
 



 TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
ORDER OF WORSHIP OCTOBER 31, 2021 
 

Thank you for worshiping with us today! 
Welcome to worship at St. Paul’s, a Reconciling congregation of the United Methodist Church. 
Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, we invite and affirm you as one of God’s children 
into our community of God’s unbounded love. All are celebrated here and all are safe. 
Announcements and more helpful information can be found on the pages following the order of 
worship. St. Paul’s Re-Entering Well team has approved the following plan for how we will 
worship today. Plans may be adapted as the public health situation evolves. 
 

• All people in worship will wear masks covering mouth and nose at all times today, 
regardless of vaccination status. If you need a mask, one is available at the 
Welcome Desk.  

• All pews are available for seating. Please be considerate of those who prefer to 
maintain distancing. 

• Nursery care is offered at 9:00 & 10:30. Sunday School will not be offered today so 
children may participate in worship with their families. Find more information 
and the pre-registration button at stpaulsk.org/community/children. 

• Offering plates are located near the doors; we will not pass offering plates among 
the seats today. You may also donate anytime at stpaulsk.org/giving. 

• An accessible family restroom with changing table is located past the church office 
and down the hall. 

• Prayer request cards are available in the pews. Please place completed prayer 
request cards in the offering plates. Prayer requests may also be submitted any 
time at stpaulsk.org/community/prayer-requests. 

• Please enter and exit as directed, and take your bulletins and other items with you.  
• We will continue to livestream our 10:30 AM service each Sunday. 
• If you need assistance, please ask our leaders, volunteers, or ushers. 
• People with digital hearing aids that have telecoil receivers (“t-coil”) may listen to 

the service directly while in the Sanctuary by turning on the t-coil. If your hearing 
aid does not have a t-coil, you may request a headset with receiver from the ushers 
or sound technicians. 

• St. Paul’s hopes all persons able to be vaccinated against covid-19 will show 
Christ-like love for themselves and their neighbors by receiving the vaccine. 
 



 Gathering for Worship 
 (* Please stand as you are able.) 
 

Announcements 
 

Prelude (10:30 AM) Prelude on Ein feste Burg Jan Bender 
 

*Call to Worship (9:00 & 10:30 AM) Lay Reader 
Leader: God is our refuge and strength,  
  always ready to help in times of trouble. 
All:   So we will not fear, even if earthquakes come,  
  and the mountains crumble into the sea. 
Leader:  Let the oceans roar and foam.  
  Let the mountains tremble as the waters surge! 
All:  The Lord Almighty is here among us;  
  the God of Israel is our fortress. 

 

*Hymn #110 (9:00 & 10:30 AM)    A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 
 

Opening Prayer  (9:00 & 10:30 AM) Lay Reader 
The world can be a scary a place – and we are afraid. Afraid of what we do 
not know. Afraid of things that go bump in the night. Afraid of the 
darkness that lingers as the seasons change. Afraid to be hurt by tricks or 
hooked by treats. Lord, let your light shine into every darkness. Deliver us 
from evil. Give us hope. Grant us courage. Let your light shine like a 
candle in a jack-o-lantern – illuminating us from the inside out. 

 

Pastoral Prayer (9:00 & 10:30 AM)   
 

The Lord’s Prayer (10:30 AM only) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 



Anthem (10:30 AM)     Let Your Faith Be Stronger Than Your Fear Tom Trenney 
 Mollie Bennet Weikert, soprano 
 Sanctuary Choir 

 

In the deserts of your life I’ll not desert you. I will make a way beside a 
flowing stream.  Through the valley, do not fear, for I am with you; my rod 
and staff to comfort and redeem.  
 

In the darkness of your life I will not leave you. In the shadow, I’m your 
light, your lamp, your sun. I will be the star that shines above to guide you, 
a light unto your path to lead you on. 
 

Refrain: Do not be afraid, I go before you. Do not be afraid, I am by your 
side. Be still and know that I am with you. Let your faith be stronger than 
your fear.  
 

