
 



 BAPTISM OF OUR LORD SUNDAY 
ORDER OF WORSHIP JANUARY 9, 2022 
 

Thank you for worshiping with us today. 
 

Welcome to St. Paul’s, a Reconciling congregation of the United Methodist Church. Wherever 
you are on your spiritual journey, we invite and affirm you as one of God’s children into our 
community of God’s unbounded love. All are celebrated here and all are safe.  
 
Due to covid-related concerns, there will be no in-person worship service offered in January. 
Thank you for worshiping with us online at stpaulsk.org/worship/worship-at-home. 
Announcements and more helpful information can be found on the following pages.  
 
  

  
 Gathering for Worship 
 
Prelude I. Chorale & II. Meditation Bruce Neswick 
 from Partita on Winchester New (On Jordan's Banks the Baptist's Cry) 
 
Call to Worship 

Leader:  God is with us always and calls us each by name. 
People:  When we pass through difficulties and stress, 
L:  God is with us and calls us by name. 
P:  When we are discouraged and feel lost and alone, 
L:  God is with us and calls us by name and heals us. 
P:  Blessed be God who knows us and calls us by name. Amen. 

 
Hymn #611 Child of Blessing, Child of Promise 

 

Verse 1: Child of blessing, child of promise, baptized with the Spirit’s sign; 
With this water God has sealed you unto love and grace divine. 
 

Verse 2: Child of love, our love’s expression, love’s creation, love indeed! 
Fresh from God, refresh our spirits, into joy and laughter lead. 
 



Verse 3: Child of joy, our dearest treasure, God’s you are, from God you came. 
Back to God we humbly give you; live as one who bears Christ’s name. 
 

Verse 4: Child of God your loving Parent, learn to know whose child you are. 
Grow to laugh and sing and worship, trust and love God more than all. 

 
Opening Prayer 

God of grace and glory, 
You call us with your voice of flame to be your people, faithful and 
courageous. As your beloved Son embraced his mission in the waters of 
baptism, inspire us with the fire of your Spirit to join in his transforming 
work. We ask this in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and 
reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Pastoral Prayer  Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton 
 
Children’s Moment  Dr. Meg Baker 
 
 Proclamation of the Word 
 

First Scripture Reading  Acts 8:14-17 (NRSV) 
 14Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted 
the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them. 15The two went down and 
prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit 16(for as yet the Spirit 
had not come upon any of them; they had only been baptized in the name of 
the Lord Jesus). 17Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and they 
received the Holy Spirit. 
 
Second Scripture Reading  Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 (NRSV) 
 15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in 
their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John 
answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more 
powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He 



will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his 
hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but 
the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
 21Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been 
baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, 22and the Holy Spirit 
descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from 
heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
 
Remembering Our Baptism 
Leader:  Sisters and brothers in Christ: through the sacrament of baptism 

God's Spirit has been poured out upon water,  water poured over and 
immersing us, water that flows freely for all who will receive it, water 
from the streams of God's saving power and justice, water that brings 
hope to all who thirst for righteousness, water that refreshes life, 
nurtures growth, and offers new birth.  Today we come to the waters, 
to renew our commitments in each other's presence to Christ who has 
raised us,  the Spirit who has birthed us, and the Creator who is 
making all things new. 

 
Renunciation of Sin and Profession of Faith 

Leader: And so I ask you, will you turn away from the powers of sin and 
death; let the Spirit use you as prophets to the powers that be? Will 
you proclaim the good news and live as disciples of Jesus Christ, his 
body on earth; be living witnesses to the gospel, individually and 
together, wherever you are, and in all that you do? Will you receive 
and profess the Christian faith as contained in the Scriptures of the 
Old and New Testaments? 

All:  We will. 
 
Thanksgiving over the Water 

Leader: The Spirit of the Lord is with us. 
All:  Even so, come Lord Jesus! 



Leader: Let us pray. Almighty God, the life you birthed in us by baptism 
into Jesus Christ will never die. Your justice never fails. Your mercy 
is everlasting. 

All: Your healing river flows. Your Spirit blows where you will.  
 We cannot stop you, God! 
Leader: But sometimes we try. We try to block the flow, we redirect the  

winds of the Spirit, or we walk so far away from the life-giving 
Stream that we do not hear its sound, and we forget its power. We 
parch ourselves. 

