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 EASTER SUNDAY 
9:00 AM & 10:30 AM  April 5, 2026 
 
 ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 
 

Thank you for worshiping with us today. 
 

Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, we welcome you to St. Paul’s, a Reconciling 
congregation of the United Methodist Church. Jesus Christ accepts all, excluding none. So we 
welcome and affirm you who are gay, straight, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, or queer. We 
welcome you without regard to your sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, national 
origin, culture, race, ethnicity, ability, education, or age. We welcome you no matter your 
immigration, marital, or economic status. Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, we 
welcome and affirm you as one of God’s children into our community of God’s unbounded love. 
All are celebrated here and all are safe.  
 

This bulletin will guide our service today. Additional helpful information and announcements 
can be found following the order of worship. 
 

 
 Gathering for Worship 
 (* - please stand in body or spirit) 
 
Prelude Cortege and Litany Marcel Dupré 
 Op. 19, No. 2 

 
*Call to Worship  Lay Reader 

Leader: The stone has been rolled away; death has been defeated. 
All: The tomb is empty, and hope is alive! 
Leader: Christ is risen! 
All: Christ is risen indeed! 
Leader: The light shines in the darkness, 
All: and the darkness did not, 
Leader: will not, 
All: can not overcome it. 
Leader: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
All: Alleluia! ALLELUIA! 
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*Hymn Christ the Lord Is Risen Today 
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Opening Prayer Lay Reader 
 

God of Love, you have changed death into life.  
You have changed our fear into courage.  
You have changed despair into hope.  
Change our hearts, that being raised with Christ,  
 we may live brand new lives,  
 in the mystery and the power of your love. Amen. 

 
Pastoral Prayer Rev. Sheridan Allmond 

 
Anthem Alleluia, Praise the Risen King! Lloyd Larson 
 Sanctuary Choir 

 

Rejoice, be glad, lift your voice and sing! The King of love, the glorious King, 
Has conquered death and He lives again. Let earth and heaven ring! 
 

On Easter morn at the break of day, to the tomb the women made their way. 
“He is not here,” the angel said, “He is risen from the dead!” 
 

Rejoice, be glad, lift your voice and sing! The King of love, the glorious King, 
Has conquered death and He lives again. Let earth and heaven ring! 
 

The day of resurrection! Earth, tell it out abroad; 
The Passover of gladness, the Passover of God. 
From death to life eternal, from earth unto the sky, 
Our Christ has brought us over with hymns of victory! 
 

Rejoice, be glad, lift your voice and sing! Let earth and heaven’s praises ring! 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, praise the risen King! 

 
 

Proclamation of the Word 
 
Acts 10:34-43 (NRSVUE) Lay Reader 
Pew Bible: New Testament p. 129-130 
 
 34Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no 
partiality, 35but in every people anyone who fears him and practices righteousness is 
acceptable to him. 36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching 
peace by Jesus Christ — he is Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, 
beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus 
of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and 
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healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39We are witnesses 
to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging 
him on a tree, 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not 
to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses and who ate and 
drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the 
people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the 
dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives 
forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
 
Matthew 28:1-10 (NRSVUE)  Lay Reader 
Pew Bible: New Testament p. 33-34 
 

 1After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and 
the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2And suddenly there was a great earthquake, for 
an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat 
on it. 3His appearance was like lightning and his clothing white as snow. 4For fear of 
him the guards shook and became like dead men. 5But the angel said to the women, 
“Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6He is 
not here, for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7Then go 
quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going 
ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” 8So they 
left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy and ran to tell his disciples. 9Suddenly 
Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and 
worshiped him. 10Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers 
and sisters to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 
 

 Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Children’s Message (10:30 AM only) Rev. Joey Heath-Mason 

All children are encouraged to come forward for the Children’s Message, then return to their seats in 
the Sanctuary. Please look for information about the Easter Egg Hunt in the announcements! 
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*Hymn Crown Him with Many Crowns 
 

 
 
 
Sermon  Rev. Joey Heath-Mason 
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 Response to the Word 
 
