be celebrating
the reason we have gathered together at St.
Paul's nearly every Sunday since 1885 – Christ,
resurrected, our judge and our hope.  I hope
we’ll see you there!

Peace,
    --Pastor Kate



Aiding Ukraine Contact Us
SENIOR PASTOR

Rev. Dr. Patricia Allen
pallen@stpaulsk.org

301-933-7933 ext. 101
 

ASSOCIATE PASTOR
Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton

kfulton@stpaulsk.org
301-933-7933 ext. 103

 
MINISTER FOR YOUTH & DESIGN

Mr. Micah Smartt
msmartt@stpaulsk.org

 
MINISTER OF SPIRITUAL CARE &

FORMATION
Dr. Meg Baker

mbaker@stpaulsk.org
301-933-7933 ext. 104

 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC

Mr. N. Thomas Pedersen
tpedersen@stpaulsk.org

 
ORGANIST

Mr. Marvin Mills
mmills@stpaulsk.org

 
DIRECTOR OF

COMMUNICATIONS
Dr. Erin Bone Steele

stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org
301-933-7933 ext. 100

 
TREASURER

Mrs. Michelle Gregonis
mgregonis@stpaulsk.org

301-933-7933 ext 110
 

FACILITIES MANAGER
Ms. Tracey Furman

tfurman@stpaulsk.org
301-933-7933 ext. 106

 
Visit us online at

stpaulsk.org/community/
meet-the-staff

Drop-in Office Hours and Holidays

St. Paul's Weather Policy
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10:00 AM - 3:00 PM  •  Monday-Thursday 
 

The office is open Monday-Thursday. Masks are required for visitors. If you wish to
see someone specific, appointments are strongly recommended, since individuals

may arrange off-site visits, meetings, or work-from-home hours.
 

Church offices are closed Fridays & Saturdays, and federal holidays.  
We will be closed on Monday, April 18 (the day following Easter).

In the event of weekday inclement weather, St. Paul's
follows Montgomery County Public Schools
announcements regarding students' hours. Staff may
choose work-from-home hours on inclement weather
days. Any groups planning to meet at the church will need
to shift to an online format or reschedule. For Sunday
worship during weather events, the pastors will make a
determination about holding in-person Sunday worship by
5:00 PM on the day before.

When we worship together, we require all those attending to 
wear masks covering the mouth and nose, regardless of 
vaccination status. Clergy and worship leaders will modify other 
aspects of worship such as communion or music, with the goal of doing our
best to preserve the health and safety of all. Small groups may have the option
of going un-masked for certain activities; consult your group leader for their
policy. While we surely rejoice to see one another, those who worship and study
online are also valued members of our faith community. Only you can decide
whether attending in-person activities is a wise personal choice based on your
own circumstances, conditions, and comfort level. St. Paul's encourages all
those who are able to be vaccinated and boosted to get the covid-19 shot to
help protect themselves and the most vulnerable among us.

Covid Considerations

To donate to UMCOR - International
Response & Recovery, for aiding those in
Ukraine and the refugees fleeing the war, visit
stpaulsk.org/giving or make checks payable
to St. Paul's with "UMCOR -Ukraine" on the
memo line.

In addition to the work of (UMCOR), direct aid is currently being provided to the
people of Ukraine by St. Andrew Ukranian Orthodox Cathedral, a local church
serving the Washington DC community since 1949.  St. Andrew is accepting
donations of specific items for which there is a need and which they can
distribute through their network. They regularly ask for first aid supplies and
hygiene items, as well as other specific supplies and targeted donations.

Please visit www.standrewuoc.org/ for current news, their Amazon wish list,
drop-off hours, fundraiser and community festival events, and other updates. 



WorshipEpistleTheEpistleThe
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Easter Lilies
Order until April 10
St. Paul’s Sanctuary will have Easter lilies this year! All friends of St. Paul’s are invited
to sponsor a lily, with a dedication in memory or in honor of a loved one. The cost is
$17 per plant. In-person orders will be taken between worship services on Sundays,
April 3 & 10. To pay by credit card, order at stpaulsk.org/worship/lent-and-easter.
 Plants may be taken home following the 10:30 AM worship service on Easter Sunday.

We, the community of St. Paul's United Methodist Church, Kensington, welcome
you in love. Jesus Christ accepts all, excluding none. So we welcome and affirm you

who are gay, straight, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, or queer. We welcome you
without regard to your sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, national

origin, culture, race, ethnicity, ability, education, or age. We welcome you no
matter your immigration, marital, or economic status. Wherever you are on your

spiritual journey, we welcome and affirm you as one of God’s children into our
community of God’s unbounded love. All are celebrated here and all are safe.

