
 



 FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
ORDER OF WORSHIP NOVEMBER 28, 2021 
 

Thank you for worshiping with us today! 
Welcome to worship at St. Paul’s, a Reconciling congregation of the United Methodist Church. 
Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, we invite and affirm you as one of God’s children 
into our community of God’s unbounded love. All are celebrated here and all are safe. 
Announcements and more helpful information can be found on the pages following the order of 
worship. St. Paul’s Re-Entering Well team has approved the following plan for how we will 
worship today. Plans may be adapted as the public health situation evolves. 
 

• All people in worship will wear masks covering mouth and nose at all times today, 
regardless of vaccination status. Masks are available at the Welcome Desk.  

• All pews are available for seating; social distancing is encouraged.  
• Nursery care is provided at 9:00 & 10:30 AM. Sunday School will not be offered 

today, Sunday, November 28 on Thanksgiving weekend. Sunday School is usually 
available at 10:30 AM for children in Grade 5 and younger. Find more at 
stpaulsk.org/community/children. Those not pre-registered may be accompanied by 
an adult for walk-in registration.  

• Offering plates are located near the doors; we will not pass offering plates among 
the seats today. You may also donate anytime at stpaulsk.org/giving. 

• An accessible family restroom with changing table is located past the church office 
and down the hall. 

• Prayer request cards are available in the pews and may be returned in the offering 
plates, or share requests online at stpaulsk.org/community/prayer-requests. 

• Please enter and exit as directed, and take your bulletins and other items with you.  
• We will continue to livestream our 10:30 AM service each Sunday. 
• People with digital hearing aids that have telecoil receivers (“t-coil”) may listen to 

the service directly while in the Sanctuary by turning on the t-coil. If your hearing 
aid does not have a t-coil, you may request a headset with receiver from the ushers 
or sound technicians. 

• St. Paul’s hopes all persons able to be vaccinated against covid-19 will show 
Christ-like love for themselves and their neighbors by receiving the vaccine. 

 

 
 



 Gathering for Worship 
 

 (* Please stand as you are able.) 
 
Announcements 
 
Prelude (10:30 AM)    Ad te levavi animam meam (Introit for Advent I) Gerald Near 
 (To Thee Have I Lifted Up My Soul, Psalm 25: 1-4) 
 

*Call to Worship (9:00 & 10:30 AM) Lay Reader 
Leader: Come! 
  Come into the place where God listens! 
  Where you need no money,  
  no status,  
  no fine clothes! 
All:   Come as you are 
  Broken, whole 
  Sick, well 
  Satisfied or with deep needs 
Leader:  Come to sing 
  Come to cry 
  Come to hear 
  Come to see 
  Come and be ready or 
  Come to be made ready 
All:  We are here; 
  God is here too. 

 
*Hymn #196 (9:00 & 10:30 AM)    Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 
 
 
 
 



Opening Prayer (9:00 & 10:30 AM) Lay Reader 
In this season of expectation, 
 we prepare to welcome Christ Jesus, Messiah. 
Into the bustle of our lives and the hard to find moments of solitude  
 we prepare to welcome Christ Jesus, Messiah. 
Into our homes and situations along with friends and families  
 we prepare to welcome Christ Jesus, Messiah. 
Into our hearts, and those often hidden parts of our lives,  
 we prepare to welcome Christ Jesus, Messiah. 
For beneath the surface of your story is an inescapable fact: 
 You entered this world as vulnerable as any one of us  
 in order to nail that vulnerability to the cross.  
 Our fears, our insecurities and our sins—  
 all that can separate us from God— 
 exchanged by your Grace for Love.  
We cannot comprehend the reasoning,  
 only marvel that Salvation comes to us  
 through a baby born in a stable,  
 and reaches out to a world in need. 
In this season of anticipation, 
 we prepare to welcome Christ Jesus, Messiah. 

 
Pastoral Prayer (9:00 & 10:30 AM)  Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton 
 
The Lord’s Prayer (10:30 AM) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
 



Lighting of the First Advent Candle (9:00 & 10:30 AM) The Maloney Family (10:30 AM) 
We hope for a world where all are fed. We hope for a world with more bridges than 
walls. We hope for a world with wide open doors. We hope for a world with 
contagious laughter. We hope for a world where trees grow tall and creeks run clean. 
We hope for a world where all people feel at home—in their bodies, in the church, in 
their physical homes. We hope for that world. We long for that world. We are 
homesick for that world. So today we light the candle of hope, because hope keeps our 
hearts alive as we wait. May this light be a reminder that the wait is always worth it. 
We are close to home. May we carry hope with us. Amen. 