Invitation to Giving Rev. Joey Heath-Mason 
 

As is our tradition, 100% of the Easter Special Offering will be dedicated to serving beyond the walls of 
St. Paul’s. The beneficiaries of the Easter Special Offering for 2026 are chosen by the St. Paul’s 
Leadership Team. This year, the Easter Offering will be divided evenly between The United Methodist 
Committee on Relief (UMCOR), providing emergency aid and long-term rebuilding assistance to 
communities worldwide facing natural disasters or man-made crises, and the Shelter Meals program at 
St. Paul's providing  weekly meals for residents of InterFaith Works shelters in Montgomery County. 
Please donate using the Easter Offering envelope found in your bulletin today. Please 
make checks payable to St. Paul's UMC with "Easter Offering" in the memo line. To 
donate by credit card, scan the QR code or visit stpaulsk.org/worship/lent-and-easter. All 
other offerings, including pledged support or general donations, should be made using an 
envelope other than the Easter Offering envelope, or online at stpaulsk.org/giving.  

 
Offertory Ave Verum W. A. Mozart 
 Sanctuary Choir 
 

Ave, ave, verum corpus, 
Natum de Maria Virgine 
Vere passum immolatum, 
In cruce pro homine 
Cujus latus perforatum, 
Unda fluxit et sanguine: 
Esto nobis praegustatum, 
In mortis examine. 

Hail true Body, 
Born of the Virgin Mary, 
Who has truly suffered, 
Was sacrificed on the cross for mortals, 
Whose side was pierced, 
Whence flowed water and blood; 
Be for us a foretaste [of heaven] 
During our final examining. 

 
*Doxology (United Methodist Hymnal #94)  LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power up-lifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 
*Prayer of Dedication Rev. Sheridan Allmond 
 
 Thanksgiving and Holy Communion 
 

The Invitation, Confession, and Pardon (United Methodist Hymnal p. 12) 
Pastor: Christ our Lord invites to this table all who love him, who earnestly repent 

of their sin, and seek to live in peace with one another. Therefore, let us 
confess our sin before God and our neighbor. 
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People: Merciful God, We confess that we have not loved you with our whole 
heart. We have failed to be an obedient church. We have not done your 
will, we have broken your law,  we have rebelled against your love, we 
have not loved our neighbors, and we have not heard the cry of the 
needy. Forgive us, we pray. Free us for joyful obedience, through Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

 

Moment of Silent Prayer 
 

Pastor: Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that 
proves God’s love toward us. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 

People: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. Glory to God. Amen. 
 

* Passing the Peace  
 

The Great Thanksgiving (United Methodist Hymnal p. 13-14)  
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Pastor: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 

thanks to you, God Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 The pastor offers words for the occasion and concludes:  
 And so, with all your people on earth and all the company of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

People: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are 
full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who 
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Pastor: Holy are you and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. 
 The pastor offers words for the occasion and concludes:  
 By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection you gave birth 

to your church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and made 
with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit.  

 The pastor presents the bread and cup for remembrance and concludes: 
 And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we 

offer ourselves as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s 
offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

 

People: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  
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Pastor: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here and on these gifts of the 
bread and the cup. Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, 
that we may be for the world the body of Christ redeemed by his blood. 
By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in 
ministry to all the world, until Christ comes in final victory and we 
feast at his heavenly banquet. Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the 
Holy Spirit in your holy church, all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 
Father, now and for ever. 

 

People: Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (United Methodist Hymnal, #895) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 
us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
Breaking the Bread and Giving the Bread & Cup   
St. Paul’s communion bread is gluten-free. 
 

Music during Communion     I’m Gonna Eat at the Welcome Table arr, Marvin Mills 
 Sanctuary Choir 
 

I’m gonna sit at the welcome table; I’m gonna sit at the welcome table, Halelu! (repeat) 
You’re gonna sit at the welcome table; you’re gonna sit at the welcome table, Halelu! (repeat) 
We’re gonna sit at the welcome table; we’re gonna sit at the welcome table, Halelu! (repeat) 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given 
yourself to us. Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of your Spirit, 
to give ourselves for others, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
Anthem Worthy Is the Lamb That Was Slain G. F. Handel 
 Sanctuary Choir 

 