Welcoming Statement

We warmly welcome everyone to worship each week. We continue to
monitor the covid rates in our area and are adapting to keep everyone as
safe as possible. 

Sundays this month:
 

April 3
Worship in-person in the Sanctuary

9:00 AM & 10:30 AM
 

April 10 - Palm Sunday
Worship in-person in the Sanctuary

9:00 AM & 10:30 AM
Receiving new members at 10:30 AM

 
April 17 - Easter Sunday 

(see the schedule on the next page!)
 

April 24 - Heritage Sunday
Worship in-person in the Sanctuary

9:00 AM & 10:30 AM
Recognizing those who have been members for 50+ years, 

and recognizing church ministry volunteers.
Guest preacher: Rev. Karin Walker 
(St. Paul's senior pastor 2003-2007)

Special coffee hour following the 10:30 worship service.
 

All 10:30 AM services are livestreamed from the Sanctuary at
stpaulsk.org 

Lectionary Worship Schedule

April  15 - Good Friday
John 19:1-30
Featuring music from Marvin Mills

April 10-  Palm Sunday
Luke 19:28-40
Preaching: Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton

April 3
John 12:1-8
Isaiah 43:16-21
Preaching: Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton

April 14 - Maundy Thursday
John 13:1-17, 31b-35
Preaching: Micah Smartt

April  17 - Easter Sunday
Luke 24:1-12
Preaching: Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton

April  24 - Heritage Sunday
Isaiah 12:2-6
Psalm 103
Preaching: Rev. Karin Walker
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Holy Week Experience: Stations of the Cross
Monday April 11 - Friday April 15, 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM & 5:00-7:00 PM
Octagon at St. Paul's; virtual tour will be available at stpaulsk.org
St. Paul’s Justice & Compassion team will be hosting a self-guided Stations of the Cross
event throughout Holy Week. This in-person experience will be held in the Octagon,
where participants will physically travel from one station to another. Each station will
highlight a particular Scripture passage and provide instructions on how to engage in
and reflect upon that station’s theme. St. Paul’s Church Groups are encouraged to
sponsor one of the ten stations which involves setting up the station by Sunday, April 10,

Maundy Thursday
April 14  - 7:00 PM in the Sanctuary and livestreaming at stpaulsk.org
The somber Maundy Thursday service commemorates the events of the day before
Jesus’s execution, including The Last Supper and the arrest of Jesus. Micah Smartt will
share the message this year and the Sanctuary Choir will share their music. 

Good Friday
April 15  - 7:00 PM in the Sanctuary and livestreaming at stpaulsk.org
Good Friday, also sometimes called Black Friday, commemorates the crucifixion and
death of Christ. The service will feature music of Cesar Franck selected by organist Marvin
Mills will images chosen by Grace Graham to enhance the contemplative experience.

Palm Sunday
April 10
9:00 & 10:30 AM in the Sanctuary
Livestreaming at 10:30 AM at stpaulsk.org
Commemorate the triumphant arrival of Jesus into Jerusalem, and the turn the crowd
takes. The 9:00 AM service will include communion; new members will be welcomed at the
10:30 AM service. If you would like to join the church at this time, contact Pastor Kate at
kfulton@stpaulsk.org. (Masks required for indoor worship.)

Holy Week & Easter

Easter Services 
Sunday, April 17

7:00 AM in Clum-Kennedy Park
The First Service of Easter will be held outdoors in the garden-like setting of Clum-
Kennedy Park (with parking available in the lot between Johnson's flowers and Old
Town Market on Kensington Parkway). As with our outdoor services in the past, please
bring your own chairs and dress for whatever the weather might bring. Masks optional
outdoors.

9:00 AM & 10:30 AM in the Sanctuary; livestreaming at 10:30 AM at stpaulsk.org
Celebrate the joy of Easter in the Sanctuary with a sermon from Pastor Kate and
triumphant music. Masks are required during in-person worship, regardless of
vaccination status, to protect the most vulnerable among us.

replenishing station supplies as needed, and disassembling the station by Saturday, April 16. Groups who choose to
adopt a station will be provided materials from our Stations of the Cross Theme, which is based on social and
environmental justice, as well as suggestions for station assembly - while also allowing the group to incorporate its
own ideas. Volunteers are also needed to help with greeting participants and ensuring safety protocols are observed.
Anyone wishing to adopt a station or serve as a greeter should contact Meg Baker at mbaker@stpaulsk.org or 301-
933-7933 ext. 104.
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Thank You, Thank You

Sympathy
We offer our deepest sympathies to those

who lost loved ones in the last month.

