
 



 SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
ORDER OF WORSHIP DECEMBER 5, 2021 
 

Thank you for worshiping with us today! 
Welcome to worship at St. Paul’s, a Reconciling congregation of the United Methodist Church. 
Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, we invite and affirm you as one of God’s children 
into our community of God’s unbounded love. All are celebrated here and all are safe. 
Announcements and more helpful information can be found on the pages following the order of 
worship. St. Paul’s Re-Entering Well team has approved the following plan for how we will 
worship today. Plans may be adapted as the public health situation evolves. 
 

• All people in worship will wear masks covering mouth and nose at all times today, 
regardless of vaccination status. Masks are available at the Welcome Desk.  

• All pews are available for seating; social distancing is encouraged.  
• Nursery care is provided at 9:00 & 10:30 AM. This Sunday, children will begin in 

the Sanctuary for worship with their families and those registered for Sunday 
School will be escorted to their classes following the children’s message. Those not 
pre-registered may be accompanied by an adult for walk-in registration. Sunday 
School is available most weeks at 10:30 AM for children in Grade 5 and younger. 
Find more at stpaulsk.org/community/children. 

• Offering plates are located near the doors; we will not pass offering plates among 
the seats today. You may also donate anytime at stpaulsk.org/giving. 

• An accessible family restroom with changing table is located past the church office 
and down the hall. 

• Prayer request cards are available in the pews and may be returned in the offering 
plates, or share requests online at stpaulsk.org/community/prayer-requests. 

• Please enter and exit as directed, and take your bulletins and other items with you.  
• We will continue to livestream our 10:30 AM service each Sunday. 
• People with digital hearing aids that have telecoil receivers (“t-coil”) may listen to 

the service directly while in the Sanctuary by turning on the t-coil. If your hearing 
aid does not have a t-coil, you may request a headset with receiver from the ushers 
or sound technicians. 

• St. Paul’s hopes all persons able to be vaccinated against covid-19 will show 
Christ-like love for themselves and their neighbors by receiving the vaccine. 

 

 



 Gathering for Worship 
 

 (* Please stand as you are able.) 
 

Announcements 
 

Prelude (10:30 AM)    Jerusalem surge (Communion for Advent II) Gerald Near 
 (Arise, O Jerusalem), Baruch 5: 5; 4: 36 
 

*Call to Worship (9:00 & 10:30 AM) Lay Reader 
Leader: A voice cries out in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord!” 
All:   “Make straight in the desert a highway for our God.” 

 

*Hymn #567 (9:00 & 10:30 AM)     Heralds of Christ 
 

Opening Prayer (9:00 & 10:30 AM) Lay Reader 
Holy God, 

When John was born, Zechariah leaned down  
and whispered words of love into his ear.  
We know that you do the same for us, day in and day out,  
yet we fail to hear it. 

 We forget that in the beginning we were made good. 
 We doubt that we could possibly be enough. 

We hustle for our self-worth  
and wear ourselves out aiming for perfection. 

 We deflect words of praise. 
 We hide behind shiny first impressions. 

Forgive us. Trusting our worth is the hardest job. 
Open our ears as you open our hearts, 
so that we might rest on the foundation of goodness  
you have laid for us. 

Gratefully we pray: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 



Assurance of Pardon (9:00 & 10:30 AM)  Rev. Dr. Patricia Allen 
Leader: Family of faith, no matter how old we get, God continues to say to us: 
  “You are loved; you are forgiven.” 

That is the foundation of our lives. That is the truth upon which we 
build our home. So breathe deeply. There is grace and peace here. 

  Join me in proclaiming this good news: 
All:  We are loved. We are forgiven. We are claimed.  
  This is our foundation. Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 

Lighting of the Advent Candles (9:00 & 10:30 AM) Nancy Schallhorn (10:30 AM) 
Reader: As we reflect on the foundation of our faith in our lives, we gather together  

around the candle of peace. The home we long for is a home that knows peace— 
peace that rests between us and our grief, peace around our anxiety, peace 
between us and our self-criticism, peace amidst our relationships, peace at the 
core of our being, peace hovering through and in our world. The home we long 
for is a home that knows peace. So today we light the candle of peace—as a 
reminder and as a prayer. Let it be so. Amen. 