Worthy is the Lamb that was slain, and hath redeemed us to God by His blood, 
To receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and glory, and blessing. 
Blessing and honor, glory and pow’r, be unto Him,  
Be unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb, forever and ever.  
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  Sending Forth 
 

*Hymn All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name 
 

 
 
*Benediction and Dismissal  Rev. Joey Heath-Mason 

 
Postlude V. Final  Louis Vierne/Mills 
 from Symphony No. 1 in d, Op. 14 

 

You are invited to remain in a posture of worship until the conclusion of the Postlude.  
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Immediately after the 10:30 AM service, children in Grade 5 and younger are invited to the 
Octagon Room across from the Sanctuary doors. Children will then be called by age group to 

participate in the Easter Egg Hunt.  
 
 

  
 

COMING UP 
The church offices will be closed on Monday, April 6 for Easter Monday. 

Drop-in & Phone hours this week: Tuesday–Thursday, 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM 
Staff & clergy availability may vary! Appointments encouraged. 

 
WORSHIP NEXT WEEK 
Sunday, April 12, 2026 

9:00 AM – Worship with Communion 
10:30 AM – Worship with Sanctuary Choir 

 10:30 AM worship service livestreamed at stpaulsk.org/worship/worship-at-home 
 

 
 

THE GIFT OF MUSIC 
Worship music today and throughout Holy Week has been made possible in part 

through generous gifts from members of this congregation and supporters of St. Paul’s 
Music Ministry, and through the Anne and Gene Garrett Memorial Music Fund, named 

in loving memory of life-long supporters whose legacy provides St. Paul’s UMC with 
the ongoing gift of music. 

 
 

 
EASTER LILY DEDICATIONS 

Lilies gracing our Sanctuary have been sponsored by members and friends of St. 
Paul’s, and dedicated to the honor or memory of loved ones. Please find all the 

dedications in the special Lily Dedications Bulletin. 
 

    
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SOURCES AND LICENSING 
 

Livestreaming on Sundays at 10:30 AM at stpaulsk.org/worship/worship-at-home. 
* = Streamed by permission under CCLI license #24106074. All rights reserved. 

** = Permission to stream this music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #735990-A. 
 
Prelude: Cortege and Litany, Op. 19, No. 2; by Marcel Dupré. Public domain.  
 
Call to Worship & Opening Prayer: by Steve Garnaas-Holmes, “Unfolding Light,” unfoldinglight.net. 
Used by permission. 
 
Christ the Lord Is Risen Today. Words: Charles Wesley (1739). Music: Lyra Davidica (1708). Public domain. 
 
**  Alleluia, Praise the Risen King! by Lloyd Larson, with text by Jean Tisserand and John of Damascus, 
trans. John Mason Neale, incorporating the hymn tune WEBB by George J. Webb. Copyright 2005 by 
Beckenhorst Press. All rights reserved. 
 
Bible readings: New Revised Standard Version Bible Updated Edition (NRSVUE), copyright 2021 National 
Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 
Crown Him with Many Crowns. Words: Matthew Bridges (1851) & Godfrey Thring (1874).  Music: 
George J. Elvey (1868). Public domain. 
 
**  Ave Verum Corpus by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, arr. C. F. Manney, copyright 1933, 1961 by Mills 
Music Inc. / Belwin Mills. 
 
**  Doxology: Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow (LASST UNS ERFREUEN). Words: Thomas Ken 
(1674), adapt. Gilbert H. Vieira (1978). Music: Geistliche Kirchengesange (1623), harm. Ralph Vaughan 
Williams (1906). Adapt. copyright 1989, The United Methodist Publishing House. All rights reserved. 
 
I’m Gonna Eat at the Welcome Table, traditional tune arr, Marvin Mills. Copyright 2011 by Marvin Mills. 
Used and streamed by permission of the composer. All rights reserved. 
 
Worthy Is the Lamb That Was Slain by George Frederick Handel, from the oratorio, Messiah. Public 
domain. 
 
All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name. Words: Edward Perronet (1779), alt. John Rippon (1787). Music: Oliver 
Holden (1792). Public domain.  
 