When you’re weary, when you’re faint, I will be with you. I will raise you 
up to soar on eagle’s wings. I will be the joy that seeks you through your 
sorrow. Unending hope my resurrection brings. 
 

When the storms of life assail, I will uphold you. I will strengthen you, I’ll 
be the help you need. Though the waters rage and foam, fear not, I’m with 
you. I am the way, the truth, the life indeed. (Refrain, repeat.) 

 

Ministry Moment (10:30 AM)  Rachel Stalcup, SPRC Chair 
 

 Proclamation of the Word 
 

Scripture Reading from the Apocrypha (9:00 & 10:30 AM) Daniel 14: 1-30 (NRSV) 
 1When King Astyages was laid to rest with his ancestors, Cyrus the Persian 
succeeded to his kingdom. 2Daniel was a companion of the king, and was the 
most honoured of all his friends. 
 3Now the Babylonians had an idol called Bel, and every day they provided 
for it twelve bushels of choice flour and forty sheep and six measures of wine. 
4The king revered it and went every day to worship it. But Daniel worshipped 
his own God. 



 So the king said to him, “Why do you not worship Bel?” 5He answered, 
“Because I do not revere idols made with hands, but the living God, who 
created heaven and earth and has dominion over all living creatures.” 
 6The king said to him, “Do you not think that Bel is a living god? Do you 
not see how much he eats and drinks every day?” 7And Daniel laughed, and 
said, “Do not be deceived, O king, for this thing is only clay inside and bronze 
outside, and it never ate or drank anything.” 
 8Then the king was angry and called the priests of Bel and said to them, “If 
you do not tell me who is eating these provisions, you shall die. 9But if you 
prove that Bel is eating them, Daniel shall die, because he has spoken 
blasphemy against Bel.” Daniel said to the king, “Let it be done as you have 
said.” 
 10Now there were seventy priests of Bel, besides their wives and children. 
So the king went with Daniel into the temple of Bel. 11The priests of Bel said, 
“See, we are now going outside; you yourself, O king, set out the food and 
prepare the wine, and shut the door and seal it with your signet. 12When you 
return in the morning, if you do not find that Bel has eaten it all, we will die; 
otherwise Daniel will, who is telling lies about us.” 13They were unconcerned, 
for beneath the table they had made a hidden entrance, through which they 
used to go in regularly and consume the provisions. 14After they had gone out, 
the king set out the food for Bel. Then Daniel ordered his servants to bring 
ashes, and they scattered them throughout the whole temple in the presence of 
the king alone. Then they went out, shut the door and sealed it with the king’s 
signet, and departed. 15During the night the priests came as usual, with their 
wives and children, and they ate and drank everything. 
 16Early in the morning the king rose and came, and Daniel with him. 17The 
king said, “Are the seals unbroken, Daniel?” He answered, “They are 
unbroken, O king.” 18As soon as the doors were opened, the king looked at the 
table, and shouted in a loud voice, “You are great, O Bel, and in you there is no 
deceit at all!” 



 19But Daniel laughed and restrained the king from going in. “Look at the 
floor,” he said, “and notice whose footprints these are.” 20The king said, “I see 
the footprints of men and women and children.” 
 21Then the king was enraged, and he arrested the priests and their wives 
and children. They showed him the secret doors through which they used to 
enter to consume what was on the table. 22Therefore the king put them to death, 
and gave Bel over to Daniel, who destroyed it and its temple. 
 23Now in that place there was a great dragon, which the Babylonians 
revered. 24The king said to Daniel, “You cannot deny that this is a living god; so 
worship him.” 25Daniel said, “I worship the Lord my God, for he is the living 
God. 26But give me permission, O king, and I will kill the dragon without 
sword or club.” The king said, “I give you permission.” 
 27Then Daniel took pitch, fat, and hair, and boiled them together and made 
cakes, which he fed to the dragon. The dragon ate them, and burst open. Then 
Daniel said, “See what you have been worshipping!” 
 28When the Babylonians heard about it, they were very indignant and 
conspired against the king, saying, “The king has become a Jew; he has 
destroyed Bel, and killed the dragon, and slaughtered the priests.” 29Going to 
the king, they said, “Hand Daniel over to us, or else we will kill you and your 
household.” 30The king saw that they were pressing him hard, and under 
compulsion he handed Daniel over to them. 