All: We are dry and thirsty, O God. Come, refresh us! 
Leader: Come upon us, Holy Spirit! 
All:  Come upon us, Holy Spirit! 
Leader: Come upon these waters. 
All:  Come upon these waters. 
Leader: Let these waters be to us drops of your mercy. 
All: Let these waters remind us of your righteousness and justice. 
Leader: Let these waters renew in us the resurrection power of Jesus. 
All:  Let these waters make us long for your coming reign. 
Leader: Most Holy God, Abba, Father! 
All: Glory to you! 
Leader: Jesus Christ, Savior, Lord! 
All: Glory to you! 
Leader: Spirit of fire, Spirit over the waters, Spirit of holiness! 
All:  Glory to you! 
Leader: Eternal God, One in Three and Three in One! 
All: All glory is yours, now and forever. Amen 

 
Music  Wade in the Water 
  Daniel Rich, baritone 
 
Sermon “I Am Your Father” Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton 
 



 Response to the Word 
 
Invitation to the Offertory  Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton 
 
Hymn #95 Doxology OLD 100TH 
 
Prayer of Dedication  Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton 
 
 Thanksgiving and Holy Communion 
 

The Invitation 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 Leader: The Lord be with you. 
 People: And also with you. 
 L: Lift up your hearts. 
 P: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 P: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 The pastor gives thanks, remembering God’s acts of salvation. 
 L: And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven  
  we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 P: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might. Heaven and 

earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is 
he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 The pastor continues the thanksgiving and concludes: 
 L:  And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus  
   Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy  
   and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we  
   proclaim the mystery of faith. 
 P:  Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 The pastor continues and concludes: 
 L:  All honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and for ever. 



 P:  Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 

 
Breaking the Bread 

 
Giving the Bread and Cup  

Please receive the wafer and juice packet, then take it with you and consume it 
prayerfully and safely at home following the service. 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving  

Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you 
have given yourself to us. Grant that we may go into the world in the 
strength of your Spirit, to give ourselves for others, in the name of 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.   

 
 Sending Forth 
 
Hymn #3165 Take Me to the Water 

 

Verse 1: Take me to the water, take me to the water,  
take me to the water to be baptized. 
 

Verse 2: None but the righteous, none but the righteous,  
none but the righteous, shall see God. 
 

Verse 3: I love Jesus, I love Jesus,  
I love Jesus, yes, I do. 
 



Verse 4: He’s my Savior, He’s my Savior,  
He’s my Savior, yes, He is. 

 
Benediction and Dismissal  Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton 
 
Postlude VI. Toccata Bruce Neswick 
 from Partita on Winchester New (On Jordan's Banks the Baptist's Cry) 
 
  
 

 UPCOMING WORSHIP 
 January 16, 2022 
 Online worship only – livestreaming at 10:30 AM. 
 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 
 Ephesians 4:11-16 
 

  
 

 St. Paul’s Sunday 10:30 AM worship services are streamed through  
 stpaulsk.org/worship/worship-at-home 
 

 Sources and Licensing Information 
 

Prelude: I. Chorale & II. Meditation from Partita on Winchester New (On Jordan's Banks the 
Baptist's Cry) by Bruce Neswick. Permission to stream this music obtained from ONE 
LICENSE, License #735990-A. All rights reserved. 
 

Call to Worship: by Nancy C. Townley, Ministry Matters, 
https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/3490/worship-connection-january-10-2016. Used by 
permission. 
 

Child of Blessing, Child of Promise. Words: Ronald S. Cole-Turner (1981). Music: Attr. to C. F. 
Witt (1715); adapt. Henry J. Gauntlett (1961), public domain. Words copyright 1981 by Ronald 
S. Cole-Turner. Permission to stream this music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License 
#735990-A. All rights reserved. 
 

Opening Prayer: from the Revised Common Lectionary, a service of Vanderbilt Divinity 
Library. https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/prayers.php?id=13 
 



Bible readings: New Revised Standard Version Bible (NRSV), copyright 1989, the Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 

Wade in the Water. Trad. African-American Spiritual. Public domain. 
 

Take Me to the Water. Words & Music: Trad. African American Spiritual, text as published in 
Worship & Song UMC Hymnal Supplement. Public domain. 
 

Postlude: Toccatta from Partita on Winchester New (On Jordan's Banks the Baptist's Cry) by Bruce 
Neswick. Permission to stream this music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #735990-A. 
All rights reserved. 
 
