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ASH WEDNESDAY

ORDER OF WORSHIP

MARCH 2, 2022

Thank you for worshiping with us tonight.

Welcome to St. Paul’s, a Reconciling congregation of the United Methodist Church. Wherever you
are on your spiritual journey, we invite and affirm you as one of God’s children into our
community of God’s unbounded love. All are celebrated here and all are safe. As we gather in-
person, we will err on the side of caution and expect all those present today to wear masks, covering
the mouth and nose, regardless of vaccination status. Other announcements and more helpful
information can be found on the following pages.

Gathering for Worship
(* - please stand in body or spirit)
Announcements
Prelude 11. Prelude on Sweet Hour of Prayer

from Gospel Preludes, Book 4

*Call to Worship (9:00 & 10:30 AM)

One:

All:

One:

All:

One:

All:

One:

All:

“Even now, declares the Lord,
return to me with all your heart.”
Roll up your sleeves.

Let down your guard.

Come in from the storm.

Make yourself at home.

Pull up to the table.

Release the tension in your jaw.
Take a deep breath.

Return to God with all your heart.
May it be so.

William Bolcom

Lay Reader



*Hymn #2138

Sunday’s Palms Are Wednesday’s Ashes
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Naming of Names
During this moment of worship, simply call out the names of persons whom you wish
our prayers to support. You are also invited to submit a written prayer request by
coming forward to place it in our wooden prayer bowl. Please feel welcome to kneel at
the chancel rail at any time during these focused moments of intercessory prayer.

Pastoral Prayer Rev. Dr. Patricia Allen

Proclamation of the Word
Scripture Reading Lay Reader

Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 (NRSV)

”Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by them;
for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven.

2“So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the
hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by
others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 3But when you give alms,
do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, *so that your alms
may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

5 And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to
stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be
seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. °But whenever
you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in
secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

16 And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they
disfigure their faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they
have received their reward. 7But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash
your face, 18so that your fasting may be seen not by others but by your Father who
is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

19“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust
consume and where thieves break in and steal; 2%but store up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do
not break in and steal. !For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”



Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 (NRSV)
Blow the trumpet in Zion;
sound the alarm on my holy mountain!
Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble,
for the day of the Lord is coming, it is near—
2a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness!
Like blackness spread upon the mountains
a great and powerful army comes;
their like has never been from of old,
nor will be again after them in ages to come.
12Yet even now, says the Lord, return to me with all your heart,
with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning;
13 rend your hearts and not your clothing.
Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love,
and relents from punishing.
4Who knows whether he will not turn and relent,
and leave a blessing behind him,
a grain offering and a drink offering for the Lord, your God?
15Blow the trumpet in Zion; sanctify a fast;
call a solemn assembly;
16 gather the people.
Sanctify the congregation; assemble the aged;
gather the children, even infants at the breast.
Let the bridegroom leave his room, and the bride her canopy.
7Between the vestibule and the altar
let the priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep.
Let them say, “Spare your people, O Lord,
and do not make your heritage a mockery, a byword among the nations.
Why should it be said among the peoples,
“Where is their God?"”

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



*Hymn #2138 Come and Find the Quiet Center
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Sermon With All That You Are Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton




Response to the Word

Anthem (10:30 AM only) Create in Me a Clean Heart Harold W. Gilbert
Sanctuary Choir

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation, and uphold me with thy free Spirit.

Invitation to Lenten Discipline Rev. Dr. Patricia Allen

Prayer of Confession & Assurance of Pardon Rev. Dr. Patricia Allen
All: Holy God, we confess: we don’t return to you fully.
We share with you the pieces of our lives that are convenient.
We put on different hats in different rooms.
We forget that we are called, invited, and loved with all that we are—
including our mess, our beauty, our faith, and our doubt.
Forgive us, and give us hearts that long to return.
Pastor: Friends, God sees you. God hears you. God loves you.
You are forgiven and claimed with all that you are.
Rest in that good news.
All: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.
Thanks be to God, amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Thanksgiving over the Ashes Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton

Imposition of Ashes

During this time, you are invited forward to receive ashes and spend time in prayer
before God.



o If you would like a pastor to impose ashes on you, please utilize the rail to the
right side of the altar.

e Ifyou wish to impose ashes on yourself, please utilize the rail to the left. An
individual container of oil and ash will be provided to you. Use your thumb or
forefinger to draw a cross on your forehead or hand as you remember that you
are made of dust, and to dust you will return. When you are ready to return to
your seat, please dispose of your ash container in the receptacle provided.