 

Anthem (10:30 AM) Lift Up Your Heads, O Ye Gates William Mathias 
 Sanctuary Choir 

 

Lift up your heads, O ye gates, 
And be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors, 
And the King of glory shall come in. 
Who is this King of glory?  
The Lord strong and mighty, 
The Lord mighty in battle. 
The Lord of Hosts, he is the King of glory. 

 

Ministry Moment – Renovation Update Rev. Dr. Patricia Allen 
 

Children’s Moment  Rev. Dr. Patricia Allen 
 

 Proclamation of the Word 
 

Scripture Reading (9:00 & 10:30 AM) Luke 1:57-79 (NRSV) 



 57Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. 58Her 
neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, 
and they rejoiced with her. 
 59On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going 
to name him Zechariah after his father. 60But his mother said, “No; he is to be 
called John.” 61They said to her, “None of your relatives has this name.” 62Then 
they began motioning to his father to find out what name he wanted to give 
him. 63He asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His name is John.” And all of 
them were amazed. 64Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue freed, 
and he began to speak, praising God. 65Fear came over all their neighbors, and 
all these things were talked about throughout the entire hill country of Judea. 
66All who heard them pondered them and said, “What then will this child 
become?” For, indeed, the hand of the Lord was with him. 
 67Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke this 
prophecy: 
 68“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
 for he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them. 
 69He has raised up a mighty savior for us 
     in the house of his servant David, 
 70as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 
      71that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all  
      who hate us. 
 72Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, 
     and has remembered his holy covenant, 
 73the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, 
     to grant us 74that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, 
 might serve him without fear, 75in holiness and righteousness 
     before him all our days. 
 76And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 
     for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 
 77to give knowledge of salvation to his people 
     by the forgiveness of their sins. 



 78By the tender mercy of our God, 
     the dawn from on high will break upon us, 
 79to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
     to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 
 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 

*Hymn #2214 (9:00 & 10:30 AM)      Lead Me, Guide Me 

 



 

Sermon (9:00 & 10:30 AM) The Sound of Silence Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton 
 

 Response to the Word 
 

Offertory (10:30 AM)    Lift Up Your Heads Robert J. Powell 
 Offering plates are available by the door, or visit stpaulsk.org/giving. 
 

*Hymn #95 (9:00 & 10:30 AM) Doxology OLD 100TH 
 

Prayer of Dedication (9:00 & 10:30 AM)  Rev. Dr. Patricia Allen 
 

 Thanksgiving and Holy Communion 
 

The Invitation (9:00 & 10:30 AM) 
 

The Great Thanksgiving (9:00 & 10:30  AM) 
 Leader: The Lord be with you. 
 People: And also with you. 
 L: Lift up your hearts. 
 P: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 P: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 The pastor gives thanks, remembering God’s acts of salvation. 
 L: And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven  
  we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 P: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might. Heaven and 

earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is 
he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 The pastor continues the thanksgiving and concludes: 
 L:  And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus  
   Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy  
   and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we  
   proclaim the mystery of faith. 
 P:  Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 The pastor continues and concludes: 



 L:  All honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and for ever. 
 P:  Amen. 

 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (9:00 & 10:30 AM) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 

 

Breaking the Bread (9:00 & 10:30 AM) 
 

Giving the Bread and Cup (9:00 & 10:30 AM) 
Please receive the wafer and juice packet, then take it with you and consume it 
prayerfully and safely at home following the service. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving (9:00 & 10:30 AM) 
Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you 
have given yourself to us. Grant that we may go into the world in the 
strength of your Spirit, to give ourselves for others, in the name of 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.   

 

 Sending Forth 
 

*Hymn #206 (9:00 & 10:30 AM)     I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 
 

*Benediction and Dismissal (9:00 & 10:30 AM) 
 
Postlude (10:30 AM)       Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme, BWV 645 J.S. Bach 
 (Awake, the Voice Is Calling Us) 
 

Following the Postlude, you are invited to greet your neighbors and then move to the exits. 
 