 

Anthem (10:30 AM) There Shall a Star from Jacob Come Forth Felix Mendelssohn 
 from the oratorio, Christus, Op. 97 
 Sanctuary Choir 

 

There shall a star from Jacob come forth,  
and a scepter from Israel rise up (repeat) 
And dash in pieces Princes and Nations (repeat) 
How brightly beams the morning star!  
With sudden radiance from afar 
With light and comfort glowing! 
Thy word, Jesus, inly feeds us, rightly leads us, 
Life bestowing, praise oh praise such love o’erflowing. 

 
 Proclamation of the Word 

 

Scripture Reading (9:00 & 10:30 AM) Luke 1:28-38 (NRSV) 
 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with 
you.” 29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of 
greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 
have found favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and 
bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called 
the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his 
ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 
kingdom there will be no end.” 34Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, 



since I am a virgin?” 35The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon 
you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child 
to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now, your relative 
Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for 
her who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 
38Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me 
according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 
 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 

*Hymn #216 (9:00 & 10:30 AM)     Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 
 

Sermon (9:00 & 10:30 AM) The Road to Bethlehem: Rev. Dr. Patricia Allen 
 An Unexpected Visitor 
 

 Response to the Word 
 

Offertory (10:30 AM)    IV. Andante Felix Mendelssohn 
 from Sonata No. 6 
 Offering plates are available by the door, or visit stpaulsk.org/giving. 
 

*Hymn #95 (9:00 & 10:30 AM) Doxology OLD 100TH 
 

Prayer of Dedication (9:00 & 10:30 AM)  Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton 
 

 Thanksgiving and Holy Communion 
 

The Invitation (9:00 AM) 

The Great Thanksgiving (9:00 AM) 
 Leader: The Lord be with you. 
 People: And also with you. 
 L: Lift up your hearts. 
 P: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 P: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 The pastor gives thanks, remembering God’s acts of salvation. 



 L: And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven  
  we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 P: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might. Heaven and 

earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is 
he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 The pastor continues the thanksgiving and concludes: 
 L:  And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus  
   Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy  
   and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we  
   proclaim the mystery of faith. 
 P:  Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 The pastor continues and concludes: 
 L:  All honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and for ever. 
 P:  Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer (9:00 AM) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 

 

Breaking the Bread (9:00 AM) 
 

Giving the Bread and Cup (9:00 AM) 
Please receive the wafer and juice packet, then take it with you and consume it 
prayerfully and safely at home following the service. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving (9:00 AM) 
Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you 
have given yourself to us. Grant that we may go into the world in the 
strength of your Spirit, to give ourselves for others, in the name of 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.   

 



 Sending Forth 
 

*Hymn #202 (9:00 & 10:30 AM)      People, Look East 
 

*Benediction and Dismissal (9:00 & 10:30 AM) Rev. Dr. Patricia Allen 
 
Postlude (10:30 AM)       Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland, BWV 661 J.S. Bach 
 (Savior of the Nations, Come) 
 
Following the Postlude, you are invited to greet your neighbors and then move to the exits. 
 
  
 
 WORSHIP NEXT WEEK 
 9:00 AM and 10:30 AM in the Sanctuary 
 Luke 1:68-79 
 Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton, preaching 
 

  
 
 SYMPATHY 
 We offer our prayers of sympathy for   
 Erin Bone Steele and family 
 following the death of her grandmother Glenna F. Early. 
 
  
 
  



 The 10:30 AM worship service is live-streamed through  
 stpaulsk.org/worship/worship-at-home 
 

 Sources and Licensing Information 
 

Ad te levavi animam meam (Introit for Advent I); (To Thee Have I Lifted Up My Soul, Psalm 25: 1-4) 
by Gerald Near. From A Gregorian Liturgical Year, Vol. 1, copyright 2000 Aureole Editions. 
Permission to stream this music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #735990-A. All rights 
reserved 
 

Call to Worship: https://www.ministrymatters.com/worship/entry/11104/distinctive-advent-prayers-
and-calls-to-worship.  Used by permission. 
 

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus. Words: Charles Wesley (1744). Music: Rowland H. Prichard 
(1830); harm. from The English Hymnal (1906). Public domain. 
 

Opening Prayer:  John Birch, www.faithandworship.com/.  Used by permission. 
 

There Shall a Star from Jacob Come Forth from the oratorio Christus, Op. 97, by Felix 
Mendelssohn, accompaniment arranged by Marvin Mills. Used by permission of the 
composer. All rights reserved. 
 