Peggy Wardell
following the death of her mother

Margie Wood

To our St. Paul's UMC family,
     On Sunday 28 November 2021, Elizabeth A Van Billiard closed her earthly life chapter and opened her heavenly one.
The official cause of death is cardiac arrest. Before this winter's COVID shut-down, we were able to hold a family
memorial service and while we wait for restrictions to be lifted we are looking forward to sharing in a celebration at
Asbury Methodist Village. The family transition to life without mom, friend, and grandmother has begun. It is the family's
wish that all of us follow in the words of John Wesley: Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways
you can, in all the places you can, at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can. This is our
challenge. We thank all our St. Paul's friends for your kind words of support and cards.
     Loann Burian     

Mrs. Edie Kirk
3616 Littledale Rd
#109
Kensington MD 20895

Mrs. Grace Lawson
8413 Nunley Drive, Apt. D
Baltimore, MD  21234

Mrs. Helen Lidie
14809 Pennfield Circle
#415
Silver Spring MD 20906

Mr. & Mrs. Harold & Del Moyer
419 Russell Ave
Apt. 114
Gaithersburg MD 20877

Mrs. Pauline Banyasz
3618 Littledale Rd
Apt. 218A
Kensington MD 20895

Mrs. Angela Barr
8207 Meadowbrook Lane
Chevy Chase MD 20815

Mrs. Marianne Blankenship
Winter Growth
18110 Prince Phillip Dr.
Room 7
Olney MD 20832

Mr. Frank Johnson & 
Ms. Bonnie Miller
110 Apache Trail
Winchester VA 22602

The following St. Paul's members are currently unable to
participate in the life of the church in-person, and appreciate your

thoughts and expressions of care.

Send a Card or Note

In addition to the notes you might send to these long-time St. Paul's
friends, our Card Ministry offers the opportunity to pick up a card any

Sunday to spread cheer to people who are experiencing illness, loss, or
joyful life changes. Stop by the Welcome Desk in the Narthex!

Dear loving St. Paul’s friends,
       Since my heart surgery on Valentines Day, your love and care have enveloped,
comforted, and encouraged me. My caregiver asked if she should start putting the
cards inside each other, as the mantle is full. No, I said, I want to see them all! They
will stay there for a long time. 
       Thank you so very much!
            Bill Butz

Halcyon Ruskin and Ian Best invite their St.
Paul's friends and family to attend their

wedding ceremony. The service will take place
in the Sanctuary of St. Paul's

at 3:30 PM on Saturday, May 7, 2022. 

Wedding News
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All crafters welcome at these meetings in person
at the church, with covid precautions in place, or
via Zoom. Bring your knitting, crochet, or other
work. Our Yarn Ministry participants craft prayer
shawls for comfort, baby items, and goods for
sale at the Craft Fair to benefit global charities.
Please contact Karen Codner for Yarn Ministry
news (KDC811@gmail.com). 

Coffee
Hour

April 3, after 10:30 AM worship
courtyard by the Octagon
Come enjoy coffee and good cheer outdoors, sponsored by the Justice & Compassion Team.

April 24 after 10:30 AM worship
Fellowship Hall
On Heritage Sunday, please join us after the 10:30 service in Fellowship Hall for a special coffee hour
hosted by the SPRC to recognize long-term volunteers. 

Drop-ins welcome, but your RSVP helps us plan! Please contact Meg Baker at
mbaker@stpaulsk.org or 301-933-7933 ext 104 if you will attend. 

This month our casual time of food and song will feature an Easter hymn
sing! We will be in Eastertide, having just celebrated the 1st Sunday of Easter
on April 17. Join us as we raise our voices with your favorite hymn requests
and the triumphant sounds of Easter songs.

There is no musical experience needed, and no cost to attend (although
donations for lunch are welcome).