  
 



 WORSHIP NEXT WEEK 
 9:00 AM and 10:30 AM in the Sanctuary 
 1 Samuel 2:1-10 
 Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton, preaching 
 

  
 

 JOY 
 We celebrate the birth of 
 Althea Pearl Butz, 
 born November 27, 2021 
 daughter of Matthew Butz & Rachel Zinser, granddaughter of Bill Butz. 
 

  
 

 WORSHIP SCHEDULE: ADVENT, CHRISTMAS EVE, AND CHRISTMASTIDE 
 

November 28 – the First Sunday of Advent. Worship at 9:00 & 10:30 AM. 
December 5 – the Second Sunday of Advent. This is Children's Sunday, when families  

begin in the Sanctuary together for worship at 10:30; children will be escorted to 
their classrooms for Sunday School following the children's message. 

December 12 – the Third Sunday of Advent. We will recognize United Methodist  
 Student Sunday, one of the designated “Special Sundays” in the UMC. 
December 19 – the Fourth Sunday of Advent. This is Music Sunday. Our ensemble  

this year may be smaller than some years pre-covid but the beautiful music from 
our Sanctuary Choir, organ, Joyful Ringers! handbell ensemble, and guest 
instrumentalists will enliven worship at 10:30. 

December 24 – Christmas Eve 
• The 5:00 PM Christmas Eve worship will be a family-friendly service and 

features a "pop-up pageant" for all who wish to participate! 
• The Christmas Eve organ prelude with selections by Marvin Mills will begin at 

9:30 PM. 
• The traditional candlelight evening worship service is offered at 10:00 PM. 

December 26 – first Sunday of Christmastide. There will be only a single service at  
 10:30 AM. All are welcome! 
 

  
 



 The 10:30 AM worship service is live-streamed through  
 stpaulsk.org/worship/worship-at-home 
 

 Sources and Licensing Information 
 

Jerusalem surge (Communion for Advent II); (Arise, O Jerusalem), Baruch 5: 5; 4: 36 by Gerald 
Near. From A Gregorian Liturgical Year, Vol. 1, copyright 2000 Aureole Editions. Permission to 
stream this music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #735990-A. All rights reserved. 
 

Call to Worship: adapted from The United Methodist Book of Worship, #241 (Nashville TN: 
United Methodist Publishing House, 1992).  Used by permission. 
 

Heralds of Christ. Words: Laura S. Copenhaver (1915). Music: George W. Warren (1894). Public 
domain. 
 

Opening Prayer & Assurance of Pardon:  Rev. Sarah Speed, A Sanctified Art. Used by 
permission. 
 

Lift Up Your Heads, O Ye Gates by William Matthias. Copyright 1973 Oxford University Press. 
Permission to stream this music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #735990-A. All rights 
reserved . All rights reserved. 
 

Bible readings: New Revised Standard Version Bible (NRSV), copyright 1989, the Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 

Lead Me, Guide Me. Words & Music: Doris Akers (1953). ). Permission to stream this music 
obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #735990-A. All rights reserved. 
 

Lift Up Your Heads by Robert J. Powell, copyright 2001 Birnamwood Publications 
(MorningStar Music Publishers). ). Permission to stream this music obtained from ONE 
LICENSE, License #735990-A. All rights reserved. 
 

Doxology (Old 100th). Words: Thomas Ken (1674). Music: Attr. to Louis Bourgeois (1551). 
Public domain. 
 

I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light. Words & Music: Kathleen Thomerson (1966). Streamed by 
permission under CCLI license #24106074. All rights reserved. 
 

Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme, BWV 645 (Awake, the Voice Is Calling Us) by J. S. Bach. Public 
domain. 
 

  
 

  
 



 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 News and Upcoming Events 
 

Poinsettia Orders – Now-Dec. 12. The poinsettias that will grace the Sanctuary starting 
Dec. 24 and the wreaths on our doors are given each year in honor and memory of 
loved ones and to the glory of God by members and friends of St. Paul’s. Poinsettias 
this year are $20 each and are available in red or white. We will accept poinsettia 
orders until Sunday, December 12. Visit stpaulsk.org/community/poinsettias to order 
poinsettias online and pay by credit card. Paper poinsettia order forms for payment 
by cash or check will be available in the church office during the week and in the 
Narthex on Sunday, December 12 between worship services. To sponsor wreaths, 
contact Tracey Furman at tfurman@stpaulsk.org or 301-933-7933 ext 106. 
 