  
 
 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 News and Upcoming Events 
 

Announcing the Death of Alvin Vincent, Pastor Pat’s Father – Pastor Pat’s father, 
Alvin Vincent, passed peacefully on January 4, 2022 surrounded by his family. We are 
grateful that Pat was able to share in her father’s final moments. Pastor Pat will be 
taking several days of bereavement leave to care for herself and her family in the 
wake of this loss. Condolence cards are welcome and may be sent in care of the 
church, or to Pastor Pat’s home address as printed in the directory. Please refrain from 
calling or texting Pastor Pat until she is back in the office. The family has requested 
that in lieu of flowers, donations be made to the Alzheimer’s Association in Mr. 
Vincent’s memory. During this time, we request that all church business be directed to 
Pastor Kate or another member of the staff. If you have questions or concerns, you are 
invited to be in contact with Staff-Parish Relations Committee chairperson Rachel 
Stalcup directly (rachelstalcup@gmail.com or by phone at 708-945-0144). 
 

Online Worship Only in January – With ever-rising covid infection rates, the 
difficulty in securing tests, and continually evolving information from the CDC, the 
pastors and staff have decided that we will continue to worship virtually through 
January 30, 2022. That means in-person worship is cancelled this month. For January, 
we will livestream one service each week at 10:30 AM from the Sanctuary. All are 
invited to participate remotely! (https://stpaulsk.org/worship/worship-at-home) We 



expect to resume in-person worship starting Sunday, February 6, 2022. However, all 
plans are subject to change. 
 

Star Words – One of our cherished Epiphany traditions at St. Paul’s is the distribution 
of “Star Words.” On Epiphany Sunday, we celebrate the arrival of the Magi, who 
followed a star to the Christ Child in order to worship him and know him better. We 
hope your star, with one word on it, will be a daily reminder of God’s desire for 
deeper relationship with you, and the ways in which your walk with God can and 
should manifest in the ways we walk with others. Unfortunately, this year we are 
unable to distribute star words in person due to the ongoing pandemic. However, you 
can still receive one! 

• Option 1: Go to wordoftheyear.me. The word generator will generate your star 
word for 2022. 

• Option 2: Contact Erin in the church office at stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org or 
301-933-7933 and we will be happy to randomly select and mail you a silver 
star with your Star Word on it. 

For additional tips from Pastor Kate on how to use your Star Word, please visit 
stpaulsk.org/worship to read more! 
 

Read Through The Bible – Pastor Pat and Pastor Kate are offering the entire 
congregation the opportunity to read through the Bible together over the next two 
years, using a plan developed by Dr. Steven Witmer of Gordon-Conwell Theological 
Seminary. There is a reading schedule for each day that will guide us. You can find it 
at stpaulsk.org/community/adult-education or contact the office for a copy. Each month, 
the pastors will offer an open Q&A session over Zoom where you can discuss the 
readings, ask questions and share your discoveries with other members of the 
congregation.  Our first Q&A session will be Thursday, January 27 at 7:00 PM over 
Zoom. 
 

Office Hours and Inclement Weather Policies – Although in-person worship is 
canceled for January, we plan for the church office to be open as scheduled, Mon-
Thurs, 10:00 AM-3:00 PM. Masks will be required and appointments are strongly 
recommended. In the event of weekday inclement weather, St. Paul’s follows 
Montgomery County Public Schools announcements for students. When county 
schools are running on a 2-hour delay, our offices will open at 12:00 noon. When 
schools are closed, the office and building will also be closed. When the office is 



closed, staff may be temporarily unavailable. They may choose to work from home or 
flex their weekly hours, although power outages or other conditions may affect 
response time. Worship will be available online on Sundays at 10:30 AM. When we 
are able to meet in-person for worship, the pastors will assess the forecast and make a 
determination about holding in-person services by 5:00 PM on the day before. Use 
your best judgment before heading out in any weather event, and choose to be safe. 
 

Renovation Updates – We are continuing the process of contract negotiations and 
finalizing details with the contractors. No, we do not have a start date as of yet. But 
there are some things that we do know. 

• Once we break ground, entrances/exits into the building will be affected. 
• Some staff will have to relocate their office spaces temporarily and may not 

have the ability to see visitors on site or access their usual work materials. 
• Construction will mainly impact the parking lot, administration wing, 

bathrooms, Octagon, and Narthex areas. 
• This will also mean lots of dust so anyone who experiences respiratory 

difficulties should take precautions. 
Please visit our Renovation page at https://stpaulsk.org/community/renovation for 
more details. 
 

