
 



 FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
ORDER OF WORSHIP SEPTEMBER 5, 2021 
 

Thank you for worshiping with us today! 
Welcome to worship at St. Paul’s, a Reconciling congregation of the United Methodist Church. 
Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, we invite and affirm you as one of God’s children 
into our community of God’s unbounded love. All are celebrated here and all are safe. 
Announcements and more helpful information can be found on the pages following the order of 
worship. St. Paul’s Re-Entering Well team has approved the following plan for how we will 
worship starting Sept 5. Plans may be adapted as the public health situation evolves. 
 

• St. Paul’s hopes all persons able to be vaccinated against covid-19 will show 
Christ-like love for themselves and their neighbors by receiving the vaccine. 

• Sign-in using the attendance pads in the pews. Sign-in at the door will be 
discontinued.  

• All those in worship must remain masked, covering mouth and nose at all times. 
• Singing while masked will be allowed. 
• Bibles, Hymnals, and Attendance Pads will be returned to the pews. 
• Offering Plates will continue to be placed at the Sanctuary doors for offerings. We 

will not pass plates among the pews. You may also donate anytime at 
stpaulsk.org/giving. 

• Prayer Request forms are available at the Welcome Desk. You may pick one up, fill 
it in, and leave it in the offering plate. Prayer requests may also be submitted at 
stpaulsk.org/community/prayer-requests. 

• Communion will continue to use all-in-one element packets to be consumed in the 
privacy and safety of your home. 

• Please enter and exit as directed, and take your bulletins and other items with you.  
• We will continue to livestream our 10:30 AM service. 
• Nursery care for children age 2 and younger is available year-round at 9:00 & 10:30 

AM. Sunday School for children age 2 through Grade 5 will begin September 12. 
Register at stpaulsk.org/community/children. 

• Visitors may tear out the info section near the back of the bulletin to let us know 
you're here or to learn more about St. Paul's. 

• An accessible family restroom with changing table is located past the church office 
and down the hall. 

• If you need assistance, please ask our leaders, volunteers, or ushers. 



 Gathering for Worship 
 (* Please stand as you are able.) 
 

Announcements 
 

Prelude (10:30 AM only)  Musette, Delaware Suite David Schelat 
 

*Call to Worship (9:00 & 10:30) 
 Leader:  Gracious God, in the midst of difficult times, we choose to depend on 

things other than You. Through the Holy Spirit, You send us courage, 
 All: Yet our fears continue to hold us. 
 Leader:  Through the Holy Spirit, You send us comfort, 
 All:  Yet our unease still controls us. 
 Leader:  Through the Holy Spirit, You send us truth, 
 All:  Yet our own wisdom still guides us. Grow our trust and  
  dependence upon You. Strengthen us, encourage us, and lead us. 
 

*Hymn #529 (9:00 & 10:30)  How Firm a Foundation 
 all verses 

 

*Opening Prayer (9:00 & 10:30) 
O creator and mighty God, you have promised strength for the weak, rest 
of the laborers, light for the way, grace for the trials, help from above, 
unfailing sympathy, undying love. O creator and mighty God, help us to 
continue in your promise. Amen. 

 

Pastoral Prayer (9:00 & 10:30)  Rev. Dr. Patricia Allen 
 

Children’s Message (10:30 AM only)  Dr. Meg Baker 
 Children will remain with their loved ones in the pews during this time. 
 