Sending Forth
*Hymn #357 Just as I Am, Without One Plea Verses1,2,3,5
Benediction and Dismissal Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton
Postlude Antiphon V: How Fair and How Pleasant Art Thou Marcel Dupré
R
UPCOMING WORSHIP

March 6, 2022: Worship at 9:00 AM & 10:30 AM in the Sanctuary
Livestreaming at 10:30 AM at stpaulsk.org

R

St. Paul’s Sunday 10:30 AM worship services are streamed through
stpaulsk.org/worship/worship-at-home

Sources and Licensing Information

Prelude: 11. Prelude on Sweet Hour of Prayer by William Bolcom, from Gospel Preludes, Book 4,
copyright 1994 by Edward B. Marks Music Company and Bolcom Music. All rights reserved.

Sunday’s Palms are Wednesday’s Ashes. Words: Rae E. Whitney. Music: Attr. to B.F. White;
harm. by Ronald A. Nelson. Text copyright 1991 by Selah Publishing Co. Inc.; harmony
copyright 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship / Augsburg Fortress Publishing. Permission to
stream this music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #735990-A. All rights reserved.

Anthem: Create in Me a Clean Heart adapt. by Harold W. Gilbert from the melody by J. A.
Freylinghausen. All rights reserved.



Bible readings: New Revised Standard Version Bible (NRSV), copyright 1989, the Division of
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Come and Find the Quiet Center. Words by Shirley Erena Murray, copyright 1992 by Hope
Publishing Co. Music: Attr. to B.F. White; harm. by Ronald A. Nelson; harmony copyright
1978 Lutheran Book of Worship / Augsburg Fortress Publishing. Streamed by permission
under CCLI license #24106074. All rights reserved.

Just as I Am, Without One Plea. Words: Charlotte Elliott (1835). Music: William B. Bradbury
(1849). Public domain.

Postlude: Antiphon V: How Fair and How Pleasant Art Thou by Marcel Dupré, from Fifteen Pieces,
Op. 18, copyright 1920 Marcel Dupré. Public domain. All rights reserved.

R
ANNOUNCEMENTS
News and Upcoming Events

Lenten Devotionals and Resources — Lent is a time of repentance, self-examination, and
reflection in preparation for the coming of Easter. Pick up one of these in the Narthex:
o Full to the Brim, a weekly devotional using lectionary Bible readings, poetry, art,
and journal prompts.
e The Sanctuary for Lent 2022, a guide with brief readings for each day from Ash
Wednesday through Easter.
e What is Lent?, a children’s coloring and activity book geared towards ages 6-9.

Lenten Studies: Witness at the Cross — Tuesdays at 6:00 PM (begins March 8) OR
Wednesdays at 4:00 PM (begins March 9). We will travel through the story of the crucifixion
through the eyes of the witnesses along the way, including the soldiers, women, mothers,
convicts, disciples, and friends present in the Gospels. To sign up, email Meg at
mbaker@stpaulsk.org.

Lenten Studies: Queers the Word — Wednesdays, March 9-April 20 at 6:30 PM by Zoom. St.
Paul's UMC is teaming up with three other UMC congregations for reading and
discussion using “Queers The Word: A 40-Day Devotional For LGBTQ+ Christians.”
Anyone who identifies under the LGBTQ+ umbrella is welcome to participate. To sign up
or ask questions, contact Pastor Kate (kfulton@stpaulsk.org, 301-933-7933 x103).



Announcements: Ongoing Activities

SPYs Meeting — Youth are meeting in-person each Sunday in March! Middle School 4:30-
6:00 PM; High School 7:00-8:30 PM. Bring a mask and a water bottle. Questions? Contact
Micah Smartt (msmartt@stpaulsk.org) or visit stpaulsk.org/community/youth.

Daily Breath — Wednesdays, 9:00 AM. Schedule change! These live online sessions will now
be held once a week, reminding us to keep us calm and connected through a time of
sharing, prayer, or music with St. Paul’s leaders. Visit facebook.com/stpaulskensington.