Taste & Sing: Easter Songs
Tuesday, April 19 at 12:00 noon,  Octagon

 Ministry Moment: Renovation Update
Sunday, April 3
9:00 AM & 10:30 AM worship, and livestreaming 10:30 AM at stpaulsk.org/worship/worship-at-home

Join us for worship in person (or livestreaming at 10:30 AM) when our Ministry Moment will feature news from our
Renovation team. While we anticipate there will be lots of temporary changes around while the renovation is underway,
we will try to keep everyone updated as things develop going forward though a Renovation section in the weekly e-mail
newsletter and on our Renovation web page: stpaulsk.org/community/renovation

Renovation Project News

Yarn Ministry
Meeting Schedule for 2022 
(all meetings at 7:00 PM)
April 11 and 25; May 9 and 23; 
June 13 and 27; July 11 and 25; 
Aug 8 and 22; Sept 12 and 26; 
Oct 10 and 24; Nov 14 and 28; 
Dec 12.

The Staff-Parish Relations Committee will be hosting a send-off event for Pastor Kate on
her last day, June 12, after the 10:30 AM worship service . More details to come! If you
have any questions, please contact Rachel D. Stalcup, SPRC Chair, at
rachelstalcup@gmail.com.

Save the Date:
Send-off for
Pastor Kate

Ladies interest in the Lydia Circle should
contact Susan Schwarz
(susan10748@aol.com or 301-339-8242) for
the latest news about meetings. Regular
meetings are usually on the first Wednesday
of the month at 7:00 PM at St. Paul's.

Ladies interested in the Martha Circle should
contact coordinator Ginny Hagberg
(mdcatlover@aol.com, 301-770-7624) for the
latest updates. Martha Circle meetings are
usually on the first Wednesday of each month
at 10:30 AM at St. Paul's, followed by lunch.  

Women's
Circles
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When someone from St. Paul's is facing a challenge, health issue, or joyful life
changing event, and would like to receive a note from their St. Paul's friends, our
card ministry volunteers lovingly address envelopes and prepare cards. Then our
members and friends can pick up a card at the welcome desk. Add a personal note if
you wish, and drop it in the mail! 

You can also find a copy of the congregational care list, where we share information
about members of our church family. 

We also accept donations of un-used cards for any occasion. You can drop them off
at the welcome desk or church office.

Ministry

Share the Names of our Volunteers in Ministry
St. Paul’s SPRC knows our many volunteers are vital to helping us maintain our beloved
community. Please use this form to submit the names of those St. Paul’s servants and
volunteers who have helped make our church special: https://forms.gle/DafEZY91hZeKpiX69
or contact any of the SPRC members (Rachel Stalcup, chair; Jenny Lipford, vice chair; Alison
Clark; Marge Higgins; Mike McCurry; Beth Pierce). 

 *NOTE: Volunteers involved in our Music ministries will be recognized during a separate
event later this year.

Card Ministry

Few things better demonstrate our hospitality than making sure all our members
and friends receive a warm welcome upon arrival at our church, and that new
Sunday morning visitors are greeted and can get their questions answered! 

If you can say hello (and point people to where the restrooms are located!), please
consider participating in St. Paul’s Welcome Ministry. We are in need of volunteers
to staff the welcome table by the Sanctuary doors and guide people as they enter for
worship. Families are welcome to volunteer together! To volunteer, contact Meg
Baker at mbaker@stpaulsk.org or 301-933-7933 ext. 104.

Register now!
Camp runs July 11-17, 2022

For one week in July, musical theatre camp hosts dozens of young performers as they put together a one-act musical on
a biblical theme. All friends of St. Paul’s and the surrounding community are welcome! We are so glad to be back after a
two-year break. 

The camp accepts cast members who are entering 4th grade and older. Camp sessions for 2022 will be held July 11-15,
9AM-3PM plus performances on Sunday, July 17 during worship services - actor times and location details to be
announced. (Please note: Camper attendance is required through Sunday July 17; we regret we cannot accept campers
unless they are able to commit to the Sunday performance.)

You can read more at stpaulsk.org/community/musical-theatre-camp. Please contact camp director Mrs. Robin Mayhew
at robin_mayhew@comcast.net for questions. 

To register, complete the registration form available for download at  stpaulsk.org/community/musical-theatre-camp or
pick up a paper copy in the church office. The cost per camper is $150 and you can pay by check or securely online by
credit card. (Financial aid is available! Contact Micah Smartt at msmartt@stpaulsk.org for a confidential discussion
about camperships.)