Anthem (10:30 AM only) Standin’ in de Need of Prayer arr. Thomas H. Kerr, Jr. 
 Marilyn Moore, soprano 
 
 
 
 



 Proclamation of the Word 
 

Scripture Reading (9:00 & 10:30) Genesis 32:3-21 (CEB) 
 3Jacob sent messengers ahead of him to his brother Esau, toward the land 
of Seir, the open country of Edom. 4He gave them these orders: “Say this to my 
master Esau. This is the message of your servant Jacob: ‘I’ve lived as an 
immigrant with Laban, where I’ve stayed till now. 5I own cattle, donkeys, 
flocks, men servants, and women servants. I’m sending this message to my 
master now to ask that he be kind.’” 
 6The messengers returned to Jacob and said, “We went out to your 
brother Esau, and he’s coming to meet you with four hundred men.” 
 7Jacob was terrified and felt trapped, so he divided the people with him, 
and the flocks, cattle, and camels, into two camps. 8He thought, If Esau meets 
the first camp and attacks it, at least one camp will be left to escape. 
 9Jacob said, “LORD, God of my father Abraham, God of my father Isaac, 
who said to me, ‘Go back to your country and your relatives, and I’ll make sure 
things go well for you,’ 10I don’t deserve how loyal and truthful you’ve been to 
your servant. I went away across the Jordan with just my staff, but now I’ve 
become two camps. 11Save me from my brother Esau! I’m afraid he will come 
and kill me, the mothers, and their children. 12You were the one who told me, ‘I 
will make sure things go well for you, and I will make your descendants like 
the sand of the sea, so many you won’t be able to count them.’” 
 13Jacob spent that night there. From what he had acquired, he set aside a 
gift for his brother Esau: 14two hundred female goats and twenty male goats, 
two hundred ewes and twenty rams, 15thirty nursing camels with their young, 
forty cows and ten bulls, and twenty female donkeys and ten male donkeys. 
16He separated these herds and gave them to his servants. He said to them, “Go 
ahead of me and put some distance between each of the herds.” 17He ordered 
the first group, “When my brother Esau meets you and asks you, ‘Who are you 
with? Where are you going? And whose herds are these in front of you?’ 18say, 
‘They are your servant Jacob’s, a gift sent to my master Esau. And Jacob is 
actually right behind us.’” 19He also ordered the second group, the third group, 



and everybody following the herds, “Say exactly the same thing to Esau when 
you find him. 20Say also, ‘Your servant Jacob is right behind us.’” Jacob thought, 
I may be able to pacify Esau with the gift I’m sending ahead. When I meet him, 
perhaps he will be kind to me. 21So Jacob sent the gift ahead of him, but he 
spent that night in the camp. 
 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 

*Hymn #524 (9:00 & 10:30) Beams of Heaven as I Go 
 Verses 1, 2, 4 
 

Sermon (9:00 & 10:30) Get Back Mr. Micah Smartt 
 

 Response to the Word 
 

Offertory Prelude on Be Thou My Vision Emma Lou Diemer 
There are many ways we can express our gratitude for God’s presence in our lives. Sharing our time, 
talents, and gifts are a part of our giving with joy. Though we will not pass the offering plates among 
the pews, they are available at the door as you leave. Please visit stpaulsk.org/giving for online giving 
options at any time. 
 

*Hymn #94 (9:00 & 10:30) Doxology 
 

*Prayer of Dedication (9:00 & 10:30)  Rev. Dr. Patricia Allen 
 

 Thanksgiving and Holy Communion 
 

The Invitation (9:00 & 10:30) 
 

The Great Thanksgiving (9:00 & 10:30) 
 L: The Lord be with you. 
 P: And also with you. 
 L: Lift up your hearts. 
 P: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 P: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



  (The pastor gives thanks, remembering God’s acts of salvation.) 
 L: And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven  
  we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 P: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and  
  earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is
  he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 (The pastor continues the thanksgiving and concludes) 
 L: And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus  
  Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy  
  and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we  
  proclaim the mystery of faith. 
 P: Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
  (The pastor continues and concludes) 
 L: All honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and for ever. 
 P: Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer (9:00 & 10:30) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 

 

Breaking the Bread (9:00 & 10:30) 
 

Giving the Bread and Cup (9:00 & 10:30) 
Please receive the wafer and juice packet, then take it with you and consume it 
prayerfully and safely at home following the service. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving (9:00 & 10:30) 
Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you 
have given yourself to us. Grant that we may go into the world in the 



strength of your Spirit, to give ourselves for others, in the name of 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.   