Better Humans Book Club – Meeting January 25, 2022 at 7:00 PM by Zoom. Start 
reading now! In January, the Better Humans Book Club will discuss I’m Black. I’m 
Christian. I’m Methodist. All are invited to join the discussion! The book, edited by 
Rudy Rasmus, is a collection of narratives by ten Black women and men as they 
explore life and reveal the shared and distinct struggles of being Black in the Church, 
facing historic and modern racism. One of the contributors, Rev. Dr. Tori Butler of 
Asbury Town Neck UMC, will lead our conversation! The Better Humans Book Club, 
under the umbrella of the Justice & Compassion team, invites readers to connect with 
stories from historically underrepresented perspectives and consider nonfiction that 
challenges us to critically examine and engage with our world. 
 

SPY on Break – St. Paul’s Youth will not be gathering in person while we are in a 
virtual-only worship format due to concerns about covid. Micah will look into 
creating an online game night for later in January but mostly plan for a return to in-
person gatherings in February. Stay safe! Contact Micah Smartt at 
msmartt@stpaulsk.org with questions or visit stpaulsk.org/community/youth.  
 



Flower Chart – To sponsor Sanctuary flowers in 2022, sign up for your chosen date on 
the flower chart on the bulletin board in the main office. Forms for dedications are 
available next to the chart.  
 

Taste & Sing – POSTPONED. Due to concerns with covid, we will hope to relaunch 
Taste & Sing in February. After singing some favorite hymns together in the Octagon, 
staff will share a short program on a composer or lyricist so we can learn more about 
the stories behind the songs. Stay for a tasty lunch; donations welcome. No musical 
experience or registration needed! 
 

Hunger Ministry – Over 100 families rely on our Hunger Ministry each month. Our 
volunteers make this program possible! With covid numbers climbing, some of our 
“regulars” are unable to help out this month - so we need you! To volunteer for food 
sorting or to help at on-site distribution, sign up at 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c48afac29a6fd0-january2 or find the link in 
the Weekly News email. Your monetary donations help us buy bulk groceries and 
supermarket gift cards that help families buy perishables and hygiene supplies. To 
donate, visit stpaulsk.org/giving or send checks to the office made out to St. Paul’s 
UMC with “Hunger Ministry” on the memo line. Thank you! 
 
 

 Announcements: Ongoing Activities 
 

Daily Breath – Tuesdays & Thursdays, 9:00 AM. Live online sessions are designed to 
help keep us calm and connected during covid-19, and provide a time of sharing, 
prayer, or music led by St. Paul’s clergy and staff. Visit facebook.com/stpaulskensington. 
 

Still Wednesday –Wednesdays, 7:00-8:00 PM. All are welcome! The exact format of Still 
Wednesday changes week to week, but typically includes 20 minutes of silent 
contemplative prayer. To Zoom, use Meeting ID: 815 9385 9811, passcode Oliver. 
 

Lydia Circle – All interested ladies should contact Susan Schwarz 
(susan10748@aol.com or 301-339-8242) for the latest news about meetings. 
 

Martha Circle – Martha Circle plans to hold meetings on the first Wednesday of each 
month at 10:30 AM starting in February. Ladies may join us for lunch and fellowship. 
Contact coordinator Ginny Hagberg (mdcatlover@aol.com, 301-770-7624) for updates. 
 



Yarn Ministry – We are now meeting in-person in the Library at St. Paul’s twice a 
month. All crafters welcome! Contact Karen Codner (kdc811@gmail.com). 
 

Prayerwaves – Wednesdays, 10:00 AM by phone. Call 425-436-6326 at 9:55 AM. When 
prompted for the “access code," type in 774042 followed by #.  
 

Stephen Ministry – Trained lay-people provide comfort to those who need a listening 
ear as they navigate life’s challenges. Contact Pastor Kate (kfulton@stpaulsk.org) or 
Virginia Bickford (301-598-5496) to learn more. 
 

Pledges & Thank You Gifts – Each household that pledges for 2022 will receive a St. 
Paul’s folding camp chair as a special “thank you.” Blank pledge forms are available 
in the church office and at stpaulsk.org/giving. 
 



 



  
 

 Visitor Information 
 

Thank you for joining us! You are invited to tear out this section and leave this form with the 
offerings to let us know a little about yourself, or how we might be in touch. You may also email 
the office (stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org) or staff to say hello! 
 
 

Name(s):  
 
 

Email: 
 
 

Phone: 
 
 

Home Address: 
 
 

How did you find us? (circle all that apply) 
 

 Family/friend.       Passing by.       Internet search.     Other: 
 
 

Are you interested in learning more about St. Paul's? (circle all that apply) 
 

No, just visiting.        Maybe; I have questions.       Please tell me about joining St. Paul's. 
 

 



 