Musical Theatre Camp
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Easter Egg Hunt

Children's Sunday School
Children's Sunday School in April
Sundays during 10:30 worship

Children and teachers will begin the Sunday School hour in the Sanctuary
at 10:30 on April 3 and 10. Children in 5th grade and younger will be invited
forward for a children's message, after which they may transition to the
Sunday School classrooms with their teachers or return to sit with their
families.  “Busy Bags” with quiet activities are available at the welcome
desk. Children in K through 2nd grades meet in Room 200, children in 3rd-
5th grades meet in the Parlor, and toddlers gather in the Nursery. 

Preschool and Nursery Care
Sundays during 9:00 & 10:30 worship
Nursery Care for infants and preschoolers is available during both worship services each week. For more information,
please contact Dr. Meg Baker at mbaker@stpaulsk.org or 301-933-7933 ext. 104. 

A-Hunting We Will Go!
Sunday, April 17 
Following the 10:30 AM worship
It’s been a while since we’ve had the chance to gather in person for our annual
Easter Eggstravaganza. We are excited to announce that this year we will hold
this event in an abbreviated form immediately following the 10:30 AM worship
service on Easter Sunday. Children ages 10 and under will be grouped by age
and have an opportunity to participate in an Easter Egg hunt! While there is no
cost for this event, registration is encouraged for planning purposes; please
sign-up in the Narthex or online (https://forms.gle/qNNpJjSWjk52T8r77).

Donations Welcome! 
Donations of pre-filled Easter Eggs (no nuts or

chocolate, please!) would also be most welcome
and may be placed in the labeled bin in the church

office beginning April 1.

Call for Volunteers! 
We are also in need of volunteers – both adults and youth
– to help with hunt logistics, child safety, and peripheral
activities. To volunteer, or for more info, please contact
Meg Baker at mbaker@stpaulsk.org or (301) 933-7933. 

VBS Information
Traditionally, St. Paul's hosts a popular Vacation Bible School program each summer
for campers age 2 through rising-grade-5 from across the Kensington area and
broader St. Paul's community. Unfortunately, due to the long-awaited building
renovations that will be underway throughout the summer months, in-person VBS
will not be held this year. VBS is a joyous (and sometimes messy!) celebration of
faith, hope, and childhood, and we are sad not to be able to offer this opportunity for
the community this year. We are, however, looking forward to VBS 2023 in our
renovated facilities!  (Photo from VBS 2018.)

Sunday School classes will not be held on Easter Sunday, April 17, so that families may join together in worship to
celebrate the resurrection of our Lord. We will host a brief Easter Eggstravaganza following the 10:30 worship service -
see the announcement above! 

Beginning April 24, parents should bring their children directly to the appropriate classroom before worship; classes
begin at 10:30 AM with the exception of the first Sunday of each month, when children begin in the Sanctuary with
their families, then transition to their classrooms with their teachers following the children’s message. 

Teachers Pat & Linda O'Reilly and Betsey Katiti
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Lenten Study: Witness at the Cross
led by Dr. Meg Baker; text by Amy-Jill Levine (optional) is $15
Wednesdays at 4:00 PM
April 6 and 13

Throughout Lent, we have traveled through the story of the crucifixion through
the eyes of the witnesses along the way: the soldiers, women, mothers, convicts,
disciples, and friends present in the Gospels. Each week involves a different
chapter and different point of view into the story of Jesus's death. You may
drop-in or join the class at any time.  For the Zoom link, please contact Meg
Baker (mbaker@stpaulsk.org, 301-933-7933 ext 104).

Short Term Studies

Adult Study: The Lord's Prayer
led by Meg Baker; text by Adam Hamilton
Wednesdays beginning April 27

Beginning April 27, the Wednesday Study group will embark on a new study,
The Lord’s Prayer: The Meaning and Power of the Prayer Jesus Taught, using
the text by pastor and renowned author Adam Hamilton. Most Christians
know the Lord’s Prayer by heart. We pray it often, at different times and in
different settings. We remember it as the prayer that Jesus taught his
disciples. But do we really understand and appreciate the meaning and
power of its words, what we ask of God each time we pray it? Adam Hamilton
guides us to really know — and really pray — the Lord’s Prayer by examining
each of its rich lines, exploring their meaning, and illuminating what we ask
of God and of ourselves through its words. Look for sign-up and Zoom link
information in the bulletin and weekly email newsletter or contact Meg Baker
at mbaker@stpaulsk.org or 301-933-7933 ext 104.