Bible readings: New Revised Standard Version Bible (NRSV), copyright 1989, the Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming. Words: Sts. 1-2, 15th c. German trans. by Theodore Baker (1894); 
st. 3 from The Hymnal (1940). Music: Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengesang (1599); harm. by 
Michael Praetorius (1609). St. 3 copyright renewed 1971 The Church Pension Fund.  Streamed 
by permission under CCLI license #24106074. All rights reserved. 
 

IV. Andante; from Sonata No. 6 by Felix Mendelssohn. Public domain. 
 

Doxology (Old 100th). Words: Thomas Ken (1674). Music: Attr. to Louis Bourgeois (1551). 
Public domain. 
 

People, Look East. Words: Eleanor Farjeon (1938). Music: Trad. French carol, harm. by Martin 
Shaw (1928). Words copyrighted David Higham Assoc. Ltd; harm. Oxford University Press. 
Permission to stream this music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #735990-A. All rights 
reserved. 
 

Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland, BWV 661; (Savior of the Nations, Come ) by J. S. Bach. Public 
domain. 
 

  
 



 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 News and Upcoming Events 
 

Pledges & Thank You Gifts – Your support makes it possible for St. Paul’s to do 
everything we do. Each household that pledges for 2022 will receive a St. Paul’s 
folding camp chair as a special “thank you.” To pick up your chair, take your pledge 
form to Micah Smartt’s office after the 10:30 service on Sunday, December 12 or 
during regular office hours. Blank pledge forms are available in the church office. You 
may also mail the form or pledge online at stpaulsk.org/giving and pick up your thank-
you gift in the coming weeks. Please see stpaulsk.org/giving or the November issue of 
the Epistle newsletter for more details. 
 

SPY – This Sunday: No youth! There will be no SPY meetings on the Sunday of 
Thanksgiving weekend (Nov. 28). Senior High! If you want to go on retreat Dec. 3-5, 
this Sunday is the last day to sign up! If we don’t get at least 2 more people, we will 
have to cancel the entire thing. Contact Micah Smartt at msmartt@stpaulsk.org or visit 
stpaulsk.org/community/youth. 
 

Advent of Action: Week 1 –  The Justice & Compassion Ministry Team invites you to 
make this Advent season one of action - learning about various challenges our 
community is facing and taking action to help solve them as the hands and feet of 
Christ. In J&C's Advent of Action program, each of the four weeks of Advent focuses 
on a specific area of community need and an organization working to overcome it. 
Please give generously and joyfully this Christmas season. According to Manna Food 
Center, 1 out of 12 Montgomery County residents will experience food insecurity. A 
third of the county’s elementary school children qualify for free and reduced meals. A 
fifth of the county’s seniors live below the self-sufficiency standard. St. Paul's Hunger 
Ministry is the County partner providing food relief to nearly 150 residents in the 
20895 ZIP code. To support this important program, please donate to the Hunger 
Ministry through stpaulsk.org/giving, by check made out to St. Paul’s with “Hunger 
Ministry” on the memo line, or donate non-perishable food items in the bins in the 
Narthex. 
 

Martha Circle – December 1, 10:30 AM – 12:00 PM. The Martha Circle is returning for 
our first in-person activities with a monthly meeting starting the first Wednesday of 
December in the Octagon. Ladies may join us for lunch ($5) and fellowship. All ladies 



interested in keeping up with Martha Circle activities should contact coordinator 
Ginny Hagberg (mdcatlover@aol.com, 301-770-7624) for the latest news and updates. 
 

Lydia Circle – The Lydia Circle will not meet at St. Paul’s during December, but will 
have a holiday dinner at a restaurant. All interested ladies should contact Susan 
Schwarz (susan10748@aol.com or 301-339-8242) for the latest news about meetings. 
 

Scattered for Service – December 2-19. We will launch the virtual version of Scattered 
for Service on December 2. The full list of organizations and order forms will be 
available online and in the December Epistle. Your donations help the organization(s) 
you designate to better serve the needs of those facing homelessness, health issues, 
economic challenges, food shortages, and more. The traditional Scattered for Service 
cards and envelopes for announcing your designated gifts will be delivered to you in 
person or via the church office. Give someone you love this “alternative gift” instead 
of more “stuff” and help make this a meaningful Christmas for all. 
 

Poinsettia Orders – Now-Dec. 12. The poinsettias that will grace the Sanctuary starting 
Dec. 24 and the wreaths on our doors are given each year in honor and memory of 
loved ones and to the glory of God by members and friends of St. Paul’s. Poinsettias 
this year are $20 each and are available in red or white. We will accept poinsettia 
orders until Sunday, December 12. Visit stpaulsk.org/community/poinsettias to order 
poinsettias online and pay by credit card. Paper poinsettia order forms for payment 
by cash or check will be available in the church office during the week and in the 
Narthex on Sunday, December 12 between worship services. To sponsor wreaths, 
contact Tracey Furman at tfurman@stpaulsk.org or 301-933-7933 ext 106. 
 