Postlude:  V. Final from Symphony No. 1 in d, Op. 14 by Louis Vierne, arr. Marvin Mills. Streamed by 
permission of the arranger. All rights reserved. 
 

  
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 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 News and Upcoming Activities 
 

Weekly News – Visit stpaulsk.org/community/epistle-weekly-news or scan the QR code to 
find all the announcements, links, and event details shared in our Weekly News emails. 
You can also view the full-color monthly Epistle newsletter, or pick up a copy in the 
Narthex. For questions about announcements, please contact stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org. 
 

Welcome! – Restrooms including a family restroom with changing table can be found past the 
church office, near the water fountain. Large-print Bibles and Hymnals are available from our 
ushers. T-coil hearing aids work in our Sanctuary. Let us know you’re here! Members, 
friends, and visitors alike are encouraged to use the attendance pads in the pews to share your 
name and note your attendance today. To read more about worship, go to stpaulsk.org/worship.  
 

Today: Sunday School & Nursery – Sunday, April 5. Children will be in worship with their 
families in the Sanctuary; there are no Sunday School classes today. Children’s “Busy Bags” 
with quiet activities are available at the Welcome Desk. Care for kids Pre-K and younger is 
available in the Nursery during the 10:30 service. Families are welcome to take a wiggle break 
in the Octagon room opposite the Sanctuary doors, or the Library near the restrooms.  
 

Today: Easter Eggstravaganza – Sunday, April 5. Children in Grade 5 and younger will enjoy 
an Egg Hunt following 10:30 AM worship. Please gather in the Octagon room. Children will be 
escorted by age group to hunt for eggs in Reinhardt Park across from St. Paul’s front doors..  
 

This Week: Easter Holiday Hours – Please note that the church building and offices will be 
closed on Monday, April 6 for Easter break. Regular drop-in and phone hours resume on 
Tuesday, April 7. Staff and clergy availability varies; appointments encouraged! Please find all 
the staff email addresses at the end of the bulletin. 
 

Next Week: St. Paul’s Youth – St. Paul’s Youth will not meet today, April 5. Enjoy the break! 
Youth programming will resume April 12 at our usual meeting time, Sundays 7:00-8:30 PM for 
fellowship, faith building, and food. SPY is for all friends of St. Paul’s in grades 6-12. Visit 
stpaulsk.org/community/youth or contact Pastor Sheridan (sallmond@stpaulsk.org) for more info. 
 

This Month: Hunger Ministry Distribution Night – Monday, April 13. St. Paul’s signature 
monthly ministry provides grocery resources year-round for about 160 households the 20895 
ZIP code. To learn more about donating or volunteering, email our hunger@stpaulsk.org or 
visit stpaulsk.org/service/hunger-ministry for our list of most-needed pantry staples.  
 

This Month: Bible & Brews – Saturday, April 18, 5:00-6:00 PM. Gather for casual interfaith 
conversations with Pastor Joey, Rabbi Adam, and friends from Temple Emanuel. All our 
meetings are family friendly! We meet local restaurants offering food and drink that you can 
purchase as you like. Contact Pastor Joey at joeyhm@stpaulsk.org for the April location! 
 

This Month: Taste & Sing – Tuesday, April 21, 12:00-1:30 PM. Enjoy this casual afternoon of 
food and song. We begin in the Octagon room with a hymn-sing – feel free to request your 
favorite! Then we have a short program led by Dr. Erin Steele exploring the stories behind 
some of our worship songs. Stay for a tasty lunch prepared by Ginny Hagberg. ($5 donation.)  
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Next Month: Community Pancake Breakfast – Saturday, May 2, 8:00-10:30 AM. Bring your 
friends to the Fellowship Hall and enjoy the monthly community breakfast, sponsored by the 
United Methodist Men. We serve pancakes, scrambled eggs, fresh sage sausage, and other 
breakfast foods. Diners are encouraged to make a generous goodwill donation at the door. 
Read more at stpaulsk.org/community/pancake-breakfast. 
 