Second Saturday Bible Study
April 9
10:00-11:00 AM

On the second Saturday of each month, we will have a morning Zoom gathering
featuring the videos, studies, and podcasts from The Bible Project
(www.bibleproject.com). All are welcome! The group meets from 10:00-11:00 a.m.
via this Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86967492600. For more
information, please contact Dr. Meg Baker at mbaker@stpaulsk.org, 301-933-7933
ext. 104. 

Second Saturday Bible Study

The Wednesday Bible Study will take a break the week of
Easter, so there will be no session on April 20. 
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Wednesdays at 9:00 AM
Daily Breath sessions are shared once a week on Wednesdays. 

Join clergy, staff, and guests for a variety of ways to start your day in a spiritual mindset through a shared message,
reading, time of music, or personal reflection. Once the live session ends, the video will be available for later
viewing. No Facebook account required!  www.facebook.com/stpaulskensington

Daily Breath Leaders
April 6 - Still Wednesday Leaders
April 13 - Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton
April 20 - Meg Baker
April 27 - Micah Smartt

The Daily Breath - Wednesday Schedule

Prayerwaves

7:00-8:00 PM  
Wednesdays

All are welcome at this contemplative experience. The exact format changes
week to week, but typically Still Wednesday offers a time of prayer in the form
of poetry, scripture, music, or art. There is usually 20 minutes of silent
contemplative prayer, listening, and a chance to reflect privately or share.
Meeting mostly by Zoom during the winter months, and looking forward to
outdoor in-person gatherings as the weather warms up! Zoom log-in
information: Meeting ID: 815 9385 9811  Passcode: Oliver Feel free to text or call
Kenzie at 301-237-1520 for the latest about meetings.

To share joys and concerns or ask for prayers, we offer yellow prayer cards
in the Sanctuary pews. During Lent, you will also find purple prayer request
forms inserted in the worship bulletins. 
You can also submit prayer requests anytime, from anywhere, using the
online form at stpaulsk.org/community/prayer-requests. 
You always have the option of sharing confidentially with our ministers or
with the entire prayer team.

Wednesdays at 10:00 AM

All are welcome at this time of prayer by phone. Each session usually lasts about
half an hour. After greeting one another, we take turns praying for the concerns of
church members, friends, and even those unknown to us. On Wednesday, dial 425-
436-6326 a few minutes before 10:00 AM so we are ready to begin on time. Then
enter access code 774042 followed by the # sign.

Still Wednesday

Prayer Requests
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Hunger Ministry - Feeding our Neighbors
Our volunteers make it possible for us to feed 100+ families each
month who are facing food insecurity! Email hunger@stpaulsk.org
and Dawn Ely will send you the sign-up link with descriptions of
the many different jobs available.  If you are fluent in Spanish,
we'd especially welcome your help serving many of our neighbors
in the language they know best.

Can you donate a bag of groceries? Pick up the appropriate brown
or white shopping bag in the Narthex and use the shopping list to
fill it! Or, donate any item from the list and add it to the donation
bins whenever the building is open. We've had some recent
difficulty sourcing 1-lb bags of rice and shelf-stable cartons of
milk, and we always need cold and hot breakfast cereals.
Remember to check that the use-by date isn't too close, and
please don't give anything in glass. (It breaks!) Vegetables - 3 cans

Fruit (including applesauce)
- 2 cans or jars
Shelf stable milk (32 oz
carton)
Box of cereal or instant
oatmeal

BAG #2 (brown)

Hunger Ministry Grocery List

Financial contributions allow us to buy
bulk food and grocery store cards which
let our families purchase produce, dairy,
meat, and hygiene products; donate at
stpaulsk.org/giving or by check made out
to St. Paul's UMC with "Hunger Ministry"
on the memo line.  

Rice - 1 bag or large box or 2
small boxes
Beans - 1 bag or 2 cans
Pasta - 1 box or bag
Pasta Sauce - 1 large jar or can
Mac & Cheese - 2 boxes
Chicken Breast - 1 or 2 cans
Tuna (or other fish) - 2 cans

BAG #1 (white)

In anticipation of the opening of a new Interfaith Works Women's
Shelter on Crabbs Branch Way in Derwood, members of St. Paul's
UMC and St. Patrick's Catholic Church on Rte. 28 in Silver Spring
joined forces to provide the shelter with new linens and an
assortment of Corell dinnerware for the expected 35 residents. 
 On Friday,  March 11, the troop pictured here delivered 3 vans full
of donated sheets, blankets,  pillows, towels, and the dinnerware
so that staff can ready the facility prior to the ladies moving in. We
look forward to celebrating the opening with staff and residents
in an open house in early April. Watch for the date in the weekly
news or contact Lyn Walker (lwalker60@hotmail.com) if you
would like to be involved. Many thanks to Arceli Suley and her
husband David for their leadership and all the St. Paul’s donors.
We will strive to meet the needs of these women as they seek help
at IFW and hope you will continue to support these initiatives. 