 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 

*Hymn #368 (9:00 & 10:30 AM)      My Hope Is Built 
 

Sermon (9:00 & 10:30 AM) What Are You Eating? Micah Smartt 
 

 Response to the Word 
 

Offertory (9:00 & 10:30 AM)   Prelude on My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less    Wilbur Held 
 



There are many ways we can express our gratitude for God’s presence in our lives. Sharing our 
time, talents, and gifts are a part of our giving with joy. Though we will not pass the offering 
plates among the pews, they are available by the door, or visit stpaulsk.org/giving. 
 

*Hymn #94 (9:00 & 10:30 AM) Doxology LASST UNS ERFREUEN 
 

Prayer of Dedication (9:00 & 10:30 AM)   
 

 Thanksgiving and Holy Communion 
 

The Invitation (9:00 AM) 

The Great Thanksgiving (9:00 AM) 
 Leader: The Lord be with you. 
 People: And also with you. 
 L: Lift up your hearts. 
 P: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 P: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 The pastor gives thanks, remembering God’s acts of salvation. 
 L: And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven  
  we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 P: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might. 
  Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
  Hosanna in the highest.  
  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
  Hosanna in the highest. 
 The pastor continues the thanksgiving and concludes: 
 L:  And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus  
   Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy  
   and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we  
   proclaim the mystery of faith. 
 P:  Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 The pastor continues and concludes: 
 L:  All honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and for ever. 
 P:  Amen. 



The Lord’s Prayer (9:00 AM) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Breaking the Bread (9:00 AM) 
 

Giving the Bread and Cup (9:00 AM) 
Please receive the wafer and juice packet, then take it with you and consume it 
prayerfully and safely at home following the service. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving (9:00 AM) 
Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you 
have given yourself to us. Grant that we may go into the world in the 
strength of your Spirit, to give ourselves for others, in the name of 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.   

 

 Sending Forth 
 

*Hymn #133 (9:00 & 10:30)     Leaning on the Everlasting Arms 
 

*Benediction and Dismissal (9:00 & 10:30 AM) Micah Smartt 
 

Postlude (10:30 AM) X. Tu es petra et portæ inferni Henri Mulet 
 non prævalebunt adversus te 
 (You are the rock and the gates of hell shall not prevail against you.) 
 from Byzantine Sketches 
 

Following the Postlude, you are invited to greet your neighbors with signs of fellowship and 
then move to the exits. 
 

  



 

 WORSHIP NEXT WEEK 
 9:00 AM and 10:30 AM in the Sanctuary 
 John 11:32-44 
 Revelation 21:1-6a 
 Rev. Dr. Patricia Allen, preaching 
 

  
 

 SYMPATHY 
 We express our deepest sympathies for  
 Steve Warner, on the death of his mother, Sarah Warner. 
 

  
 

 The 10:30 AM worship service is live-streamed through  
 stpaulsk.org/worship/worship-at-home 
 

 Sources and Licensing Information 
 

Prelude on Ein feste Burg by Jan Bender. Copyright 1963 Concordia Publishing House, 2000 
Augsburg Fortress. Permission to stream this music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License 
#735990-A. All rights reserved. 
 

Call to Worship: Christine Longhurst, “Responsive Call to Worship: Reformation Day,” 
copyright 2013. https://re-worship.blogspot.com/2013/10/responsive-call-to-worship-psalm-46-1-
3.html   Used by permission. 
 

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God. Words: Martin Luther (1529), trans. Frederick H. Hedge (1853). 
Music: Martin Luther (1529). Public domain. 
 

Let Your Faith Be Stronger Than Your Fear. Words & Music: Tom Trenney. Copyright 2018 by 
Beckenhorst Press. Streamed by permission under CCLI license #24106074. All rights 
reserved. 
 