 

 Sending Forth 
 

*Hymn #451 (9:00 & 10:30) Be Thou My Vision 
 all verses 

 

*Benediction and Dismissal (9:00 & 10:30) 
 

Postlude (10:30 AM only) Gigue, Delaware Suite David Schelat 
 

 You are invited to remain in a posture of worship until the conclusion of the postlude, 
 and then greet your neighbors with signs of fellowship and move to the exits. 

 
 

  
 

 WORSHIP NEXT WEEK 
 Mark 8:27-38 
 Isaiah 43:15-19 
 Rev. Dr. Pat Allen, preaching 
 
 
  
 
 

 The 10:30 AM worship service is live-streamed through  
 stpaulsk.org/worship/worship-at-home 
 

 Sources and Licensing Information 
 

Musette, from Delaware Suite by David Schelat, composer copyright 2006, revised 2009 
copyright by Birnamwood Publications / MorningStar Music Publishers. Permission to stream 
this music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #735990-A. All rights reserved. 
 

Call to Worship: Adapted from “Prayers of Confession on Fear,” 
https://thepastorsworkshop.com/prayers-of-confession-on-fear/. Used by permission. 
 

How Firm a Foundation. Words: “K” in Rippon’s A Selection of Hymns (1787). Music: Early USA 
melody; harm. from Tabor (1866). Public domain. 
 



Opening Prayer: United Methodist Book of Worship #524, Traditional Prayer from Pakistan. Used 
by permission. 
 

Standin’ in de Need of Prayer, traditional Spiritual, arrangement copyright Thomas H. Kerr, Jr., 
unpublished. All rights reserved. 
 

Bible readings: Common English Bible (CEB). Copyright Common English Bible (Nashville TN) 
and www.CommonEnglishBible.com. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 

Beams of Heaven as I Go. Words & Music: Charles Albert Tindley (1906); music arr. by F. A. 
Clark (1906). Public domain. 
 

Prelude on Be Thou My Vision by Emma Lou Diemer, copyright 1994 by The Sacred Music 
Press, a division of The Lorenz Corporation (Admin. by Music Services). Permission to stream 
this music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #735990-A. All rights reserved. 
 

Doxology: Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow (LASST UNS ERFREUEN). Words: Thomas 
Ken (1674), adapt. Gilbert H. Vieira (1978). Music: Geistliche Kirchengesange (1623), harm. Ralph 
Vaughan Williams (1906). Adapt. copyright 1989, The United Methodist Publishing House. 
Permission to stream this music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #735990-A. All rights 
reserved. 
 

Great Thanksgiving from The United Methodist Hymnal (Nashville TN: The United Methodist 
Publishing House, 1989), p.9-11. Used by permission.  
 

Be Thou My Vision. Words: Ancient Irish, trans. Mary E. Byrne (1905), versed by Eleanor H. 
Hull (1912); alt. copyright 1989 by The United Methodist Publishing House. Music: Trad. Irish 
melody; harm. by Carlton R. Young (1963); copyright 1964 Abingdon Press (Admin. by Music 
Services, Inc.). Streamed by permission under CCLI license #24106074. All rights reserved. 
 

Gigue, from Delaware Suite by David Schelat, composer copyright 2006, revised 2009 copyright 
by Birnamwood Publications / MorningStar Music Publishers. Permission to stream this 
music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #735990-A. All rights reserved. 
 

  
 

  



 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 News and Upcoming Events 
 

Sign-Up Deadline! Make a Difference Study – Sign up by Sept. 5. Need some 
inspiration to connect your passions with God’s call and the world’s needs? “Make a 
Difference” draws upon biblical wisdom and real people’s stories to get started. This 
six-week study led by Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton will meet Tuesdays, 7:00-8:00 PM 
beginning Sept. 7 on Zoom. The cost is $15 per person. Visit 
stpaulsk.org/community/adult-education to register or contact Dr. Meg Baker. 
 