Interfaith Works Women's Shelter

Saturday, April 23
12:00-3:00PM

J&C invites you to join with the Potomac Riverkeeper Network and Friends of
Oxon Run to celebrate Earth Day on Saturday, April 23, 12pm-3pm.
Volunteers of all ages will help remove single-use plastics and trash that has
accumulated along the shoreline of Oxon Cove and Oxon Run. Wear clothes
you don’t mind getting a little wet and muddy and please bring water (in a
reusable water bottle, of course) and snacks. Email Travis Stalcup at
justice@stpaulsk.org for details.

Earth Day Oxon Run River Clean-up
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From the Organ  BenchEpistleThe

Holy Week Music: A Note from Marvin Mills

Pièce Héroïque (1878) – Palm Sunday postlude  
Prière (1859) – Good Friday, partnered with Stations of the Cross images
provided by Grace Graham  
Final (1859) – Easter Sunday postlude  

César Franck - December 10, 1822 – November 8, 1890
  

Pianist, organist, composer, teacher, and improviser César Franck was born in Liege,
modern day Belgium, though his legacy is thoroughly French as he helped to
revitalize his adopted country's chamber music and organ repertoire through a small
but highly regarded corpus of compositions. 

Soaring/poignant melodies,  complex counterpoint, and rich harmonic vocabulary
deftly modulating to remote keys are characteristic, taking the listener on an intense
journey, exemplary of the late Romantic period. Most of his greatest works come
after 1858, coinciding with his third, and last, church position. 

Within a year of taking up the post at Sainte-Clotilde, a  magnificent organ was
installed, built by Aristide Cavaillé-Coll. This instrument proved to be inspirational to  
Franck with its broad foundation tone, piquant flutes, and penetrating reed stops; its
up-to-date registration assists facilitating rapid and smooth crescendos and
diminuendos akin to the Romantic orchestra; and it has responsive mechanically
assisted key action, all innovations of Cavaillé-Coll. Franck made great use of these 
 aesthetic improvements to the instrument through his improvisations at Sainte-
Clotilde and his organ works,  helping to set the course for the French Romantic
School of organ music and playing to the current day.  

The success of the renovation of the St. Paul's organ in 2010-11 will afford an
effective realization of a representative trinity of Franck's organ music during Holy
Week, while marking the bicentennial year of his birth.  

Central to this trio is the Prière, which the great Albert Schweitzer (musician,
theologian, physician,  musicologist, writer, philosopher, missionary, et al) described
thus:  
"The theme in minor, composed of simple chords, exposed on the keyboard of a great organ
without a pedal part, is really a Prayer. This melody rises like an imploration to then sink
humbly with confidence in the Faith. Then arises, in the bass, an interrogative motif
embodying Doubt, against which the theme of the Prayer will have to fight. In this fight,
the soprano and bass voices hold a fervent dialogue. But, regularly, the motif of Doubt
interrupts this fight to peace, until the speech is shattered by painful dissonance. Now, the
theme of Prayer is heard in solo (recitative) and wants to debate with that of Doubt.
Through this interplay of questions and answers, the theme of Prayer finds the strength to
metamorphose into the major mode. The theme of Faith, in octaves and proudly ascending,
then comes to his aid. In a superabundant bliss, the Prayer theme, transformed into a major,
evolves in jubilation (movement of triplets) as if on luminous clouds. The theme of Doubt,
however, tears him away from this bliss and the struggle begins again. The Prayer theme is
then relegated to the minor mode. And it is in minor that he triumphs. Developed from
bass to soprano, it finally annihilates Doubt and dies out in the pianissimo nuance, as if to
teach us that prayer should consist in surrendering oneself entirely to God. With this prayer
in music, the pious Master Franck offers us a part of his soul." 

César Franck at the organ

The organ at Sainte-Clotilde

Organ builder Aristide Cavaillé-Coll
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Read Through The BibleEpistleThe

Ongoing reading!
Q&A Zoom: RSVP by April 27, discussion on April 28 at 6:30 PM

The journey to read through the Bible - together - continues. Below is the reading schedule for the next two months.
If you've exercised exemplary time management, you're probably on pace. And yet, we all can find time getting away
from us now and then, or find our days filled with responsibilities we can't ignore. Luckily, the schedule here also
includes "catch up" days. And if you haven't been reading but are ready to start, you are welcome to jump in at any
time.