Hunger Ministry — Over 100 families rely on our Hunger Ministry each month. Our
volunteers make this possible! To volunteer, email hunger@stpaulsk.org. Can you donate
a bag of groceries? Use the shopping list to fill a St. Paul’s bag, or place individual items
in the bins. To make a financial donation, visit stpaulsk.org/giving or make checks payable
to St. Paul’s UMC with “Hunger Ministry” on the memo.

9:00 Lay Readers — Would you like to assist with worship at 9:00 AM by serving as a lay
reader? Go to stpaulsk.org/community/calendar-events and click the button to be taken to the
sign-up sheet. Sign up by simply typing in your name and email address.

Second Saturday Bible Study — Saturday, March 12, 10:00-11:00 AM, Zoom. These
gatherings featuring the videos, studies, and podcasts from The Bible Project. All are
welcome! No prep required. (Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86967492600).

Better Humans Book Club: Rising — The next selection is Rising by Elizabeth Rush, about
American vulnerability to rising seas. Discussion March 22, 7:00 PM by Zoom. The book
club reads great fiction from historically underrepresented voices and nonfiction that
challenges us to work for a better world. To join the discussion, email Travis Stalcup at
justice@stpaulsk.org for the Zoom link.

Sanctuary Flowers — To sponsor Sanctuary flowers, sign up on the flower chart in the
main office. Forms for dedications are available next to the chart.

Still Wednesday — Wednesdays, 7:00-8:00 PM. All are welcome! The exact format of Still
Wednesday changes week to week, but typically includes 20 minutes of silent
contemplative prayer. To Zoom, use Meeting ID: 815 9385 9811, passcode Oliver.

Martha Circle — Meetings usually held on the first Wednesday of each month at 10:30 AM
in the Octagon. All ladies interested may contact coordinator Ginny Hagberg
(mdcatlover@aol.com, 301-770-7624) for updates.



Lydia Circle — Meetings usually held on the first Wednesday of each month at 7:00 PM.
All interested ladies should contact Susan Schwarz (susan10748@aol.com or 301-339-8242)
for the latest schedule.

Yarn Ministry — Meeting either by Zoom or in-person in the Library at St. Paul’s twice a
month. All crafters welcome! Contact Karen Codner (kdc811@gmail.com).

Prayerwaves — Wednesdays, 10:00 AM by phone. Call 425-436-6326 at 9:55 AM. When
prompted for the “access code," type in 774042 followed by #.

Pastoral Leave — Beginning Thursday March 3 through Tuesday May 31, Pastor Pat will
be on Sabbath Renewal Leave. During that time, Pastor Kate will lead the congregation.
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Visitor Information

Thank you for joining us! You are invited to tear out this section and leave this form with the
offerings to let us know a little about yourself, or how we might be in touch. You may also email
the office (stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org) or staff to say hello!

Name(s):
Email:

Phone:

Home Address:

How did you find us? (circle all that apply)
Family/friend. Passing by. Internet search.  Other:

Are you interested in learning more about St. Paul'se (circle all that apply)
No, just visiting. Maybe; | have questions. Please tell me about joining St. Paul's.



St. Paul's Staff

Senior Pastor Associate Pastor
Rev. Dr. Patricia Allen Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton
pallen@stpaulsk.org kfulton@stpaulsk.org
Minister of Spiritual Care Director of Communications
and Formation and Administration
Dr. Meg Baker Dr. Erin Bone Steele
mbaker@stpaulsk.org stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org
Minister of Youth and Design Treasurer
Mr. Micah Smartt Mrs. Michelle Gregonis
msmartt@stpaulsk.org mgregonis@stpaulsk.org
Director of Music Organist
Mr. N. Thomas Pedersen Mr. Marvin Mills
tpedersen@stpaulsk.org mmills@stpaulsk.org

Facilities Manager and Maintenance

Ms. Tracey Furman Mr. Marco Palma
tfurman@stpaulsk.org

All plans are subject to change as
the covid situation evolves and we
work to keep everyone as safe as
possible. Thank you for your

understanding!
| .
St. Pau1 S Regular Office Hours:
United Methodist Church Monday - Thursday,
Journeying Together Since 1885 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM

10401 Armory Ave Kensington, MD 20895 | 301 - 933 - 7933 | stpaulsk.org