UMCOR Disaster Response – Special donations received today for the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) will go entirely to their "Where Most 
Needed" designation. This allows UMCOR to respond to multiple disasters and crises, 
assisting those recovering from Hurricane Ida, earthquake survivors in Haiti, and 
Afghani families displaced by turmoil in their country. Through local partners on the 
ground and its own trained early responders, UMCOR can move quickly to provide 
aid and can remain in a community for rebuilding work that goes well beyond the 
initial response. Make checks payable to St. Paul’s UMC with “UMCOR” on the memo 
line, or visit stpaulsk.org/giving to donate online by credit card. 
 

Fall Sunday School – Register today! Sunday School for children age 2 through Grade 
5 will begin next Sunday, Sept. 12. This is also Christian Education Sunday. All 
children will begin in worship with their families and teachers will be consecrated, 
third graders will receive their own Bibles, and a blessing for the school year will be 
offered. Children will then travel to their Sunday School classrooms with their 
teachers for the remainder of the 10:30 worship service and parents will pick them up 
from their classrooms. Special covid-related precautions will help keep everyone safe. 
Help us plan by registering your child(ren) by Sept. 5 using the form at 
stpaulsk.org/community/children. Walk-ins and later additions will be accepted as our 
teacher-to-student ratios allow. Questions? Contact Dr. Meg Baker at 
mbaker@stpaulsk.org or 301-933-7933 ext. 104.  
 

September Worship Plans – We will worship in-person, with masks, each Sunday in 
September. Services on September 5, 12, and 19 will be offered in the Sanctuary at both 
9:00 and 10:30 AM. On September 26 we will have a single worship service outdoors at 
10:30 AM in Reinhardt Park (directly across from St. Paul’s front doors), weather 



permitting; this service will also include a blessing of the pets. The 10:30 service will 
continue to be live-streamed each Sunday at stpaulsk.org/worship/worship-at-home. 
 

Lydia Circle – Rescheduled! In-person meeting Wednesday, Sept. 8, 7:00 PM. Due to last 
week’s inclement weather and rain, the Lydia Circle will be meeting on Sept. 8. Any 
women who would like to join are welcome, and should contact Susan Schwarz for 
details (susan10748@aol.com or 301-339-8242) and to stay informed if plans change. 
 

Daily Breath Schedule – New schedule! Tuesdays & Thursdays. Beginning Sept. 7, the 
Daily Breath will be offered on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 9:00 AM. These live 
sessions started in 2020 as a way to help keep us calm and connected during covid-19, 
and continue to provide a time of sharing, prayer, or music led by St. Paul’s clergy 
and staff. Each session is about 10 minutes, and is available live or as a recording after 
the broadcast concludes. Visit facebook.com/stpaulskensington. 
 

Maloney Family Meal Train – Support Pat & Lesley Maloney in welcoming daughter 
Campbell Clare Thomas Maloney with meals for their whole crew. New dates added! 
Find more info and sign up to take them a meal at https://mealtrain.com/yewgyk 
 

Children in Worship – Children are invited to be in worship with their loved ones 
today and experience the rhythm of the worship service. “Busy Bags” with quiet kid-
friendly activities are available at the Welcome Desk and the Octagon room is 
available for wiggly children with their parents who need to step out of the Sanctuary. 
Nursery care for age 2 and under is available at both 9:00 & 10:30 year-round; pre-
registration is requested with walk-ins accommodated as numbers allow; register at 
stpaulsk.org/community/children. 
 

August Out-of-Office Plans – Associate Pastor Kate Mackereth Fulton will be out 
August 20-Sept. 5; while she is gone, Pastor Pat will take care of all pastoral concerns. 
 

Shelter Meal – Sept. 8. Our next date to provide a meal for the Interfaith Works 
Women’s Shelter is coming up. We welcome shoppers, bakers, preppers and cooks, 
plus delivery drivers! To get involved, contact Lyn Walker: lwalker60@hotmail.com. 
 