Advent of Action: Week 2 – Today begins the second week of Justice & Compassion's 
Advent of Action program. When vulnerable people around the world flee violence or 
disaster, they often have little more than the clothes they wear. Keeping clean and 
groomed is an important step in restoring dignity and maintaining health. St. Paul’s 
J&C team supports efforts by the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) to 
provide hygiene kits to the most vulnerable during times of crisis. To support this 
important program, please designate a financial gift to "J&C hygiene kit ministry" (by 
check or through stpaulsk.org/giving). To donate items, please see the supplies list in 
the Advent of Action booklet and bring them to the Narthex. 
 

Pledges & Thank You Gifts – Your support makes it possible for St. Paul’s to do 
everything we do. Each household that pledges for 2022 will receive a St. Paul’s 
folding camp chair as a special “thank you.” To pick up your chair, take your pledge 
form to Micah Smartt’s office today, 9:50-10:10 AM or after the 10:30 service. You may 
also pick up chairs on Sunday, Dec. 12 or during regular office hours. Blank pledge 
forms are available in the church office. You may also mail the form or pledge online 
at stpaulsk.org/giving and pick up your thank-you gift in the coming weeks. Please see 
stpaulsk.org/giving or the November issue of the Epistle newsletter for more details. 
 

SPY – Change of schedule! Meeting today, Sunday, December 5. The SPY retreat was 
canceled, so we will hold SPY at our usual times in the MPR on December 5: Middle 
School 4:30-6:00, High School 7:00-8:30 PM. Use the Fawcett Street door. December 12 
will be our Christmas Party! Then SPY will take a break with no meetings Dec. 19-



January 2. Contact Micah Smartt at msmartt@stpaulsk.org with questions or visit 
stpaulsk.org/community/youth. 
 

Scattered for Service – December 2-19. Our Alternative Gift program and virtual 
catalog are now available at stpaulsk.org/service/scattered-for-service. The full list of 
organizations and order forms can also be found in the December Epistle. Your 
donations help the organization(s) you designate serve the needs of those facing 
homelessness, hunger, educational and economic challenges, and more. Give someone 
you love this “alternative gift” instead of more “stuff” and help make this a 
meaningful Christmas for all. The traditional Scattered for Service cards and 
envelopes for announcing your designated gifts will be delivered to you in person or 
via the church office. 
 

Coffee Hour – Sunday, Dec. 12. The Justice and Compassion Team invites you to 
coffee, cocoa, and cookies on December 12 following the 10:30 AM worship service. 
J&C will serve ethically-sourced coffee from Black Acres Roastery, a Black-owned 
roaster in the Highlandtown district of Baltimore. We’ll be outdoors in the Mitchell 
Street courtyard (by the office doors) so don't forget your coat, mittens, and good 
cheer! 
 

Virtual Advent Craft Workshop – This year, we are sharing a virtual version of the 
Advent Craft tradition. Follow along as St. Paul’s leaders show viewers of all ages 
how to put together nifty seasonal crafts. Go to stpaulsk.org/worship/advent-christmas for 
all the fun. 
 

Holiday Giving Contributions – This year, instead of hosting our Cookies & Carols 
holiday party and traditional Giving Tree gifts for our Hunger Ministry families and 
county referrals, we will be distributing department store gift cards for families with 
children. If you would like to contribute toward these special Christmas gift cards, 
visit stpaulsk.org/service/holiday-giving. Checks may be made payable to St. Paul’s UMC 
with “holiday giving” in the memo line, and mailed or dropped off in the office. 
 

Lydia Circle – The Lydia Circle will not meet at St. Paul’s during December, but will 
have a holiday dinner at a restaurant. All interested ladies should contact Susan 
Schwarz (susan10748@aol.com or 301-339-8242) for the latest news about meetings. 
 



Advent Devotional Booklets – Copies of Advent: A Calendar of Devotions are available 
in the Narthex and are free for all. These slim booklets contain a scripture selection, a 
devotion, and a short prayer for each day of the Advent season. 
 