Regularly Scheduled & Ongoing Activities – Please contact group leaders for details! 
• Still Wednesday – Wednesdays, 7:00-8:00 PM. When the world is busy and noisy, come for 

calm, community, and stillness each Wednesday. The exact format varies as leaders rotate 
but usually involves poetry, art or music, a time of reflection, and about 20 minutes of 
silent prayer. Contact: Kenzie Raulin (kenzier@rcn.com). 

• Sanctuary Choir - We rehearse each Sunday morning in Room 211 (Choir Room) at 9:30 
AM, then sing for the 10:30 worship service. Adult and youth singers (grade 7 and up) are 
welcome on a weekly basis. Contact: Tom Pedersen at tpedersen@stpaulsk.org. 

• Children’s Choir – Most Sundays, 11:45 AM – 12:30 PM. For everyone in grades K-6! Have 
fun preparing music together to share in worship. For the rehearsal schedule, contact: Ms. 
Christina Griffin (childrenschoir@stpaulsk.org). 

• Yarn Ministry - April 13 & 27, 7:00-8:30 PM. Bring your knitting, crochet, or other craft 
project to the Library at St. Paul’s and craft alongside friends twice a month. Contact: 
Karen Codner (KDC811@gmail.com) 

• Prayerwaves – Wednesdays, 10:00-10:30 AM. To pray together by phone for those on our 
prayer list, dial 425-436-6326 a few minutes before 10:00 AM, then enter access code 
774042 followed by the # sign. To receive the prayer list by email, contact Erin Steele at 
stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org. 

• Lydia Circle Sisters – first Wednesday of the month. Ladies of the Lydia Circle meet about 
once a month, usually on the first Wednesday at 2:00 PM in the Octagon. Schedules may 
change, so contact Susan Schwarz (susan10748@aol.com, 301-339-8242) for updates. 

• Stephen Ministers – Move through difficult seasons of life with a Stephen Minister by 
your side. Contact Martha Lipscomb (301-518-1642) to be connected to a trained Stephen 
Minister for confidential care and a listening ear. 

• Sipping Ministry – Coffee and treats are offered following worship on Sundays whenever 
a group, family, or class volunteers to sponsor this time of fellowship. Please see the sign-
up chart on the office bulletin board for available dates, and take an instruction sheet or 
find a copy at stpaulsk.org/community/calendar-events. 

• Altar Flowers – Sunday flowers that brighten the Sanctuary may be dedicated in memory 
of loved ones, or in honor or celebration. The cost is $45. The flower chart and sign-up 
forms for 2026 can be found on the main bulletin board in the church office. 

• St. Paul’s Leadership – St. Paul’s leaders will be meeting on the fourth Monday of the 
month throughout the year to attend to the mission, ministry, and wellbeing of the church. 
All meetings are open to the public. To confirm meeting times, contact Chairperson Bill 
Stephens (wtstephens@verizon.net). To learn more, go to stpaulsk.org/community/meet-the-
staff and scroll down to the Leadership Team section. 

 

   
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 
 

LEADING AND SERVING 

Senior Pastor: Rev. Sheridan Allmond, sallmond@stpaulsk.org 

Associate Pastor: Rev. Joey Heath-Mason, joeyhm@stpaulsk.org 

Music Director: Mr. N. Thomas Pedersen, tpedersen@stpaulsk.org 

Organist: Mr. Marvin Mills, mmills@stpaulsk.org 

Bookkeeping & Facilities: Ms. Tracey Furman, tfurman@stpaulsk.org 

Communications & Administration: Dr. Erin Bone Steele, stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org 

A/V Team: Mr. & Mrs. John & Biljana Regan; Mr. John Stephens 

Children’s Choir Director: Ms. Christina Griffin 

Lay Leader: Mrs. Anne Dean 

Usher Coordinator: Mr. Nathan Bazawada 

Lay Reader (9:00 AM): Mr. Frank A. Walker, Jr. 

Lay Reader (10:30 AM): Mrs. Cathy Knepper 
 

 
 

FEATURED MUSICIANS 

Trumpets: Craig Basarich, Shaun Branam  

Horn: Peter Morris  

Trombone: Max Crofton  

Tuba: James Layfield 

Tympani: Tim McKay 

 
  
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