Adult Study: Inspired by C. S. Lewis – Sept. 8, 4:00 PM. Our Wednesday afternoon 
Study Group resumes over Zoom with a special series inspired by C.S. Lewis’s classic 
book Mere Christianity. Each session will delve into one of the book’s central themes, 
beginning with a 20-minute video from well-known Lewis scholars. The group will 



then engage in discussion questions together in light of the Scriptures. Familiarity 
with Mere Christianity may be helpful but is not required; all are welcome to join the 
conversation. To participate on an ongoing or occasional basis, please visit 
stpaulsk.org/community/adult-education and sign up to receive the Zoom invitation. 
 

SPY Schedule – starting Sept. 12. St. Paul’s Youth will begin weekly meetings with a 
Welcome Back scavenger hunt on Sunday, Sept. 12 during our new regular meetings 
times: Middle School (grades 6-8) will meet 4:30-6:00 PM and High School (grades 9-
12) will meet 7:00-8:30 PM. Our first day back will kick off with a Scavenger Hunt. For 
SPY meetings, enter the Multi-Purpose Room through the door on Fawcett Street at 
the back of the Fellowship Hall. SPY is open to all friends of St. Paul’s! Wear your 
mask and bring your water bottle, and get ready to have fun together! Questions? 
Contact Micah Smartt, Minister of Youth and Design, at msmartt@stpaulsk.org. To get 
SPY email updates, just use the sign-up field at stpaulsk.org/community/youth. 
 

Yarn Ministry – Monday, Sept. 13, 7:00-8:30 PM. After many months on Zoom, we will 
be meeting in-person in the Library at St. Paul’s on Monday, Sept. 13. All crafters 
welcome! The full list of dates for the rest of 2021 can be found at 
stpaulsk.org/community/calendar-events. Contact Karen Codner (kdc811@gmail.com) 
with any questions. 
 

Hunger Ministry – Monday, Sept. 13. In-person distribution night is coming on Sept. 
13! To volunteer, contact coordinator Dawn Ely or Erin Steele in the church office. 
We’ll need help sorting, bagging, taking inventory, greeting families, and making 
deliveries. SSL hours are available! You can also help by donating items on our 
shopping list at stpaulsk.org/service/hunger-ministry. Financial contributions allow us to 
buy bulk food and grocery store cards; donate at stpaulsk.org/giving or by check made 
out to St. Paul's UMC with "Hunger Ministry" on the memo line. 
 

Church Council Meeting – Monday, Sept. 20. 7:00-8:30 PM. The Church Council will 
meet in person in Room 109 this month. Church Council meetings are open to all who 
wish to attend, although only council members have a vote. Questions may be 
directed to Bill Butz, Church Council chair. 
 

Better Humans Book Club – Tuesday, Sept. 21, 7:00 PM. Join us to discuss Fruit of the 
Drunken Tree, the critically-acclaimed 2018 novel by Ingrid Rojas Contreras, centering 
on the intertwined lives of two girls coming of age in the perilous world of Escobar-



era Bogotá, Colombia. The Better Humans Book Club, under the umbrella of the 
Justice & Compassion team, invites readers to connect with stories from historically 
underrepresented perspectives and consider nonfiction that challenges us to critically 
examine and engage with our world. 
 

UMW Reading Group – Oct. 4, 7:00 PM. Start reading now! All women are welcome 
at the UMW reading group discussion. Our first selection for the new programming 
year is Women Rise Up: Sacred Stories of Resistance for Today’s Revolution by Katey Zeh. 
The book examines the stories of biblical women and how their witness can inspire us 
to be more resilient, compassionate, and active in the face of injustice. We will meet 
over Zoom. Contact Cathy Knepper (cathydknepper@gmail.com) for the Zoom link or 
look for it in the Weekly News emails. 
 

UMM Updates – The United Methodist Men will hold an Apple Sale later this season, 
with an online ordering option available. However, the UMM decided they will not 
have a Fall Yard Sale this year. Ideas about restarting our Pancake Breakfasts are 
currently on hold due to the changing covid-19 situation.  
 