Bible readings: New Revised Standard Version Bible (NRSV), copyright 1989, the Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 

My Hope Is Built. Words: Edward Mote (1834). Music: William B. Bradbury (1863). Public 
domain. 

 



Prelude on My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less by Wilbur Held. Copyright 1999 MorningStar 
Music Publishers. Permission to stream this music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License 
#735990-A. All rights reserved. 
 

Doxology: Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow (LASST UNS ERFREUEN). Words: Thomas 
Ken (1674), adapt. Gilbert H. Vieira (1978). Music: Geistliche Kirchengesange (1623), harm. Ralph 
Vaughan Williams (1906). Adapt. copyright 1989, The United Methodist Publishing House. 
Permission to stream this music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #735990-A. All rights 
reserved. 
 

Leaning on the Everlasting Arms. Words: Elisha A. Hoffman (1887). Music: Anthony J. 
Showalter (1887). Public domain. 
 

Tu es petra et portæ inferni non prævalebunt adversus te by Henri Mulet. Copyright 1920, 
Alphonse Leduc & Cie. Public domain. 
 
   



 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 News and Upcoming Events 
 

Worship on Halloween— Sunday, October 31. Try something scary and new this 
Halloween! We invite children and daring adults to come in costume for the 10:30 
worship service. Sunday School will not be held so children can participate with their 
families in worship. 
 

SPY Pumpkin-Palooza – This Sunday: All Youth, 1:00-3:00 PM. St. Paul’s Youth is open 
to all friends of St. Paul’s! Today we have a combined Pumpkin-Palooza event for 
grades 6-12 with jack-o-lantern carving and other Halloween-themed fun. There will 
be no youth meetings on Sunday, November 7 while the senior high SPYs are on 
retreat. Want more info? Contact Micah Smartt at msmartt@stpaulsk.org or visit 
stpaulsk.org/community/youth. 
 

All Saints Sunday – Sunday November 7. We invite all those in our faith community 
who have lost family members since November 1, 2020, to share their information to 
be included in a special Memorial Booklet for All Saints Sunday, the day when we 
gather as the children of God to remember and celebrate the lives of those who have 
departed this earthly existence. Please email Erin Steele in the office at 
stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org or phone 301-933-7933 ext 100 and provide the deceased 
person’s name, your name, and their relationship to you. All contributions must be 
received by Wednesday, November 3 in order to be included. 
 

Craft Fair – We are gladly receiving donations of crafts for sale made by St. Paul's 
members and friends. The annual Yarn Ministry Craft Fair will be held this year on 
November 14 & 21 in the Octagon room. Look for a sneak-preview display on 
November 7! All proceeds from the Craft Fair are donated to charity. Questions? 
Please contact Mary Revenis (mrevenis@cnmc.org). 
 

White House Christmas Ornaments – We are now taking orders for the official 2021 
White House Historical Association Christmas Ornament. Proceeds this year go to 
support the St. Paul’s Improvement Fund. The cost is $26 each. This year’s ornament 
commemorates the Johnson administration with an original 1967 painting of their 
Blue Room Christmas Tree and a quote from Johnson’s address to Congress urging 
support of voting rights. Order online at stpaulsk.org/community/christmas-ornaments 



now through Thursday, Nov. 4. To pay by cash or check, or for other questions, 
contact Tracey Furman at tfurman@stpaulsk.org or 301-933-7933 ext 106. 
 

No Apple Sale – Due to logistical challenges, the United Methodist Men’s group 
regrets to announce that they have canceled the fall apple sale. 
 
 

 Announcements: Ongoing Activities 
 

Hunger Ministry – The next distribution night will be November 8. You can help St. 
Paul’s efforts to feed our food-insecure neighbors by donating items on our shopping 
list at stpaulsk.org/service/hunger-ministry. Financial contributions allow us to buy bulk 
food and grocery store cards; donate at stpaulsk.org/giving or by check made out to St. 
Paul's UMC with "Hunger Ministry" on the memo line. Volunteers are welcome! 
Email Dawn Ely at hunger@stpaulsk.org to get involved. 
 