Adult Study Groups – Both the Wednesday Study Group and the Saturday 
Reflections Bible Study group have wrapped up our studies for 2021. We will not 
meet for the remainder of the calendar year, but look forward to more adult study 
opportunities in 2022! 
 

Staff Availability – Our Minister of Spiritual Care and Formation, Dr. Meg Baker, is 
on Sabbath Renewal leave and will be returning the first week of January 2022. Other 
staff members will be using vacation time during the holidays; please contact 
individuals directly to confirm availability ahead of time if you wish to see someone 
or access the building. 
 

Martha Circle – January 5, 10:30 AM – 12:00 PM. The Martha Circle plans to hold 
meetings on the first Wednesday of each month in the Octagon. Ladies may join us for 
lunch and fellowship. Anyone interested in keeping up with Martha Circle activities 
should contact coordinator Ginny Hagberg (mdcatlover@aol.com, 301-770-7624) for 
the latest news and updates. 
 
 

 Announcements: Ongoing Activities 
 

Monday Night Study: The Wired Word – Mondays, 7:00-8:30 PM via Zoom. Join 
facilitator Mike McCurry for a weekly discussion connecting news with matters of 
faith and scripture. Sign up at stpaulsk.org/community/adult-education to receive articles 
in advance, or drop in using Zoom Meeting ID 826 2523 1064; passcode 784482. 
 

Still Wednesday –Wednesdays, 7:00-8:00 PM. All are welcome! The exact format of Still 
Wednesday changes week to week, but typically includes a variety of prayer forms 
with 20 minutes of silent contemplative prayer. Call/text Kenzie Raulin for details: 
301-237-1520. To Zoom, use Meeting ID: 815 9385 9811, passcode Oliver. 
 

Yarn Ministry – We are now meeting in-person in the Library at St. Paul’s, 7:00-8:30 
PM on the following dates: Dec 13. All crafters welcome! Contact Karen Codner 
(kdc811@gmail.com) with any questions. 
 



Daily Breath Schedule – Tuesdays & Thursdays, 9:00 AM. Live online sessions are 
designed to help keep us calm and connected during covid-19, and provide a time of 
sharing, prayer, or music led by St. Paul’s clergy and staff. Visit 
facebook.com/stpaulskensington. 
 

Cards and Care – Visit the Welcome Desk to drop off unused cards, or to pick up pre-
addressed pre-stamped cards to send to members and friends. You can also find a 
copy of the full Congregational Care list. 
 

Prayerwaves – Wednesdays, 10:00 AM by phone. Call 425-436-6326 at 9:55 AM. When 
prompted for the “access code," type in 774042 followed by #.  
 

Stephen Ministry – Trained lay-people provide comfort to those who need a listening 
ear as they navigate life’s challenges. Contact Pastor Kate (kfulton@stpaulsk.org) or 
Virginia Bickford (301-598-5496) to learn more. 
 

Renovation Update – We are still awaiting final approval from the Montgomery 
County Dept. of Permitting Services. When we break ground, work will mainly 
impact parking, the Narthex, and office hallways. 
 

Re-Entry Protocols – Please review the worship protocols listed in the front page of 
this bulletin. The Re-Entering Well committee at St. Paul's continues to follow the 
news and makes every effort to identify the best practices that will let us engage in 
work and worship as safely as possible. Visit stpaulsk.org/connection-during-covid19 to 
see how to prepare and submit a plan or contact the church office with questions. 
 

  
  



 

 Visitor Information 
 

Thank you for joining us today! You are invited to tear out this section and leave this 
form with the offerings to let us know a little about yourself, or how we might be in 
touch. You may also email the office (stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org) or staff to say hello! 
 
 

Name(s):  
 
 
 
 

Email: 
 
 
 
 

Phone: 
 
 
 
 

Home Address: 
 
 
 
 

How did you find us? (circle all that apply) 
 

 Family/friend.       Passing by.       Internet search.     Other: 
 
 
 

Are you interested in learning more about St. Paul's? (circle all that apply) 
 

No, just visiting.        Maybe; I have questions.       Please tell me about joining St. Paul's. 



 