Annual Conference Moves Online – The BWC annual conference, Oct. 25-27, has 
moved to a virtual experience. To learn about online proceedings, visit. 
https://www.bwcumc.org/events/2021-annual-conference/ or email AC2021@bwcumc.org. 
 

SPRC Appreciation Fund – In celebration of Pastor Kate’s ordination this coming 
October, the Staff-Parish Relations Committee is welcoming financial contributions to 
the Staff-Parish Appreciation Fund, which will be used to purchase a gift on behalf of 
the congregation. If you are moved to contribute, please send a check made out to “St. 
Paul's UMC” and write “staff appreciation fund” in the memo. Checks can be placed 
in offering plates or mailed to the church office to Michelle Gregonis’s attention. 
Donations may also be made online by credit card using the “Additional Contribution 
Options” feature at stpaulsk.org/giving and entering “staff appreciation fund” in the 
line for the designated fund or cause. 
 

 Announcements: Ongoing Activities 
 

Re-Entry Protocols for Worship – Please review the worship protocols listed in the 
front page of this bulletin. The Re-Entering Well committee at St. Paul's continues to 
follow the news and makes every effort to identify the best practices that will let us 
engage in work and worship as safely as possible. 



 

New Office Hours and Protocols for Work – Office hours Sept. 1 –Dec. 31, 2021 will 
be 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM, Monday- Thursday. Church offices are closed Fridays & 
Saturdays, although staff may work from home. Staff and regularly-scheduled 
volunteers may be unmasked while in their respective offices and work spaces. Masks 
will be worn by all visitors, and by staff and volunteers when other persons are 
present, or when social distancing is not possible. 
 

Saturday Bible Study – Saturdays, 11:00 AM-12:00 noon. Topics vary each week; open 
to all on a regular or drop-in basis via Zoom. Go to stpaulsk.org/community/adult-
education to see each week’s featured subject and to sign up. 
 

Cards and Care – Visit the Welcome Desk to drop off unused cards, or to pick up pre-
addressed pre-stamped cards to send to members and friends. You can also find a 
copy of the full Congregational Care list. 
 

Prayerwaves – Wednesdays, 10:00 AM by phone. Call 425-436-6326 at 9:55 AM. When 
prompted for the “access code," type in 774042 followed by #.  
 

Stephen Ministry – Trained lay-people provide comfort to those who need a listening 
ear as they navigate life’s challenges. Contact Pastor Kate (kfulton@stpaulsk.org) or 
Virginia Bickford (301-598-5496) to learn more. 
 

Planning Meetings & Events – Ministries and groups are invited to submit plans for 
in-person events or activities! Visit stpaulsk.org/connection-during-covid19 to see how to 
prepare and submit a plan or contact the church office with questions.  
 

Renovation Update – We are still awaiting final approval from the Montgomery 
County Dept. of Permitting Services. When we break ground, work will mainly 
impact parking, the Narthex, and office hallways. 
 

Hearing Loop & T-Coil – People with digital hearing aids that have telecoil receivers 
(“t-coil”) may listen to the service directly while in the Sanctuary by turning on the t-
coil. If your hearing aid does not have a t-coil, you may request a headset with 
receiver from the ushers or sound technicians. 
 

   



 Visitor Information 
 
Thank you for joining us today! You are invited to tear out this section and leave this 
form in the offering plate to let us know a little about yourself, or how we might be in 
touch. You may also email the office (stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org) or staff to say hello! 
 
 

Name(s):  
 
 
 
 

Email: 
 
 
 
 

Phone: 
 
 
 
 

Home Address: 
 
 
 
 

How did you find us? (circle all that apply) 
 

 Family/friend.       Passing by.       Internet search.     Other: 
 
 
 

Are you interested in learning more about St. Paul's? (circle all that apply) 
 

  No, just visiting.   
 

  Maybe; I have some questions.   
 

  Please tell me about joining St. Paul's. 



 



 