Monday Night Study: The Wired Word – Mondays, 7:00-8:30 PM via Zoom. Join 
facilitator Mike McCurry for a weekly discussion connecting current news with 
matters of faith and scripture. Sign up at stpaulsk.org/community/adult-education to 
receive articles in advance, or drop in using Zoom Meeting ID 826 2523 1064; passcode 
784482. 
 

Still Wednesday –Wednesdays, 7:00-8:00 PM. All are welcome! The exact format of Still 
Wednesday changes week to week, but typically includes a variety of prayer forms 
with 20 minutes of silent contemplative prayer. Still Wednesday sometimes meets in-
person outside in the memorial garden; call/text Kenzie Raulin for details: 301-237-
1520. To Zoom, use Meeting ID: 815 9385 9811, passcode Oliver. 
 

Lydia Circle – The Lydia Circle plans to meet on the first Wednesday of the month at 
7:00 PM in the Octagon at St. Paul’s. All interested ladies should contact Susan 
Schwarz (susan10748@aol.com or 301-339-8242) for the latest news about meetings. 
 

Yarn Ministry – We are now meeting in-person in the Library at St. Paul’s, 7:00-8:30 
PM on the following dates: Oct 25, Nov 8 & 22, Dec 13 & 27. All crafters welcome! 
Contact Karen Codner (kdc811@gmail.com) with any questions. 
 

Adult Study: Discussing Mere Christianity – Wednesdays, 4:00 PM. Our Wednesday 
Study Group continues with a special series inspired by C.S. Lewis’s classic book Mere 
Christianity. To participate, sign up at stpaulsk.org/community/adult-education. 
 



Saturday Bible Study – Saturdays, 11:00 AM-12:00 noon. Topics vary each week; open 
to all on a regular or drop-in basis via Zoom. Go to stpaulsk.org/community/adult-
education to see each week’s featured subject and to sign up. 
 

Daily Breath Schedule – Tuesdays & Thursdays, 9:00 AM. Live online sessions are 
designed to help keep us calm and connected during covid-19, and provide a time of 
sharing, prayer, or music led by St. Paul’s clergy and staff. Visit 
facebook.com/stpaulskensington. 
 

Cards and Care – Visit the Welcome Desk to drop off unused cards, or to pick up pre-
addressed pre-stamped cards to send to members and friends. You can also find a 
copy of the full Congregational Care list. 
 

Prayerwaves – Wednesdays, 10:00 AM by phone. Call 425-436-6326 at 9:55 AM. When 
prompted for the “access code," type in 774042 followed by #.  
 

Stephen Ministry – Trained lay-people provide comfort to those who need a listening 
ear as they navigate life’s challenges. Contact Pastor Kate (kfulton@stpaulsk.org) or 
Virginia Bickford (301-598-5496) to learn more. 
 

Renovation Update – We are still awaiting final approval from the Montgomery 
County Dept. of Permitting Services. When we break ground, work will mainly 
impact parking, the Narthex, and office hallways. 
 

Re-Entry Protocols – Please review the worship protocols listed in the front page of 
this bulletin. The Re-Entering Well committee at St. Paul's continues to follow the 
news and makes every effort to identify the best practices that will let us engage in 
work and worship as safely as possible. Visit stpaulsk.org/connection-during-covid19 to 
see how to prepare and submit a plan or contact the church office with questions. 
 
 

   



 Visitor Information 
 
Thank you for joining us today! You are invited to tear out this section and leave this 
form with the offerings to let us know a little about yourself, or how we might be in 
touch. You may also email the office (stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org) or staff to say hello! 
 
 

Name(s):  
 
 
 
 

Email: 
 
 
 
 

Phone: 
 
 
 
 

Home Address: 
 
 
 
 

How did you find us? (circle all that apply) 
 

 Family/friend.       Passing by.       Internet search.     Other: 
 
 
 

Are you interested in learning more about St. Paul's? (circle all that apply) 
 

  No, just visiting.   
 

  Maybe; I have some questions.   
 

  Please tell me about joining St. Paul's. 



 



 