As you read, you may find it helpful to engage by jotting down essential thoughts, questions, or ideas. Feel free to
bring these to our monthly Zoom Q&A session. Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton will host the conversation on Thursday,
April 28 at 6:30pm. Email Pastor Kate at kfulton@stpaulsk.org for the Zoom link no later than Wednesday, April 27 to
participate.

Read Through the Bible: A Two-Year Plan

Schedule for April & May 2022
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SPY BriefingEpistleTheEpistleThe

SPY (St. Paul's Youth) is open to all friends of St. Paul's in grades 6-12.

SPY Meetings During April

Confirmands meet in Room 109 on Sundays at 3:00 PM

(before Middle School SPY)!

Confirmation classes will not meet during Spring Break.

This means we will not have class on on April 10, Palm

Sunday or April 17, Easter Sunday.

Please keep the confirmands in your prayers this year as

they learn more about what it means to be faithful

Christians through the United Methodist Church.

Wilderness Trail

Dates for Wilderness Trail 2022 have been set! We will be

hiking July 26 - July 31.

We have a total of 12 spots for youth and up to 2 for Adult

Chaperones. This year, Wilderness Trail welcomes the

return of junior staff to our groups - which means one less

youth for each group - so be sure to sign up early. (6 spots

already filled, only 6 left!) 

More information is now available on our website, along

with our registration form! 

Wilderness Trail is a backpacking ministry set along the

Appalachian Trail in southern Virginia with the aim of

participants getting to better know themselves, each other,

and God as we hike and camp over 4 days on the trail and

activities at "the Property."  Wilderness Trail is designed for

6th - 12th graders of the 2021-2022 School Year.

2022

Confirmation
No Youth Meeting April 17, Easter Sunday

Youth will meet April 3, 10, & 24
Middle School SPY - 4:30 - 6:00
High School SPY - 7:00 - 8:30

Please bring Masks and Water Bottles!

In-Person SPY meetings continue this April! We'll take a

break for Easter Sunday, but will still meet on Palm Sunday

(even though we expect small groups due to Spring Break!)

We're looking at switching some things up after Easter

Sunday! We are still figuring out exactly what things will

look like and how things will run, so keep your eyes peeled

on our SPY Weekly Update Email for any changes in our

meetings!

Each year, St. Paul's provides an Educational Award to

one or more graduating High School Seniors to help

cover expenses for their next stage of life, whatever that

may look like! 

Award amounts vary and are dependent on several

factors, including available Educational Award funds and

student responses to the application, which include

academic and extracurricular achievement, need, and

service to and engagement with the St. Paul's community.

Only those who apply can be considered! Application is

online at stpaulsk.org/community/youth. Just scroll down

to the section titled "Youth Forms"! 

This year, the Educational Awards will distributed on June

12, 2022 at the 10:30 AM Service.

Award funds are made available through both our youth

operating budget and generous donors like you! You can

contribute to this fund by check made out to St. Paul's

UMC with "Ed Award" in the memo line, or by going to

the Giving page and scrolling down to Additional

Contribution Options.

Information will be sent out to youth and parents for

whom we have contact information in the next few weeks.

If you have not heard from us regarding the Educational

Award by May 1, please reach out to Micah so that he

may correct this mistake!

Application Due May 15, 2022
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Family FeatureEpistleTheEpistleThe

Fun kid-friendly trivia, puzzles, and Bible verses prepared by our Director of Christian Education, Dr. Meg Baker, 
Minister of Spiritual Care and Formation.   

Between Palm Sunday and Easter, our church (and many others) 
will celebrate a number of special days. Let's learn more about them!



Worship with St. Paul's
Worship In-Person:
     Sundays, 9:00 & 10:30 AM
     April 3, 10, 17, 24
Worship Online:
     Worship-at-Home Livestreaming every Sunday at 10:30 AM
     stpaulsk.org/worship/worship-at-home   

Epistle Options
Email (color)
Send an email to stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org 
to be added to the email list.

Download (color)
Go to stpaulsk.org/community/epistle-weekly-news

Mail (black & white)
Contact the church office at 301-933-7933 ext 100 or
stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org to be added to the mailing list.

   

April 2022
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