Virtual Advent Craft Workshop – This year, we are sharing a virtual version of the 
Advent Craft tradition. Follow along as St. Paul’s leaders show viewers of all ages 
how to put together nifty seasonal crafts. Go to stpaulsk.org/worship/advent-christmas for 
all the fun. 
 

Holiday Giving Contributions – This year, instead of hosting a holiday party and 
traditional Giving Tree gifts for our Hunger Ministry families and county referrals, the 
Hunger Ministry will be distributing department store gift cards for families with 
children. If you would like to contribute toward these special Christmas gift cards, 
visit stpaulsk.org/service/holiday-giving. Checks may be made payable to St. Paul’s UMC 
with “holiday giving” in the memo line, and mailed or dropped off in the office. 
 



Adult Study Groups – Both the Wednesday Study Group and the Saturday 
Reflections Bible Study group have wrapped up our studies for 2021. We will not 
meet for the remainder of the calendar year, but look forward to more adult study 
opportunities in 2022! 
 

Staff Availability – Our Minister of Spiritual Care and Formation, Dr. Meg Baker, is 
on Sabbath Renewal leave and will be returning the first week of January 2022. Other 
staff members will be using vacation time during the holidays; please contact 
individuals directly to confirm availability ahead of time if you wish to see someone 
or access the building. 
 

 Announcements: Ongoing Activities 
 

Monday Night Study: The Wired Word – Mondays, 7:00-8:30 PM via Zoom. Join 
facilitator Mike McCurry for a weekly discussion connecting news with matters of 
faith and scripture. Sign up at stpaulsk.org/community/adult-education to receive articles 
in advance, or drop in using Zoom Meeting ID 826 2523 1064; passcode 784482. 
 

Still Wednesday –Wednesdays, 7:00-8:00 PM. All are welcome! The exact format of Still 
Wednesday changes week to week, but typically includes a variety of prayer forms 
with 20 minutes of silent contemplative prayer. Call/text Kenzie Raulin for details: 
301-237-1520. To Zoom, use Meeting ID: 815 9385 9811, passcode Oliver. 
 

Yarn Ministry – We are now meeting in-person in the Library at St. Paul’s, 7:00-8:30 
PM on the following dates: Dec 13. All crafters welcome! Contact Karen Codner 
(kdc811@gmail.com) with any questions. 
 

Daily Breath Schedule – Tuesdays & Thursdays, 9:00 AM. Live online sessions are 
designed to help keep us calm and connected during covid-19, and provide a time of 
sharing, prayer, or music led by St. Paul’s clergy and staff. Visit 
facebook.com/stpaulskensington. 
 

Cards and Care – Visit the Welcome Desk to drop off unused cards, or to pick up pre-
addressed pre-stamped cards to send to members and friends. You can also find a 
copy of the full Congregational Care list. 
 

Prayerwaves – Wednesdays, 10:00 AM by phone. Call 425-436-6326 at 9:55 AM. When 
prompted for the “access code," type in 774042 followed by #.  
 



Stephen Ministry – Trained lay-people provide comfort to those who need a listening 
ear as they navigate life’s challenges. Contact Pastor Kate (kfulton@stpaulsk.org) or 
Virginia Bickford (301-598-5496) to learn more. 
 

Renovation Update – We are still awaiting final approval from the Montgomery 
County Dept. of Permitting Services. When we break ground, work will mainly 
impact parking, the Narthex, and office hallways. 
 

Re-Entry Protocols – Please review the worship protocols listed in the front page of 
this bulletin. The Re-Entering Well committee at St. Paul's continues to follow the 
news and makes every effort to identify the best practices that will let us engage in 
work and worship as safely as possible. Visit stpaulsk.org/connection-during-covid19 to 
see how to prepare and submit a plan or contact the church office with questions. 
 

  
  



 

 Visitor Information 
 

Thank you for joining us today! You are invited to tear out this section and leave this 
form with the offerings to let us know a little about yourself, or how we might be in 
touch. You may also email the office (stpaulsunited@stpaulsk.org) or staff to say hello! 
 
 

Name(s):  
 
 
 
 

Email: 
 
 
 
 

Phone: 
 
 
 
 

Home Address: 
 
 
 
 

How did you find us? (circle all that apply) 
 

 Family/friend.       Passing by.       Internet search.     Other: 
 
 
 

Are you interested in learning more about St. Paul's? (circle all that apply) 
 

No, just visiting.        Maybe; I have questions.       Please tell me about joining St. Paul's. 



 



 


